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A large crowd gathered to support Warrandyte’s 
returned servicemen on Anzac Day as they marched 
along Yarra Street to the cenotaph at the Warrandyte 

RSL to remember their fallen comrades.
Full coverage pages 7, 18 and 19.  
Photo: STEPHEN REYNOLDS
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OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHOVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

The Camberwell and  
Hawthorn Advertiser,  

April 12 1918.

WARRANDYTE 
NOTES

The marriage of Mr. John Leslie 
Till, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Till, 
the former mining manager of 
Warrandyte and Gaffney’s creek, 
and Miss Dorothy Margaret (Daisy) 
Coleman, of  Warrandyte,  was 
celebrated at the Church of England 
on Wednesday, April 3, by the Rev. C. 
J. Peterson, of Doncaster.

The church was prettily decorated 
with ferns and mountain daisies.

The bride, who was given away by 
her father, was attired in a gown of 
soft silk, with panels lined with flesh 
pink, ending with revers and a belt, 
and just the suggestion of a basque, 
finished with half circle folds of 
silk and pretty silk buttons, orange 
blossoms and a pink and white tulle 

train hanging from her shoulders.
The bridesmaids were Miss Effie Till 

and Miss Marion Coleman, both of 
whom carried very choice bouquets 
of fern and pink poppies.

They were dressed in white silk, 
with panels of same, decorated with 
white silk buttons.

Wreaths of small pink roses were 
worn, and French tulle bows on back 
of hats, which gave a very fresh and 
pretty effect.

The bride’s mother wore mole silk, 
piped with pink, and hat to match.

Mr. Alex. Bennie acted as best man.
The wedding party drove to the 

homestead, where breakfast was 
served, and a reception held.

The happy couple left the same 
night for Melbourne, en route 
for their honeymoon, the bride’s 
travelling costume consisting of navy 
blue cloth.

Miss Cargill, the bride’s cousin, 
designed and made the bride’s 
trousseau, and bridesmaids’ dresses.

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHThe more things change... 
The Diary’s researchers have taken a peek into the archives to see what was happening in Warrandyte 
a century ago and guess what they found?

Love was in the air in April 1918 as some prominent members of Warrandyte society tied the knot, 
their grand gesture did not go unnoticed in the social pages of the Melbourne papers.

Stock image
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By DAVID HOGG
AFTER A two-month delay from the 
original scheduled weekend closure, 
the Warrandyte Bridge was fully closed 
over the weekend of May 5–6 and 
works have now resumed in earnest 
on the main bridge structure.

Single lane working occurred on 
April 18 for the AusNet works to 
replace the power pole at the bridge, 
and then again on May 2 for the 
VicRoads bridgeworks.

Although conducted outside the peak 

period, these single-lane working days 
caused significant traffic congestion in 
all four directions, the worst being on 
Ringwood-Warrandyte Road.

Traffic delays ranged from 15 minutes 
to 40 minutes, with the average wait 
time being around 22 minutes.

VicRoads told the Diary that all 
future single lane closures will be done 
at night to minimise the impact on the 
community.

The installation of the protruding 
cantilever beams was completed 

during the period of single-lane 
working on May 2, and the big job of 
completing installation of the three 
huge lateral beams was performed 
very efficiently during the weekend 
of May 5–6.

In fact, the job was done so quickly 
that the bridge was reopened to traffic 
late on May 6.

The result of this work is that there 
is now a long lateral beam running 
for the entire length of the bridge 
about three metres out from original 

structure on the downstream side.
The job over the next few weeks will 

be for massive concrete pours to fill in 
the gap, following which we will have 
a much wider bridge surface.

T h e  e x i s t i n g  ra i l i n g s  o n  t h e 
dow nstream side can then b e 
demolished and a new barrier erected 
to separate the new northbound lane 
from the new shared walkway.

At the same time, work is continuing 
on the north side to erect new traffic 
barriers, and on the upstream side 

in preparation for a slight overhang 
to accommodate the new pedestrian 
pathway on that side.

Although the May Information 
Update Bulletin has removed reference 
to the expected completion date, 
engineers advise they are still hopeful 
that the work can be completed by 
September/October.

Further full weekend closures are 
expected in the next couple of months, 
but at this stage the dates for these have 
not been set.

Bridgeworks in full swing

THE WARRANDY TE cricketing 
community is currently in mourning, 
due to the shock news of the passing 
of Andrew “Thommo” Thomas. 

Andrew has been a larger than life 
member of our community for over 10 
years, and playing close to 100 games 
for the senior and veteran teams. 

Andrew won multiple awards for the 
club, but more importantly, was a true 
cultural leader for the club. 

He held multiple leadership roles 
on the field, but off the field he set 
the standard for the entire club and 
assisted a generation of juniors to 
transition into the senior club. 

He was well respected by every 
opposition team. 

Andrew’s passing has put the entire 
cricketing community in shock, and 
our thoughts are with his friends and 
family, particularly his son Bailey 
Thomas, at this time. 

Andrew will be given a funeral 
with full police honours at the Police 
Academy in Viewmount Road,  
Glen Waverley — 11am Wednesday 
May 16. 

The service will be followed by a 
wake at the Donvale Football Club.

Tributes flow for “Thommo”
By RYAN HOIBERG

Photo: Sue Wellwood Photographics
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Dear Diary,
On Wednesday May 2 at about 4:45pm my son and his friend were riding 
their push bike and scooter down Bradleys Lane (North Warrandyte) towards 
the river.
A driver in a white hatchback hit my son’s friend on the scooter, causing 
him to fall and injure himself (thankfully not seriously), but did not stop 
and render assistance!

The driver kept driving down Bradleys Lane towards the river and turned 
into the service lane on the left.

The matter has been reported to Ringwood police but due to there being no 
number plates identified it’s unlikely they will find the culprit.

If anyone has any information, please contact Ringwood Police.

Drivers need to be very careful driving on Bradleys Lane (a road with no 
footpaths but lots of pedestrians). 

Amanda Frost 
Bradleys Lane

Dear Diary,
I don’t think there are too many people that can read what the sign post says 
(20K’s) and a dust hazard in Dingley Dell Road, North Warrandyte. 

People cut through our road (unmade road) for a shortcut. 

There are signs up saying that it is a 20k area but I have been close to being 
knocked over while walking my dog in the mornings, by cars going so fast 
they can’t stop without sliding all over the place plus being covered in dust 
every morning.

This is not just while the Bridge is being done as it has been getting worse 
every year and nothing seems to help as no one takes any notice of signs 
saying “No Left Turn” or “20km” speed. 

Jo Morris 
Dingley Dell Road

By DAVID HOGG
NILLUMBIK Council advises that following consultation 
with residents it has resolved to implement a temporary 
road closure on Dingley Dell Road near the intersection 
with Blooms Road while the Warrandyte Bridge upgrade 
works are in progress.

Residents have been vocal in their disgust of “rat-runners” 
speeding down the narrow dirt road to avoid the traffic 
build-up on Research-Warrandyte and Kangaroo Ground-
Warrandyte Roads.

The temporary road closure will be in the form of a gate 
and is scheduled for installation mid-May.

The gate will be removed and the road reopened once the 
bridgeworks have been completed.

Complimentary signage to reinforce the road closure 
will also be installed on Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte, 
Research-Warrandyte and Blooms Roads.

Signage is also proposed at the southern leg of Dingley 
Dell Road to advise of the road closure ahead to enable 
vehicles to turn at Dingley Close.

Nillumbik Council recognises that the road closure 
is likely to result in an inconvenience to the broader 
community; however, it considers this intervention critical 
to manage the unprecedented ‘cut-through’ traffic use of 
this local road.

Rat-runners 
prompt 

temporary 
road closure

By DAVID HOGG
TRAIN SERVICES on the Hurstbridge 
Line returned to normal on May 4.

Since mid-March,  bus es  had 
replaced trains between Macleod and 
Clifton Hill while major works were 
carried out to duplicate a section 
of line, remove two level crossings, 
rebuild Rosanna Station and construct 
a second tunnel alongside the existing 
tunnel in Heidelberg.

VicRoads has been blaming the 
railway works for the substantially 
increased traffic queues each side of 
Warrandyte Bridge in peak periods 
since the bridge lanes were narrowed 
and the speed humps installed, 
although it is not clear how much this 
has actually contributed to the traffic 
volume.

This reporter cannot envisage 
why people on the Hurstbridge line 
travelling to and from the city would 
jump in their cars and drive through 
Warrandyte.

However, for anyone who does 
venture onto the Hurstbridge line train, 
the section of single track between 
Rosanna and Heidelberg has now been 
duplicated, which means that there are 
now two tracks for the entire section 
from Greensborough into the city.

In addition to the track duplication, 
level crossings at Lower Plenty Road 
in Rosanna and at Grange Road in 
Alphington have been removed and 
a brand new station has been built at 
Rosanna with elevated platforms, lifts 
and new station facilities at ground 
level.

These works were due to have been 
completed by April 30, but the closures 
were extended by a further week due 
to delays in finishing the signalling 
system.

Labor Minister for Public Transport 
Jacinta Allen advised, “The completion 
of the Hurstbridge Line Upgrade 
Stage 1 and the removal of two level 
crossings will see the introduction 
of two extra services every weekday 
from August.”

The timetable re-introduced from 
May 4 is exactly the same as before 
the works started, despite the line 
duplication, and commuters have to 
wait until August to get two more trains 
per day beyond the existing 104 trains 
which run between the city and Eltham 
each weekday.

Promises for road and rail  
in election year 

The Andrews Labor Government 
has advised, “Planning work also 
continues on the Hurstbridge Line 
Upgrade Stage 2,” but has so far failed 
to detail what this stage actually 
entails, what it might cost, or when it 
will be done.

As we go to print, the Diary’s request 
for further information has not been 
answered.

Meanwhile, Victoria’s Opposition 
Liberal-National  Coalit ion has 
announced that, if elected, it will 
spend over $300 million to duplicate 
the Hurstbridge railway line between 
Greensborough and Eltham stations, 
and see a rebuild of Montmorency 
station, as well as significant additions 
to car parking at Greensborough, 
Montmorency and Eltham stations.

Liberal candidate for Eltham, Nick 
McGowan, said, “The duplication 
of the Hurstbridge line to Eltham 
complements our plan to address road 
traffic congestion.”

But again there is no timeline for this 
work, no visible cost-benefit analysis, 
and particularly no estimate of how 
many extra trains would be able to run 
to and from Eltham when the work is 
complete.

