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OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

The Diary’s researchers have taken 
a peek into the archives to see 
what was happening in Warrandyte 
a century ago and guess what they 
found?

SOLDIER AND 
SWEETHEART

Newcastle Morning Herald  
Saturday, March 22, 1919, Page 10

An interesting dispute concerning the 
allotment money of a soldier named George 
Livingstone Campbell is being ventilated in 
the court.
The soldier, who is now carrying on the 
peaceful calling of a valet, was engaged when 
he went to the war to one Ivy Robinson, and 
he made an allotment in her favour of 3s 
per day.
During her lover’s absence the young 
lady received £170 8s on account of the 
allotment, and, according to Campbell’s 
story, it was to be banked, with a view of 
establishing a home should he be fated to 
come back from the war.
When the lovers met after Campbell’s 
return, there was a coolness between 
them, Campbell complaining of the limited 
number of letters which he had received 

from his fiancée, and the brevity of their 
contents.
When he came down to business, and asked 
for some of the allotment money she put 
him off, and he had not been able to induce 
her to hand any of it over.
The young lady’s defence was that she was 
told she could do what she liked with the 
money, and had spent it.
Judge Wasley was not favourably impressed 
with the stand taken by Miss Robinson, 
and told her that he would like to make an 
order if he could that she pay the money or 
go to gaol.
She stuck to it that she had spent the money, 
and when pressed by the Judge to say how, 
said she had had a trip to New Zealand, and 
that her expenditure had been at the rate of 
£10 a week.
Interrogated further, she admitted to 
a holiday at  Warrandyte,  having put in 
eighteen weeks there, but showed a mistake 
somewhere in the calculation, as the period 
was supposed to run from Christmas Eve.
The Judge did not believe the girl when she 
alleged that the money was given her to do 
what she liked with, and he regarded her as 
untruthful and unreliable.
He thought she had the money planted 
somewhere, and to give her an opportunity 
of restoring it, he would adjourn the hearing 
to a day to be fixed.
He also, as an additional inducement 

to her to repay the money, threatened 
imprisonment under the Fraudulent 
Debtors Act if she did not do so.

EIGHT FLU DEATHS 
YESTERDAY

The Argus  
Saturday, February 15, 1919,  Page 19  

IN THE HOSPITALS (excerpt)

A cheering start in the returns for the 
11 principal hospitals yesterday was 
the marked drop in the death rate; the 
mortality being eight as compared with 13 
on Thursday and 19 on Wednesday. 
Yesterday’s fatal cases were the lowest 
recorded for a single day since February 4. 
Discharges numbered 118 as against 64 the 
previous day. 
Yesterday’s discharges have only been 
exceeded on one occasion, February 8. 
The serious and dangerous cases show a 
slight increase while the admissions show a 
decrease of three on Thursday’s total. 
There are 1,046 patients in hospital as 
compared with 1,073 the previous day.
The first case of influenza at East Doncaster 
was reported to the Doncaster Council on 
Friday.
This makes the second in the shire, a visitor 
from Sydney staying at Warrandyte being 
the other patient…

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHThe more things change... 
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By JAMES POYNER
OVER THE PAST few months, the Diary 
has received a number of letters from 
residents who are concerned with the 
fate of the Queen of the Shire, especially 
in the wake of the installation of a truck 
rollover warning sign where Deborah 
Halpern’s sculpture used to stand.

With works on the bridge nearing 
completion and — until recently — the 
very large warning sign still in place, 
the community is after reassurances 
that the towns beloved sculpture will 
be reinstalled with care.

In late January, Stephane Hinkeesing, 
Manager Structures Metro, VicRoads, 
told the Diary “[the] sign warning 
trucks to slow down will soon be 
relocated further down the road.

“The Queen of the Shire will be 
reinstalled as close as possible to its 
previous location.”

Follow ing the publication of 
February’s Diary, North Warrandyte 
resident David Bradtke, sent in a letter 
expressing his objection to the large 
road sign.

“The size of this sign is excessive 
when a smaller sign would suffice.

I have no idea where Dorah 
H a l p e r n ’ s  s c u l p t u r e  w i l l  b e 
reinstalled.

This sign overshadows everything.
I understand that a sign maybe 

necessar y but please, one of a 
reasonable size.”

The installation of the Queen of the 
Shire, once the bridge is completed, 
was also one of the conditions imposed 
by Nillumbik Shire Council when they 
granted the permit for works on the 
north bank in 2017, we relayed Mr 
Bradtke’s concerns to Nillumbik 
Council.

“The Queen of the Shire is Nillumbik’s 
newest and one of the most treasured 
sculptures in the municipality,” said 
Nillumbik Mayor Karen Egan.

“Every effort is being made to re-
install her in, or as close to, her original 
position without compromising its 
artistic integrity.

“I’m proud of our Shire’s artistic 
reputation and that’s why we’re 
working with VicRoads to re-install 
her as soon as possible, in the safest 
location, with the upmost care to 
ensure she can once again reign over 
our Shire for generations to come,” 
she said.

Although Warrandyte residents may 
have to wait perhaps months before 
the Queen is re-seated, at least there 
can be some reassurance that it will 
be done properly.

By DAVID HOGG
WITH THE BRIDGE upgrade almost 
complete, it is time to take stock at 
what over a year of construction has 
delivered.

Re ga rd l e s s  o f  a ny  p e rc e i v e d 
improvements to traffic flow, the 
purpose of this upgrade is to facilitate 
evacuation in an emergency.

Architecture
The new bridge is a masterpiece of 

civil engineering, sensitively designed 
and constructed and with the heritage 
and rural values of the area largely 
maintained.

For this we owe a huge vote of thanks 
to the community groups and the 
Urban Design Advisory Panel (UDAP) 
who sat through many meetings 
with VicRoads and the contractors 
to ensure that the design would be 
acceptable.

The diverse group that made up 
UDAP, with conflicting opinions meant 
meetings were often tumultuous but 
UDAP’s input into the final finish of 
the bridge cannot be ignored.

We now have three traffic lanes, well 
surfaced and marked, a good pathway 
on the upstream side and a wide 
pathway on the downstream side, with 
attractive green railings providing safe 
segregation of pedestrians from traffic, 
while still maintaining visibility of the 
beautiful Yarra River below, for both 

pedestrians and drivers.
Colourful bollards are in place and 

complement four local stone cairns 
— sensitively designed echoes of stone 
end-walls — at each of the abutments 
to the bridge.

The original “C.R.B. 1955” plate has 
been incorporated into one of the 
cairns.

Opposite each cairn, a sculptured 
rust-effect steel plate with a gum leaf 
pattern has been incorporated into the 
outer railings.

At sunrise on the east side and at 
sunset on the west side the sun shines 
through these sculptures and traces a 
wonderful dotted outline of the gum 
leaf onto the pathway.

The roundabout has been cleverly 
reconstructed, with the tree still in 
place, and with provision for heavy 
trucks and buses to slightly override 
the edges.

A new pedestrian crossing provides 
safe passage across the bridge 
approach on the north side of Yarra 
Street.

Traffic lights now control the 
intersection on the north side of the 
bridge.

It is all looking great; it’s just a shame 
about the traffic.

Traffic survey
In April 2016, we published the 

results of a very detailed survey 

of traffic crossing the bridge that 
was conducted by TrafficWorks for 
VicRoads in 2015.

F o r  c o m p a r i s o n ,  t h e  D i a r y 
conducted a similar survey during 
week commencing February 18.

See traffic flow table below.
Southbound traffic

Morning queues are reduced 
significantly to the extent that most 
peak traffic gets through with only one 
or two changes of the lights, and now 
moves quickly off the bridge at the 
southern end.

Residents in North Warrandyte are 
pleased with the traffic lights which 
have now been tuned to give a better 
balance between Research Road and 
Kangaroo Ground Road traffic.

Northbound traffic
The traffic lights now add an 

impediment to the previously free 
flow north of the bridge, and evening 
traffic is often banked up to West End 
from the west or to Falconer Road from 
the east, with occasional gridlock at the 
roundabout which clears quickly once 
the lights change.

Pedestrians
Overall  i t  is  a  mixed bag for 

pedestrians.
They now have three new places 

of priority to cross, two north of the 

bridge at the lights and one at the 
south end of the bridge on the new 
pedestrian crossing.

However, as our correspondents 
pointed out last month, there is still 
no provision anywhere for pedestrians 
to cross Yarra Street with priority, 
other than at the pedestrian lights in 
the village.

C ro s s i n g  Ya r ra  St re e t  at  t h e 
roundabout from the bus stop, as 
many schoolchildren do, is now a more 
tricky business than ever as westbound 
traffic comes from two directions and 
eastbound traffic now has two busy 
lanes for pedestrians to cross without 
any priority.

Cyclists
We were promised that the wide 

pathway on the downstream side of the 
bridge would be a “shared pathway” 
for use by pedestrians and cyclists.

However, at the time of going to press 
it has not been marked as such and it is 
therefore a footpath and riding a bike 
on it is illegal (under 12s excepted).

During the time of our survey, five 
cyclists crossed the bridge northbound, 
four of them in the traffic lane and one 

on the footpath.
Even if the footpath is eventually 

marked as shared, it will only be of 
advantage to those from the village 
cycling to Research Road, as all other 
routes require a dismount and a walk 
across the pedestrian crossing or at 
the lights.

Progress on completion
Work done in the last month includes 

installing a waterproof membrane, 
laying new asphalt, completing line 
marking, getting a permanent power 
connection to the traffic lights, further 
work on the pedestrian railings, 
installing expansion joints, and a 
splitter island refuge at the south end 
of the bridge.

Work still to be done includes 
completion of the pedestrian railing 
on the north side, deciding what to do 
with the truck sign on the north side, 
reinstalling the Queen of the Shire, 
further final landscaping and complete 
clearing of the work site at the old 
tennis courts.

Although the utilitarian aspect of the 
bridge is near-enough complete, there 
is still quite a bit of work to do.

Bridgeworks: it is time to take stock

Traffic flow Peak Period Total Across Bridge

June 2015 February 2019

Southbound
7:15am – 8:15am 1,090 1,164

4:45pm – 5:45pm 612 621

Northbound
7:15am – 8:15am 513 498

4:45pm – 5:45pm 1,149 1,134

Traffic flow comparison table

Traffic flow results have been summarised for this story.
If you would like to  see all the data collected in the 2019 survey, please contact the Diary.

Community concern 
for gateway icon
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By DAVID HOGG
IN A DEVASTATING blow to Green 
Wedge supporters, Manningham 
Council has ignored the major 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  f r o m  t h e 
independent Planning Panel enquiry 
into Manningham Council’s C117 
Planning Scheme and is pushing 
ahead with its intention to encourage 
tourist-related developments in the 
Green Wedge.

The most contentious aspect of 
C117 is the change to the Municipal 
Strategic Statement (MSS) at Clause 
21.07 which sought to give greater 
support to tourism in the Rural 
Conservation Zone (RCZ).

This clause was hotly contested by 
local environmentalists.

The Planning Panel recommended 
Clause 21.07 be thrown out, citing 

“the broader policy position to 
support more tourism in the Green 
Wedge is contrary to sound planning 
and runs counter to the purposes of 
the RCZ.”

It was expected that Council would 
adopt the recommendations of the 
Planning Panel.

However,  in a surprise move 
t h e  P l a n n i n g  D e p a r t m e n t  a t 
Manningham recommended to the 
full Council at their February meeting 
that the proposed changes to 21.07 
be left in, and the C117 amendment 
be forwarded to the Minister for 
P l a n n i n g ,  T h e  H o n   R i c h a r d 
Wynne MP, for final approval.

At the Council meeting on February 
26, Cr Paul McLeish proposed that the 
Council Officers’ recommendations 
be adopted.

He described the Planning Panel’s 
recommendation on dropping the 
proposed change to the MSS as 
“laughable” and believed that “the 
Panel didn’t know what they were 
talking about.”

Cr McLeish pointed out that the 
other provisions of the MSS would still 
prevent detrimental developments 
such as the Brumby’s Road Hotel 
which had been rejected by Council 
and VCAT.

Cr Sophy Galbally seconded Cr 
McLeish’s motion.

Cr Andrew Conlon was the only 
dissenter and would have liked to 
have seen the Council adopt the 
Planning Panel report in full, stating: 
“This is all about protecting the Green 
Wedge”.

The motion to adopt the officers’ 

recommendations and forward the 
adopted amendment to the Minister 
for approval was agreed to by eight 
votes to one.

Councillors who voted for the 
motion were… Crs Piccinini, Galbally, 
Kleinert, McLeish, Haynes, Chen, 
Zafiropoulos and Gough.

Against the motion was Cr. Conlon.
Spokesman for WCA, Don Macrae, 

told the Diary: “It is very disappointing 
to us that Manningham Council 
continues to advocate for its amended 
MSS in the face of the Planning 
Panel’s findings.

“The purposes of the Green Wedge 
are conservation and agriculture; 
not commercial development which, 
unless associated with agriculture, 
belongs in the townships.”

The Council’s decision will come 

as welcome news to developers, 
entrepreneurs and businesses 
wanting to improve and provide 
new facilities for tourists in the area 
such as Jamie Day who is seeking to 
promote an eco-friendly low-impact 
tourist camping facility at Pound 
Bend.

John Di Pietro, co-founder of 
Olivigna and director of Brumby’s 
Road Investments Pty Ltd — the 
company which had its application 
for a planning permit for a hotel in 
Brumbys Road turned down by VCAT 
last year — advised the Diary that he 
will be eagerly awaiting the Minister’s 
decision.

The final decision will rest with the 
Minister and it is expected that his 
decision will be known within the 
next couple of months.

By JAMES POYNER
T H E  V I C T O R I A N  E l e c t o r a l 
Commission (VEC) is conducting an 
Electoral Representation Review of 
Nillumbik Shire Council.

In this review, the VEC will look at 
Council elements such as the number 
of councillors, the number of wards,  
where the wards are located and how 
many councillors represent each ward.

The VEC conduct this review of every 
Council in the state every 12 years.

Submissions for the Preliminary 
Report are being accepted until 5pm, 
Wednesday, March 13 and can be 
submitted to the VEC in writing or 
through their website.

VEC Electoral  Commissioner, 
Warwick Gately AM is encouraging 
all Nillumbik Shire residents to get 
involved, as this review will determine 
how residents are represented by 
Council.

“The opportunity to have your say 
doesn’t come around too often, so 
it’s important to have a broad range 
of community members contributing 
to the shape of their local democracy.

“If you are interested in the future 
electoral structure of your local area, I 
encourage you to get involved.

“Public submissions are a vital part of 
the review process, providing valuable 
local knowledge and perspectives,” 
he said.

At the last review in 2008, the VEC 
report recommended the Shire reduce 
the number of Wards from nine to 
seven.

Council are vying to maintain the 

status quo, passing a motion 
at the February 26 Ordinary 
Meeting to submit to the VEC 
that it retains the seven single 
councillor ward structure.

The submission continues 
to summarise that current 
structure is “consistent with 
seven distinct geographical 
communities of interest”, that 
under a single councillor 
per ward, it is easy for that 
person to represent  the 
diverse interests of the wards 
occupants and that under the 
current system “responsibility 
for an issue is less likely to be 
passed from one councillor to 
another”.

Yet, current submissions 
from residents do not support 
this view.

V i n c e  B a g u s a u s k a s  i s 
submitting a multimember 
structure be introduced 
into the ward structure and 
proposes this would lead to 
members serving for the “greater 
good of the community” as “all have 
to consider all views”.

Narelle Campbell is submitting a 
proportional representational model, 
similar to the Federal Senate.

“The Senate model in Nillumbik 
would provide equal representation 
of urban and rural residents at council.

“This would go some way towards 
ensur ing  urban residents  and 
landowners, and rural residents and 
landowners are fairly represented and 

their needs inform local priorities, 
decisions and laws”.

Local activist and former Greens 
candidate in the 2018 State election, 
Ben Ramcharan also supports the 
concept of proportional representation 
and is currently campaigning for 
Nillumbik residents to endorse the 
idea.

“Polit ical  views in Nil lumbik 
are deeply divided between pro-
environment and pro-development.

“Each election, the council seems 
to switch between the two points 

of view. This causes a lack 
of continuity, which is a big 
problem.”

“ W i t h  p r o p o r t i o n a l 
representation, there would 
be a greater diversity of voices 
and councillors would need to 
negotiate, as it would be very 
difficult for either side to get an 
absolute majority.

“ T h i s  w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n 
proposals to council being 
more acceptable to both sides 
and less likely to get revoked.

“It would also mean less 
drastic changes at council 
elections, resulting in greater 
continuity for the shire,” he 
said.

With many shire residents 
c o m p l a i n i n g  a b o u t  t h e 
town vs country divide and 
community groups within the 
Green Wedge fighting with 
each other and council over 
ideological differences, the 
proportional representation 

model has promise, but is not a golden 
ticket.

Electoral boundaries, both within 
and without the Shire are driven — 
under State law — by the concept 
of maintaining a consistent voter/
c ou n c i l l o r  rat i o  a n d  w i t h  t h e 
population spread as it is within 
Nillumbik, there will always be more 
councillors in the more densely 
populated urban areas.

But this level of change is not part 
of the current VEC review, although 

the review offers a great platform 
to discuss this issue and maybe 
even begin working on a governing 
solution to bring about ideological and 
geographical balance.

“The biggest solvable issue for rural 
residents is that half of them are not 
currently represented by their local 
councillor because of the political 
divide in Nillumbik.

“ A l t h o u g h  p r o p o r t i o n a l 
representation may not solve the 
problem of rural residents getting less 
councillors, what it will do is ensure 
that all rural residents are represented 
by at least one of their councillors,” said 
Mr Ramcharan.

If you are interested in posting a 
submission for the preliminary part 
of this review you can do it online 
via the VEC website, by email to  
nillumbik.review@vec.vic.gov.au 
or via post to Victorian Electoral 
Commission Level 11, 530 Collins 
Street, Melbourne, 3000.

All  submissions must contain 
your full name, address and contact 
number.

All submissions will be published on 
the VEC website or will be available for 
public inspection at the VEC office in 
Melbourne.

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y 
su b m i s s i o n s,  a  re p o r t  w i l l  b e 
published by the VEC and a window 
for submitting responses to this report 
will open.

The VEC review of Manningham 
Council is scheduled to take place 
before the 2020 Municipal Election but 
a date has not yet been announced.

By SANDI MILLER
NILLUMBIK Council is considering 
a report to cease providing a wildlife 
euthanising service across the Shire.

The service attends to the euthanasia 
of injured wildlife and domestic 
animals on both public and private 
land, in accordance with the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals Act 1968.

Wherever possible, qualified and 
accredited officers are obliged to 
minimise the suffering of injured 
animals where a recovery from injuries 
is unlikely.

The service also seeks to minimise 
the chance of injured wildlife creating 
a hazard on public roads.

The service is provided 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.

Currently, two licensed Rangers 
attend to incidents within business 
hours and a contractor delivers the 
service outside of business hours.

In May 2018, Council engaged 
Maddocks Lawyers and PPB Advisory 
(now part of PWC) to undertake an 
independent audit and review of its 
past, present and future management 
of its wildlife euthanising service and 
related management of firearms.

