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Warrandyte put our best foot forward this month at the 43rd Warrandyte Festival. With something 
for everyone, festival-goers enjoyed the parade, live music, film, art, food and fun.  Relive your best 
festival moments with our wrap-up on pages 10–15.  Photo: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Warrandyte   
on parade
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Next issue of the Diary will be published on Tuesday, May 7, 2019.  
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The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. 
Although it has developed over the years, it has retained its strong 
community character, being produced mostly by volunteers with only one 
aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through advertising, it guards 
its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The 
Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and 
character of the place it serves. Its monthly circulation is 3500 copies and 
it is available in Warrandyte, North Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park 
Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, Kangaroo Ground 
and Research. 

The Warrandyte Diary acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the lands where 
Warrandyte now stands, the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin nation, and pays 
respect to their Elders — past, present and emerging — and acknowledges 
the important role Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people continue to 
play within our community.  
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Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, 
some 27km from Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting 
ground of the Wurundjeri people, in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the 
first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon established its character as a 
small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. Around 1900 
the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young 
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a 
commuter suburb of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense 
of independence of Warrandyte has been largely retained. This newspaper is 
the voice and true expression of that spirit.
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OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

The Diary’s researchers have taken 
a peek into the archives to see 
what was happening in Warrandyte 
a century ago and guess what they 
found?

ARTIST OUT OF DOORS:
What painters suffer  

from a curious public 
BY A. COLQUHOUN

The Melbourne Herald  
Saturday, March 29, 1919, Page 16

When an Australian citizen, seeking 
sunshine and fresh air outside the radius 
of bricks and mortar, discovers that he (or 
it may be his lady companion) has been 
sitting on a rag reeking with wet oil paint, 
his resentment is great.
It is not likely that his first indignation will 
be lessened by having it pointed out to him 
that the rag in question is an important part 
of the equipment of a young man of brilliant 
promise, who was too much absorbed in the 
pursuit and contemplation of the beautiful 
to bother about such mundane things as 
other people’s best clothes.
The circumstance is an indication, however, 
that, the present being the close season in 
art, so far as exhibitions are concerned, the 

painter is working out of doors, battling 
with the weather, flies, and other incidental 
troubles which beset his path.
Many of the workers to be seen about 
during holiday time are normally figure men  
(or women) portrait painters and limners  
of that class, concerning whom it was 
a dictum of the late G. P. Folingsby that 
they painted better landscapes than the 
landscape painters.
The scope and nature of the work undertaken 
by the pleinairiste is extensive and varied, 
and ranges from that of the young lady 
amateur to the heavy professional, who 
is represented in the exhibitions by 
large compositions of the kind known as 
important.
Though these large canvases are more 
frequently handled in the studio than in the 
open there are exceptions to the rule, and 
the late Fred McCubbin has often been seen 
struggling in a high wind under the burden 
of an eight-foot pastoral.

On the Lower Yarra
A favourite and convenient sketching 
ground for the Melbourne artist and student 
was for many years that part of the lower 
Yarra reaching from the Little Dock, where 
picturesque sailing craft of the W.W. Jacobs 
type abound, down as far as the Victoria 
dock in the track of the tall funnels and 

piled up promenade decks of great oversea 
steamers, all set in the drifting opalescent 
atmosphere which clings to such localities, 
and rich in the suggestion of distant Ophirs, 
and the wide expanses of the world. 
Here at one time the sketcher was frequently 
to be met, but during the four years of war 
the military authorities agreed to regard all 
such persons as potential enemies and have 
even gone so far as to confiscate certain 
suspicious looking impressions and effects 
made by over-adventurous colourists.
Though no absolute rule prevails, the 
amateur may generally be distinguished 
from the professional painter by his 
(I use the term his for want of a more 
comprehensive pronoun) little shiny black 
colour-box, the neatness of his get up, and, 
to the discriminating eye, the cheerful and 
holiday effect of his general bearing.
He is, however a factor in art by no means to 
be despised, and may, and frequently does,
develop later into a picture buyer.
Some of the local artists seek their inspiration 
far afield in regions entailing long Journeys 
by rail and coach, and yielding exhibition 
titles such as Big Timber, In the Kelly 
Country, or Sunset, Mount Baw Baw; while 
others, less inclined to rove, are content with 
the nearer hunting grounds of Warrandyte, 
Eltham, Mordialloc, or more suburban spots 
about Kew or Deepdene...

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHThe more things change... 
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THE WARRANDYTE RSL invites 
all Community Groups and 
individuals to march and attend 
the service on Anzac Day — 
Thursday, April 25, 2019.

The march will step off at 
10:30am in the car park opposite 
Whipstick Gully Road.

The service will be at the 
cenotaph within the RSL Memorial 
grounds at the conclusion of the 
march.

Thanks to funding from the 
Manningham City Council and 
Warrandyte Community Bank, 
the RSL balcony restoration 
project is complete.

There will be limited reserved 

seating available on the balcony 
for those unable to stand for the 
service.

Although the RSL is happy to let 
everyone take advantage of the 
restored balcony, we request that 
attendees refrain from using the 
balcony during the service as it is 
reserved for elderly and disabled 
veterans.

Whether on the balcony or in the 
grounds, there will be attendants 
available to assist anyone who 
needs assistance on the day.

At the conclusion of the service 
morning tea and refreshments are 
available in the club room.

All welcome.

By DAVID HOGG
NORTH of the river, Nillumbik Shire Council was 
due to have considered the draft Green Wedge 
Management Plan (GWMP) in March 2019 for 
the purposes of wider community engagement.

However, at the Council Meeting on March 
26 it was agreed that the draft GWMP now be 
considered at the June 2019 Ordinary Council 
Meeting, allowing for feedback on the draft 
Bushfire Mitigation Strategy to be received by 
Council prior to finalising the draft GWMP.

Meanwhile, south of the river, parties both 
in favour and against Manningham Council’s 
divisive Amendment C117 are still awaiting a 
decision from the Minister for Planning.

Angelo Kourambas, Director City Planning 
and Community at Manningham has advised 
the Diary “Following the Council meeting on 
Tuesday 26 February, Amendment C117 to the 
Manningham Planning Scheme was submitted to 
the Minister for Planning for approval and Council 
is now awaiting a response from the Minister for 
Planning.”

By DAVID HOGG
THE NBN BUILD of Fibre-to-the-
Curb (FTTC) technology which will 
cover most areas of Warrandyte and 
North Warrandyte is now well under 
way.

Contractors vehicles are now visible 
in the area laying the fibre.

Whilst NBN has been stating for 
the past year that availability will be 
“in the second half of 2019”, a check 
on individual premises shows that 
commencement dates have recently 
been changed from third quarter to 
fourth quarter.

However, some communications 
now being received by locals are 
misleading or fraudulent.

The harmless one is an email 
which comes out from time to time 
from Telstra stating “your Telstra 
service on the NBN network might 
be interrupted” and is a notification  

of routine overnight maintenance.
This is sent to a wide customer base, 

and local residents should ignore this 
as we are not yet on the NBN.

The more sinister one is a scam 
telephone call being received by a 
number of people in the Warrandyte 
area who are being advised that as 
the NBN is now available in your 
area (which it isn’t) your phone and 
internet service will be disconnected 
within the next week unless you take 
immediate action.

If you proceed with this call you 
will end up with overseas scammers 
purporting to be from Telstra or 
Microsoft Technical Support telling 
you there are problems with your 
internet connection and requiring 
credit card details to resolve the issue.

If you receive any such call you 
should hang up immediately.

By DAVID HOGG
HIGH VOLTAGE (HV) powerline 
equipment went into meltdown at 
3:30am on the morning of Tuesday, 
March 5 with a big explosion in Brogil 
Road, and social media also went 
into meltdown with complaints the 
next day.

The culprit was once again a possum, 
which had run along the new bundled 
cable (otherwise known as the Possum 
Freeway) and come into contact with 
a High Voltage Gas Switch, causing 
considerable damage and an outage of 
power over a significant area of North 
Warrandyte.

Whilst the outage lasted less than 
an hour in most areas, those close to 
the action endured a 13-hour outage 
the next day, with a number of people 
posting that they had lost some freezer 
stock and complaining that they had 
had up to three other similar incidents 
at this pole in the last six months.

The Diary has been advised by 
Hu g o  A r m s t r o n g ,  M e d i a  a n d 
Communications Consultant in 
Ausnet Services’ Corporate Affairs 
section, that the reason for the lengthy 

outage was because in addition to 
replacing the damaged switch and line 
equipment they took the opportunity 
to fit the new style possum guards to 
the aerial bundled cable for the first 
time at this location.

It is hoped that this will prevent any 
further problems.

The Diary reported on these new 
style possum guards in our April 2018 
issue and they were at that time being 
trialled on HV lines at the bridge.

These barriers are 600mm in 
diameter, large enough to block a 
possum’s direct line of sight and 
mounted on a bearing that will rotate 
when a possum attempts to put any 
weight on it, making it impossible to 
get a sure grip.

Time will tell on the success of this, 
but the trial at the bridge appears to 
have been successful.

The Brogil Road outage fell in 
between two scheduled outages on 
March 3 and March 8, the planned 
works took place on Stony Creek Road, 
which involved a road closure to allow 
Ausnet Services to replace poles and 
lines on the Low Voltage supply.

The possum power problem Green Wedge 
planning update

NBN scammers 
target Warrandyte

Anzac Day service

Dear Diary
I would like to propose that we paint 
the supports of the new bridge — it’s a 
great area and it would be great for the 
community to engage in what art would 
look great and reflect the Warrandyte 
area. 

An Indigenous mural would be amazing 
— lets get together and create something 
beautiful for everyone!

John Elliott
North Warrandyte

Dear Diary
As the bridge works draw to a close I was 
out walking the dog and bumped into one 
of the ‘traffic controllers’ who had been on 
site since worked commenced, travelling 
from her home in Gippsland. 

She let me now that it was her last day and 
as I’d grown accustomed to our exchanges 
of “morning”, “afternoon” and “nice day”, 
I felt compelled to chat a little longer and 
was quite taken aback when she told me 
she was “glad to be going”. 

Of course I enquired as to why, she was 
a lovely lady and always seemed quite 
chipper. 

“The abuse”, What?!! 

This lovely lady, who was just doing her 
job, retold of constant verbal abuse, some 
even taking to spitting and throwing coffee 
over her!!! 

I was stunned and appalled to say the 
least. 

She said the only thing that got her 

 
through was all the passing dogs as they 
walked by with their owners, having left 
her three pooches at home each morning.

Well I’m afraid to say fellow Warrandytians, 
I’m disgusted. 

Yes the bridge works have been a pain, I’ll 
be the first to say it. 

But as a survivor of domestic abuse, what 
the hell makes this behaviour okay?! 

Are these the people who continually take 
out their frustrations on the innocent? 

If these people carry out this sort of 
abhorrent behaviour in a public space, to 
a stranger, what are they doing at home 
behind closed doors? 

What are they doing when they’ve had a 
few too many at the pub/club/bbq? 

I’m scared to even imagine!

Donna Bennett
Address supplied

Letters to the Diary including emails must include the writer’s full name, address 
and phone number, even if not intended for publication. Content may be edited for 
reasons of style, length or legality. editor@warrandytediary.com.au

your say

Bridge muralBridge abuse

Our heritage
Dear Diary
I am drawn to write to you to commend 
the community on all the wonderful 
works that have taken place in the heart 
of the Warrandyte community. 

The recently almost finished bridge, the 
festival, the arts and history precincts add 
to the community bonding of this area.

Your newspaper gives acknowledgement 
to the traditional owners of the lands 
where Warrandyte now stands but there 
is not any signage along the river front 
to honour that acknowledgement to our 
past history prior to the gold rush.

The Aboriginal history is hidden from 
the present day generation with our 
school children knowing nothing about 
the Indigenous people that lived and 
flourished here. 

It is now a lost culture, which produced 
a wide and diverse society and structure 
of life that is not shared with those who 
live here or pass through. 

Lets mark the fishing, coroboree and 
meeting places and give recognition 
to Simon Wonga, an Indigenous man 
that supported the Europeans placing 
Warrandyte on the map.

Dawn Gale
Address supplied

Photo: STEPHEN REYNOLDS
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ON MARCH 18, Warrandyte Police 
arrested a 45-year-old man from Box 
Hill North in relation to allegations of 
discarding commercial waste in and 
around the northeast suburbs.

Wa r r a n d y t e  P o l i c e  S t a t i o n 
Commander,  Sergeant Stewart 
Henderson, spoke to the Diary about 
the operation.

“ Wa r ra n d y t e  Po l i c e,  a f t e r  a 
comprehensive investigation in 
cooperation with numerous local 
government shires, arrested a 45 
year old man from Box Hill North in 
relation to allegations of discarding 
commercial waste and other rubbish 
in the Bulleen, Doncaster, Officer, 
Pakenham and Mount Waverley 
areas.

“He has been charged with nine 
offences including obtaining property 
by deception and offences against 
Sect 45F of the EPA Act and has been 
bailed to face court on August 15, 2019 
at Ringwood”, he said.

By DAVID HOGG
THE DIARY was alerted by a statement 
in the minutes of the February 
Nillumbik Council meeting that in 
view of SKM Recycling no longer being 
able to accept recycling material the 
Council had commenced sending 
recycling waste to landfill  from 
February 25.

With waste high on the public agenda 
at the moment, this Diary reporter 
began to wonder, just what does 
happen to our recycling.

I started by asking Nillumbik what 
the current situation was, and they 
advised “We sent it to landfill for seven 
days only; however normal services are 
back in operation as SKM has resumed 
acceptance of material.”

Manningham responded to my 
request for similar information and 
Grant Jack, Acting Director City 
Services advised “All recyclables 

c o l l e c t e d  i n  Ma n n i n g ha m  a re 
processed by Visy and do not go to 
landfill.

“Manningham’s recyclables are 
sorted into their separate recycling 
streams at Visy’s recycling plant in 
Heidelberg.”

So there you have it, Manningham’s 
recycling waste goes to Visy and 
Nillumbik’s goes to SKM, so all is 
good again as far as the Councils are 
concerned.

But that isn’t the end of the story, 
what happens once it arrives at the 
contractors sorting facility.

I know that Visy “sort” it, but what 
happens then?

Does some of it go to landfill?
Is it stockpiled awaiting shipment 

overseas?
Is it processed in Australia and 

turned into something useful?
I put these questions to both Visy and 

SKM but neither had responded by the 

time this went to press.
Much to their credit, Nillumbik 

Council, faced with ever increasing 
costs for recycling contracts, has 
sought an urgent meeting with the 
Minister for Energy, Environment 
and Climate Change the Hon. Lily 
D’Ambrosio MP.

N i l l u m b i k  h o p e  t o  r e a c h  a 
collaborative long-term solution to 
the recycling crisis currently impacting 
councils and to request financial 
support to assist with funding new 
ways to develop a sustainable recycling 
system in Victoria.

They point out the need to reintroduce 
a financial assistance package for 
Councils which are constrained for 
income by rate capping and suffering 
exorbitant waste costs due to the failure 
of the recycling market to be funded 
from the State Government landfill 
levy of which Nillumbik Council has 
contributed $3,190,959 in the last  

five years.
Meanwhile the Andrews Labor 

G overnment is  claiming to  be 
supporting Victorian councils to 
improve their recycling practices and 
expand their operations to recover 
valuable products and reduce waste 
going to landfill.

Minister for Environment Lily 
D’Ambrosio has officially launched 
Repurpose, its new $8.5 million 
washing plant facility in Epping — 
which will recover and treat materials 
previously destined for landfill and 
convert them into valuable resources. 

Whilst this will undoubtedly help 
to recycle more than 500,000 tonnes 
of construction and demolition 
waste from landfill each year, it is 
not clear what assistance will be 
offered to resolve the problems around 
household and business recycling 
material.

WET WIPES flushed down household 
toilets have clogged a sewer at 
Chirnside Park, causing a 700,000 litre 
spill and costing Yarra Valley Water 
over $100,000 in court.

Environment Protection Authority 
Victoria (EPA) Executive Director 
Damian Wells says EPA prosecuted 
Yarra Valley Water over the spill in the 
Ringwood Magistrates’ Court.

“ The Court  did not 
c o nv i c t  Ya r ra  Va l l e y 
Wa t e r,  b u t  o r d e r e d 
t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  t o 
spend $80,000 on local 
conservation projects and 
$20,000 on informing the 
public that they should 
not put wet wipes into the 
sewerage system, even if 
the packaging says they 
are flushable,” Mr Wells 
said.

The spill occurred when 
a blockage that consisted 
largely of discarded wet 
wipes caused sewage 
to escape through an 
e m e r g e n c y  ov e r f l o w 
system that normally only 
operates during major 
storms.

The spill sent more than 
700,000 litres of sewage 
and liquid industrial 
w a s t e  o n t o  l a n d  i n 
Switchback Road, then 
into the Paynes Road 
Drain and the Chirnside 

Park Drain.
“Fortunately, the spill did not reach 

the Yarra River,” Mr Wells said.
The leaked material included raw 

sewage and industrial waste from 
nearby small industrial sites.

EPA officers found large amounts 
of wet wipe material, litter and 
tissue caught up in vegetation in the 
drains, and water testing showed 
significantly raised levels of E.coli 
bacteria, ammonia and the nutrients 
phosphorous and nitrogen, as well as 
lowered levels of dissolved oxygen.

T h o s e  r e a d i n g s  s h o w  t h e 
contaminated water was potentially 

poisonous to animals, birds, fish  
and other aquatic life, as well as 
causing odour.

Yarra Valley Water conducted a 
clean-up along the affected waterways 
and installed improvements to the 
sewer’s emergency overflow system to 
prevent any future spills.

The Court ordered Yarra Valley 
Water to spend $80,000 to fund 
local community groups and the 
Yarra Ranges Council to protect and 
rehabilitate the remnant billabong 
system at Spadonis Reserve at Yering.

The conservation program is to 
include weed control, revegetation and 

protective fencing to keep 
out pest species.

The Court also ordered 
Yarra Valley Water to 
spend $20,000 on a 
publicity campaign, telling 
people not to flush wet 
wipes because they do not 
biodegrade and can clog 
the sewerage system.

“ The message to the 
public is that wet wipes 
might be marked flushable, 
but that doesn’t guarantee 
they won’t cause pollution 
of the environment,” Mr 
Wells said.

The Court also ordered 
Yarra Valley Water to pay 
EPA $5,000 in costs and 
publish detai ls  of  the 
charges and decision in 
local media.

Members of the public can 
report all types of pollution 
by calling the EPA 24-hour 
hotline, on 1300 EPA VIC 
(1300 372 842).

What happens to our recycling? 

The price of convenience Illegal dumper caught

MANNINGHAM Council  are 
asking for residents to complete 
a survey as part of its Emergency 
Aware program.

“ We  w i l l  b e  c o n d u c t i ng  a 
community survey across the 
municipality to form a baseline 
of community knowledge and 
current levels of preparedness 
for emergency events in general,” 
said Dean Graham, Engagement 
Officer — Emergency Management 
at Manningham Council. 

The survey can be completed 
online with a computer or smart 
device and takes only a few minutes 
to complete.

“We will also be giving away 
three VISA gift cards at random to 
people who have undertaken the 
survey as an extra incentive,” said 
Mr Graham.  
To take part, head to the  
Manningham Your Say website:  
yoursaymanningham.com.au

Emergency 
awareness survey

JOIN WITH friends and family for 
a memorial service to remember 
the life of “Warrandyte Treasure” 
Shirley Rotherham.

