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 worries

Robyn Gillespie, President of Andersons Creek Landcare Group (pictured above) stands with residents and 
road users over concerns of an increasing deer population. Meanwhile in Nillumbik, landowners are reporting 
increasing numbers of kangaroos as populations are displaced by the urban growth corridor. Full story Page 3.
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Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, 
some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting 
ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the 
first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character as a 
small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 1900 
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OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHThe more things change... 
The Diary’s researchers have 
been trawling the internet and 
have come across a bit of a find.  
Tucked away on the Warrandyte 
Cricket Club’s website is the copy 
of a book tracing the history of 
the Warrandyte Cricket Club and 
therefore the township. 

The Warrandyte Story 
1855–1955 

Compiled by LOUIS CRANFIELD,  
Written & Illustrated  
by HARRY HUDSON

Continued from May as Louis Michel 
arrives at Andersons Creek...
Taking a spade and pick, I crossed the 
creek into the bend. 
Habberlin, in the meantime, lit a fire, and 
slung the billy. 
I proceeded to remove the surface for 
about four feet square, having got into 
the second spit. 
I called to Habberlin to bring the dish 
and gave him strict instructions to wash 
the earth carefully away until the last few 
grains were left in the dish. 
“Do you see anything, Bill?” said I. 

After once or twice saying No’, he suddenly 
exclaimed, ‘Your Worship, here’s the 
dickety!’ 
Eagerly examining the residue, we found 
it contained ten small grains of gold.” 

Michel reported to the Gold Discovery 
Committee on July 16, who had three 
chemists make separate tests. 
Each testified to its being gold. 
Two days later Michel advertised in the 
Argus and the Herald for a person interested 
in exploiting the newly found goldfield. 
On August 6, a Wednesday, Michel and 
the Commissioner of Crown Lands, M. A. 
Fenwick, with 40 prospectors, set off for 
Andersons Creek. 
Although the hole dug by Michel was full 
of water, all were satisfied by tests that the 
area was auriferous. 
So the creek was dammed and within 
the first three hours, despite insufficient 
equipment, more than 40 pieces of gold — 
some as large as peas — were found. 
By Friday more than 150 miners were at 
work, over an area of three miles from 
Jumping Creek to Harris Gully, with Michel 
camped a short distance down-creek from 
the present Memorial Cairn. 
The State’s first goldfield was called 
“Victoria”, after the newly-named colony, 
which became an autonomous State on 

July 1, 1851.
A “black-bearded and bewhiskered demon” 
by the name of Mr Ginger became Victoria’s 
first goldfield storekeeper that day.
This woodcutter whose appearance 
belied his name, was apparently a most 
enterprising individual.
He opened a store, served hot and cold 
joints with home-made bread at an open-
air cafe and erected commodious huts for 
horses.
A much surer way of acquiring gold than 
digging for it.
Ginger had already met Michel’s party a 
month earlier. 
At a meeting that night, it was agreed to allot 
10 yards of creek to each man as his claim, 
so that all should have an equal chance of 
success.
Australia’s first Miners’ Rights were thus 
established at Andersons Creek.
Rain interfered with work on the field 
during this period, causing the prospectors 
to lose heart.
The weather picture has not changed much, 
as we who live here know.
So, it was not surprising that the flooded 
goldfield should be all but abandoned 
before the end of the year.
Even the enterprising Mr Ginger cleared off 
to Mount Alexander.

To be continued...
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By JAMES POYNER
MANY READERS will be aware of the 
increasing number of incidents in and 
around Warrandyte involving deer.

There are regular posts on the 
W a r r a n d y t e  B u s i n e s s e s  a n d 
Community Facebook page about 
deer sightings, and regular walkers 
in Warrandyte State Park are likely 
to have spotted a deer or two around 
Fourth Hill and The Pound.

There is an increasing number of 
posts regarding incidents involving 
deer on roads too.

The Andersons Creek Landcare 
Group is on the front line when it 
comes to the battle against the damage 
inflicted by the deer population.

Andersons Creek Landcare Group 
Secretary, Jill Dixon, spoke to the Diary 
about the deer problem at Andersons 
Creek Reserve.

“Deer are now quite a serious 
problem, doing more damage than 
foxes, rabbits and feral cats.

“They are so large, they breed quickly 
and can reach up high, with a taste for 
most bushes and trees and stripping 
the bark off trees,” she said.

In November 2018, the Diar y 
published a story about environmental 
groups’ dissatisfaction with the State’s 
Draft Victorian Deer Management 
Strategy (DVDMS), their dissatisfaction 
supported by concurrent submissions 
by Manningham, Nillumbik and 
Yarra Ranges Councils to the DVDMS 
in July/August of that year to make 
it easier for councils to control the  
deer populations in peri-urban 
municipalities.

B u t  t h e  DV D M S  i s  w o e f u l l y 
inadequate and local Landcare groups 
are asking residents to write to State 
Government to convey this concern.

“You can help by writing to Victorian 
State Ministers on the inadequate 
strategies currently in the planning 
process which we believe are too few 
and too slow,” said Ms Dixon.

Public submissions and responses to 
the DVDMS were due to be released in 

February this year.
The Diary wrote to Department 

of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning (DELWP) to ask them for an 
update on the DVDMS.

“A Deer Management Strategy is 
currently being developed to set out 
a coordinated and strategic approach 
to deer management across the state.

“Feedback received during public 
consultation is currently being 
reviewed to inform the development 
of the final strategy.

“The final strategy will be released 
later this year,” said a spokesperson 
for DELWP.

The Diary also spoke with North 
Ringwood resident Brian Dungey, a 
licensed hunter.

Mr Dungey believes the deer are 
not as large a threat to the local 
environment as others have stated.

“Yes, deer do some damage to the 
environment… but compared to 
people and stock they do very little.

“People as a whole need to care more 
for their environment before we start 
blaming animal species — we are the 
more destructive species.

“I would pose the observation 
that kangaroos do more damage 
due to their over-population here in 
Warrandyte,” he said.

Mr Dungey also believes the DVDMS 
has missed the mark, but for very 
different reasons.

“While it acknowledges deer are both 
a material and monetary resource it 
doesn’t do enough to help landowners 
and the State to benefit more from 
the money that could be derived from 
foreign hunters and from balloted 
hunts.

“The document does acknowledge 
that deer are too many and too wary to 
remove from everywhere, hunters also 
acknowledge this and the Government 
should make further use of these 
people, and not just one group of 
hunters.

“The use of scent-trailing hounds is 
generally acknowledged as the most 

effective form of deer management 
yet the document doesn’t make use 
of this tool.

Mr Dungey also commented the 
deer management strategy does not do 
enough to discourage illegal hunting 
practices, and that practices such as 
arial hunting and poisoning not only 
cause the animal to suffer, but can also 
cause more problems down the line, 
like attracting feral dogs.

“Hunters dislike the waste, expense 
and cruelty created by aerial shooting.

“Recreational hunters are more than 
happy to remove all the meat from the 
deer they take.

“Aerial shooting creates food for feral 
dogs, which then breed up, and then 
kill native wildlife.

“What the document needs to do is 
change the law so venison gathered 
by legal hunters can be commercially 
processed and donated to charities for 
human consumption which happens 
in many countries,” said Mr Dungey.

Currently, whether you are of the 
opinion that deer are either a game 
species that should be protected, 
or a pest species which needs to be 
eradicated, this introduced species 

is still currently protected under the 
Wildlife Act.

Mr Dungey has some advice for 
residents who would like to deter deer 
from their property.

“Deer are creatures of habit, once 
land owners have established where 
the deer are accessing their properties, 
they can set up scarecrows and use 
solar powered flashing lights to act as 
a deterrent.

“The more you move around your 
property the less deer are likely to visit, 
as they like to be left alone.

“Remember deer only want three 
things, to eat, to drink and to sleep, you 
need to deny them what they want.”

Mr Dungey notes these animals have 
been in country for more than 100 years 
and have adapted to the environment.

“Perhaps we, as people, need to 
consider living with these wonderful 
creatures — they have adapted to 
living with us — are we so arrogant as 
a species that we expect other sentient 
creatures to conform to us?”

If an invasive deer population, or any 
wildlife is causing significant damage 
to your property, and your only option 
so to have them destroyed, then there 

are a series of permits you are required 
to possess before you can hire a local 
hunter.

This starts with an Authority to 
Control Wildlife (ATCW) permit which 
is issued by DELWP.

A recent discussion on 3AW, and 
subsequently the Rural Link Facebook 
group, regarding the explosion in 
number of eastern grey kangaroo 
across Nillumbik, attributed to a 
migration of the kangaroo population 
from the Northern Growth Corridor.

Urban development is displacing 
the kangaroos in the urban growth 
corridor and forcing them to move onto 
properties in the Green Wedge.

Property owners are reporting an 
exponential rise in the number of 
kangaroos causing property damage 
and becoming a traffic hazard, this 
may add some weight to Mr Dungey’s 
controversial statement regarding 
living with deer.

Extending this to encompass all 
wildlife, maybe the discussion should 
look to how Green Wedge communities 
can co-habit with both indigenous and 
introduced wildlife as urban expansion 
around Melbourne continues.

Wildlife worries: Dealing with deer
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By DAVID HOGG
NILLUMBIK Shire Council has had to 
reconsider its approach to its Green 
Wedge Management Plan (GWMP) 
following a landmark decision by the 
Victorian Ombudsman.

As reported in the Februar y 
issue, the Community Engagement 
Report to the GWMP prepared by a 
community panel of 39 members was 
presented to Council at their meeting 
on November 27, 2018.

Included in the engagement report 
was a ‘minority report’ emanating 
from five resident hobby-farmer 
panel members, but because the full 
panel did not see and was unaware 
of this content Mayor Cr Karen 
Egan determined it would not be 
considered by Council.

One of the dissenting members 
took the matter to the Victorian 
Ombudsman and it is understood 
that she found in their favour.

What the Ombudsman actually 
ruled is a matter for conjecture as 

her decisions are held in private and 
Nillumbik Council will not make the 
ruling available, nor a copy of their 
submission to the Ombudsman.

From the Council website we gather 
that the Ombudsman considered 
that the five panel members who co-
authored Minority Report #1 should 
have an opportunity for their core 
concerns to be considered in the 
preparation of the draft plan.

Further, she advised that Council 
Officers should negotiate a revised 
report which contains the authors’ 
core message.

As a result of this, the Council 
meeting on April 30 determined that 
an amended Minority Report #1 as 
subsequently agreed between the 
authors and the Council Officers 
should now be accepted and has 
been referred back to the Officers for 
inclusion in their preparation of the 
Draft GWMP.

The revised document is due to 
be presented at the June Council 

meeting for consideration and then 
wider community engagement.

The revised minority report can 
be downloaded from the Nillumbik 
website as an attachment to the April 
30 Minutes.

We are not allowed to quote from 
or summarise this report; however 
suffice it to say that the ongoing 
controversy reflects the contentious 
divide in Nillumbik between the 
urban and rural diversity of the Shire.

Meanwhile, south of the river 
developers, entrepreneurs and 
businesses wanting to improve and 
provide new facilities for tourists in 
the area, along with conservationists 
who are determined to protect the 
Green Wedge, are eagerly awaiting a 
decision on Manningham Council’s 
C117 Planning Scheme amendment 
which was sent to the Victorian 
Minister for Planning, Richard 
Wynne, in February for approval.

We have contacted his office and 
are awaiting a reply.

Green Wedge planning update
By SANDI MILLER
STATE UPPER House Member for 
Eastern Metropolitan Region, Sonja 
Terpstra, recently visited Warrandyte 
to inspect the completed bridgeworks 
and the newly-reinstated mosaic 
sculpture, Queen of the Shire.

The striking 2.5 metre sculpture was 
removed as part of the Warrandyte 
Bridge upgrade — which was 
completed earlier this year — and 
has since undergone a facelift.

Ms Terpstra was impressed with 
the level of community engagement 
that the Warrandyte Bridge attracted.

She said Warrandyte residents 
played a significant role in the 
bridge upgrade with a community 
advisory panel providing feedback 
on the design of the bridge, footpaths, 
landscaping and retaining walls. 

“ Wa r r a n d y t e  r e s i d e n t s  a r e 
passionate about their town and 
we’re proud locals now have a safer 
bridge and ‘The Queen’ is once 
again welcoming visitors to the 
community,” she told the Diary.

Long live the Queen

Sonja Terpstra visits the Queen
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By DAVID HOGG
AT A TIME when problems with weekly 
recycling collections have escalated 
beyond local council level to State and 
Federal Government, the Diary is still 
unable to find out exactly where the 
material we put in to our recycling 
bins ends up.

For this writer, and I suspect many 
of our readers, despite Councils’ best 
efforts to educate us, it has always been 
a problem understanding exactly what 
we can and what we can’t put in our 
recycling bin.

Different councils have different 
rules, some packaging carries a 
numbered recycling logo yet Councils 
say that some of these cannot be 
recycled, stuff that is obviously plastic 
such as coat hangers are not to be 
recycled, glass bottles are OK but 
drinking glasses and window glass 
are not.

We are told to put “soft plastics” into 
another plastic bag (Nillumbik only) 
but their recycling company tells us 
that nothing is to be inside plastic bags, 
and is that black tray that your BBQ 
meat came on made out of recyclable 
plastic or polystyrene?

It all gets much too difficult and I 
was slightly in sympathy with a non-
politically-correct neighbour who told 
me, “I’ve never understood it; I just put 
everything into the green bin because it 
gets collected weekly and I don’t have 
to bother sorting it”.

But now even when we do get it right, 
we have to ask whether it actually gets 
converted into something useful or gets 
stockpiled or sent to landfill or, at worst 
case, left in a disused warehouse until 
it catches fire!

One of the problems is that the so-
called recycling companies do precious 
little recycling themselves.

Their function is to collect the refuse 
from the local council, sort it, and then 
“make it available” to other companies, 
some of whom may be subsidiaries 
who do recycle the material, or they 
may export the material for processing 
overseas.

Local councils are very helpful in 
providing information; recycling 
companies are not.

Nillumbik
Nillumbik residents are some of 

Victoria’s best recyclers, consistently 
achieving at least 65 per cent diversion 
from landfill, compared to the State 
average of 46 per cent.

Nillumbik is one of five councils 
in a collaborative contract with 
recycling processor SKM Recycling, 
administered by the Metropolitan 
Waste and Resource Recovery Group 
on behalf of the councils.

This contract requires SKM to 
manage kerbside recycling in an 
environmentally responsible way.

Nillumbik delivers approximately 
7,000 tonnes of kerbside recycling to 
SKM annually.

Of all the material collected in the 
Yellow Bin, the big hitters are glass, at 
27.96 per cent, paper at 23.41 per cent 
and cardboard at 17.66 per cent.

Whereas soft plastics come in at 
1.48 per cent and Tetra Pak (or liquid 
paperboard) at a low 0.45 per cent.

It is expected that SKM will sort, bale 
and sell this material through local and 
overseas markets for processing into 
new products.

According to SKM’s website, more 
than 60 per cent of materials remain 
in Australia for use in local industries.

In regards to whether any materials 
are being stockpiled, Council has not 
been notified of any non-conformance 

since SKM’s Laverton North and 
Coolaroo sites re-opened in March.

Residents can find out what to 
recycle or how to dispose of something 
correctly on Nillumbik Council’s 
website.

SKM Recycling has not responded to 
the Diary’s emails or phone calls.

In the recently adopted 2019/20 
budget, ratepayers will see an increase 
of around 3.5 per cent  in charges 
for waste and recycling collection, 
bringing the standard waste charge 
to $263.40.

Manningham
Ma n n i n g h a m  h av e  a  s i m i l a r 

arrangement to Nillumbik, but their 
contract is with Visy Recycling.

Visy would appear to have associated 
companies who produce PET plastic 
food containers and it would seem that 
their clients can select the inclusion of 
varying amounts of recycled content.

But as with all the “recycling” 
companies their website concentrates a 
great deal on “collecting” and “sorting” 
the waste and “recovering” the material 
but has very little to say on how it 
is reprocessed and what is actually 
produced from the material and where.

Our calls to Visy to find out about all of 
this fell on deaf ears, but Manningham 
Council were helpful in providing the 
Diary with the contact details of their 
person there.

However, despite numerous emails 
and phone calls, no-one at Visy has 
responded to us or returned our calls.

In the draft 2019/20 budget adopted 
in principle by Council in April with 
a final decision occurring at the 
June 25 Ordinary Council Meeting, 
Manningham ratepayers will see a 
domestic waste service charge increase 
of 2.25 per cent.

State Government
In February 2018, Minister for Energy, 

Environment and Climate Change Lily 
D’Ambrosio chipped in $13 million 
to help the Councils manage their 
recyclable rubbish, after China had 
refused to accept further plastic waste.

This was a stop-gap measure in the 
2018/19 Budget.

In late May of this year, Special 
Minister of State Gavin Jennings 
announced that Infrastructure Victoria 
should look at what is needed to 
develop waste-to-energy projects and 
resource recovery from organic waste.

It comes at the same time as Malaysia 
announced that it would be returning 
plastic waste to Australia and after 
the earlier discovery of a dozen illegal 
waste sites in Melbourne’s north as 
well as toxic factory fires involving 
waste stockpiles at Campbellfield, West 
Footscray and Coolaroo.

Federal Government
The Australian Government has 

announced the appointment of an 

Assistant Minister for Waste Reduction 
and Environment Management.

The new Assistant Minister, Trevor 
Evans, was appointed on May 26 as 
part of Scott Morrison’s new cabinet.

Evans said he is humbled to have been 
sworn in as the Assistant Minister for 
Waste Reduction and Environmental 
Management and was looking forward 
to the challenges ahead and working 
as a strong advocate for protecting 
Australia’s environment.

No more time to waste
With the recycling industry now 

in a deepening crisis, it is time for 
government — at all levels – to come 
up with a plan, and hopefully some sort 
of standardisation across councils and 
packaging, so that we all know what can 
go into any yellow bin in Australia and 
have confidence that it will be properly 
recycled.

It is clear from the 2019/20 Budget 
that a solution to the recycling crisis 
has not been found.

Maybe it is time for the community to 
handle this problem onn a local level.

By SANDI MILLER
ONE PERSON’S trash is another’s 
treasure, goes the saying, and our local 
op shops have been a beneficiery of that 
idiom for many years.

Often the items that are thrown 
away for the want of a little TLC, or 
occasionally a little know how.

With this in mind, the Warrandyte 
Lions Op Shop have got themselves a 
secret weapon.

His name is Brian Prewitt.
Brian is the shop’s Mr Fix-it.
Brian’s speciality is with small 

electrical items.
U s i n g  h i s  b a c k g r o u n d  a s  a n 

electronics engineer, the Lions Club 
sent Brian on a tag and test course so he 
could revive the many electrical items 
that get donated to the charity.

“Often we get in sewing machines and 
the like that have a very minor fault that 
I can fix in about ten minutes, then we 
can sell it for $70–80,” said Brian.

Brian has been involved with the 
Lions Op Shop for around fifteen years, 
when his wife, Liz was the manager and 
they were both on the committee that 
ran the Warrandyte Community Centre.

O n  re t i re m e nt  f ro m  t h e  p a i d 
workforce, Brian volunteered to come 
and provide his expertise to the charity 
one morning a week.

In the past, many of the small 
appliances they received they had to 
turn away, but now they are able to 
make the most of these donations.

The shop is not a large premises, so 
they are unable to stock furniture or 
other large items.

Brian says they have other charities 
who collect the donations they cannot 
handle, such as the Salvos or Diabetes 
Australia who run the Savers stores, but 
there are a lot of items they just have to 
throw away because they are unsalable.

“We recycle as much as we can, there 
is usually about 15 wheelie bins each 
fortnight that are full of books and other 
items we can’t put up for sale,” he said.

“Non-recyclable items we have to 
get a Lions Club member to load it into 
their trailer and run it to the tip every 
so often.”

Many charities report that the cost of 
donations of unsalable items is a major 
financial drain, often negating the value 
of any donations that they receive.

With electronics being so cheap to 
replace, slightly faulty electronics are 
often the first thing to go on the hard 
rubbish or donation pile, but with 
a skillset such as Brian’s to hand — 
Warrandyte might be able to curb the 
disposable electronics trend.

And Brian says he is open to providing 
his service to the wider community, 
offering other community groups the 
benefit of his skills.

“If I get a donation that is an easy 
fix, I can offer to return it to the owner 
for a small fee for my time, or other 
community groups may need to have 
their equipment tag and tested, so I am 
happy to talk to them about helping out 
with that,” he said.

National  Volunteer  Week saw 
businesses across Australia highlighting 
the great works of their volunteer 
workforce.