The audit report was presented to 
Council’s Audit Committee on August 
13, 2018, due to the Committee’s 
risk management advisory role and 
expertise.

At its meeting, the Audit Committee 

decided that the Council should 
c o n s i d e r  m a k i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e 
arrangements to deliver these services 
in the future.

Since then, officers have continued 
to seek alternatives for the provision 
of this service, and have commenced 
engaging with key stakeholders such as 
the Victoria Police and Wildlife Victoria 
in preparation for Council exiting this 
service.

In a report considered at the Council’s 
February Future Nillumbik Committee 
meeting, Councillors were briefed on 
a report which addressed the costs 
of providing this service, and the 
Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) 
risks associated with the management 
and use of firearms in the day to day 
duties of Community Safety Officers 
(i.e. Rangers).

The report recommended that 
Council “support officers in engaging 
key stakeholders to develop an orderly 
exit from this service”.

The report went on to recommend:

• Immediately cease providing  
 the injured wildlife euthanisation  
 service on private property and  
 only focus on risks within the  
 public realm.

• Direct officers to continue an  
 engage with Victoria Police, 
  Wildlife Victoria and other 
  stakeholder organisations in  

 formulating an exit of this service.

• Direct officers to negotiate  
 a support package for Wildlife  
 Victoria for a period of three  
 years to ensure that they continue  
 to be adequately funded within  
 Nillumbik to provide this service  
 as they do across the rest of  
 Victoria.

• Endorse a planned exit from  
 the injured wildlife euthanisation  
 service in its entirety by no later  
 than June 30, 2019.

Council also heard that the financial 
benefit of exiting this service will be a 
direct cost saving of $56,000 annually as 
well as freeing up the time of Rangers to 
attend to other duties.

The report noted that the trend 
amongst other councils has been 
to pull out of this service, with all 
councils surveyed having stopped using 
firearms, while two have moved to using 
bolt guns.

“The remaining councils either 
ceased providing the service, or had 
never provided the service.

“Concerns relating to the overall 
risk of handling of firearms; whether 
councils really should be in the business 
of handling firearms; and points of 
decreasing demand, or access to other 
agencies (such as the police) being 
better suited to providing the service 
were all points put forward by these 
councils”, the report stated.

T h e  C o m m i t t e e  t o o k  t h e 
recommendations on advisement and 
has commissioned a period of public 
consultation and a further report to be 
considered at their May meeting.

Council representation under review

Council ignores Planning Panel on Green Wedge

Nillumbik considers outsourcing euthanasia
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By COREY BLACKWELL
WARRANDYTE Community Bank 
Branch has recently purchased seven 
new automatic external defibrillators 
which have been installed throughout 
the greater Warrandyte area.

The defibrillators, which were 
purchased as part of the bank’s Defib 
Your Community program, were part 
of a $20,000 contribution by the local 
branch.

Branch Chair Aaron Farr said the 
defibrillators were one of the most 
important investments the bank has 
ever put into the community.

“Over the next 20 years, if one of our 
new defibrillators can be used to save 
one life, it will be worth all the money 
we’ve invested”.

Community liaison officer Dee 
Dickson said the program was 
s o m e t h i ng  t h e  b a n k  wa s  ve r y 
passionate about.

“The directors are volunteers on 
the Board because they believe 
in community and want the best 
outcomes for our community.

“As soon as they heard about the 
program, they unanimously said ‘we’re 
in, let’s do it’.”

Ambulance Victoria figures show 
approximately 6,000 people suffer a 
cardiac arrest outside of hospital each 
year in Victoria.

The new defibrillators, which are fixed 
externally to buildings throughout the 
community, are accessible 24/7 and 

are designed to assist in these exact 
emergency scenarios. 

Advanced Life Support Paramedic 
Bec Hodgson said with greater access 
to a defibrillator in the community, 
chances of surviving a cardiac arrest 
are greatly increased.

“The management of a patient 
between the time of collapse and the 
arrival of an ambulance is vital.

“Survival rates nearly double when 
a defibrillator has been used prior to 
paramedic arrival,” she said.

While most businesses will have a 
defibrillator, it may only be available 
during business hours, these new 
externally mounted units give people 
a chance when a cardiac arrest occurs 
outside of business hours — like on a 
Monday.

“If you’re going for a 7am walk along 
the river, they’re not available.

“Hopefully the community doesn’t 
need them, but these new external 
defibrillators are an insurance policy 
in case they do.”

As well as providing a priceless 
benefit to the community, the new 
defibrillators will relieve some of the 
stress for emergency services workers 
and volunteers, who respond to these 
calls.

“They may make the difference 
between a patient still being in cardiac 
arrest or having come out of it when the 
ambulance arrives,” said Ms Hodgson. 

Aside from funding the program, the 

bank is also working with emergency 
services organisations to encourage 
those members of the community who 
already have defibrillators to register 
them with Ambulance Victoria.

The more defibrillators which are 
registered means an Emergency 
Services Telecommunication Agency 
worker can direct someone calling 000 
to the nearest unit, potentially saving 
someone’s life.

“There’s no point in someone calling 
000 and the operator not knowing 
there is a defibrillator two doors down 
because it’s not registered,” said Mr 
Farr.

The defibrillators were purchased 
through non-for-profit organisation 
Defib For Life, which also provides 
on-going support for the machines, 
including regular checks and training.

The bank will be working with Defib 
For Life to organise training sessions 
in the coming months for those 
interested in building confidence with 
the defibrillators.

Although proper training on how 
to use one of these units will mean 
they are used properly, and promptly 
during an emergency, Ms Hodgson 
says they are also designed so anyone 
can assist someone suffering from a 
cardiac arrest.

“The unit will talk you through what 
you need to do in simple steps and 
you will have the support of the 000 
call taker also helping you through 

the process”.
Mr Farr said the training will be 

directed at building confidence with 
the machines.

“If you’re more confident in using 
something, you’re more likely to pick 
it up and use it.

“When people actually feel confident 
in using it, it empowers them to say, ‘I 
know how to make a difference myself’.

“So, it’s no longer just this daunting 
box on the side of the wall,” he said. 

Warrandyte Community Bank will 
continue to fund the Defib Your 
Community program, and have two 
more defibrillators already lined up.

“We’re going to keep rolling them out 
until you can’t go 10 minutes without 
seeing one,” said Ms Dickson.

“By us dotting them around the 
community, with some even only 200 
metres apart, we’re really increasing 
the outcomes for members of our 

community if something drastic 
happens.”

Ms Dickson reminds us that it is 
the profits gained from banking 
with Warrandyte Community Bank 
which goes towards funding projects 
like this and through locals and 
businesses banking locally, they can 
be proud knowing their money is being 
reinvested in the health of their local 
community.

“People are making a difference 
just by banking here — it’s so simple,” 
she said.

Members of the community with 
defibrillators can register them 
with Ambulance Victoria via www.
reigstermyaed.ambulance.vic.gov.au 
or call 1800 233 734.

Anyone wishing to participate in 
training with the defibrillators can 
contact Dee Dickson via 
community@warrandytecb.com.au

Defib your community Photo: DEE DICKSON

SMOKING IS a costly habit. 
But flicking your cigarette butt 

out the car window can prove even 
more costly when an Environment 
Protection Authority Victoria (EPA) 
littering infringement notice arrives 
in the mail.

With Victoria’s fire danger period 
projected to continue into May, EPA, 
Metropolitan Fire Brigade and Country 
Fire Authority are calling for cigarette 
butt litterers to check their habit, and 
for members of the community to 
report this kind of littering.

Given that most human-cause fire 
incidents in Victoria are caused by 
lit cigarette butts, the potential cost 

to the community and environment 
is extreme.

“EPA counts on members of the 
public to report people who flick their 
butts out of car windows,” said EPA 
CEO Dr Cathy Wilkinson.

“Flicking lit cigarettes out your car 
window is a serious fire hazard, as 
recent fire tragedies across our state 
have shown.

“And cigarette butt litter pollutes our 
roadsides and chokes our waterways,” 
Dr Wilkinson said.

The MFB and CFA regularly attend to 
fires caused by cigarettes, and some of 
Victoria’s worst bushfire tragedies were 
sparked by cigarette butt litter.

MFB Chief Officer Dan Stephens said 
that firefighters respond to more than 
10 fires caused by carelessly discarded 
smoking materials every month across 
the Melbourne metropolitan district 
alone.

“Careless disposal of smoking 

materials can quickly start a fire, 
especially in a high-risk area such as 
on a balcony, in a street bin or near 
grass and parklands.

“It doesn’t have to be a hot or windy 
day for a fire to spread quickly and 
cause substantial damage. 

“Smokers must fully extinguish 
smoking materials and dispose of 
them in heavy, high-sided ashtrays to 
avoid starting a fire,” Mr Stephens said.

CFA Chief Officer Steve Warrington 
said roadside fires pose a “significant 
danger to drivers not only from smoke, 
but flames or falling burning trees or 
branches, and there’s high potential 
for tragic consequences.”

Mr Warrington said more than half of 
Victorian bushfires are deliberately lit 
or caused by reckless behaviour.

“One of the most common causes is 
inappropriately disposing of cigarette 
butts.

“ R e c k l e s s l y  c au s e d  f i re s  a re 

often viewed by the community as 
accidental, but in reality, the potential 
for injury, loss of life, property damage 
and drain on resources is the same as 
that caused by arson,” Mr Warrington 
said.

Last financial year, EPA handed out 
over $5 million in fines to more than 
11,000 Victorians for discarding litter, 
mostly cigarette butts, from their 
vehicles.

Dr Wilkinson said that EPA’s litter 
reporting program works to curb 
cigarette butt littering, with fines and 
enforcement actions undertaken 
t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r t s  “s e n d i n g 
a clear message that this kind of 
mindless behaviour will have real 
consequences.”

EPA litter fines range from $322 for a 
small piece of rubbish or unlit cigarette 
up to $645 for a lit cigarette.

Individuals issued with a litter 
fine have the right to request that 

EPA review the matter or to have it 
determined in court.

People can report littering via EPA’s 
website — epa.vic.gov.au— through 
its smartphone litter app, or by calling 
1300 EPA VIC (1300 372 842).
Provide EPA with the following 
information when reporting: 
 Who? Car details, registration  
 number, colour, whether it was the  
 driver or passenger, gender of  
 litterer.
 What? Lit or unlit cigarette or a  
 description of the litter item.
 When? Exact time and date of  
 offence.
 Where? Where was the car, what  
 road was it travelling on, in which  
 suburb? What intersection was  
 closest?
 How? How was the litter deposited  
 — was it thrown from vehicle,  
 dropped before exiting vehicle or  
 dropped before getting into a car?

Careless smokers pose environmental and fire risk

AUTUMN is here and with cooler months ahead, sometimes we may forget 
the fire danger period is still in place.

Last year, the Diary teamed up with Swinburne University and the CFA to 
produce a series of educational videos about fire saftety.

On our website this month, we showcase Angelo Triantafillopoulos’ What 
not to do in a Total Fire Ban. 

Check out the Fire Safety page on the Diary website or visit the DiaryTV 
Youtube channel to see this video and more.

NILLUMBIK Shire Council will 
introduce a local law to give it the 
discretion to stop fireworks on private 
properties outside the urban growth 
boundary.

Th e  m ove  f o l l ow s  C ou n c i l ’s 
concerns and community outrage 
over the impact fireworks on rural 
properties can have on pets, livestock 
and wildlife — as well as it posing a 
fire risk.

May o r  Ka re n  E ga n  s a i d  t h e 
community looked to Council to 
address the historic, ongoing problem 
— as evidenced by a recent 1,250 
signature petition to Councillors 
begging them to stop firework permits 
from being issued during summer in 
the Shire.

“We needed to move urgently to 
introduce a local law to safeguard the 
community from being in a similar 
position this time next year,” Cr Egan 
said.

Under its current policy, Council 
can only grant firework permits on 
Council-owned land.

Private landowners need permission 
from the CFA, which weighs up the 
fire risk and Victorian WorkCover 
Authority, which issues licenses to 
qualified pyrotechnic contractors.

No CFA permit is needed during 
non-fire danger periods and all 
fireworks are automatically cancelled 
on total fire ban days.

Cr Egan said Council always sought 
to factor in animal welfare before 
granting any fireworks permits.

In a further victory for common 
sense, the Council also voted against 
introducing a one-size-fits-all law for 
fireworks on private land, recognising 
the differences between fire-prone 

rural properties and low-risk urban 
settings in the shire.

“In a nutshell, we won’t be the fun 
police when it comes to requests for 
fireworks at community festivals in 
urban areas,” Cr Egan said.

Council will separate the Fireworks 
Local Law from the rest of the Amenity 
Local Laws governing what Council 
controls.

“Hopefully it will be in place before 
next summer,” Cr Egan said.

Know what NOT to doResidents spark change to
fireworks permit policy
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By KATHY GARDINER

gardening

Taking the time to smell the roses

IT HAS BEEN a hard couple of weeks 
for me. 

A break in at home while we slept 
in our beds and many possessions 
stolen has caused us to feel uneasy 
and stressed. 

Our paradise in Warrandyte has been 
sullied. 

It is strange to feel so threatened in a 
place that usually feels so safe. 

Emotions are stretched to the limit. 
“Come and play,” says the garden. 
“Come and let me heal you, to 

distract you and make you think of 
happy things.”

It’s amazing how just an hour in the 
garden can calm you.

Thoughts of panic and doubt and 
worries evaporate as you trim and 
poke around and survey the garden, 
a bee buzzes by, a butterfly comes 
close enough to make you jump but 
continues on its busy way. 

Sometime the garden catches you 
unaware and you end up working away 
in your pyjamas or with completely 
inappropriate footwear.

You start by putting the clothes on the 
line and the garden draws you in with 
promises of new delights.

T h e  g a r d e n ,  t h e  b e a c h ,  t h e 
mountains, our beloved Yarra River 
will nurture you in times of trouble. 

March is a month for assessing the 

damages and casualties of the summer.
For cutting back and mourning 

plants lost.
The water tanks are dangerously low, 

waiting for the next downpour. 
But March is also a month for 

planning and planting for the Autumn 
garden. 

Lavenders and daisies will need 
deadheading, but not back to dead 
wood.

Older lavender plants can be pruned 
back to a third of their size.

I love pruning the lavender and 
coming in after a hard day’s work and 
know you have been painted with their 
heady perfume. 

You might like to build a pond or 
other water feature in the garden.

A more natural environment for the 
frogs and birds than the shallow bird 
bath or water bowl.

Air will be cooled as it passes over 
the water, providing free evaporative 
cooling for your garden. 

Now is the time to consider other 
watering techniques for the garden and 
how to improve on it for next summer. 

Vegetables require more consistent 
watering than trees and ornamental 
shrubs and though it is so relaxing 
to go out with the watering can in 
the morning you should try to create 
a watering system that provides 
consistent water.

Maybe you need to consider more 
water tanks and automatic drip 
systems with timers if you haven’t 
already done so.

Collecting water from showers and 

even the kitchen sink will be greatly 
appreciated by the thirsty plants 
outside. 

This water is fabulous for ornamentals 
and fruit trees but make sure you don’t 
use it on your vegetables. 

March also brings the busyness 
of Warrandyte Festival, a flurry of 
activity and planning for the Festival 
Committee.

The Warrandyte garden is a host to 
many new visitors and events.

The River will gently flow past 
reminding us to slow down, to sit 
awhile. 

Sunday, March 24 is National Garden 
Releaf Day, an incentive to remind us 
to take time to stop and smell the roses, 
to enjoy nature and take our minds off 
the stress in our lives.

It is a day to encourage us to spend 
at least 30 green minutes a week in a 
garden, big or small, by the river, in 
bushland or by the beach.

Garden Releaf is an incentive to raise 
money for Beyond Blue.

It is a day to plant a plant, to breathe 
the air of Warrandyte deeply, to share 
the joy of gardening with others, to take 
care of our physical health and mental 
wellbeing by being as one with nature. 

30 minutes in a week seems a small 
amount but there are many who don’t 
even spend that much time.

It is a time for us to care for each other 
and ourselves through our gardens. 

You can find more information about 
Garden Releaf: visit their website —  
gardenreleaf.com.au or find them on 
Facebook.

By JO FRENCH
WHEN MARY-ANNE LOWE first saw 
the old Alfred’s Homestead, she was 
struck by both the views and the 
potential of the property.

Now,  af ter  s e veral  years  of 
renovations, the new Hampton-style 
wedding venue, Bramleigh Estate, 
stands proud on the hill, and with 
the work on the deck now complete, 
bridal parties can enjoy the stunning 
views of the Warrandyte surrounds.

“When we took over the property 
[the deck area] was overgrown with 
bamboo and my original thought 
was this would make the most 
beautiful area for a ceremony, all the 
photographer can see is the beautiful 
natural landscape of Warrandyte,” 
said Mary-Anne.

Standing out on the deck, in the 
afternoon sunshine, it is hard to 
believe we are just minutes from 
suburban Ringwood.

“When you stand out here you can 
hear the birds, and the kangaroos 
come down the hill at sunset.

“It’s just beautiful, it’s a great space 
and has taken the venue to the next 
level,” said Mary-Anne.

Entry to the deck via a ramp has also 
made Bramleigh Estate wheelchair 

accessible.
“This venue is everything I ever 

dreamed I wanted a venue to be.” 
With an extensive career at Bram 

Leigh in Croydon, Mary-Anne and 
her team have hosted thousands of 
weddings over the years. 

“The success of Bram Leigh has 
been based around…the amazing 
team that are there.”

As a finalist and winner of a 
multitude of awards over the last 
10 years with the Australian Bridal 
Industry Academy, Mary-Anne 
attributes their success to her team.

“It really comes down to the team 
and the fact that they care.

“You can get married at any venue, 
any pretty room or garden…but it 
comes down to the care and attention 
of the staff and that is the difference 
between a good wedding and a great 
wedding – and we love great.”

Bram Leigh of Croydon is soon to 
close, and though it is the end of an 
era, Mary-Anne says it is an exciting 
time for them. 

“The lovely new Bramleigh Estate, 
with its style and the large open 
space, is just beautiful.”

The venue has only been in full 
operation for six months, and boasts 
over 250 weddings scheduled over 

the next 18 months.
“We have blended the charm of old 

and new here.
“Hamptons is the new trend, it is 

an everlasting, classic timeless look 
that you make fancy and over the top 

or keep it clean lines and simple and 
it still works.

“Our venue is quite minimalist but 
quite pretty also and is keeping up 
with trends.”

Bramleigh Estate is the sponsor for 

Fireball 2020.
“I’m a big believer in giving back 

to the community,” said Mary-Anne.
“And we will be covering 100% of 

the costs for the event.”
Photo: RICK LISTON

Bramleigh Estate: Melbourne’s hottest wedding destination 

Garden Centres in Warrandyte are 
supporting the #30greenminutes 
challenge. 

Pay them a visit and donate to this 
very worthy cause.

“In the presence of nature, a 
wild delight runs through man, 
in spite of real sorrows.” 

— Ralph Waldo Emerson



SUNDAY SESSION 31st MARCH

The Rick Hart Trio
Music 1 - 4pm

Free Entry - Family Friendly
Table Bookings 9722 1304

Mention this ad to receive a FREE glass of  
our wine, cider or beer at our cellar door.  