Victory Room 
Warrandyte Community Centre

Sunday April 28, 2:30–4pm 

In memoriam 
Shirley Rotherham

Photo courtesy: BILL McAULEY



APRIL 2019 Warrandyte Diary 5

WARRANDYTE managed to be fairly 
fire-free this summer, however this 
cannot be said for most other parts 
of the state.

Early March saw major fires in 
Gippsland which impacted towns 
around Bunyip, Drouin and Nar Nar 
Goon.

Our local brigades spent time away 
from their families to help protect 
homes, farms and other assets from 
the inferno.

Warrandyte
Warrandyte sent a crew on Pumper 

Strike Team 1305, which provided 
asset protection day and night for 
Bunyip, Garfield, Longwarry. 

The new Sl ip  O n,  which the 
community funded through the 2016 
Fireball went with Slip On Strike Team 
1301 to the Erica/Thomson Dam 
Fire and then spent four days at the 
Camberville Fire.

The Forward Control Vehicle, which 
was purchased with a grant from 
Warrandyte Community Bank also 
went to the Camberville Fire to provide 
critical incident management.

“A Total  of  28 members were 
deployed from Warrandyte and also 
supported with crewing of South 
Warrandyte and North Warrandyte 
appliances,” said Warrandyte 1st 
Lieutenant Will Hodgson.

South Warrandyte
The South Warrandyte Tanker was 

deployed as part of Strike Team 1304 
to the Nar Nar Goon staging area for 
five days.

Over the course of the deployment 

the truck had approximately 20 South 
Warrandyte members, with support of 
Warrandyte and Wonga Park brigades.

10 South Warrandyte members 
also supported other strike team 
deployments around the state.

North Warrandyte
Strike Team 1404 responded to the 

Bunyip Fire.
The crew from North Warrandyte 

worked day and night, on rotation for 
four days.

Wonga Park
Wonga Park Tanker was on standby 

throughout the Bunyip fires, as its 
assigned Strike Team 1374 was held 
back to protect the local area from 
Badger Creek to Warrandyte.

However, as Captain Aaron Far told 
the Diary, the Brigade committed 
members to crew for other Strike 
Teams.

“I went as Crew Leader of Warrandyte 
Pumper for a night shift to do work 
near Princes Highway in Tynong — 
near Gumbaya World.

“John Greenwood-Smith was in the 
Strike Team Leaders car, Lieutenant 
Luke Summerscales and myself took 
shifts as Assistant Strike Team Leaders 
as we are both in the process of training 
as Strike Team Leaders.

“Ryan Brindley was also deployed as 
a firefighter.”

Although Warrandyte hasn’t seen 
a bushfire since 2014, incidents like 
these are a reminder of the devastation 
bushfire can cause and the vital role 
CFA volunteers, across the state, play 
in responding to these events.

By JO FRENCH
THE QUEEN of the Shire is coming 
home, and her creator,  highly 
a c c l a i m e d  s c u l p t o r  D e b o r a h 
Halpern, is one of many that will 
be happy to see her back where  
she belongs.

“I’m glad she is coming home,” said 
Deborah, “it’s exciting.”

Residents and visitors to the area 
have asked of her whereabouts and 
when she is returning.

“When a work is made for a special 
place and it is moved it is upsetting,” 
said Deborah. 

Queen of the Shire, commissioned 
by Nillumbik Council and installed 
in 2015, usually stands 2.5 metres 
above the ground, on Kangaroo 
Ground-Warrandyte Rd just north 
of the bridge, marking the entrance 
to Nillumbik Shire.

Per the agreement between Council 
and VicRoads, the sculpture was 
removed for protection.

“She was in the way”, said Deborah.
Queen of the Shire was found to 

have some damage so was taken away  
for repairs.

“She’s gone … to have a little 
revamp,” said Deborah. 

Council  spokesperson Mitch 
Grayson said the artwork underwent 
a standard condition report while 
roadworks were underway.

“This condition report applies to all 
public artworks exposed to natural 
elements that can cause some wear”.

Council attributed the damage 
to “almost three years of exposure 
to natural elements”, saying that 
the repairs  only amounted to 
“replacing about five missing tiles 
out of a sculpture that has a couple 
of thousand tiles”.

He said the costs were minimal 
— “and well within the standard 
maintenance budget for keeping 
public artworks in pristine condition”.

As a gateway piece, Queen of the 
Shire has the role of both welcoming 
residents and visitors into Nillumbik 
Shire, and also of watching over  
that area.

“If only she could speak,” said 
Deborah, “if only she could say, 
look — slow down, you have to be 
careful here. 

“We have the river, and we love our 
river, we love our little village … so 
be careful.”

When the sculpture first went up, 
many people would tell Deborah 
how much they loved her, and that 
“she was magical”.

“Her eyes look at you,” they would 
say, and Deborah’s response was 
“yes, she is looking, she is looking 

at  everything and she’s looking  
after everything.” 

G ro w i n g  u p  i n  Wa r ra n d y t e, 
Deborah has lived here for over 60 
years and has noticed that many 
things have changed.

Perhaps the return of The Queen 
of the Shire is a good opportunity to 
remind us all that there is a law to the 
land and we must be careful, we need 
to treat the area with respect.

“There are a lot of people here 
who are new to Warrandyte,” said 
Deborah, “and you have to get into 
the vibe and understand it.

“You need to have a sensitivity to 
the place you are in and take time to 
find out about it.”

Although not aware of her official 
return date, having her ready to come 
back is a relief.

With the bridge now open as 
usual, people have been wondering 
when and even if the Queen would 
return but with a new footing poured 
and the giant truck warning sign 

relocated, the Diary has been able 
to confirm with both VicRoads 
and Nillumbik Shire Council that 
Warrandyte and Nillumbik Shire’s 
prized sculpture will return within 
a few weeks.

“I enjoy spending time with her 
because I get to revisit the process 
… but she has a job to do … and 
she is coming back to look over that 
intersection … to look over the area.”

“We have restored her and she looks 
beautiful again, we have cleaned her 
up… and now she is coming home.”

Mitch Grayson agrees, telling the 
Diary that the Shire Council is very 
much looking forward to her being 
re-installed.

“What a great day that will be for all 
the people who have missed her so 
much!” he said.

Deborah is part of the Nillumbik 
Artists Open Studios, and her studio 
will be one of many open on the 
weekend of May 4-5 (see page 9 for 
more details).

your say

Brigades in Bunyip

Dear Diary,
I want to thank the motorists on 
Kangaroo Ground Road for the years 
of courtesy they gave to the Research/
Warrandyte Road users. 
Every morning, when time was 
precious, each driver would let a car 
from Research/Warrandyte Road into 
the queue to cross the bridge.
I found this so reassuring about the 
state of our world here. 
It made such a good start to our day.
Thank you all for your kindness  

and goodwill.
While I’m at it, I’d also like to thank 
the Diary for being an informative, 
positive, balanced local paper of 
excellent quality. 
It is a good picture of an interesting, 
ar t ist ic,  spor t ing and l i terar y 
community which takes care of the 
natural environment.
We are lucky.

Elsa Martin.
North Warrandyte

Dear Diary,
I’d just like to say a big thank you to 
the residents living up KG Road, and 
in Kangaroo Ground and beyond, for 
their many years of courtesy in the 
mornings  at the Research Road/KG 
Road intersection near the bridge.
Much appreciated by those of us living 
off Research Road during the pre-
traffic light days.

Ian Moore
North Warrandyte

Thanks for years of courtesy

Spruced up and ready to come home

By SUSAN FOREMAN
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FOR THOSE WHO have observed 
the ways of nature in Australia, the 
European system of four seasons, 
doesn’t quite fit the reality here.

The Aboriginal nations had long 
established a range of different 
calendars that described their local 
environment, delineating time and 
events that reflected their location and 
particular climate.

Not a lot of work had been done in this 
area of research.

Prior to 1994, the Wurundjeri had not 
published anything on calendars of the 
Middle Yarra.

So when Alan Reid on being awarded 
the Natural History Medallion by the 
Field Naturalist Club in 1994, called 
for projects to establish local seasonal 
calendars, The Timelines Project, the 
challenge was enthusiastically taken up 
locally in the Middle Yarra.

These new calendars were to be based 
on observable events of nature, rainfall 
and the movements of the sun, moon 
and Earth, as is the European calendar.

In 1996 Alan inspired the Middle Yarra 
Timelines Committee to produce the 
Six Season Middle Yarra Calendar.

You may have noticed that autumn 
didn’t get a place at the calendar 
because it’s highly questionable that 
autumn occurs in Australia.

The characteristics of European 

Autumn are deciduous leaves falling 
from trees,  animals  going into 
hibernation and growth in plants 
shutting down due to very cold 
conditions.

That deciduous trees from other 
countries planted in Australia lose 
their leaves in early winter does not an 
autumn make.

There are a few species indigenous 
to Australia that are deciduous and 
these take up a very small part of the 
indigenous vegetation.

Australian mammals generally do 
not go into hibernation, in fact it is a 
heightened time of activity with many 
mammals and birds breeding during 
winter and plants resume their growth 
with the return of rain after summer.

The Middle Yarra Calendar project 
was also a response by local naturalists 
to understand the changes they were 
observing to the climate; affects that 
were flowing on to the natural world.

The Australian climate had always 

delivered dramatic extremes.
However, weather events seemed to 

becoming somewhat unhinged from 
the known patterns and displaying new 
extremes.

Essential to devising the calendar was 
understanding the link between rainfall 
and environmental conditions.

Absolutely everything is hydrologically 
driven in nature, nothing happens 
without water and the most discernible 
change to the climate was less rain 
was falling generally, with particular 
emphasis on the low rainfall during 
early winter, the March to June period.

This was having a dramatic affect 
upon the productivity of the local 
bushlands.

Seasons became less distinct as 
lower rainfalls bland out the seasonal 
differences.

Normal levels of rainfall smooth out 
the transitions to the next season, with 
lower rainfall we characteristically have 
abrupt transitions to next season

By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories

By GLEN JAMESON

nature

SOME YEARS ago a woman said 
to me that she had been “adopted” 
into a tribe, and the Aboriginal man 
concerned said that she was now his 
nephew.

She did not understand how as a 
woman she could be a nephew, so 
I tried to explain it to her along the 
following lines.

Titles like niece, nephew, grandson, 
and granddaughter, are not decided by 
the gender of the person concerned, 
but by their filial or lineal relationship.

If I point to a girl and say “This is my 
grandson” it simply means that she is 
the child of my son.

If I point to a boy and say “This is my 
granddaughter” it simply means that 
he is the child of my daughter.

Grandsons can therefore be either 
boys or girls, as can granddaughters.

The designation of uncles and aunts 
is similarly different to European 
conventions.

The sisters of your mother are 

not your aunts as in the European 
definition.

Your mother’s sisters are your “other 
mothers”, because somebody has to 
take up maternal responsibilities if 
something untoward happened to 
your birth mother.

Similarly, your father’s brothers are 
not your uncles they are your “other 
fathers”.

Your aunties therefore are your 
father’s sisters and your uncles are 
your mother’s brothers.

This is where it starts to get into brain 
haemorrhage territory.

The children of both your mother’s 
sisters and your father’s brothers are 
therefore not your cousins, as in the 
European definitions, they are your 
“other brothers and sisters”.

Their parents are therefore by 
definition not your uncle and aunt, 
they are your “other mother and 
father”.

To get back to my confused female 
nephew, her title of nephew means she 
must have been adopted as if she were 
the child of his wife’s brother, this is the 
normal process of familial adoption in 
traditional Aboriginal society.

The terminology arises from the fact 
that a man does not have any nephews 
until he gets married and inherits them 
from his wife’s side of the family.

Similarly, a woman does not have 
nieces until she gets married and 
inherits them from her husband’s side 
of the family.

This is one of the reasons that the 
terms ‘Uncle’ and ‘Aunty’ still retain 
special significance in Aboriginal 
society.

They were originally titles that 
gained an additional dimension with 
marriage, but now survive more as 
honorific terms in the Aboriginal 
community.

In traditional society however, the 
terms were quite specific.

If I am a man, the children of my 
brother are my “other children”.

On the other hand, the children of 
my sisters, both boys and girls, are 
my nieces.

Similarly, if I am a woman, the 
children of my sisters are my “other 
children” and the children of my 
brothers are my nephews.

Did I mention brain haemorrhage?
A few years ago I had a most satisfying 

experience.
My wife and I were on a caravan 

holiday in the Northern Territory, we 
had stopped at Kakadu National park 
and I was chatting to some Aboriginal 
Park Rangers outside the visitors’ 
centre.

The Ranger introduced me to the 
young man opposite him and said 
“This is my nephew”.

I immediately said “Oh you mean 
he is the son of your wife’s brother?” 
His eyebrows shot up in amazement 
and he smiled saying “Oh you know 
this stuff?” I smiled back and said “A 
little bit”.

E u ro p e a n s  h av e  a l w a y s  h a d 
trouble understanding Aboriginal 
relationships, but ultimately it is only 
a trick of thinking.

R a t h e r  t h a n  r e m e m b e r i n g 
relationship terms you only know the 
totemic structure of relationships.

Tribal Aboriginal people carry this 
structure in their heads and can 
immediately locate a person according 
to the skin totem structure.

However, I have already ventured 
far enough into brain haemorrhage 
territory and won’t go any further, save 

for one final note.
Within the totemic Skin Group 

system there were four primary groups.
Your father belongs to group one, 

your mother belongs to group two, you 
belong to group three and your marital 
partner belongs to group four.

All your brothers and sisters as well 
as your other brothers and other sisters 
(that is the children of your mother’s 
sisters and your fathers’ brothers) 
belong to the same Skin Group as you.

However, your cousins (the children 
of your father’s sisters and your 
mother’s brothers) belong in the 
same group that your marital partner 
comes from.

In other words, your husband or wife 
is classed as a type of cousin, but are of 
no filial relationship to you.

When Aboriginal people tried to 
explain the structure of this relationship 
to settlers or anthropologists, as soon 
as the word “cousin” was mentioned, 
the listener usually jumped to the 
conclusion that Aboriginal people 
practiced incest.

The reality is that Aboriginal society 
had more degrees of safety against 
incest than any other society on Earth.

The complex world of Aboriginal kinship

Rainfall: the ecological driver

By DICK DAVIES
Warrandyte Community Association

DEER, MYKI and dog poo were issues 
of the moment at the Warrandyte 
Festival - according to the writing 
on the Warrandyte Community 
Association’s ‘Writers Wall’!

Deer have emerged as critical 
menaces on the roads, in the parks 
and in gardens. 

“Something must be done about it,” 
say writers.

Another concern is that there is no 
Myki re-charge facility in Warrandyte.

“Do they want our money or what”?
Dog poo came up again, because 

dog-owners are collecting it, but still  
leaving it behind.

When dog owners return to their cars 
in the carpark opposite the pub, there 
is no disposal bin, so they junk it in the 
bushes or on the ground. 

Another one for Manningham 
Council we think. 

Festival-goers have their say

Illustration courtesy: Dr Beth Gott Monash University

The rainfall chart plots rainfall data 
between 1966 and 2018.

Events that feature in the data are:
  1966–1990 — eight years under 

average rainfall
  1991–2018 — 14 years under 

average rainfall, a trend almost 
doubling dry years

  1991–2018 — five of the lowest 
rainfalls ever recorded 

  1991–2018 — four out of the five 
wettest years during that period

It appears that dry years and wet 
years have become more extreme.

The weather, more erratic and the 
local bushlands, gardens and farms 
are carrying the burden of this change.

Presently rain carrying systems 
appear to have moved further south, 
with “promised” rain falling in the 
Southern Ocean.

The climate is changing the seasons, 
especially with the now yearly dry 
March to May period.

It’s almost like a move towards a 
monsoonal system, wet summer/
dry winter except that there are no 
cyclonic systems bringing a wet 
season, (even though we have had 
somewhat “greener” summers lately).

With drier March to May periods, 
the summer season is running longer, 
we are in the midst of a subtle but 
dramatic change.

eye spy

Manningham Councillors, Cr Michelle Kleinert and Mayor Paula Piccinini

DIARY PHOTOGRAPHER, Stephen Reynolds spotted this friendly mob of 
mumma-roos during a recent walk in The Pound.  We are so lucky to live in 
such proximity to so many wild animals.

If you have a photo you would like 
to share with Diary readers, send it 
in to: editor@warrandytediary.com.au
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kellybrookwinery.com.au

OPEN MON, FRI, SAT 10–5, SUN 11–5

31st Cider Festival 4th 5th May
Music Headliners 

Sal Kimber & Tracy McNeil
Family Friendly Great Specials (yes Scrumpy!)

Tickets online

SUNDAY SESSIONS 28th APRIL
Ginger Pony Music 1-4pm, Table Bookings 97221304
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WONGA PARK NEWS sponsored by Kellybrook Winery

THE SEASONS change (and yes we 
could do with more rain) but another 
celebration at Kellybrook Winery is 
afoot! 

May 4 and 5 is the celebration of 
the 31st Cider Festival in Wonga Park.

Headline act  on Saturday is 
Canadian born, Melbourne based 
Tracy NcNeil and The Goodlife. 

Sunday’s headline is Sal Kimber 
and The Rollin’ Wheel (featured 
on Rockwiz and apparently Sal is 
a mighty fine Bush dance caller..
anything could happen!).

A fantastic  range of  support 
musicians include Jo Pearson, Ginger 
Pony, Mission Brown and Ghost 
Towns of the Midwest.

The vines are changing to amber, 
the season is cooling, the SCRUMPY 
is being made as well as a lot of other 
exclusive products. 

This is a family friendly event 
with Brittania Morris Dancers, 
Magician, Kids tent, Scout activities 

and storyteller.
A great range of food trucks will be 

available as well as exclusive specials 
at the cellar door! 

Kellybrook head wine maker Stuart 
Dudine will also be doing talks on 
Pinot Noir over the weekend.

Kellybrook’s Lisa Male-Robertson 
said: “Everyone has been working so 
hard this vintage to bring in the best 
of what we’ve got!”

“Please come and celebrate”. 
She said you might even get to join in 

on the Kellybrook Cider Dance! 
See the Kellybrook Facebook page 

for a sneak peek! 
The bins are full and the cider is a 

plenty! 
As Cam Smith from radio station 

Triple R said recently — ”Can’t wait 
to get back into the dell”.

Tickets are available through 
Eventbrite or at

kellybrookwinery.com.au

By DAVID HOGG
IN JULY 2016, Manningham Council 
endorsed the Jumping Creek Road 
Development Framework, a major 
project costing (then) $17.9M with 
a construction period of six years 
scheduled to begin in 2018.

The road currently carries over 8,000 
vehicles per day, a number which is 
expected to double by 2035, and has 
had over 20 recorded vehicle crashes 
in the past five years.

An important link road between 
Warrandyte and the Yarra Valley, 
the road also gives access to the only 
river crossing within 10 kilometres for 
Wonga Park and the surrounding area.

A Jumping Creek Road Community 
Reference Panel was formed in 2017 
and this consists of nine people 
comprising residents, businesses and 
community groups which are directly 
affected by Jumping Creek Road.

The works will include roadway 
realignment, emergency vehicle 
stopping bays and a shared pedestrian/
cycling path which will run the entire 

length of Jumping Creek Road between 
Wonga Park and Warrandyte.

Roundabouts are to be constructed 
at the Warrandyte State Park Entrance, 
Hooper Road, Hartley Road and Yarra 
Road.

We ran a detailed description of this 
project in our July 2017 issue.