So, if you were suitably inspired, our 
local Op Shops are always happy to hear 
from anyone able to volunteer their 
time helping out.

Drop in to see Annie at the Lions Op 
Shop at the Community Centre or Judy 
at the Rotary Shop above the Bridge 
Shops to discuss how you can help.

National recycling problems deepen

Turning our trash into treasure

Brian Prewitt in the Op Shop workshop
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By DAVID HOGG
WITH ONGOING Municipal, State 
and Federal Government concerns 
over the current problems in disposing 
and processing of recycling waste, it is 
good to hear a success story.

M a n n i n g h a m  C o u n c i l  a n d 
multidisciplinary environmental 
and social consulting firm, Earth 
Systems, have joined forces and 
built a recycling biochar furnace at 
Council’s Webster Road depot.

The furnace takes in the timber 
which arrives daily by the truckload as 
part of Manningham Council’s Parks 
and Playspaces service.

Previously, this material would 
have been treated as “waste” and 
would have been mulched on site, 
a high cost and energy-consuming 
process; then when the stockpile was 
too big some would have gone into 
landfill producing carbon dioxide and 

methane emissions.
Dr Adrian Morphett, Principal 

Environmental Engineer at Earth 
Systems who operates the plant under 
the control of Council, took the Diary 
on a tour of this amazing operation.

“The CharMaker MPP20 has been in 
operation almost continuously now 
since January 2015 and on average 
we run three batches per week and 
can operate in the fire danger period 
with full CFA permit.

“Over the past three years we have 
processed over 5,000 cubic metres 
of timber and produced hundreds 
of cubic metres of biochar and 
wood vinegar products which has 
sequestered about 200 tonnes of 
carbon dioxide within the biochar 
product,” he said.

The process burns the timber at 
extremely high temperatures without 
oxygen in what looks to be a converted 
shipping container with highly 

complex online electronic controls, 
but the process is amazingly quiet and 
although there is a chimney there are 
almost no emissions.

The primary output from the furnace 
is an agricultural product biochar 
(charcoal to you and me), which is 
a biologically unavailable form of 
carbon used for soil applications, and 
has extreme longevity with excellent 
soil benefits including surface area 
and water holding.

Alongside the furnace is a heat-
exchanger/condenser unit which 
converts the gas output into a wood 
vinegar product, which is basically 
wood smoke in a liquid form.

This is used as a biostimulant, with 
tens of thousands of litres sold for 
various gardening uses especially 
for orchid growers — orchids seem 
to love it!

The operation has created local jobs 
in the manufacture of the technology, 

maintenance and daily operation of 
the unit.

In total, there are two operators 
and a supervisor for the operation, 
but normally it is one person when 
the machine is operating due to the 
highly automated control system.

The process is energy rich and 
produces excess heat beyond that 
needed for the process; Earth Systems 
is currently exploring methods of 
using the heat to generate electricity, 
which would be an Australian 
first carbon-negative electricity 
generation.

The CharMaker service has cut the 
Council’s costs compared to landfill 
by over 65 per cent.

The scenario at Manningham of 
commercially providing a biochar 
service to divert timber from landfill/
mulching to a commercial outlet on 
site is a world first and Council should 
be congratulated for this initiative.

By JAMES POYNER
IN AUGUST 2018, the Diary reported 
on a plan by David Tynan to establish 
a Repair Café in Warrandyte and almost 
a year on, David’s dream is about to 
come to life.

On July 7, the Warrandyte Mechanics’ 
Hall will play host to a troop of tinkerers 
and volunteer experts who will try and 
breathe new life into your damaged 
item and save it from the hard rubbish 
pile.

Originally a Dutch idea, Repair Cafés 
can be found all over the world and are 
a great way to reduce waste and bring 
communities together. 

“Values”, says David, which are in 
keeping with the spirit of both the 

Warrandyte Mechanics’ Institute and 
Arts Association (WMI&AA) and the 
wider community.

“If you repair a bike, a mower or a pair 
of trousers together with a previously 
unfamiliar neighbour, you look at that 
person in a different light the next time 
you run into them on the street.

“ J o i n t l y  m a k i n g  r e p a i r s  c a n 
lead to pleasant contacts in the 
neighbourhood”.

This is where the Repair Café concept 
comes into its own, the repairer will 
supply their time, their tools and 
their knowledge, all you have to do is 
bring along something broken and be 
prepared to spend some time, with 
them, trying to fix it.

“Repair Café just wants to show how 
much fun repairing things can be, and 
how easy it often is,” said David.

Anything broken; toasters, bicycles, 
toys, crockery, clothes, computers, 
anything at home, which you can 
get along to the Mechanics’ Hall is 
potentially repairable and David 
encourages everyone to bring it along 
before throwing it away.

“We throw away piles of stuff in 
Australia.

“Even things which practically have 
nothing wrong with them, and which 
could easily be used again after a simple 
repair.

“Unfortunately, many people have 
forgotten that they can have things 

repaired.”
One of the original goals of the 

Mechanics’ Institute was to provide 
community education, which makes 
Warrandyte’s first Repair Café a perfect 
fit.

The first Café will be between 10:30am 
and 12:30pm on Sunday, July 7 and 
David hopes there will be a Repair Café 
on the first Sunday of every month for 
the foreseeable future.

Warrandyte’s first Repair Cafe needs 
your help.

If you are a top-notch tinkerer or 
able to breathe new life into the 
communities slightly-damaged goods 
then get in touch with David Tynan: 
davidtyn@gmail.com

Don’t toss it away, repair it with friends

By SANDI MILLER
RECYCLE, REPURPOSE, donate or 
repair, but do not put your electronic 
waste (e-waste) in the bin.

E-waste is the world’s fastest 
growing waste stream and refers to 
any item with a plug, battery or cord 
that is no longer working or wanted.

Anything from refrigerators to 
computers, sewing machines and 
battery-operated toys.

The Victorian Government is 
banning e-waste going to landfill as 
of July 1, which means you can no 
longer place it in your garbage bin.

H o w e v e r,  N i l l u m b i k  a n d 
Manningham Councils will still 
collect the items in hard waste 
collection, and there is a free drop-
off service at Nillumbik’s Plenty 
Transfer Station.

Manningham Council also hold an 
e-waste drop off day each March/
April.

In 2016, 44.7 million tonnes of 
e-waste was generated worldwide 
and only about 20 per cent was 
recycled.

Over the coming years, the amount 
of global e-waste is expected to 
increase to 52.2 million tonnes by 
2021.

Most e-waste contains hazardous 
materials such as heavy metals like 
lead, mercury and cadmium which 
should be kept out of landfill but 
these items also contain valuable 
materials which can be recycled and 
reused.

E-waste 
bin ban

Biochar: A local recycling success story
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By SUSAN FOREMAN
THIS YEAR’S STATE Budget has a 
massive Suburban Transport Blitz as 
its centrepiece, with Daniel Andrews 
announcing $15.8 billion, to fully fund 
North East Link.

In a statement to the Diary, local 
Upper House MP Sonja Terpstra said 
Connecting the M80 Ring Road at 
Greensborough to the Eastern Freeway 
at Bulleen Road, the North East Link 
will take around 15,000 trucks off our 
roads and cut travel times by up to 35 
minutes, while creating 10,300 jobs 
during construction. 

Ms Terpstra told the Diary “The 
Andrews Labor  G overnment  is 
delivering the transport infrastructure 
that Manningham needs.” 

The budget also kickstarted detailed 
planning and pre-construction works 
on the Suburban Rail Loop, the biggest 
transformation of public transport in 
Victoria. 

With 12 new underground stations, 
including one at Doncaster, this 
new 90-kilometre rail line will circle 
Melbourne’s suburbs and connecting 
every major rail line from the Frankston 
line to the Werribee line. 

Ms Terpstra said the budget will also 
deliver $7.25 million to purchase land 
for a brand-new Chinese aged-care 
facility, recognising Victoria’s growing 
Chinese communities. 

Additionally, a one-off grant of 
$500,000 will go towards upgrading 
facilities at the On Luck Nursing Home 
in Donvale, which provides residential 

aged care to the Chinese community. 
The statement also outlined a plan 

to make sure our kids are ready for 
school, delivering on a commitment 
to begin the rollout of universal three-
year-old kinder, providing $882 million 
to ensure that every three-year-old has 
access to at least five hours per week of 
subsidised kinder by 2022 — increasing 
to 15 hours per week. 

A further $28.5 million will see early 
childhood added to the list of Free 
TAFE courses, reducing financial 
barriers for students, encouraging 
enrolment and supporting the Labor 
Government’s rollout of universal 
three-year-old kinder. 

A further $321.9 million will fund 
dental vans visiting primary schools. 

Ms Terpstra said this will save families 
around $400 a year per child in dental 
costs, as well as saving parents the 
inconvenience of taking time off work 
for appointments. 

She said once fully rolled out, this 
initiative will also free up more than 
100,000 places in the public dental care 
system each year. 

Local Member for Warrandyte, Ryan 
Smith told the Diary this year’s Labor 
State Budget is a disappointing one for 
the Warrandyte Electorate, with not 
a single dollar of capital investment 
in our local schools, public transport, 
roads or sporting clubs.

”Warrandyte High School, to which I 
had made a $4.1 million commitment 
to has missed out again. 

“With no funding to our local schools, 

it is all very well for the government to 
call Victoria the Education State, but 
actions speak far louder than words,” 
he said.

Mr Smith also told the Dairy, the 
Warrandyte electorate’s numerous 
sporting clubs also did not receive any 

funding. 
“ T h e s e  c l u b s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t 

community hubs, which support 
local kids who, as part of these clubs, 
learn about respect, teamwork and 
resilience,” he said.

He said withholding funding from 

targeted electorates “has become a 
hallmark of Daniel Andrews”, who, Mr 
Smith said, “consistently puts politics 
ahead of genuine need”.

“With the community’s support I will 
continue to keep advocating for my 
electorate’s fair share,” said Mr Smith.

2019/20 State Budget — What’s in it for Warrandyte?

By SANDI MILLER
THE NORTH East Link Authority 
(NELA) has released its Environmental 
Effects Statement (EES).

Both Manningham and Boroondara 
Councils have had concerns over, in 
particular, the light industrial and 
sporting precincts in their council 
areas.

Manningham Council claims that 
1,200 jobs will be lost with the loss 
of the light industrial areas around 
Bulleen and that the road project will 
take away public sporting facilities in 
the area.

In a special meeting on June 4, Cr 
Paul McLeish spoke passionately 
about the need for compensation 
for removal of these local amenities, 

particularly as they are situated on 
some of the only flat open space in 
the municipality.

The special meeting also heard 
public submissions, with public 
concern expressed for the welfare of 
the 350-year-old River Red Gum in 
Bridge Road Bulleen, which council 
have agreed is of significant cultural 
and environmental importance and 
have included its protection as one 
of their recommendations, along with 
Bolin Bolin Billabong.

B a s e d  o n  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y 
i n f o r m a t i o n  p rov i d e d  o n  t h e 
proposed North East Link (NEL) 
project, Manningham Council has 
submitted 19 recommendations to 
the North East Link Authority (NELA).

Of those 19, the following are 
of significance to the residents of 
Warrandyte.

1. The upgrade of Templestowe Road 
(including an off-road shared path) 
should be included as part of the NEL 
project.
2. That a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
ser vice between the CBD and 
Manningham is incorporated as part 
of the Doncaster Busway proposal.
3. Ensure that public transport 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  s e r v i c e 
improvements to the Doncaster Area 
Rapid Transit (DART) are provided.
4. Provide a number of improvements 
to the local bus network to support 
public transport connections between 

the City of Manningham and the La 
Trobe National Employment and 
Innovation Cluster. 
5. Develop the existing Doncaster 
Park & Ride site to create a mixed-
use Transit-Oriented Development 
(TOD). 
6. That a corridor along the Eastern 
Freeway is preserved for a future 
heavy rail link to Doncaster (or that 
the Doncaster Busway is designed to 
allow for future transition to heavy 
rail). 
7. To deliver a number of walking 
and cycling improvements including 
a new shared-path bridge across the 
Yarra River between Bulleen and 
Heidelberg and safer pedestrian 
crossings in various locations. 

8. Enhance the Koonung Creek Linear 
Park and associated trails, including a 
safe crossing point at Doncaster Road 
and maintain the existing natural 
landscape environment. 
9. Minimise or mitigate impact to 
several sites of (cultural, recreational 
o r  c o m m u n i t y )  s i g n i f i c a n c e 
throughout the municipality. 
10. Provide prominent public art at key 
“gateway” entrances to Manningham. 
11. Ensure that no road tolls are 
introduced to the Eastern Freeway

Public submissions to the North 
East Link EES have now closed.

The next step is for the appointment 
o f  a n  In q u i r y  a n d  A d v i s o r y 
Committee (IAC) who will conduct 
hearings starting on July 25.

By JAMES POYNER
THE VEC Representational Review 
of Nillumbik Shire Council has 
now concluded and the VEC are 
recommending Option B — to retain 
the current ward/coucillor structure.

Within hours of the review being 
published, Friends of Nillumbik were 
expressing their dissappointment 
regarding the outcome while Proactive 
Landowners(PALs) were hailing the 
result as a win for democracy, stating 
in an email to their subscribers:

“ T h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e s p o n s e 
submissions for the ‘quiet ratepayer’ 
certainly assisted in swaying the 
views of the VEC.

ALL submissions, no matter 
how large or small, CAN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE.”

Nillumbik Shire Council stated they 
welcomed the decision to maintain 
the current single councillor ward 
structure.

Nillumbik Shire Mayor Cr Karen 
Egan thanked the VEC for listening 
to the recommendations made by 
Council and the community:

“By keeping a one-ward, one-
councillor system, residents can be 
reassured they will be represented 
by a local; someone who understands 
their area and issues,” she said.
A potted history of the 2019 review

This bureaucratic process, occurring 
approximately every 12 years, is 
designed to make sure residents 
of  municipalities are properly 
represented in local government.

The changes will come into effect 

at the next municipal election, 
scheduled to take place in October 
2020.

The geography and diverse economy 
of Nillumbik was always going to 
make this tough.

A concentrated population in urban 
areas such as Eltham clash with the 
dispersed population of the Green 
Wedge areas, which, although are 
smaller in number, reside in an area 
which makes up nearly two-thirds of 
the municipalities area.

The Preliminary Submissions 
window saw the bulk of the 76 
submitters calling for a proportional 
representation system, similar to that 
found in the Senate, reasons for this 
boiling down to the partisan nature 
of Nillumbik’s councillors and the 
swing between pro-conservation and 
pro-development which frequently 
has both councillors and community 
groups up in arms.

It  wa s  f e l t  t hat  a  syste m  o f 
either single-ward representation 
or multi-ward, multi-councillor 
representational government would 
reduce the risk of a ward having a 
councillor with a specific ideology 
which could alienate some residents.

The VEC’s preliminary report, 
released in April, proposed two 
options.

Option A (the VEC’s preferred 
system) called for multi-councillor 
wards: Seven councillors across 
three wards, which would divide the 
shire up into one large ward for the 
Green Wedge, with two councillors, 

and two smaller wards for the urban 
areas — each with three councillors, 
unifiying the urban centre of Eltham 
in its own ward and the Nillumbik 
end of the Eastern Growth Corridor 
in its own ward.

What is difficult to comprehend is 
scale, the Option A named Artisans 
Hills Ward is substantially larger 
than the other two wards and only 
has two councillors representing it, 
but it would mean there were two 
councillors representing all of the 
Artisan Hills and the Green Wedge.

Option B was representative of the 
current system, seven councillors and 
seven wards.

Public responses for the Preliminary 
Report included submissions from 
Council, Warrandyte Community 
Association, Proactive Landowners, 
Friends of Nillumbik and individual 
councillors.

The whole process saw a total of 157 
public submissions.

Council ,  and the individual 
c o u n c i l l o r s  w h o  s u b m i t t e d 
a response are keen to keep the 
current system in place, while a 
brief look at submissions from 
known community groups and their 
members would suggest a divide — 
the pro-conservation groups were in 
strong support for Option A whilst 
the pro-development groups prefer 
Option B.

Given there is essentially a 50/50 
split between Option A and B, that 
Council would prefer Option B but 
that the VEC prefer Option A, their 

final decision was always going to be 
controversial.

The recommendation will now 
go before the Minister for Local 
Government, Hon. Adem Somyurek 
MLC who will decide whether or not 
to accept the recommendation.

On June 26, the VEC will commence 

its review of Manningham.
At the last review in 2007, the VEC 

opted to change Manningham from 
eight councillors over four wards to 
nine councillors over three wards.
Pictured: Recommended ward/
councillor structure and (Inset) 
previous preferred Option A.

Protecting our local amenity from North East Link

Nillumbik Representation Review report published
Victorian Electoral Commission recommends no significant change, community groups divided over outcome

Images courtesy Victorian Electoral Commission
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Congratulations to Jan Davies and 
Doug Seymour who have each been 
awarded an OAM in this year’s 
Queen’s Birthday honours.

Doug Seymour
Doug Seymour has been recognised 

for his work in the Warrandyte 
Community, most notably with the 
Warrandyte Community Association, 
where he has been on the central 
committee since 2012.

Doug was also a foundation member 
of the Warrandyte Environment 
League in 1970, where he served as 
President for more than six years.

Doug told the Diary he was surprised 
by the award, but said it was “much 
appreciated, as the nomination must 
have been put forward by some of 
the wonderful Warrandyte people I 
have worked with in the interests of 
sensitive planning and conservation 
values over the past 40 years”.

“We value our heritage bushland 
character and conservation values 
and you are never alone when the 
battle goes forward in this town,” 
he said.

More recently he has been on 
the committee of the Warrandyte 
Community Retirement Cooperative, 
which has been working to enable 
older Warrandyte residents the 
opportunity  of  staying within 
War randyte  when the  t ypical 
Warrandyte block becomes too much 
to maintain. 

The cooperative built the award-
winning Creekside retirement village, 
and are nearing completion of the 
new Riverside development in West 
End Road.

The honour has also recognised 
D o u g ’s  t i re l e s s  w o r k  f o r  t h e 
community of Warrandyte on his work 
on numerous committees, including 

the WCA’s Be Ready Warrandyte 
campaign, which promoted fire safety 
throughout the community, as well 
as his volunteering with Friends of 
Warrandyte State Park, where he has 
been a member since its inception 
in 1982. 

He has also been involved with the 
Warrandyte Historical Society since 
1976, and managed the Warrandyte 
Organic Food Cooperative.

Jan Davies
Dr Janice Davies (B.Sc Hons, Grad 

Dip HRM, MBA, PhD) has been 
recognised for her considerable 
contribution both to health care 
throughout Australia and to her local 
community in Warrandyte over the 
last 40 years. 

Jan Davies’ two faceted award 
acknowle dg es  her  g enerosi ty 
with her time with pro-bono and 

community activities, in addition to 
her considerable achievements in her 
professional life. 

Health
As a leading innovator in the 

health sector in Australia, she has 
introduced “communities of practice” 
to clinicians around the country — 
helping health service leaders identify 
ways to improve the clinical services 
they deliver to patients.

Jan initiated innovative approaches 
to address educational,  social 
and health inequalities in rural, 
disadvantaged and Indigenous 
communities. 

She established the National 
Institute of Clinical Studies (NICS) 
in collaboration with Professor 
Chris Silagy AO and worked with 
Alzheimer’s Australia to introduce 
new programs designed to improve 
the care and design of services for 
people with Alzheimer’s.

Jan has an abiding commitment 
to protecting some of the most 
vulnerable people in the community.

Jan has also been actively involved 
in a national bullying prevention 
program, and  in caring for and 
supporting victims of sexual assault. 

One of her earliest projects, in the 
1990s, was to head up and coordinate 
the establishment of the North-
East Centre Against Sexual Assault 
(NECASA).

Community
The legacy of Jan’s volunteer work is 

enjoyed by the thousands of people 
who use the Warrandyte State Park, 
the Warrandyte Community Centre 
and our many cultural and social 
facilities.

Her passion for community health 
is seen in the many trekking tours she 
has organised, and her leadership of 
the Heart Foundation Walking Group.

He r  e n d u r i n g  l e ga c y  i n  t h e 

Warrandyte community is  her 
achievements as Co-Chair of the 
Warrandyte Environment League. 

In this role, she spearheaded a 
campaign advocating for the State 
Government to purchase land in 
North Warrandyte now known 
as  Koornong Reserve and was 
instrumental in convincing the then 
Eltham Council to purchase the 
environmentally sensitive Professors 
Hill land as a Council Reserve.

She also persuaded the then 
Doncaster and Eltham Councils 
to purchase vacant garage land in 
central Warrandyte as a site for a 
Community Centre. 