The Liberal-National’s plan for 
roads will remove the Main Road and 
Fitzsimons Lane bottleneck by under-
passing one of the through roads, as 
well as two further road intersection 
removals on Fitzsimons Lane and 
Williamsons Road in Templestowe. 

This would allow greater free flowing 
traffic from the north east toward the 
Eastern Freeway.

And in the ongoing game of promises 
and counter-promises, the Andrews 
Labor Government has announced 
that they are “making it faster and 
easier to get in and out of Eltham” 
and neighbouring suburbs, with their 
version of a massive new upgrade to 
Fitzsimons Lane.

Their plan is to remove the bus lanes 
between Porter and Foote Streets 
and open those lanes to all traffic, 
along with major upgrades to key 
intersections, which they claim will 
slash travel times and increase peak 
hour travel speeds by more than 50 
per cent. 

The roundabouts at Main Road 
and Porter Street will be replaced 
with traffic lights which are real-time 
controlled, and existing traffic lights 
at the Foote Street intersection will 
be upgraded to improve reliability for 
drivers. 

State Member for Eltham Vicki Ward 
said, “During peak hour Fitzsimons 
Lane has long been a cause of 
frustration.

“Last year we gave VicRoads $1.5M to 
look at how they could improve traffic 

flow, and they’ve been hard at work 
to put together changes that will get 
us all home — and to work — quicker.” 

And in yet another turnabout for 
Warrandyte’s troubled traffic problems 
the Liberal Nationals have announced 
that, if elected, the logical priority for 
a Coalition Government is to build 
the previously cancelled East West 
Link before the North East Link, while 
planning for a North East Link later 
that more effectively addresses the 
many concerns that residents have 

with the current Labor plan.
Ryan Smith, local state member for 

Warrandyte, told the Diary, “The Labor 
Government’s proposal for the North 
East Link will funnel 100,000 extra 
cars onto the Eastern Freeway, with at 
least 30 per cent of them heading into 
the city and adding to the gridlock at 
Hoddle Street and Alexandra Parade.”

However, he would not be drawn on 
whether a coalition government might 
change the recently announced route 
for the North East Link.

Road, rail and campaign promises
Melbourne’s network infrastructure projects add to short-term local traffic woes 

Hit and run Echidna rescue

Dust devils

your say Letters to the Diary including emails must include the writer’s full name, address 
and phone number, even if not intended for publication. Content may be edited 
for reasons of style, length or legality. editor@warrandytediary.com.au

Dear Diary,
I live in Park Orchards, and was driving down Park Road when I 
saw the little echidna roll down the gutter and determinedly head 
across the busy road, I had no idea how to handle him and was 
unsuccessfully trying to shepherd him back when by amazing good 
luck Roger pulled in ahead of me.

Now he was in safe hands.

It was Roger’s third echidna rescue, he wrapped it in a blanket and 
transported him down to ‘The Hundred Acres’ hopefully to safety.

Lois O’Grady 
Park Orchards
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FOOTPATHS and drainage were at the top of 
Manningham Council’s agenda when they 
unanimously adopted, in principle, the 2018/19 
budget at the April 24 council meeting.

The draft budget includes an additional $1.5M to 
footpaths and $1.5M to drainage in their respective 
department budgets next financial year as part 
of an ongoing maintenance and improvement 
scheme.

This additional $3M is also part of Council’s 
four-year $10.5M plan to improve footpaths and 
drainage across the municipality.

Highlights for Warrandyte are:
•  Funds for finishing Warrandyte’s second 

“missing link”, connecting Warrandyte to the 
Main Yarra Trail with a new shared path.

•  The final design of the Melbourne Hill Road 
drainage upgrade is earmarked for completion 
by September 30 this year.

On the other side of the ledger, there will be a 
rate increase of up to 2.25%. 

China’s ban on foreign waste import, which 
has left many local governments across Australia 
floundering, means Manningham now has to 
pay $720,000p/a for waste and recycling to be 

removed whereas previously the council was given 
a $720,000 rebate for kerbside waste disposal.

In real terms, waste and recycling charges are 
increasing 20%, or by an additional $42.30per 
household for standard waste collection.

In the council meeting, Councillor Paul 
McLeish highlighted that although a situation 
outside of council’s control has resulted in an 
increase in waste charges, the charges residents 
of Manningham will incur are still cheaper than 
they were six years ago and is the equivalent of 
half a cup of coffee per week ($2.50).

Although the budget is required to be adopted, 
in principle, under Local Government Act 1989, the 
budget is currently on public display and members 
of the public are invited to submit their views about 
the proposed budget via the Manningham YourSay 
website or in writing to council.

Written submissions will  also have the 
opportunity to be presented verbally at a public 
meeting on May 31.

All submissions — whether presented just in 
writing or verbally as well — need to be submitted 
by 5pm on Thursday May 24.

Council will meet on June 24 to have the final say 
on the 2018/19 budget.

Drains, paths, bins at centre of budget

Dear Diary
My children have asked me to let you know there has been a mistake in the results 
from the Pet Parade from the festival, our pup Lola was 2nd in the smallest dog 
and 3rd overall in the Judges choice (not Stanley).

Here is a photo with her wearing her ribbon.

Jillian Garvey

Furry festival recount
By JAMES POYNER
WARRANDYTIANS on both sides of 
the river could soon find themselves 
living in the same federal electorate 
if the draft redistribution of electoral 
divisions proceeds unchanged.

Electorate redistribution is not 
uncommon and the principle behind 
it is remarkably simple: 

The number of people enrolled 
to vote divided by the number 
of  members  of  the House of 
Representatives allocated for 
Victoria.

Each electorate is then required to 
have a number of enrolled electors 
within a predefined range of this 
number.

Every seven years the Australian 
Electoral Commission reviews voter 
registrations across the country, and 
when an electorate is found to be 
significantly larger or smaller than 
the average number of enrolled 
electors, redistribution then takes 
place to address the imbalance.

The Proposed redistribution of 
Victoria into electoral divisions April 
2018 report indicates the population 

of Victoria is growing and that the 
projected enrolment of electors 
in Victoria in August 2019 would 
require an additional electorate to 
be formed (proposed to be Fraser 
in western Melbourne) and for 
each existing electorate to consist of 
between 106,000 and 114,000 voters.

The projection indicates 10 of these 
existing electorates — including both 
Menzies and Jagajaga — fall below 
the minimum requirement.

Although the number of additional 
electors needed in both Menzies 
and Jagajaga to meet the projected 
minimums are significantly different.

Jagajaga would need to gain 
between 928 and 8,654 electors, 
with Menzies needing between 6,073 
and 13,799.

The proposed solution is to extend 
Menzies north of the river to absorb a 
projected 21,115 electors to bring the 
electorate within the required range.

This means that the Division of 
Menzies would now include North 
Warrandyte, Research, Kangaroo 
Ground and parts of Eltham east of 
Diamond Creek.

On a local level this means that 
Warrandyte and the surrounding 
communities which regularly access 
the township will be represented 
by the same seat in the House of 
Representatives.

Since 1996, Menzies has been a 
safe Liberal seat held by Hon. Kevin 
Andrews, while Jagajaga has been a 
safe Labor seat held by Hon. Jenny 
Macklin.

When the booth-by-booth data 
from previous federal elections is 
analysed, the new boundaries would 
provide a margin of 7.9 in favour of 
the coalition, meaning Menzies is 
still likely be a safe Liberal seat.

Big picture, this electoral boundary 
change may have very little impact 
on next year’s federal election for the 
seat of Menzies but it is worth noting 
that, under the boundary change, 
this end of the Green Wedge would 
largely be represented by one seat in 
the House of Representatives.

The final decision on the boundary 
redistribution is expected to be 
published on July 13 2018.

Courtesy of Australian Electoral Commission

Bringing Warrandyte 
under one roof

By JAMES POYNER

By DAVID HOGG
A N  U N FO RT U NAT E  s e q u e n c e 
of events, coupled with ageing 
infrastructure, have left a large number 
of North Warrandyte residents without 
landline phones and ADSL internet 
for almost a fortnight.

On May 9 a contractor working on 
the bridge project damaged a hydrant 
near Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte 
Road causing a water main to rupture, 
which left residents on both sides of 
the river without water for several 
hours.

The ensuing flood necessitated 
single lane working at the bridge while 
Yarra Valley Water (YVW) attended 
and repaired the fracture which led 
to further misery to motorists who 
are already frustrated by the road 
congestion in and around Warrandyte.

Dona Tantirimudalige, General 
Manager, Distribution Services at 
YVW advised us “Permanent repairs 
were completed and water supply 
restored as quickly as possible, with 
no further works required.

“We thank the community for their 
patience while these works were 
carried out.”

Unfortunately the flood of water 
found its way into an important 
Telstra pit containing a 400-pair cable 
and damaged both the connections 
and the cable itself which has to be 
replaced leaving residents with no 
phone service and no or very slow-

speed ADSL internet.
Residents had been complaining to 

their phone/internet suppliers about 
problems with their service since 
May 3 so it is assumed that water had 
already seeped into this pit before the 
great flood of May 9.

Loretta Willaton, Telstra Area 
General Manager, tells the Diary “We 
have up to 170 landline and internet 
customers without service in the 
Warrandyte area.

“Problems were first reported to us 
from May 5.

“We have had a major cable damaged 
and contractors are working daily to 
replace 150 metres of cable and join 
two separate ends.

“The work is complex and in a 
difficult area to access and completion 
is tentatively scheduled for May 16; 
however it may be restored sooner.

“We are sorry for the inconvenience 
this is causing and are working as 
quickly as possible to get customers 
back online.”

Vince Punaro, VicRoads Regional 
Director, Metro North West advised 
“VicRoads is aware of the issue of a 
burst fire hydrant in Warrandyte on 
Wednesday May 9.

“As soon as we were made aware 
of the issue, we worked quickly with 
the contractor, Melbourne Water 
and Yarra Valley Water and notified 
emergency services to minimise the 
impact on the community.”

Telstra outage hits 
North Warrandyte



Garden / Gifts / Cafe

Warran Glen
A perfect 
destination
everyday.

373 Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte 
(Corner Jumping Creek Rd)
Garden Centre 9844 3027/ Café 9844 1322 
www.warranglen.com.au 

Come and visit our 
Nursery and see our 
current promotion 
across all green 
life including 20% 
discount for bulk 
purchases of 5 or more 
of one plant variety. 
*excludes some stock lines.