1-3 Fulford Rd Wonga Park Ph 9722 1304 kellybrookwinery.com.au
OPEN MON, FRI, SAT 10–5, SUN 11–5
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WONGA PARK NEWS sponsored by Kellybrook Winery

By SANDI MILLER
THERE IS A NEW wave of optimism 
that the Wonga Park Village shops will 
be given a new lease of life.

The “For Lease” sign that has stood 
as a sentinel outside the derelict 
shopping strip for over a year was 
given the addition of an “Under New 
Ownership” sign in late February, 
and has been joined by some cyclone 
fencing around the perimeter of the 
centre.

On contacting the leasing agent, 
Lewis Waddell of Fitzroys Real Estate, 
it was confirmed that the site has been 
purchased by a developer who would 
like to remain anonymous at this time.

Mr Waddell told the Dairy that the 
new owner has submitted plans to 
redevelop and refurbish the site to 
“bring it back to life”.

The owner has plans for what, in 
his words, will be a “community 
revitalisation”, and is hoping to attract 
tenants for a variety of retail, medical 
and dining spaces.

“Depending on how the permit 
application goes the owner hopes 
[tenants will be able to move in] within 
the next three to six months,” said Mr 
Waddell.

Tenants were evicted from the 
shopping centre by the former owner 
three years ago.

Hairdresser, Lynn Munro received 
notice to vacate her Yarra Road salon 
just before Christmas of 2015.

“I received a letter on December 17, 

2015 to say I had to vacate within four 
weeks,” she said.

Since then the shops in the precinct 
have remained empty, much to the 
frustration of Wonga Park locals.

“The owner was a local person, but 
she moved to Sydney and stopped 
renewing leases on all the shops, even 
the Post Office couldn’t continue to 
operate,” she said.

When the centre was put up for 
lease again last year there were hopes 
for activity at the site, but despite 
numerous enquiries from potential 
tenants, none of the shops were let.

“The shops were the heart and soul 
of Wonga Park, with everyone living 
on such big blocks it was a place for 
everyone to meet.

“When I was the last shop there, 
people would come in and say, ‘where 
can we get a coffee?’, but there was 
nowhere,” Ms Munro said.

Over the last three years, all attempts 
of contacting the now-former Sydney-
based owner of the property have 
proven futile as Council, media and 
residents have had letters unanswered, 
phone calls cut off, and many questions 
left unanswered.

W h i l e  t h e  c e n t r e  h a s  b e e n 
languishing unoccupied, the town 
has been resolute in maintaining their 
community spirit.

Wonga Park Farmers Market has 
been established in an attempt to 
reinvigorate the community, but this 
does not solve the village’s day-to-day 
needs, which, until the property is 
tenanted, are still unmet.

A n g e l o  Ko u ra m b a s,  D i re c t o r 
City Planning and Community at 
Manningham City Council said it was 
too early for Council to comment on 
the owner’s ideas for the site.

However,  he said the Council 
welcomes the potential rejuvenation 
of the centre.

“Council is keen to see the Wonga 
Park Village Centre restored to a 
viable and vibrant local shopping 
and community precinct for the local 
community to enjoy,” he said.

Anyone interested in leasing space 
from the new owner can contact 
Lewis Waddell at Fitzroys Real Estate 
0431 107 275.

New hope for shopping centre

WONGA PARK Women’s Local Day 
Out is on again.

Following the success of last year’s 
event, which raised over $2,600 for 
the Wonga Park CFA, plans are well 
advanced for another chance to 
learn some unexpected things about 
Wonga Park and about yourself.

So save the date for Wednesday, 
June 5. 

Last year’s organiser, Louise 
Callahan promised a day to be spoilt 
and to have a great time with some 
fabulous women.

And she didn’t disappoint, with a 
day spent firmly out of our comfort 

zones, taking a magical mystery tour 
to several locations around Wonga 
Park, before a relaxing afternoon 
with a beautiful spread provided by 
Kellybrook Winery.

Louise says this year’s event will be 
better than ever.

“It will be different stations but 
loads of fun again,” she said. 

Leave the stilettoes in the wardrobe 
and prepare for an adventure in your 
own back yard.

Make sure you keep an eye out for 
your chance to join in the fun. 

You never know, you might 
surprise yourself. 

Wonga Park women 
set to step out again

By JAMES POYNER
THE NEWLY built Mullum Mullum 
Stadium was celebrated as the new 
centre for highball sports, including 
futsal, in Manningham when it opened 
in June 2018.
How ever,  fol low ing a  S eniors’ 
competition late last year, Council 
decided to ban futsal at Mullum 
Mullum Stadium after “significant 
damage was caused to the stadium’s 
infrastructure” by the ball striking 
the wall.

This has left clubs focusing on junior 
competition, such as the Wonga Park 
Wizards and Melbourne Dragons at an 
unfair disadvantage as they no longer 
have a place to play after being unfairly 
evicted by this ban.

Futsal was included in the original 
design plan for the sporting facility 
and Wonga Park resident Annette 
Felicissimo and many families across 
the municipality are faced with, once 
again, not having a local facility for 
their team.

“As Manningham residents we were 
delighted to have a venue close to 
home where our children could play 
futsal.

“Over the past eight seasons we had 
to travel to Box Hill where the parking 
was limited and the time slots were 

inconvenient,” she said.
The Wonga Park Wizards had eight 

teams in categories ranging from U13 
to U16, including two girls teams.

“Seeing the joy on their faces when 
they played was priceless.

“Unfortunately our teams have not 
been able to continue to play following 
Mannigham’s futsal ban due to this 
decision being made without prior 
warning mid-season,” she said.

T h e  D i a r y  a s k  Ma n n i n g h a m 
Council to explain how the damage 
occurred, considering futsal was part 
of the original plan and how long 
Manningham Council will be without 
an appropriate sporting facility for 
the game.

“Repairs are being made to the 
stadium.

“However, to prevent any further 
damage and as a safety precaution, 
futsal will no longer be played at 
Mullum Mullum Stadium,” said Leigh 
Harrison, Directory City Services.

“We’re committed to ensuring our 
venues are well maintained, accessible 
and safe for use for many years to come 
and by a wide range of sporting codes 
in Manningham.

“We will continue to work with the 
competition organisers to identify 
alternative venues for futsal.

“If  a  viable option for  futsal 

to be played at a Council owned 
sporting venue should arise, such an 
opportunity would be pursued,” he 
said.

Maintaining Manningham’s sporting 
facilities so they can be enjoyed by 
everyone is the priority.

For families like Annette’s, Council’s 
talk of “viable options” is simply not 
good enough.

“As rate payers, we should be able to 
use the facilities closest to us,” said Ms 
Felicissimo.

The only option at present for 
Manningham futsal families is to travel 
out of the municipality to continue to 
play indoor soccer.

Harry Amiridis is the founder of 
Melbourne Dragons Futsal Club, who 
have a network of facilities all over 
Melbourne, which until December 
2018 included Mullum Mullum 
Stadium.

“Our club expanded from Bulleen 
Veneto Club to Donvale Mullum 
Mullum Stadium, in order to offer 
more for the North-East suburbs.

“Mullum Mullum was the new 
home for the futsal community and a 
wonderful facility.

“It was something futsal really 
needed due to lack of facilities in the 
area.

“We offered a program for children 

aged 7–16.
“We were a new home for families 

who wanted their children to be active 
and learn skills.”

The Dragons partnered up with local 
clubs such as Wonga Park Wizards and 
Doncaster Rovers to give these teams 
access to the new, and only, futsal 
facility in the municipality.

Mr Amiridis told the Diary how 
the sudden ban on futsal at Mullum 
Mullum has affected the broader futsal 
community.

“There was damage done to walls 
because of the impact of the ball.

“This was done by Seniors in another 
competition.

“We were told that there will be an 

investigation on how things could be 
fixed, but for now, there would be no 
futsal played.

“We had already begun planning for 
2019 when we were told,” he said.

Mr Amiridis told us the YMCA were 
looking for an alternative facility.

But, to date, one has not been found.
Mr Amiridis has extended an 

invitation to futsal players across 
the municipality to play futsal at 
the Dragons’ Bulleen venue but for 
families living in Wonga Park, it is 
simply too far away.

For more information about the 
Melbourne Dragons and how you can 
play futsal with them, check out our 
Active column on Page 25.

Wizards furious as futsal banned at Mullum Stadium



8 Warrandyte Diary MARCH 2019

FOCUSED ON a pair of mating 
damselflies but not wanting to 
disturb them, I am startled by a 
large buzzing creature zipping past 
at shoulder height, just a streak of 
gold to my eyes.

“Steady, steady, first the image of 
the procreating couple,” I tell myself.

These may be just the common 
flat-wing damselflies but I am still 
charmed by their inverse love-heart 
embrace.

Photo complete, I try to trace the 
golden flight of the buzzing insect on 
its rapid wings.

Zooming from tree to tree, always 
pulling up just short of crashing, it 
never slows enough for me to make 
out what it is.

“I think it is a beetle,” says a voice 
nearby.

Unable to confirm the identity of 
the great buzzer, I continue along 
the trail in the Upper Yarra Reservoir 
Park.

Just  ahead,  one of  my f ield 
naturalist companions finds a large 
blue diamond or Botany Bay weevil.

This beetle has a historic pedigree.
It was collected by Joseph Banks 

on his voyage with Captain Cook 
and became the first insect to be 
scientifically described and named 
from Australia.

Commonly found on wattles in 
coastal woodlands and forests, the 
adults feed on the foliage.

This one must have been between 
feeds as it was resting on a large tree 
trunk.

Ahead I see a medium-large 
dragonfly, resting on a branch. 

It has broad yellow markings on 
its thorax and eyes which shine blue 

above and yellow below.
Later I discover from my photos, 

this is the yellow-striped hunter. 
It is a member of a dragonfly family 

with clear wings, which have the 
common names including “hunter, 
dragon or vicetail”. 

But really, all the dragonflies seem 
to be excellent hunters and have 
excellent common names.

Further along are Scotch thistles in 
a scattered patch.

Although they are weedy, they 
are certainly attractive and on this 
day they have attracted a very large 
skipper butterfly with orange, yellow 
and brown wings and dramatic white 
spots on the underside.

I recognise the splendid ochre.
This skipper is not uncommon 

where its favoured food plant, the 
spiny-headed mat-rush (Lomandra 
longifolia), is plentiful.

It is on the wing in summer months 
but mostly seen in late January and 
February in the Warrandyte area.

The males patrol tussocks of the 
mat-rush in the morning, searching 
for freshly emerged females.

In the afternoon, the males establish 
territories which they patrol and 
defend from other males.

The females lay single eggs on 
individual leaves.

The larvae (caterpillars) use silk to 
sew the leaves together as a shelter 
and they feed on the plant.

They pupate in litter at the base of 
the plant.

After splendid distraction by these 
skippers, the buzzing beetle again 
flies over my shoulder.

This time it lands at the base of a 
nearby eucalypt.

It nearly disappears amongst the 
leaf litter.

I need to gently extract it to take a 
photo.

A beetle indeed, its soft wings have 
already tucked under its golden-
brown wing covers or elytra.

Yee-haw, this is a highland cowboy 
beetle.

What a lot of small winged creatures 
we have found at the Upper Yarra 
Reservoir Park in these dry summer 
months.

Next month check this column for 
the first of a series of articles by local 
and former-ranger, Glenn Jameson, 
and learn what the nature diaries he 
has kept since the 1980s can reveal 
about the nature of Warrandyte. 

Words & photos by LINDA ROGAN

nature

Watch out for hunters and cowboys

Pictured clockwise from above: 
Botany Bay weevil, common flatwing 
damselfly, Highland cowboy beetle, 
yellow-striped hunter, splendid 
orchre butterfly
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By JO FRENCH
WARRANDYTE resident, Patricia 
Ross has put her heart for community 
action into practice with her new 
project, Dinner Drop Warrandyte.

Dinner Drop is a service that 
provides a ready-made meal or two 
to local and surrounding families 
during times of need.

“Dinner Drop is here to support 
our community when families find 
themselves in any level of crisis,” said 
Patricia.

“Every situation is quite different, 
it could be a sick parent or child, or 
financial hardship.

“Receiving a meal or two at this time 
can just take the pressure off a little,” 
said Patricia.

The idea for Dinner Drop was driven 
by her own personal experience, 
when Patricia was ill and in need of 
bed-rest.

“I couldn’t think about food and 
meals,” Patricia said.

“Friends around me supported our 
family at that time.”

In her work at Monash Hospital, 
Patricia has also seen the effects of 
a sudden crisis on individuals and 
families.

“I like to work for a cause bigger than 
myself,” she said.

“My heart is with volunteering, I’m 
really passionate about it.”

Now with a freezer of ready-made 
food on standby, Dinner Drop is 
able to assist families in the area and 
after only a few weeks in operation, 
has already had a chance to support 
several families.

“We cleaned a bit out [of the freezer] 
last week when we gave to a few 
families,” said Patricia.

“Friends of the families contacted us 
and we were able to assist.”

Patricia is encouraging others to 
donate pre-cooked meals to keep the 
freezer well stocked so the service can 
continue.

Dinner Drop provides advice on 
food safety on its Facebook page, and 
encourages anyone who may need 
help, or knows of anyone in need, to 
get in contact.

Find them on Facebook:
@dinnerdropwarrandyte
dinnerdropwarrandyte@gmail.com 

THE UNPRECEDENTED Queensland 
floods, the Tasmanian bushfires, and 
mass fish deaths in NSW are just 
some of the recent events likely to 
make climate change a major Federal 
election issue - including in our own 
electorate of Menzies.  

When it comes to climate change, our 
federal MP, Kevin Andrews, is known 
to strongly support the government’s 
business-as-usual approach and, in 
particular, the Carmichael (Adani) coal 
mine in Queensland’s Galilee Basin. 

In a recent letter to me, Mr Andrews 
makes five points that encapsulate the 
Government’s approach.

Those points, and WarrandyteCAN’s 
short responses, are as follows.

“Adani’s ability to re-scope and 
finance its Carmichael mine and 
rail project proves it is a viable, 
job-creating concern which stands 
on its own two feet financially and 
environmentally.”

We believe this glosses over the true 
situation, which is that Adani has had 
to scale down the initial size of the 
project and provide the finance itself  
because it is such a poor investment 
and so fraught with financial and 
environmental risk that no one else 
will finance it.

“Developing the Galilee basin 
will not damage the environment 
because this coal will displace lower 
quality coal and therefore help lower 
carbon emissions.”

With its relatively low energy and 
high ash content, the quality of Adani’s 
coal would be below the Australian 
average — in fact, only 10 per cent 
above the average quality of Indian 
domestic coal in terms of energy 
content. 

Regardless of the quality of the 
coal produced, any coal when burnt 
produces greenhouse gas emissions.  

The world’s carbon budget is in such 
a dire position that we cannot afford to 
exploit any new coal reserves like those 
in the Galilee Basin.

Emissions from coal mined there by 
Adani (or others) would contribute 
significantly to global warming.

“In 2015, the Queensland Supreme 
Court rejected the argument that the 
mining of coal in the Galilee Basin 
would increase global emissions, 
agreeing with a previous decision 
of the Queensland Land Court that 
if it did not proceed, the coal would 
simply be sourced from elsewhere 
and the amount of greenhouse 
gas emissions would not be any 
different.”

With the growing climate crisis, we 
can expect major developments in 
climate change law.  

The earlier Queensland decisions 
should be compared with the recent 
landmark NSW decision in the 
Rocky Hill case, where Judge Preston 
affirmed a decision refusing a new coal 
mine in the Hunter Valley because 
(amongst other things) he accepted 
that greenhouse gas emissions from 
the coal mined would contribute to 
climate change.  

He also rejected the “market 
substitution” argument, as there was 
no certainty overseas mines would 
substitute for the Rocky Hill mine. 

“Our cleaner coal is bringing 
people out of poverty and reducing 
global emissions.  It is a good thing 

for our high quality coal to be used – 
its higher energy content, lower ash 
content and lower emissions make 
it a key part of the solution to global 
emission levels.”

WarrandyteCAN believes the best 
prospects for bringing people out of 
poverty lie in renewable energy, not 
coal.

In a 2016 report entitled Beyond coal/
Scaling up clean energy to fight global 
poverty, a dozen international poverty 
and development organizations 
considered the impact of building new 
coal power plants in countries where 
a large percentage of the population 
lacks access to electricity.

The report concludes that on the 
whole, building coal power plants does 
little to help the poor, and often it can 
actually make them poorer.   

Moreover, in 2015 Oxfam’s report 
Po w e r i n g  Up  A g ai n s t  Po v e r t y 
concluded that renewable energy was 
a cheaper option as a power source for 
people without electricity. 

“The people of North Queensland 
d e s e r v e  t h e  j o b s  f r o m  t h e s e 
mining projects, which will create 
opportunities in towns across Central 
and North Queensland. In fact, in 

Central Queensland, unemployment 
sits above the state average at 6.8 per 
cent, while Townsville is worse still at 
8.9 per cent.”

Adani’s own evidence in a 2015 
Queensland court case was that the 
project would create 1,464 jobs (not 
10,000 jobs as Adani earlier claimed).  

Any benefits from new jobs must 
be offset  against  the project ’s 
negative impacts, including not only 
its contribution to global warming 
and other serious environmental 
impacts but also the likely loss of jobs 
elsewhere – for example, in the NSW 
coal industry, as the Adani mine would 
probably cause a fall in coal prices 
and in coal exports from Newcastle, 
Australia’s largest coal port.

The likely number of Adani jobs 
should also be seen in the context of 
the far greater scope for job creation 
in Queensland in the renewable energy 
sector, which is already generating 
many more jobs than Adani expects 
to create.

WarrandyteCAN strongly encourages 
Menzies voters to consider whether Mr 
Andrews is acting in our collective best 
interests when they cast their vote in 
the fast-approaching federal election.

By JEFF CRANSTON 
WarrandyteCAN

green edge

Climate change: A dialogue with Kevin Andrews

Cooking with heart to help a neighbour in need
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By JOCK MACNEISH
I AM LIVING in Warrandyte and I am 
getting older every day. 

We all are. 
One day the house you are living in 

will be too big for you.
You will want something smaller, 

closer to the shops and transport, and 
with easy access to the river tracks.  

Something easier to maintain and 
hopefully cheaper to run.

It is a small town and there hasn’t 
been a lot to choose from.

As a result, many residents have had 
to move away from Warrandyte – away 
from the community and environment 
they love.

When good people leave,  the 
community suffers a real setback. 

Knowing this, Warrandyte Historical 
stalwart and resident of 53 years, Val 
Polley, had a vision for community 
based, non-profit retirement housing 
in Warrandyte.

She inspired one of  the most 
successful community building efforts 
the town has ever seen.

Here’s how her vision played out…
Ten years ago the Warrandyte 

Community Retirement Housing Co-
operative (WCRHC) was created to 
tackle the problem.

The Co-op’s first project was to 
build the award-winning Creekside 
development in Harris Gully Road. 

Creekside has five exquisite compact 
houses designed by local architect Adie 
Courtney. 

The village has been nurturing and 
maintaining community involvement 
for eight years, proving that the concept 
worked exceptionally well. 

Now, the next development project, 
Riverside, is well under way in West 
End Road. 

Also designed by Adie, Riverside will 
provide five more retirement houses for 
Warrandyte residents. 