The Warrandyte Community Centre 
was later developed by Manningham 
Council to house the community 
library, Warrandyte Diary, the 
Neighbourhood House and facilities 
to host many other community 
functions and activities. 

By SANDI MILLER
IN MAY, the nation celebrated 
the 30th anniversary of National 
Volunteer Week and both our local 
councils used the event to celebrate 
selfless work of volunteers. 

Ni l l u m b i k  s a w  a r o u n d  2 0 0 
volunteers attend a Volunteer 
Appreciation event.

This year’s theme was “making a 
world of difference” and Nillumbik 
Shire Council Mayor Karen Egan, said 
this is exactly what the thousands of 
residents volunteering for a multitude 
of community organisations did.

“Our volunteers are the glue that 
hold the fabric of our society together 
— their efforts have contributed to 
Nillumbik being officially named as 
the happiest Shire in Victoria, and go 
a long way to our goal of becoming 
the most liveable municipality in 
Australia,” Cr Egan said.

M e a n w h i l e ,  M a n n i n g h a m 
r e c o g n i s e d  o u t s t a n d i n g 
achievements and contributions to 
the community by eight individuals 
and community groups at the 
Manningham Civic Awards. 

Manningham Mayor Cr Paula 
Piccinini said the awards are in their 
second year.

“They showcase the diversity 
our community and exceptional 
commitment of individuals and 
organisations who give so much to 
others. 

“We had an overwhelming response 
for nominations and to see the 
difference so many make to our 
community was humbling”. 

The 2019 Manningham Civic Award 
winners were; Citizen of the Year 
Hardy Shum,  Young Citizen of 
the Year Zoe Petropoulos, Sport 
Achievement Award Alan Duffus, 
Volunteer of the Year Kathy Monley, 
and Community Achievement 
Aw a r d  D o nv a l e  A l l  Ab i l i t i e s 
Basketball.

Highly  commended in their 
respective awards were; Humdaan 
Hafeez (Young Citizen of the Year), 
Sue Whitten (Volunteer of the Year) 
and Kevin Heinze Grow (Community 
Achievement).

There was a large representation 
from Warrandyte. 

South Warrandyte Cricket Club 
stalwart Alan Duffus returned to 
the podium as Sports Achievement 
Award recipient, after winning a 
Menzies Australia Day Civic Award 
in January.

He told the Diary  he felt very 
privileged to be nominated for the 
award.

“You don’t think when you start 
playing sport that something like this 
is going to happen.

“I’ve had such a great long time in 
sport, my wife supports me, I’ve had 
a great time coaching kids and I feel 
that my life has been well worthwhile 
in sport.”

The winner of the Community 
Achievement award, Doncaster All 
Abilities Basketball, facilitated by 
Warrandyte resident Lance Nilsson, 
with our very own Fireball ranked 
among the finalists for the coveted 
award.

Local SES Community Education 
Manager Sue Whitten, who regularly 
features in these pages, was highly 
commended for Volunteer of the 
Year.

The value of volunteering
People volunteer in a wide range 

are areas, from schools, charities 
and community service groups, 
to environment groups, sporting 
groups and emergency services, with 
volunteers ranging in age from teens 
to in their 90s.

Nillumbik Council reported that 38 
per cent of volunteers are over the age 
of 65, and of this number, eight per 
cent are over the age of 80.

The age at which people volunteer 
has three distinct peaks: People in 
their late teens, women in their 40s, 
and seniors of both genders from 
60–75.

Women in their  40s tend to 
volunteer  around school  and 
children’s activities while older 
people tend to have more spare time 
in retirement.

Cr Egan said it was necessary to 
overcome barriers to volunteering.

“ T h e r e  a r e  o f t e n  l i m i t e d 
volunteering opportunities for those 
with disability — feedback shows this 
is a barrier that causes significant 
frustration,” Cr Egan said.

“There are endless possibilities as to 
how a person can volunteer — from 
doing admin work, to talking on 
the phone, making sandwiches and 

driving community buses.
“There are times in our lives when 

we can give — and also receive.
“People can be both a volunteer 

and a recipient of volunteer services.
“For example someone may need 

help to be driven to a centre where 
they can help out.”

Community Services chair Cr 
Grant Brooker said through giving, 
volunteers also received.

“Volunteering teaches us skills, 
gives us a sense of purpose, allows 
us to make new friends, gets us out of 
our homes and affords many a sense 
of self-worth.

“While it can be challenging at 
times, it is worth it,” Cr Brooker said.

One of the many volunteers helping 
out was Cr Jane Ashton, who recently 
spent a morning at Edendale Farm 

helping propagate native seedlings 
in the nursery.

Cr Ashton said that experience, 
like so many others learned through 
volunteering, taught people new 
skills.

“We had a teen volunteer who 
helped out backstage with lighting 
at a council-sponsored school 
production — now he’s employed 
in the industry – and loving it,” Cr 
Ashton said.

For volunteering opportunities in 
your council area go to: 

https://www.nillumbik.vic.gov.
au/Living-in/Volunteering, or 

https://www.manningham.vic.
gov.au/volunteering

or talk to the many local clubs and 
groups across Warrandyte.

Recognising the value of volunteering

Manningham Civic Awards 2019 winners

Queen’s Birthday honours for local stalwarts

Doug Seymour OAM Janice Davies OAM
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By KATRINA BENNETT 
& ALISTAIR BENNETT

much ado

OUR WORLD WAS rocked this month 
when our youngest, oft the source of 
our family misadventures and fodder 
for my monthly random spray of words 
which loosely translate into a story for 
this esteemed local newspaper; did 
a month tour of duty in Melbourne’s 
hospital system.

From an unexpected but seemingly 
benign admission to the Austin 
Hospital that quickly escalated into 
a scene from a crossover episode of 
Ambulance and House with some 
ridiculous Neighbours roller coaster of 
emotions thrown in for good measure.

We toured Monash Children’s PICU, 
operating theatres, wards, some more 
PICU and were finally spat out at the 
Royal Children’s Hospital.

Spat may be too mild a word.
Whilst Warrandyte’s driveways were 

getting relocated into neighbours’ 
yards and the Yarra rose enough that 
you could finally paddle a canoe; our 
critical care ambulance sailed through 
the flooded Melbournian streets and 
floated down into the RCH ambo bay.

Donning scuba masks and flippers 
we continued our medical horror story 
into the unknown.

Nurses,  special ists,  surgeons 
and doctors all came together like 
Bananarama and Spandau Ballet when 
Bob Geldof and Midge Ure decided 
they wanted to save some starving 
Africans, feed the world and let them 
know it was Christmas time.

But these are all professionals 
with years of training — who didn’t 
have training, was the community of 
Warrandyte.

“They” say it takes a village to raise 

a child but “they” also say pineapple 
can go on pizzas, so what do “they” 
really know?

Our experience tells me it does takes 
a village, our village, to save our child.

We will forever be grateful to the 
Warrandyte Junior Footy club, who’s 
teams our kids plays in.

Dedicating matches to our boy and 
making a fabulous video that produced 
more tears then a months lack of sleep 
and adrenaline overloads ever could.

Grateful for our local primary school 
for their concern, best wishes and 
assistance for the eventual integration 
back into the education system, of 
which us parents are much more 
thrilled with than our reluctant book-
shy offspring. 

For the big kid’s school who got wind 
that something was awry and went 
out of their way to lessen our burden 
(*cough cough* school fees *cough*) 
and care for their well-being in our 
prolonged absences.

With the Warrandyte network well 
and truly alive and kicking, we haven’t 
had to cook a meal throughout our 
entire ordeal: lasagnes of every type, 
meatballs, curries, soups, sausage rolls 
and that thing that what’s-his-name 
made that I’m still not sure if it was 
vegan or not.

Who am I kidding, it’s Warrandyte, 
of course it’s vegan.

The kids lunch boxes have never 
been so full or enticing.

We would also like to apologise for 
personally re-opening the Hazelwood 
Coal power station.

With the food overflowing from our 
normal fridge, like Bill-Ray Cyrus’s 
career, the old fridge/freezer was 
kicked back into life for 2019.

Who would’ve thought a song about 
taking a horse down an old town road 
would be so popular?

Now, we’re not really one to support 
massive US corporate conglomerates 

but we are thankful for Instagram.
T h e  b e l o w - 1 3 - y e a r s - o f - a g e -

Warrandytians defied its terms and 
conditions, when they falsified their 
dates of birth to be pre-2006.

Not since the entire youth of Bomont, 
Utah rebelled against the Mayor in 
Footloose, have so many kids stuck it 
to the man.

A lifeline was there, funnelled 
through social media, for our boy to 
have a 24-hour connection to those 
that cared for him.

He was sorry his hands couldn’t 
type back to his friends but he knew 
they missed him and he was never 
really alone.

The kids from school, the kids from 
that other school over the hill, the kids 
from the skate park, his footy team, his 
basketball team; they all wanted their 
friend to be well.

So, thank you Warrandyte.
We know we said you weren’t trained 

to be like you are, but we think that 
might not be true.

Every day, you train to be kind to 
each other; the volunteering at the 
BMX club, the netball club, the footy 
club, the smiles in the IGA, the nod 
along the river path, the “How ya’ 
doing?” at Now and Not Yet, the giving 
of the local bank and from the Rotary 
Club.

We couldn’t tell you who anyone 
in Warrandyte voted for at the last 
election but we do know that everyone 
voted to put their arms around our 
kid and our family when we needed 
it most.

You may not know us from a bar of 
soap (for the kids playing at home, 
that’s body wash in solid form) but you 
love and care for someone who loves 
and cares for someone else, that loved 
and cared for us.

So, keep it up, you never know when 
you’ll need that Warrandyte embrace. 

Sitting here writing this, in our RCH 

fourth floor “apartment”, overlooking 
the green expanse of Royal Park 
watching the gum trees bend in the 
breeze.

We watch with longing, waiting 
for the time we can come home and 
watch our own gum trees bending in 
the breeze.

As for Bob Geldoff, Midge Ure and 
then the Americans that had to jump 
on the humanitarian band wagon to 
sing We are the World, I think it’s more 
appropriate to sing the Blood’s song:

We are Warrandyte
We are the good old Red and White
We don’t care, who it is we meet
We’d give them the shoes right off 
our feet
We live together, we stick together
We give it all we’ve got to look after 
our own
We are the good old Red and White.

Much ado about… something

JUST AS THIS edition Diary was 
about to head off to the printers, 
the women of Wonga Park stepped 
out for their second Women’s Local 
Day Out.

Around 40 women joined in the 
fun in and around Wonga Park.

Broken into four groups the 
women got to have a great day out 
and get to know different aspects of 
their local community.

But it was not just about the good 
times being had — an extra warm 
feeling came from the fact that 
all proceeds were donated to the 
Wonga Park CFA.

“ This helps us protect  our 
community,” said Wonga Park CFA 
Captain, Aaron Farr.

And you can’t ask for a better 
feeling than that.

Full report in next month’s Diary.

Day out 
for a good 

cause



JUNE 2019 Warrandyte Diary 9

By SUSAN FOREMAN
IN NOVEMBER 2016, Kate and Joel 
Gniel’s world was turned upside down 
when they were delivered the life 
changing news that their two-year-old 
son, Harvey, had leukaemia.

However, they were equally stunned 
by the support they received from the 
people around them, the Park Orchards 
community.

“You don’t really appreciate just what 
the term ‘community’ means until you 
become the focus of its attention.

“ The ordeal  of  our son being 
diagnosed with cancer was made so 
much easier to deal with, thanks to 
the people we share a postcode with,” 
said Kate.

With hospital  stays becoming 
less frequent and Harvey’s health 
improving, Joel and Kate have focused 
their spare time on becoming more 
involved in their community through 
business, sport and schooling.

“We figured it was time to ‘pay-it-

forward’, to help our community help 
others,” said Joel.

They have become actively involved 
in fundraising and are more conscious 
of the power of local networks to 
support community causes and in 
doing so, have they have seen some 
wonderful examples of community 
engagement.

But they have also seen worthy causes 
failing to resonate locally.

Often this is because their aims 
are too broad, or the event is too 
Melbourne-centric.

They have also noticed there seems 
to be a lack of events that encourage 
networking among local businesses 
and, in particular, businessmen.

It is for this reason that Kate and 
Joel have developed an event with 
community engagement aimed at 
local businessmen called, League of 
Gentlemen.

The aim of this event is to encourage 
like-minded, local men in business to 
come together to network.

The event also has a strong social 
theme which also aims to help local 
men build better social networks as 
well.

“The simple fact is men don’t share 
as openly as women do but often the 
social networks in place are aimed at 
those nearing retirement.

“We wanted to create a networking 
event which had all the benefits of 
a Lions, Rotary or a Mens’ Shed but 
without the stigma of age — a 30+ 
network of sorts.”

But the League of Gentlemen is also 
about helping others outside of this 
network.

All funds raised at the inaugural 
League of Gentlemen event will go 
to Challenge who are currently in the 
process of building a holiday retreat for 
families on the cancer journey to have 
some respite  in Healesville.

C ha l l e n g e  i s  a  n o t- f o r-p ro f i t 
organisation that provides daily 
support for children and families living 
with cancer.

Challenge has made life more 
enjoyable for Harvey’s older brothers, 
Charlie (9) and Alfie (7) who have often 
been unintentionally forgotten during 
the journey.

“As with all community events, we 
rely on the generosity of our local 
community to make it a success.

“We are excited to have Warrandyte 
Community Bank on board as our 
platinum sponsor.

“We are inviting all local businesses to 
get involved in the event as a sponsor, 
as well as donate products/services for 
the live auction and raffle prizes and of 
course to attend the lunch,” said Joel.

League of Gentlemen will be held 
on Friday, August 30 at Potters in 
Warrandyte.

Ticket are $150 and will go on 
sale over the coming weeks.
For more information about 
this event please visit:
leagueofgentlemen.com.au

Enriching our community culture

I N T E R N E T  c o n n e c t i o n / s p e e d 
frustration is a frequent topic 
discussed in Warrandyte’s cafés and 
on numerous social media pages.

Diary reporter SUSAN FOREMAN 
recently sat down with Michael 
Bethune, long-time Warrandyte 
resident and director of national 
internet provider Australia On Line.

Who is better suited to address 
Warrandyte’s NBN needs?

He not only can deliver the NBN 
but, as a resident, lives and breathes 
Warrandyte’s internet issues.

In the first of this three-part series, 
Susan and Michael sit down to talk 
about Australia On Line and why the 
NBN is good for Warrandyte.
Diary: So Michael, how long have 
you been in the internet provider 
business?

Michael: Well I co-founded one of 
Australia’s first internet providers in 
1993 and then founded Australia On 
Line in 1994.
Diary: I bet things were different 
then.
Michael:  Yes, so different. Any 
teenager today has 100 times more 
Internet throughput on their smart 
phone than the entire country had 
in ’93. 
Diary: That’s amazing, how things 
have changed!  So you l ive  in 
Warrandyte?
Michael: We’ve lived here for 27 years; 
it’s a special place. 
Diary: And Australia On Line?
M i c h a e l :  W e ’ v e  c u s t o m e r s 
nationwide, from Humpty Doo to 
Hobart; ProductReview.com.au rates 
us as one of the top 4 ISPs.

We see ourselves as small enough to 
know our customers and big enough 
to provide competitive rates. All 
our staff are in Australia and we’re 
committed to providing local IT kids 
with entry-level positions to enable 
them to get a start.
Diary: We’ve heard so many bad 
reports about the NBN — will the 
NBN fix Warrandyte’s Internet woes? 
Michael: Getting NBN latter means 
we’ll get the better technology.
Diary: OK, so why will our NBN be 
better?
Michael: Most of the NBN elsewhere 
has the fast fibre going only to some 
spots, the nodes. The nodes are 
often some distance away from most 
houses, and so NBN then relies on 
old, tired networks, such as the old 
copper phone lines, to bridge the 

distance to the house, sometimes up 
to a 1km away.
The longer the copper line used the 
more dropouts and slower the speed. 
If you are close to the fibre, the node, 
you are OK, but most aren’t.
Diary: So that’s the bad NBN news, 
what’s the good news for us?
Michael: In Warrandyte the fibre is 
not just stopping at some node up the 
street but is being run the length of 
every street, coming past every house, 
it’s called Fibre-to-the-Curb.
The only bit of old copper phone line 
used is the short lead-in from the 
street to the house.
Diary: So that means that everyone’s 
as close as everyone else to the fast 
fibre?
Michael: Yes that’s right, there are 
no “privileged” households close to 

the node and no throughput starved 
households further away, everyone 
is as close as any other to the good 
stuff, the fibre.
Diary: So when’s NBN coming?
Michael: From August this year, 
according to NBN’s current schedule.
Diary: Do I have to change to NBN? 
What if I’m happy with what I’ve got 
now?
Michael: The government mandates 
disconnection of old services 18 
months after NBN is available in an 
area. So yes, you have to change, 
sooner or later.
Diary: Thank you Michael, I am 
sure our readers will feel much 
better knowing there is an internet 
provider who is sympathetic to our 
community’s internet worries.
Michael: Thanks, Susan.

Warrandyte and the NBN: what do we need to know? 
The Gniel family
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SMALLER WINERIES YARRA VALLEY
Winter Solstice

Shortest Lunch 2019
Saturday 22 & Sunday 23 June
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Live music, tastings, specials, grazing plates and 

Digging for Fire hot food
Enquiries: 9722 1304

www.shortestlunch.com.au
$15 entry includes souvenir glass

WONGA PARK NEWS sponsored by Kellybrook Winery
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Hoon behaviour questioned in Parliament

Words and Photos by 
JO FRENCH
A WEEKEND of autumn colour and 
apple goodness awaited anyone willing 
to pull on their boots and a jacket, grab 
a picnic rug and head out to Kellybrook 
Winery and Distillery’s annual Cider 
Festival.

Kellybrook is situated in the old Yarra 
Valley orchard belt in Wonga Park and 
is set amongst beautiful gardens and 
miles of vines.

Held on the first weekend in May, 
the festival celebrates the end of the 
apple harvest with big, red, sticky 
toffee apples and warm spiced cider 
that chases away any chill that may 
be in the air.

Although, if you are local you will 
already know this.

The Cider Festival tends to be a who’s-
who of Warrandyte, Park Orchards and 
Wonga Park so if you were not there 
where were you?

Now in its 31st year, the Cider Festival 
had entertainment, food and fabulous 
cider in abundance. 

It is the only time of year you can 
experience Kellybrook’s famous 
“scrumpy”, a rough and cloudy cider 
with a full-bodied flavour.

You can buy it in a four-litre bottle 
and share it with friends under the 
sprawling branches of the great oak 
tree while listening to a line-up of 
talented local artists that will have your 
feet tapping and your boots scooting.

Kellybrook have been making both 
still and sparkling cider since the 1960s, 
pioneering the process in the Yarra 
Valley and using apples from their 
Wonga Park orchard.

One talented Diary reader, Rachel 
Morrell  won herself  a  case of 
Kellybrook’s delicious drop, going 

above and beyond with her poetic 
response to our competition question: 
“What do you love about Kellybrook 
Cider?”
As ciders go, you’ll notice some are 
really quite a fizzer.
While others fall into the ho-hum 
range of ‘hit-or-misser.’
No risk of that with Kellybrook, they 
really are ‘the bomb’.
Using only fresh-picked fruits they 
simply go down with aplomb.
I’d recommend you get some in your 
tum!

At the annual celebration of all things 
apple-y there is a cornucopia laid out 
before you as you explore the grounds. 

Kellybrook’s own estate grown wines, 
ciders and beers are on tap, and 
food trucks offering an abundance of 
gourmet pizzas, falafels, calamari and 
crepes tempt your tastebuds — even 
toffee apples if that is your thing!

Entertainment flowed under the 
giant oak, with Ginger Pony, Ghost 
Towns of the Midwest, Mission Brown 
and Sal Kimber and Rollin Wheel 
keeping the toes tapping all weekend.

The entertainment was not limited to 
the main stage, Morris dancers swung 
one another around to the sound of 
bells and stomping feet, while local 
songstress Jo Pearson went unplugged 
in front of the cosy cellar door fireplace.

The kids had their own fun on tap 
with face painting, a jumping castle 
and outdoor activities to keep them 
entertained and the piles of autumn 
leaves around the property lent 
themselves to all sorts of mischief.

What’s not to love … autumn leaves, 
scrumpy and a picnic rug! 

If you didn’t make it this year, put it 
in your calendar for next year — it’s an 
event not to be missed.

Scrumpy-licious

By DAVID HOGG
THE PERMIT and tender process for 
the Jumping Creek Road Upgrade 
project is moving forward.

The planning permit application for 
vegetation removal associated with 
the next stage was advertised during 
May and a decision is anticipated in 
June or July.