However, since then progress has 
been very slow and not a lot has 
happened.

The Diary  asked Manningham 
Council for an update.

“Works to relocate water, gas and 
telecommunications lines between 
Ringwood-Warrandyte Road and 
Nelson Drive are progressing as part 
of stage 1A of the Jumping Creek Road 
upgrade,” said Grant Jack, Acting 
Director City Services.

“These works started in November 
2018; over summer some electrical 
relocation works were delayed due to 
warm weather.

“While the relocation works are 
underway, Council is finalising the 
design of stage 1A of the road upgrade.

Slow progress on Jumping Creek Road Upgrade

It’s scrumpy 
season!

COMPETITION TIME
Kellybrook are offering Diary 
readers the chance to win a case  
of their fabulous cider. 
In 50 words or less, tell us what 
you like about Kellybrook Cider.
Send your entries to:  
competition@warrandytediary.
com.au by April 30. 
Winners will be anounced at the 
festival.
Competition open to over-18s only.

By SUSAN FOREMAN
THOSE WHO have joined Tracy 
Bartram for Laughter Class attest to 
the strong feeling of belonging upon 
entering the grounds.

Facilitated by broadcaster, comedian 
and personal development advocate 
Tracy Bartram, who has been creating 
special bespoke Laughter Class events 
at the Wonga Park Community Cottage 
for a year and, they just keep getting 
better.

For Reconciliation Week, Tracy plans 
to embrace the essence of our First 
Nation Peoples.

“In 2017 I was privileged to study 
Aboriginal History and Politics with 
Professor Gary Foley at Victoria 
University. I was stunned at how 
little I knew about our indigenous 
population; Earth’s oldest living culture 
at 60,000 plus years,” said Tracy.

She told the Diary that, after the 
success of her Harmony Day Laughter 
Class, which followed the Christchurch 
atrocity, she was inspired to hold one 
in Reconciliation a Week. 

“We can laugh, love and learn 
together,” she said.

Tracy says Laughter Class is a way to 
connect in a gentle and joyful way, (in 
a supportive and loving environment 
at the sweet Wonga Park Community 
Cottage).

Wurundjerri elder Auntie Joy Wandin 
Murphy will be performing a traditional 
smoking ceremony and sharing some 
of her indigenous wisdom with us on 
this special night.

Louise Schweiger, Manager of the 
Wonga Park Community Cottage, 
said Tracy first ran Laughter Class for 
women’s health day, and has drawn a 
great following, and highlighted a real 
need in the community.

“It is lovely to have her here, her 

classes provide a sense of release, 
which is so important,” Louise said.

“We don’t expect anyone to be able 
to envisage just how magical these 
Laughter Classes are, but we invite you 
to leave your anxiety at the gate and, 
join us for one of the most nurturing 
methods of self-care and community 
that you are ever likely to experience,” 
said Louise.

Trac y recommends anyone is 
considering coming along to leave 
any preconceptions at home and just 
go along

“A lot of people have said they were 
scared to come because they thought 
they would have to tell jokes — this 
fear is always quickly allayed” she said.  

“Whatever you think they are, they 
are not,” Tracy told the Diary.

Laughter Class is a fun-filled evening 
from the moment you are greeted with 
a welcoming cuppa.

“We start with breathing and gently 
slide into laughter exercises to create 
all the good hormones like dopamine, 

oxytocin, serotonin and endorphins. 
LOTS of laughter and silliness and 
joy-filled fun!”

The session finishes with blankets 
and cushions for meditation, another 
cuppa and a complimentary home-
baked cookie from Tracy’s Keto 
Kitchen.

Laughter is a great aerobic workout 
and boosts our immune systems for 
up to 48 hours…no matter how tired 
you are when you arrive, you are 
guaranteed to feel better and happier 
when you leave.

These Laughter Classes are gaining 
m o m e n t u m  a t  Wo n g a  P a r k ’s 
beautiful cottage. 

Bookings are encouraged to ensure 
you don’t miss out. 

This special session will be held on 
7pm-9pm, May 29, to coincide with 
Reconciliation Week.

Phone 9722 1944 to book. 
Cost: $35
F r e e  o n - s i t e  p a r k i n g  a n d 

complimentary tea and coffee.

Laughter Class for reconciliation

Map courtesy of Manningham Council

(map extract)

“This will include a planning permit 
process, which is anticipated to be 
advertised for public comment during 
April/May.

“The schedule of construction works 
for stage 1A will be set once the design 
is finalised.

“ It  i s  a nt i c i p at e d  w o rk s  w i l l 
commence later in 2019. 

“The upgrade is proposed to be 
constructed across a number of stages 
over an eight year period,” he said.

Manningham’s Yoursay website has 
a comprehensive map of the upgrade 
works.

However the website, and the 
responses from Manningham Council 
refer to various stages by number, but it 
is hard to determine which features are 
included in which stage and we have 
asked for further clarification of this 
and a mud map of the stage process 
with dates.

A further meeting of the Reference 
Panel has now been convened for 
Thursday, April 11 and we have been 
promised an update following this.

The Diary will keep you informed.

  For more information and 
updates on the Jumping Creek 
Road upgrade, visit

www.yoursaymanningham.com.au/
jumping-creek-road-upgrade

After The Apple Picking
Upon my way to sleep before it fell, 

And I could tell 
What form my dreaming was  

about to take. 
Magnified apples appear  

and disappear, 
Stem end and blossom end, 

And every fleck of russet  
showing clear. 

And I keep hearing from the cellar bin 
The rumbling sound  

Of load on load of apples coming in. 

 — Robert Frost



UPCOMING MARKETS:
Saturday May 4 and Saturday June 1, 

8am to 1pm
Stiggants Reserve, Warrandyte

www.warrandyteriversidemarket.com.au

Cocoa Moon Cafe
166 Yarra Street Warrandyte

info@cocoamoon.com.au

Hours Mon-Thur 7.30am to 5pm 
Fri-Sat 7.30am to 9pm, Sun 8am to 5pm
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FILMS TAKE us places we have 
never been, even if it’s for just a few 
moments, offering us a window into 
the wider world, opening our eyes to 
new wonders. 

They entertain us, they offer hope 
and inspire us, they challenge us and 
broaden our perspective.

Films take us inside the lives of 
people different from ourselves and 
take us to places different from our 
everyday surroundings. 

Why, only recently, I was flying over 
rooftops in London, transported back 
to 1935.

I had been dropped into a world of 
beautiful costumes, fabulous music 
and dance and some clever lines 
delivered by handsome actors at just 

the right moment.
Along with the beautiful sets and a 

chance to revisit a classic, watching 
Dick Van Dyke dance up a storm again 
at aged 91 was sheer brilliance.

Going to the cinema, sitting in a 
darkened theatre, we are left alone to 
travel to those places, until often, all 
too soon, it’s over.

The transition is often abrupt as lights 
come on and people start to move.

They murmur and stretch and turn 
on their phones, they scratch around 
in bags looking for keys and stand up, 
dusting the popcorn from their laps 
and loudly share their opinions. 

Meanwhile, the music invites us to 
linger on the edge of where we have 
been, and the long list of names and 

acknowledgments continues down 
the screen. 

First, of course, are the names of the 
stars of the show, appearing in a fancy 
font, one by one, as does the director’s 
name and a few other special people.

Then the long list of names with job 
titles rolls while the music continues 
and the theatre empties.

But I stay seated, often to the 
frustration of my other half.

I am not quite ready to go back to my 
ordinary, I like to stay and I like to read 
that long list of names.

To find out where it was filmed, and 
how many units were set up in different 
locations and which townsfolk need to 
be thanked.

To see just how many people worked 

in the art department, on costume 
design and make-up, and how many 
stunt performers, camera crew and 
lighting technicians made the leads 
look so good and by the way, what 
even is a ‘grip’?

And then there’s the production 
babies.

In the credits of Toy Story, Pixar 
began the custom of listing the names 
of babies born to anyone involved in 
the film during production, paying 
homage to the length of time a crew 
spends together and the personal 
relationships established over the 
period of production. 

What we consume in under 120 
minutes takes years and a multitude 
of people to produce, and the credits 

are the signifier.
Let’s go back to Mary Poppins.
It took over 500 people to bring 

us that single opportunity of simple 
escapism.

There were the usual stars and of 
course a few street urchins, 26 leeries 
(lamplighters) and one ‘handsome 
man’, there were 32 in the make-
up department, over 130 in the art 
department and I lost count on the 
camera and lighting crew.

And though filmmakers often add 
in a little reward for those that choose 
to watch the credits, I know that as 
I read those names I am, in just one 
small way, acknowledging the work 
of a large group of talented artists and 
craftspeople.

By JO FRENCH

corner of my eye

By JAMES POYNER
THE CONCEPT of community and 
social entrepreneurship is commonly 
found in Warrandyte, it is hard to find 
a local family who isn’t involved in 
a community group, a working bee 
or who doesn’t volunteer locally or 
is involved in some sort of social 
enterprise.

So it should not come as a surprise 
that Derek Bradshaw, owner of 
Warrandyte’s own social enterprise 
café Now and Not Yet (NANY) and 
John Altmann – Director at Platform 
Legal, a company which provides 
legal advice for charities, commercial 
enterprises and philanthropists — 
have joined forces to launch The 
Social Enterprise Guild, right here in 
Warrandyte.

Marketing and Communications 
Manager, Rachael Banks spoke to 
the Diary about the purpose of “The 

Guild” following its launch event in 
Warrandyte on March 26.

“The guild, itself a not-for-profit 
project, is a brilliant platform for 
supporting, mentoring, training, 
knowledge sharing and inspiring like-
minded social entrepreneurs.

“The launch night was a wonderful 

success, where many minds focused 
on positive social change, met and 
exchanged ideas & stories,” she said.

Discussions on the night included 
how social enterprise can be more 
sustainable; structures and processes 
to keep social enterprises compliant 
and in line with good not-for-profit 
practice and policy and how social 
enterprise can continue to have a 
positive impact on communities.

With the launch of social enterprise, 
the hope to see Warrandyte and 
surrounding suburbs with their 
own version of other projects such 
as Social Foundry which aims to 
empower and upskill people in 
remote communities or Juniper and 
Lamplight in Montmorency which 
focuses on Women Empowerment.

If you would like to get involved in 
“The Guild” search for “The Social 
Enterprise Guild” on Facebook.

On being the last one left at the movies

Social enterprise has a new home 

Photos: RACHAEL BANKS
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By JO FRENCH
WARRANDYTE, and its surrounds, 
is home to many artists, and some 
are throwing open the doors to their 
studios to let the public see just how 
they work.

The next instalment of the Nillumbik 
Artists Open Studios program will 
take place on the weekend of May 4-5, 
with over over 30 artists participating, 
including relative newcomer to the 
program, Deborah Halpern, sculptor 
and creator of Warrandyte’s own 
Queen of the Shire.

The Diary caught up with Deborah 
recently, and she gave us some insight 
into what it’s like for an artist to 
welcome people in to their workspace.

“Open Studios is a great time to 
have conversations with people,” said 
Deborah.

“It’s nice that people are interested 
and a lot of people don’t know what a 
studio looks like.”

Deborah says that much of what is 
within her studio is experimental or 
works in progress, and many of the 
works will not make it into public view.

“It is quite challenging to open your 

studio,” said Deborah. 
“The good side is that you have to 

clean it up – tidying up is a good thing, 
you have to do it sometimes, but you 
also feel a bit invaded – it’s like people 
coming into your head,” she said.

Deborah’s son, Artek Halpern-
Laurence, is a screen printer and, with 
his studio on the same property, will 
also be participating in the program.

Founding Open Studio artists and 
Diary regulars, Ona Henderson and 
Syd Tunn will also be opening the 
doors to their Bend Of Islands studio, 
an ‘Aladdin’s cave … abundant with 
magical adventures’.

The artists officially open their 
studios two weekends a year, in May 
and November, but many of the artists 
also run workshops at other times.

The weekend after Open Studios, 
May 11-12, Deborah will be holding 
one of her two-day mosaic workshops, 
where participants can create a mosaic 
piece from design to completion.

Later in the year, Research Potter, 
Jack Lätti will hold a workshop  
on wheelwork, hand building and 
raku firing.

N a v i g a t i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  3 2 
participating studios across the Shire 
has been made easier with the program 
being divided into geographical zones.

Studios in Zone A centre around  
Eltham and Research and include Kate 
Hudson,  Chris and Mary-Lou Pittard, 
Wendy Hicks, Linda MacAulay, Sue 
McFarland, Glynis Brown, Clare 
Dunstan, Jacquie Hacansson and 
Jack Lätti.

Zone B includes artists  from 
Warrandyte, Panton Hill, St Andrews 
and Bend Of Islands: Artek Halpern-
Laurence and Deborah Halpern, 
Annette Nobes, Nerina Lascelles, 
Bruce Mckay, Ona Henderson and 
Syd Tunn, Tim Read and Jess Jarvie.

While Zone C features artists from 
Hurstbridge, Cottles Bridge and Plenty.

Nillumbik Artist Open Studios will 
be held on May 4-5, with participating 
studios opening their doors from 10 
am until 5pm.

More information on Nillumbik 
Artists Open Studios can be found at 
artistsopenstudios.com.au

Nillumbik Artists Open Studios

THIS AMAZING artwork, which 
was commissioned to celebrate an 
international blockbuster film, now 
takes pride of place on the Tread 
Sculptures art trail in the Bend of 
Islands.

A r t i s t  Ti m  R e a d  w o r k s  w i t h 
reclaimed steel to produce some 
incredible, imaginative works of art, 
often collaborating with fellow artists, 
such as glass artist Rob Hayley, who 
produced the glasswork for the eyes 
and wings on the sculpture Tim is 
calling Buzz.

“Rob is great to work with, very 
experimental and always up for a 
challenge, which is great as I knew 
we would be pushing the boundaries 
when it came to the glasswork for this 
piece,” Tim said.

Tread Sculptures is at 225 Catani 
Blvd, Bend Of Islands, Kangaroo 
Ground and will be open 4-5 May 
as part of Nillumbik Artist Open 
Studios, where local artists open their 
studios to visitors to meet the artists 
and get to see amazing pieces like 
Buzz in her natural environment. 

Bee-utiful artwork

Photo: BILL McAULEY



35th Warrandyte Art Show 
AWARD WINNERS

Best in Show: Malcom Webster - Switzerland Range, Yea
Best Oil or Acrylic: Mary Hyde - Late Afternoon, Phillip Island
Best Work on Paper: Lois Bannister - The Glass Artist
Best Small Art Work: Pauline Stewart - The Promenade, Noosaville
People’s Choice Award: Glenn Hoyle - A Bag of Apples 

Highly Commended:
• Jenny Wallace - Spring or Summer
• Walter Magilton - Naracoorte Pastel
• Sarah Lo - Majestic Oak Tree at Heide
• Julien Bruere - Late Night
• Julian Drew - Dusk in the Yarra Valley

Emerging Artists’Awards:
• Sarah Ackland
• Bruce Baldy
• Clare Knight 

Raffle Winners: 
1: M. Keogh
2: Minna
3: Russell Gurney
4: Sonya

The Rotary Club of Warrandyte 
Donvale wish to thank the 

Warrandyte Community Church 
for the venue, the Warrandyte 

Community Bank  
& Warrandyte Riverside Market 
for sponsorship and a big shout 
out for the Warrandyte Cricket 

Club members, and other 
individuals who assisted with set 

up and pull down.

4.16
Standard Comparison Rate*

Connect Package 
Home Loan^

Our Branch Manager Cheryl Meikle and 
Mobile Banker Adrian Yong are available to 
meet you 7 days a week. Drop into 144 
Yarra St, Warrandyte or phone 9844 2233 
to find out more.

bendigobank.com.au

Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch

Your best interests at 
heart.

Terms, conditions, fees and charges apply. All information, including interest rates, is correct as at 23 July 2018 and is subject to change. Full details available on 
application. Lending criteria apply. *The comparison rate displayed is calculated for a loan of an amount of $150,000 over 25 years. WARNING: The comparison rate 
is true only for the example given and may not include all fees and charges.Different terms, fees or other loan amounts might result in a different comparison rate. 
^Offer is available to customers with new owner occupied, principal and interest home loans above $150,000 with a loan to valuation ratio of up to 80%, and three 
eligible products taken as part of the Connect Package. Eligible products cannot be from the same product type. Offer ends on 30 June 2019. Credit provided by 
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit Licence 237879. A1273617-1 (473198_v2) (2/04/2019)
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CONTROVERSIAL I know but I’ve 
got a bone to pick with those crafty 
old VicRoads engineers that have 
produced a bridge that has reduced 
traffic times.

Gone are the days of being able to 
rock into work late after forgetting 
to set my alarm, muttering “Bloody 
bridge, took me 30 minutes to get from 
The Boulevard to Stony Creek Road”.

Or replying “Yes, I’m on my way, 
just stuck in traffic” as I race out of 
the house to pick-up the indignant 
child I’ve forgotten existed and is not 
so patiently waiting down at the footy 
oval in the cold, dark and wet.

More importantly, as I sail down 
Yarra Street at 50km/h, the Warrandyte 
Festival banners are but a mere blur in 
my aging eyes.

Was that cheeky little banner 
celebrating the Warrandyte Nudist 
Association or was it depicting a ripe 
peach from IGA?

Either way, it’s enough to get the 
juices flowing.

I t  m e a n s  t h e  p e r f e c t 
weekend is just around the 
corner.

Send the kids across the 
river with $50 each, lock the 
doors and … wait, whoops did 
I say that out loud?

What I meant to say, it 
means it is time to block off 
the main street, give two 
random locals a crown and 
send them down the road, at 
pre-bridge upgrade speed and 
get every kid to follow them 
and call it a parade.

It’s brilliant.
Get them to marshal where 

there were once tennis courts 
a good hour before the parade 
starts.

L eave them there st i l l 
freaking out whether they 
are going to sing and dance 
with their school, hold the banner for 
the netball club, or kick a footy for the 
footy club, think they are the Harlem 
Globe Trotters for the basketball club, 
terrorise the spectators as they mono 
down the road on their BMX for the 
BMX club or build a massive dirt jump 
for their mountain bike and get to 
jump it just before the rangers knock 

it down.
I’ll never know the answer to what 

they choose.
Historically, by the time I’ve elbowed 

my way through the crowds to get a 
prime viewing position on the balcony 
at the Grand Hotel, I’ve missed the 
parade.

Allowing myself to get dragged 
along with the hordes, I wander along 

chatting to numerous 
people I know, many 
that I don’t and a lot 
that maybe I do but I’m 
really not sure, until I’m 
finally spat out at the 
Bake Stall.

Yes. Every year I find 
my name mysteriously 
appearing on the Bake 
Stall roster.

Taking money and 
answering a litany of 
baffling questions.

“Is this gluten free?”
 “How about these 

peanut slices, do you 
think they are nut free?”

“A re  t h e s e  v e g a n 
friendly? Have they 
been on the same planet 
as any animal products? 
I’m asking for my dog.”

I have no answers for them but I do 
have a question. “Do I look like I bake 
baked goods?”

No. I look like I eat baked goods.
Soon enough, I’ve served my time 

and I’m free to wander straight to the 
Kellybrook Cider stall to skol a keg of 
their finest.

I continue through the festivities 

to grab a fried potato on a stick, ride 
a camel and tell the poor suckers 
working at the Nillumbik Council stall 
what I really think they should do with 
the exorbitant rates that I pay.

I saunter to grab a garlic naan and 
half a dozen CFA hot jam donuts then 
proceed to wash it all down with a crisp 
white from Rob Dolan winery.