New Autumn and 
Winter stock arriving 
daily. We are 
introducing many 
new brands including 
Walnut shoes, Elm 
clothing, Buddha 
wear, Cindy G and 
many others.

autumn 
specials

gift shop 
new stock
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By DEE DICKSON
A BUSHFIRE was sparked by high-voltage 
powerlines on Sunday February 9 2014, it 
quickly escalate, destroying four Warrandyte 
homes and damaging many others.

The home of Andrew Conlon was very close 
to being one of these casualties.

Our local CFA volunteers put their lives in 
danger that day, fighting a fire which could have 
easily turned catastrophic. 

Only the day before, the very same CFA 
volunteers were flipping sausages in 42-degree 
heat, outside Quinton’s SUPA IGA.

Why? 
To raise funds for much needed firefighting 

equipment. 
Firefighting equipment is expensive.
Year on year, volunteers spend a lot of time 

raising funds to afford the equipment they need 
to keep our community safe. 

Supermarket owner, Julie Quinton observed 
this unnecessary burden on the volunteer 
firefighters time and was compelled to do 
something about it.

She recognised that by supporting the CFA 
with fundraising, volunteers could focus on 
what they do best, fighting fires.

Thus, the idea of Fireball was born.
Fast forward to 2018.
Mr Conlon, is now Councillor Conlon, 

Manningham City Council Mayor.
Cr Conlon is a passionate advocate for fire 

awareness, having come so close to losing 
everything in 2014.

In selecting Fireball as his Mayoral Ball charity 
of choice it seems there couldn’t be a more 
perfect fit.

CFA volunteers dedicate many hours to 
training, community education, events and 
fundraising, in addition to being on-call 24/7 
to fight fires and attend emergencies.

On average, CFA members volunteer 40 
hours each month to protect our community. 

Firefighters often combine their firefighting 
efforts with fundraising to improve the services 
provided to our community. 

The 2018 Mayoral Fireball aims to assist the 
CFA with their efforts and raise funds for a new 
Forward Control Vehicle (FCV) to service our 
municipality.

The FCV is an important volunteer dedicated 
resource for “command and control” to manage 
and strategise bushfire response throughout 
our region.

Fireball’s team of dedicated volunteers are 
working in close collaboration with council 
support staff with a fundraising target of $85,000 
and, as always, need the whole community to 
jump on board.

After all, fire safety impacts the whole 
community.

How to get involved
Sponsorship packages for Mayoral Fireball 

2018 have been released and provide businesses 
broad promotional opportunities across the 
municipality.

Donations of goods and services for auctions 
and raffles and buying a ticket to the ball or 
buying a ticket for a Firey to attend the ball are 
all ways in which local residents can back the 
cause.  

This year, the Manningham Mayoral Ball 
supporting Fireball will be held on Saturday 
October 27 at the Manningham Function Centre 
in Doncaster.

The evening will celebrate the efforts of 
CFA volunteers with a night of fine wine and 
beverages, delicious food, live music, surprise 
performances, special guests, prizes, as well as 
live and silent auctions.

More information can be 
found at: 
www.fireball.org.au

WARRANDYTE Community Association 
(WC A) along with the Manningham 
Emergency Management Community 
Resilience sub-committee recently assisted 
Emergency Management Victoria (EMV) 
with a pilot trial of their Immersive Bushfire 
Experience.

Three groups of up to 16 people were taken 
through an awareness raising and learning 
exercise in a custom built trailer fitted with 
audio-visual and sensory equipment, under 
the guidance of a professional convenor.

The aim of the excercise is to help individuals 
understand more about what it is like to be in 
a real bushfire, and its impact on decision 
making in the situation.

If community members have an improved 
understanding of bushfire it may help them 
to better prepare for the real thing.

The Warrandyte trial is part of three 
undertaken to evaluate the process, impact 
and response. 

The other communities involved are 
Kinglake and Emerald. 

There is an emphasis on “arousal”, which 
is learning how to control anxiety — rising 

Living with bushfire — experience essential

Mayor’s passion for Fireball

heartbeat and breathing (or panic!) — which 
will affect decision making in a crisis. 

Everyone involved reported positively on 
the event, and interestingly, different people 
reacted in different ways. 

WCA sees it as a great complement to the Be 
Ready Warrandyte ongoing campaign to help 
residents adjust to “Living with Bushfire Risk”. 

It complements previous scenario events 
and forums which attract far larger numbers 
of people but do not allow such intimate 
involvement.

It is hoped that when evaluation is complete, 
the trailer can visit Warrandyte, for example 
on Market or Festival days, when its presence 
will attract attention and publicise the activity.

Warrandyte residents Kim Cope, David Dyason and Dick Davies with Emergency Management 
Commissioner, Craig Lapsley, outside the Immersive Bushfire Experience trailer. 

By DICK DAVIES



Tuesdays:  
Seniors buy one main, get one free!*

Wednesdays:  
Buy one Vegetarian main, get one free!*

A proud part of the Warrandyte 
community since 2009

*Terms and conditions apply
For bookings call 03 9844 5778 or visit vanillaorchid.com.au
Shop 5/188 Yarra Street, Warrandyte
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DESPITE THE dwindling ranks of 
veterans, numbers continue to swell 
to commemorate Anzac Day.

On April 25 around a dozen former 
serving soldiers, sailors and airmen 
gathered at Whipstick Gully for the 
annual march to the Warrandyte 
RSL.

They were joined in their journey 
by an over 100-strong contingent 
of family, friends and community 
members.

Representatives of all levels of 
government joined the march, led by 
a WWII Indian motorcycle together 
with lone piper, Casey McSwain.

Police, CFA , the Warrandyte 
Football Club as well as Scouts and 
Girl Guides showed their respect for 
servicemen and women by joining 
the march along Yarra Street, an 
effort that was appreciated by WWII 
veteran Don Haggarty.

“It is so good to see the young 
people here,” he told the Diary.

His son, Chris Haggarty, a volunteer 
at South Warrandyte CFA agreed, 
noting that it is important for the 
young people to “help keep the 
tradition alive”.

State Member for Warrandyte, Ryan 
Smith said that he commends the 
RSL for allowing “the evolution of 
the march to include family members 
who are here to support the veterans”.

The children who participated 
in the parade had been learning 
the history of Anzac Day and the 
Gallipoli campaign in the lead-up to 
the commemoration.

“We are here to remember the 
Anzacs from Gallipoli,” one young 
Guide said, proudly displaying her 
knowledge that ANZAC stood for 
Australian and New Zealand Army 
Corps.

As the marchers stepped off they 
were encouraged along the route 
by an estimated 200 people lining 
Yarra Street, and met by a further 
800 people to participate in the 
commemorative service.

The Catafalque Guard was provided 
by Melbourne University Regiment 
and as they took their positions 
around the cenotaph, RSL president 
David Ryan commenced the service.

Mr Ryan noted that it was the 103rd 
anniversary of the ANZAC landings 
at Gallipoli “where hundreds died 
and thousands were injured”.

The gathering also commemorated 
100 years since the second battle of 
Villers-Bretonneux on the Western 
Front “where Australian and British 
troops drove the Germans out of the 
town in a daring night attack at a cost 
of 1500 casualties”.

The Bellbird singers provided 

musical leadership for the hymns 
and anthems sung during the service, 
and Barry Carozzi performed the 
stirring Eric Bogle ballad, In Flanders 
Field.

A very moving address was read by 
John Byrne, a transcript of which you 
can find on page 18.

Mr Byrne concluded his address 
with the poem A Soldier Died Today.

David Ryan said he was delighted 
to see the large crowd turn out to 
commemorate “the sacrifice that 
men, women and families at home 
and abroad have endured from pre 
WWI to today with the War on Terror, 
United Nations and humanitarian 
conflicts”.

Mr Ryan told the Diary, he was 
delighted with the growing turnout, 
“I am just relieved that we didn’t have 
the problems with vandalism we had 
last year”.

By TRACEY MAILE
JUST BEFORE Anzac Day last month, the Grade 
1 and 2 students from Warrandyte Primary 
School had a very special excursion to find out 
more about the meaning of Anzac Day.

At the local War Memorial, Warrandyte 
RSL president David Ryan gave a moving 
presentation to the youngsters, explaining why 
we commemorate Anzac Day each year, and 

the special relationship between Australia and 
New Zealand.

Not only did the students learn a great deal but 
so did the teachers and parents who attended.

Everyone came away with a much deeper 
understanding and appreciation of the sacrifices 
of our WW1 soldiers and the significance of 
Anzac Day.

Lest We Forget.

Large turnout at 103rd Anzac Day 

New generation remembers the Anzac’s sacrifice
Warrandyte Primary School Anderson’s Creek Primary School

By TAMARA BROWN
ON TUESDAY, April 24 the Junior School 
Council (JSC) held an Anzac Day ceremony 
at Anderson’s Creek Primary School’s (ACPS) 
flag pole. 

The JSC senior members, proudly displayed 
their school’s values of “respect” and 
“responsibility” by leading a service respectful 
to all members of the local Warrandyte 
community. 

The ceremony was held at the school’s flag 
which stands next to the school’s Lone Pine, 
a descendant of the original pine from the 
Gallipoli Peninsula. 

The JSC team presented well researched 
information on the history of the landing at 
Gallipoli, the battle of Lone Pine, WWI and 
the history of ACPS’s Lone Pine. 

10 years ago, then assistant school principal, 
John Crabb was given a seed from the Lone 
Pine at Gallipoli at an Anzac Day Service at 
the Warrandyte RSL. 

He planted it in a pot and nurtured the plant. 
After two years, it was established enough to 

plant it near the flag pole at the school. 
The ACPS students, have been learning 

about the Anzac’s and investigating a range 
of topics they’ve chosen through inquiry 
learning. 

Inquiry learning allows students to have a 
voice in their own learning and encourages 
genuine curiosity,  wonderment and 
questioning. 

St u d e n t s  a re  a c t i v e l y  i nv o l v e d  i n 
constructing understandings through hands-
on experiences, research, processing and 
communicating their understandings in 
various ways. 

The school held an Anzac Expo, which ran 
throughout the afternoon and after school, 
giving all grades and parents an opportunity 
to attend the event. 

By SANDI MILLER

Photo: STEPHEN REYNOLDS



www.warrandyteriversidemarket.com.au

Just the thought of  
everything fresh...mmm

Upcoming markets  
Saturday June 2 and  
Saturday July 7
Market hours are 8am-1pm.