Manningham Council did not 
receive any submissions during the 
advertising period.

Leigh Harrison, Director City 
Services, tells us: “A tender process 
for construction of the Jumping 
Creek Road upgrade will begin once 
a planning permit is issued.”

“At this stage early construction 
w o r k s  b e t w e e n  R i n g w o o d -
Warrandyte Road and Nelson Drive 
are anticipated to start in late 2019”.

Jumping Creek 
Road updateBy JAMES POYNER

LAST MONTH’S letter to the Editor 
regarding the car fire at Jumping Creek 
Reserve in April has highlighted the 
ongoing concern nearby residents 
have regarding the broader issue of 
community safety.

Warrandyte resident Gail Watts 
subsequently met separately with 
Upper House member Sonja Terpstra 
and member for Warrandyte, Ryan 
Smith at their request, after they saw 
her letter to the Editor in last month’s 
Diary.

Both Ms Terptra and Mr Smith 
were very concerned about the fuel 
load in the Warrandyte State Park 
and both said they would write a 
letter to the Environment Minister, 
Lily D’Ambrosio to voice concerns 
regarding the fire risk, removal of 
wood fired BBQs and having the gates 
closed every night.

Apart from the fire hazard, Ms 

Terptra said she was very concerned 
about the dilapidated condition of the 
BBQs and the potential for personal 
injury.

Ms Watts said she was reminded by 
her neighbour Terry Tovey, about a 
meeting with Ryan Smith and Parks 
Victoria, in October 2014 about the 
issue, and a subsequent letter from 
Mr Smith.

In  t h i s  l e t t e r  Pa rk s  Vi c t o r i a 
committed to considering the viability 
of installing a solar gate at the entrance 
to the park. 

There has been no further contact re 
this promise.

WCA President Carli Lange-Boutle 
told the Diar y the Warrandyte 
Community Association has taken up 
this issue with the local councils and 
Parks Victoria.

The Diary contacted Member for 
Warrandyte Ryan Smith for comment.

Mr Smith informed the Diary he put 

the question to Minister for Energy, 
Environment and Climate Change, Lily 
D’Ambrosio, during Question Time at 
a recent sitting of State Parliament.

“Having this reserve open 24 hours 
a day has been causing headaches 
for local residents, as the car park has 
been subject to weekly use by hoons 
and their vehicles.

“Neighbouring residents and those 
opposite the reserve in Warrandyte 
are subjected to this weekly plight, 
seeing and hearing the hooning from 
their properties across the Yarra River.

“Recently after one of these episodes 
a large explosion was heard.

“A stolen vehicle had been set alight, 
which subsequently set fire to nearby 
trees.

“If it had not been for the quick 
action of the volunteers at Wonga 
Park CFA this fire could have escalated 
significantly due to the substantial fuel 
load on the surrounding ground.

“At a recent meeting at the reserve 
with concerned locals, I was shown 
firsthand the damage that these hoons 
caused as well as the extreme fuel 
build-up throughout the reserve,” he 
told Parliament.

Mr Smith then highlighted the 
significant bushfire risk to Warrandyte 
and the surrounding area and pressed 
the Minister for a more aggressive fuel 
reduction strategy.

“…I ask the Minister to engage with 
her department and Parks Victoria 
to come up with a more ambitious 
program for Warrandyte State Park.

“I also ask the Minister to engage 
with Parks Victoria to have a timed 
automatic gate installed, similar to 
that at Pound Bend Reserve, at the 
entrance to Jumping Creek Reserve 
to ensure that no further damage is 
done to the car park or to the reserve.”

A response is expected from the 
Minister before June 26.
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By CHARLOTTE STERRETT 
WarrandyteCAN

green edge

AS THE DUST settles on last month’s 
Federal Election, many readers will 
be feeling devastated by the election 
results.

People who care deeply about the 
future are no doubt coming out of 
shock and experiencing deep sadness 
and grief about the re-election of a 
denialist government.

While the media has been frantic 
in trying to dissect, and analyse the 
results, let’s consider a more personal 
activity: self-care.

Here are some thoughts from 

Psychology for a Safe Climate to help 
us through this period and be mindful 
of our mental health.

It is important to give some time 
to process the emotions and to give 
space to nurturing ourselves.

It can be tempting to charge straight 
back into action with even more 
fervour to ameliorate the pain.

However, many people are already 
exhausted after the energy put into 
the election campaign, and resuming 
climate action too quickly could be 
harmful and risk burnout.

Most people need some time to rest 
and recharge, to spend some time in 
our beautiful natural world, to be with 
other like-minded people, and to give 
themselves some compassion.

Consider the following activities as 
these may help you and others:

Mindful self-compassion break
You can do this alone, with a friend 

or in a small group.
This  practice  is  draw n from 

Kristen Neff’s work on mindful self-
compassion.

Find it at: http://bit.ly/wcanmindful
Celebrate Winter Solstice  

(June 22)
Why not cook a comforting meal for 

you and your family/friends and eat 
by candlelight?

Climate therapy
Attend the half-day “‘Recognising 

our grief about climate change” 
workshop on Saturday, June22: 
www.psychologyforasafeclimate.
org/events and/or read up on how 
to manage climate change distress: 
http://bit.ly/wcanclimatedistress

About Psychology for a Safe 
Climate

Founded in 2010, Psychology for 
a Safe Climate is a not-for-profit, 
Melbourne-based organisation 
that formed in response to the 
lack of individual and community 
engagement with climate change.

As psychologists and helping 
professionals, their aim is to increase 
understanding and engagement with 
climate change.

Through workshops, presentations, 
and publications, they increase 
understanding of the psychology 
behind the challenges and difficulties 
of engagement with climate change, 
f o s t e r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s u p p o r t 
and self-care, and  help improve 
communication on climate change.

Carol Ride, Founder and President 
says: “The greatest challenge of 
climate change is to continually 
find the resources within to bear the 
tension of grieving the painful losses 
it brings, while maintaining a love and 

passion for all that life offers.”
Wild Geese 
You do not have to be good.
You do not have to walk on your 
knees
For a hundred miles through the 
desert, repenting.
You only have to let the soft animal 
of your body love what it loves.
Tell me about despair, yours, and I 
will tell you mine.
Meanwhile the world goes on.
Meanwhile the sun and the clear 
pebbles of the rain
are moving across the landscapes,
over the prairies and the deep trees,
the mountain and the rivers.

Meanwhile the wild geese, high in 
the clean blue air, are heading home 
again.
Whoever you are, no matter how 
lonely, the world offers itself to your 
imagination,
calls to you like the wild geese, harsh 
and exciting—
over and over announcing your place 
in the family of things.

— Mary Oliver

Charlotte Sterrett is a member of 
local climate change action group 
WarrandyteCAN. 
Find them on Facebook:
facebook.com/warrandytecan.

Coping with climate grief in a changing world

Dear Mr. Scott Morrison,
Congratulations on your election into 
Parliament. 

We are writing to straighten out a few 
things all of the next generation of 
Australia would love to see.

Firstly, the agreement to construct the 
Adani Coal Mine.

Not only is this fruitless act devastating 

for our amazing Great Barrier Reef (which 
has a major role in the Australian tourism 
industry), but it will also impact our global 
carbon footprint.

We beg you to withdraw your consent 
from the mine, and instead focus on the 
renewable energy industry.

Secondly, your recent disagreement to let 
the New Zealand government take in 100 
of Nauru’s inmates.

It is bad enough the government keep 
refugees in that place, but to deny 
innocent human beings of their freedom 
is an insult to our society.

At young ages children are forced to see 
their parents attempt to commit suicide, 
as well as themselves being entered 
into the dark world of depression and 
starvation.

You must change your policies.

These innocent people are in jeopardy 
of their lives.

Thirdly, your refusal to take immediate 
action on the looming problem of climate 
change.

If you want the next generation of 
Australia to have a steady future, by failing 
to change to renewable energy you are 
showing the whole of Australia that you 
don’t care about its youth.

If you switch to clean energy, such as 
solar and wind energy, you are not only 
securing thousands of jobs but are saving 
our way of life.

Thank you for reading, and we hope you 
consider our pleas for action.

Yours sincerely,
Trixie Kneebone and Bel Gooley
Age 11, Warrandyte Primary School

An open letter to the Prime Ministeryour say

Photo: Porapak Apichodilok
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By COREY BLACKWELL
GRATEFUL volunteers from South 
Warrandyte Fire Brigade welcomed a 
cheque for $80,000 from the Fireball 
Committee in a small ceremony on 
Friday, May 24. 

The donation, which was made 
possible by the money raised during 
last year’s Manningham Mayoral 
Fireball, will be used to purchase a 
replacement for the brigade’s aging 
Forward Control Vehicle.

South Warrandyte 1st Lieutenant 
N a t h a n  M c D o n a l d  s a i d  t h e 
community support for the local CFA 
volunteers was overwhelming.

“It really means a lot to the brigade,” 
he said.

“To raise the amount of funds 
needed for a project like this, would 
normally take years.” 

After 13 years of use, Nathan said 
the brigade’s current Forward Control 
Vehicle was “getting a bit old and 
worn out,” and it was decided by all 
four Greater Warrandyte brigades that 

replacing it was a top priority.
The new vehicle, which will be 

deployed as a command vehicle in 
major fires both locally and across the 
state, will allow volunteers to handle 
these emergencies more efficiently.

“Being much safer and more 
comfortable than the old one, the 
vehicle will mean the crew will be less 
fatigued,” Nathan said.

Manningham Councillor Andrew 
Conlon, who, during his tenure as 
Mayor, selected Fireball as his chosen 
charity for the Mayoral Ball in 2018, 
attended the ceremony, along with 
members of the Fireball Committee, 
including founder Julie Quinton and 
committee chair Michelle Lambert.

Julie said the donation would not 
be possible without the support of 
Cr Conlon. 

“We were thrilled when Andrew 
committed his Mayoral Ball to raise 
awareness for Fireball,” she said.

“He shares our beliefs in the 
importance of our community taking 

responsibility to ensure our CFA 
volunteers have the safest equipment 
and appliances available.”

Cr Conlon said that it is the result 
of a great team effort between the 
Fireball committee and Manningham 
Council working together with our 
very generous community.

“The Fireball committee’s ongoing 
vision and commitment to raising 
funds for the local CFA brigades is 
incredible.

“Apart from the vehicle, Fireball has 
helped increase public awareness 
and appreciation of how invaluable 
the CFA is to our community,” Cr 
Conlon said.

Since Fireball’s inaugural event in 
2014, community support through the 
initiative has been easing the burden 
on volunteers.

1st Lieutenant McDonald said 
the local volunteers were very 
appreciative for the work done by 
Fireball, which provided valuable 
relief from the stress of fundraising.

“It’s such a worthy cause because 
the local brigades can concentrate 
their efforts on community education 
and operational training” he said.

“That will in turn help the community 
when there is an emergency.”

On behalf of the South Warrandyte 
Brigade, the 1st Lieutenant thanked 
Fireball for their continued support to 
the local CFA’s dedicated volunteers.

“The Fireball team has done a great 
job in showing what we do, and the 
restraints we have in fundraising,” 
he said.

“Not only did they raise the funds, 
they helped secured the vehicle 

and did a lot of negotiating with 
companies for the best results.”

Julie thanked Cr Conlon, as well 
as the Warrandyte community for 
their passionate commitment and 
generous donations in support of 
Fireball’s cause.

“The proceeds from the 2018 
Mayoral Fireball is the reason we 
are here today handing over this 
cheque,” she said.

Organisation for the 2020 Fireball 
is underway, which will aim to raise 
enough funds to purchase a light 
tanker for Wonga Park Brigade.

Mayoral Fireball gives funds

By DEE DICKSON
WARRANDYTE Community Bank 
Branch will hold an Information 
Night to launch its 16th Community 
Investment Program on Thursday, 
June 13.

Our local bank is run by a dedicated 
team of volunteer directors who 
value the community banking model 
which sees the return of up to 80 per 
cent of profits going directly into the 
community.

In 2018, $400,000 was invested in 
local projects and since opening in 
2003 a grand total of $3.2 million has 
been returned to our region.

Chairman, Aaron Farr, said the 
branch is committed to supporting a 
thriving community.

“Reaching the $3 million mark is 
such a fantastic achievement for a 
community enterprise that many 
perceived as a far-off dream some 16 
years ago,” Aaron said.

“But we have taken this dream for 
a locally-owned and operated bank 
and turned it into a reality, financially 
supporting hundreds of community 
initiatives along the way.”

Every year since opening, the bank 
has run its Community Investment 
Program; open to not for profit groups 
to apply for grant and sponsorship 
funding.

“The program helps us to reinvest 
Warrandyte Community Bank Branch 
profits back into the local community,” 
Aaron said.

Projects may be large or small and 
may also be carried out in collaboration 
with other groups or organisations.”

Priority is given to organisations 
based in Warrandyte, Wonga Park, 
Park Orchards and nearby suburbs.

Projects that support infrastructure, 
resources, the arts, the environment, 
our schools and kinders, wellness 
programs, health and fitness and 
our CFA’s are made possible simply 
through customers doing their 
everyday banking.

“Thanks to the support of our 
shareholders, branch staff, company 
board and customers, we have grown 
to be one of the biggest sources of 
community funding in Warrandyte 
and surrounding suburbs.

“With the  supp or t  of  our 
community we can continue to 
grow our business and, most 
importantly, our community,” 
Aaron said.

The Warrandyte Community 
B a n k  B r a n c h ,  C o m m u n i t y 
Investment Program information 
night is being held at The Grand 
Hotel on Thursday, June 13 at 7pm.

Applications are available online 
and are open for submission on 
Monday, July 15 and close on 
Sunday, August 11.

For more information or to 
RSVP for the information night, 
please contact the Warrandyte 
Community Bank Branch on 
9844 2233.

Bank’s community investment program opens for 2019
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Deborah Halpern’s Warrandyte studio

Syd and Ona at Creek House Studio

Jacquie Hacansson artwork

Artist: Jacquie Hacansson

Artists: Deborah Halpern and Artek Halpern Laurence

Artist Linda MacAuley showing some 
aspiring artists painting techniques.
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By SANDI MILLER
SOMETHING MAGICAL happens each 
May and November.

The doors of the studios of some 
30 artists are thrown open to allow 
curious art-lovers a glimpse inside the 
creative spaces of some of Nillumbik’s 
art community.

The Artisan Hills are alive with potters, 
painters, glassmakers and sculptors 
each creating a treasure trove of works.

Every six months, the artists who 
participate in the Open Studio’s 
program receive scores of visitors 
across the weekend who delight in 
perusing the works of the talented 
local artists.

Nillumbik Shire Council Mayor 
Karen Egan said the Council was 
proud to support Nillumbik Artists 
Open Studios, which added to the 
Shire’s reputation as a regional arts 
destination.

“The Artists Open Studios is a major 
tourism attraction, with a significant 
economic spin-off for other local 
businesses with many visitors spending 
the day exploring all that our lovely 
Shire has on offer.”

The Diary took the opportunity to 
explore some of the artists’ worlds.

Renowned sculptor and creator of 
Warrandyte’s beloved Queen of the 
Shire, Deborah Halpern welcomed 
visitors to her creative space where she 
had many completed works and several 
works-in-progress, allowing visitors to 
understand her methods in creating 
her iconic pieces.

Deborah has had commissioned 
works installed around the world, from 
the imposing Angel at Birrarung Marr 
to an installation in Tokyo, to name 
just a couple.

She does not only work in large scale; 
I must admit I was tempted to invest in 
a piece at a size more suitable for my 
own back yard.

Her son Artek Halpern-Laurence is 
himself an accomplished artist, working 
in screen printing and photography.

Down the road in the Bend of Islands, 
founders of the Open Studios program, 
Syd Tunn and  Ona Henders on 
welcomed visitors with open arms 
and open hearts (and an open bottle 

of sherry) to their Creek House Studio.
The pair are synonymous with the 

Open Studios, so a visit to Creek House 
is a must.

Syd and Ona have graced these pages 
many a time, so need no introduction 
here, but suffice to say, their works are 
a celebration of the Spirit of Place found 
in the Bend of Islands.

Their totem animals often feature 
heavily in their work, with emus, tawny 
frogmouths, and copper butterflies 
gracing the walls of Creek House.

In the decade since the traumatic 
events of Black Saturday, Syd and Ona 
also produce works featuring grass 
trees and butterflies as symbols of 
healing and the renewal they have gone 
through since the inferno.

Tim Read  of  Tread Sculpture 
welcomed visitors with tea, scones and 
a delightful walk around his sculpture 
trail.

Working with reclaimed and recycled 
steel, Tim’s pieces are a gorgeous 
reflection of his love of the natural 
world around him.

The trail itself, is a relaxing meander 
around his beautiful bush block, 
with a surprise around every corner, 
sometimes an enormous flower, 
sometimes a quirky character, or you 
could wander into Buzz, the giant 
bumble bee.

Tread Sculpture’s pieces are always 
artistic and often also practical, with 
fire pits, letter boxes, planters, doors, 
screens alongside the purely decorative 
pieces.

Tim collaborates with other artists 
when creating his distinctive pieces.

He works with a glass artist who 
provides elements Tim weaves into his 
works, and Linda MacAuley provides 
the fine artwork that Tim incorporates 
into his designs, either painted or 
plasma cut.

Linda also had her Eltham studio 
open for the program where her love 
of landscape and birdlife was evident.

Linda travels across the country and 
often paints en plein air.

“All the landscapes I produce are 
created in the places I have been,” she 
told the Diary.

Having travelled and worked with 
indigenous artists around Alice Springs, 

Linda has some magical works painted 
in Central Australia, as well as some 
delightful portraits of emus, owls and 
other feathered wildlife (with the odd 
camel thrown in for comic relief).

Around the corner from Linda’s studio, 
is glass artist Jacquie Hacansson’s Red 
Door Studio, where the artist produces 
beautiful glassware, including vases, 
leadlight windows and glass mosaic 
portraits.

Jacquie took me through the process 
of producing her pieces, which involves 
creating coloured glass plates and then 
firing the plates to allow them to be 
moulded into vases or other objects.

She says she loves to be able to work 
in such a colourful medium.

“The emotive ability of colour to lift 
the spirits and give joy is the keystone 
to my work,” she said.

Jack Latti is a South African potter 
slash landscape designer, who’s African 
roots are evident in his use of succulent 
plants in his garden design.

Jack uses pottery to enhance his 
landscape work, making the vessel as 
beautiful as the plants they contain.

He enjoys the fusion of the two 
aspects of his work.

His property in Research takes visitors 
on a journey, through rockeries and 
artistic installations until you arrive 
in his gallery with vessels of all shapes 
and sizes, from plant pots and plates, 
to bowls and teacups.

T h e r e  a r e  a n o t h e r  2 0  o r  s o 
participating studios around the Shire, 
each inspired in their own way by the 
muse that is Nillumbik.

Mel Rayski-Mati, coordinator of 
Nillumbik Artists Open Studios, said 
more than 1,950 people visited 27 
studios featuring 32 artists over the 
weekend.

She said over $50,000 was generated 
from art sales, and that, on an ongoing 
basis, workshops run throughout the 
year are proving very successful.

Mel said numbers of those attending 
the Artists Open Studios continues to 
grow.

The next Artists Open Studios will be 
in November, and I encourage you to 
get out and visit some of our talented 
local artists for yourself.

A peek through the studio door

Jacquie Hacansson artwork

Artists: Deborah Halpern and Artek Halpern Laurence

Jacquie Hacansson’s Red Door Studio

Creek House Studio

Jack Latti’s sculpture garden

Deborah Halpern’s Totem
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By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories

By GLEN JAMESON

nature

THE ABORIGINAL sense of humour 
was on display right from the time of 
British colonisation in 1788, but the 
telling of that story actually began 
with Captain Cook’s landing on the 
east coast of Australia in 1770.

Aboriginal people came down to 
the beach to investigate the reports 
of dead people wandering around.

The arriving people were white, the 
colour of death.

It was not known if they were men 
or women, you couldn’t tell because 
they had no beards and wore clothes.

Captain Cook’s artist was sketching 
the animals, including a huge hopping 
animal (in the Sydney area called a 
patagorang).

Cook signalled toward the animal 
and asked the locals what they called 
it.

The response was duly given “I don’t 
understand” the word for which is 
kangaroo.

The artist then duly inscribed the 
word “cangaroo” under his drawing.

When Cook arrived back in England 
the stories and drawings of the 
Australian birds and animals were 
the sensation of the day.

When the First Fleet finally arrived 
eighteen years  later,  the only 
Aboriginal word that the colonists 
knew was “kangaroo”.