Due for completion later this year, 
Riverside is being built by Craft Built 
Homes, with project management by 
Andrew Yen. 

Construction f inance is  being 
provided by Bank Australia, and almost 

every single person involved with the 
project is a Warrandyte resident. 

Dick Davies chairs the Co-op board, 
supported by: Lesley Ryall, Doug 
Seymour, Barry Holding, Brian Ims 
and myself. 

Barry is a resident at Creekside and 
my wife Diana and I plan to take up 
residence at Riverside.

The Co-op board recently asked an 
independent property finance analyst 
to have a look over the co-op’s accounts. 

He found that everything added up 
okay, but unable to see any profit on 
the books he asked, “Why the hell are 
you doing this?”

We  e x p l a i n e d :  “ B e c a u s e  i t ’s 
Warrandyte and when good people 
leave, the community suffers.”

He understood and concluded, 
“You’ve got a great story to tell”.

It is a great story and it’s a continuing 
one. 

Following the interest shown at a 
recent public meeting and the number 
of applicants for Riverside, the Co-op 
are looking ahead to the next project .

Somewhere near the shops and 
transport and with easy access to the 
river track. 

And, the moral of this “great story”… 
community building activities like these 
cultivated by the WCRHC, gainfully 

touch the lives of so many people.
I can’t think of a better way of living 

out my later years than in a community, 
which offers so much social cohesion. 

I’m still getting older every day, but I 
don’t mind so much now.

By CHERIE MOSELEN
A GOOD-SIZED crowd gathered in 
the garden at Warrandyte Historical 
Society last month to celebrate the 
book launch of Warrandyte Treasures 
by local award-winning photographer 
Bill McAuley.

A collection of articles originally 
printed in the Diary as the series, 
Our Living Treasures, the compilation 
book has been a huge hit with the 
community.

Both the weather and the company 
were warm, as many of the book’s 
featured “treasures” and their families 
sat together, catching up on old times.

People swapped memories of school 
days spent together in Warrandyte — 
some conversations rolling back more 
than 60 years.

However, all quietened as Bill 
requested a moment to remember 
the nine “treasures” who had passed 
on since the stories were published 
in the Diary.

Adding another delight to the 
launch, ex-Warrandytian John Griffiths 
donated to the museum a watercolour 
painted in 1947 by artist Harry Hudson.

Harry Hudson was a recognised 
early twentieth century artist who 

settled and worked in the community 
of Warrandyte with other significant 
artists, including Ernest Buckmaster 
and Danila Vassilieff.

He was also the inaugural chairman 
of Warrandyte Mechanical Institute 
Arts Association’s first “art group”, 
formed in 1956.

The well-preserved painting of the 
“old” Warrandyte Bridge was in the 
possession of John’s adoptive mother, 
Joyce Hope Griffiths, when she died.

Travelling from country Victoria 
to bring the artwork “home”, John 
Griffiths told the Diary he felt the 
painting “always belonged here”.

“I kept it safe all this time as it meant 
little to my children but a lot to me.

“Bill’s invitation to the book launch 
was the ideal opportunity to return the 
painting to Warrandyte,” John said.

The thoughtful donor retained many 
memories of Warrandyte, having 
grown up locally from 1949.

“I met so many friends from my 
younger days at this gathering.

“My wife, Sue, had to acknowledge 
that most stories of my misspent 
youth were indeed true! What an 
extraordinary day,” John said.

Author Bill McAuley also enjoyed 
the function, signing books for those 
present.

He thanked the people  who 
had purchased a book, which he 
acknowledged, “made the project 
possible”.

Stories featured in Warrandyte 

Treasures centre on bushfires, 
romance, school days, war and sport 
during the 1900s.

In essence, Bill later told the Diary, 
they were about “connection to 
family, place and community”.

He added: “In years to come, 
perhaps new generations will not 

judge us too harshly when they read 
about the rich and wonderful lives of 
our ‘Warrandyte Treasures’.”

Copies of Warrandyte Treasures 
are available for $35 at Warrandyte 
Historical S o ciety,  Quinton’s 
IGA or contact Bill  McAule y: 
billymc0905@hotmail.com 

Book launch brings “treasures” together
Photos: COLIN HOCKLEY

Pictured: Margaret Kelly & John Griffiths Pictured: Tom Kerkhof with Bill McAuley

When good people stay

MUM LIVES by herself in a remote 
part of Tasmania so we don’t see her 
often.

For the last 14 years her companion 
has been a beautiful black Labrador, 
named Cinders.

We always joked that Cinders was 
part human, the bond between them 
quite extraordinary, they seemed to 
understand each other on a whole 
different level.

But several months ago, Cinders 
died, leaving a gaping hole in Mum’s 
life.

She hasn’t been the same since; not 
a lot to talk about when we called, no 

great adventures to report.
Many of us know the pain of losing a 

much-loved pet, so would understand 
she didn’t want to see anyone for a few 
weeks after.

Christmas, well, that just slipped by 
last year, she wasn’t really in the mood.

Mum celebrated a significant 
birthday recently so it was time for 
the whole family to get together for a 
few days.

We arrived in Tassie, endured the 
hours in the car on narrow roads, and 
finally enjoyed a walk on the beach.

Dinner came and went and it was 
lovely to all be together, but we were 
all missing that great lump of a dog that 
huffed and puffed when she moved, 
she usually sat under our feet while 
we ate.

Mum said she was doing fine; she 

was getting used to being on her own.
We weren’t quite convinced.
She said it was lonely without her, 

that she wasn’t ready to get another 
dog, she had plans to travel overseas, 
and besides, no other dog would ever 
replace Cinders.

We still weren’t quite convinced.
A little while later Mum let it slip that 

she had started looking at puppies
The idea had taken flight.
We were on it — the dishes suddenly 

abandoned, we were on our phones 
searching. 

The house wasn’t right without the 
dog – Mum wasn’t right without her 
dog. 

Before we left on the trip we had 
tossed around the idea of buying her a 
puppy for her birthday – but puppies 
are hard to find, and how can you 

choose a puppy for someone else?
The choices are endless.
It was all too hard.
We let it go.
So what were the chances of finding 

a puppy in the next few days?
It was almost her birthday and we 

were only staying a week.
We looked anyway.
Bingo!
Within moments we found her, a 

Border Collie pup that could, just by 
coincidence, be sort-of-kind-of in our 
part of the island the next day if we 
wanted her, and we did. 

I think it took Mum less than two 
seconds to say yes and so a rendezvous 
point was decided on.

The deal would take place the next 
day, in a KFC carpark in the middle of 
nowhere.

“Look out for the dirty white ute”, the 
breeder said. 

It felt like a drug deal was going down, 
and cash was withdrawn from the only 
ATM in town.

It was a five-hour return trip to bring 
this puppy home.

When a little black and white bundle 
of fur was handed to Mum, her face 
said it all.

Excitement and energy instantly 
bounded through the house, rooms 
and cupboards were explored, hiding 
places were discovered and toys were 
quickly strewn over the carpet.

Mum now wakes each morning to 
a game of tug-of-war, gardens with a 
playful pup that digs beside her, and 
enjoys her coffee break with one hand 
running through Ash’s fur. 

Just like that, her world is the right 
way up again.

By JO FRENCH

corner of my eye

Companionship: what a difference a dog makes

Dick Davies inspecting the works

Bank Austraila team inspecting the works
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By JO FRENCH
THE ANNUAL Warrandyte Pottery 
Expo was held on the riverbank in late 
February and the Diary was there to 
take in the fun.

With 60 stalls and over 80 potters 
displaying their works, there was 
something for everyone.

The sun shone all weekend and 
the expo buzzed with the sounds of 
happy patrons chatting with the many 
potters, while local musicians added 
to the relaxed vibe.

The Expo is in its 19th year and 
organiser, Jane Annois, was delighted 
with the success of the event.

“Everyone loves it — the potters are 
happy, and it’s so much fun,” Jane 
beamed.

Ever y stall  displayed unique 
creations, from tiny treasures to large 
water features, intricate jewellery or 
exquisite tableware.

Among the many beautiful pieces 
this year, I noticed an abundance of 
travel mugs.

Belinda, from Felix Ceramics, said 
that over the last few years, travel 
mugs have become increasingly 
popular.

She likes to use local clay for her 
pieces, sourcing it from her home 
town of Talbot in the Victorian 
goldfields.

“It’s from the creek across from my 
house,” she says rubbing her hands 
together gleefully.

“It’s wild clay — I love it!”
Talking to the potters, it’s hard to 

walk away without buying something.
Their inspiration and passion shines 

through as they discuss their pieces 
and the creative processes.

For Minna Graham from Daylesford, 
it was her ninth year at the Expo and 
she was glad to be back again.

“I love it here, it’s just beautiful,” she 
said, taking in the backdrop of the 
river behind the stalls.

“It’s fantastic seeing everyone that 
I see once a year from all around the 
state.”

This year Minna had many new 
pieces on show.

“I’m working on a new colour 
combination,” she said, “exploring 
new carving techniques, and new 
glaze combinations.”

Her beautiful cobalt blue glaze 
caught the sunlight and was very 
hard to resist.

Ne a r by ,  c h i l d re n  d e c o rat e d 
terracotta rocks for a community 
project to be installed at the new 
Lions Park, later in the year.

Four French potters were special 
guests of the Expo and their work was 
greatly admired.

Although a little shy to talk to the 
Diary, the visitors did admit they 
were having fun and enjoying our 
beautiful river.

Elnaz Nourizadeh from Ripponlea 
was back for her fourth Expo and 
loves “the vibe, and the people.”

Iranian-born Elnaz’s face reflected 
the joy her work brings her as she 
cradled her favourite piece — a large 
white bowl, splashed with colour and 
hand-drawn patterns.

“As Iranian women, we don’t have 
the freedom to express our ourselves,” 
she said, “and the use of colour makes 
me feel free.”

When working, she says she can be 
in the moment.

“I am bringing that moment to other 
people.

“They tell me when they drink from 
my cup, it makes them happy, and 
that makes me happy too.”

After wandering the stalls for 
several hours, I did go home with a 
few treasures.

A large colourful bowl now stands 
as the centrepiece of my dining 
table and a tiny treasure is waiting to 
surprise a friend one day.

If you didn’t make it to this year’s 
Expo, then put it in your diary for 
next year — it truly is an event not to 
be missed.

19 years of sensational ceramics

Photos: BILL MCAULEY

Crowds enjoying the Pottery Expo

4 year old Lucy checks out potter Jenny Stokes totem poles

Potter Elnaz Nourizadeh with her wares

Jay and Jorja perform at the expo [Sunday]

Jack Latti

Crowds enjoying the Pottery ExpoCitrus juicer by Juliet Widdows with porcelain by Laura Windmill

Porcelain vessels by John Stroomer
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By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories

BEFORE THE 1940s it was thought 
that the arrival of Aboriginal people in 
Australia only dated back 2,000 years. 

In 1940 this  arrival  date was 
dramatically extended when the 
Keilor skull was unearthed and dated 
at nearly 15,000 years.

However the skull was in the upper 
sedimentary levels of the Maribyrnong 
River Gorge and by 1971, radiocarbon 
dating had pushed the date of the 
lower sedimentary layers back to 
31,000 years. 

In every decade since, the date of 
human occupation of Australia has 
inexorably marched backward as 
new scientific techniques have been 
developed. 

The problem though, is that scientists 
get attached to the theories and 
techniques of their own particular 
discipline. 

Certain ideas get entrenched with 
religious conviction in the scientific 
community and then in the general 
public.

For instance the technique of 
radiocarbon dating originally had a 
validity level of only 40,000 years, but 
with technological advancement is 
now 50.000 years. 

That is, the radiation decay in a C14 
molecule is such that every 5,730 years 
its radioactivity decreases by half. 

Ultimately you get to a situation 
when a half of stuff all is still stuff all. 

This means that the oldest artefact 
measured by radiocarbon dating 
always came out at 40,000 years, 
regardless of the fact that it might have 
been 80,000 years or even 180,000 
years. 

So from this imprecise scientific 
method, a myth developed that 
Aboriginal people have been in 
Australia for 40,000 years. 

This is still the most quoted figure, 
even by Aboriginal people.

The point is, if you ask the question 
‘Well, if Aboriginal people arrived here 
40,000 or even 50,000 years ago, how 
did they get here?’ 

The obvious answer is: ‘They arrived 
by boat during an ice age when the sea 
levels were lower.’ 

Well, if that is right then the sea levels 
were right for migration into Australia 
around 70,000 years ago.

This is an interesting figure because 
about 75,000 years ago Mount Toba, a 
volcano in Sumatra erupted. 

It was a catastrophic event that 
almost wiped out life in the Northern 
Hemisphere. 

The toxic pollution would have been 
a great motivator to migrate southward 
into Australia, which was not affected. 

However an arrival date in Australia 
of 70,000 to 75,000 years ago conflicts 
with the popular ‘African Eve’ theory. 

Mitochondrial  DNA (mtDNA) 
research, which traces ancestry 
through the female line, puts migration 
out of Africa at 60,000 years ago. 

The big problem with such research 
is that every time a woman has 
no daughters, her genetic history 
disappears, because her sons cannot 
pass on her mtDNA. 

This means that the age of African 
Eve is constantly moving forward as 
female genetic history disappears. 
The same flaw also applies to male Y 
chromosome dating.

New research in fact now shows 
that there was indeed migration into 
Australia around 75,000 years ago.

However there is also mounting 
evidence that Aboriginal people were 
already here. 

Another window for migration at 
the time of low sea levels occurred 
about 105,000 years ago, but various 
new techniques put the antiquity of 
Aboriginal occupation significantly 
longer than even this.

In 1985 Australian palaeontologist 
Gurdip Singh drilled a 72 metre core 
sample at Lake George in NSW and 
analysed the pollen and charcoal 
layers. 

He found that the charcoal deposits 
at a certain point became so regular, 
that it could only be explained by 
deliberate human activity. 

In other words it  was due to 
Aboriginal firestick farming. 

Singh estimated this date as 120,000 
years ago, and created a storm of 
controversy amongst conservatively 
minded academics. 

However his findings were replicated 
by core samples in North Queensland 
which pushed the date back to 140,000 
years ago. 

Since then, thermoluminescence 
techniques have pushed the date of 
ochre paintings at Kakadu back to 
150,000 years ago. 

This is a really interesting coincidence 
of dates, because at this time there was 
a 20,000 year window of opportunity 

for migration into Australia, due to the 
lower sea levels of an ice age. 

So it now seems likely that Aboriginal 
people first migrated here at least 
150,000 years ago.

As marsupial  animals cannot 
communicate diseases to humans 
they found themselves in a disease 
free environment, and apart from the 
marsupial lion (the Dooligar), they had 
no predatory competitors. 

So within 10,000 years of arrival, 
Australia was fully colonised and 
Ab o r i g i n a l  p e o p l e  ha d  b e g u n 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  m a n a g i n g  t h e 
environment by fire. 

However you will still  see the 
culturally blind assumption in 
academic texts that Aboriginals were 
just using fire to hunt animals, rather 
than as a sophisticated tool of land 
management. 

Terra Nullius  sti l l  insidiously 
influences our thinking. 

If  firestick farming was going 
on 140,000 years ago then it was 
u n d e r p i n n e d  by  a  s y s t e m a t i c 
knowledge base. 

That knowledge base was of course 
the totem system, within which all 
knowledge was integrated to serve 
ecological purposes.

Just how long have aboriginal people been here?

Warrandyte Theatre kicks off its 
2019 season with an innovative 
production of George Orwell’s 
c l a s s i c ,  A n i m a l  F a r m  —  a 
collaboration with the Youth 
Theatre wing of the company.
Written in 1945, Animal Farm is 
still on secondary school curricula 
around the world, except perhaps 
in dictatorships and very possibly 
parts of the old Soviet Union.
Generally accepted as a biting satire 
of the Russian Revolution and its 

immediate aftermath, the tale is 
told through the fable of a farm 
where the animals revolt against 
their drunken human master and 
run it themselves collectively and 
successfully.
Old Major, the senior pig, points out 
among other things that all animals 
are equal but his successors, 
younger ambitious pigs modify 
his message; an aphorism which 
we still use in one form or another 
nearly 75 years later: “All animals 

are equal but some are more equal 
than others.”  
The cast sees a host of fresh young 
faces playing alongside some of the 
stalwarts of the company:
Emer Rafferty as Mollie
Eleanor Menzel as Squealer
Hayley Bacic as Narrator
Jaz Harwood as Narrator
R e n a t a  L e v i n - B u c k l a n d  a s 
Benjamin

Caroline Shaw as Clover
Noelene Cooper as Boxer
David Tynan as Napoleon
Simone Kiefer as Snowball
The opening of the production 
coincides with the Warrandyte 
Festival on March 22 and runs until 
April 6.
Tickets at: trybooking.com/baccn
For more information:
warrandytehallarts.asn.au/theatre

Four legs good, as youth theatre goes down to the farm



#WarrandyteFestival
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www.trybooking.com/BACCN
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WARRANDYTE FESTIVAL 2019 Guide
By CHERIE MOSELEN
WARRANDYTE FESTIVAL is shaping 
up to shine, with a great mix of music, 
food and events planned for this 
year’s celebratory weekend, across 
March 22–24.

Embodying the festival theme 
“Stars of Warrandyte” are Saturday’s 
street parade honorary monarchs, 
Julie Quinton and Cameron Donald 
(pictured right).

An Order of Australia recipient for 
“contributions to the community of 
Warrandyte”, Julie is well known as 
the community-conscious owner of 
Quinton’s SUPA IGA, which readily 
supports local associations.

She is also appreciated as the 
initiator of Fireball, a successful 
fundraising entity dedicated to 
supporting local CFA brigades.

Julie said she was “touched” by 
the honour of leading the parade to 
Stiggants Reserve.

And who better to lead Queen Julie 
off the grid, than local superstar 
motorcycle racer Cam Donald?

The Diary learned that Cam’s love 
affair with motorcycles began at the 
age of six.

But, did he ever imagine a future in 
which he would notch up 10 podium 
presentations at the Isle of Man TT 
— a race often described as the most 
dangerous motorsport event in the 
world?

“My Dad and Great Uncle Ron Day 
both raced bikes in their youth and 
told me stories about riding local 
roads, imagining they were racing the 

Isle of Man TT,” Cam said.
“ I  g r e w  u p  h e a r i n g  a b o u t 

motorcycling’s ultimate test of man 
and machine, but never imagined 
I would actually race, let alone win 
there.”

Cam remembered, as a kid, “racing 
my friends on foot, making noises 
pretending we were on motorbikes” 
during lunchtimes at Warrandyte 
Primary School.

He also recalled festival weekend 
as “the family highlight of the year”, 
riding BMX bikes in the parade and 
racing in the Billycart Derby.

In 10 years of competing at the Isle 
of Man, Cam has ridden over 25,000 
kilometres of the 65km circuit at an 
average speed of over 200kph.

“On the most dangerous motorsport 
circuit in the world, I’m proud to be 
the most successful Australian in its 
history,” he said.

“I’m also grateful to be here to tell 
the story.”

Although racing necessitated Cam 
to live overseas for many years, he 
always missed his boyhood home.

“After building our new house we 
are back, enjoying everything about 
this special place.