Having now spent all my money, 
I’m feeling a bit hot so I sneak over to 
the Scout’s water slide, slip unnoticed 
to the top of the slide, pretend I’m 
murmuring encouraging words to 
the poor kid frozen with fear holding 
up the queue, cannonball onto the 
slide yelling “This is how it is done” 
and unceremoniously get stuck as my 
much wider than the width of the black 
plastic posterior gets wedged.

Once extracted from the slide but 
feeling suitably refreshed, I waddle 
over to take up residence in front of 
the Main Stage and settle in to watch 
the Battle of the Bands.

By the time I’ve finished the packet 
of cookies I swiped as I left the Bake 
Stall, with the curious ingredient list 
including almond flour, chicken-less 
eggs and local weed, I’m feeling really 
relaxed.

What is there not to love about the 
annual Warrandyte Festival‽

By CLAIRE BLOOM
THE PET SHOW is a long standing 
fixture of the Warrandyte Festival.

I can’t recall exactly when it started, 
but I suspect I have MC’d this event for 
more than 30 years.

And a wonderful and heart warming 
number of decades it has been.

This year, we again had sponsorship 
from the Warrandyte Veterinary 
Clinic who provided some wonderful 
hampers for the prestigious Best in 
Show Award.

This year’s big winner being a 
gorgeous spoodle puppy named 
Monty.

Other prizes included the Most 
Unusual Pet, going to a pigeon pair 
of ferrets (oops maybe don’t mention 
the pigeons.)

The usual categories such as Dog 
Most Like it’s Owner (loved the couple 
of Wonder Women.) and Shaggiest 
and Waggiest dogs were lots of fun.

The Loudest Dog in Warrandyte was 
ear piercing and won by a most vocal 
fox terrier.

This little rascal’s name is suppressed 
in case the Dog Ranger gets any ideas.

Well, not really, but it was certainly a 
noisy little dog.

Of course, Best Trained Dog always 
excites our imagination, Big Boy 
Bosley seems to have a new trick each 
year, and was happy to play dead when 
his Mum shot him (with her index 
finger, of course).

Molly, another spoodle, was most 
attentive as her trainer placed a treat 
on both front paws, and waited for the 
command to eat.

I thought I might try this with my 
black lab, but it’s never going to 
happen.

Overall, lots of bragging rights as 
most dogs (and the ferrets) managed 
to excel at something, including Dog 
with the Most Appealing Eyes or Best 
Groomed Dog in Warrandyte. 

A big thanks to Judges, WHS Principal 
Dr Stephen Parkin and Warrandyte Vet 
nurse, Kimberley and their assistants 
Mrs Suzanne Martin and Bree.

By KATRINA BENNETT

much ado

Woodstock, Glastonbury, Burning Man… Warrandyte

Warrandyte Festival Pet Parade: a tail-wagging success



Monday 20 – Sunday 26 May 

National Volunteer Week celebrates the 
generous contribution of volunteers across 
Australia. Volunteering is a great way to 
give back to the community but it’s also a 
great way to learn new skills, keep active 
and meet new people.

To thank the Shire’s inspiring volunteers, 
Council will hold its annual volunteer 
appreciation event on Wednesday 22 May. 
There’ll also be opportunities for you to 
thank our volunteers, so keep an eye 
on Council’s Facebook page. If you’re 
interested in becoming a volunteer visit 

 nillumbik.vic.gov.au/volunteer 

Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 May 2019 
10am-5pm

This unique program of artists offers a unique 
opportunity to experience firsthand, artists at 
work in their own studios. As they open their 
doors to you, workshops are offered and art 
will be available for commission or sale. With 
32 artists and disciplines including painting, 
drawing, sculpture, printmaking, ceramics, 
jewellery, textiles and photography, there’s 
something for everyone. 

The full program is available at 
 artistsopenstudios.com.au 

Land Management  
mini-expo
Sunday 26 May, 1pm-4pm
Allwood Neighbourhood House, 
Hurstbridge

Have a cuppa and a chat at this free land 
management mini-expo. Speak to a range 
of experts about how to manage your 
property. Topics include weed and pest 
control, protecting local species, agricultural 
management, bushfire preparation, 
volunteer opportunities and much more.

Safe travel on Metro trains
Friday 10 May 9am-1.30pm
Hurstbridge Community Hub

Presented by Metro Trains, this free session 
promotes safe independent travel. You’ll 
learn tips about the Myki ticketing system 
and how to get assistance when travelling on 
the rail network. The session will begin at the 
Hurstbridge Community Hub followed by a 
return train trip with authorised Metro officers.
Online bookings essential at 

  safe-travel-on-metro-trains-may-2019.
eventbrite.com.au 

Nillumbik  
Domestic Wastewater 
Management Plan
The 2019-2023 Nillumbik Domestic 
Wastewater Management Plan 
(DWMP) is currently in development. 

The purpose of the plan is to prevent 
environmental pollution from wastewater 
treatment systems at the source, and 
where this is not possible, to minimise 
the potential impacts on human health 
and the environment. 

The DWMP is relevant to anyone who;
• uses a septic system
• cares about clean waterways
• is interested in preventing 

environmental pollution

The draft DWMP is now available and we 
want your feedback. You can view the 
draft and provide your comments online 
until Sunday 28 April 2019 at 

 participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/dwmp

ARTISTS OPEN STUDIOS

Check out the great new activities on offer

• Upcycle Makerspace
• Cooking for kids
• Creative writing 
• How to use Survey Monkey 
• Technology troubleshooting
• Performance skills for youth
• Spanish for beginners
• Building and renovating seminar 

We also have accredited qualification 
courses starting in May and July.  
Contact us to find out more.

 9433 3744
 livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au

Land Management 

Allwood Neighbourhood House, 

Have a cuppa and a chat at this free land 
management mini-expo. Speak to a range 

courses starting in May and July. 
Contact us to find out more.

 livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au

return train trip with authorised Metro officers.

safe-travel-on-metro-trains-may-2019.

Contact us to find out more.

 9433 3744
 livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au
 9433 3744
 livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au

nillumbik.vic.gov.au@nillumbikshirefacebook.com/nillumbikcouncil
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By CHERIE MOSELEN
“Purple regalia and  

monarchs’ proud faces,
Music and magic and billycart races,

Children’s cute costumes  
all tied up with string,

These are a few  
of our festival things…”

WARRANDY TE’S annual festival 
kicked off last month with popular 
evening events, Warrandyte Film Feast 
and Warrandyte Donvale Rotary Art 
Show.

The festival celebrated the town’s 
hallmark qualities over the weekend 
of March 22–24 via the theme “Stars 
of Warrandyte”.

Saturday’s trademark Grand Parade 
was filled with firefighters, councillors 
in classic  cars,  f loats  adorned  
w i t h  s u p e r s t a r s,  t h e a t re  n u t s 
blowing bubbles, community bank 
benefactors holding big cheques and  

Warrandyte Festival: our favourite thing
Photos: SANDI MILLER

children cheering.
A star-studded cast came out with 

props and colourful costumes.
Sp o r t i n g  c l u b s,  I G A  a p p l e s, 

Ringwood RSL rat-a-tat-tatters, 
ultimate martial artists in full spin, 
Neighbourhood House knits, an old 
Dodge, a young Billycarter, Arty Farty 
umbrellas, the honourable Ryan Smith 
all fired up about Fireball…

Variety Bash “Benzey” — now 
there’s a star! Sixteen Variety Bashes 
throughout Australia, raising money 
for children’s charity.

Giant ducks, mountain bikes, 
Dylan’s trike (made at school from 
recycled materials), CFA pumpers, 
scouts getting about — and all this 
to the shout of Town Crier Ian Craig.

Commentators kept it entertaining, 
even trotting out a joke or two: “These 
ducks look like they have their eyes 
covered, but actually… they’re Peking 
ducks!” 

Brave.
Rain made a half-hearted attempt to 

dampen enthusiasm but never really 
had a chance.

You see, for locals, nothing speaks 
to community pride more than 
Warrandyte Festival.

This year, the town clocked up 43 
straight festival runs, thanks to a 
committed band of volunteers who 
continue to come up with ideas and 
the gusto to see them through.

A week earlier, organisers were told 
by Manningham Council that due to 
safe food-handling regulations, the 
Kid’s Market would not be able to sell 
baked goods — staples for these stalls, 
really, but rules are rules.

Fa m i l i e s  w e r e  n o t i f i e d  a n d 
organisers feared the worst: dozens 
of disappointed children and parents, 
doing their buns and pulling out.

But, that is not the Warrandyte way. 
A prize-winning number of stalls 

were registered — 70, in fact. 

One young stallholder said it best: 
“We just ate all our cakes and made 
pet rocks instead!”

Kids’ Market organiser Grace 
Johnstone told the Diary that many 
interesting ideas were presented on 
the day, but it was “Warrandyte’s spirit 
of cooperation that was truly on show”.

Taking the cake, for mine, was 
a repurposed duck-race duck —
complete with potted plant — “Hugh 
Quackman”.

Sunday’s Billycart Derby action 
drew a few choice words from parade 
monarch and motorcycle racing 
champ Cameron Donald, who helped 
out on the mike.

Cam’s commentary skills were 
tested — a minor stack, a false start 
and several finishes that looked too 
close to call — but he came through 
unscathed. Phew!

Meanwhile, on the Main Stage, the 
smooth countrified vocals of local 
performer Jo Pearson and the Pearl 
River Ramblers set up a further flow 
of excellence from Sydney’s alternative 
Country combo The April Family, 
dirtgirl and Mother Earth. 

Fabulous Tom Petty/Fleetwood 
Mac and feisty Janis Joplin tributes 
followed on.

A day earlier, Riverbank Stage 
audiences had kept pace with 
drumming sensation African Star, 
before local bands Velvet Lounge and 
Riffmasters chilled things down to 
create a relaxed vibe.

In a new move, festival organisers 
brought Friday night’s three-hour 
Battle of the Bands (BOB) to the Main 
Stage on Saturday.

Applause for first-time festival 
volunteer Opal Gough.

It was a huge hit, giving young acts 
the opportunity to play primetime on 
a stage that has seen local bands like 
The Teskey Brothers and The Scrims 
go on to achieve success further afield.

Among others, bass player for The 
Teskeys, Brendon Love, stepped up 
as a Battle judge, offering the young 
players valuable feedback and advice.

Also helpful was Ben Dennis, (ex 
BOB organiser and manager of award-
winning Australian electronic music 
duo Peking Duk) who generously 
produced 12 tickets to an upcoming 
Peking Duk concert as an event prize.

Ethical Decimal, a four-piece all-girl 
band from Castlemaine Secondary 
College, won the competition overall.

Gozleme, crepes, salted caramel 
ice cream, those little pancakes that 
everyone loves, a giant spring roll — I 
couldn’t decide among some fab food 
choices this year, so tried them all — in 
one afternoon.

A good thing St John’s Mobile CPR 
Learning Lab was on standby.

A lifesaving initiative to build 
resilience by training more people 
in CPR, 12-year-old visitor from 
Shepparton Tom Di Petta did the 
training:

“It was fun and the instructions were 
clear, I learned CPR in 10 minutes.” 

Tom looked very keen to practice his 
newfound techniques, (at the time we 
spoke I was slowly sagging under the 
weight of Polish dumplings and lychee 
infused beer!)

L a t e r,  l i g h t i n g  g e n i u s  Hu g h 
McSpedden boosted the night sky and 
transformed trees around the Main 
Stage with creative images. 

But, stars eventually fade from view.
A n d  j u s t  l i k e  t h a t ,  a n o t h e r 

Warrandyte Festival slipped by like a 
wet child on a giant water slide… 

If you lost your mind over Hugh’s 
light show, the Information Caravan 
has it and some other things as well! 
Watches, hats, mats and multiple 
pieces of Tupperware with the name 
Carla Thompson on them: contact 
Carolyn on 0411 789 922 with lost 
property enquiries.

Town Crier Ian Craig
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By IAN CRAIG
WHILE THE day started with the 
weather raining on our parade it ended 
with a twilight battle of the bands in 
Stiggants Reserve in what could only 
be described as a very pleasant and 
balmy evening.

Sitting in my favourite camping chair 
enjoying a pint of Kellybrook Ale, this 
sure was a good idea to hijack my wife 
Jo’s Warrandyte Diary assignment.

“You just keep working on your other 
writing assignments I will do this one 
for you,” says I, ha-ha, all part of my 
cunning plan.

With Greg Champion MC’ing the 
night and surrounded by three to four 
hundred fellow festivillians it was a 
pleasant night indeed.

As Greg Champion said to me when I 
asked him about the night, “The Battle 
of the Bands has brought more people 
in then our band … be young or die”. 

Don’t take it personally Greg.
The competition started in the 80s 

with the back of a tray truck for the 
stage in the middle of the footy oval. 

After a number of moves it has finally 
made it to the main stage and judging 
by the crowd it is there to stay.

The idea behind Battle of the Bands 
is that young aspiring musicians get a 
chance to demonstrate their creative 
“musicality” (I don’t know what that 
means but the judges told me that’s 
one of things they were looking for) 
in front of a good audience and the 
judges score them on the things that 
musically talented people look for in 
an up and coming band. 

The judges are no slouches in this 
field with Fiona Steel (half of the indie 
folk duo GraceJean and session artist), 

Brendan Love (from Warrandyte’s 
own The Teskey Brothers), Joseph 
Dwyer (Moring After Girls), Fossa 
(Melbourne based Hip Hop Producer) 
and Kain Hardie (musician and music 
journalist).

Fiona told me she was, “looking for 
overall musicality, interaction with 
each other, interaction with crowd”.

I asked if it brought back memories 
for her.

“Yeah it does actually ... I did a few 
of them when I was younger ... it’s 
interesting being on the other side.”

Of course the audience got in on 
the act with the people’s award voted 
through the event page on Facebook.

Nice touch although there was a lot 
of voting happening before some of 
the acts even hit the stage, go friends.

Acts included Reborn Rebellion, 
Dead Pig, C-K-H, In The Works, 
Bleached and Blessed,  Ethical 
Decimal, Suzi and Space Goats. 

The winner of first prize (a full day of 
recording at Jet Studios) was Ethical 
Decimal, a young all female band from 
Castlemaine Secondary College.

Runners up were a young solo act, 
Suzi Yaghmoor from Mornington 
Peninsula and Dead Pig from Park 
Orchards. 

First timer organiser Opal Gough, 
joined the Warrandyte Festival 
Committee in November last year. 

“I think the kids were great,” said 
Opal, “they’ve pulled in an amazing 
crowd … that was really good support 
for them.” 

Well done to Opal, her assistants and 
the committee for a great night, we 
thoroughly enjoyed the entertainment 
and the beautiful evening.

Main stage music medley

Photos: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Dead Pig

Festival Monarchs Cameron Donald & Julie Quinton
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By JAMES POYNER
THE WEATHER was glorious for the 
Hanson’s annual Sunday afternoon 
Gold Mine Tour and a group of around 
50 people made their way up to the top 
of Webb Street for this Festival highlight.

Entry to the tour is free, with a small 
donation requested to raise money 
for Oxfam’s Walk Against Want, which 
raises money to assist women in 
developing countries who have to 
walk tens of kilometres each day to fetch 
fresh water.

The tours have been running since 
1978 and up until recently were run by 
John Hanson himself.

But 42 years is a long time to run Gold 
Mine tours and these days, John has 
passed the baton on to his children; 
Peter, Jenny and Christine.

But before we headed off on our tour 
with Jenny and Christine, John gave the 
group potted history of gold mining in 
Warrandyte and the popularity of the 
tour.

“Typical gold country has three 
different types of eucalypt, red box, 
long leaf box and red stringy bark and 
often if they saw those sorts of trees [the 
miners] would think there is gold in the 
area,” he said.

“In some years, I had 200 people turn 
up, I borrowed a loud-hailer and off 
we went, but with 200 people, it was 
pretty slow.

“One year I decided to split it into two 
groups, 1pm and 3pm — 1pm 35 turned 
up, 3pm 150 turned up so I went back 
to just one time,” he said.

A short, bushy walk through the 
Hanson’s property and we reconvene 
at the top of Tunnel Street where Jenny 
begins the official tour.

Jenny explains there are two types of 
gold found in Warrandyte, alluvial gold 
and gold found in quartz seams.

Alluvial gold was panned in the 
creeks and the Yarra and our tour 
would involve a walk down the hill to 
Andersons Creek to visit the cairn where 
gold was first found in Warrandyte.

But before that, Jenny took us to Forth 
Hill Gold Mine where the group could 
get a feel for what it was like to be in 
one of these mines, even if nowadays, 
people can only walk 10 metres inside 
the old mine.

Jenny’s knowledge of the mine is 
impressive and it is enthralling to watch 
her map out the layout of the mine in 
the dirt.

A lot of this knowledge extends from 
previous decades, before the mine was 
closed to the public when she was able 
to explore the network of mines around 
Warrandyte.

With public safety paramount, access 
to the mines is prohibited and we have 
to use our imagination as Jenny imparts 
history and personal experience.

The second, and last, stop on our tour 
is to the Gold Memorial cairn, on Gold 
Memorial Road.

“This is the spot where they first found 
gold in Victoria, in 1851”.

An exciting statement and given the 
regions history with gold mining, really 
helps place Warrandyte in Australian 
history.

“Louis Michel came here with a 
party of four who were panning in 
this creek and found a few specks of 
gold…that then started the gold rush 
in Warrandyte.

“They had sections of the creek, it 
was tent city for about five kilometres, 
between here and what is  now 
Ringwood.

To add an extra pinch of excitement to 
the tour, descendants of Louis Michel, 
his great-great-great-grand-daughter 
and her children were on the tour.

Living in Eltham, it is fascinating to 
see that Warrandyte’s gold history still 
maintains a local connection.

With the tour torch successfully 
handed to his children, it looks like the 
Gold Mine Tour will be around for the 
next 42 years, we only scratched the 
surface of Warrandyte’s mining history 
but with the knowledgeable Hanson’s 
at the helm, I look forward to learning 
more about the history of Warrandyte’s 
gold mines in years to come.

Blast into Warrandyte’s past

Parade
Best overall float:   Anderson’s Creek Primary School
Best Costumes:   Warrandyte Kindergarten
Most Colourful:   Warrandyte Childcare and Preschool
Most Warrandytish:  The Duck Truck
Encouragement Awards: Yarra Warra Preschool / 
   Warrandyte Primary School

Billy Cart Derby 
1st place:    Levi Gasporotto — Flying Skeeter
2nd place :   Max Malley/Jarrah Pearce — High Voltage
3rd place:   Allison Carter — Ferrari
4th place:   Archer Bongard — Bongard
Best presented cart:  Archer Bongard — Bongard
Best try of the day:   Owen Lewin — The Green Meanie

Community Garden’s Pumpkin Weight Competition
Winner:   Affie Pashaei from North Eltham
Actual Weight:   5.80kgs
Pumpkin Raffle Winner:   Jan O’Neill.