When Aboriginal people arrived 
to find out what was going on, the 
colonists pointed at the nearby 
patagorang and said “kangaroo”.

It was, of course, quite reasonable 
that they didn’t understand the 
animal as they had only just arrived.

A marine officer, Captain Watkin 
Tench, then saw two of the natives 
looking at some sheep in a pen.

The natives were laughing, pointing, 
and saying “kangaroo”.

Tench then showed them some 
horses and cows, the natives again 
laughed and exclaimed “kangaroo” 
and wandered off laughing.

Tench duly noted in his diary “I 
think kangaroo must mean any large 
animal”.

The colonists quickly became a 
source of great amusement to the local 
Aboriginals, who enjoyed copying 
their plethora of different accents.

The lilting Irish, the Scottish burr, 
the pirate sounding Cornish, the 
broad Cockney and the upper-class 
English accents were all quickly 
mastered.

This was a considerable feat, 
because the strangers used a number 
of sounds that were not in Australian 
languages.

The H sound for instance had to 
be practiced as if you were short of 
breath, as did the S.

It was also difficult to tell the 
difference between B and P and 
between C and G so practicing these 
strange sounds and copying the 
stiff body language and strange 
manners of the colonists became a 
new performance art by Aboriginal 
campfires at night.

Everybody is well aware from 
countless tales by early settlers just 
how amazing Aboriginal people were 
at mimicking the sounds of various 
animals, but it is not an innate ability.

It comes from a lifetime of trained 
observation and constantly practiced 
replication.

In tribal times some of the very 
best mimics maintained a life role as 
stand-up comedians.

They travelled on schedule from 
camp to camp with comedic hairdos 
to give their hilarious impressions to 
sell-out crowds.

Locally, Simon Wonga was in 
his youth lauded for his comedic 
impressions, sometimes at the 
expense of the Aboriginal Protector, 
William Thomas.

On one occasion in 1840, Thomas 
recorded that he and Wonga had 
camped for the night at Bolin-Bolin 
in Bulleen.

At about 11pm Wonga asked 
Thomas if he wanted to hear him 
wake up all the roosters of the nearby 
settlers, Wonga then began crowing 
like a rooster at dawn.

Within minutes, the entire district 
was reverberating with an extremely 
early dawn chorus.

Thomas laughed so much he had 
trouble getting to sleep.

I could regale you with many stories 
of joke names Aboriginal people have 
given to various places when asked 
by settlers, but many of them are not 
really suitable for a family newspaper.

So I will  content myself with 
telling how the Moomba Festival of 
Melbourne got its name.

This was told to me by Eric Onus, 
the brother of Bill Onus, who gave 
the festival its name, so it is in effect 
straight from the horse’s mouth.

Bill was a highly respected Elder 
who had a souvenir shop in the 
Dandenongs.

In the early 1950s he was invited by 
the Lord Mayor onto a committee to 
plan a new festival for Melbourne.

At the start of the meeting Bill 
was told that they wanted to have 
an Aboriginal name that meant 
something like “Let’s get together 
and have fun”.

Bill then put to them that instead 
of just having an Aboriginal name, 
why not make the whole festival a 
celebration of our unique Aboriginal 
culture?

The answer then came back: “No, 
we want it to be like Mardi Gras in 
Rio de Janeiro”.

Bill in disgust muttered “moomba” 
and was greeted with the happy 
response that it sounded like a great 
name.

They assumed it meant having fun 
together, but ‘moom’ is your backside 
and ‘moomba’ means you are talking 
out of it.

The Aboriginal sense of humour

PERHAPS MY favourite cyclic event of 
the naturalist calendar was the mass 
emergence of the rain moths.

It was usually an April phenomenon 
after the late summer storms had 
swept across the city and began to 
break the drought of summer.

Mists returned to the river valley and 
the steadier rainfall of March and April 
would refresh the earth and kick start 
the ecological processes that had laid 
dormant over Summer.

It was then that the rain moths would 
appear at an outside light that had 
been left on.

Hundreds of them, in a display of 
dazzling diversity.

There were heliotrope moths, 
twin emeralds, Clara’s satin moths, 
geometrids, white satin moths, 
granny’s cloak moths and many, many 
species, big and small that I could not 
put a name to.

The mass emergence of the rain 
moths provided a guaranteed food 
supply, a rich source of protein for 
the local birds essential for their late 
winter breeding cycle.

This critical food resource would give 
them an advantage over the spring/
summer migrating birds coming to the 

Yarra Valley.
Sometimes there would be the huge 

wattle goat moths that were as big as 
small birds.

Moths, whose caterpillars would 
chew their way through black wattle 
trees before entering the ground to 
emerge when the rains softened the 
earth enough for them to dig their 
way out.

Sometimes there would be great 
numbers of Bogong moths that would 
be blown off course on their trek to 
the mountains of the Great Divide 
where they historically were gathered 
and eaten by the local First Nations 
Peoples.

However, I haven’t experienced 
the rain moth emergence now since 
2010, the year the Millennium drought 
broke.

Before that I recorded it in 1997, the 
year the Millennium Drought begun.

Twice in over 22 years instead of 
something that was an every-year 
event.

The drop in rainfall across the Yarra 
Valley has curtailed these critical 
ecological events.

It is not just moth numbers that 
are reduced, it is across the whole 
spectrum of insects.

The fall in insect presence gets 
mentioned in Field Naturalist Club 
newsletters.

People notice their car windows 
don’t get covered in insects on long 

summer drives.
Entomologists worry about it.
The fall in average rainfall that we 

are experiencing is also affecting the 
prevalence of fungi which — like the 
rain moths — would generally begin 
showing on mass around April in the 
old rainfall patterns.

Fungi are important to all life on 
many levels.

The majority of plants require a 
mycorrhizal relationship with fungi by 
which the fungi facilitate plant growth 
by breaking down nutrients in the soil 
and making them available to plants.

They influence the well-being of 
human populations on a large scale 
because they are part of the nutrient 
cycle in ecosystems.

They naturally produce antibiotics 

to kill or inhibit the growth of bacteria, 
limiting their competition in the 
natural environment.

Important antibiotics for human use 
can also be isolated from fungi.

When we talk of biodiversity, the 
numbers of species are dominated by 
insects and fungi.

Of all the known species in the world, 
vertebrates have 2 per cent of the 
species, plants 11 per cent, insects and 
invertebrates 43 per cent and fungi 44 
per cent of the total species.

Species diversity is one of the greatest 
stabilizing influences on our planet.

A diverse ecosystem is a stable 
ecosystem.

The protection of biodiversity is 
one of the three core objectives of 
the Australian National Strategy for 

Ecologically Sustainable Future.
Conserving biodiversity is vital for 

maintaining our quality of life and 
our standard of living in the long term.

“So important are insects and 
other land-dwelling arthropods 
that if all were to disappear, 
humanity would not last more than 
a few months.

Most of the amphibians, reptiles, 
birds and mammals would crash to 
extinction about the same time.

Next would go the bulk of 
flowering plants and with them the 
physical structure of most forests 
and other terrestrial habitats of 
the world. The land surface would 
literally rot.”

—Wilson-The Diversity of Life

The season of insects, moths and fungi

YARRA RIVERKEEPER Andrew Kelly 
has teamed up with author and senior 
Wurundjeri Elder Aunty Joy Murphy, 
and artist Lisa Kennedy to tell the 
Indigenous and geographical story 
of Melbourne’s beautiful Yarra River, 
from its source to its mouth; from its 
pre-history to the present day.

Wilam: A Birrarung Story is a day 
in the life of our vital, flourishing 
Birrarung (Yarra River).

The book is a fabulous resource for 
children and adults alike to discover 
the indigenous culture that is evident 
all around us.

“As ngua rises, Bunjil soars over 
mountain ash, flying higher and 
higher as the wind warms. Below, 
Birrarung begins its long winding 
path down to palem warreen”.

Using Wurundjeri terms throughout 
to describe the animals, places and 
concepts, there is also a handy 

glossary to further enable readers to 
use the book as a stepping stone to an 
understanding of the local language.

An ode to Australian rivers, the flora 
and fauna that live on them, and the 
function they perform as a part of 
modern-day life, Wilam: A Birrarung 
Story brings Aboriginal life, culture and 
language together by those who know 
the river best.

The journey takes us through the past, 
present and future of the Birrarung, 
river of mists and shadows.

From sunrise to sunset the book 
meanders down the Birrarung, led 
by the beautiful illustrations of Lisa 
Kennedy, guided by the spirit of Bunjil, 
the creator.

Co-author and Yarra Riverkeeper 
Andrew Kelly was thrilled to work on 
this project.

“One of my commitments as the 
Yarra Riverkeeper is to not only steward 
the river but share my knowledge and 

understanding.
“To truly represent the story of this 

waterway and landscape though, 
the contemporary view of the river 
must be partnered with a deep time 
understanding of the river, with a 
unified purpose of caring for country 
held by our First Nation Peoples, the 
traditional owners,” he said.

“I am honoured to have partnered 
with Aunty Joy Murphy and Lisa 
Kennedy, a Trawoolway woman, from 
north-east Tasmania, who illustrated 
the book with such extraordinarily 
beautiful and authentically connected 
paintings.

“Lisa’s paintings connect with the 
catchment ecology and in terms of 
the spirit of the place and Woiwurrung 
story.”

Wilam: A Birrarung Story is 
available at all good booksellers 
now through Black Dog Books.

New picture book reveals the Yarra River’s true magic

Photo: Sandi Miller

Photo: Andrew Francis
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By VAL POLLEY
ON JUNE 27, 1934 a rock fall occurred 
at the gravel quarry located on Bill 
Hussey’s property in Husseys Lane, 
South Warrandyte. 

It resulted in the deaths of two local 
men, Walter Black and William Shea 
who were working in the quarry at 
the time. 

A third worker, Len Carrick, was 
buried up to his chin and seriously 
injured with broken bones. 

The disaster  was reported in 
newspapers around the country, this 
from the Brisbane Courier-Mail:

“The three men, who were working 
for sustenance, were shovelling 
gravel from a deep cutting into a 
motor truck, when workmates heard 
a loud crash, followed by shouts. 

R u s h i n g  f o r w a r d ,  t h e y  s a w 
Carrick’s head protruding from an 
immense heap of stone and earth. The 
other men were invisible. 

When they clambered down to him 
Carrick said, ‘Go for the other chaps 
first, I can stick it out,’ pointing to 
where he thought Shea and Black had 
been buried.

Within a quarter of an hour of the 
alarm 20 cars, with 60 volunteers, 
reached the quarry. 

Carrick was freed in 15 minutes. 
Digging frantically in relays the 
rescuers recovered Black’s body after 
half an hour. 

Just as they uncovered part of Shea, 
who had been buried under 4ft. of 
earth, more than a ton of earth fell 
50ft. from the top of the cliff and 
almost covered him again. 

Digging was held up for a time 
while the cliff top was blasted away 
to prevent a further collapse. 

It was several hours before Shea’s 
body was recovered.

Walter Black, aged 55, was married 

with three grown-up daughters and 
five children from a second marriage, 
aged between three and nine years. 

It was his first day at work for a long 
time. 

William Shea, aged 30, was also 
married and had four young children. 

Len Carrick was 26 and single, he 
later married in 1938 and had an 
orchard between 1952 and 1962. 

He then worked for the Council until 
his retirement aged 65. 

He continued to suffer throughout 
his life from the results of his injuries 
to legs, hips and pelvis.

The quarry was located on Bill 
Hussey’s land and he and his father 
William had used gravel from it to 
construct roads into the coaching 
stables and blacksmith’s shop which 
stood on the same property. 

For many years the Hussey family 
ran a coaching service from the site 
which operated between Ringwood 
and Warrandyte. 

During the Depression years of the 
early 1930s, the Shire of Doncaster 
and Templestowe carried out tests to 
see if the gravel would be suitable for 
its roadworks. 

The report to Council on June 12, 
1934 was favorable and inspection by 
a civil engineer on June 26 found work 
was progressing satisfactorily. 

The fall of gravel was thought to 
have been the result of water seepage 
causing a major slippage (the result 
of one of the wettest years on record). 

The quarry disaster was a major 
tragedy and the local community 
rallied behind the bereaved families. 

There were benefit concerts, theatre 
nights and recitals among many events 
and functions designed to help with 
fund raising. 

It was an amazing community effort.
In August 1934 a local Trust was 

formed which, through raising enough 
funds, was able to purchase land 
in Webb Street and construct two 
cottages for the bereaved families to 
live in. 

The construction of the cottages was 
a typical community effort with local 
timber being cut for the stumps and 
an appeal to supply the other materials 
such as timber, glass, fixtures and 
fittings (either new or second hand).  

The cottages were built and occupied 
by the families of the deceased. 

Unfortunately, one house was lost to 
the 1939 bushfires but rebuilt and the 
families then continued to occupy both 
houses for many years. 

Over time other families took over 
the houses.

By the 1990s the houses had 
physically deteriorated to such a 
degree it was agreed they needed 
replacing.

The Trust signed a lease with the 
Ministry of Housing in August 1991 to 
build some new houses on the land.

There are still several trustees in the 
community keeping a weather eye over 
the project and will be on hand when 
the lease reverts to the trust in 25 years.  

These replacements of the Quarry 
Disaster Cottages, as they were 
known, remain as a reminder of how 
a community came together and 
supported some of their own, at a time 
when life was hard and money difficult 
to come by.  

A booklet titled Quarry Disaster; 
Warran dy te 27 Jun e 1934 ,  b y 
Bruce Bence (1993), contains all 
this information and more besides 
comprising a full history of the 
disaster. 
It is available from the Warrandyte 
Historical Society:
info@whsoc.org,au.

Local history: the Quarry Disaster 85 years on

Courtesy Warrandyte Historical Society

By JAMES POYNER
A TRAIL marking important sites in 
the development of Park Orchards 
from a county club to the suburb it is 
today was officially opened on Sunday, 
May 19.

The project, driven by Park Orchards 
Lions Club, with support from Lions 
Club International and Manningham 
City Council, is a 4.44km walk, taking 
in the Park Orchards shops and 100 
Acres Reserve.

A new map and 12 interpretive 
signs mean walkers can visit locations 
significant to the town’s urban 
development, including the short-
lived chalet and golf course and the 
town’s connection to the Army during 
Second World War.

The trail also visits important 
locations that helped turn Park 
Orchards into a residential suburb 
from the 1950s onwards.

But the town’s bushland beginnings 
are also important, so the trail also 
includes sites significant to its early 
agricultural development, as well 
as notable early settlers like Bill 
Domeney, the namesake of the Knees 
Road sports oval.

Project Chairman, Park Orchards 
Lions Club, David French spoke to 
the Diary about the development of 
the trail and its importance to the 
community.

“The Heritage Trail came about 
in response to a notice from Lions 
International to all Lions Clubs, 

suggesting that it would match, 
dollar-for-dollar, local community 
initiatives to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the formation of Lions 
as a service organisation.

“Coincidentally, it coincided with the 
40th Anniversary of the Park Orchards 
Lions Club.

“To that end the Park Orchards Lions 
sought funding to develop the trail.

“With help from Lions International 
and Manningham Council,  and 
along with its own funds, Lions Park 
Orchards worked with local historian, 
Mr Graham Tammie and others to 
provide a lasting piece of history for 
the local community, as a way of saying 
thank you to them for their support 
over the years,” he said.

Manningham Council provided 
$5,000 and in-kind support towards 
the project.

Manningham Mayor Councillor 
Paula Piccinini expressed her passion 
for local history and how proud 
Manningham was to be able to partner 
with Park Orchards Lions Club to bring 
this project to fruition.

“We are always looking for ways to 
celebrate our local heritage and hope 
the interpretive signs will encourage 
community members to get active 
while learning more about the heritage 
of Park Orchards,” she said.

The pamphlet showing the trail with 
information about the history of Park 
Orchards can be picked up at the Park 
Orchards Post Office, which is close to 
the start of the heritage trail.

Learning history is a walk in the park

FOR THE PAST 30 years,  the 
Warrandyte Arts and Education Trust, 
the parent body of the Warrandyte 
Diary, has been actively supporting 
young local artists through its 
Warrandyte Youth Arts Award. 

Over 100 young artists  have 
participated in the award to date.

In partnership with Warrandyte 
Lions Club, and now generously 
supported by Warrandyte Community 
Bank, the award donates $10,000 to a 
young artist who shows potential for 
outstanding achievement in his or her 
field of the arts.

Past winners have been chosen 
from such diverse disciplines as 
ballet, blacksmithing, sound design, 
costume design, fine art and jewellery 
making, each one going on to make a 
name for themselves in their chosen 
profession.

This time, the award has had 
applications from a potter, a painter, 
a singer/songwriter, a filmmaker and 
a writer.

Choosing which applicant should 
receive the award has got to be the 
most difficult job in town: these are 
all stunning young artists, who have 
impressed multiple assessors with 
their talent, passion and commitment.

The recipient will be announced 
at the Warrandyte Youth Arts Award 
presentation night in mid June.

Make sure you read the July edition 
of the Diary to find out who has taken 
out the grand prize!

Warrandyte 
Youth Arts 

Award 
2018/19

Photo: Courtesy Manningham City Council

Photos: IAN SUTTON



MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC
A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning 

muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!
12–14 Blair Street, Warrandyte  9844 5495

Checkout our reviews on Facebook

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

See our range of no pocket complete spectacles* for 
all private health fund members with Extras cover. 

*conditions apply

Mon to Thu 9 to 5.30•Fri 9 to 7•Sat 9 to 1
Ph 9844 4422  warrandyte@eyeson.com.au

Goldfields Plaza Warrandyte
Experienced Optometrists Locally Owned and Run

Industrial, Commercial, Domestic

DAMIEN NOTT 
0438 537 773

Call Damien for a quote on 0438 537 773, 9844 2287

Andrew John
Managing Director

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

p: 0412 765 210 e: fwpd10@gmail.com

‘We cover all areas of painting and decorating’ 

Award-winning Audiology Hearing Clinic
Shop 5, 90 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte

www.ivoryhearing.com.au

Is your life affected by hearing loss???

CALL 9844 5863 NOW

It’s time to see our caring audiologist & find out how
you can enjoy hearing your best again!
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Warrandyte Diary What’s On guide would 
not be possible without the contribution 
from the  In Your Backyard Facebook 
Group.
For more events across the Yarra Valley
Search for @IYBinyourbackyard on 
Facebook

what’s on

Eltham Farmers’ Market
Every Sunday
9am–1pm
Eltham Town Mall,  
Arthur Street, Eltham

Park Orchards Market
Saturday, June 15
9am–1pm
Park Orchards Primary,  
1-3 Bowmore Avenue,  
Park Orchards

Eltham Craft and
Produce Market
Sunday, June 16
8:30am–1pm
Alistair Knox Park,  
Eltham

Wonga Park Farmers’ 
Market
Saturday, June 22
9am–2pm
Wonga Park Primary, 
41 Dudley Road, Wonga Park

Eltham Farmers’ Market 
Food Swap
Sunday, June 22
9:30am–10:30am
Eltham Town Mall,  
Arthur Street, Eltham

Warrandyte  
Riverside Market
Saturday, July 6
8am–1pm
Stiggants Reserve

Warrandyte Food Swap
Warrandyte  
Community Garden
Saturday, July 6
9am-10am

All for Kids Market
Saturday, July 6
9am–1pm
Aquahub, 11 Civic Square 
Croydon
Pre-loved treasures and 
boutique items.

Local markets

Tel: 9844 1839
Email: admin@wnh.org.au

Website: 
warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au

Event: Open Mic @ Warrandyte RSL
When: Thursday, June 13, 6:30pm–9pm
Where: Warrandyte RSL
Info: Dust off your guitar and tune up your vocal cords!

Event: Warrandyte Community Bank, Community 
 Investment Program Information Night
When: Thursday, June 13, 7pm–10pm
Where: Grand Hotel Warrandyte
Info: Find out more about what a grant and sponsorship is, 
and how your group, club or association can apply for funding 
in the 2019/20 Community Investment Program.

Event: Aussie Rock Cover Band
When: Friday, June 14, 8:30pm–11:30pm
Where: Grand Hotel Warrandyte
Info: www.grandhotelwarrandyte.com

Event: WTC Presents: All My Sons
When: June 14, 15, 20, 21, 22 from 8pm, 2:30pm matinee on 
 Saturday June 15
Where: Warrandyte Mechanics Hall
Info: Tickets from $10–25. Book online: 
trybooking.com/BCGCW

Event: Oxfam Book Fair
When: Saturday, June 15, 8am–5pm
Where: Eltham Senior Citizens Centre, 
 903 Main Road, Eltham
Info: Grab a bargain while helping the very poorest. Most 
books: $2.50 and children’s books $1.50.