“I consider it a huge privilege to 
be a monarch in the festival parade,” 
said Cam.

Warrandyte Festival is known 
for hallmark events, like kings and 
queens leading the parade.

However, at its core lie the musical 
performances trusted to entertain 
thousands of people, all weekend.

Over the past four years, festival 
volunteers Kym Poole and Adrienne 
Hilton have been scouting musical 
talent for festival stages.

“It started out as just girlfriends 
going to see bands we like.

“I think we went to a meeting out of 
curiosity and before we knew it, we 
were signed up,” Adrienne said.

Choosing the acts is “fun but 
challenging”, the Diary  learned, 
because “people have different tastes 
from your own”.

“What we look for is music that 
is mostly original, likeable and 
somehow, familiar.

“Local acts have priority but the pool 
includes Melbourne and occasionally, 
interstate.

“We try to infuse our line-ups 
with music that is warm, catchy and 
hopefully good to dance to,” she said.

Among the many original acts on 
offer, Festival ‘19 also promises iconic 
classics from two fabulous tribute 
bands.

The Petty Mac show is a combination 
of two Sydney-based tribute shows, 
celebrating the work of Tom Petty, 
Fleetwood Mac and its members.

It features the talented Bathurst-
based duo Smith & Jones and 
guitarists Michael Carpenter and 
Casey Atkins, from The April Family.

Samantha Hafey is magnificent as 
the tortured but talented 60s female 
vocalist still haunting blues lovers 
today: Janis Joplin. 

Premiering at the Melbourne Fringe 
Festival last year and soon to wow 

audiences in Adelaide, Janis will leave 
Warrandyte audiences breathless.

Fulton Street is the headline act on 
Saturday evening.

Led by powerful vocalist Shannen 
Wick, the band performs original 
music in the vein of classic soul and 
R&B.

“Fulton Street create a warm 
connection with the audience that is 
so important,” said Adrienne, about 
one of her favourite choices for this 
year’s Main Stage.

“I stumbled across this brilliant 
band several years ago on Triple 
J Unearthed and they played the 
Riverstage in 2017.

“This year, Fulton Street are getting 

the bigger audience they deserve.
“I’m sure festivalgoers will love this 

band as much as I do.”
B e f o r e  t h e  w e e k e n d  m u s i c 

programme gets underway, Friday 
night’s Film Feast audience will get 
a taste of up and coming “shoegaze” 
band, tusc..

Band members Joseph Dwyer (ex The 
Morning After Girls), Joel Craig, Kain 
Hardie and Rayan Aridi make up the 
group, which presents with a range of 
musical abilities.

Currently working on a new album 
and already playing gigs around 
Melbourne, tusc. is sure to impress.

If you love music, then Warrandyte 
Festival has got you covered!

Music, monarchs… Warrandyte Festival has it all
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Your guide to everything happening in Warrandyte on Festival weekend



35th Warrandyte 
Art Show

22 - 24 MARCH
Warrandyte Community Church, Yarra Street 

FRIDAY 7pm - Gala Opening
$20 Tickets at the door

Finger food and refreshments. A great social night, a chance to 
snap up a bargain in the art auction and an opportunity to see and 

buy a fabulous painting from those on display.

Saturday 9am–6pm, Sunday 9am–4pm
Entry $5, with a catalogue

For full details about the Art Show visit the club web site at  
www.warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au
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By CHERIE MOSELEN
BATTLE OF THE BANDS is moving to 
the Main Stage on Saturday, March 23 
as part of Warrandyte Festival 2019, 
starting at the new time of 4:30pm.

Ju s t  o n  t h re e  s o l i d  h o u r s  o f 
performances from some of the area’s 
talented youth will see solo performers 
and bands, battle it out for the top prize 
— a full day of recording at Jet Studios.

Organisers have shifted the event 
from the previous Friday night slot 
to give young, emerging musicians 
the opportunity to fine-tune their 
performance in front of a larger 
audience.

“For some entries, it will be their 
first time playing in front of a really 
large crowd.

Warrandyte Festival audiences are 
so friendly and it’s probably one of 
the best stages they could choose to 
showcase what they are all about,” 
Battle co-ordinator Opal Gough told 
the Diary.

You would think young band Dead 
Pig might be new to the stage, given 
the average age of its members is 12. 

However, Cam, Josh and Lucas have 
been playing together for almost a year 
now… and not just in front of their 
parents.

The boys met in primary school and 
played at their grade six graduation, 
which had an audience of just over 
500 people.

“Our musical influences include 
Queen, Metallica, Nirvana, AC/DC and 
other great musicians and we hope to 
continue performing at gigs and any 
opportunities our band is offered,” said 
Dead Pig, collectively.

Rapper C-K-H (aka Charlie Harrison) 
is an 18-yr-old who spent much of last 
year airing his “smooth flows”, “banging 
instrumentals” and “catchy hooks and 
choruses” at regional festivals around 
Victoria.

The young musician lists mainstream 
rappers J Cole and Anderson Paak as 
inspirations and notes the release of his 
first studio EP Maybe One Day I Will, 
due out on April 5, 2019.

“Everyone is super keen to get on 
the Stiggants stage,” organiser Opal 
Gough said.

“We have lots of local performers 
and also entrants from rural Victoria, 
including a young hip-hop artist from 
Gippsland and an indie pop all-girl 
group from Castlemaine.” 

Indie pop performers Tully Boyle, 
Isabella  Clarke,  Verity  Morden 
and Sascha Muller started writing 
music as Ethical Decimal last year in 
Castlemaine.

They capped the year off in front of an 
audience of 10,000 student protestors 
at last year’s School Strike for Climate 
movement in Australia, performing on 
the back of the Victorian Trades Hall 

truck to kick start the Melbourne rally.
“ I t  w a s  a n  a m a z i n g  f e e l i n g , 

performing in front of all those happy 
faces.

Looking out at them really helped 
boost our confidence and make our 
show a hundred times better,” Ethical 
Decimal’s Tully Boyle told the Diary.

“It was exhilarating to have everyone 
join in and clap along to our song… 
such a great experience!”

Audiences can expect some Cookin’ 
on 3 Burners, Missy Higgins and Booker 
T. & the M.G’s from Warranwood five 
piece band, Space Goats.

Inspired by both the Melbourne and 
international music scenes, Space 
Goats cover songs that are rich with 
funk/soul.  

With Isabelle Petherick on vocals, 
Cody Midro on guitar, Noah Kendal on 
drums and Pierce Allan on keyboard, 
they are able to recreate similar sounds 
from the great bands of the 60s and 
70s, as well as create original and 
contemporary music.

Also “excited” to be joining the Battle 
line-up, is Suzi, an 18-year old singer/

songwriter from the Mornington 
Peninsula.

In 2016, she was runner up in the 
Voice of Rosebud Singing Competition, 
creating a name for herself in the local 
scene. 

Since then, Suzi has been writing 
and recording original material in 
preparation for a release later this year.

Surfing by day and making music by 
night, Warrandyte/Ringwood lads Jake 
Tutic, Mateo Gonzalez, Kieran Blanco 
and Riley Griffiths  will play original 
songs inspired by 70s and 80s alt rock 
bands, including INXS, The Doors and 
Black Sabbath.

With some “original songs spilling 
out”, Bleached and Blessed band 
member Mateo Gonzalez told the 
Diary, the band “can’t wait to debut at 
Warrandyte’s Battle of the Bands”.

With last year’s entrant Reborn 
Rebellion returning to the stage, the 
Battle is shaping up to deliver a heady 
mix of genres, from funk and soul to 
hip-hop, indie pop and rock.

Battle entrants: may your rock gods 
be with you!

Excellent! Battle of the Bands hits the big stage

tusc.

Dead Pig C-K-H Suzi



UPCOMING MARKETS:
Saturday April 6 and Saturday May 4, 

8am to 1pm
Stiggants Reserve, Warrandyte

www.warrandyteriversidemarket.com.au
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THE HOTTEST trends in sustainable 
fashion are expected to be set at 
Manningham Art Gallery’s upcoming 
exhibition, Beach Couture: A Haute 
Mess. 

The exhibition from February 27 to 
March 30 will feature wearable pieces, 
created by international artist Marina 
DeBris, from objects and rubbish 
collected from suburban beaches. 

Beach Couture:  A Haute Mess 
encourages viewers to reflect on the 
use of single-use materials and ‘fast 
fashion’, and the ability of materials 
to be transformed and reworked for 
new purposes. 

It is an area of growing interest and 
responsibility in the fashion industry. 

Manningham Mayor Cr Paula 
P i c c i n i n i  s a i d  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n 
highlighted the ever-growing problem 
of pollution in our waterways, created 
in part by our contemporary reliance 
on single-use items. 

“We can all play a part in preserving 
and protecting our waterways,” she 
said. 

“What enters the stormwater systems 
finds its way to smaller creek and 
eventually down the Yarra River and 
into Port Phillip Bay. 

“Everything is connected and 
ever ything we do impacts  the 
waterways.” 

Marina DeBris said this exhibition 
also challenged audiences to question 
their own efforts in sustainability. 

“I really want people to think about 
reducing, reusing, recycling and 
repurposing or re-gifting fashion, 
rather than dumping it on the street 
and seeing it end up as beach pollution 
or landfill,” she said. 

The exhibition also includes two 
public programs: a Fashion Conscious 
Tour that visits the Costume Collection 
in Bulleen, exploring the social history 
of Australian Fashion and a free 
Fashion Drawing Workshop led by 
an artist from the Manningham Art 

Studios. 
Beach Couture: A Haute Mess is part 

of the Virgin Australia Melbourne 
Fashion Festival Arts Program. 

For more information about the 
exhibition and public program 
bookings, visit manningham.vic.gov.
au/beach-couture-a-haute-mess. 

Green is the new black 

Marina DeBris, White Trash, from 
the series Beach Couture: A Haute 
Mess. All images Photographer: 
Richard Flynn/Model: Hannah Kat 
Jones/Hair: Erika Schmidt/Make 
Up: Lori Benson. Courtesy of the 
artist.

By KATRINA BENNETT

much ado

Somebody’s watching me

YOU KNOW THAT feeling, you’re 
lying in bed not quite awake, not quite 
asleep.

Just lying there wondering what woke 
you up. 

You get that feeling that someone’s 
watching you, but in the absence 
of a sudden, but no less welcome, 
appearance of Chris Hemsworth or Kit 
Harrington by your bedside, you start 
to drift off …

… the feeling returns. 
This time in the form of a brief, 

feather-light, almost hairy feeling. 
Again, as much as I’d like to think 

the hairy feeling is Kit Harrington 
resplendent in his Jon Snow, 
Commander of the Night Watch 
cloak.

It’s not.
No. 
Leaping out of bed, I swat at the 

fiendish eight legged, eight eyed, 
hairy bellied huntsman spider 
scuttling across my pillow, over the 
edge into the abyss of the great void 
otherwise known as ‘under the bed’.

Now, this great void has existed 
since I moved into my house 14 
years ago. 

Whilst the fashions of acceptable bed 
linen and throw cushions has changed, 
the position of the bed has not. 

Lurking in the depths of “under the 
bed” are dust devils the size of, well, 
missing throw cushions. 

Mixed in with long lost novels, the 
ubiquitous constantly disappearing 
iPhone charger and quite possibly a 
small child, I can now add a huntsman 
spider to the population of “under 
the bed”.

The remainder of the restless, 
stinking hot summer night was spent 
cowering under the doona, making 

sure no skin was exposed. 
I  was nought but a spineless 

amorphous puddle of humanity, 
sweating like I’d been dipped into the 
fiery bowls of hell.

Fevered thoughts entered my head. 
If I’m now spineless, does that make 

me an invertebrate? 
Huntsman spiders eat invertebrates. 
And skinks, they eat skinks. 
Goodness knows how many skinks 

there are in the void “under the bed”.
Morning brings a dip in temperature 

and more coherent thoughts. 
Slinking off to the shower I marvel 

at how everything feels better in the 
morning.

Until, like the very under-rated 80’s 

one hit wonder, Rockwell, I’m standing 
in the shower, afraid to wash my hair 
because it feels like “Somebody’s 
Watching Me”. 

Cautiously, I open my eyes. 
And there it is. 
A dust ball, with eight eyes and, 

curiously, now seven legs, staggering 
across the bathroom floor toward me. 

Like a drunken hermit crab, with its 
borrowed shell of encrusted dust, the 
eight eyes continue across the tiles. 

Raising a hairy limb, as if to hail a taxi 
outside the Warrandyte pub, I start to 
sense it’s feeling of futility. 

I mean seriously, have you ever 
left The Grand at closing time and 
happened upon a random taxi passing 
by?

Exiting the shower via the bathroom 
window, I skulk around to the garage 
to find my flame thrower. 

There is really only one solution to 
the nightmare I find myself in. 

I have to burn the house down. 
Surely the spider won’t survive that.
But as I stand there in the hot northly 

wind, it occurs to me, surely, it’s a Total 
Fire Ban day. 

I have no clothes, they’re still on the 
bathroom floor.

These two thoughts create quite the 
dilemma. 

A Total Fire Ban means the 
state park at the end of the 
street will be closed. 

With the park closed for the 
public’s safety, everyone has to 
illegally park their cars in the 
no standing zones so no fire 
trucks can get down the street. 

So, a fire appears to be out of 
the question.

The no clothes situation isn’t 
helping. 

Some parts of me are seeing 
the sun for quite possibly the 
first time in their life and are 
starting to burn, whether from 
embarrassment or sunburn 

I’m not sure.
With no other choice, I march back 

into the bathroom, pick up my hapless 
little arachnid friend and rinse him off 
under the shower. 

We strike a deal, I’ll vacuum the floor 
so he doesn’t drown in the dust and 
he’ll eat all the mossies and flies in 
the house.

Now, when I lie there sweating in 
the heat, and I feel like someone’s 
watching me, I sincerely wish it was 
Jon Snow staring at me broodily, 
forewarning me that

“Winter is Coming”. 



MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC
A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning 

muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!
12–14 Blair Street, Warrandyte  9844 5495

Checkout our reviews on Facebook

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

Eye Examinations Bulk Billed

30% off all Sunglasses
including

OAKLEY •  OROTON  •  MAUI JIM

Mon to Thu 9 to 5.30•Fri 9 to 7•Sat 9 to 1
Ph 9844 4422  warrandyte@eyeson.com.au

Goldfields Plaza Warrandyte
Experienced Optometrists Locally Owned and Run

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

Committed to caring 
for all family pets

Andrew John
Managing Director

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

p: 0412 765 210 e: fwpd10@gmail.com

‘We cover all areas of painting and decorating’ 

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
 • Taxation Return Preparation
 • Electronic Lodgement Service
 • Accounting & Business Consultants

CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely in style & comfort. 
Airport  transfer, parties, weddings. 
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6 
passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801.

PORT DOUGLAS By The Beach 
100m 2 Self Contained Units Pool 
spa 2 bed unit & 1 bed with spa 
BBQ area car space. kvanscoy@
tpg.com.au Call 0409 359 240.

DIARY MINI ADS

Industrial, Commercial, Domestic

DAMIEN NOTT 
0438 537 773

Call Damien for a quote on 0438 537 773, 9844 2287

Did you know?
Warrandyte Diary is the

“Best Community Newspaper”
in Victoria.

Support the paper that supports 
your community.

Advertise here to be seen by 
thousands of readers each month.

Size options for every budget.

18 Warrandyte Diary MARCH 2019

Warrandyte Diary What’s On guide would not be 
possible without the contribution from the 
In Your Backyard Facebook Group.
For more events across the Yarra Valley
Search for @IYBinyourbackyard on Facebook

what’s on

 

Eltham Farmers Market
Every Sunday
9am – 1pm
Eltham Town Hall,  
Arthur Street, Eltham

Park Orchards Market
Saturday, March 16
9am – 1pm
Park Orchards Primary,  
1-3 Bowmore Avenue,  
Park Orchards

Eltham Craft and Produce 
Market
Sunday, March 17
8:30am – 1pm
Alistair Knox Park,  
Eltham

Wonga Park Farmers 
Market
Saturday, March 23
9am – 2pm
Wonga Park Primary, 
41 Dudley Road, Wonga Park

Eltham Farmers’ Market 
Food Swap
Sunday, March 24
9:30am – 10:30am
Eltham Town Hall,  
Arthur Street, Eltham

Warrandyte  
Riverside Market
Saturday, April 6
8am – 1pm
Stiggants Reserve

Local markets

Event:  Walkin’ the Line – Johnny Cash &    
 June Carter Tribute Show
When:  Friday, March 15, 8pm–10.30pm
Where:   Rosebank North, 149/151 

Warrandyte Road, Ringwood North.
Info: Be part of the special dinner and 
show. www.rosebanknorth.com.au

Event:  Film Society — The Man from 
Coxs   River
When:  Friday, March 15, 7pm for 7:30pm  
 start
Where:  Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Info: Sign up for annual membership. 
Nibbles prior to film, coffee and 
conversation afterwards. Wine is sold by the 
glass. DVD’s available to hire, free of charge 
to members. Friendly social group — come 
along and meet new people.

Event:  Messy Play Day @ Maroondah   
 Toy Library
When:  Sunday, March 17, 10am–1pm
Where:  Maroondah Toy Library, 35–39   
 Tortice Drive, Ringwood North
Info:  Your little ones can enjoy a 
morning of exploring a range of messy play 
stations that encourage sensory exploration 
and creativity. Toy library tours for new 
members. Entry fee on the door – starting 
from $5.
www.maroondahtoylibrary.org.au

Event:  Croydon Multicultural Festival
When:  Saturday, March 16 – Sunday,   
 March 17, 10am–4pm
Where:  Croydon Main Street, Croydon
Info:  Celebrate and enjoy a rich 
multicultural day with live music, street 
food, kids activities and much more. Free 
event. www.croydonmainstreet.com.au

Event:  Music in the Park
When:  Sunday, March 17, 12pm–4:30pm
Where:  Ringwood Lake Park, 168  
 Maroondah Hwy, Ringwood
Info:  Free big band music at the Sound 
Shell. Bring a picnic and invite your friends 
to join in an afternoon of good music. 

Event:  Warrandyte Thriving Families  
 Workshop
When:  Tuesday, March 19, 7pm–9pm
Where:  Warrandyte Community Church
Info:  Workshop for parents and carers 
on practical strategies, ideas on supporting 
your family to thrive. Presenter: Hannah 
Gamble, Paediatric Occupational Therapist. 
Tickets $15 from Eventbrite.

Event:  Introduction to Crochet  
 with Jozica Kutin
When:  Tuesday, March 19 (for three 
  weeks), 7pm–9pm
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Info:  $75 to register for the course. 
Covering all the basics you need to get you 
started, such as types of hooks, stitches and 
patterns.  A practical class with experienced 
help to guide your first projects. Visit 
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House to 
register.

Event:  Warrandyte Film Feast
When:  Friday, March 22, 6pm–8pm
Where:  Stiggants Reserve, Warrandyte
Info:  A film feast on the banks of the 
Yarra River. Tickets $20. www.trybooking.
com.au

Event:  Warrandyte Festival
When:  March 22–March 24
Where:  Stiggants Reserve
Info:  www.warrandytefestival.org

 Event:  Creative Art Café Sessions —  
 Maggie’s Art Corner
When:  Monday, March 25, 9:30am –   
 11:30am
Where:  Now & Not Yet Café, Warrandyte
Info:  Entry covers free play for one 
(over two-years-old) and all basic material 
supplied. Tickets $8.50 from Eventbrite.