138-140 Yarra Street  Warrandyte  |  T (03) 9844 4044 
info@meetmenextdoor.com  |  www.meetmenextdoor.com

PASTA NIGHTS
Every Wednesday and Thursday our chef’s are making beautiful 

fresh pasta and pairing with rustic homemade sauces.

Wednesday and Thursdays 4.00pm till 6.30pm
$25 including a glass of red or white wine.
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By JOSH HUNTLY
THE WEATHER was not the only spectacle at 
this year’s festival, on Sunday March 18, nearly 
100 riders and their motorcycles roared out of 
Warrandyte Reserve for the annual “Black Dog 
1 Dayer” to raise awareness for those suffering 
from depression.

The ride is one of many taking place across 
the country and the event has been running 
ever since founder Steve Andrews raised over 
$30,000 riding around Australia in response to 
the passing of a close friend’s partner.

Those riding have experienced the Black Dog 
firsthand or witnessed someone close to them go 
through mental illness and have come together 
for the ride to share their experiences, their 
stories of perseverance and commemorate those 
who lost their battles.

The riders were greeted by the smell of coffee 
and bacon and eggs courtesy of the Warrandyte 
Cricket Club.

Luke Killey and Ryan Hoiberg along with 
Brooke, Simon and Bailey Bowyer generously 
dedicated their time to put on an excellent 
barbecue.

Following the meal and raffle, the riders 
embarked on the 100-kilometre journey 
from Warrandyte to Seymour, departing in a 
spectacular cacophony as they roared through 
the township.

Since 2009 the Black Dog Organisation has 
been dedicated to kicking the stigma around 
depression and encouraging open dialogue 
surrounding the struggles of mental illness.

In the words of Steve Andrews, “depression is 
an illness not a weakness”.

One in five Australians experience a form of 
mental illness every year.
If you or someone you know is being hounded 
by the Black Dog, don’t hesitate to seek help.
Lifeline: 13 11 14
Beyond Blue: 1300 22 4636

Riders come together to raise 
awareness for the Black DogBy JO FRENCH

NORTH WARRANDYTE mother of two, Julia 
Ryan and her sister Liz Shaw, a primary school 
teacher, have worked together to create 
‘William Ready’, an individualised program 
which aims to prepare children diagnosed 
with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) for the 
transition to primary school. 

William Ready has been developed to create 
a bridge between diagnosis, intervention and 
the school environment.

Their school readiness program was 
originally designed for Julia’s son William, 
who was diagnosed with autism at 22 months 
of age and is now being launched to assist 
other children.

“I work weekly with William, on an 
individualised program I have developed,” 
said Liz, “and once we saw the success with 
William, we thought why can’t we offer this 
to other children?”

Liz and Julia have created a school-like 
setting specifically as a space to learn and 
grow, and have designed and built a mini 
classroom in Julia’s home, complete with a 
separate entrance and an outdoor area.

“The whole idea of it is that it is preparing 
the students for school,” said Julia.

“We had the space, so I designed the area 

that would accommodate everything I wanted 
to do,” said Liz.

“There are different spaces within the 
environment, a social skills area, a sensory 
space, that is away from his comfort zone but 
provides the familiarity of kindergarten for his 
transition into primary school.

“We are in a learning environment, and have 
everything we need down there – we don’t 
leave until it is time, until the end of session, 
the end of the school day.

“What he is doing with me builds on what 
he is doing at kinder,” says Liz.

Julia and Liz will launch ‘William Ready’ at 
the Ballarat Autism Expo on Saturday May 19.

To find out more about their journey, 
or to see if William Ready is right for 
your child, please visit their website at  
www.williamready.com.au.

William Ready for school

Julia Ryan and Liz Shaw William 

Vice President Luke Killey
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By JAMES POYNER
THE COUNCIL chambers’ gallery 
was filled with friends, family and 
colleagues on April 24 as Doctor 
Jim Poulter was presented with 
Manningham’s Key to the City.

J i m’s  i m p o r t a n t  w o r k s  w i t h 
Reconciliation Manningham, as a 
social advocate and as a member of 
Manningham’s University of the Third 
Age is the reason Council chose to 
recognise him with one of the highest 
honours they can bestow.

Many Diary readers will recognise 
Jim’s name from his Indigenous history 
column, Birrarung Stories.

Manningham Mayor Andrew Conlon 
had this to say before presenting Jim 
with his award:

“ Ji m  ha s  ma d e  a  s i g n i f i c a nt 
contribution to the reconciliation 
movement.

“Jim has worked closely with 
Aboriginal Elders and Indigenous 
organisations to produce educational 
material on Aboriginal history and 
cultural practices… has published 25 
books, including several acclaimed 
Aboriginal-themed children’s books, 
and sold more than 70,000 copies in 
the past 30 years.

“This includes several acclaimed 
Aboriginal themed children’s books.

“Jim was also a founding member 
of Doncare and the Manningham 
Community Health Centre.

“Since retirement, Jim continues 
to contribute to the community, 

giving talks on Aboriginal history 
and heritage as well as conducting 
history walks along the Yarra River in 
Manningham.”

“This is a vehicle to do 
more — if they are going 
to give me a key to the 

city, well it’s got to unlock 
something, even if it is 

only their minds.”

At an intimate reception held in 
the Manningham function rooms 

following the council meeting, Jim 
spoke about the significance of his 
award and his feeling that this is a 
positive step forward in recognising 
the rights of Indigenous Australians.

“It’s gratifying to have achievements 
recognised, but the reality is nobody 
achieves anything without the help 
and support of family, friends and 
colleagues.

“Life’s a journey and we are all 
involved in journeys with each other 
and some of our common journeys 
are for a short time, a long time or 
sometimes a lifetime,” he said gesturing 
to his wife of 60 years.

Jim later expanded on the significant 
role his wife and family have played in 

enabling him to give in the way he has 
and how his wife is there to “hose me 
down every now and again when I get 
too exuberant”.

Ji m  c o n c l u d e d  h i s  t ha n ky o u 
speech with his vision of the future of 
reconciliation in Manningham.

“This is not the culmination of 
anything, this is the start of the next 
phase and gives us the opportunity to 
get the view of council of what we will 
be doing next, to make sure that the 
myth of terra nullius is put to bed in 
Manningham.

“Council has established a reputation 
as the leading municipality  in 
reconciliation… so tonight is about 
building on that.”

Opening the door to reconciliation



New Winter 
Opening Hours

ONLINE ORDERING AVAILABLE NOW
402 Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte VIC 3113    Ph: 9844 3089

quintonsiga.com.au
7am to 8pm Monday - Sunday

MONDAY TO SUNDAY - 7AM TO 8PM
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By SANDI MILLER
I BET YOU didn’t know your 
backyard could be so much fun.

O n Wednesday May 30, 
women from Wonga Park, 
Warrandyte and surrounding 
areas are invited to join in on a 
day out enjoying the delights of 
living locally.

A  chance to  me et  your 

neighbours or get out with a 
group of friends, local venues 
have opened their doors to 
local women for a fun, inspiring 
experience. 

Local businesswoman, Louise 
Callaghan has put together 
the Women’s Local Day Out 
event as a way to reinvigorate 
the community spirit that has 

suffered in the wake of the 
closure of the Wonga Park 
Village Shopping Centre, and 
to raise money for the CFA.

“I have lived in the area for 
20 years and sadly watched 
our community disintegrate,” 
she said. 

“For the past twelve months 
I’ve been trying to think of 
something that would get the 
community excited — hence 
the Women’s Local Day Out 
event”.

Travelling around the area 
in small groups, the women 
will be pampered, indulged 
and entertained; joining up at 
a local winery for a tasting and 
light lunch around the fire.

The exact locations being 
visited are not being revealed to 
ensure that there is also a sense 
of surprise.

“ L o t s  a re  c o m i n g  w i t h 
girlfriends which will make it 
even more fun,” said Louise. 

Many local businesses are 
contributing to a show bag that 
will be given out on the day to 
the participants.

“The theme was fun and 
being generous — that is, the 
businesses have been asked to 
be fun and generous with their 
time and any gift vouchers — 
the women are truly going to 
be spoilt!

“Warrandyte Community 
B a n k  h a v e  h e l p e d  u s 
tremendously to get this off the 
ground — it’s been fantastic 
having their support,” she said.

All  the proceeds will  go 
to Wonga Park CFA , with 
organisers hoping to raise 
$2,000.

“I think everyone involved 
wins with this project — the 
women, the local businesses 
and our local CFA,” said Louise.

Kick up your heels

BY WORKING together you can always 
achieve bigger and better things.

Deb Graham from Blue Pear Pantry and 
Hanh and Tran Truong of PoppySmack, 
both award winning local businesses have 
put their heads together to take Warrandyte 
to a wider foodie market.

“PoppySmack and Blue Pear Pantry are 
individual home businesses which thrive 
on the tireless encouragement from our 
families and the continuous support from 
our friends and immediate community,” 
Deb Graham told the Diary.

Deb says that while each business has 
achieved multiple industry awards they 
have found that they complement each 
other and can provide each other with 
processes and ideas along the way.

Their latest joint venture is coming 
together as “Warrandyte Producers” at  

the Good Food and Wine Show this June.
While there, they will show off their 

delicious Warrandyte produce at the 
historic Melbourne Exhibition Building.

“The admiration and pride we have 
for each other as people and as business 
neighbours coupled with our strong 
community spirit in Warrandyte is what 
sets us apart and pushes us to achieve 
greater things,” she said.

Despite living on opposite sides of the 
river the pair have found synergy in 
working together.

“Although there is a dividing river and 
different municipalities that separate our 
businesses, we consider each other to be 
part of our own business family that we 
have created,” said Deb.

The Good Food and Wine show is on June 
1–3 at the Melbourne Exhibition Building.

Putting Warrandyte 
on the foodie map

By SANDI MILLER

Deb Graham, Blue Pear Pantry Tran and Hanh Truong, PoppySmack



We were privileged to hear from 
Chiara’s parents, Natalie and 
Mauro — both inspirational, loving 
parents, supported by a wonderful 
extended family — that the Rotary 
Club has been able to help support  
Chiara with the many challenges 
that confront her. 

Four-year-old Chiara has hip dysplasia, 
where her left femur sits 58 degrees 
out of its socket. Rectifying this would 
require a double femoral osteotomy, a 
very painful operation for children.