Event: Yarra Warra Bush Kinder Open Day
When: Saturday, June 15, 10am–12pm
Where: Yarra Warra Preschool & Bush Kinder, 
 186 Research-Warrandyte Road
Info: www.yarrawarrapreschool.org

Event: Kombucha tea and fermenting workshop
When: Saturday, June 15, 10:30am–12pm
Where: Central Ringwood Community Centre, Bedford Park, 
 Rosewarne Lane, Ringwood
Info: www. crccinc.org.au

Event: Refugee Week Bush Dance
When: Saturday, June 15, 6pm
Where: Warrandyte Community Church
Info: An evening of Aussie bush dances in the name of 
building cross cultural connections. All funds raised to support 
“Welcome to Eltham”. Tickets: trybooking.com/507942

Event: Music Trivia Night by Animal Aid
When: Saturday, June 15, 6:30pm–11:30pm
Where: Karralyka Centre, Mines Road, Ringwood
Info: For further information or prize donation enquiries, 
email eammann@animalaid.org.au or call 03 8756 1335

Event: Doncaster VIEW Club Lunch
When: Tuesday, June 18, 11am
Where: Manningham Club, 1 Thompsons Road, Bulleen
Info: Presentation by Phillip Johnson, Landscape Gardener, 
winner at Chelsea Flower Show, UK. Contact Shirley 98792380

Event: Film Society – The Shipping News
 When: Friday, June 21, 7pm for 7:30pm start
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
 Info: Nibbles prior to film, coffee and conversation after-
wards. Wine is sold by the glass. DVD’s available to hire, free of 
charge to members. Friendly social group — come along and 
meet new people.

Event: Bands by the Bridge
When: Sunday, June 30, 4pm–late
Where: Warrandyte RSL
Info: Tap your toes to Greg Champion and the Useful 
Members of Society.

Event: Winter Kaleidoscope Factory
When: Saturday, June 23, 11am–1pm
Where: ArtSpace at Realm, Ringwood
Info: Explore reflections, light and symmetry using simple 
materials. Aimed at children 12 years and under. No booking 
required.

Event: Bush Kids Winter School Holiday Program
When: Week commencing Monday, July 1
Where: Westerfolds Park, Fitzsimons Lane
Info: www.ecoexplorers.com.au

Event: Roald Dahl’s – The Twits
When: Monday, July 1, 2pm; Tuesday, July 2, 11am and 2pm
Where: Karralyka Centre, Mines Road, Ringwood East
Info: Tickets $25; Family pass (2 adults + 2 children) $88. 
Recommended for 3–8 year olds. www.karralyka.com.au

Event: Diamond Valley Singers — Annie Get Your Gun
When: July 5, 6, 7, 10, 12 & 13, 8pm, 2pm matinee July 6 & 13
Where: Warrandyte High Shcool
Info: Come along to this production of the well known 
Irving Berlin show stopper. Proceeds go to International Needs 
Australia and Open House, Ivanhoe.

Event: Winter Market
When: Saturday, July 6, 10am–2pm
Where: Rob Dolan Wines, 21 Delaneys Road, 
 Warrandyte South
Info: It’s a free event but bookings are essential at 
trybooking.com/BCNMM

Event: Open Cellars of the Artisan Hills
When: June 15, 16, 11am–5pm
Where: Various
Info: Visit the friendly, family-owned wineries of Nillumbik 
Shire for a weekend of great wine, great food and live music.
www.opencellars.com.au

Prayer Services
The combined churches of Warrandyte Park Orchards will hold a 
Prayers for Christian Unity service on Sunday, June 16 at 7.30pm.
It will be held at the Warrandyte Catholic Church, Cemetery Road.
All welcome.



call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

Committed to caring 
for all family pets

CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely in style & comfort. 
Airport  transfer, parties, weddings. 
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6 
passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801.

PORT DOUGLAS By The Beach 
100m 2 Self Contained Units Pool 
spa 2 bed unit & 1 bed with spa 
BBQ area car space. kvanscoy@
tpg.com.au Call 0409 359 240.

DIARY MINI ADS

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

0411 267 490 
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L  W O R K  G U A R A N T E E D

Licensed Roof Plumbers

All types of  
glass, glazing,  
mirrors, shower 

screens

WARRANDYTE  
GLASS 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
 • Taxation Return Preparation
 • Electronic Lodgement Service
 • Accounting & Business Consultants

two birds
and a barrow

0 4 8 8  9 9 4  6 6 9

G A R D E N I N G
specialising in natural Australian gardens

2birdsandabarrow@gmail.com
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By ADRIAN RICE
WARRANDYTE Theatre Company is 
bang in the middle of a production of 
All My Sons by Arthur Miller which, 
coincidentally is also showing in 
London’s West End and on Broadway 
in New York.

Assuming you may not have the 
spare readies or time, or both, to get 
overseas, why not hurry down to the 
Mechanics’ Institute Hall to catch one 
of the shows?

At WTC we are excited to continue a 
year of classic plays with The Lady from 
the Sea by Henrik Ibsen – opening on 

August 16.
While written in 1888 it  has 

contemporary resonance still and 
Ibsen’s influence has extended to 
many writers, including Arthur Miller.

In November we will stage two one- 
act plays:

C o n t r a c t i o n s  a b o u t  m o d e r n 
workplace practices and Elegy for a 
Lady (also by Miller).

Seating for that show will be at 
tables to allow for a pre-Christmas get 
together for our patrons.

We look forward to seeing you at one 
of our performances soon.

What’s on inside the Little Green Hall

WTC continues to impress
By DAVID HOGG

ALL MY SONS currently playing at the 
Warrandyte Theatre Company (WTC) is 
an Arthur Miller classic and continues 
this year’s theme of bringing audience-
challenging plays to Warrandyte.

The story is set in the USA after World 
War II where Joe Keller, a successful 
businessman, lives comfortably with his 
wife Kate and son Chris.

Their other son, Larry, went missing in 
the war.

Three years later and Kate is still clinging 
to a chance that her son is alive.

Matters are complicated because Chris 
now wants to marry Ann, Larry’s former 
fiancée.

How it continues, and what all this has 
to do with cracked cylinder heads on aero 
engines, you will find out when you attend.

And attend you must because this is 
riveting stuff, a play of extraordinary power 
and emotional depth and is playing for the 

next two weeks.
Under the able direction of Alastair Rice, 

the cast are superb, and in particular the 
four main players.

Tony Clayton captures well the role of Joe 
Keller; pompous, defensive and paternal.

Rosemary Clayton, in her first involvement 
with WTC, portrays the wife Kate with great 
emotion, including the early part where she 
would seem to be quite doolally and later 
parts where she gives sane advice, and her 
total immersion in the part carries over into 
the curtain-call.

Lochie Laffin-Vines returns to Warrandyte 
as Chris Keller and plays the part 
confidently, capturing well his role as the 
play’s moral conscience.

Erin Brass who is a new face to WTC is 
magnificent as Ann Deever.

My only criticism was that first kiss 
between Chris and Ann which seemed cold 
and remote; come on Lochie and Erin, put 
some passion into it!

And where would all the action be 
without a brilliant set, cleverly depicting the 
backyard of the Keller home complete with 
veranda with railings and corrugated roof.

So hurry along and get your tickets now.

review

Photos: DREW EDWARDS



PERSONALISED LEARNING . STUNNING FACILITIES . SIMPLIFIED FEES

Billanook’s exceptional teachers provide a holistic education to equip 
every child with the skills for success in a changing world. Our focus on 
personalised learning, stunning and well-resourced learning environment 
and new, simplified fee structure are all part of a Billanook education.

Come and see what makes a Billanook education unique. 

It’s a great time to Belong at Billanook.

BELONG AT BILLANOOK

03 9724 1179

billanook.vic.edu.au

MOOROOLBARK

20 Warrandyte Diary JUNE 2019

By LEIGH THOMSON
RECENTLY, Brainstorm Productions 
presented their student wellbeing 
program Verbal Combat for the Year 
8 students at Warrandyte High School.

Words are powerful, words can hurt 
and cyber bullying is devastating.

Verbal Combat is a live theatre 
program that follows three friends 
who learn that their online words can 
last forever.

The desire to fit in and be liked is 
strong and when one friend starts to 
post witty, but mean rumours to get 
more online likes, the play takes a 
cruel twist.

All too soon, the posts are wreaking 
havoc in all their lives and the 
characters quickly discover that there 
is no easy way out.

Verbal Combat is essential learning 
that addresses the dire consequences 
of cyber bullying and will help 
students understand that their digital 
footprints are hard to erase and so are 
their mistakes.

Verbal Combat is part of our student 
wellbeing curriculum and the program 
has been developed in consultation 

with teachers, psychologists, as well 
as real-life student experiences.

The methodology of the program is 
safe, supportive and nonjudgmental 
and designed to provide students with 
positive and useful tools that they can 
use in their everyday lives.

Words from some of our students:
“I found it interesting because I 
haven’t ever seen anything like 
that before and I think it made a lot 
of people realise they can cause a 
massive effect on someone’s life and 
mental health”.

—Tiannah S, Year 8
“I thought that the acting was 
very good and the whole play was 
thought out really well.
“I think this play has made a lot of 
people realise the things they didn’t 
know they were doing to another 
person”.

—Amber G, Year 8
“I thought the play gave people a 
wake-up call to see exactly what 
goes on around the school.
“It teaches that you need to stand up 
to people to make a change”.

—Rhianna C, Year 8

By CLAIRE BLOOM
OH THE 80S — that era of loud colours, 
extreme fashion, sky high hair, and 
unique music.

Last month, the High School dressed 
up and disco’d its way back to the 
days of Olivia Newton John, Sylvester 
Stallone and Wham! at the annual 
Parent Association fundraiser, a retro 
trivia night.

Thanks to the generosity of our 
kind sponsors (many from the local 
community), the Parent Association 
was thrilled to raise much needed 
funds for improvements to our theatre.

Parent Association President, Irene 
was delighted with the response from 
attendees who had a great night of fun 
and games.

The winning table consisted of 
current and past parents who are 
building a bit of a dynasty with their 
fourth triumph in a row — can the run 
continue?

By CHRISTENA GAZEAS
“IT IS VERY important for schools 
to take an active role in addressing 
not only the specific issue of family 
violence but the broader issues 
of gender equity and respectful 
relationships.”

—Rosie Batty
O n Monday,  May 6,  Year  10 

students at Warrandyte High School 
participated in the iMatter youMatter 
weMatter pastoral care program.

This evidenced based, violence 
prevention initiative, developed by 
Doncare in 2011, is a youth leadership 
program which aims to empower 
young people to build self-esteem, 
respect and resilience  through 
interactive workshops.

The program leaders encouraged 
mature conversation about healthy 
relationships and  exposed our 
students to the tools required to 
recognise and respond to abusive 

behaviours which often contribute to 
the cycle of domestic violence. 

The workshops offered a safe forum 
for our students to discuss social and 
emotional intelligence, gender equity 
and equality.

It was so impressive and wonderful 
to see how deeply focused our Year 
10s were throughout the program.

At WHS we believe it is important to 
develop our students academically, 
socially and emotionally.

Program teaches “we all matter”

NO to Cyber Bullying!

Warrandyte High goes back to the 80s
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By CARLA TICE-HAY
RESEARCH SHOWS children are 
indoors too much and need time off 
devices to experience the outdoors.

I teach Bush Kinder at Yarra Warra 
Preschool and Bush Kinder which is 
a great environment offering plenty 
of opportunities for children to learn 
outside the confines of a traditional 
classroom.

This is my seventh-year teaching 
bush kinder at Yarra Warra.

My passion is outdoor learning and 
I believe that anything taught indoors 
can be taught outside.

Yarra Warra’s Bush Kinder is 
self-contained on site, with no 
requirement to travel to local parks 
like other programs.

Bush kinder  is  not  w eather 
dependent, running regardless 
whether it is raining or sunny, we 
even supply wet weather gear so 
there is no reason not to get outside 
and explore.

No two bush sessions are ever the 
same.

Your child’s interests are taken 
on board influencing the activities 
based on their current knowledge, 
strengths, ideas, culture, abilities 
and interests which helps us make 
the sessions relevant to our students 

which I feel helps them engage more.
Earlier in the year, children returned 

from holidays with stories of boating 
and being on the water.

As a result, children made their own 
boats out of sticks, leaves, and bark, 
one group even made their own river 
to float their boats.

If the boats sunk or capsized, the 
children modified them until they 
worked.

It is so fascinating watching children 
problem solve and hypothesis using 
the natural environment.

During a bush kinder session, 
children are constantly engaging in 
unstructured free play.

Tree climbing, digging in mud, 
jumping in puddles, and playing with 
sticks are popular activities.

All providing the benefits of ; 
understanding and respecting our 
natural environment ; increased 
c o n f i d e n c e,  m o t i v a t i o n ,  a n d 
concentration; developing gross 
and fine motor skills and of course 
supporting risk taking.

In addition to the free play, there are 
opportunities for structured activities 
including:

•  Cooking damper, toast, and 
potatoes in our fire pit — the 

children help build the fires 
and we teach fire safety.

•  Caring about the environment 
including watering, planting, 
recycling, and composting.

•  Learning about local animals 
such as insects, reptiles, 
echidnas, and kookaburras.

•  Numeracy and literacy 
including finding shapes and 
patterns in nature, using sticks 
to draw letters, and numbers in 
the dirt.

•  Understanding of how 
Indigenous Australians lived 
off the land — children create 
art by making their own paints 
from berries and flowers.

•  And we introduce many 
changing and seasonal assets 
such as using bales of hay to 
build cubbies, dams, mulch 
the garden, or pursue wherever 
their interests lead.

In  addit ion to  my pract ical 
experience, I have a Bachelor of 
Education in Primary School and 
Post-Graduate in Early Childhood 
Learning, and I love attending 
w o r k s h o p s  r e l a t i n g  t o  b u s h 
kinders and learning in the natural 
environment.

By RICK GRIFFITHS
SOON the local residents of Forbes 
Street will once again be entertained 
and maybe surprised to see the tent 
city that will spring up in the grounds 
of Warrandyte Primary School.

Grade 5 and 6 students will be 
concluding an inquiry unit of study 
called Ghosts of Our Past, looking at 
our colonial history.

The concept of a tent city first 
popped up at Warrandyte Primary 
School in the 80s and 90s when 
students learnt about the local gold 
rush and discovery of gold.

The tradition has been brought 
back in recent years and it is now a 
hugely popular part of the school’s 
curriculum which takes place every 
two years.

To begin the unit, each student 
chooses a colonial character from 
the 1800s who they need to research 
in detail.

From bushrangers to explorers, to 
poets and musicians, students have 
enthusiastically become a ghost from 
the past.

Each student presentation includes a 
tombstone, a story map and important 
artefacts from their character’s life.

Lily (or Ned Kelly) actually recreated 
the Ned Kelly helmet using real steel! 

Students also had to define whether 
the character they became was a hero 
or villain.

Dur ing our  Op en Education 
Evening, the students dressed up as 
their character and brought them to 
life whilst sharing their learning.

In class,  students have been 
learning about important events that 
changed Australia’s history, such as 
the discovery of gold in Warrandyte, 
the Eureka Stockade, the Suffragette 
Movement and the “last stand” at 
Glenrowan.

Students are now working in teams 
and selecting an important event to 
write a script for a performance that 
explains the event.

They will be using their script to 
create a performance for Tent City Day 
and they will be dressed in character 
once again.

The idea of this special day is to 
recreate the goldfields of the 1800s 
in Warrandyte, and to add to the day, 
lunch will be cooked over an open fire 
with a menu of sausages, hamburgers, 
billy tea, damper and fresh fruit.

This term, our local and national 
history has really come to life for the 
Grade 5 and 6 students at Warrandyte 
Primary School and most importantly, 
the learning has been fun.

By TRACEY MAILE
NEXT MONTH, 11 year old Zara Veal 
from Warrandyte Primary School will 
be attending the Asia Pacific Children’s 
Conference in Fukuoka, Japan, as one 
of just four Australian delegates.

Zara went through a rigorous 
selection and interview process to be 
one of the children selected to attend 
the conference this year.

Accompanied by an Australian 
chaperone, the children will spend 
their first few days in Japan at Marine 
Camp, along with some 300 other 
children from around the Asia Pacific 
region and beyond, followed by a week 
where each delegate is hosted by a 
local Japanese family and attends a 
local school.

Zara recently told the Diary about 
how much she is looking forward to 
representing Australia at the Children’s 
Conference, and meeting some of the 
other delegates who have been chosen 
from 40 countries.

“The idea behind the conference is 
that children can be the connection 
between people from different 
countries in order to understand each 

other better,” she explained.
“The motto is ‘We are the Bridge’ 

and by bringing all of us together, we 
will find out how much we all have in 
common.

“I’m hoping to make lots of new 
friends from different countries and 
stay in contact with them by email after 
we all go home.

“I’m really looking forward to visiting 
Japan for the first time and trying lots 
of new things.

“I love learning to speak Japanese at 
school and I hope to be able to join in 
with some conversations.

“It would be good to show that I am 
trying to speak Japanese, especially 
in the home stay and when we get to 
spend some time in our host school, I 
can’t wait to meet everyone!”

Acting Principal of Warrandyte 
Primary School, Mr. Rick Griffiths said 
that the school is extremely proud of 
Zara.

“She will make a wonderful delegate 
to this conference.

“Sh e  wa s  n o m i nat e d  f o r  h e r 
enthusiasm and outstanding work 
ethic as well as her kind and empathetic 
nature.

“She loves her Japanese studies 
at school and last year she even 
volunteered to make a short video of 
‘Home Life in Warrandyte’ to send to 
our Japanese pen pal school.

“Zara always takes the initiative and 
throws herself wholeheartedly into 
every opportunity.”

The aims of  the annual  Asia 
Pacific Children’s Conference are to 
promote international understanding, 
friendship and peace, starting with 
these 11 year old delegates from 
around the world.

The conference motto “We are the 
Bridge” reflects the philosophy that 
children are indeed the future and that 
building tolerance and understanding 
can start with them.

Children are born without an 
instinct to see another person’s skin 
colour, language, religion or cultural 
differences as barriers.

For the past 31 years, the Asia Pacific 
Children’s Conference has brought 
children together from a wide range of 
cultures, giving them an opportunity 
at the four-day Marine Camp to get to 
know one another through a variety of 
activities and events.

In this way, the delegates discover 
that what they have in common is far 
greater than the differences between 
them.

T h e  s h o w c a s e  e v e n t  o f  t h e 
conference is a public celebration of 
multi culturalism in a large park in 
downtown Fukuoka City.

Each country’s conference delegates 
will have prepared a short performance 
item that showcases their culture in 
some way, and which is celebrated by 
all the other children, chaperones and 
the public.

The delegates are than dispersed to 
host families and host schools around 
the Fukuoka and Nagasaki region for 
the remainder of the conference.

What an amazing experience for 
young Zara.

If any local artists or businesses 
would like to donate small items 
that represent Australia or 
Warrandyte and which Zara could 
take to exchange with delegates 
from other countries, please 
contact the Warrandyte Primary 
School Office on 9844-3537 before 
the end of June.

Ghosts of our past

Zara demonstrates local values on a global scale

Go bush with Yarra Warra Kinder
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By KATHY GARDINER

gardening

JUNE IS traditionally the month of 
rose pruning.

Mine are currently being trimmed, 
with no effort by myself, but by my 
resident rogue kangaroo and herd of 
samba deer that think my garden is  
designed just for them.

I have to admit, installing a farm gate 
— to discourage thieves from casing 
my place by nonchalantly wandering 
down my driveway — and the lovely 
hedge I planted to block out the view of 
untidy neighbours and their shipping 
container, may have been a terrible 
mistake as I have created a dead end 
in the garden where the wildlife get 
mustered each night.

“Kenneth” the kangaroo is a loner, 
probably been kicked out of his mob.

He is a large male who thinks that 
my correas are his personal bedding.

The deer seem to have a trail from 
Aumanns Orchard, over Harris Gully 
Road, along the powerline track and 
up through my place to continue on 
wreaking destruction onwards and 
upward along Husseys Lane and onto 
Wonga Park.

There is little anyone can do to stop 
them.

I have heard that they stay on the 
same route and you can disrupt them 
by setting up a scarecrow, uneven 
fences or even human hair may do 
the trick.

But really my apple trees are pruned 
evenly to a height of about 3 metres 
and the roses… well back to the story.

Rose pruning at my place is usually 
done (other than with marauding 
wildlife) with secateurs or the long-

handled hedge trimmer.
I was once told “treat them like your 

worst enemy” and cut back hard for 
free new growth.

Every year I think I have done it 
wrong — yet every spring and summer, 
they flourish — so I couldn’t be doing 
too bad of a job.