Event:  Yarra Valley VIEW Club Lunch
When:  Tuesday, March 26, 12pm
Where:  Yering Meadows Golf Club
Info:  Wendy  0438 625 556 This month’s 
speaker is Sam Suke — Physiotherapist

Event:  Family Movie Night: Ralph   
 Breaks the Internet 
When:  Saturday, March 30, 6pm–10:30pm
Where:   Coleman Park, Coleman Road, 

Warrandyte South
Info:  Tickets from $5 available on the 
night at the venue. Pre-show entertainment 
and activities from 6pm.

Event:  Melt & Pour Soap Making  
 Workshop with Froza Katsis 
When:  Saturday, March 30, 1pm – 4pm
Where:  Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Info: $85 (includes all materials, value 
of $50). Discover a new hobby. Soap base and 
all materials are included in your class kit 
along with an array of ingredients to choose 
from to make your range of soaps.

Event:  Bramleigh Estate Wedding Expo
When:  Sunday, March 31, 10am–3pm
Where:  Bramleigh Estate, Warrandyte
Info:  www.bramleighestate.com.au

Event:  The Rick Hart Trio
When:  Sunday, March 31, 1pm–4pm
Where: Kellybrook Winery, Wonga Park
Info:  Free entry. For table bookings call 
9722 1304. Family friendly.

Event:  Messy Play Mondays
When:  Monday, April 1, 11am–12:30pm
Where:  Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 
Info: $10 per session. Squish, squlch, 
splash, drop, smear, toss, spray and ooze.  
Enjoy the fun and benefits of messy play 
without the cleanup. A facilitated playgroup.

Event: Friends of Warrandyte State 
 Park Nursery
When:  First Saturday of each month until  
 November, 9am–12pm
Where: FOWSP Nursery, 
 Pound Bend Road, 
 Warrandyte State Park
Info:  1300 764 422

Event:  Maroondah Night Run
When:  Friday, April 6, 6pm–8pm
Where:  Ringwood Golf, 352 Canterbury 
  Road, Ringwood
Info:  A fun 5km night run around 
Ringwood Golf Course, Tickets $25–$50. 
www.maroondah.vic.gov.au

 

Event:   He Named Me Malala — Gala 
fundraising screening

When:  Friday, March 8, 7pm
Where:  Warrandyte Neighbourhood  
 House
Info:  Tickets: Adults $16;  
13– 18 years $10. Book online  
www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.
org.au or call 9844 1839. 
Celebrate International Women’s day 
by joining us for a gala screening of 
He Named Me Malala at Warrandyte 
Neighbourhood House.  

International Women’s Day

Cinema Under The Stars
presents

Wreck It Ralph 2

Colman Reserve
Saturday March 30 2019



CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

0411 267 490 
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L  W O R K  G U A R A N T E E D

Licensed Roof Plumbers

Address:  Warrandyte Community Centre (Victory 
room, upstairs) - 168 Yarra St, Warrandyte 3113
Website:   www.taekwondo.com.au
Email:  warrandyte@taekwondo.com.au
Phone:  0416 027 665

All types of  
glass, glazing,  
mirrors, shower 

screens

WARRANDYTE  
GLASS 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron
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By WARREN STRYBOSCH

finance

THE LONG-awaited Royal Commission 
has occurred and I must say the outcome 
was disappointing.

What should have been a Royal 
Commission into banks ended up as an 
Inquisition into Mortgage Brokering.

The recommendation that will have 
the biggest impact on the lives of brokers 
is Recommendation 1.3 — Mortgage 
broker remuneration.

T h e  re c o m m e n d at i o n  i s  a i m e d 
at removing the upfront and trail 
commission’s broker receives from banks.  

The recommendation is for consumers 
to pay the broker — not the bank.

Imagine if this applied to all sales people 
across Australia.  

They would turn up to work one day 
and their employers would say, “sorry, we 
can’t pay you commissions anymore for 
selling our products — ask our customers 
to pay you instead.” 

Does anyone see this as just plain 
ludicrous?

Who would actually spend $3,000–
$5,000 for advice from a broker in the hope 
of getting a loan?  

I suspect not many — especially when 
you are not guaranteed of getting one.  

The banks would have loved this.  
Not only do they get to stop paying 

brokers, but this recommendation would 
force most people to go to the banks to get 
a loan…the very same banks that led to 
the Royal Commission in the first place.  

Am I the only one seeing the irony in 
all of this?

Then you have Labor.  
B e f o r e  t h e  R o y a l  C o m m i s s i o n 

findings were released, Labor stated 
categorically it would implement ALL the 
recommendations.  

Given the party was already fighting 
property owners, small business owners 
and retirees by wanting to abolish negative 
gearing, remove tax-free thresholds on 
trust distributions and franking credits 
for retirees, it was pretty brave to go after 
brokers in favour of the big banks.

Thankfully, with persistent campaigning, 
the brokers have made Labor realise they 
should not be the scapegoats.

If not for brokers, there would have been 
less competition and rates would have 
been higher.  

To remove brokers is akin to returning 
to the time where customers had little 
choice in where they could go, resulting 
in poorer outcomes. 

Isn’t that why we had the Royal 
Commission in the first place?

T h a n k f u l l y ,  L a b o r  h a s  d o n e  a 
backflip and will not implement all 76 
recommendations.  

You might say it was a “labor of love” but 
really it is about the votes.  

With the heavy campaigning brokers 
were doing it did not bode well for Labor 

to look like it was supporting banks in 
favour of the small business owners.

Labor has agreed to retain upfront 
commissions, which will increase from 
0.54 to 1.1 per cent of the loan draw down.  

Ironically, this is how it was years ago 
and it was the banks that asked for lower 
up fronts and a trail to be implemented.  

It seems no one in Labor recalls history 
or understands what ‘churning’ means.

It will be interesting to see how this all 
plays out over the next few years.

May b e  t h e y  s h o u l d  i m p l e m e n t 
Recommendation 1.5 — Mortgage 
brokers as financial advisers. 

www. findinsurance.com.au
PH: 1300 88 38 30
Warren Strybosch is a local who provides 

tax and financial planning advice.

This information is of a general nature 
only and has been prepared without taking 
into account your particular financial 
needs, circumstances and objectives. 
While every effort has been made to 
ensure the accuracy of the information, 
it is not guaranteed. You should obtain 
professional advice before acting on the 
information contained in this publication. 
Warren Strybosch, Find Wealth Pty Limited 
ABN 20 140 585 075, Corporate Authorised 
Representative No. 236815 of ClearView 
Financial Advice Pty Ltd ABN 89 133 593 
012, AFSL No. 331367.   Find Accountant 
Pty Limited ABN 57613578779. Tax Agent 
No: 25488732

Insurance Part 6: Mortgage broker 
A Labor of love, or is it?

By JAIME NOYE
YARRA WARRA Preschool and Bush Kinder 
was part of the combined Nillumbik 
Council Preschools Open Day in February.

The event was a great success with many 
new families visiting the centre.

Visitors to Yarra Warra’s Open Day had 
the chance to meet all three lead teachers; 
Connie Solty, Meegan Hall and Carla 
Tice-Hay.

Families also had the opportunity to 
explore the kinder room at their leisure 
and really get into the outdoor play-spaces 
including Bush Kinder, where many happy 
children were enjoying the sunshine.

“There was a lot of interest in the kinder 
at the Open Day,” said President David 
Hamilton.

“Families were interested in how 
the kinder is community run, and the 
opportunities for parent involvement.”

Yarra Warra Preschool and Bush 
Kinder has the best of everything to 
offer; a strong sense of local community, 
incredible outdoor education facilities, 
an exceeding National Standards rating 
as well as; exemplary rated, local and very 
experienced teachers.

“It was so wonderful to see so many 
familiar faces at our Open Day.

“We had ex-kinder families bring along 
their extended family members and new 
neighbours to the Open Day.

“This is really what Warrandyte does best, 
making connections in the community 
and sharing the joy that is Yarra Warra 
Preschool,” said teacher Meegan Hall.

Yarra Warra Preschool and Bush Kinder 
are running tours every week until 
enrolments close in June.

If you would like to learn more about 
the preschool and Bush Kinder visit 
www.yarrawarrapreschool.org.

Book a tour now to see the magic for 
yourself — phone 9844 3808.

Peek through the Bush Kinder gate



PERSONALISED LEARNING . STUNNING FACILITIES . SIMPLIFIED FEES

Billanook’s exceptional teachers provide a holistic education to equip 
every child with the skills for success in a changing world. Our focus on 
personalised learning, stunning and well-resourced learning environment 
and new, simplified fee structure are all part of a Billanook education.

Come and see what makes a Billanook education unique. 

It’s a great time to Belong at Billanook.

BELONG AT BILLANOOK

03 9724 1179

billanook.vic.edu.au

MOOROOLBARK
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By NIETA MANSER
THE FIRST day of school is always 
exciting and for those children who are 
starting Foundation, there is always a 
buzz within the school as they arrive. 

Anderson’s Creek Primary School 
had 53 new students make their 
way up the path for their first day of 
primary school and it was all smiles 
and fun as they made their way into 
their new classroom. 

A strong transition program has 
assisted Anderson’s Creek over the 
years to ensure that the first day of 
school is an exciting and positive 
experience for both parent and child.

Foundation Coordinator, Anna 
Verga,  w orks  clos ely  w ith the 
preschools to ensure the needs of 
children are met and that there are 
no surprises for children when they 
arrive on day one.

“We also have our Bridges program 
and Storybook time throughout their 
preschool years, so that when they 
arrive on their first day they feel settled 
and confident about being in school,” 
she says.

O nce parents  had said their 

goodbyes the new students settled 
in, spending the day getting to know 
each other. 

Josie, aged 5, said she had a fun day 
and enjoyed playing with friends. 

“I like school and we had fun all day,” 
she says. 

The focus for first term will be 
helping the students adjust to school 
routines and classroom norms. 

Principal, Sue Dyos, was pleased to 
announce that there were no tears on 
day one. 

“Our Preps were all smiles as they 
said their goodbyes — some parents 
were a different matter,” she says. 

A cup of tea in the staffroom helped 
alleviate any emotions as parents got 
to know each other and celebrate their 
child’s milestone. 

By JOSEPH CAURANA
THE LIONS CLUB of Warrandyte 
cont inue to work closely wi th 
Warrandyte High and the high school 
says it couldn’t be happier.

Chloe Wallace in Year 11 was 
recently awarded $600 as part of the 
Youth Citizenship Awards, courtesy of 
the Lions Club in Warrandyte. 

Chloe spoke most poignantly about 
her time in Vietnam recently as part 
of the Warrandyte High School World 
Challenge experience. 

She will now proceed to represent 
Warrandyte High School in further 
speaking competitions.

Zach Deacon (Year 11) and Pacifica 
Guan (Year 11) also spoke most 
effectively and persuasively at the 
Lions Club Youth Awards evening held 
recently in Warrandyte. 

Pacifica argued the flaws associated 
with the Medicare system most 
strikingly, while Zac delivered a 
thought provoking speech advocating 
we change January 26 as the day we 
celebrate Australia Day.

For their efforts, they won prizes of 
$400 and $200 respectively.
Pictured from right:
Chloe Wallace; Zac Deacon and 
Pacifica Guan with thier awards

Students as leaders

By KYLIE LEWIS
CO N G R AT U L AT I O N S  to  Em i ly 
Dixon and Oscar Spring as the 
newly appointed School Captains of 
Warrandyte Primary School.

The position o School Captain is 
a process that celebrates students 
who, through their own initiative, 
demonstrate the values of Warrandyte 
Primary School, including respect and 
encouragement of others.

The position of School Captain is a 
highly sought after position, and Emily 
and Oscar can be very proud of their 
achievement.

The title of School Captain will 
involve them facilitating Whole-School 
Assemblies, representing our school 
at a variety of community events, and 
meeting with the Principal to provide 

student voice to the activities that are 
provided by the school.

Student voice at Warrandyte Primary 
School is clearly represented across the 
school and especially in the Student 
Representative Council (SRC).

T h e  S R C  i s  f o r m e d  b y  t w o 
representatives from each grade 
throughout the school.

The group meet several times a term 
to discuss the learning experiences of 
students and provide an opportunity 
for students to share ideas with the 
Principal.

The SRC promotes students being 
able to have a say in the decision 
making and actions of the school, and 
supports overall student wellbeing.

Student Voice is further embedded 
through opportunities at the school 
where they can practice leadership.

Through this, students learn many 
vital skills including organisation, 
equality, accountability and public 
speaking.

This week, many Year 6 students 
were awarded positions as leaders of: 
Japanese, Visual Arts, Performing Arts, 
Environmental Club, Social Services, 
and House Captains.

Each team of leaders will be a voice 
for the wider population of students 
and will be responsible for providing 
reports of upcoming and past events.

Congratulations to all the students 
who have received a position of 
leadership.

We look forward to an exciting year 
ahead!

Foundations for a good year ahead

Warrandyte High Youth Citizenship Awards



OPEN DAY

SATURDAY
16TH MARCH
10AM - 12PM

570 Park Road, Park Orchards 3114
GROW   LEARN   EXPLORE

Tell your 
friends
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By NIETA MANSER
IN THE 21st century, schools need to 
ensure they are developing skills in 
students which will prepare them for a 
society that uses advanced technology.

Building a skill set in collaboration, 
critical thinking as well as problem-
solving are also crucial elements of 
teaching today.

As part of designing a curriculum for 
students that values a STEM approach 
to learning, Anderson’s Creek Primary 
School (ACPS) has used a $3,000 grant 
from the Warrandyte Community Bank 
to buy robots that cater for a range of 
ages.

As part of the banks initiative to 
give back and invest in the local 
community, ten Blue-Bot’s and twelve 
Sphero’s were purchased for the school 
to teach coding.

Blue-Bot’s are a fun and interactive 
tool that makes coding simple for early 
years children.

Students press the command keys 
to send Blue-Bot forward and back, 
left and right and learn counting, 
sequencing, directionality, problem-
solving, and estimation.

Students are anxious to put Blue-
Bot through its paces and develop 
important thinking skills while they 
are having fun.

For older primary students, the 
Sphero’s have been purchased to cater 
for more sophisticated coding.

They are a spherical robot toy that 
looks like a white orb wrapped in 
polycarbonate plastic.

They are capable of rolling around, 
changing colours, running programs, 
and being controlled by a smartphone 
or tablet. 

Foundation students have already 
begun using these newly purchased 
robots and have demonstrated 
that they can quickly adapt to new 

technology in the classroom.
Using the Bots, they designed tracks 

to give directions to the artificial 
intelligence.

STEM Coordinator and Prep teacher, 
Amanda Callaway, says the students 
are very excited and thoroughly 
engaged in the new program.

“We want to introduce basic coding 
as part of our STEM approach to 
learning and engage students at the 
same time.”

STEM is a curriculum based on 
the idea of educating students in 
four specific disciplines — science, 
t e c h n o l o g y ,  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d 
mathematics — in an interdisciplinary 
and applied approach.

“Using the Bots and Sphero’s we are 
able to provide up to date technological 
applications in our students learning,” 
says Mrs Callaway.

By KYLIE LEWIS
EACH WEEK, alongside the curriculum 
areas of Literacy and Numeracy, 
Warrandyte Primary School (WPS) 
students interact and explore units 
of Science.

Specialist Science Teacher, Jenny 
McDonnell,  knows the value of 
teaching science to all students.

“Science explorations allow students 
the opportunity to discover and build 
on their understandings of their 
everyday world.

“It also promotes students to build 
scientific skills that assist them with 
their overall learning, as they predict, 
observe, make informed decisions, 
problem solve and design,” she said.

This term, every student in every 
grade at WPS will be donning their 
metaphorical lab coat in the pursuit 

of science.
Prep’s to Grade 2s will be investigating 

their ideas about living and non-living 
things.

The Preps are considering the needs 
of their class pet turtle Tony, and the 
Grade 1 and 2 students are working 
collaboratively in small groups to raise 
mealworms to observe their life cycle.

The Grade 3 and 4 students are 
extending on these ideas, as they 
look at the features of living and 
non-living things and begin to form 
classifications.

In Grade 5 and 6, excitement has 
taken over as the students begin work 
on designing and creating an electric 
car.

The students are provided with a 
motor and are then required to design 
a car using recycled materials, the 

finished cars will go up against each 
other in a WPS recycled e-car Grand 
Prix.

Principal Craig Crouch, sees the 
value in this well-established Science 
Program and the enjoyment it provides 
for all students.

“This year we are excited to further 
enhance our teaching of Science, 
t h ro u g h  a  d e d i c at e d  S c i e n c e, 
Te c h n o l o g y ,  E n g i n e e r i n g  a n d 
Mathematics (STEM) space.

“This space will be particularly useful 
to our Grade 5 and 6 students, as they 
solder circuit boards and create the 
body of their electric cars.”

Warrandyte Primary School will also 
host a STEM workshop at this year’s 
Warrandyte Festival, so if your young 
ones have a keen interest in science 
and engineering, go check it out.

ACPS breaks the code Physics, Biology and Electronics
Back to school with science and engineering
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The continent of Africa is 
vast; we probably could 
devote a decade’s worth 
of travel section to it 
and still only scratch the 
surface. 
Whether you are after 
tourism or are off to the 
cradle of humankind on a 
business trip, this magical 
continent offers up a 
different experience each 
time. 
In this month’s travel 
section, let our local 
travel agent Carolyn wet 
your appetite with some 
tasty tips on planning a 
trip to South Africa and 
by contrast, read an 
enthralling account of 
a more gritty continent 
from Diary reader Judy 
Dungey and her partner 
Ken, who were there last 
month.

When a trip to Africa is mentioned, 
the first thing that comes to mind is 
usually elephants or lions.

Africa is the land of the safari, after 
all.

This was our third trip to South Africa 
in less than 18 months.

Certainly, on our first two trips 
we saturated ourselves in the safari 
experience and had the most amazing 
encounters that will stay with us 
forever — especially the Botswana 
elephants, the Zambian hippos and 
the Kruger leopards — but those are 
fifteen other stories.

This time our South African safari led 
us away from the ubiquitous wildlife 
and showed us another side of this 
incredible, if confronting, land.

That’s Africa!
Away from the crime, crowding and 

pollution of Johannesburg and the 
undeniable beauty of Capetown is 
a world of over-the-top indulgence 
that sits side by side with poverty and 
a slow, ancient way of life.

This place is rich beyond measure 
in mineral wealth — gold mines, 
chromium mines, diamond mines and 

even platinum mines are everywhere 
— and then you see the shanty towns 
of tin huts where the workers of these 
mines live.  

No power, no running water but 
above all, no rent.

Even in the countryside, visibility 
is poor and the air is heavy with 
pollution.

Our hosts explain that it is because 
these workers have no electricity and 
must use open fires for cooking and 
heating. 

They make no mention of the coal 
mines that are everywhere.

Even so, the main South African 
p o w e r  c o m p a n y  h a s  re c e n t l y 
announced that it is bankrupt and 
does not have enough funds to supply 
the nation with electricity.