Duck Race
1st place:   Bianca Albers — Park Orchards Primary School
2nd place:  India Copeman — Warranwood Primary School
3rd place:  Felicity Wood — Park Orchards Primary School

Battle of the Bands
Winner:    Ethical Decimal
Runners up:   CKH / Suzi
Judges Award:   Dead Pig
People’s Choice Award:  Dead Pig

Pet Parade

FESTIVAL RESULTS 2019

Photo: JAMES POYNER

Biggest Dog
1st:  Missy
2nd:  Ouz
3rd:  Fin

Smallest Dog
1st :  Olive
2nd:  Ollie
3rd:  Scooby

Waggiest Tail
1st :  Kelpie
2nd:  Cookie
3rd:  Bozley

Best Groomed
1st :  Vada
2nd:  Tigger
3rd:  Milly

Shaggiest Dog
1st :  Gouba
2nd:  Gypsy
3rd:  Buddy

Cutest Dog
1st :  Popeye
2nd:  Nala
3rd:  Hercules

Most Appealing Eyes
1st :  Mishka
2nd:  Marly
3rd:  Polly

Best Trained Dog
1st:  Bozley
2nd:  Molly
3rd:  Kelpie

Dog Most Like Its Owner
1st :  Pepper
2nd:  Nala
3rd:  Gouba

Most Appropriate Name
1st:  Zeus
2nd:  Hercules
3rd:  Buddy

Loudest Dog In Warrandyte
1st:  Olive
2nd:  Pepper
3rd:  Kelpie

Judge’s Choice — Best Dog in Show
1st:  Monty
2nd:  Cookie
3rd:  Milly

Most Unusual Pet 
1st:  Scout and Vannie (Ferrets)
2nd:  Emer
3rd:  Molly

Photo: SANDI MILLER

The Scrimms

Janis Joplin Tribute
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By DAVID HOGG
THE 35TH WARRANDYTE Art Show 
opening took place on the Friday 
evening of festival weekend in the 
Community Church.

Ryan Smith extolled the talents 
of Warrandyte and local artists and 
declared the event open.

Julian Bruere, renowned watercolour 
artist, explained this year’s new 
category “Emerging Artists” which 
was open to 25 painters who had not 
previously received a significant award 
for their art and are currently under the 
tutorage of a recognized art teacher or 
institution.

Each emerging artist was required 
to enter three works; a drawing, a 
landscape, and something from the 
studio — either portrait, figure or 
still life.

The three Emerging Artists winners, 
who were each awarded a prize of 
$750, were Sarah Ackland, Bruce 
Baldey and Clare Knight.

Ben Winspear,  a  professional 
Melbourne-based artist, was this 
year’s judge of the main show and 
commented on the high standard of 
the works on display and announced 
the prize winners.

Best in Show went to Malcolm 
We b s t e r  w i t h  a n  o i l  p a i n t i n g 
Switzerland Range, Yea.

Mary Hyde took out the Best Oil or 
Acrylic category with an oil painting 
Late Afternoon, Phillip Island.

Lois Bannister won the prize in the 
Best Work On Paper category with a 
pastel The Glass Artist.

An auction of five generously donated 
paintings followed, and auctioneer 
Frank Molinaro struggled to extract 
bids from a reticent audience.

Now either the money just isn’t 
around this year, or perhaps the first 
night attendees had bought up big 
in the past and had no more wall 
space for new artwork, but there was 
little interest and each of the donated 
paintings sold for under $500.

In previous years these paintings 
would have fetched double what they 
did today.

Successful bidders will have secured 
a bargain; who would imagine that a 
magnificent Magilton landscape could 
be bought for just $450?

And plenty of good wine and 
delicious finger food cooked by 
the Rotarians and served by the 
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 
completed the evening.

Around 38 paintings were sold 
during the weekend.

Forgive me for being critical this 
year, but this art show has become 
somewhat staid and tired.

There was no student section and the 
schools tell me they were not invited 
this year.

The student section has always 
given me a buzz, an amazement for 
the talent of the upcoming artists, the 
lateral thinking that goes into their 
work and an eternal optimism that the 
world is in good hands with the future 
generations of students.

Not for them landscape after 
landscape of the Australian Bush and 
portraits of unknown people.

No, they produce work for the 
younger generation to amaze, inspire 
and sometimes to shock.

The new Emerging Artists category 
did not fill that gap in any way, as 
those artists were not of school age 
and were constrained by a set of rules 
and mentors of the old-school that 
limited the innovation and divergence 
previously shown by the students.

Undoubtedly the work on display 
would appeal to the older generation, 
and brilliant it was too, but this is not 
artwork that today’s first home buyers 
would want on their modern white-
roomed, open-plan walls.

And art is more than paintings.
I think back to the Art Show origins 

at Warrandyte High School, where 
conventional paintings took their place 
with innovative student art, abstracts, 
hundreds of plinths of ceramics, wood 
carvings, clever sculptures of stone or 
basketwork or creations of textiles.

Now that’s an Art Show; this one 
needs something fresh!

By SANDI MILLER
AS IF ON CUE, the heavens opened to 
start the 2019 Warrandyte Film Feast 
with a bang (and a mighty downpour 
of marble sized hail).

The hardy filmgoers however were 
undeterred and gathered under the 
big top to partake in a culinary and 
audial feast before diving into the 
smorgasbord of short films.

The audience for the sold-out 
event comprised of a who’s who of 
the Warrandyte glitterati, who were 
rubbing shoulders with Hollywood 
stunt men, Australian celebrities and 
up-and-coming filmmakers.

There was an array of food and 
drink on offer, from wood-fired pizza, 
Asian fusion, wine, beer, cider and 
cocktails, along with coffee from Now 
and Not Yet.

A small oversite was the lack of soft 
drink.

The two hours of pre-screening 
mingling was a little excessive, 
especially given the choice of musical 
accompaniment.

Whereas last year we were able 
to groove with the mellow acoustic 
stylings of Cath Rutten, this year the 
organisers chose to turn the dial to 
11 with hard rockers tusc. belting out 
the tunes.

This made the socialising difficult 
when one could not engage in 
meaningful conversation due to the 
deafening music.

Perhaps I am just getting old, but 
then again, there was a fair smattering 
of grey hair in the audience, so I don’t 
think I’m a Robinson Crusoe here.

But then it was down to business.
With dusk well and truly upon us, we 

settled into our plastic fantastic chairs 
as the house lights dimmed.

First up was a film Written, Produced 
and Directed by event organiser, Rosie 

Ridler (and therefore out of contention 
for the competition), Bullet Gal.

Adding a touch of glamour to the 
Feast it was fun to note that Bullet Gal 
was choreographed by Hollywood 
stunt coordinator, Richard Norton, 
who has also worked on major films 
such as Mad Max: Fury Road and 
Suicide Squad.

Amongst the 20 short films screened 
over the evening were seven locally 
produced works.

This  included 107.2 ,  Virtual 
Burglary, Accepting Bobbi, The 
Other Side, Hello John and Drastic 
Measures 

The finale of the night was a people’s 
choice awards, where we all used 
tokens that were received as part of 
our tickets.

After a short hiatus collating the 
votes, the verdicts were read out, and 
the all-important giant cheques were 
handed out.
5th Place: The Grand 
Warrandyte Award: 8 Letter Word
4th Place: Palace Films Award: 
Accepting Bobbi
3rd Place: Ozflix Award: Round Trip
2nd Place: Warrandyte Riverside 
Market Award ($500): Hello John
...and the WINNER and recipient of 
$1000 donated by Australia On Line, 
Cocoa Moon, Now and Not Yet, Terry 
White Chemmart Warrandyte:
Best Film:  
I Think She Said Her Name Was?

Event Producer, Rosalie Riddler told 
the Diary she was blown away by the 
patronage the Film Feast continues 
to receive.

“It is a community based event 
first and foremost, but it is also to 
support creative arts — we are living 
in Warrandyte, which is a very creative 
community and we need to keep that 
spirit alive,” she said.

All the glitz of Hollywood on the Yarra

Bidders score bargains in 35th Rotary Art Show

Photos: STEPHEN REYNOLDS



SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
 • Taxation Return Preparation
 • Electronic Lodgement Service
 • Accounting & Business Consultants

DURING APRIL ONLY
Bimbadeen Nursery,

104 Webb St, Warrandyte

• 150ml to extra-large pots (from $4)
• native & exotic plants

Open Saturday April 13 & 27, 10-3pm
Otherwise by appointment: 9844 3906

‘HALF PRICE’ PLANT SALE
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By BRIONY BOTTAERLLI
ALTHOUGH Animal Farm was first published in  
1945 and has continued to be a popular read  
with a theme still relevant to today’s world, 
it may never have seen the light of day.

It was rejected by publishers in 
America, England and, of course, 
Russia, for varying, but mostly 
political reasons of the time.

It was a group of Ukrainian and 
Polish refugees living in camps after 
WWII that asked permission from 
Orwell to translate it into Ukrainian, 
as they related the animals situation 
to their own.

Animal Farm is a difficult book to 
present as a play, but it has been done 
successfully with the help of narration and 
the wonderful performances of both young and 
“older” actors of the Warrandyte Theatre Company.

I don’t know that I could pick a favourite as I felt all 
performances were flawless and clearly homework 
had been done by all to depict the animals as best as 
possible.

Noelene Cooper and Caroline Shaw were perfect 
choices to play the hard working, older horses, Boxer 
and Clover.

Benjamin (Renata Levin-Buckland) the donkey, 
with his slow drawl and intelligent insight, knew that 
nothing was going to change except the leaders.

The costumes were simple and effective, as were the 
well thought out movements of the various animals.

However, the use of two narrators at each end of the 
stage was distracting and difficult to follow.

This was exacerbated by intentional background 
noise from sound effects and cast members, making 
it difficult to sometimes hear the narration — in 
particular what I believe was the most important 
line “where animals and humans could no longer be 
defined”.

Kia Moon did a wonderful job as Director, regardless 
of the quote from the directors bible — never work with 
animals or children.

And as Kia stated “Let this story be a reminder to 
us all”. 

By JO FRENCH
ROUNDING OFF Festival weekend, 
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House, 
once again brought together a group 
of poets and authors to share a little 
of their work to an audience gathered 
at the Grand Hotel.

As organiser, Cherie Moselen, 
encouraged everyone to sit back and 
enjoy the talent, MC, Jock Macneish 
had the audience digging deep into 
their literary knowledge with a quiz 
that only a master could score well in.

Dr Felix Nobis was the feature reader 
for the evening and was first to take the 
stand with an engaging performance. 

As a poet, playwright and actor, 
his work moved seamlessly between 
storytelling and poetry as he took 
us on a journey from the mind of a 
17-year-old boy, with stories of surfing 
and school and too much beer, to 
reflections of his years living in Ireland 
and returning to Australia.

Each poem emerged from the larger 
story, and it wasn’t until a few lines in 
that the rhythm would give it away.  

I spoke with the author later in the 
evening when he told me that he likes 
“a poem to begin conversationally” 
and that he “changed the first line a 
bit, so [he] could ease into it.”

Local poet, Sandy Jeffs was next to 
the microphone, and though she said 
she was not so sure about following 
such a performance, she delivered 
an honest and heartfelt reading of 
her work, using, in her own words, 
“humour to invite people into a place 
of darkness”. 

Kangaroo Ground author, Shan  

 
Shnookal read an extract from her 
book, Inspector Kelly, the Life and 
Lessons of a Police Trooper, taking 
us back to a time gone by when the 
milkman and his horse walked the 
streets. 

Carmel Macdonald Grahame let us 
in to the very personal space of letting 
go of her father, and John Jenkins 
gave us a snapshot of the beauty of 
Kangaroo Ground.

Lisa Jacobson took to the stage after 
everyone had had a chance to refill 
their glasses, and her account of the 
Virgin Mary’s real life experience had 
everyone laughing.

Rachel Smith spoke of French potters 
and judges and prize winning stalls at 
the Pottery Expo, and Laurie Webb, 
with the steady beat of bush poetry, 
delivered a reminder to us all that 
green grass is a luxury in this land of 
drought.

The room was full of diverse stories 
and tremendous talent and there was 
a strong sense of community evident 
amongst the readers and writers alike.

Guest reader Felix Nobis, was a 
visitor to the area and noticed the 
same.

“I really enjoyed the connection 
between poets.” 

He said it was a real privilege to be 
part of that community for the event. 

“It’s a wonderful event to have for 
Warrandyte and for a community of 
writers and artists to have this support”

A lovely way to spend the evening
The Grand Read was indeed a grand 

finish to the festival weekend.

A menagerie of mindful metaphorThe Grand Read 
was grand indeed

By DAVID HOGG
THIS GEORGE ORWELL classic was brilliantly performed 
by a collaboration between the Youth Theatre and the older 
Warrandyte Theatre Company.

The story is a satire of the Stalin Communist era following 
the Russian Revolution.

In the story, the farm animals expel the human 
farmer and run the farm themselves with a set of 

rules including “all animals are equal”.
As the play progresses the pigs jockey 

for top position, and it soon becomes 
clear that some animals are more equal 
than others; and the set of agreed rules 
becomes more and more modified.

In the end the pigs become almost 
human and run a draconian regime 

exploiting the other farm animal workers.
The second act dragged somewhat with 

points already made being repeated, but 
that is a criticism of Orwell’s script rather than 

the Company.
This gave me time to reflect on the similarities 

between the communist system as portrayed and our own 
modern-day Westminster-system governments, with those 
elected to represent their local constituents doing anything 
but that, and instead voting as directed by their party, 
jostling for top position, and to some extent misusing the 
revenue provided by the hard workers.

Kia Moon’s direction was novel and effective.
She concentrated on getting the actors to focus on the 

movements and characteristics of each animal.
Emer Rafferty’s portrayal of a horse and a chicken was 

breathtaking, and I wondered how long she must have 
sat and watched the animals to get the movement right.

Elanor Menzel handled the part of Napoleon’s 
propaganda spin-doctor with aplomb.

The mixture of youth and experienced actors worked 
well, and they found it a great opportunity to work with 
and learn from each other.

A simple set incorporated a number of heavy-looking 
blocks with which the animals laboriously constructed a 
windmill, and a chalk board on which the ever-changing 
rules were written in incorrect spelling and wonky letters.

A great evening; thank you WTC.
Next up from WTC are Arthur Miller’s All My Sons in 

June, and Henrik Ibsen’s The Lady from the Sea in August.
We look forward to those.

review

Photo: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Author Dr Felix Nobis

Photos: LYDIA PHELAN



MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC
A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning 

muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!
12–14 Blair Street, Warrandyte  9844 5495

Checkout our reviews on Facebook

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

Committed to caring 
for all family pets

CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely in style & comfort. 
Airport  transfer, parties, weddings. 
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6 
passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801.

PORT DOUGLAS By The Beach 
100m 2 Self Contained Units Pool 
spa 2 bed unit & 1 bed with spa 
BBQ area car space. kvanscoy@
tpg.com.au Call 0409 359 240.

DIARY MINI ADS

Address:  Warrandyte Community Centre (Victory 
room, upstairs) - 168 Yarra St, Warrandyte 3113
Website:   www.taekwondo.com.au
Email:  warrandyte@taekwondo.com.au
Phone:  0416 027 665

two birds
and a barrow

0 4 8 8  9 9 4  6 6 9

G A R D E N I N G
specialising in natural Australian gardens

2birdsandabarrow@gmail.com

- Eye Examinations Bulk Billed
-  Retinal Photography  

(No Charge)
- Glaucoma & Macula checks
- HICAPS (No Gap Available)

-  Fashion Spectacles &  
Contact Lenses

- Sunglasses
-  Spectacle & Sunglass Repairs

Mon to Thu 9 to 5.30•Fri 9 to 7•Sat 9 to 1
Ph 9844 4422  warrandyte@eyeson.com.au

Goldfields Plaza Warrandyte
Experienced Optometrists Locally Owned and Run

Award-winning Audiology Hearing Clinic
Shop 5, 90 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte

www.ivoryhearing.com.au

Is your life affected by hearing loss???

CALL 9844 5863 NOW

It’s time to see our caring audiologist & find out how
you can enjoy hearing your best again!

16 Warrandyte Diary APRIL 2019

By KATHY GARDINER

gardening

Dear Diary
I was interested in Kathy Gardiner’s 
article in the February Diary regarding 
agapanthus. 
I agree that agapanthus are a beautiful 
flower. 
They are exceptionally easy to grow and 
put on a wonderful show over summer. 
As Kathy mentions in her article they 
need to be de-headed to prevent seed 
dispersal. 
Unfortunately most of us fail in that 
task. 
I have removed all agapanthus from 
my property because, despite my good 
intentions to de-head them, I found 

that often it would not get done.
I dug them all out. 
Not as difficult a task as I expected. 
I then replaced them with indigenous  
plants from FOWSP. 
Not only did I get rid of the agapanthus 
but now I have many more butterflies 
and small birds in my garden. 
A g a p a n t h u s  a r e  a  d e c l a r e d 
Environmental Weed. 
They should not be planted in areas like 
Warrandyte where they are a threat to 
our native flora. 
The risk of them spreading into 
bushland is high. 
There are plenty of alternatives 
available. 
It is worth a trip to an indigenous 
nursery to check them out.

Robyn Gillespie
President
Andersons Creek Landcare

Notes on Agapanthus

I OPENED THE curtains this morning 
to find an autumn day well upon us.

The rain has arrived and the garden 
is looking like it has survived another 
summer… just.

The predicted bushfires have not 
been forthcoming.

The tanks are filling with the rain.
Now the hard work begins as we 

recover from the scorching days. 
Bulbs and corms are everywhere in 

the nurseries, the Melbourne Garden 
Show was bursting with them.

Daffodils, nerines, tulips, irises, lilies, 
grape hyacinths, the end of March is 
really the earliest you should plant 
them.

I love the earthy smell of the bags of 
bulbs and I love promise of miracles 
when you hold it in your hand. 

The Warrandyte Festival is wonderful 
with the community spirit, the passage 
of time of the kids growing up and 
enjoying more freedom from parents 
as the years go by.

I like rustling about in the tube stock 
at the FOWSP stall or the numerous 
stalls with pots of bits and pieces.

I have been nursing pots of plants I 
have picked up over summer.

Always a bad idea, you usually always 
lose half of them but surprisingly I still 
have some struggling to survive.

Promising to carry on through 
the year and bloom into something 
wonderful.

Surprisingly my gingko (gingko 
biloba) and forest tree pansy are 
holding up, waiting patiently for their 
time to be planted.

I loved the Garden Show as well, 
such great art, ideas for new areas in 
the garden and innovations in tools, 
tanks and retaining walls.

Our local snake catcher and garden 
design student Jason Donnelly won the 
garden category of Most Achievable 
Garden, an amazing achievement.

Hi s  ga rd e n  w a s  b e au t i f u l ,  a 
wonderful testament to hard work, 
a passion for plants and keeping a 
design simple — there is beauty in 
simplicity.

And it is something we all need to 
consider.

Even in the category of Achievable 
Gardens I saw there were gardens 
that really weren’t “achievable” for the  

lay gardener.
Jason’s garden was a masterpiece 

in its simplicity, a simple level gravel 
path, a chair made from recycled 
pallets, a rusted corrugated iron 
backdrop, and a simple selection 
of choice plants that were perfectly 
suited to the Warrandyte/Melbourne 
climate, a water feature fashioned 
from a simple vintage garden spade.

Kangaroo paws, gymea lilies, native 
flax, black coral peas, fan flowers, 
everlasting daisies,  dichondra, 
common everlasting, rushes, purple 
loosestrife, and stepping stones of 
cushion bush.

Crowds were drawn to it because 
they related to it, they could see 
themselves creating something similar 
with easily sourced plants and items.

The Garden Show can be intoxicating 
when you are thinking of wonderful 
ways to recreate what you see, but 
remember the key is to plant what 
works in your environment.

But back to bulbs, if you are thinking 
about planting some bulbs you  
can buy bulk online or in bags at the 
local nursery.