Chiara’s parents, with the help of Rotary, 
were able to look at alternative ways 
of resolving the condition. In particular 
Feldenkrais therapy, which is carried 
out at home on the weekends, under 
a practitioner. She has also recently 
completed an intensive course of two 
sessions a day for six days.

Chiara commenced school this year and 
receives daily physiotherapy, rides a bike 
and uses her walker. Weekly she has 
occupational, speech and music therapy 
along with swimming.

After viewing Chiara’s most recent X-ray, 
her orthopedic surgeon at the Royal 
Children’s Hospital stated Chiara and 
her family had achieved an extremely 

Chiara’s Journey

New Rotary members always welcome. Enquiries  0412 075 638
rare result and he was happy to postpone 
discussions of the operation for a further 
two years.

Keep up the good work Chiara!

Readers can find out more about her 
life and understand her condition at 
www.chiarasjourney.com

Chiara with her big sister, Grace  
Photo: Emma Wise Photography
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By SANDI MILLER
YOUNG WARRANDYTE resident Amelie 
May has been declared a Local Hero. 

In a ceremony on May 2, the Courage to 
Care organisation presented Amelie with the 
Local Hero award, she was the only recipient 
in the state and one of only six in Australia.

Courage to Care is a volunteer based 
service providing information to school 
children around the country about the 
Holocaust.

The group have set up the award to 
recognise high school students who work 
to help minorities.

Amelie’s school, Templestowe College, 
fondly referred to as TC, nominated Amelie 
for the award.

Her citation acknowledged her tireless 
work to make a difference in her community.

A m e l i e  M a y ’ s  i n t u i t i v e  a n d 
empathetic nature is valued by those who 
know her, especially those in her school 
community of Templestowe College.

‘Amelie will often put the needs of others 
before her own, regardless of how big or 
small they are’, according to her teachers.

‘She is a very welcoming student and 
is often called on to take students new to 
our school community under her wing, to 
support them as they settle and encourage 
them to take part in all aspects of the 
school community.’

A m e l i e  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  s a m e 
thoughtfulness toward her teachers, 
often being the last student to leave 
the classroom because she assists with 
cleaning up the room before she goes.

Amelie has held and volunteered for 
multiple leadership positions within the 
school community.

She has coordinated events, supported 
and welcomed Year 7 students, and 
provided tutoring and one-on-one support 
in the classroom to her peers as well as to 
students outside her friendship group.

Accepting of others regardless of gender, 
disability, learning challenge or race, 

Amelie embraces their individuality and 
supports them in any way possible.  

This whole-hearted acceptance of others 
as they are inspires others to do the same.

‘She has a real passion for giving back to 
the community. 

‘Her current projects are organising 
student participation during harmony 
and volunteer week, events that make 
people aware of the needs of others, and 
fundraise to support their needs,’ says 
teacher Wesley Pfitzner.

In recognition of Amelie’s compassionate 
warmth and fearless support of others, 
the school has conferred the title of 
Templestowe College Local Hero.

 ‘She embodies the values that our 
school values and hopes to foster in our 
community, and we know that she is 
destined to continue to make a significant 
difference in others’ lives.’

Amelie told the Diary she found the award 
ceremony an amazing experience.

“The award was very unexpected, and 
then to turn up to find 130 people there with 
my face on this enormous poster was quite 
confronting,” she said.

Amelie’s mother, Charissa May said she 
was very proud of her daughter.

“It was lovely to get this award, although 
Amelie is mystified that she received it for 
behaviour that should be normal,” Charissa 
told the Diary. 

“Templestowe College have some great 
teachers who allow students to show their 
individuality, I am sure she would be the 
same if she went to another school, because 
that is who she is, but TC fosters this and 
allows them to be good at what they love 
doing,” said Charissa.

“I get on well with the teachers at TC,” said 
Amelie, “they allow students to develop 
independence and leadership.”

When she leaves school Amelie wants to 
continue to help people and hopes to find 
a profession that would allow her to do that.

“Nursing would be cool,” she said.
Courage to Care are holding an exhibition 

at the North Eastern Jewish Centre, 6 High 
Street Doncaster, which outlines Amelie’s 
community contribution alongside the other 
Local Hero recipients, who have also risked 
their own lives or reputation to help others 
regardless of the cost.
couragetocare.com.au/exhibition

By SANDI MILLER
NATIONAL Volunteer Week is held each May to celebrate the 
generous contribution of Australia’s volunteers. 

From May 21–27 2018, thousands of events will be held across 
the country to say thank you to the six million Australians who 
volunteer their time. 

The week-long celebration will include breakfasts, morning/
afternoon teas, and luncheons, as well as open days, award 
ceremonies, picnics, forums and training sessions. 

This year’s theme is “Give a little. Change a lot”, to acknowledge 
the millions of volunteers making significant impacts in their 
community and on society by giving a little of their time.  
Volunteering gives you the opportunity to become an active 
member of your community. 

People volunteer for many different reasons: meeting new 
people, learning new skills, adding to your resume, take on 
new challenges, helping other people, or simply to make good 
use of your spare time and existing skills. 

By volunteering, you can make a positive difference to other 
people’s lives – and your own. 

Even spending five minutes online doing virtual volunteering 
can make a difference. 

Providing regular companionship to an isolated senior can add 
years to their life, and to the volunteer’s life too – research shows 
that volunteers are generally healthier, happier and live longer.   
The range of volunteering opportunities is surprisingly wide: 
covering almost any interests or skills, but some the areas of 
greatest need in our community are seniors, disability support 
and community services. 

Close to home, our local CFA brigades always welcome 
volunteers in many areas, both in firefighting and support roles.

Groups such as Doncare, Lions and Rotary always need 
volunteers in their op shops: where kind-hearted volunteers 
raise much-needed funds to help the needy and disadvantaged 
in our community, while providing great op-shopping and 
recycling opportunities.

Likewise, local sporting, environment and social clubs can 
always do with a helping hand. 

The Volunteering in Manningham (ViM) Program of Doncare 
supports and promotes volunteering in our community. 

ViM holds free Introduction to Volunteering sessions 
throughout the year, with a special National Volunteer Week 
Seminar on May 23 at the Manningham Civic Centre, MC2.

Bookings essential, visit : 2018i2v.eventbrite.com.au  
or phone 9856 1546

Celebrating National 
Volunteer Week

Local hero Amelie has courage to care

To find a volunteer role that suits you, go to 
volunteeringvictoria.org.au
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IN THE LATE 1920’s my father 
bought land on a high cliff 
above the Yarra River in Kew 
and asked that his modest 
house be angled on the block, 
allowing picture windows to 
look directly up a beautiful 
reach of river.

A g e d  w e e p i n g  w i l l o w s 
fringed the banks along the 
lower reaches of the river from 
Warrandyte, creating soft green 
curtains down into the water, 
while root systems provided a 
matted structure securing the 
banks against water erosion. 

Twice a year workers in a 
dinghy, commonly referred to 
as ‘the snag boat’, would trim 
the willow roots and remove 
any half-submerged branches 
deemed hazardous to boats, 
canoes and swimmers.

At the water’s edge there were 
four buildings of note between 
Dights Falls down stream and 
Burke Road bridge upstream, 
all of them Edwardian in age 
and character. 

The Van der Sluys family 
owned Burns Boat & Shed 
which was nearest the falls. 

Boats and canoes could be 
hired by the hour for a small fee.

The next building, 10 minutes 
paddling upstream, was Bill 
McAuley’s boat shed, house 
and boat building yard. 

A taciturn old Scot, Bill put all 
his affections into the rowing 
boats he built, all with wine 
glass sterns, rudders with tiller 
ropes and lovingly finished 
with decorative scroll work, 
still sometimes seen on antique 
bakers carts. 

All Bill’s boats had women’s 
names — which was a puzzle 
in itself — looking at Bill. 

Golfers wanting to play only 
half of the 18 hole Yarra Bend 
golf course, found Bill’s address 
convenient, as the ninth hole 
was immediately opposite and 
for four pence a time, Bill would 
row them across, repeating 
the performance in reverse, 
on hearing a whistle from the 

other bank. 
He also kept a rudimentary 

selection of sweets in a cabinet 
where, as young children we 
could spend our pocket money 
of three pence a week on bulls 
eyes, jelly beans and gruesome 
pink and white nougat false 
teeth all placed in minute white 
paper bags.

Bill’s wooden slatted landing 
stages went from the water’s 
edge right up to the house, 
which was just as well, as the 
river at that time was deep, 
wide, had a noticeably swift 
current and regularly flooded 
– most impressively after winter 
rains – until a cut was made 
across an acute bend, down 
near Scotch College, easing the 
huge amounts of water coming 
down with incredible force, 
flooding many parts of the golf 
course in winter. 

As young children we would 
get a full-on adrenaline rush at 
the sight of this occurance. 

I remember one winter flood 
when Willow Dell, the next 
boat house upstream from 
McAuley’s, was flooded half way 
up the balcony railings of the 
first floor and the incongruous 
sight of an upright piano braced 
on a plank, across the corner of 
the balcony. 

I remain in awe of the initials 
and the date 1934, scribbled 
under the supports of the old 
outer circle bridge connecting 
Kew to Alphington. 

I can’t imagine how any craft 
could have managed it against 
a flood current running!

Rudder Grange was the last 
of the four boat houses and 
a modest rent would be paid 
monthly for a rack where a 
personally owned canoe could 
be stored between forays up 
and down the river.

Winter and summer, my 
father would go for what he 
called “an early dip” in water, 
which though not as pristine 
as the Maribyrnong River, 
was nevertheless pure and 

swimmable all the way down 
to Dights Falls. 

At other times he would take 
us to some nearby mud flats 
- frequented by water birds - 
equipped with plaster of Paris 
- would show us how to take 
plaster casts of patterns of birds 
footprints. 

Summer would find a row of 
parents sitting on the landing 
stage at  McAuley’s,  each 
holding a rope, a small child 
at the other end, dog paddling 
to and fro, out and back, until 
the rope appeared to be slack 
all the time. 

In my family it was time for 
‘the test’. 

An adult swimmer would be 
dispatched to swim through the 
current alongside the tadpole, 
across the width of the river and 
back, to a congratulatory hand 
shake at the end. 

There  was  a  pr ize  — a 
beautifully built kayak made 
by my father,  who had a 
lifelong passion for boats of all 
descriptions — and held fast 
to the rule that access to craft 
of any kind was denied until 
a child could swim both ways 
across a fast-moving river. 