Power shedding has commenced, 
and almost every day power is cut for 
hours at a time without warning. 

No air conditioning, no traffic lights 
— for anyone.

South Africans simply roll their eyes 
and exclaim, “that’s Africa!”.

Cradle of Mankind
Nevertheless, there are wonders to 

be found everywhere.
The Cradle of Mankind marks a 

site in a series of caves where the 
oldest human remains were found — 
Mrs Ples is the skeleton of a female 
protohuman purported to have lived 
over three million years ago.

The underground museum traces 
the history of the world through five 
billion years and is a very exciting 
place to visit, unlike any museum I 
have seen before.

It culminates with a river ride 
through freezing glaciers  and 
boiling volcanoes in a trip worthy of 

Disneyworld, a great reward for bored 
kids who have endured a “tedious” 
visit to this world class museum.

Then there is Sun City: although 
once infamous as an international 
line-in-the-sand during the apartheid 
era, now both the country and the 
resort have moved on.

It was recommended to us by our 
host as an “artificial ocean” 1,500 
kilometres from the nearest beach.

In fact, it is a wave pool or surf lagoon 
covering a hectare of water with a 
hundred metres or more of beach 
sand — more an artificial lake than 
an ocean.

What make this pool different are the 
intricate environs.

The water park is just part of a resort 
themed on the fabled Lost Race ruled 
by a beautiful White Queen in a 
fabulous city somewhere in the wilds 
of Africa.

Four enormous hotels/casinos are 
spread throughout the gigantic Sun 
City, together with the water park 
and its lazy river, surf beach and thrill 
rides.

Huge statues of gigantic animals — 
elephants, monkey kings and giraffes 
— are at every turn.

A huge set of doors seemingly 
straight from the island of King Kong 
stand at the entrance of the beach, and 
water pours from the mouths of lions 
as the wave builds in the surf lagoon.

A warning boom, then the wave 
swells into being and people are 
thrown in all directions before it.

The hotels are of (truly) awesome 
proportions and filled with gigantic 
pi l lars,  mosaics  and w inding, 
bejewelled staircases.

We enjoyed an African style high 

tea in one of the palatial halls while 
a pianist played a grand piano “once 
played by Liberace” in its heyday.

On the way home, a street vendor 
tries to sell me a chameleon through 
the car window.  

Retail Therapy
The next day we went shopping. 
The craftsmanship of the street 

vendors is astonishing (or dreadful, 
depending which street you choose).

I wanted to buy a mask for a 
particular place I had in mind at 
home, and I became distressed at the 
number of choices I had to make and 
for all the items I just could not take 
with me.

I am still mourning the pair of metre-
long masks covered with beaten 
copper over ebony that I had to refuse, 
and the hundred-year-old antique 
mask that I just could not fit in my 
suitcase.

Ken, overseeing the vendor’s packing 
skills, finally ordered me to not look 
up, in case I saw another must-buy.

African Cowboy Style
On another day, we had occasion to 

attend a cattle sale, so we headed for 
Fredericksburg, Limpopo province, 
South Africa.

Now, you would think that cattle 
sales would be pretty much the 
same the world over — babbling 
auctioneers, dusty cattle yards, 
nervous cows, tiered bleacher seats 
and hay bales — they are all pretty 
much the same.

But not in South Africa — here they 
do it in style.

This particular cattle sale was held 
in a mock-medieval castle, complete 
with suits of armour, antique furniture, 
chandeliers, heavy silver cloches and 
candelabras, tapestries, bunting… the 
place was amazing.

The uncomfortable reality of Africa is 
the history of its safari industry. 

There are thousands of wild game 
reserves across South Africa and, 
just like the best cattle breeders, 
each reserve wants to stock the most 
superior genetics.

Castle de Wildt is a purpose-built 
sale yard designed for the wild animal 
trade.  

A decline in this trade has seen the 
Castle de Wildt (Castle of the Wild) 
reduced to selling beef cattle in its 
state-of-the-art facilities.  

Prestige wagyu cattle, but still – 
domestic animals.

Imposing gates reveal a drive way 
covered with a red carpet and lined 
every 10 metres or so by ancient suits 
of armour complete with lances.  

We park our car with the hundreds 
of other “buckies” (utility trucks) and 
Jeeps and enter a hall crowded with 

antique furniture, statues and gigantic 
portraits.

We are offered sherries and ushered 
through to an elegant courtyard 
where a celebrity chef hovers over 
a battery of barbecues, preparing 
Wagyu delicacies that are served by 
liveried manservants to checked-
shirted African cowboys.

In the VIP hall,  a banquet is 
underway. 

L ong,  long tables  with more 
candelabras, silver platters and dozens 
of antique chairs, sofas, chaise lounges 
and ten-metre-long chesterfields are 
everywhere.  

Lovely girls in semi-medieval 
evening gowns wander the crowd, 
playing violins, flutes and even 
saxophones.  

This is where the wooing of potential 
buyers takes place prior to the auction.

At last, the evening sale begins.  
Clutching our champagne flutes we 

are eventually herded in to the auction 
hall, another hangar-like building that 
can house up to a thousand buyers on 
two or three levels.  

Banks of sound and video equipment 
line one wall.  

The room is filled with more long 
banquet tables equipped with huge 
ice buckets holding bottles of water 
and soft drink.  

All the halls are air-conditioned but 
still, this is Africa – it is hot.  

The auction begins (as do most 
formal functions in South Africa) 
with a bible reading and prayer (in 
Afrikaans), a speech or two from 
visiting dignitaries and then the two 
auctioneers begin their task.  

The currency is in South African 
Rand, so the prices sound impressive. 

One animal sells for four hundred 
thousand Rand, a South African 
record.  

That’s $40,000 Australian dollars – 
not bad, but not quite as impressive 
as in Rand.

And nowhere near the prices the 
wild animals once commanded.

There are fifty lots.  
The Auctioneers rattle off their 

hyperbole, sometimes both talking at 
once and getting in each other’s way.  

Finally the last animal is sold, and 
people begin to wander outside 
f o r  m o re  Wa g y u  b u r g e r s  a n d 
conversation.  

Inside the bidders and sellers finalise 
their transactions, stayers move back 
to the grand hall for more champers.  

Without warning, the reality of South 
Africa intrudes on the night.  

The bankrupt electricity company 
abruptly cuts power and the lights 
go out.  

The back-up generators kick in, but 
it is time to go.

That’s Africa.

Africa without the wildlife



Terms and conditions apply.  Subject to change and availability.  Book by 31 March 2019.

Spectacular
South Africa

Explore the highlights of  
South Africa by coach

17 days from $4325* 
ex Melbourne

Includes:
•  Airfares ex Melbourne
•  15 Day Coach Tour of South Africa
•  14 Breakfasts & 4 Dinners
•  Game Viewing & Sightseeing

For all enquiries and bookings
(03) 9844 2477
book@warrandytetravel.com.au
2 Webb Street, Warrandyte  VIC  3113
www.warrandytetravel.com.au
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Destination South Africa

Ask 
Carolyn

South Africa offers visitors a wide variety of experiences found nowhere 
else on Earth.

With nine provinces, 11 official languages, diverse cultures, amazing 
landscapes and the chance to experience incredible wildlife — there is an 
adventure waiting for you in this fascinating destination.

Visitors to South Africa will discover the ultimate holiday destination 
where they can explore, hike, relax, surf, go on safari, eat, drink and delve 
into the history of this beautiful country and its people.

Accommodation options are endless, from five-star comfort and 
luxurious safari lodges to roughing it around a campfire in the bush, all 
offer great value.

Revel in South Africa’s natural wonders — from the world-famous Kruger 
National Park, iconic landmark Table Mountain, the mouth-watering 
Garden Route, numerous World Heritage Sites and pristine beaches; where 
else can you be diving with great white sharks in the morning and riding 
an ostrich in the same afternoon?

South Africa gets visitors up close and personal with more than just the 
Big Five.

Sail beside a whale, be charmed by urban penguins, or go eye to eye with 
crocodiles, this country guarantees to get your pulse racing.

Not only a scenic wonder, South Africa has a vibrant and colourful 
collection of rich history and culture.

Boasting some of the world’s most vibrant and diverse cities, you’ll find 
museums, art galleries, restaurants, bars and dazzling nightlife.

Visit Robben Island where Nelson Mandela was once imprisoned, or 
spend a day in a Zulu village or a city township for interactions that are 
real and inspiring.

The next time you are thinking about an adventure holiday, think South 
Africa.

The nation has a vast array of activities on offer, for all levels of adventure, 
from game viewing, wine routes and whale watching, to abseiling the 
Drakensberg Mountains and jumping off the world’s highest bungee jump 
— the opportunities are endless!

South Africa truly has something for everyone…. What are you waiting for?
Carolyn Allen is the Manager at Warrandyte Travel and Cruise
Email her – carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au or pop in to 2 Webb St.

Carolyn’s 
Travel Tips



2 Trezise St, Warrandyte 
Inside Warrandyte Consulting Rooms

Online bookings at: 
warrandytephysio.com.au

Ph: 9844 1566

Book your appointment today!

› Back Pain
› Neck Pain
› Sports Injuries
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EVERY FEW months, a new trend 
seems to come along in the fitness 
industry.
One practice which on the face of it 
appeared to be a flash in the pan, 
but has since gone on to increase in 

popularity and has been embraced 
by a large portion of the fitness 
community, is fasting.

Or rather — intermittent fasting.
It sounds crazy — we’ve been told for 

so long that skipping meals is bad, and 
that you need to eat not just to grow, 
but to also support fat loss.

If that’s the case, why then, are so 
many people seeing success with 
fasting?

Fasting 101
There are a number of ways you 

can employ principles of fasting in 
your diet.

Popular methods of fasting right now 
include Martin Berkhan’s Lean Gains 
and Ori Hoffmekler’s The Warrior Diet, 
both these methods employ variations 
of cramming all your meals into a small 
feeding window.

Other popular “daily fasting ” 
methods include Brad Pilon’s Eat. 
Stop. Eat program which features one 
of two 24 hour fasting periods a week 
or the 5:2 method which includes two 
days a week when you only consume 
a maximum of 500 calories.

Busting the myth
Let’s look at your metabolism.
It doesn’t suddenly drop after a few 

hours of not eating. It is calorie intake, 
not meal frequency that influences 
metabolism.

A 500-calorie meal will burn twice 
as many calories through metabolism 
and digestion than a 250-calorie meal, 
so one 500 meal or two 250 meals are 
comparatively similar.

Studies show no drop off in metabolic 
rates when the same number of 
calories are eaten in the same time 
frame but spaced further apart.

When fasting fails
The process of fasting doesn’t 

promote fat burning or weight loss, 
the old formula burning more calories 
than you are consuming is what does it.

Fasting is an eating protocol to 
assist with meeting daily calorie/ 
macronutrient requirements and 
managing hunger/ appetite and NOT 
a magical answer to having to eat fewer 
calories than you’re burning if you’re 
trying to lose weight.

As with any dietary practice that’s a 

little extreme, fasting can promote a 
disordered relationship with diet.

Restricting food on purpose, even for 
just a few hours can lead to cravings 
and potentially binge-eating.

Make sensible choices
Workouts can suffer too.
I f  y o u ’ r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t 

m a i n t a i n i n g  s t r e n g t h  a n d 
performance, fasting on strength 
training days may not be the best idea.

It is not just about calories and 
energy levels, consider muscle protein 
synthesis too — this is a BIG ONE if you 
are trying to build/retain muscle mass.

To be kept at optimal levels for 
anabolism (muscle building), you 
want to spike muscle protein synthesis 
by consuming protein every four to five 
hours, something which isn’t always 
possible when fasting.

But this is about choice, listening to 
your body and knowing what works 
for you.

Want to fast? Go ahead.
If fasting really does suit your 

personal preferences, your schedule 

and your lifestyle, then try it.
If it helps you to adhere to your diet 

better, and stick to the plan more so 
than splitting your meals up evenly 
would, then clearly, it’s a sensible 
choice to make, as consistency rules 
the day.

As protein is  so important,  I 
recommend supplementing with a 
BCAA supplement every few waking 
hours during a fast to help keep muscle 
protein synthesis levels up.

If building and maintaining muscle 
mass is your number one priority, then 
starving your muscles for hours at a 
time of the protein it needs is not going 
to be your best bet.

Remember, fasting isn’t a secret trick, 
or stubborn fat loss solution.

It’s just a different method of 
dieting that might suit your personal 
preferences better than eating every 
few hours.

The key element of that statement 
being the personal preference part.

Chris Sharp owns and operates 
r i v v a P T,  4 - 5 / 2 6 6  Ya r r a  S t , 
Warrandyte 0419 553 058

By COURTNEY SNOWBALL
THE WEEKEND of February 2/3 
saw local mountain biker and MTB 
Coach Wendy Snowball enjoying 
Rounds 5 and 6 of the Victorian XCO 
Championship Series at Red Hill, on 
the Mornington Peninsular.

It was a seriously well thought out 
and run event, entirely organised 
off the backs of the Red Hill Riders 
MTB Club.

The two days of racing both involved 
their fair share of sharp corners, steep 
ups, gnarly downs and all round tech 
for racers from all over the joint to 
enjoy.

Saturday’s race track was a mixture 
of up, down, around and up some 
more.

It involved a cardiac arrest invoking 
hill-start right off the line, continuing 
on for around 500m before hitting the 
smooth corners of “wombat trail”, the 
very well known and often dreaded 
“vomit climb” — the classically steep 
fire road section that any good MTB 
park offers.

As well as a dusty and boulder 
stricken down track, it was a fast trail 
featuring an abundance of rock drop 
offs and nicely paved berms.

The format of the competition is a 
mass start with all riders of all ages.

Wendy went up against five other 
riders in the Masters 3/4 category, 
finishing second.

She was hot on the trail of winner 
Tracey Davies, the two posting 
identical times for the first of the 
two-lap races, but Tracey got away in 
the second.

Wendy finishing 51 seconds behind 
the leader but a clear three minutes 

ahead of the next rider.
Sunday’s race course punished 

tired legs.
Much like Saturday, it began with a 

steep fire road from the start line and 
through the feed zone, turning into 
another climb highlighting dusty, 
slippery, steep, sharp rocky corners 
encouraging a grinding rhythm to get 
yourself to the top.

With little recovery, athletes headed 
straight into what started as a rocky 
descent but quickly migrated into a 
forest of tall pines.

It transformed into a rooty, slippy 
descent, requiring a fair bit of 
concentration to guide yourself over 
the roots without getting into too 
much of a rut.

The trail progressed into another 
steep, rooty ascent and finished off 
on a smooth, flow-y down, used 
to recover from the previous techy 
descent and lung bursting climb.

Wendy rode again, against three 
other riders, including Tracey.

Although this time, the tables were 
turned and Wendy took the win with 
a 45 second lead.

The weekend was a huge success 
and displayed to racers and clubs 
alike, the amount of thought, time, 
effort and energy put in by the Red 
Hill Riders MTB Club.

It was also great to have such a 
successful tier one XCO race in Victoria 
and to see so many people travelling 
from interstate to experience and 
enjoy the trails up for offer.

The Victorian Mountain Bike Series 
concluded on February 17, of the 
eight round series, riders accumulate 
points from their best five races.

Wendy accumulated 340 points and 
finished 2nd in her age category.

By CHRIS SHARP

fitness

Intermittent fasting: What is it and why is everyone doing it?

Snowball podiums in Championships
Photos: ROSS SNOWBALL

Wendy on the podium Wendy thundering towards the finish
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By SANDI MILLER
WORLD NUMBER One wheelchair 
tennis player, Dylan Alcott had a hit-up 
with the kids’ at the South Warrandyte 
Tennis courts in February.

He was there to present a cheque 
from the ANZ Bank to the Warrandyte 
Tennis Club to enable them to install 
five purpose-built kids courts.

The South Warrandyte annex of the 
Warrandyte Tennis Club will convert 
two of their full-size tennis courts into 
two “Red Ball” courts, which are 1/4-
size courts, and three 3/4-size “Orange 
Ball” courts.

The ANZ Tennis Hot Shots program 
allows kids to gain tennis skills and 
technique on smaller courts before 
having to develop the power to hit on 
the full size courts.

The low compression balls make the 
game fun and accessible for kids as 
young as three.

Warrandyte Tennis Club head coach 
Craig Haslam says they applied for the 
grant because the facility has been 
under-utilised, but with the renovation 
they will be able to participate in junior 
inter-club competitions.

“I am hoping that a lot of kids from 
all around the area will be able to play 
their matches here — tournaments 
too,” Craig said.

While this does remove two of the 
full-size courts from the Club’s fixture, 
there will still be eight adults’ courts 
available across the club’s two sites.

Dylan Alcott told the Diary  he 
was “super-pumped” to come out 
to Warrandyte because he said it 
is important to support the next 
generation of young tennis players.

“You might not win the Australian 
Open, but tennis is such a great sport 
— it keeps you fit, and puts a smile on 
your face,” he said.

Along with the cheque, the club 
received merchandise, equipment, 
signage and access to a local ANZ 
specialist.

Tennis Australia CEO Craig Tiley 
said: “We are grateful for ANZ’s 
ongoing support of tennis and the ANZ 
Tennis Hot Shots program, and their 
commitment to growing the game 
from the grassroots level up.

“We’re excited for South Warrandyte 
Tennis Club and we know they will 
make the most of this wonderful 
opportunity.”

The grant will be supplemented by 
additional funding from Manningham 
Council.

ANZ Tennis Hot Shots is Tennis 
Australia’s official development 
program with a record 543,850 
children between three and 12 years 
of age playing ANZ Tennis Hot Shots 
in 2017/18.

ANZ Tennis Hot Shots use smaller 
courts, lighter racquets, lower nets 
and low compression balls making 
it suitable for children of all abilities.

New kids’ courts for South Warrandyte

By SUSAN FOREMAN
THIS SUMMER, Warrandte Tennis 
Club Head Coach and Tennis Guru, 
Craig Haslam took 70 kids from the 
Hot Shots tennis program for a once 
in a lifetime experience, a hit up at the 
Australian Open.

The kids were demonstrating their 
amazing tennis skills to the adoring 
fans and, of course, their parents.

The 30-minute demonstration 
opened up play on the match courts 
and the kids were followed on court by 
the professionals for their Australian 
Open matches.

One lucky participant got to toss 
the coin for the match while all of the 
other little Hot Shots made a guard of 
honour to hi-five the players as they 
came on court.

Craig helped the kids and parents 

throughout the morning and it is an 
experience he never gets tired of.

“Seeing the excitement on the kids 
and their parents faces throughout 
the morning is very rewarding and 
the stories of the kids experiences at 
the tennis — getting autographs and 
photos, being on TV at their big day 
out — makes the effort worthwhile.” 

Being involved on court in a Grand 
Slam tennis event is definitely an 
experience they will never forget. 

Craig Haslam has now taken more 
than 400 kids on court to the Australian 
Open since the opportunity first 
started in 2012.

If you would like to know how to get 
involved in the Hot Shots program at 
Warrandyte Tennis Club, contact The 
Tennis Guru on 0488 722 538 or  email 
info@thetennisguru.com.au.