If you can, gently squeeze the 
bulbs and choose ones that are firm  
not squishy.

There is lots of information and tools 
for determining the depth of the hole 
in which the bulbs are to be planted 
but a rough rule of thumb is always 
plant with the pointy end upwards 
with the depth of the hole equal to the 
size of the bulb.

It’s always a good idea to prepare the 
soil a couple of weeks before planting 
by adding animal manure (there is 
always lots in bags on the side of the 
road in Warrandyte for a couple of 
dollars).

Slow release fertiliser will  be 
welcomed by the bulbs as well.

Drifts of bulbs always look lovely 
rather than one or two dotted here 
and there.

Most bulbs need full sun to flower 
but blue bells and grape hyacinth will 
do well under deciduous trees.

Get out there. 
Enjoy the still warm days. 
Enjoy the rain and when gardening, 

keep it simple.

An achievable garden

your say



Industrial, Commercial, Domestic

DAMIEN NOTT 
0438 537 773

Call Damien for a quote on 0438 537 773, 9844 2287

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

0411 267 490 
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L  W O R K  G U A R A N T E E D

Licensed Roof Plumbers

All types of  
glass, glazing,  
mirrors, shower 

screens

WARRANDYTE  
GLASS 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

Andrew John
Managing Director

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

p: 0412 765 210 e: fwpd10@gmail.com

‘We cover all areas of painting and decorating’ 

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS

APRIL 2019 Warrandyte Diary 17

Warrandyte Diary What’s On guide would not be 
possible without the contribution from the 
In Your Backyard Facebook Group.
For more events across the Yarra Valley
Search for @IYBinyourbackyard on Facebook

what’s on

 

Eltham Farmers Market
Every Sunday
9am – 1pm
Eltham Town Hall,  
Arthur Street, Eltham

Park Orchards Market
Saturday, April 20
9am – 1pm
Park Orchards Primary,  
1-3 Bowmore Avenue,  
Park Orchards

Eltham Craft and Produce 
Twilight Market
Sunday, April 28
3pm – 7:30pm
Alistair Knox Park,  
Eltham

Wonga Park Farmers 
Market
Saturday, April 27
9am – 2pm
Wonga Park Primary, 
41 Dudley Road, Wonga Park

Eltham Farmers’ Market 
Food Swap
Sunday, April 28
9:30am – 10:30am
Eltham Town Hall,  
Arthur Street, Eltham

Warrandyte  
Riverside Market
Saturday, May 4
8am – 1pm
Stiggants Reserve

Local markets

Event:  The Ringwood Spiegeltent
When:  April 5–13
Where:   Melbourne Street, adjacent to 

Ringwood Town Square
Info:  A dazzling array of the most 
exciting and colourful entertainment 
gathered from Australia and around the 
world. With feature performances from 
Dolly Diamond, Rouge, Anthony Callea, 
Lehmo and Dave O’Niell, Vika and Linda 
Bull, Trash Test Dummies and more! 
Visit karralyka.com.au for booking 
information and performance times.

Event:  Open Mic night
When:   Thursday, April 11,  

6:30pm–9pm
Where:  Warrandyte RSL
Info:  Open Mic welcomes local 
talent to come along and show off their 
stuff. 

Event:   Film Society —  
Manchester by the Sea

When:   Friday, April 12,  
7pm for 7:30pm start

Where:   Warrandyte Neighbourhood 
House

Info:  Sign up for annual 
membership. Nibbles prior to film, coffee 
and conversation afterwards. 

Event:  Lilydale War Diary
When:  Sunday, April 14, 2pm–3:30pm
Where:   Yarra Ranges Regional  

Museum, 35-37 Castella St, 
Lilydale

Info:  A day by day account of what 
happened to the men and women from 
the district. Tickets $10. https://ach.
yarraranges.vic.gov.au

Event:  Roller Derby Basic Skills Class
When:   Sunday, April 21, 5:30pm–

6:30pm
Where:   Victorian Roller Skating Centre, 

34 Industrial Park Drive, 
Lilydale

Info:  Learn to skate like a Derby 
champion. Tickets $10. 
www.lilydaleskatecentre.com

Event:  Warrandyte Bubs Market
When:  Saturday, April 27, 9am–1pm
Where:   Warrandyte Community 

Church, 57 Yarra Street
Info:  Cash only! Buy, swap & sell 
baby clothes, toys, books, maternity 
clothes and more.  
Contact us to book a stall.  
Find us on FB @warrandytebubsmarket.

Event:   Growing avocado trees in 
Melbourne & Vic successfully 

Where:   Wonga Park Community  
Cottage, Old Yarra Glen Road

When:  Sunday, April 28, 10am–4pm
Info:  Learn the few simple tricks to 
healthy fruiting avocados, look at real 
situations and how to succeed.  
Cost for 1 day $95, bring your lunch.
wongaparkcommunitycottage.org.au

Event:  Yarra Valley View Club Lunch
When:  Tuesday, April 30, 12pm
Where:   Yering Meadows Golf Club, 

Yering, 3770
Info:  Guest speaker Phillip Johnson 
— Landscape Designer.
Contact Wendy on 0438 625 556

Event:  Kellybrook Cider Festival 
When:  May 4 & 5, 11am–5pm
Where:   Kellybrook, Fulford Road, 

Wonga Park
Info:  Tickets $22.  
www.kellybrookwinery.com.au

Event:   Warrandyte Community 
Garden 20th birthday 
celebrations

When:  Sunday, May 5, 11:30am
Where:   Warrandyte Community 

Garden, Police Street
Info:  cjgreen5@tpg.com.au  
BYO food and drink. Past plot holders are 
particularly welcome.

Event:   AGM — Warrandyte 
Mechanics & Arts Association

When:  Monday, May 6, 8:15pm
Where:   Warrandyte Mechanics 

Institute
Info:  Contact Pat Anderson on 9844 
3442, David Tynan on 0431 572 511 or 
wmiaahall@gmail.com. WMI&AAInc is 
an umbrella group promoting the arts in 
Warrandyte. It comprises theatre, youth 
theatre, visual arts, pottery, craft, choirs 
and other groups under its banner. Come 
and get involved to further promote the 
arts in our community.

Event:  Messy Play Mondays
When:   Monday, May 6 & June 3. 

11:30am–12:30pm
Where:   Warrandyte Neighbourhood 

House
Info:  Squish, squlch, splash, drop, 
smear, toss, spray and ooze.  Enjoy the 
fun and benefits of messy play without 
the clean-up. A facilitated playgroup.  
$10 per session.

Event:   Intermediate Crochet with 
Jozica Kutin 

When:  Starts Tuesday, May 7,  
 7pm. (5 weeks, no class 28/5)
Where:   Warrandyte Neighbourhood 

House
Info:  Basic crochet skills required. 
Covers pattern reading, intermediate 
stitch techniques and finishing. Take 
your crochet to the next level.  
Course $120.

Event:  Music for life 
Where:   Wonga Park Community Cot-

tage, Old Yarra Glen Road
When:   Tuesdays, May 7–28,  

1:30pm–3pm
Info:  Experience how all aspects 
of music can help you to relax, keep fit, 
express emotions and improve mental 
performance. The focus is on personal 
self-expression to improve your quality of 
life. Cost for 4 weeks $82 Conc $74.
wongaparkcommunitycottage.org.au

Event:   Mother’s Day Gift Floristry 
Workshop with Judy McGrath

When:  Saturday, May 11, 2pm–4:30pm
Where:   Warrandyte Neighbourhood 

House
Info:  $55 (includes box, tray, oasis & 
ribbon; please bring your own flowers 
and greenery – see website or call for 
details). Make a very special gift for your 
mother, whilst learning a new skill and 
having fun. Create your own beautiful 
boxed floral arrangement.

Event:   Zentangles with Pam 
Egglestone

When:   Starts Tuesday, May 14,  
(4 weeks) 1:30pm–3pm

Where:   Warrandyte Neighbourhood 
House 

Info:  Cost $45. Anyone, artist or not, 
can learn to create beautiful images by 
repeating the patterns in a relaxed and 
focused state.

Stations of the Cross 
Good Friday 10:30am at 
Stiggants Reserve 
Run by combined churches
Catholic
Parish of St. Gerard & St. Anne
Good Friday 3pm  
Solemn celebration in 
Warrandyte - Easter Sunday 
10am mass in Park Orchards

Uniting
Warrandyte Uniting Church
Good Friday 9am
Easter Sunday 10.15am
Anglican
St. Stephens Anglican Church 
Warrandyte
Good Friday 9am
Easter Sunday 10am
Community
Warrandyte Community 
Church
Good Friday 9am
Easter Sunday 10am

Tel: 9844 1839
Email: admin@wnh.org.au

Website: 
warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au

Easter Services



PERSONALISED LEARNING . STUNNING FACILITIES . SIMPLIFIED FEES

Billanook’s exceptional teachers provide a holistic education to equip 
every child with the skills for success in a changing world. Our focus on 
personalised learning, stunning and well-resourced learning environment 
and new, simplified fee structure are all part of a Billanook education.

Come and see what makes a Billanook education unique. 

It’s a great time to Belong at Billanook.

BELONG AT BILLANOOK

03 9724 1179

billanook.vic.edu.au

MOOROOLBARK
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ON FRIDAY, March 15, an estimated 
150,000 students and adult supporters 
joined massive, vibrant climate strikes 
in over 60 cities and towns across 
Australia, demanding immediate and 
urgent leadership from Australian 
politicians to tackle climate change.

Internationally, 1.5 million people 
in over 100 countries also took action.

The strikes were ten times the size of 
last November’s school strikes.

The student’s message was clear:
“Climate change is stealing our future 

and we need to stop it now.”
Their demands are even clearer:

•  #StopAdani (the coal 
mineplanned for construction in 
Queensland)

•  No new fossil fuels
•  100% renewables by 2030.

Many student strikers used humour 
to get their point across, with posters 
referencing internet memes and 
suggesting failing grades for the 
nation’s political efforts on climate 
change policy.

Others were more serious — one 

poster urged politicians to “panic” 
about addressing climate change and 
another warned “there is no Planet B”.

In the words of the student strikers 
themselves:

“A Federal Election is around the 
corner but our politicians have lost 
touch with the people they were 
elected to represent — us!

“As school students, we’re sick of 
being ignored.

“We’re sick of our futures being 
turned into political footballs.

“We feel sick when we see and hear 
about the climate impacts that are 
already devastating communities here 
and all around the world.

“We [went on strike] to tell our 
politicians to take all of us seriously 
and treat climate change for what it is: 
a crisis and the biggest threat to our 
generation and generations to come.”

Why strike?
Th e  Au st ra l ia n  s ch o o l  s t r i ke 

movement began last year when 
school students in Central Victoria 
were inspired by 15 year-old Swedish 
student Greta Thunberg who has been 
striking outside Swedish Parliament 
every Friday since August.

Greta has said: “Solving the climate 
crisis is the greatest and most complex 
challenge that homo-sapiens have 
ever faced.”

“The main solution, however, is so 
simple that even a small child can 
understand it, we have to stop our 
emissions of greenhouse gases.”

L a s t  Nov e m b e r,  ov e r  1 5 , 0 0 0 
Australian school students went on 
strike, defying Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison’s request not to.

A similar number hit the streets 
a week later, in response to Adani’s 
announcement it would self-fund its 
Carmichael mine.

The #ClimateElection
Climate change will be a key issue at 

the federal election next month.
A national Reachtel poll conducted 

on March 12, 2019 found that almost 
two thirds (63.1%) of Australians think 
it’s “important” or “very important” 
that political leaders commit to 
immediately take serious action to 
tackle climate change, with nearly half 
saying this is “very important”.

Moreover, 92.8% of Labor voters 
believe it is “important” or “very 

important” to commit to immediately 
take such action, and 79.2% say this is 
“very important”.

While many of the striking students 
cannot vote at this year’s election, they 
ask us to think about them and their 
futures when we vote.

Let us be the leaders they wish for 
and like Greta Thunberg — who has 
been  nominated for a Nobel Peace 
Prize for her activism.

To find out more about the 
student climate strikers go to:  
schoolstrike4climate.com.

To view Greta’s moving speech go 
to: https://bit.ly/2uxFw7F

Charlotte Sterrett is a member of 
local climate change action group 
WarrandyteCAN.
Find them on Facebook at:  
www.facebook.com/warrandytecan.

Students strike for our climate
By CHARLOTTE STERRETT 
WarrandyteCAN

green edge
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By NIETA MANSER
ON MARCH 15, over 5,500 schools 
across Australia took action on the 
ninth National Day of Action against 
bullying and violence.

Participating for their second year in 
a row, Anderson’s Creek Primary is an 
official NDA school.

To mark the importance of the day, 
students and teachers at ACPS held a 
special assembly where every teacher 
and student took a pledge to say “no 
way” to bullying.

The National Day of Action is part of 
a government initiative to encourage 
students to take a stand against 
bullying every day at school and create 
a dialogue between students and the 
school community about the issue.

By participating, schools are able to 
educate their students on the impact 
of bullying and what they can do if they 
are a victim or a witness to bullying 
behaviour.

In the week leading up to the 
day, teachers completed lessons 
as well as circle-time activities 
with an anti-bullying theme and 
were given an opportunity to share 
their understandings at the special 
assembly.

Principal  Sue Dyos has been 
instrumental in implementing the 
anti-bullying message and marked 
2019 as “The Year of Kindness” at 
ACPS.

“We are very proud to join  the 2.4 
million other students across Australia 
that sent a message to stamp out 
bullying,” she said.

Each student was given an NDA 
Bullying. No Way! wristband to wear 

on the day and then everyone in the 
school assembled on the stage to take 
the pledge.

Signed posters signified their 
personal commitment to the anti-
bullying message and are now 
displayed in the office for all to see.

“We like to give students ownership 
of their pledge by asking them to sign 
their name to it,” said Ms Dyos.

During the assembly, children 
were also given strategies they could 
use if they are witnessing someone 
interacting in a negative way to a peer.

T h e y  w e r e  s h o w n  h o w  b y 
becoming an “upstander” instead 
of a “bystander” they could distract, 
interrupt or seek help as a means of 
dealing with bullies.

Bullying. No Way! 

By CLAIRE BLOOM &  
ROBBIE GEDGE
WARRANDAYTE HIGH School’s VCE 
Mathematics students were fortunate 
enough to attend the annual Formula 
1 Australian Grand Prix “Driving 
Learning” Program in the Industry 
and Innovation Precinct at Albert 
Park.

The Driving Learning Program 
profiles the subjects of Science, 
Te c h n o l o g y ,  E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d 
Mathematics (STEM), opening 
our students minds to the endless 
opportunities available through 

studies in these fields.
Program activities included: 

•  A student career auditorium 
style stage with presentations 
featuring representatives from 
the technical areas of Formula 
One and the local motorsport 
industry.

•  Student workshops where they 
got hands-on experience with 
advancing technologies.

•  University and research facility 
displays showcasing local 
innovations, capabilities and 
more.

•  Displays and advice from not 
only universities, but the police, 
military and emergency services. 

Our students left the Industry and 
Innovation Precinct better informed 
about the endless opportunities of 
STEM careers right across the board, 
but particularly in the motorsports 
and auto industries.

Not only this, but a chance to see the 
V8 Super Cars in action, ride a Land 
Rover up a 45 degree slope (and down 
again) and try their hands at various 
driving simulations.

By NIETA MANSER
AS AN EDUCATOR, it is always a 
privilege to watch children enjoy their 
experiences in the Performing Arts.

As they compose a piece of music, or 
master a tune on an instrument their 
faces light up and it is a skill they take 
with them to adulthood.

During Music at Anderson’s Creek 
Primary School many instruments are 
used to inspire children to create songs 
and weekly soirees are now offered to 
all students to explore their musical 
talents and give them an opportunity 
to shine.

Creating music and performing for 
each other in a casual soiree setting 
has proven to be a fantastic way to give 
students voice and choice in the types 
of music they play.

Research from The Music Trust, 
which was established to advance 
musical education in Australia, 
has found that music contributes 
significantly to personal well-being by 
building self-esteem in children.

It stresses that through performances 

and creative experiences music 
provides a means for personal 
expression, communication and 
cultural identity formation.

The soiree runs alongside other 
extra-curricular programs such as 
choir and percussion ensembles so 
that students can express themselves 
both through formal performances 
and informally with their peers.

Music teacher, Rod Waterman has 
worked in music for 30 years and is 
passionate about building a passion 
for music in students.

Last year he decided to start the soiree 
when he saw the enthusiasm students 
had for playing the instruments.

“The more students can explore 
music and instruments, the more 
likely they are to want to learn an 
instrument,” said Mr Waterman.

H e  b e l i e v e s  c h i l d r e n  l e a r n 
instruments faster than adults and 
wants to encourage more students at 
ACPS to play instruments.

“The soiree is designed to give all the 
students at ACPS a chance to shine.”

By  TRIXIE KNEEBONE Grade 6
FOR THE past few weeks, Warrandyte 
Primary School’s Grade 6 students 
have been working alongside the 
Preps to help them have a safe, 
happy, and most importantly, fun 
introduction to school.

Each Prep has their very own Grade 
6 Buddy, who they work with during 
a weekly buddy session.

These sessions create a strong bond 
between the students, which helps 
the Preps to find their feet and feel 
special.

“My buddy makes me feel special 
by playing with me and helping me,” 
says Prep student, Alex.

“My buddy makes me feel good” 
said another Prep, Niamh.

The Buddy Program also allows the 
Grade 6 students to be a role model 
and have a chance at working with 
younger children, an experience that 

all of the Grade 6s love.
“I like ‘Buddies’ because we get to 

play with the Preps, get to know them 
better and be a mentor to someone 
younger than ourselves,” says Grade 
6 student, Bel.

Already many of the Grade 6 
students can be seen down in the 
Prep Playground at lunchtime, giving 
up their own play time to keep the 
Preps company.

“I play with the Preps because I 
love seeing their smiling faces when 
I come to play with them,” says Grade 
6 student, Farrah.

“I play with the Preps because 
they are cute,” said another Grade 6 
student, Jacob.

The program will continue all year, 
and both the Grade 6 students and 
the Preps are really excited for the 
future “buddy sessions” to come.

By KYLIE LEWIS
SET IN THE leafy hills of Warrandyte, 
the students of Warrandyte Primary 
School are lucky to be able to play 
every day amongst the vast natural 
outdoor areas of the school.

On Tuesday, March 19, Grade 3 and 
4 students set off to Currawong Bush 
Park to participate in a whole day of 
activities focussing on sustainability 
and the environment.

The students were thoroughly 
engaged as they rotated around four 
workshops that explored the concepts 
of recycling, biodiversity, ecology and 
environmental leadership.

Through a game, the students 
investigated the purpose of State 
Parks in creating wildlife corridors 
for animals to move between habitats.

The game became more difficult 
as the corridors became smaller and 
smaller.

“I learnt about recycling,” said Rhys, 
aged 9.

“About what goes in each bin and 

how it gets recycled by being chopped  
up into little bits and then is turned 
into more plastic.”

Sophie 8, and Samuel 9, were 
amazed that milk bottles are recycled 
to create toilet seats, and that it 
takes 1000 years for a glass jar to 
decompose.

Gemma 9, loved seeing all of the 
Australian animals such as pythons, 
frogs and bats.

While Harry 8, said “I couldn’t 
believe sugar gliders can fly 50 
metres.”

Several students found it very 
interesting as they followed the Ranger 
through their local environment, 
to investigate the local plants and 
evidence of animal poo, to show what 
animals had recently frequented the 
area.