Usually at this time of the year our 
local nurseries run rose pruning 
workshops, which I would always 
recommend, as these guys know their 
stuff and always answer the hard 
questions with ease.

If you are planning on planting a rose 
bush to start or add to your collection, 
this is the time of year for it.

But before you do, probably spend 
some time preparing the ground now 
so the roses will settle in better.

Choose a well-drained spot and dig 
in some well-rotted compost from your 
compost heap or animal manure will 
work just as well.

Maybe add some pea straw for extra 
nutrients.

Pruning existing roses should be 
done with sharp and clean secateurs.

I often buy a new pair for the start of 
the rose pruning season but this year it 
is going to have to be cleaned secateurs 
with steel wool and a bit of olive oil.

The basic rules to pruning roses is 
cut out small, twiggy thin branches 
as they will not produce anything of 
substance.

Then cut back the main branches as 
hard as you like so you are left with a 
vase shape of three main branches.

Aim to have outward facing buds 
along the stem.

Cut at any angle away from the bud 
and leave about an inch above it.

Deer possibly have not read any 
gardening books nor watched any 
YouTube videos on the topic, but seem 
to do very well.

L o o k i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  w i n t e r 
Warrandyte garden you can see it is a 
good idea to plant a good selection of 
fruit, foliage and flowering plants to 
give your garden variety.

We often wistfully look at large 
deciduous trees and strive to plant 
them in our too small or already 
overcrowded gardens.

Sometimes you just need to think 
smaller plants like the old dependable 
nandina  (a perfect  plant for a 
Warrandyte garden, berberis with its 
gorgeous autumn colours and spikes 
or even crepe myrtles, pomegranates, 
clivias, salvias with red and orange 
spikes and smoke bushes (cotinus), 
with their gorgeous show of colour.

These all thrive in Warrandyte soils, 
and have the pop of colour you might 
be looking for.

T r e e  d a h l i a s ,  d a i s i e s ,  w i n d 
flowers, convolvulus, helianthus, 
plectranthus, liriope, heliotropes, 
scabiosa, alstromeria, geraniums and 
penstemons are all flowering now.

Mushroom and toadstool watching is 
also a joy around this time of the year.

Many photos are being taken along 
the river and around our State Parks 
and walking tracks.

Remember they are just for admiring, 
never eat a mushroom unless you are 
sure it is safe.

Gathering berries and moss-covered 
branches, collecting seeds and 
building fires are all part of winter days.

Savouring the warmth of fires by the 
hearth fuelled with wood, branches 
and pine cones squirrelled away over 
the previous weeks.

We have been blessed with amazing 
sunsets lately, our gardening lives are 
filled from dawn to dusk with russet 
and golden colours, everything is calm, 
everything is resting.

Learning to share your garden with “friends”
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Carolyn
Travel Tips

For all enquiries and bookings
(03) 9844 2477 
book@warrandytetravel.com.au

2 Webb St, Warrandyte VIC 3113

www.warrandytetravel.com.au

Looking after  
locals and all 
their travel needs

Magical East Africa
EVERY NOW and then you get to do something 
very special.

This was certainly the case when last month 
I travelled with a group of friends to Kenya 
and Tanzania.

Our timing couldn’t have been better, the 
rains had finally arrived  and we were treated 
to a feast of activity by abundant wildlife.

By day three we had ticked off the big five 
— lion, leopard, rhino, elephant and buffalo.

Not to mention kissed a giraffe, danced with 
disadvantaged women at the bead factory in 
Nairobi, flew over the Masai Mara at dawn in 
a hot air balloon and continually marvelled 
at “pinch me moments”.

We nominated our second big five as 
the game just kept coming, thousands 
of zebra,   ever gracious towers of giraffe, 
wildebeest on masse readying for migration 
from the Serengeti, bloats of hippo just 
wallowing in the shallows and who could not 
fall in love the simply gorgeous Thompson 
gazelle?

They say Africa gets in your blood — perhaps 
it the unique landscapes, the beautiful 
morning and evening light, the industrious 
smaller creatures such as the dung beetle or 
the superb birdlife.

Or is it the people?
We visited a number of schools — they don’t 

have much but they are learning.
We visited a Masai village to learn about 

their culture and how they are preserving 
their heritage, time has stood still but they 
are happy.

Contrary to popular belief, our safari was 
not expensive and by travelling off peak, we 
avoided the crowds that would only spoil our 
magical experience.

In just two weeks we would explore six 
national parks all with something unique 
to offer.

As for my favourite,  it was the close proximity 
and concentration of game in the Masai Mara 
that is etched in my memory closely followed 
by the vastness of the Serengeti and its 
massive numbers of wildlife.

National parks in East Africa are simply 
mother nature showing off, they are a must 
for every bucket list.

Our excitement did not lessen throughout 
our journey though there might have been 
just a hint of blasé!

As we return home and scour over thousands 
of wonderful photos we ask ourselves — how 
lucky were we? 

Our travel  e xp ert  Carolyn Allen is 
manager  of Warrandyte Travel and Cruise. 
Contact her on 9844 2477 or
carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au

INTEREPID traveller and travel section 
regular DEBI SLINGER knows that the 
soul of a place can often be found in 
the local market.

Our own monthly markets are 
testament to that , whether i t ’s 
Warrandyte, Wonga Park or Park 
Orchards, the community comes alive 
for a few hours as our community and 
our stallholders go on show to visitors 
from near and far.

Over the coming months, Deb 
will share the sights, smells and 
distractions of markets from Cairo to 
Cusco and we want you, dear reader, 
to reflect on how our own local markets 
compare to their exotic overseas 
cousins.

For her first instalment, she heads to 
the Pacific Island of Vanuatu.

Vanuatu is just over four flying hours 
from Melbourne, although often there 
is a stopover in Brisbane.

On my first day on the island of Efate, 
I headed to the Port Vila markets for 
some fresh fruit and to orient myself 
with the town.

There are two markets to visit, both 
are located on the beach promenade 
of Port Vila.

The Arts & Craft Market is housed 
in a newly built building with a focus 
on providing authentic and traditional 
handicrafts for tourists such as shell 
jewellery, bright hand-dyed clothing, 
wooden carvings, woven baskets and 
more.

However, the more interesting food 
market is a mere 200 metres away and 
is where the locals shop for their fruit, 
vegetables, seafood, flowers and even 
have a meal.

Open seven days a week from early 
morning until late in the evening 
(except Sunday), I found the freshest 

and best range of produce was 
available before 10am.

Each day I would visit to pick up 
some fresh fruit and on my third day 
of roaming the market, was invited to 
sit and chat with some women (often 
called “Mamas”) who run the stalls.

Language was something of a barrier, 
but sign language and a smile go a 
long way.

Local mother, Kamea, who spoke 
excellent English, told me she had 
been coming to the market with her 
bananas for eight years and brings 
her four-year-old daughter to live and 
sleep with her until all her produce 
is sold.

With a beaming smile she said “she 
starts school next year”.

Having travelled from a rural region, 
Kamea and her daughter share a 
stall with other Mamas and they rely 
on each other while they take shifts 
looking after the small children, take 
naps and make sure their produce 
is sold.

I was surprised to learn from Kamea 
that there are 17 different types of 
bananas in Vanuatu, of which she had 
three for sale, so I tried all of hers.

With a cheeky smile, she led me 
to other stalls where she negotiated 
for me to try another six varieties 
including a savoury banana.

If you visit later in the day, I’d 
recommend not eating beforehand 
and experimenting with a meal at the 
market’s version of a food court where 
Mama-run kitchens whip up a meal to 
your order abundant with fish, meat, 
vegetables and rice for a princely sum 
of around AU$5 which includes fresh 
coconut water or a chilled beer.

Restaurant prices are similar to 
Australi, so eating at the market is the 
best value on the island.

If you’d like some take away, there are 
plenty of options.

Fresh roasted peanuts which are still 

in their shell wrapped together by their 
stalks or perhaps long skewers pierced 
with natapoa nuts (Vanuatu almonds), 
nangai nuts and cut nuts (navel nuts) 
all served on a palm leave which you 
can wrap and go.

Or perhaps try some plantain 
bananas or sweet potato made into 
crispy fried chips.

Another option is to try what I 
could only call “fish wraps” that are 
precooked and ready-to-go.

Prices are much cheaper than a 
supermarket and they are fixed.

If you try to haggle you’ll be promptly 
pointed to the small cardboard sign 
that displays the price, this is not Asia, 
so accept the price or move on with 
a smile.

As only cash is accepted, bring along 
small notes and coins to make the 
transactions easier.

Vanuatu has done an amazing job of 
phasing out single use plastic items, 
so you rarely find plastic straws, water 
bottles or plastic bags.

Within the market, the woman 
cleverly bundle together fruit and 
veggies into banana/palm leaves or 
make simple woven hand baskets 
which you get to keep.

When no longer required, they simple 
decompose, I would still recommend 
you bring your own bag though.

The Mamas’ take pride in how they 
display their produce.

What you see is how you buy it and 
therefore, asking to break up a bundle 
into a smaller size will be met with 
a “no”.

On my last day in Vanuatu, I returned 
to pick up some mangos and say 
goodbye to Kamea.

Alas, she had returned to her village.
However, she’d left me with a 

beautiful gift — a bond between 
women that now extends across the 
Pacific.

Markets of the world — Vanuatu



Proudly supporting the community since 2002

       sciatica 

      sports injuries 

     frozen shoulder 

    back & neck pain

  headache & migraines

 jaw pain treatment (TMJ)

Shop 2, 90-92 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte (next to Ruby Tuesdays)

Ph 9844 2465
www.osteopathymelbourne.org

Committed local osteopaths, Dr Richard 

Pearce and Dr Sharni Leon established 

practice in Warrandyte in 2002 with a 

vision to provide patients the highest 

quality of Osteopathic care; treating 

“injuries” as well as maintaining the 

“health and wellness” of the body.

We spend longer with you to 
accurately assess, diagnose and treat 
your condition, resulting in fast and 
effective results.

See our website  

for current specials!

Ringwood & Warrandyte Osteopathy 
have been long time supporters of 
the Warrandyte Football Club and 
our goal is to work alongside and 
complement the dedicated trainers 
who deal with match day injuries and 
then support the players to get match 
fit once again.

This year we would like to further 
strengthen our partnership with 

the club by providing the following 
treatment offer for any injured 
players.
Pay NO GAP* on your next Osteopathy 
consultation to get you injury free 
ASAP...
*No out of pocket expense if you 
have a claimable private health 
insurance plan with Osteopathy 
cover

THE OFFER INCLUDES
•  a comprehensive osteopathic examination by one of our experienced 

practitioners to assess and diagnose the underlying cause and risk factors 
of your injury

• hands-on osteopathic treatment and exercise rehabilitation plan
• a personalised management plan detailing any treatment or rehab exercises

(OFFER VALUED AT $95)
If you are recently injured or struggling with a recurring condition we recommend give 
us a call or BOOK ONLINE to have a consultation with one of our OSTEOPATHS.
•  Don’t have private health insurance (or already reached your limit)?   

No problem. We are happy to offer this special deal for $50.
Conditions of offer:
• Available for Warrandyte Football Club  players
• A limit of 1 booking per injury
• Available at either our Warrandyte or Ringwood clinicUPCOMING MARKETS 8am to 1pm

Saturday July 6 and Saturday August 3
Stiggants Reserve, Warrandyte

www.warrandyteriversidemarket.com.au
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By BRIAN SPURRELL

finance

MOST OF US — but particularly 
women — are significantly under-
funded for our retirement.

This month’s column will assist you 
to add to your super fund balance and 
at the same time reduce your overall 
tax liability.

However, you must act NOW as 
contributions must be in your super 
fund’s bank account by Friday, June 
28 as the end of the financial year falls 
on a Sunday.

You also need to allow up to five 
days to ensure your fund receives your 
contributions in time to be processed 
and banked so set Monday, June 24 
as your last day to send off your super 
contributions.
Personal concessional (deductible) 

contributions
If you are an employee, you can 

now make a personal concessional 
contribution without the need to put 
in place a salary sacrifice arrangement 
with your employer.

Self- employed persons have always 
been able to make such deductible 
contributions.

For the 2018/19 financial year the 
cap for concessional contributions is 
limited to $25,000 inclusive of employer 
super guarantee contr ibutions 
normally set at 9.5 per cent of gross 
employment income.

So check your likely shortfall 
now, calculate the amount you can 
contribute without breaching the 
cap and either request from your 
super fund the Notice of Intent to 
claim a deduction for personal super 
contributions or download the form 
NAT 711121-11.2014 from the ATO 
website.

Concessional contributions are taxed 
to your super fund at 15 per cent but 
being tax deductible to you will reduce 
your tax by your marginal tax rate per 
dollar contributed.

Please note if you are aged 65 to 75, 
you must pass the work test of 40 hours 
work over a continuous 30-day period 
to be eligible to make a concessional 
contribution to super.

The Low Income Superannuation 
Tax Offset (LISTO)

If at least 10 per cent of your adjusted 

taxable income — of up to $37,000 
— is from business or employment, 
the Government will  provide a 
contribution to your super fund of up 
to $500. 

This being an amount equal to 
15 per cent of your concessional 
contributions, up to $3,333.

That amount is inclusive of employer 
super guarantee contr ibutions 
so topping up with a personal 
concessional contribution may well 
be worthwhile for low income earners. 

Personal non-concessional 
(non-deductible) contributions

In addition to the above capped 
concessional contributions, if you are 
under 75 years and have less than $1.6 
million in super as of June 30, 2017, you 
may contribute up to $100,000 p.a. as a 
non-concessional contribution which 
is not taxed to your super fund.

If you are under 65 and have less 
than $1.4 million in super you can 
bring forward up to two years of non-
concessional contributions meaning 
you could contribute $300,000 this 
financial year as long as you have not 
triggered the “bring forward” provision 
in the previous two years.

If you have surplus funds available 
this is an excellent way to boost your 
retirement fund without your fund 
being taxed at 15 per cent on your 
contribution.

The Government co-contribution
If you are younger than 71 years 

old as of June 30, 2019, have a total 
superannuation balance of less than 
$1.6million as of June 30, 2017 and 
an adjusted taxable income of up 
to $52,697 this year, and made non-
concessional contributions you may 
be eligible for the co-contribution of 
up to $500.

To receive the max imum co-
c o n t r i b u t i o n  y o u  m u s t  h a v e 
made personal non-concessional 
contributions of at least $1,000 and 
have had total income of at least 
$37,697.

Otherwise the co-contribution will 
be tapered down in line with your 
reduced contribution and higher total 
income.

Spouse contributions
If your partner’s relevant income 

is $40,000 or less and they have less 
than $1.6 million in super and haven’t 
exceeded their non-concessional 

contributions cap for the year, you 
could qualify for a tax offset of up to 
$540 on the first $3,000 you contribute 
to superannuation for them from your 
after-tax income.

The maximum tax offset applies 
when your spouse’s earnings are below 
$37,000.

A warning
Super contributions is a complex 

area so you should contact your super 
fund to inform them of your intentions 
which must be communicated to your 
fund on the appropriate form and 
preferably check with your tax agent, 
remembering that time is now the 
essence.

The content of this article is not 
intended to be used as professional 
advice and should not be used as 
such.

Brian Spurrell FCPA, CTA,  
Registered Tax Agent, is Director 
of Personalized Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd.  PO 
Box 143 Warrandyte 3113.  
Mobile: 0412 011 946
bspurrell@ptasaccountants.com.au
www.ptasaccountants.com.au

Grow your super and reduce your tax liability

FOR THE LAST 15 years the Kiwanis 
Club of Manningham has run the 
annual Monster Community Raffle.

T h i s  y e a r,  2 7  c o m m u n i t y 

organisations, schools and sporting 
clubs took part in the Monster 
Community Raffle.

For every $2 ticket sold, $1.50 
re ma i n s  w i t h  t h e  c o m mu n i t y 
organisation. 

The remaining 50 cents goes towards 
the Manningham Community Fund. 

The fund distributes grants to 
charities to assist with projects 
benefiting disadvantaged residents 
of Manningham. 

“Monies raised from the raffle go 
towards funding services provided by 

community organisations, charities 
and the Manningham Community 
Fund. 

“The Kiwanis Club of Manningham 
works tirelessly to give back to the 
community to benefit disadvantaged 
residents,” said Mayor Cr Paula 
Piccinini.

This year the raffle  raised more 
than $34,000. 

C o m m u n i t y  g r o u p s  w i l l 
receive  more than $25,000 and the 
contribution to the Manningham 
Community Fund reached almost 

$9,000.
Cr Piccinini said she was thankful 

for the generous support from the 
many community groups, school 
and associations, supporting a better 
community.

Kiwanis Club of Manningham 
President Sean Keefe said the Monster 
Community Raffle exists due to the 
partnership between Manningham 
Council and the Kiwanis Club, but 
the real success comes from the local 
schools and groups who participate.

“Ten thousand dollars’ worth of 

prizes were drawn this year, with 
first prize of a $5,000 Coles/Myer gift 
voucher.” 

Manningham Council encourages 
eligible not-for profit and community 
based organisations to apply for a 
Manningham Community Fund grant 
when it reopens in 2020.

For more information on the 
Manningham Community Fund 
or the Community Raffle vist the 
Mannigham Council website:
www.manningham.vic.gov.au

Monster raffle raises money for Manningham clubs
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By CHRIS SHARP

fitness

I GET ASKED many times what’s 
better, strength training or HIIT (High 
Intensity Interval Training)?

Especial ly  now that  the F45 
franchise has facilities popping up 
everywhere. 

There’s no simple answer as it’s 
a little like comparing apples with 
oranges but I’ll explain the benefits 
of both as best I can

When you engage in a healthy 

lifestyle, there are certain goals you 
will find yourself setting milestones 
to celebrate all the hard work you 
plan to put in. 

One key component a program that 
gets you results is having the proper 
elements working together. 

Strictly lifting weights and not 
doing cardio, may get you decent 
results, but you will be neglecting 
your cardiovascular health. 

On the flip side, doing cardio alone 
may burn fat temporarily, but it does 
nothing to alter the composition of 
your body concerning lean mass and 
fat mass.

Strength training is a great way 
t o  c ha n g e  b o d y  c o m p o s i t i o n 
permanently, which leads to a whole 
host of health benefits. 

It serves as the number one way 
to add muscle mass to your frame, 
which in turn boosts your metabolic 
rate. 

A popular myth is that 1kg of muscle 
weighs less than 1kg of fat…not true. 

1kg of fat weighs the same as one 
1kg  of mass.

What differentiates one from the 
other is that 1kg of muscle is much 
more compact. 

Therefore, it takes up much less 

space than 1kg of fat.
As a result, the more muscle mass 

you have, the tighter and more toned 
you appear.

Cardio sessions 
As far as cardio is concerned, many 

people tend to think that long, drawn-
out sessions are critical. 

The truth is, once the body hits 
a certain amount of time during a 
cardio session, doing more does more 
harm than good. 

Secondly, most people just don’t 
have the time to slave away on a 
machine, and could instead better 
utilize that time to get a lift in. 

One of the most efficient and time-
saving forms of cardio is something 
referred to as HIIT, high-intensity 
interval training.

HIIT training involves all-out effort, 
often in the form of sprints, for up to 
30 seconds. 

This type of training is considered 
anaerobic (takes place in the absence 
of oxygen), unlike other low to 
moderate intensity exercise, which 
is considered aerobic. 

Why does this matter? In the 
anaerobic state, our body can still 
build muscle. 

So even though an HIIT session 

is seen as cardio, you can still build 
muscle from it as a result.

Afterburn:  
Fire Up Your Metabolic Furnace 
One of the huge perks of HIIT 

training is something referred to as 
the afterburn. 

The afterburn is the period in which 
your metabolism experiences a boost, 
therefore turning your body into a 
furnace. 

The afterburn can last up to a whole 
24 hours after an HIIT workout. 

Typical cardio burns calories during 
the cardio session itself, but once the 
session ends, so does the calorie burn. 

This is not ideal for long-term 
sustainability and reaching weight/
fat loss goals.

Combining will yield  
remarkable results

Why? Strength training alone will 
add muscle and lead to a tighter, 
stronger appearing physique. 

It will not work the cardiovascular 
aspect of a well-rounded fitness 
program. 

Doing cardio, specifically HIIT, will 
accelerate body fat loss at a faster 
rate than if you were to do strength 
training alone.

So how can you make the two 
work together to reach your goals 
quicker and in better condition than 
anticipated? 

The key is to ensure the elements 
of your strength training program 
include hitting all muscle groups 
throughout your workout rotation. 

Also, throw in two HIIT workouts 
per every 7-day workout cycle. 