I could at six, my sister at 
four, but style in the water 
came somewhat later, as did 
her kayak.

The summers were long and 
golden to us in our early teens, 
unaware and unaffected by 
the storm clouds gathering in 
Europe. 

Loose bonds of companion-
ship formed between the many 
school children of similar age. 

“Townies”, as we called them, 
would appear for a day on the 
river, overcrowding a boat with 
people, weighting the wrong 
end and bumbling around with 
oars, showering the passengers 
with water. 

At 14 we looked on with 
disdain from our canoes 
nearby, as they battled the 
current and frightened the 
birds, before passing them 

swiftly and silently with overt 
superiority. 

We had long since decided 
that we would rather see where 
we were going than see where 
we’d been. 

Tolerance was not in our 
vocabulary, and after all, the 
river was ours and they were 
intruders.

We were r iver  groupies 
spending ever y available 
moment in the river or on it in 
kayaks, graduating to canoes 
with chintz cushions. 

My canoe was an 18-foot-
long Canadian Peterborough, 
the Rolls Royce of canoes at 
that time. 

The river became our social 
hub at a time when few people 
had cars, petrol was rationed 
and most men were soon 
serving in various theatres of 
war overseas. 

Pleasures were simple and 
close to home.

We arranged canoe regattas 
and carnivals. 

One of the most popular races 
involved leaving your paddle 
on dry land, standing upright 
at the rear end of the canoe 
and bouncing it over a given 
distance without ending up in 
the water. 

We camped under green 
tents formed by the willows 
and made fumbling, uncertain 
attempts to demystify romance. 

When kissing is imminent, 
what do you do with the noses?

Winter found us sitting on 
faded plush seats in the local 
cinema, drinking in adventure 
in the form of black and white 
films of war exploits, unmindful 
that many of our fathers were 
enduring the real thing in North 
Africa, Burma, New Guinea and 
the islands of the South Pacific.

As time went on, most of the 
group enlisted, put on dark blue 
or khaki and went away. 

Leaving me as the youngest, 
out on a limb. 

Some returned, some did not, 
but war accelerates maturity, 

interests changed and many 
canoes gathered dust on the 
racks. 

I also went away, not returning 
for some years, but in time to sit 
on the river bank marvelling at 
the willows, just as they came 
into their first pale green spring 
necklaces. 

The one single water drip from 
the mid point of the pipe bridge, 
servicing Fairfield, still had not 
been rectified all those years 
later and reliably found the 
head of whoever was paddling 
underneath.

McAuley’s was no longer. 
The old man had died, but the 

boat house at Studley Park, now 
named after the park itself, had 
a new more sophisticated lease 
of life and an increased interest 
in pleasure craft paid off. 

Paul Van der Sluys took on 
the old Willow Deli boathouse 
upstream.

Now falling into sad disrepair, 
it took a mammoth crusade 

of time, effort and money, 
in restoring it to its original 
Edwardian charm, adding 
indoor and outdoor dining 
facilities, with Devonshire teas 
and legendary boysenberry ice 
cream for those less hungry. 

Boats and canoes were also 
available for hire. 

It  re-opened in 1984 as 
Fairfield Park Boathouse and 
has now, deservedly – become 
a Melbourne icon.

In the summer of 1998, I 
took some work colleagues 
and fr iends up the r iver 
from Princes Bridge, for a 
Champagne breakfast. 

We ate bacon and eggs, 
croissants, listened to Louis 
Armstrong, Ella Fitzgerald and 
the Hot Club of France, and 
drank a toast to the well-loved 
river.

The river was an integral 
part of my childhood and has 
remained treasured in my 
memory.

Elections and climate action
By JEFF CRANSTON

green edge

By CLAIRE NAILER

short story

ONE OF THE many ways we can take 
action on climate change is through 
the ballot box.

In the next 12 months, we’ll go to a 
federal election (later this year or in 
the first half of 2019) and the Victorian 
election (on November 24 this year).

The next Manningham Council 
election will be in October 2020.

In advance of these elections, 
WarrandyteCAN believes electors in 
Warrandyte and the wider community 
should consider giving climate change 
much greater priority as an election 
issue than they may have done in 
the past.

And when deciding who to vote for, 
electors are encouraged to give key 
consideration to where each candidate 
stands on the need for urgent climate 
action.

The Paris Agreement 
Average global temperatures have 

risen around 1 degree Celsius since 
the beginning of industrial times, with 
most of that increase having occurred 
since 1970.

We’ve already seen the severe effects 
resulting from such an increase — 
for example, more extreme weather 
events  such as heatwaves and 
cyclones, worsening droughts and 
floods, increased frequency and 
severity of bushfires, and so on.

The international Paris Agreement 
reached in December 2015 recognises 
the need to keep average global 
temperature increases below a 

maximum of 2C – and to pursue efforts 
to limit the increase to 1.5C — to avoid 
the worst impacts of climate change.

This reflects the overwhelming 
weight of world scientific opinion that;

•  in order to keep global 
temperature increases below the 
2C level, we need to adopt urgent 
measures to drastically reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions; and

•  unless we take such action, we face 
a future of increasingly dangerous 
climate change.

However, Australian governments 
at the three levels (federal, state and 
local) have generally failed to address 
the urgency of the situation that is 
embodied in the Paris Agreement.

The Federal  Government has 
responded with an emission reduction 
target of 26 to 28 per cent from 2005 
levels by 2030, which is inconsistent 
with the aim of limiting global 
warming to 2C.

The target has been criticised as weak 
by global standards and compares 
poorly with other advanced nations.

For example, the United Kingdom is 
effectively aiming for a 61% reduction 
in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, 
while the United States target of 26 to 
28 per cent by 2025 means an implied 
reduction of 35 to 39 per cent by 2030.

Moreover, the Federal Government’s 
strong support for the huge Carmichael 
(Adani) coal mine and rail project 
— including its support for public 
financing of the project — represents 

a major backward step for Australia 
at a time when it has become highly 
evident that if we’re to remain below 
2C, most of the world’s known coal 
reserves need to remain in the ground.

L a s t  y e a r  t h e  Q u e e n s l a n d 
government reversed its previous 
support for federal public funding 
for the rail project, but it has not 
withdrawn its support for the mine 
and rail link.

Learning from our  
(local government) neighbours

In marked contrast to the Federal 
G overnment,  Darebin Council 
has adopted the Darebin Climate 
Emergency Plan 2017-2022 which 
recognises “we are in a state of climate 
emergency that requires action by all 
levels of government, including local 
councils.”

In the plan, the Council commits 
itself to a comprehensive program for 
climate action designed to achieve the 
plan’s five overarching goals, which 
include restoring “a safe climate at 
emergency speed by eliminating 
greenhouse gas emissions and 
enabling drawdown of excess carbon 
dioxide in the air”.

Darebin Council’s plan represents a 
highly positive and proactive approach 
to climate change at local government 
level.

Making climate change a priority 
election issue

There is ample evidence that most 
Australians now believe climate 

change is occurring 
and that it is caused 
by human activities, 
including especially the 
burning of fossil fuels.

H o w e v e r,  a s  a n 
election issue climate 
change tends to be 
given lesser priority 
than issues that are seen 
as more immediate 
or pressing, such as 
management of the economy, tax-
related issues, improving health care, 
and better roads and infrastructure.

A good example of this is a Roy 
Morgan poll conducted in February 
this year, when an Australia-wide 
cross-section of electors were asked:

“Thinking about yourself. What 
could the Federal Government do, 
that would most benefit you and your 
family?”

T h e  l a r g e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f 
respondents (22%) identified taxation 
issues, including lower taxes and 
tax reform, as the leading ones the 
government could address to give the 
most benefit.

The second highest percentage 
(17%) mentioned issues relating to 
health care.

Environment-related issues ranked 
seventh with 6%, after issues relating 
to social welfare and the aged.

WarrandyteCAN believes that 
climate change should be seen as a 
paramount political issue, not one that 
can be relegated to the background.

In order for this to occur we recognise 
there needs to be a shift in voters’ 
thinking.

Instead of just focussing on short-
term gains or benefits (especially 
economic ones) that might be offered 
or promised by candidates for election, 
voters need to also look to the longer 
term and consider the sort of future 
we — and later generations — face if 
we fail to take urgent climate action 
and limit global warming to 2C.

Failing to take adequate action 
will condemn our children, our 
grandchildren, and subsequent 
generations to impoverished lives in 
a world of climate extremes, rising 
oceans, and increasing tides of climate 
refugees.

Our politicians must show leadership 
and act!

Jeff Cranston is a member of local 
environmental group WarrandyteCAN.
If you would like to know more about 
WarrandyteCAN visit their website:
warrandytecan.com.au or find them 
on Facebook.

Memories of the river

Photo: SUE OVERTON



www.aumannsproduce.com.au   |   CALL (03) 9844 3464   |   6am-6pm MON - FRI. 6am-5pm SAT - SUN   |   FIND US ON FACEBOOK @aumannsatwarrandyte   

$4.50*

$25.99

LA MOLISANA
ITALIAN 500gm PASTA

LARGE AND MEDIUM
FRUIT PLATTERS

PICTURED

(MED)
LARGE $35.99

keeping it fresh daily  

Visit our florist for a wide range of unique treasures and gifts.
A florist for all occasions. Order now to arrange delivery. 
Call (03) 9844 0104 or email: florist@aumannsproduce.com.au 

The florist is open daily: 9:00am – 5:00pm
FIND US ON FACEBOOK @aumannsatwarrandyteflorist

~on-site~ 
florist

Visit our farm-gate store specialising in local and organic fruit 
and vegetables, gluten-free and artisan baked goods, extensive 
range of groceries, a continental deli and an espresso bar. 

AUMANNS AT WARRANDYTE - 150 HARRIS GULLY ROAD WARRANDYTE

deli
platters
~ready to~

order $59.99

 $16.00*

DELI PLATTERS
MADE TO ORDER

LAMPOMODORA
LE CONSERVE DELLA NONNA 
READY TO USE PASSATA

6 FOR

2 FOR
OR $2.99ea

OR $2.49ea

OTHER SIZES AVAIL
(MED)

PICTURED

loyalty = reward$ --
Download our free loyalty app and every time you shop at Aummans you’ll 
earn points that give you discounts at the checkout. Receive 3 points for 
every $10 spent on any products. Reach 100 points and redeem $10.
To start saving, just search for ‘Aumanns’ in your app store, download the 
app and get ready to start shopping with us.
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Should you wish to become a part 
of the Lions, joining them in giving 
back to our local community, you 
can contact the Lions President 
Jenni Dean 0401 963 583

Looking for a beautiful gift 
for  yourself or someone 
special?
This stunning tall vase was 
crafted by Julio Santos in 1982. 
And it is truly beautiful. 