A challenge was set for all students 
to bring a waste-free lunch to the park, 
an initiative that some students may 
develop further when back at school, 
with the support of the school’s 
student-led Environmental Team.

Best 
buds

Students shine at 
the weekly soiree Putting maths in pole position

Out and about in nature

By KYLIE LEWIS
STARTING school is an exciting 
milestone for every child.

On Tuesday, March 19, Warrandyte 
Primary School hosted an important 
information evening for parents in our 
community with younger children.

The evening aimed to help the 
community understand some of the 
key features which allow a child the 
best possible start to school.

Angela McGann, from Early Life 
Foundations, presented at the school 
sharing her wisdom of over 30 years 
of working with infants to school aged 
children.

Some of the take away messages 
from the night included an outline of 
behaviours that will support a child’s 
time at school, such as their ability 

to follow instructions, work well in 
a group, recognise their belongings, 
ask for help and transition between 
spaces.

The importance of routine for a child, 
enough rest and the significance of 
attending school transition events 
were also highlighted during the 
presentation.

The school was honoured to host 
such an event and looks forward to 
supporting the younger students in the 
community as they, and their families, 
begin the adventure of starting school.

Wa r r a n d y t e  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l 
cherishes the opportunity to best 
support students in starting school 
and offers many events for kinder age 
students throughout the year to assist 
them with a positive transition.

Heading for success



Middle Yarra Landcare Network 
Activity Calendar 2019
myln@netspace.net.au   0415 383 328
 http://portphillipwesternport.landcarevic.net.au/myln

Date Day Time Site “R” = ranger attending Melway Activity Rating Group Contact
4/4/19 Thu 9.00-12.00 Walert Creek 23C10 maintenance mod FOWSP nursery
18/4/19 Thu 9.00-12.00 4th Hill, Gold Memorial Rd 23C10 woody weeding with ACL mod FOWSP nursery
28/4/19 Sun 10.00-12.00 Westerfolds Park tba on ground working   FYVP website
2/5/19 Thu 9.00-12.00 Walert Creek 23C10 planting R mod FOWSP nursery
16/5/19 Thu 9.00-12.00 4th Hill fence sites 23C10 preparation and planting R mod FOWSP nursery
18/5/19 Sat 1.00-3.00 Gold Memorial Rd 35D3 planting easy ACL Fritz
26/5/19 Sun 10.00-12.00 Westerfolds Park tba on ground working   FYVP website
30/5/19 Thu 9.00-12.00 Chaim Crt 23C10 woody weeding/ planting R mod FOWSP nursery
2/6/19 Sun 10.00-1.00pm off Kardinia Crescent 36C9 weeding mod WRC Margaret
13/6/19 Thu 9.00-12.00 Endeavour Bank 23C10 planting mod FOWSP nursery
23/6/19 Sun 1.00-3.00 Gold Memorial Rd 35D3 planting easy ACL Fritz
23/6/19 Sun 10.00-12.00 Westerfolds Park tba on ground working   FYVP website
27/6/19 Thu 9.00-12.00 4th Hill fence sites, Bettons tk  R 23C10 planting mod FOWSP nursery
11/7/19 Thu 9.00-12.00 Pound Bend Ridge, Jamo/Josh 23C10 planting/guarding mod FOWSP nursery
13/7/19 Sat 1.00-3.00pm Gold Memorial Rd 35D3 planting easy ACL Fritz
25/7/19 Thu 9.00-12.00 One Tree Hill R 23C10 planting mod FOWSP nursery
28/7/19 Sun 10.00-1.00pm Nat Tree Day  Endeavour  Bank 23C10 planting easy FOWSP nursery
28/7/19 Sun 10.00-12.00 Westerfolds Park tba on ground working   FYVP website
8/8/19 Thu 9.00-12.00 4th Hill fence sites R 23C10 planting mod FOWSP nursery
18/8/19 Sun 1.00-3.00 Gold Memorial Rd 35D3 planting easy ACL Fritz
22/8/19 Thu 9.00-12.00 Mt Lofty  R 23C10 planting Yarra Gums mod FOWSP nursery
25/8/19 Sun 10.00-1.00pm Kelly Crt 36C9 weeding mod WRC Margaret
25/8/19 Sun 10.00-12.00 Westerfolds Park tba on ground working   FYVP website
5/9/19 Thu 9.00-12.00 Walert Creek 23C10 planting mod FOWSP nursery
19/9/19 Thu 9.00-12.00 One Tree Hill (R, Kylie) 23C10 Boneseed weeding mod FOWSP nursery
22/9/19 Sun 10.00-12.00 Westerfolds Park tba on ground working   FYVP website
3/10/19 Thu 9.00-12.00 Walert Creek 23C10 maintenance mod FOWSP nursery
12/10/19 Sat 2.00-4.00pm Currawong Bush Park centre 34H6 Andersons Ck Landcare AGM easy ACL Fritz
17/10/19 Thu 9.00-12.00 Whipstick Gully   R 23C10 weeding mod FOWSP nursery
27/10/19 Sun 10.00-12.00 Westerfolds Park tba on ground working   FYVP website
31/10/19 Thu 9.00-12.00 Andersons Creek 23C10 weeding St Peters Wort mod FOWSP nursery
14/11/19 Thu 9.00-12.00 Walert Creek 23C10 maintenance mod FOWSP nursery
15/11/19 Fri 6.00pm- dark Eden Valley Rd south end 36D9 BBQ and weeding mod WRC Margaret
24/11/19 Sun 10.00-12.00 Westerfolds Park tba on ground working   FYVP website
28/11/19 Thu 9.00-12.00 Nilja, Alexander Rd 23C10 weeding mod FOWSP nursery
12/12/19 Thu 1.00-4.00pm Longridge Park 22J10 Christmas Party easy FOWSP nursery

Make a diff erence now,  restore indigenous 
habitat, learn which indigenous plants are 

best suited for your garden.

Fritz 0439 443 703 Andersons Creek Catchment Area Landcare Group
Nursery 0408 317 327 Friends of Warrandyte State Park
Tracey 0403 739 938 Jumping Creek Catchment Landcare Group
Margaret 9876 3094 Warranwood Reserve Group
Graham 0434 272 258 Friends of YarraValley Parks
Paulina  9722 2332 Wonga Park Environment Group

Andersons Creek Landcare  is holding a weekly 
working bee every Wed from 10am-12pm meet at 
Gold Memorial Road car park (MelWays 35E2)
FOWSP Nursery, open Thur 9.30am to 12.30pm; 
fi rst Sat of the month, 9am to 2pm (to coincide 
with Warrandyte Market) - Apr to Nov only. 

Diffi culty ratings:
Easy: Even terrain, some light lifting, kneeling and 
bending involved. Few tripping hazards.
Moderate: Uneven terrain, light to heavy lifting, kneeling 
and bending involved. Tripping hazards present.
Diffi cult: Steep terrain, light to heavy lifting, working in 
over-grown areas and lots of bending. Many tripping 
hazards and slippery surfaces present.

Please remember  for all activies to wear appropriate footwear 
and clothing for the weather, and please bring your own fi lled 
water bottle. Please note that events will be cancelled in the event 
of a Total Fire Ban day or when weather conditions are deemed 
hazardous.

WPEG

Proudly supporting the community since 2002

       sciatica 

      sports injuries 

     frozen shoulder 

    back & neck pain

  headache & migraines

 jaw pain treatment (TMJ)

Shop 2, 90-92 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte (next to Ruby Tuesdays)

Ph 9844 2465
www.osteopathymelbourne.org

Committed local osteopaths, Dr Richard 

Pearce and Dr Sharni Leon established 

practice in Warrandyte in 2002 with a 

vision to provide patients the highest 

quality of Osteopathic care; treating 

“injuries” as well as maintaining the 

“health and wellness” of the body.

We spend longer with you to 
accurately assess, diagnose and treat 
your condition, resulting in fast and 
effective results.

See our website  

for current specials!

Ringwood & Warrandyte Osteopathy 
have been long time supporters of 
the Warrandyte Football Club and 
our goal is to work alongside and 
complement the dedicated trainers 
who deal with match day injuries and 
then support the players to get match 
fit once again.

This year we would like to further 
strengthen our partnership with 

the club by providing the following 
treatment offer for any injured 
players.
Pay NO GAP* on your next Osteopathy 
consultation to get you injury free 
ASAP...
*No out of pocket expense if you 
have a claimable private health 
insurance plan with Osteopathy 
cover

THE OFFER INCLUDES
•  a comprehensive osteopathic examination by one of our experienced 

practitioners to assess and diagnose the underlying cause and risk factors 
of your injury

• hands-on osteopathic treatment and exercise rehabilitation plan
• a personalised management plan detailing any treatment or rehab exercises

(OFFER VALUED AT $95)
If you are recently injured or struggling with a recurring condition we recommend give 
us a call or BOOK ONLINE to have a consultation with one of our OSTEOPATHS.
•  Don’t have private health insurance (or already reached your limit)?   

No problem. We are happy to offer this special deal for $50.
Conditions of offer:
• Available for Warrandyte Football Club  players
• A limit of 1 booking per injury
• Available at either our Warrandyte or Ringwood clinic
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NOW IS a good time to ensure you 
are fully prepared for maximizing 
your work related deductions without 
exposing yourself to the possibility of 
a tax audit.

Irrespective of whether you use a 
registered tax agent or you prepare 
your own tax return, you can only 
claim work related deductions at items 
D1 — D5 if you meet the following 
requirements:

You have actually spent the money 
or incurred the cost.

The deductions you are claiming 
were directly related to the earning of 
your assessable income.

You have a record to prove your 
claim.

This column will focus on how to 
claim home office expenses when you 
choose to or need to work from home.

Ideally you should have a separate 
room set up as a home office or a space 
which is predominantly used for work 
related activities.

If this is not the case and you “work” 
in a room where others socialise, it 
may be far more difficult to claim you 
have incurred incremental costs for 
expenses such as gas or electricity.

Claiming home  
office expenses

There are three acceptable methods:

The cents per hour method
For the 2019 tax year the ATO has 

increased the rate to 52 cents per hour.

You will need to keep a diary record 
over a representative four-week 
period of your work related usage 
and then annualize the usage hours 
after allowing for days/weeks in the 
year when there was no work related 
activity, such as annual leave, sick 
leave or public holidays.

This is the quick and easy method 
you can use to cover electricity, gas and 
depreciation of office furniture.

The proportion of actual costs 
method

Under this method you will need to 
apportion the cost of all of your home 
office related expenses between the 
work related portion and the private 
usage portion.

It is a more onerous and time 
consuming method requiring the 
retention of all supporting invoices, 
receipts and supporting calculations.

You also need to be able to justify the 
methods you have used to calculate the 
deductible percentage.

The floor area percentage occupied 
by the home office is a reasonable basis 
for allocating cleaning, gas, electricity 
and rent if you are renting your home.

Other costs such as your internet 
and home telephone, if significant, 
should be apportioned on a relative 
time basis using a representative four 
week period during which work related 
usage is logged and calculated as a 
percentage of total usage.

Recently,  the ATO offered an 
alternative method for claiming phone 
and internet expenses, this alternative 
allows you to claim up to $50 of 
expenses with a limited amount of 
documentation.

A further alternative is to keep basic 

records of work related phone calls 
based upon rates of 25 cents per call 
from a landline, 75 cents per call from 
a mobile and 10 cents per text message.

The combination method
Under certain circumstances both 

methods can be applied which 
may result in a significantly higher 
deduction.

In other words use the 52 cents per 
hour method to cover gas, electricity 
and depreciation of office furniture, 
the $50 claim for internet usage and 
the proportionate method for cleaning, 
telephone, depreciation of office 
equipment such as computers and 
printers.

If renting, also include the proportion 
of rent relating to the home office area. 

A word of warning
If you are a homeowner, think 

carefully before claiming a share of 
fixed costs such as municipal and 
water rates, mortgage interest or home 
insurance as claiming these costs may 
expose your property to a business use 
proportion of any future capital gain on 
sale of the property — which you may 
prefer to avoid.

As always, if in doubt about how 
and what to claim, seek advice from a 
registered tax agent.

The content of this article is not 
intended to be used as professional 
advice and should not be used as such.
Brian Spurrell FCPA, CTA, Registered 
Tax Agent, is Director of Personalised 
Taxation & Accounting Services Pty 
Ltd. PO Box 143 Warrandyte 3113.  
Mobile: 0412 011 946,
bspurrell@ptasaccountants.com.au 
www.ptasaccountants.com.au

By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
GARDINER — AND McINNES — 
are hanging up there coats after 19 
years as a business team. 

I n  2 0 0 2  V i c k i  G a rd i n e r  & 
Associates was established — 
Russell being an associate, two 
years later they became Gardiner 
McInnes Real Estate. 

Although Vicki and Russell have 
always worked in real estate, Vicki 
had originally trained as a chef, 
however she always had a keen 
interest in property and that is 
where her heart took her. 

She believes property is what the 
world economy is based on, quite 
understandable when you think 
we all strive for our own place in 
the world.

Vicki started her 30 year career 
in real estate in Warrandyte with 
Wilson McDougall, while Russell 
started two years earlier with Barry 
Plant.

He then joined Vicki and the team 
at Wilson McDougall, before Vicki 
and he decided to set up business 
on their own, thereby creating 
the third real estate agency in 
Warrandyte.

A l o ng  w i t h  s e l l i ng  h ou s e s 
and welcoming an estimated 
one thousand new families to 
Warrandyte over their careers, they 
have given back enormously to the 
local community they have always 
loved and supported.

Over 16 years they raised around 
$30,000.00 for groceries for ‘Food 
for Thoughtfulness’. 

They have supported most — if not 
all — the local community groups, 
sponsoring the basketball clubs, 
Warrandyte Theatre Company, the 
CFA, local schools, the Pottery Expo, 
boards for the RSL and numerous 
other events. 

At one stage Vicki supported new 
mums coming into Warrandyte by 
introducing them to local mums 
over morning teas. 

As it is often hard settling into 
a new community, this was very 
beneficial to many.

Although officially retired and 
looking forward to spending time 
with children and grandchildren — 
with a bit of travel thrown in — they 
will still be around, keeping in touch 
with the many clients and friends 
they have made over the years.

Vicki and Russell agreed that 
the most rewarding part of the 
job is finding the perfect house 
for a client and one such client 
commented that moving into the 
house Gardiner McInnes found 
for him, was the happiest time of 
his life.

We wish both Vicki and Russell a 
very happy and fulfilling retirement.

Getting your work related 
deductions ready for tax time

By BRIAN SPURRELL

finance

End of an era
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Warrandyte wanderer Debi 
Slinger has been reflecting 
on her time on vacation a little 
closer to home.
As I get older, time goes faster and that became 
clear on a warm summer day as I explored a 
stunning part of my home state of Victoria.

I reminisced how 12 months ago I was in the 
bowels of the catacombs in Lima and now on the 
seaside rural community of Loch Sport.

As someone who has travelled across the globe, I 
know that many of the best places are in fact at our 
back door, and although these two destinations 
are thousands of kilometres apart, each is unique 
for different reasons.

Located approximately 270kms east of 
Melbourne, the flat and somewhat straight road 
to Loch Sport from Sale is flanked by tea tree and 
banksias.

At dawn or dusk, the kangaroos, wallabies and 
even wild hog deer flank the way into town.

Beyond the township at the most easterly point, 
I journeyed to the heritage listed, Lakes National 
Park and — in particular — Point Wilson, which 
is a mere 16kms from the park entrance.

This also encompasses Sperm Whale Head 
Peninsula, which I could only appreciate how it 
was named after viewing a map.

Traditional owners, the Gunaikurnai people, 
still have a strong connection with the area as 
well as other parks and reserves in this region 
and jointly manage the Park in conjunction with 
the State Government.

Well signposted, the dirt road with few 
corrugations in early summer, meandered to 
the Point with glimpses of the lake teasing me 
along the way.

The road is fringed with large coastal and silver 
banksia, tea-trees, manna gums, peppermint 
gums, wattle and heath.

I’m sure if I’d visited a few months earlier during 
spring when the wildflowers are at their best, the 
array of colour would’ve been stunning and may 
have even spied some of the well-known native 
orchids.

At the head of the point where Lake Victoria and 
Lake Reeve join is a sweet little picnic site known 
as Point Wilson Day Visitor Area with the Point 
Wilson Jetty nearby.

Surrounded by salt water, the opportunity to 
fish and potentially catch bream, flathead, tailor, 
whiting, perch, eels and much more would be 
enticing to the most amateur angler.

From this vantage point, I could see Paynesville, 
Raymond Island and the Banksia Peninsula 
along with expansive views across the entire 
lakes region.

No doubt during busy periods the waterways 
would be abundant with jet skis, boats and sailing.

I took to the water for a swim with an audience 
of black swans, pelicans, cormorants and seagulls 
watching me cautiously.

The day shelter is located on the original Banksia 
Homestead site where in 1903, Frederick and 
Sarah Barton moved with their family to farm the 
area with cattle, sheep and goats.

Passed down through the generations, 
eventually, the property was sold to the then 
National Parks Authority in 1958.

The day shelter has two barbeques, fresh water, 
seating and toilets nearby.

Although camping isn’t allowed here, it’s well 
worth a day visit whether by car, boat or even bike.

It’s known that the eastern grey kangaroos like 
to frequent the grassy lawn but on this day, there 
were none.

However, I saw plenty in other areas of the park 

including wallabies, an echidna and an emu.
Over time I’ve become something of a twitcher.
Here in the park, there are over 190 different 

species with my first sighting being five yellow-
tailed black cockatoos.

A nature trail and lookout tower were also 
helpful to spot a variety of other birds who feed 
and roost on Lake Reeve.

Even in Loch Sport, I would see black swans, 
cormorants, pelicans, seagulls, eastern spinebills, 
blue wrens, wattlebirds, magpies, rainbow 
lorikeets, eastern rosellas, crimson rosellas, 
kookaburras, currawongs, ravens and the ever 
bossy king parrot.

In summer the peninsula is popular with day 
visitors and holidaymakers.

To finish off the day, I drove back to Loch Sport 
via the surf beach only a few kilometres from the 
park entrance.

Crossing the causeway along a straight stretch 
of road is the Stockyard Hill carpark

Down a typical beach track, the 90-mile beach 
opened up in front of me, its sheer vastness took 
my breath away.

Apart from myself, there was a lone couple 
fishing from the shore with the obligatory deck 
chair and esky nearby.

With the potential of catching salmon, gummy 
shark, flathead, snapper and more, I can see the 
attraction.

On this clear day, I could spot one of the oil /gas 
platforms named Seahorse that is around 14kms 
from the shoreline.

Later that day, as I watched a few dolphins 
gambolling on Lake Victoria, I pondered where 
I would be at the end of 2019.

Overseas, interstate or somewhere local.
Whether it’s Lisbon or the Little Desert – it 

doesn’t really matter as long as we keep exploring.

The value of 
expert advice

Three major developments from the last 20 
years can pretty much explain every revolution 
that has taken place in the world of travel.
•  the internet changed everything
•  cheap airfares changed everything
•  and then the smartphone changed 

everything once again
Comedian Tim Ross has written a whole stage 

production called Motel based on the evolution 
of the Australian travel.

Tim writes “Remember when there were only 
two airlines and it used to be $500 bucks to fly 
from Melbourne to Sydney.

“Then cheap fares allowed everyone to go 
overseas and the great Australian holiday 
changed.”