Our Tennis Hot Shots kids rule the Australian Open



Proudly supporting the community since 2002

       sciatica 

      sports injuries 

     frozen shoulder 

    back & neck pain

  headache & migraines

 jaw pain treatment (TMJ)

Shop 2, 90-92 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte (next to Ruby Tuesdays)

Ph 9844 2465
www.osteopathymelbourne.org

Committed local osteopaths, Dr Richard 

Pearce and Dr Sharni Leon established 

practice in Warrandyte in 2002 with a 

vision to provide patients the highest 

quality of Osteopathic care; treating 

“injuries” as well as maintaining the 

“health and wellness” of the body.

We spend longer with you to 
accurately assess, diagnose and treat 
your condition, resulting in fast and 
effective results.

See our website  

for current specials!

Ringwood & Warrandyte Osteopathy 
have been long time supporters of 
the Warrandyte Football Club and 
our goal is to work alongside and 
complement the dedicated trainers 
who deal with match day injuries and 
then support the players to get match 
fit once again.

This year we would like to further 
strengthen our partnership with 

the club by providing the following 
treatment offer for any injured 
players.
Pay NO GAP* on your next Osteopathy 
consultation to get you injury free 
ASAP...
*No out of pocket expense if you 
have a claimable private health 
insurance plan with Osteopathy 
cover

THE OFFER INCLUDES
•  a comprehensive osteopathic examination by one of our experienced 

practitioners to assess and diagnose the underlying cause and risk factors 
of your injury

• hands-on osteopathic treatment and exercise rehabilitation plan
• a personalised management plan detailing any treatment or rehab exercises

(OFFER VALUED AT $95)
If you are recently injured or struggling with a recurring condition we recommend give 
us a call or BOOK ONLINE to have a consultation with one of our OSTEOPATHS.
•  Don’t have private health insurance (or already reached your limit)?   

No problem. We are happy to offer this special deal for $50.
Conditions of offer:
• Available for Warrandyte Football Club  players
• A limit of 1 booking per injury
• Available at either our Warrandyte or Ringwood clinic
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active

Blood brothers

By JOSH HUNTLY
WARRANDYTE Football Club has 
landed one of the biggest signings of 
the EFL off-season in the form of ex-
Melbourne skipper Jack Grimes.

Grimes makes his way to Warrandyte 
Reserve after 100 games in the AFL for 
the Demons before taking time away 
from the game during 2018.

A talented defender at AFL level, he 
spent the 2017 season at Hurstbridge 
Football Club with brother Tom, 
who has also joined the Bloods as a 
talented utility coming off a career-
best season.

With a substantial amount of elite 
experience, Grimes’ leadership will be 
a boon for a young Warrandyte squad 
desperate to break into finals for the 
first time since the three-peat of 2015.

Leading a busy life outside of 
football, Grimes returns to the game 
prepared for a big year with the Bloods 
and says now that he’s back he is ready 
to give it 100 per cent with his brothers 
beside him.

“That’s why I had a year off, I felt 
I couldn’t fully commit the amount 
of time that I needed to and didn’t 
want to be the guy asking for special 
treatment,” he said.

“With us, as soon as we get out on 
the park we’re as competitive as they 
come.

“It was never a question of taking it 
seriously, just a matter of being able 
to put the hours in.

“We’re all keen to play as many 

games as we can.
“We’re right in it.”
From a conversation at the MCG to 

the expanses of Warrandyte Reserve, 
the decision to pull the boots back on 
happened quickly.

“It was at the Richmond Collingwood 
Preliminary we were talking about it 
and then it all sort of snowballed from 
there,” said Tom.

“It just happened out of nowhere, 
there was a phone call then we were 
training.”

The Grimes’ are joined by brother-
in-law Paul Donahoo, himself an 
experienced footballer crossing over 
from Division One VAFA club Prahran 
Assumption.

“Hearing about what’s building 
down here, we’re hoping we can help 
with that stepping stone and to try and 
reach a new level,” he said.

“For me it’s the clubs young list, and 
from what I’ve seen at training, they’ve 
got the talent, they’ve got some heart.”

It’s been a productive off-season for 
the Bloods on the recruitment front, 
who have also managed to secure 
the services of two-time Hurstbridge 
premiership player Sean Jellie as 
well as Ruckmen Luke Hodge from 
Portland and Nathan Grimes from 
Corryong.

Supporters can see their new-
look Bloods in action against Glen 
Waverley at home on April 6th for 
what is shaping up to be an exciting 
campaign for the red and white.

FUTSAL IS a form of indoor soccer, it 
is a wonderful developer of skill, very 
dynamic and a lot of fun.

It is a five-a-side game played on a 
small pitch. 

Players also use futsal to develop 
their outdoor football (soccer) skills.

Players like Messi, Ronaldo, Pele and 
Maradona played futsal growing up.

Melbourne Dragons Futsal Club was 
established in 2015. 

It is an FFA (Football Federation 
Australia) and FV (Football Victoria) 

affiliated futsal club that offers training 
for beginners who want to improve 
their skills and advanced training for 
players who want a pathway into elite 
teams. 

Melbourne Dragons Futsal Club 
participates in local, State, National 
and International competitions. 

Just recently the club competed in 
Spain, USA and Gold Coast (Craig 
Foster Cup) in which many children 
were from the local community.

Anyone wanting to get involved 
should contact Harr y Amiridis 
melbournedragonsfutsal@gmail.com 
or visit the website 

www.melbournedragonsfutsal.com
We are currently based in Bulleen.

Melbourne Dragons are kicking goals 

Run Warrandyte 2019: The results
THE FINAL official results are in for the 9th installment of Run Warrandyte and the results are posted below
Remeber to visit GeoSnapShot for all your official run photos and to keep an eye on the Run Warrandyte Facebook 
page for more pics from the day. In April’s Warrandyte Diary we will have a full report on the event as well as a 
sneak peak of Run Warrandyte’s 10th Anniversary in 2020. 

15km Open Male
Johnny Kingma
Bejamin Thatcher
Drew Sprigg
(Note – no U18 runners in the 15k)

15km Open Female
Fran Cummins
Jasmine Tisdall
Linda Tucker

15km U18 Female
Alicia Callahan
(No 2nd or 3rd)

10km Open Male
Samuel Rattrall
Max Savill-Bentley
Aaron Cross

10km U18 Male
Cameron Clark
Cody Burns
Charlie Vermeulen Brown

10km Open Female
Sherry Street
Emily Sharpe
Debbie Tan

10km U18 Female
Mia Elam
(No 2nd or 3rd)

5km Open Male
Tim Chapman
Michael Callum
Kyle Appleby

5km U18 Male
Flynn Connolly
Finnian Gregg-Rowan
Max Todero 

5km Open Female
Aisha Baker
Emma Schuette
Natalie Lauder

5km U18 Female
Imogen Baker
Sophie Lauder
Adelle Schombre

2.2km Open Male
Rhys Brand
Yestin Sanchez
Luke Sander

2.2km U18 Male
Jacob Close
Solomon Goh
Samuel Ferguson

2.2km Open Female
Libby Dwyer
Geneveive Stephens
Claire Jones

2.2km U18 Female
Chloe Baldock
Ella Goh
Molly Dwyer

U8 Kids Mixed
Max Lightowres
Sam Lightowres
Jaxon Parapourdas
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By JOSH HUNTLY
WITH ALL rounds of the regular 
season now played, we now know 
which Warrandyte teams are in with a 
chance of securing a premiership flag.

Going into Round 13 in the last 
weekend of February there were four 
teams looking at a place in the finals.

Sitting comfortably in third place, 
the 4th XI have already secured a 
place in the finals.

The 4th XI have bounded into the 
Neil Tull Shield finals but will be 
hoping to secure a double chance in 
the final round of the regular season.

In the I-Grade, the final two spots 
in the finals is up for grabs with 
only a six point difference between 
Warrandyte’s 6th XI and 5th place 
Wonga Park.

Wi t h  f i rst  i n n i ng s  s c o re s  o f 
Warrandyte 5/162 and Croydon 
Ranges 2/148, Warrandyte had to 
hope that not conceding a game and 
their Round 13 match-up against 
bottom of the ladder Croydon would 
be enough to secure the vital eight 
points which would see them through.

The 3rd XI require a win and positive 
results elsewhere in C-Grade to 
progress.

However, Round 13 saw them 
up against top of the ladder East 
Ringwood who have not conceded a 
game all season.

Unfortunately, East Ringwood 
managed to carry their regular season 
win-streak all the way through which 
means the 3rd XI must be content 
with sixth.

In the J-Grade, the 5th placed 7th XI 
battled 4th place Norwood for a spot 
in the finals.

The final round of the regular season 
was interrupted by an unexpected 
heatwave last weekend which forced 
a draw where outright wins were 
needed.

With the final scores now in — just in 
time for publication — the Diary can 
report that the 4th XI and the 6th XI 
have made the finals rounds.

Meanwhile, members of the Over
40’s participated in the inaugural 

RDCA Veterans T20 and performed 
well with an all-star cast of big bash 
Bloods, skippered by Mick Spence.

The side ultimately bowed out of 
finals contention, placing second with 
just the top side in each pool of teams 
progressing.

1st XI
ROUND 11

Warrandyte 161
(J Ellis 39,  Mooney 35) 

def by Croydon Ranges 
(White 2/37, Killey 1/23)

ROUND 12
Warrandyte 2/184

(Taylor 68, J Ellis 60*)
def Chirnside Park 183

(Killey 6/32, Handley 2/13)
ROUND 13

Warrandyte 252
(White 47, Dehmel 45)

def by Templeton 8/275
(White 2/22, Dehmel 2/29)

Despite Ayrton Dehmels continued 
dominance with the bat, the 1st XI 
will not be a part of Wilkins Shield 
finals, bowing out against Templeton 
in Round 13.

The Warrandyte Skipper amassed 
704 runs this season, nearly 400 more 
than the next best, as well as topping 
the Wilkins run scorers board.

Remarkably, Dehmel still accounts 
for more than a quarter of the sides 
total runs after 13 matches.

Pace ace Luke Killey claimed his 
second six-wicket haul of the season 
against Chirnside Park, becoming the 
first Ones bowler to take two five-or-
more wicket hauls since 2017.

Stephen “Buckets” Lockie made a 
well-deserved Ones debut after more 
than 10 seasons at the club, claiming 
his first wicket against one of the 
Panthers top order batsman.

Killey then cemented himself as 
one of the great endurance bowlers 
by becoming just the third player in 
Warrandyte’s history to bowl 40 overs 
unchanged.

He finished his marathon spell with 
figures of 4/90.

2nd XI
ROUND 11

Warrandyte 8/199
(Coutts 41, Tua 37*)

def by Ainslie Park 4/201
(Lockie 2/29)

ROUND 12
Warrandyte 227

(T Ellis 84, McAlary & Aitken 36)
def by Croydon North 236

(Aitken 3/35)
ROUND 13

Warrandyte 127 & 6/141
(T Ellis 45, Aitken 38)

def Heathmont Baptist 100
(White 2/37, Killey 1/23)

While the Second XI won’t be 
participating in Meehan finals this 
year, they’ve finished the season in 
relatively good form with a few close 
finishes the sides Achilles’ heel.

The Twos posted a defendable 199 
against Ainslie Park thanks to the 
efforts of Alex Coutts in the top order 
and late hitting from Isaac Tua and 
Vice-Captain Brandon Stafford.

Ainslie’s batsman were up to the 
challenge however despite a typically 
economical spell of 2/29 from Stephen 
Lockie, chasing down the total with 
two overs to spare.

In the following round, the Bloods 
conceded 236 against Croydon North 
but a powerful Tom Ellis innings (84) 
nearly dragged them across the line 
in a thriller, the final margin being 
just nine runs.

Aitken continued his fine run of 
form with 38 against Heathmont but 
without batsmen sustaining their 
innings around them, Warrandyte 
slumped to 127.

Remarkably, that total would 
be enough for a hard-fought win 
with Nick Oremek and Campbell 
Holland taking four and three wickets 
respectively to dismiss Heathmont for 
just 100 runs.

3rd XI
ROUND 11

Warrandyte 200
(Haberfield 52, Hoiberg 42)

def by Scoresby 8/241
(C Rakuscek 3/30)

ROUND 12
Warrandyte 5/190

(C Day 90, Haberfield 37)
def Montrose 6/189

(Gidley 2/19, Killey 1/23)
Narrow defeats may come back 

to haunt the Thirds as they require 
an outright victory against East 
Ringwood for an assured spot in the 
finals.

Despite 16 year-old Lachlan 
Haberfield’s 52 runs, a batting 
capitulation against Scoresby could 
prove costly as 1/119 turned into all 
out for 200, Warrandyte falling 40 
runs short.

Desperately requiring a win to stay 
in the hunt, the side required 190 for 
victory against Montrose who were 
held by Dean Gidley’s 2/19 in his 
second game back in the team.

In just his second game back in the 

Threes, Cam Day stood up to clobber 
four 6’s on his way to a match-winning 
90 and with fellow Stintons double 
Centurian Mick Spence joining him 
at the crease, Warrandyte passed it 
with ease.

4th XI
ROUND 11

BYE
ROUND 12

Warrandyte 169
(Ward 42, Ison 34)

def by Mooroolbark 192
(Reardon 3/31, Ison 2/14)

A loss to Mooroolbark has failed 
to curtail the Bloods finals chances, 
with Ryley Reardon helping himself 
to a fast 3/31 while 16 year-old Ethan 
Ward continued his hot run of form 
with 42 opening the batting.

This slight hiccup slowly faded into 
the distance with a dominant first dig 
against St. Andrews in week one of 
their last two-day fixture, pushing for 
an outright to take their purple patch 
into finals.

Skipper Shaun Ison catapulted to 8 
wickets in two games with a blistering 
spell of 6/12 to rout the opposing side 
for 87 runs, a total that was chased 
down in 23 overs by Warrandyte.

Ison declared at 3/110 with the 
Four’s looking to sow up top spot.

5th XI
ROUND 11

Warrandyte 5/149
(Molyneux 65, Dixon 22)

drew (Heat-out)
Wantirna South 5/120

(T Jackson 1/5, N Mooney 1/12)
ROUND 12

Warrandyte 127
 (Hanson 55, El-Moussalli 29)

def by Wonga Park 4/135
(B Haslam 2/25, C Haslam 1/8)

With finals out of the question for 
the Fifth’s, they looked to finish the 
season on a high and build a platform 
for next season.

Excessive heat forced an early end 
to the match against Wantirna South 
with Warrandyte in a dominant 
position thanks to 65 runs from Dave 
Molyneux. 

Against Wonga Park, young bowlers 
Anthony Dale and Blake Haslam 
cemented themselves as reliable cogs 
in the bowling attack with the latter 
recording an economic spell of 0/4 

off four overs while Haslam worked 
in tandem with father Craig to claim 
2/25 off his eight overs.

Pete Hanson (55*) and Drew El-
Moussali (29) put in a valiant effort 
to get Warrandyte close but ultimately 
wasn’t enough as they fell for 127.

6th XI
ROUND 11

Warrandyte 1/180
(Ward 86*, J Weatherley 60*)

drew (Heat-out)
Mooroolbark 6/81

(B Stubbs 2/11, D Malley 1/1)
ROUND 12

Warrandyte 4/158
(J Aitken 52, B Thomas 33)

def Montrose 145
(Rees 3/5, D Malley 2/20)

The 6th XI also fell victim to 
inclement weather and much like the 
5th XI, were also sitting in a dominant 
position.

Ward and Weatherly took charge of 
the innings, with Ethan Ward carrying 
his bat to the end of the innings with 
a fine 86*.

Mooroolbark were in desperate 
trouble at 6/81 at the end of play 
in week one as Bill Stubbs led the 
charge with the ball in a superb all-
round performance, before play was 
eventually called off.

Jarrah Aitken made a statement with 
the bat against Montrose, powering 
to his second 50 of the year with a 
well-made 52. 

Bailey Thomas joined in with 33 to 
push the total to 158 before Graham 
Rees came in to clobber the Montrose 
batting line-up with 3/5 to take the 
game away from the Wolves.

7th XI
ROUND 11

Warrandyte 5/105
(Heffernan 31*)

 drew (Heat-out) Chirnside Park 
2/116

(Sproat 0/4, H Fyfe 0/5)
ROUND 12:

BYE
It came down to the wire for the 7th 

XI in their inaugural season thanks to 
the Round 11 heat-out.

But the equation is simple, going 
into Round 13, Warrandyte fond 
themselves six points behind their 
opposition with a win in the final two-
day round worth eight points.

At the conclusion of week one 
(February 23), Warrandyte sat on 
5/159 while Norwood powered to 
3/192.

A challenging situation but one the 
side would be confident of handling.

Check out our Finals wrap in April’s 
Diary.

By TROY DONIS
WE’RE DELIGHTED to say Lucas 
Bridger made his 1st XI debut against 
St Andrews in Round 12.

The 14 year old fast bowler has been 
a consistent performer in the 2nd XI all 
year and the Big Dog just keeps getting 
taller, stronger and quicker.

His debut was a huge success as he 
took 2/25 off 11 overs.

St Andrews were dismissed for 140 
and whilst there were some testing 
times as the team slumped to 5/50, 
David Cutler (54*) teamed up with the 
tail to bring the team home.

Big Dog contributed to the win with a 
handy 10 runs and Sayed Musavi made 
30 to take the team home by 2 wickets.

The 6ft2 (188cm) tall 14 year old 
has created a real buzz around the 
team, the whole club is proud and 
we’re excited to see him in action in 
the finals.

1st and 2nd XI set sights on finals
Both the 1st XI and 2nd XI sit 

comfortably in 4th spot heading 
into Round 14 on February 23 which 
should lead into an exciting finals 
series in March.

The 1st XI enjoyed a big 7 wicket 
victory over 2nd placed Croydon 
North when South Warrandyte played 
at Hughes Park in Round 13.

With the home team winning the 
toss and choosing to bat, Croydon 
North started strongly but the game 
begun to turn when captain Shane 
Findlay was dismissed by spinner 
Lucas Williams.

Josh Exley starred in the fightback 
with figures of 5/35 off 22 overs and 
Croydon North were dismissed for 
211.

The chase started off in the best 
possible way with both openers 
passing 50 on their way to a 138 run 
opening stand.

The punishment did not stop there 
for Croydon North with youngster 
Jackson “Channy” Braunthal making 
his first half century for the 1st XI.

The 16-year-old finished on 57 not 
out as South posted 3/225.

The 2nd XI picked up consecutive 
wins against the 2nd place team in 
both Rounds 12 and 13.

In Round 12, Englishmen Kieren 
Webber set what could be a Guinness 
world record for slowest innings.

Needing 127 for victory against a top 
Lilydale attack the opener gutsed out 
70 overs to anchor the innings for just 
17 runs without being dismissed.

James Fayle made 42, Scott Brasher 
34 and Sean Mcmahon took 3/11.

The return of club legend Scott 
Brasher has been a huge success as 
he made 73 against Croydon Rangers 
in Round 13, averaging 76 so far this 
season.

Youngster Tom Oberg hit his first 
50 in cricket to take the team to a 
whopping 8/235 in a rain effected 
one-dayer with Rangers posting 8/201 
in return.

Troy Donis led the way with 3/33 
with the ball.

Warrandyte hopes for premiership glory

Young Lucas“Big Dog” Bridger 
debuts for the Hawks 1st XI
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