Julio is based in NSW and has 
been exhibited in museums 
across the country for decades. 

A true master of his aesthetic 
and inner vision, his work is 
complex yet so serene.

Come in and check out some of 
the wonderful hidden treasures 
at the Lion Op Shop. You never 
know what you might find.

Lions Opportunity Shop 
168 Yarra Street Warrandyte

Something spectacular!

Please view website for further information 

www.oakdalefunerals.com.au             24hr contact - 9726 8724
AFFORDABLE LILYDALE CEMETERY CREMATION/CHAPEL PACKAGE
CREMATIONS  –  BURIALS  –   RELIGIOUS SERVICES  -   MEMORIAL SERVICES

PROVIDING CHOICE & EXCELLENCE IN FUNERAL CARE 
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By KATRINA BENNETT

much ado The mystery of the whispering wheels
IT BEGAN AS faint whispers.

A gentle scratch of the head.
A dim quizzical expression.
Who, or maybe what, was WWW?
Where had they, or it, come from?
I had seen the discreet WWW printed 

on tops all over Warrandyte.
I love a good mystery.
I’ve been reading them since I was 

young enough to be disappointed that 
Timmy, a furry four-legged creature 
could be part of the Famous Five, but 
I could not.

I’m continually baffled by the 
presence of Home and Away still being 
on our screens for over 30 years and no 
one has been arrested for that crime.

But the best mysteries of all are the 
ones you can’t make up.

Take for example the song Achy 
Breaky Heart.

How is it possible that one-quarter 
of a million Australians bought that 
song, making it the highest selling 
song of 1992?

Which brings me back to the 
presence of something called WWW 
in Warrandyte.

It’s not a great mystery.
It’s probably not even an interesting 

mystery.
But, contrary to sensationalist 

popular opinion on the Warrandyte 
Community and Business Association 
Facebook page, our fair town of 
Warrandyte is hardly the criminal 
capital of Australia (except for those 
still hiding their Billy Ray Cyrus CD 
single of course).

So my interest was piqued.
I quickly ruled out that it stood for 

‘world wide web’. 
I was already part of that.
Well, ok, occasionally, except when 

I’m naughty I lose my screen privileges 

for a week and then when I finally get 
them back I have to sit on the roof of 
my house wearing a tin foil hat to get 
any internet reception.

Then it occurred to me that maybe 
it was part of the dark web, which 
is part of the deep web, which is 
part of something murkier than the 
Yarra River after a downpour, which 
somehow ends up in Charlottes Web.

And really, there was no way I was 
getting involved with a talking pig 
called Wilbur.

The obvious next step was to ask the 
doyens of investigative journalism if 
they had an anonymous source close 
to the WWW.

So, I rang New Idea.
They promised to photoshop some 

Brad and Jennifer photos, including 
the baby bump photos that prove 
Jennifer has been pregnant since 2001.

As I confusedly thanked them for 
their help, they told me Rebel Wilson’s 
real age before I could hang up.

Going back to square one, I went for 
a bike ride.

There I was pedalling along the 
Main Yarra Trail on my way to Petty’s 
Orchard, pondering whether my 
double shot half soy non-fat decaf latte 
would be enhanced or diminished with 
a side order of spelt wheat pancakes 
with grass fed thrice churned butter.

Then it happened.
So subtle, I almost missed it.
The first rider came past and 

marginally dipped their helmet at me 
as they nodded.

The second one slyly winked.
The third one was grinning from 

ear to ear.
But it was the fourth one that really 

got my attention.
Wasn’t hard really, as they slapped 

me on the back, adjusted their glasses, 
leaned in and whispered, “FFS.

“What are you doing out here by 
yourself?

“We’ve been trying to invite you 
along for weeks.

“Idiot.”
I gazed at them vacantly.
Comprehension slowly seeped 

across my disordered cerebral matter.
All four had on WWW tops!
Here was my big Sherlock Holmes 

moment.
Here was where I could prove to Enid 

Blyton, that if Timmy could, so could I.
I didn’t need a Dick or a Julian.
To be fair, I’d always wanted to try 

Aunt Fanny’s pancakes though.
B a r e l y  a b l e  t o  b r e a t h e ,  b u t 

maintaining the picture of disinterested 
nonchalance, I casually replied, “Who 

are you?”
Collectively they turned, smiled 

and proclaimed, “We ARE the ‘Wild 
Women of Warrandyte’.”

“What do you do?” I asked, with 
all thoughts of pancakes gone, Aunt 
Fanny’s or otherwise.

“We ride,” they answered.
The WWW social connections are 

more interwoven and convoluted then 
the deepest, darkest web could ever 
dream of being.

No bitcoin is required to join this 
group, just a mountain bike, a helmet 
and a sense of adventure.

Send out the word you want to go 
for a ride for an hour, a day, or a long 
weekend and you’ll find yourself 
pedalling along next to someone that 
you wouldn’t have a clue how you 
know them, but you do.

So next time you’re in IGA and 
you hear two women using words 
like derailleur, drive chain, stem or 
millimetres of travel, they are not ‘Wild 
Women of Warrandyte’. 

T h e  W W W  d o n ’ t  t a l k  b i k e 
components.

You’ll hear them use words like 
Pub ride, Han’s Loop, Bright, Buxton, 
Beasley’s at 10am or Petty’s at 9:30am.

Smile at them and before you know it, 
you too will have a mountain bike and 
a top with WWW printed on it.

What is next for this poor misguided 
Nancy Drew?

Well, I’m still investigating Jennifer 
Aniston’s seventeen-year pregnancy 
because no matter how bad your 
acting is, no one deserves that.



www.fireball.org.au

Saturday 27 October 
Manningham Function Centre

699 Doncaster Road, Doncaster 
Funds raised from the 2018 Mayoral Fireball will go towards 

purchasing a Forward Control Vehicle for our local CFA brigades. 

SAVE THE

DATE

Proudly supporting:
bendigobank.com.au

Community Investment 
Program Information Session
When:   Thursday 14 June, 2018
Time:   7pm
Where:   The Grand Hotel - Riverview room

110 Yarra St, Warrandyte 
Finger food and drinks provided

RSVP:   Dee Dickson
0414 505 533
community@warrandytecb.com.au

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/ Australian Credit 
Licence 237879. A283207-4A (393396_v3) (2/05/2018)

You’re Invited

Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch
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By SANDI MILLER
LAST YEAR, Warrandyte bid a fond 
farewell to physio Paul Gilling, who 
has taken a sea change after more 
than 20 years practicing in his Trezise 
Street clinic.

The practice has been taken over by 
the Heidelberg Physio Group and is 
now part of a network of four clinics 
across northeast Melbourne.

Warrandyte is lucky enough to now 
have a range of physiotherapists 
working at the Trezise Street clinic, 
each with their own focus and 
speciality.

Being part of a wider network of 
clinics also has other benefits as 
practitioners are able to use resources 
pooled from all four clinics which 
expands the range of treatments 
available to patients.

Rebecca Vander Jagt may be a 
familiar face to many of Paul’s clients, 
as she joined the practice 10 years ago, 
starting as a locum before practicing 
at the clinic two days per week, which 
she continues to do as part of the 
new group, working on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays and the occasional 
Saturday.

Prior to that she spent time in the 
country.

“I have done a fair bit of rural practice 
and so that always brings all types 
through the door, from children to aged 
care, sporting to work cover injuries to 
TAC, or just everyday people coming 
in with ‘my neck is tight’ — it keeps it 
interesting,” she said.

Rebecca loves that she is able to 
work with patients to help them help 
themselves.

“We have our hands on treatment 
skills in terms of what we can do in 
the clinic, but really —and this is what 
makes a physio different from other 
allied health practices too — is we 
really focus on empowering clients to 
manage their own health better.

“I don’t think in terms of ‘what I do 
to you and now you are better’, but in 
terms of ‘what can you do in your life 
that can prevent this from coming 
back’”, she said.

“I really believe in finding what works 
best for a person and I don’t think there 
is really one size fits all.

“I think that we very much focus 
on evidence based treatment and try 
to use that as much as possible and 
try to keep that as a focus while we 
are practicing — we have a very close 
relationship with doctors and medical 
staff which adds a lot and makes us 
different to a lot of other allied health 
professionals”.

Alexi Florez-Longinidis attends 
the Warrandyte clinic on Monday 
afternoons, Wednesdays and Fridays. 

Alexi specialises in sports injuries 
and finds that working as part of the 
group is beneficial, as the Bulleen 

clinic has a full gym facility which can 
be used for rehabilitation.

“It is good to do the initial assessment 
here and then move there where I can 
actually get to do their leg weights; 
if they are coming back from injury 
in footy or cricket in particular, it 
keeps them under our supervision 
rather than having to send them out 
to someone else and you don’t know 
what they are doing,” he said.

Rachel Crosbee  qualified as a 
physiotherapist in the UK and moved 
to Australia four years ago.

She now works at the practice on 
Mondays.

As a keen Kayaker, she is a regular 
along the Yarra, so has been able to 
slip right in to the Warrandyte lifestyle. 

“Paul had worked here for so long, 
he had a regular clientele that were 
used to him.

“This was a big change and we are 
aware we are not locals —but we are 
good physios and we are trying to do a 
good job and we are getting out doing 
stuff in the community.

“We were here for Run Warrandyte, 
which was great and we will do more of 
those kind of things,” she said. 

Rachel believes that the evidence 
based science behind physiotherapy is 
what sets it apart from other therapies, 
and she also loves her profession for 
the fact that she can make a difference 
to people’s lives as they are able to 
rehabilitate the emotional connection 
to the injury as well as the physical one.

“Sometimes it can be just simple 
things.

“People are fearful because they have 
just broken their leg and they have 
been told that now the cast is off they 
can walk again, but they are terrified 
the bone is going to snap again.

“We, as physiotherapists, have the 
luxury of time, knowledge of the 
pathology and the healing process 
and the interpersonal skills that most 

frontline medics don’t have.
“This means we can see what is 

holding the patient back and explain 
to them that it is okay to get pain in 
the bone, that it is not going to snap 
there and then.

“This reassurance can be very 
empowering and give them the 
confidence to fully engage in the 
rehabilitation process.