So many of the one-time touchstones of 
travel, both domestic and international, have 
now disappeared thanks to modern technology.
•  We don’t carry travellers’ cheques 

anymore.
•  We don’t use paper maps.
•  We don’t use post restante.
•  Our motel breakfast isn’t delivered via a 

funny little hatch.
Most of these advances are great news for 

travellers, the world has never been cheaper 
and easier to explore.

There have never been so many gadgets and 
accessories designed to make our lives easy; 
there have never been so many resources to 
allow us to curate the perfect experience.

In a fast changing world dominated by 
technology, it is nice to know some things will 
never go away.

The appeal of caravanning remains evergreen.
It’s still a wonderful way to get around, slowly 

and steadily, meeting people and enjoying the 
scenery — long may it continue.

Still with a vital role to play is your travel agent.
Everything a travel agent can do, you can do 

by yourself, on the internet.
And yet, there’s no substitute for the expertise 

an agent can bring to your holiday planning, no 
replacement for the safety net they can provide.

It’s also convenient to use a travel agent: 
someone else works out  those tr icky 
connections, finds you a hotel, gets everything 
booked.

Very often it doesn’t cost you any more to 
book through a travel agent who provides you 
with a safety net when things go wrong.

Carolyn Allen is the manager of Warrandyte 
Travel and Cruise.

Call her on 98442477 or email carolyn@
warrandytetravel.com.au

Carolyn’s 
Travel Tips

From Lima to Loch Sport
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By CHRIS SHARP

fitness

By JOSH HUNTLY
WARRANYTE’S 2019 Big V season is 
underway with the Division One Men’s 
and Youth League Women getting off 
to strong starts.

The off-season signings were 
headlined with the inclusion of 
Canadian basketball import Jacob 
Thom and the return of Meg Dargan 
to the Women’s squad.

Thom, a 6’2” Point Guard, arrives at 
Warrandyte on the back of a dominant 
Minor League Basketball Association 
campaign with championship-
winning side Vancouver and an MVP 
title in the National Native Basketball 
Tournament.

On top of his playing role, Thom will 
act as Head Coach of the Men’s Youth 
League side and run clinics for the 
Warrandyte Redbacks.

Meg Dargan also returns to the 
fray, re-joining the Women’s squad 
for the first time since 2016 after a 
stint with Eltham in the 2018 State 
Championship competition.

The Men’s side started the 2019 
season strongly with comfortable 
victories against La Trobe City and 
Coburg before narrowly missing out 
against Bulleen in their first away 
matchup.

Andrew Kelly has been in the thick of 
the action offensively with three strong 
performances so far while Jacob Thom 
wasted no time settling into life at the 
Venom, exploding for 29 points in the 
tight loss.

The Women’s squad have yet to bank 
a win but have shown good form with 
Mollie Burke and Breanna Waugh 
working hard in the first game while 
Meg Dargan shot well from the three-
point line (6/13) to top score in the 
second game.

THIS ARTICLE is a bit self-indulgent 
and I’m using it as much to motivate 
me as well as the rest of you out there.

I used to run all the time. 
Roughly 50-75kms a week.
For some reason I’ve gotten myself 

out of the habit and changed focus 

to weight training which I must 
say I thoroughly enjoy and love the 
benefits of.

I also love the feeling of being 
aerobically fit and the tranquillity of 
running, the feeling of getting fitter and 
running longer distances in shorter 
times, it’s amazingly rewarding.

You feel so light on your feet. I miss 
that feeling, so it’s time to get back to it.

Ease yourself in
It’s easy to fall into the trap of 

ramping up the kilometres too quickly 
especially if you are used to running 
longer and/or faster.

Easing into it means that you will 
need to hold yourself back on your 
runs, both in terms of distance and 
pace.

Although your mind remembers the 
feeling, your body will not and this 
can be frustrating, just remember to 
be patient and to take it slow.

That might mean just 2–5kms at a 
pace that feels like a recovery jog.

But just go with it, the key is to be 
consistent.

If you have been away from running 
for some time, you may feel sore for 
the first two weeks, but this will pass.

Consistency is key, in time — and 
with consistency — you will feel like 
your old running self again.

Run with others
Even when you’re reasonably fit, it’s 

hard to run on your own several days 
a week.

But when you’re coming back after 
a long layoff running with friends, 
colleagues and consistent training 
partners will help you stay motivated 
and accountable.

Variety can make a real difference, 
run with different people, in different 
places, and different times of day and 
it will not get boring.

A fresh approach
Whatever you used to do needs to be 

thrown out the window.
Approach the comeback in two key 

phases: two to three weeks and then 
four to eight weeks.

For the first phase, I’d prescribe 
15–20 minutes for three to four days 
a week, then slowly increase run time 
in phase two.

Also think about establishing a 
running streak — not a daily running 
streak — but instead a streak of how 
many weeks in a row can you be 
consistent in your running week by 
week.

I think you should plan for this kind 
of streak for a minimum of six weeks.

If you can maintain this streak, you 
will start to feel good again and make 
running part of your lifestyle.

Improve your eating habits
This is a big one for me as my clients 

know I “bang on” about good nutrition 

constantly.
Another aspect of training that 

returning runners should be mindful 
of is diet.

That’s not to suggest you don’t eat 
well already, but running can really 
aid in the old calories in vs calories 
out equation.

You don’t need to be carbo-loading 
during the 6-to-8-week phase and 
should instead be using your runs to 
burn the fat that you may have put on 
when you weren’t running.

It’s the perfect time to clean up your 
diet, reduce your caloric intake, and 
try to lose weight.

So, let’s do it together.
I’m starting next week.
I hope you will to.
No  b e tt e r  p l a c e  t o  r u n  t ha n 

Warrandyte and surrounds.

Chris Sharp owns and operates 
rivvaPT 4-5/266 Yarra St Warrandyte  
0419 553 058

By KATRINA BENNETT
THERE I WAS, standing at the 
marshalling area with hundreds of 
other riders, wondering how did I 
find myself here?

The answer was simple, I had been 
hoodwinked by my friends.

“Come for a girls MTB weekend in 
Forrest,” they said.

“It will be fun,” they said
“It’s actually a race” did not one of 

them say.
That is how, this MTB race virgin 

found herself startled by the start gun.
With a response any Pavlovian dog 

would be proud of, I heard the gun 
and took off.

Any nerves I felt quickly dissipated 
as I realised my first rookie error.

Having paid no attention to where 
I was relative to the start line, I 
found myself spending the first few 
kilometres trying to find my way 
through the crowd and get into my 
own comfortable rhythm.

I hate road riding, I hate gravel 
grinding and I’m not real keen on 
fire trails.

I particularly dislike doing all the 
above when it’s all uphill.

Fortunately, I had Sue — one of my 
partners in crime — encouraging me 
along or at the very least ignoring my 
constant swearing and whining.

If Warrandyte prepares you for 
nothing else, it prepares you for hills.

By the time we had got to the top 
we had created a nice gap that left 
me free to fly down Red Carpet with 
a grin big enough to been seen from 
the International Space Station.

The kilometres flew by and I was 
feeling better and better — until I hit 

The Corporate Ladder.
And just like every other corporate 

ladder I’ve encountered in my life, 
I’ve just stood there and let everyone 
climb above me.

The bottleneck of riders trying to 
ride, walk, run or in my case, stagger 
up the sandy track was nothing if not 
amusing to watch.

The last five kilometres woke me up 
to my second rookie error.

I hadn’t really cottoned onto the 
whole asking riders to let me pass 
concept. 

Finding myself boxed in, I just 
couldn’t get the rhythm and speed 
that I wanted to finish the race.

Crossing the finish line my stoke 
factor was at an all-time high.

I had achieved my goals and then 
some.

I had nothing left to do but cheer 
on all my mates as they finished and 
absorb the infamous Otway Odyssey 
atmosphere.

Oh, and concede that they were 
right.

It was FUN.

Cardio: It is time to lace up your runners

Venom back on court

Photo: SANDI MILLER

Jacob Thom running U11 Girls skills session

The Youth Men have also faced some 
stiff opposition to start the season, and 
are yet to register a win.

Sebastian Goldby and Nathan Stewart 
have spear-headed the campaign so far 
while Aaron Klos’ performance against 
Frankston nearly dragged the squad 
over the line in a seven-point loss.

The Youth Women are off to a flyer, 

undefeated after two games and 
kicking off the season with a thrilling 
one-point win against Camberwell.

Taylah Heath proved to be the 
difference in that game with a strong 
performance all around the court while 
Claudia Kuen was solid across both 
games, leaving the Venom second on 
the ladder.

Two-wheel odyssey 
in The Otway Ranges
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By JOSH HUNTLY
FINALS FEVER took over at Warrandyte 
Reserve as the 4th and 6th XI carried 
the hopes of the cricket club into the 
pointy end of the season.

The 4th XI took the long way to an 
appearance in the E-Grade Grand 
Final while the 6th XI were bundled 
out in their Elimination Final.

4th XI

Qualifying Final
Warrandyte 94  

(Ison 28)  
def by Mooroolbark 219  

(T Jackson 3/29, J Stubbs 2/20)
Preliminary Final
Warrandyte 9/257  

(Wellesley 84, Croft 82)  
def Templeton 159 
(J Weatherley 3/25,  

Brown/Prangley 2/15)
Grand Final

Warrandyte 27 
(Croft 8)  

def by Mooroolbark 146 
(Gidley 3/16, Brown 3/21)

Warrandyte faced off  against 
Mooroolbark in the E-Grade decider 
with both teams coming off strong 
performances in the round preceding.

Mooroolbark had the better of 

Warrandyte in the Qualifying Final in a 
125-run victory at Warrandyte Reserve.

But the Bloods overcame Templeton 
in the Preliminary Final thanks to 
80 runs apiece to Dan Wellesley and 
Nathan Croft, with James Weatherley’s 
3/25 and two wickets each to John 
Prangley and Harry Brown, propelling 
the team into the Grand Final at 
Mooroolbark Heights.

A strong Warrandyte supporter 
contingent watched on as Mooroolbark 
won the toss and chose to bat on a 
large, slow ground where runs would 
be hard to come by.

Warrandyte made early inroads with 
wickets to Dean Gidley and Harry 
Brown getting the side off to a positive 
start to keep Mooroolbark to 3/56 at 
drinks.

Skipper Shaun Ison came on to bowl 
and toiled hard for 17 overs, coming 
away with figures of 2/30.

Harry Brown continued his excellent 
finals form with his third and final 
wicket to help reduce Mooroolbark to 
6/99 before a spirited fightback saw 
them climb to 146 until Jake Stubbs 
finished the job to have the Bloods 
chasing 147 for a premiership victory.

From here, the game began to 
unravel for the visitors as they came 

in to bat. 
Warrandyte crumbled to 4/11 but 

there was still a slight glimmer of 
hope remaining with Ison and Drew 
El-Moussali at the crease.

Both batsmen fell before drinks 
however and Mooroolbark took the 
remaining four wickets before the tea 
break, dismissing Warrandyte for 27 
with Dean Gidley the last batsman 
standing on six not out.

6th XI
Semi Final

Warrandyte 116 
( Rees 33, Danisch 3/12, Matthews 

2/14, King 2/14)  
def by Mooroolbark 8/127 
(Jennings 31, Lawson 3/21,  

Stubbs 2/21)
W a r r a n d y t e ’s  o t h e r  f i n a l s 

representative team locked horns with 
Mooroolbark after a strong finish to the 
home and away seasoned launched 
them into premiership contention.

I n  t h e  s p l i t- i n n i n g s  f o r m a t , 
Mooroolbark were sent in to bat 
first and after their first stint found 
themselves 4/62.

Adam Lawson was the pick of the 
bowlers with 3/21, skipper Bill Stubbs 
took 2/21 while Steven Warr bowled 
an impressive seven maidens off his 

14 overs for the match.
An early collapse left the Bloods on 

the brink at 4/32 but managed to rally 
with solid scores from Graham Rees 
(33) and Steve Warr (24) to finish on 
116.

Warrandyte needed 6 wickets for 
victory while Mooroolbark required 
54 runs. 

At 8/107 the game was there for the 
taking for both sides but it would be 
Mooroolbark who took the chocolates 
over a gallant 6th XI outfit.

The side took Mooroolbark all the 
way in the sudden-death Elimination 
Final but fell agonisingly short, 
drawing a close to a productive season 
for the side.

Junior Premiers
Warrandyte’s junior cricketers tasted 

premiership success as the Under 12-8 
and Under 14-2 sides brought home 
flags for the club.

The U16-3s also progressed to their 
Grand Final after a thrilling one-run 
victory in the Semi-Final but couldn’t 
topple South Warrandyte.

U14
The U14s celebrated a hard fought 

win against Lilydale in a genuine team 
performance with contributors across 

the board.
A superb batting performance 

was highlighted by the fact that six 
Warrandyte batsman scored over 20 
with Hunter Hodgson’s 36 and 31* 
from Cohen Croft driving Warrandyte 
to a score of 246.

Hodgson again found himself in the 
thick of the action with two wickets 
while Isaac Rakuscek backed up his 
astonishing 5/1 in the previous final 
with two of his own.

U12
The U12s were superb against 

Mooroolbark, with many players 
picking up their first premiership 
medallions for the Bloods.

The runs were shared around with 
Gus Callan, Sam McAlistar and Mason 
Scott-Bommert doing the majority of 
the damage to post 4/124.

The bowling attack could not be 
faulted as every player took their 
chance to bowl tight line and lengths.

Callan was again in the thick of the 
action in the bowling innings, taking 
a miserly 2/7 off his three overs while 
Lenny Reddaway took the third.

Warrandyte managed to keep the 
opposition to 95 runs and celebrated 
a fantastically fought premiership with 
coach Ben Taylor.

Warrandyte signs off on season with two sides in finals

By JAMES POYNER
THE BUSHFIRES in Gippsland and an 
unexpected Total Fire Ban may have 
put some people off, but those who 
congregated at Warrandyte Reserve 
for the ninth instalment on Run 
Warrandyte were not left hot and 
bothered.

An expanded event village and an 
impressive array of businesses on the 
netball courts meant there was plenty 
for runners to see, do, buy, drink and 
chat about before the business of 
running commenced.

For the second year in a row, runners 
would ascend the slopes of Everard 
Drive before taking to the trails in The 
Pound, which included — thanks to 
the generous support of Jan Day — a 
mad-dash through the grounds of her 
property between Pound Road and the 
riverside walking trail.

Although some were caught out by 
the heat, most managed to complete 
their chosen distance with a smile, 
and a one-litre drink bottle courtesy 
of Warrandyte Community Bank was 
well received.

This year’s 15km race was taken by  

 
Johnny Kingma, a runner from the 
northeast suburbs who, the previous 
week, placed 6th in the 42km course 
at the Roller Coaster Run in the 
Dandenong Ranges.

It is the first time that Johnny has run 
the course and he told the Diary how 
he was impressed at how scenic it is.

People of all ages, from all over 
Victoria came to Warrandyte to 
participate in our villages annual fun 
run and talk on the ground is that 
people were surprised by the course 
and thoroughly enjoyed it.

With a smattering of attendance 
from local running clubs including 
Generation Run, Diamond Creek 
Runners, Westerfoldians and Victorian 
Ultra Runners, race organisers hope 
talk of the Run Warrandyte course will 
spread and that attendance will be up 
for next year.

Of course, 2020 will be the 10th 
anniversary of the run, planning 
has already started on what should 
be another awesome instalment of 
Warrandyte’s most athletic event on 
the festival calendar.

Homespun run fun

U8 Ryder Nummy finishing with dad Aaron

By JOSH HUNTLY
AS ROUND ONE closes in and footy 
fever begins to grip the community 
yet again, Warrandyte Football Club 
held their annual season launch at the 
Grand with an AFL/VFL legend helping 
to officially usher in an exciting season.

Essendon and Richmond Great Kevin 
Sheedy was this year’s keynote speaker, 
regaling the crowd with stories about 
his career and imparting wisdom about 
the philosophy of footy while noting 
that “the culture at the club is fantastic”.

“How exciting is it to walk in and feel 
that energy — it’s tremendous to see 
a club ready to kick start the season.”

He touched on the importance of 
belief in the footballing community and 
recalled his early playing experiences, 
admitting when he was a younger man 
he just wanted to have a crack to see if 
he could simply amount to anything 
as a footballer. 

“When I was the last guy picked on a 
side at training I actually said I’m going 
to beat my captain — I asked Tom Hafey 
[Coach] if I could play on Roger Dean 
[ex-Richmond captain] — I said I want 
to beat the captain because if I beat the 
captain I know I’ll be ok — if you can’t 
believe in yourself how can you expect 
others to believe in you. 

“Unless you actually stand there and 
say ‘no we’re going to be a great club’ 
— that goes for every person in this 

room — if you want to be a great club 
then that’s up to you.

“All you’ve got to do is be patient, keep 
the morale up and hopefully this year 
will be an exciting year for all of you. 

“Good luck for this season.”
The new players were invited to the 

front to accept their playing jumpers.
Among this raft of new players were 

Luke Hodge, Paul Donahoo, Tim Foster 
and returning Warrandyte premiership 
player Chris Tout.

Jack Grimes was also welcomed to 
accept his jumper, with the number 17 
set to be one to watch over the course 
of the year.

Last years coaching staff remains 
unchanged and Senior Coach Anthony 
McGregor went into detail about what 
it would take to turn season 2019 into 
a successful venture in Division Three, 
admitting that preparation for the 
season was already in motion as early 
as the final siren in the last round of 
2018.

“The Sunday after our final siren I 
started pestering Parksy (Luke Parker) 
about the season coming, and we 
recognised what we needed as a 
football club.

“Our goal was to set some foundations 
and in those foundations, something to 
build on — I reckon we did that (last 
year) but our ability was untapped.”

After a solid pre-Christmas training 

program in the clubroom’s gym, 
McGregor says the buy-in was there 
from the very start of pre-season.

“The one thing we spoke about most 
and the main thing we always come 
back to is the commitment of the 
Warrandyte playing group — the one 
thing we needed was commitment. 

“Come night one of pre-season 
training, we were rapt to have 30 blokes 
in the gym hitting bags.

“From there our numbers were 
fantastic, we were averaging 50–55 guys 
a night, sometimes 60. 

“We sacrificed the time, we sacrificed 
little bits and pieces to achieve as a 
team, 19s, Reserves and Seniors.”

“Those little things start building, the 
excitement, the momentum has just 
snowballed.

“We look for great people to join 
our footy club and I believe in our 
recruitment that was the first box we 
ticked — it’s just a bonus that they can 
also play great football.”

The Senior Captains were unveiled 
shortly after with Michael Cullum 
announced to continue as skipper 
and Luke Dunn set to join him as Vice-
Captain once again.

A third member of the leadership 
group was announced to the crowd 
with young gun Nikoda Brooking’s 
leadership qualities propelling him to 
the vice-captaincy alongside Dunn.

Warrandyte Football Club holds season launch

Football great Kevin Sheedy with WFC President Peter Hookey

Sponsorship Manager Jackie Austin 
extended the thanks of the club to its 
raft of community sponsors, reading 
out the names of every organisation 
that currently backs Warrandyte, 
highlighting the strength of the club’s 
community relations.

Club President Peter Hookey also 
acknowledged the contributions of 

Warrandyte’s retiring players such as 
senior regular Troy Ratcliffe and 2018 
Reserves captain Trent Parker. 

Bloods footy is back and supporters 
can catch the clubs push for finals, 
which began with a home game on 
April 6 against Glen Waverley, watch 
for the match report in next month’s 
Diary.

Runners enjoying the pre-race warm up
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