Some examples of HIIT workouts 
can include airbike sessions, sled 
pushes, kettlebell swings, or total-
body workouts that consist  of 
bodyweight exercises done intensely 
(think Tabata-style).

The key is finding balance
No matter your fitness or physique 

related goal,  f inding the right 
combination of cardio and resistance 
training, along with a proper, health-
based nutr it ion regimen,  you 
can reach your goals sooner than 
expected. 

Take advantage of what both 
strength training and HIIT offer to 
get the most out of your time and 
workout routine. 

Get to it!!

Chris Sharp owns and operates 
rivvaPT 4-5/266 Yarra St 
Warrandyte 0419 553 058

Strength training vs High Intensity Interval Training

BY JOSH HUNTLY
WARRANDYTE’S Division One Men 
and Youth League Women look poised 
for Big V finals as the season passes the 
halfway mark.

Division One Men
Heading into the Queen’s Birthday 

Long Weekend, the Mens team are 
currently 2nd on the ladder with 11 
wins.

T h e  m e n ’s  s i d e  a re  p e rc h e d 
comfortably with the standout being 
import Jacob Thom, who has well 
and truly settled in to life at the 
organisation.

H e ’s  av e r a g i n g  2 0  p o i n t s ,  7 
rebounds and 4 assists over 15 games, 
including an impressive dunk against 
Collingwood that featured in the Big V 
highlights reel.

Brenton Charles continues to provide 
good support for the side, currently 
placed second in the division for 
average assists and total assists with 
77 so far this season.

Bryan Moore and Andrew Kelly have 
also been solid scoring options for the 
Venom.

Although they broke their four-
game win streak against Western Port 
Steelers in Round 11, the team will 
be hard to stop in the backend of the 
season.

Youth League One Women
The Youth League Women have hit 

a similar vein of form at the midway 
point of the season, sitting two games 
clear in 4th position — despite losing 
their last two matches — thanks to 
a five-game win streak to start the 
season.

Venom’s Ellie Caruana (Round 5) and 
Claudie Kuen (Round 7) also received 
Blue Carpet nominations — which is 
a round-by-round list of the 12 best 
men and women players in the entire 
Big V League.

They seem to have a penchant for 
the close encounters, which includes a 
two-point victory over Keilor in Round 
8 and a hard defensive effort against 
Eltham leading them to a one-point 
victory against their crosstown rivals 
in Round 9.

A 41-point rout of Corio Bay in Round 
7 stands as their most comprehensive 
performance, with Kuens 30 points 
rounding out a dominant display.

Division One Women
The Women’s side have started to get 

their campaign rolling, despite sitting 
second from the bottom of the ladder, 
the team have been playing well.

Skipper Meg Dargan continues to 
set the pace for her side, averaging 
11 points, 5 rebounds and 2 assists 
with her best returns coming against 

Camberwell and Bellarine.
In Round 7, a 20-point final quarter 

against third-placed Bellarine gave the 
Venom their first win of the season, 
an important scalp to get their season 
underway and instil some confidence 
in a talented side.

Dargan again proved to be the 
difference with an impressive season-
high 23 points.

In a strange turn of events, the away 
fixture against Mildura was called off 
at half-time due to a significant water 
leak making the court unsafe for play, 
turning the match into a veritable “wet 
weather game.”

Youth League One Men
The Youth League Men also sit last 

in their division despite getting off 
to good starts against finals bound 
Bendigo and the undefeated Ballarat 
in the last month.

Sebastian Goldby led the side with 17 
points and 10 rebounds against Hume 
in Round 8, prevailing by three points 
for their second win of the season.

The sides only other triumph was 
a thrilling one-point win against 
Werribee in Round 3 with Goldby, 
Harrison Ayton and Mitchell Kerr-
Read all throwing in solid scoring 
contributions.

Despite a 2–13 record, the Venom 
have shown promising signs in 
numerous close games and will look 
to square the ledger as the season 
continues.

Venom seek to bite back
Men and Youth Women sides set themselves for finals

Photo courtesy Basketball Victoria

WBA’s spotlight on..

U9.4 Girls Rookie team

By BRIONY WYLDE
W A R R A N D Y T E  B a s k e t b a l l 
Association (WBA) has welcomed 
many new registrations for this 2019 
Eastern Districts Junior Basketball 
Association’s Winter Season, eight 
of which have formed one of the 
youngest Warrandyte Redbacks 
teams, the U9.4 Girls Rookie team.

The club’s newest recruits to this 
team are Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2 
students Ally Nye, Emily Lynch, Indie 
Pollard, Leila Byrnes, Molly Dwyer, 
Olive Rogan and twin sisters, Ella and 
Emily Guymer.

The team is coached by local 
Warrandyte mum, Catherine Guymer 
and assisted by Catherine’s son 
and Warrandyte Redbacks player, 
Brayden.

This group of girls are a lively bunch 
who are keen and eager to learn the 
game of basketball.

They are full of ideas and tips 
for their coach who is happy to 
accommodate their input while still 
teaching them all the fundamental 
skills of the game.

The team have played just four 
games, learning and improving more 
each week.

The team were unlucky in their first 
three games of the season, walking 
away with losses and only managing 
to score two points.

But this all changed in game four.
With five minutes left Park Orchards 

Steelers were up by four points while 

Warrandyte Redbacks were yet to 
score.

The team utilised the skills they have 
been learning along with the game 
sense they have acquired over the 
last four weeks to work together and 
achieve a much needed four points, 
shot by Ally Nye and Emily Guymer 
in the dying minutes of the game, to 
finish with a draw.

The Warrandyte Redbacks U9.4 
Girls Rookies team are thoroughly 
enjoying their introductory season 
to basketball with a good mix of fun 
and skill drills in their regular training 
sessions.

The girls are always smiling and 
the club coaches are encouraging all 
players to demonstrate team spirit, 
and the game four win demonstrates 
the U9.4s are getting more and more 
competitive week-on-week.

Warrandyte Basketball Association 
look forward to seeing these girls 
flourish in their future years at the 
club.

Warrandyte Basketball 
Association, in collaboration 
with the Diary, will be shining the 
spotlight on other members of 
WBA in the coming year.
If you would like to stay up to 
date with all the latest news and 
upcoming events from Warrandyte 
Basketball Association.
Like their Facebook page:
facebook.com/OneWarrandyte/
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THE LATEST martial arts club to 
set up in Warrandyte is part of one 
of the largest and most successful 
Taekwondo clubs in Australia.

This  year,  War randyte’s  ow n 
Taekwondo family, Marilyn Thaisen 
and her two sons Andre and Christian, 
established the Warrandyte Branch of 
the Melbourne Taekwondo Centre.

Operating out of the Victory Room 
in the Warrandyte Community 
Centre, the club runs classes on Friday 
evenings.

The Thainsen’s have all  been 
coaching for nearly a decade and the 
trio have represented at state, national 
and international level.

Whether they were competing or 
judging in sparring or poomsae, it is 
safe to say the Thaisen’s know their 
stuff —  at the core of Taekwondo, like 
a lot of martial arts is the learning of  
set attack and defence moves; kata 
in Karate and known as poomsae in 

Taekwando.
If you are interested, this is what the 

club has to offer:

•  classes with an emphasis on 
learning through fun and 
enjoyment

•  self-discipline, confidence, 
improving coordination, motor 
skills and fitness

•  separate structured syllabuses 
for continued learning of 
Juniors and Seniors

•  non-confrontational training 
with progression to more 
advanced techniques

•  practical self-defence
•  traditional and sport 

Taekwondo

The Melbourne Taekwondo Centre 
has been at the forefront of Taekwondo 
development in Australia. 

The family run club has been running 
for 50 years and their chief instructor: 
Grand Master Rozinsky is recognised 
as a pioneer of Taekwondo by the 
World Taekwondo Hall of Fame.

See P27 ad for contact details.

active

By ED MUNKS
ATHLETES FROM U6 to U16s meet on 
Sunday mornings to compete against 
six other Little Athletics Clubs in the 
Eastern Region. 

It’s a lot of fun for the kids and it’s 
a great way to keep them active over 
the winter. 

At the recent Knox Little Athletics 
Club Open Day held at Nortons Park 
DLAC had some fantastic results. 

The U6 girls team won the Gold 
medal and local youngster Grace 
Baldock representing the Doncaster 
Centre was part of that team. 

The Under 8 team also won the Gold 
medal in the U8 girls race, with Chloe 
Baldock running for the team. 

Well done girls and to all the other 
DLAC athletes who competed at Knox.

Senior Cross Country
In  t h e  s e n i o r  c ro s s  c o u n t r y 

competition 17-year-old Abbey 
Caldwell, running in the second race 
of the season at St Anne’s Winery, near 
Bacchus Marsh, won the Women’s 
Under 20 race in a time of 14.25.

Abbey will  be heading up to 
Townsville in July for the Oceania 
Games. 

Little Athletics is open for ages 
6–16 of all abilities and everyone is 
welcome. 
For more information on East 
Doncaster Little Athletics Club 
please contact club President 
Jacqui Ward on: 
 jacqui@thewardfamily.id.au
East Doncaster Little Athletics Club 
is sponsored by the Warrandyte 
Bendigo Community Bank.

Cross Country season is well underway

U6 Girls team wins Gold U8 Chloe Baldock wins Gold

DLAC Cross Country team Doncaster Aths Senior team

There’s a new martial arts club in town
LOCAL WEEKLY running group, 
Warrandyte River Runners are fast 
approaching their 500th run.

This weekly socially-competative 
run along the banks of the Yarra at 
distances from three to six kilometres 
has something for everyone and with 
the simple goal of “just finish as close 
to 30 minutes as possible” it seriously 
levels the playing field, making it fun 
and competitve whether you are a 
novice plodder, an old track star or an 
experieced marathoner.

Why not try them out, and take part 
in Warrandyte’s — maybe Melbourne’s 
—  friendlist weekly fun run.

It is also a great way to beat the 
winter blues and help keep fit over the 
colder months.

The group meets every Saturday 
(expect market weekend when the run 
is on Sunday) at 7:30am,  at Stiggants 
Reserve Rotunda.
Search for “Warrandyte River 
Runners” on Facebook.

Warrandyte, 
go for a run!



Address:  Warrandyte Community Centre (Victory 
room, upstairs) - 168 Yarra St, Warrandyte 3113
Website:   www.taekwondo.com.au
Email:  warrandyte@taekwondo.com.au
Phone:  0416 027 665
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BY JOSH HUNTLY
WARRANDYTE flexed their muscles 
with a strong victory against Chirnside 
Park before losses to Ferntree Gully 
and ladder leaders South Belgrave 
soured the Bloods strong run of form.

The team then rallied with a strong 
win in Round 8 against Glen Waverley.

Chirnside Park inexplicably got the 
jump on Warrandyte in their clash, 
shooting out to a 16-point lead to 
catch the Bloods napping at Kimberley 
Reserve.

A displeased Warrandyte outfit 
slammed on seven goals to two in the 
quarter to steady the ship, three of 
which belonged to Nikoda Brooking, 
to give Warrandyte a 27-point buffer 
at half time.

Tom Grimes threw down the 
gauntlet with three of his own in a 
nine-goal third quarter blitz to put the 
result beyond doubt.

The shootout ended at seven goals 
a-piece for Brooking and Grimes with 
both players accounting for more 
than two thirds of Bloods goals in the 
113-point victory.

It was back home to host a red-
hot Ferntree Gully side and in a 
spiteful and tense clash at Warrandyte 
Reserve, the Bloods found themselves 
seven points shy at the final siren.

Under 19’s co-captain Leo Garrick 
was named for his first senior game 
after his good run of form, but the run 
of the half went the way of Ferntree 
who took a two-goal lead into half 
time. 

Tom Grimes continued his goal-
kicking ways with two in the first half.

An injury and scuffle in the third 
quarter left Warrandyte with just one 
rotation for the rest of the match but a 
second dislocated shoulder sustained 
by Jordan Powell this season left 
Warrandyte with none and needing a 
big last quarter.

Despite all this, the Bloods held an 
eight-point lead at the break

Kyle Thompson was again terrific 
in defence.

After travelling to South Belgrave to 

take on the undefeated ladder leaders 
there was a sense of excitement in 
the air with the inclusion of four new 
Bloods.

Unfortunately, that’s where it ended, 
the Bloods were outplayed at every 
turn by a very experienced and slick 
outfit.

Round 8 was an extremely important 
one for the Bloods coming off some 
tough losses over the past few weeks. 

The resulting 3 wins were just what 
the doctor ordered, bringing the 
season back on track.

Round 5 
Warrandyte 25.15-165 

def Chirnside Park 8.4-52
Goal Kickers: N. Brooking 7, T. Grimes 7, 
J. Grimes 4, S. Bowers 3, J. Beasley, J. 
Gebert, L. Buckley, L. Dunn
Best Players: N. Brooking, T. Grimes, 
S. Bowers, J. Powell, K. Thompson, 
L. Buckley

Round 6 
Warrandyte 12.7-79 

def by Ferntree Gully 12.14-86
Goal Kickers: T. Grimes 4, S. Bowers 2, 
N. Johnston 2, L. Garrick, N. Brooking, 
M. Cullum, L. Dunn
B e s t  P l a y e r s :  K .  T h o m p s o n , 
N. Johnston, C. Tout, L. Buckley, 
T. Grimes, L. Dunn

Round 7 
Warrandyte: 9.8-63 

def by South Belgrave: 18.11-119
Goal Kickers: J. Beasley 3, C. Tout, 
N. Grimes, K. Appleby, L. Saunders, 
O. Hodgson, S. Bowers
Best Players: L. Saunders, P. Donahoo, 
C. Tout, T. Versteegen, T. Beasley, 
K. Appleby

Round 8 
Warrandyte 11.4-70 

def Glen Waverley 4.9-33
Goal Kickers: L. Dunn 3, K. Appleby 
2, N. Johnston 2, C. Tout 2, M. Buckley, 
L. Garrick
Best Players:  C. Tout, S. Ternes,  
M. Buckley, T. Versteegen, P. Donahoo

Reserves
Coming into the Queen’s Birthday 

break, the Reserves fell to a 3-5 record, 
failing to find consistency and trailing 
the pack leaders in their push for 
finals.

The Bloods bounced back to form 
against Chirnside Park for a much 
needed win, despite some wayward 
goal-kicking in the second quarter.

A six-goal opening term set the 
tone for the day as Gareth Hitchman 
wasted no time settling back in for 
his first game with six of his own on 
return for Warrandyte’s second win 
of the season.

The following week against ladder 
leaders Ferntree Gully saw Warrandyte 
right in the hunt despite a series of 
undisciplined acts.

With many players pushing their 
cases for a spot in the Seniors, the 
backline duo of Connor Whitfield and 
Michael Richards have been strong 
performers and both were rewarded 
for their good form with senior debuts 
against South Belgrave.

This left a hole in defence for the 
reserve side however, and despite the 
return of Kyle Speers, South Belgrave 
managed to exploit a slower Bloods 
side to exact a 120-point drubbing.

Dave Wilson was judged best on a 
hard day for his four goals.

Coming up against the best side in 
the comp was going to test the team’s 
metal.

Following a really good 1st quarter 
and a reasonable half of footy had the 
Bloods feeling positive.

South Belgrave came out and put 
their foot down in the 2nd half.

In the end Warrandyte simply just 
ran out of legs.

Warrandyte began slowly in the 
Round 8 match against Glen Waverley, 
giving up a one goal quarter time lead 
which had us on the back foot. 

A great second quarter by the whole 
group was inspiring and would give 
the Bloods the narrowest of margins 
in front at half time.

Many of  the younger players 

stepped up in key moments to allow 
Warrandyte to run away with the 
game. 

Round 5 
Warrandyte 11.20-86  

def Chirnside Park 2.2-14
G oal Kickers :  G.  Hitchman 6, 
S. Ternes, D. Corke, G. Godwin,  
M. Munro, S. Valentine
Best Players: J. Huntly, M. Richards, 
G. Hitchman, H. Buyn, C. Prior, 
D. Corke

Round 6 
Warrandyte 8.5-53  

def by Ferntree Gully 11.10-76
Goal Kickers: C. Prior 2, R. Brand, 
G. Godwin, M. Richards, G. Hitchman, 
S. Valentine, D. Wilson
Best Players: C. Whitfield, J. Huntly, 
M. Richards, T. Foster, M. Munro, 
B. Richardson

Round 7 
Warrandyte: 5.5-35  

def by South Belgrave: 24.12-156
G o a l  K i c k e r s :  D .  W i l s o n  3 , 
A. Balemian, G. Godwin
Best Players: M. Munro, C. Prior, 
L. Brewis, D. Wilson, T. Foster, J. Huntly

Round 8 
Warrandyte10.8-68 

def Glen Waverley 6.8-44
G oal Kickers :   G.  Hitchman 3, 
L. Brewis 2, M. Richards, D. Wilson, 
J.  Butler, G. Godwin, K. Speers 
Best Players: L. Brewis, M. Richards, 
J. Huntly, K. Speers, L. Hodge, D. Corke

Under 19s
The Under 19 juggernaut rolled 

on unchallenged until Round 7, 
undefeated after six games with an 
average winning margin of 86 points 
to sit comfortably atop the Division 
3/4 ladder.

The squad is firing on all cylinders. 
Lachlan O’Reilly continues to shine in 
defence for the Bloods with two best 
on grounds to his name and Connor 

Martins dominance in the ruck saw 
him awarded a senior debut against 
Donvale.

The strength and talent of the 2019 
Under 19’s has seen debuts handed 
to four members of the side, those 
being Kyle Appleby, Oscar Hodge, 
Leo Garrick and the aforementioned 
Connor Martin.

The Bloods currently sit at the top 
of the ladder and are widely tipped to 
make finals as the second half of the 
season rolls around.

Round 5 
Warrandyte 14.7-91 

def Chirnside Park 3.4-22
Goal Kickers: Q. Clark 3, B. Davies 2, 
F. Lee 2, C. Padfield 2, D. Poole, 
L. Durran, K. Appleby, H. Smith, 
L. Vaughan
Best Players: L. O’Reilly, L. Vaughan, 
C. Martin, Q. Clark, F. Lee, B. Davies

Round 6 
Warrandyte 24.14-158 

def Ferntree Gully 2.1-1
Goal Kickers: D. Poole 6, Q. Clark 6, 
K. Appleby 4, C. Padfield 2, C. Martin, 
B. Davies, L. Myott, L. Vaughan, 
M. Philpots, C. Bentley
Best Players: C. Martin, O. Hodgson, 
C. Addison, H. Nitschinsk, L. Myott, 
D. Poole

Round 7 
Warrandyte7.9-51 

def by South Belgrave 13.13-91
Goal Kickers: M. Baynon 3, B. Davies 2, 
J. Van Der Ree, E. Boell
Best Players: M. Baynon, Q. Clark, 
C. Addison, B. Davies, C. Martin, 
L. Vaughan

Round 8 
Warrandyte 13.16-94 
def Fair Park 4.9-33

Goal Kickers: Q. Clark 3, C. Padfield 3, 
B. Davies 2, E. Boell 2, L. Durran 2, 
M. Baynon
Best Players:  L. Myott, L. Durran, 
B. Trevorrow, B. Davies, O. Bell,  
Q. Clark

BY JOSH HUNTLY
AS REPRESENTATIVE football 
rolls around for another year, some 
of Warrandyte’s talented junior 
footballers will have an opportunity to 
showcase their skills on the interleague 
stage.

A host of the Bloods young guns 
were selected to participate in the 
AFL Victorian Metropolitan Junior 
Development series on behalf of 
the Yarra Junior Football League 
(YJFL), including Under 15 trio Daisy 
Cooper, Chanelle Vitiritti and Lou 
Podmore who were selected for the 
girls squad to take on other leagues in 
the interleague carnival.

Cooper and Podmore endured a 
scoreless 10-point defeat against the 
South Metro Junior Football League 

(SMJFL) in the Division One match 
while Vitiritti’s Division Two side 
fought out a thrilling four-point win 
over Eastern Girls.

Noah Reddaway was selected in 
the Under 15s Division Two squad to 
compete against the SMJFL and was 
involved in a strong 27-point victory.

Reddaway will  compete again 
against the Eastern and Northern 
Football league on June 8 and June 
10,  respectively in the leagues 
campaign, to secure the interleague 
championship.

Displaying some strong form for 
Warrandyte’s Under 14s, the Guymer 
brothers, Brayden and Lachlan, were 
selected in the Under 14-1 YJFL squad 
and were pivotal in keeping the SMJFL 
scoreless to record a 68-point win.

WJFC represent at Vic Metro Series

Photo courtesy WJFC  
Facebook Page

Seniors and U19s strengthen finals credentials
Photo: TREWELLA SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY
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