Rachel  a ls o  ref le cte d on the 
relationship between the clinic 
and the resident Trezise Street GP 
and how there are advantages to 
having a General Practitioner and a 

physiotherapist in the same building.
“We have a good relationship with 

the GPs here.
“If an issue pops up with a patient 

which we can help with, a GP may 
come to us to discuss a patient’s issue.

“It is great to be working in a GP 
practice,” she said. 

Warrandyte Physiotherapy is at 2 
Trezise Street, Warrandyte and is open 
9–5 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday; 9–6 
on Wednesdays and Friday; and every 
second Saturday morning.

To make an appointment, call 
Lauren on 9844 1566.

New physios bring fresh hands to Trezise Street clinic

Rachel and Rebecca 
at Run Warrandyte

Alexi in the clinic



Call for community representatives:
HERITAGE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Council is seeking community representatives to fill two vacant 
positions on Manningham Council’s Heritage Advisory Committee. 
The Committee provides advice to Council on the conservation, 
education and promotion of heritage places within the 
municipality. This includes reviewing funding applications received 
under the Heritage Restoration Fund.
Manningham encourages applications from residents with:

• a strong interest in and knowledge of local history

• a strong interest or knowledge in differing time periods of 
importance to the development of the municipality 

Nominations can be submitted to:
Angelo Kourambas, Director City Planning  
Manningham City Council 
PO Box 1, Doncaster VIC 3108 

email: csadmin@manningham.vic.gov.au.

Nominations close 5.00pm Wednesday 13 June 2018.

Interpreter service        9840 9355

Interpreter service        9840 9355

For nomination forms and further information, visit  
www.manningham.vic.gov.au/heritage-advisory-service  

or call Council’s City Strategy Unit on 9840 9129.
MOTHER’S DAY

E V E N T S  A N D  F U N C T I O N S

The Grand has everything you need to plan or organise your  
upcoming event.  With a variety of flexible packages to suit any 
occasion, talk to our Event Manager, Caitlin, about how we can  

make your next event a truly memorable one. 

110 yarra st, warrandyte  t (03) 9844 3202      
info@grandhotelwarrandyte.com.au | grandhotelwarrandyte.com.au

M A K E  A N  E N Q U I R Y  T O D A Y  
G R A N D H O T E LWA R R A N DY T E .C O M . A U/ F U N C T I O N -WA R R A N DY T E  

O R  E M A I L  F U N C T I O N S @ G R A N D H O T E LWA R R A N DY T E .C O M . A U
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Rocky Road Festival 
Yarra Valley Chocolaterie & Ice Creamery
May 1–31 2018
31 rocky road flavours, desserts, ice creams and 
tasting sessions.
Open every day 9am–5pm
35 Old Healesville Road, Yarra Glen
www.yvci.com.au

Film Society — Bagdad Café (US)
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
Friday May 18, 7pm for 7:30pm start
2017/18 Membership $25
www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au 
or admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Doubt: A Parable  
June 1, 2, 8, 9, 14, 15 and 16 at 8pm, plus a 
matinee performance June 9.
Warrandyte Theatre Company 
Tickets: $25 (Concession $20)
Mechanics Institute Hall, Cnr Yarra Street and 
Mitchell Avenue, Warrandyte
warrandytehallarts.asn.au/theatre/2018/doubt

Mic Conway Tour — 50th Aniversary Show
Friday May 25, 7:30pm (Doors 7pm)  
St Andrews Community Centre
35 Caledonia St, St Andrews VIC 3761
Prebooked- Adult $25, Family (2 Ad & 2 Ch), Ch 
U18 $10
Door sales: add $5 per ticket 
Subject to availability

A Night at the Opera
Saturday June 2, 7pm 
Massaros presents a night at the opera 
including a four-course dining and music 
experience 
Cost $98pp Bookings are essential 
Massaros, 360 Eltham-Yarra Glen Road, 
Kangaroo Ground 
www.massaros.com.au/a-night-at-the-opera

Declutter Your Life & The Fine Art of  
Feng Shui 
Friday June 15, 7:30pm
Bramleigh Estate, Warrandyte
Lecture/workshop by Louise Weavell from Zen 
Organising.
Tickets $30 ($25 concession) includes bubbly 
on arrival, live music and a performance by 
Enchoir.
www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=378338& 

Comedy for a Cause 
Friday June 15, 7pm 
Enjoy a side-splitting night with some of the 
best comedians from Sydney and Melbourne 
International Comedy Festivals. 
Tickets $35 
Warrandyte Sports Club, 8 Taroona Avenue, 
Warrandyte 
www.comedyforacause.net/tc-events/wk/

Tamil Feast 
Saturday May 26 & June 30, 6:30pm 
Enjoy a three course feast. 
All profits to Now & Not Yet’s refugee program.  
$40 per person 
Now & Not Yet Cafe, Yarra Street, 
Warrandyte
www.nowandnotyet.com.au

Wine and Art 
Saturday June 2, 2:15pm–6:30pm
Rob Dolan Wines and Chroma have joined 
forces to bring you an afternoon of painting 
and sipping. No artistic flair is needed.
Tickets $70 (this event is 18+)
Rob Dolan Wines, 21-23 Delaneys Road,  
South Warrandyte 
www.corkandchroma.com.au

Madhatters Fundraiser Night
Saturday July 28, 7:30pm til late  
Warrandyte Sports Pavillion, 
Warrandyte Reserve
Adult $30 
Bookings: warrandytenetball.org
Proceeds to raise money for lighting at 
netball courts and Junior Football Club player 
development

out & about

Grand Hotel Warrandyte 
Fridays 8:30pm till late
 May 18 Limited Edition
 May 25 Long Gone Daddys

Sundays 3pm  - 6pm
 May 20 Mel Van Dyke
 May 27 Paul Rawk

It’s 12 O’clock Somewhere
Friday night 7pm - 10pm 
 - live acoustic 

Saturday night  
 - DJ

Sunday afternoon 2pm - 5pm 
 - live acoustic on the deck

Now & Not Yet
Vibe 
Every second Saturday 4pm - 7pm
 - live music, drinks & eats

Live music

For more events across the Yarra 
Valley, visit in your Backyard on 
Facebook,  
search for @IYBinyourbackyard
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SINCE 1988, connoisseurs of cider have 
been descending on Wonga Park for 
Kellybrook’s annual cider festival.

This year was extra special as the 
cider celebration marked its 30th 
anniversary.

Despite some rain early on the 
Saturday, the sun was out at the festival 
for most of the weekend and with 
local drawcard The Scrims supporting 
Melbourne born bluegrass country 
rockers The Mountain Quarry Dead 
Rats as the headliners, Wonga Park was 
the place to be at the beginning of May.

As both locals and out-of-towners 
sat under the 140-year-old oak tree, 
drank locally made cider and listened 
to some wholesome tunes, the banjo 
and bass were hard to resist and many 
found themselves jumping up from 
their picnic blankets to strut their stuff 
— although perhaps the scrumpy had 
something to do with that as well.

The crown jewel of the Kellybrook 
Cider Festival is their famous scrumpy 
and this is the only time of year 
Kellybrook make it.

Historically, scrumpy is a “rough” 
or “harsh” cider made from unsorted 
apples — although the Kellybrook 
scrumpy is a lot more refined than the 
beverage’s roots.

Still, it is a highlight of the festival 
and with the combined appeal of 
both a limited stock and the option to 
purchase it in four litre containers, we 
made sure we got in there quickly to 
purchase our share.

Along with a variety of cuisine to 
choose from along an avenue of food 
vans, other acoustic delights were on 
offer around the precinct.

Warrandyte musicians Cath Rutten 
and Jo Pearson entertained by the cellar 
door, along with the quirky troop of 
Morris Dancers who strutted their stuff 
on the forecourt.

The vineyards surrounding the 
homestead were an inviting place to 
lay down a blanket and take in some 
warm rays of sunshine.

With cider to suit every taste, a variety 
of food options and plenty of music to 
drink and jive to, it was hard to forget 
that we were less than an hour from 
the CBD.

This is a truly wonderful way to 
support local businesses and talent, 
and to take advantage of having a 
thriving rural zone, like the Yarra Valley, 
so close to home.

The cider festival will be back next 
year, on the first weekend in May, and 
so will we.

She’ll be apples!

By JAMES POYNER

By ADRIAN RICE
WARRANDYTE Theatre Company is proud to 
announce their next production — Doubt by John 
Patrick Shanley — a Tony Award and Pulitzer 
Prize Winning Drama and Academy Award 
nominated movie starring Meryl Streep, Philip 
Seymour Hoffman and Amy Adams.

Set in 1964, Shanley’s play deals with the 
suspected interference of a student by the 
parish priest: a subject, that while confronting, 
still occupies our social conscience and media 
attention today.

Shanley’s writing is masterful and compelling.  
Father Flynn is a beloved, charismatic 

progressive priest, while Sister Aloysius is a rigidly 
conservative nun who is determined to pursue 
her suspicions within a world where the Catholic 
Church hierarchy and male dominance rule.     

Doubt deals with the realisation that our beliefs 
and convictions are part of a facade we build to 
protect ourselves and that we focus on what we 
choose to believe and conveniently ignore what 
we do not.  

As Shanley puts it: “What led to the church 
scandals was the blindness that people had about 
who was good and who was bad, and what was 
right and what was wrong”.

Directed by Susan Rundle, who last directed 
Andrew Bovell’s Speaking in Tongues  for 
Warrandyte Theatre; Susan has assembled a 
talented cast to present this compelling piece 
of theatre.     

Sister Aloysius Lisa Upson
Father Flynn Chris O’Neill
Sister James Reschelle O’Connor
Mrs Muller Gloria Rono

Doubt opens Friday June 1 and runs until 
Saturday June 16. 
Eight performances only. 
Tickets $25 / $20 Concession
To book go to : 
www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=371788
For further details, please go to: 
warrandytehallarts.asn.au/theatre

No Doubt about it
preview

WARRANDYTE Kindergarten bring to you as 
part of this year’s fundraising activities ‘Comedy 
for a Cause’. 

On Friday June 15 at Warrandyte Sports Club 
enjoy showcase of some of the best comedians 
from the Sydney and Melbourne International 

Comedy Festival. 
Please note this event may contain some low-

level coarse language and is therefore a Strictly 
Over 18’s event. 

See Out and About opposite for booking 
details.

Photos: SANDI MILLER
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ONCE AGAIN it is a privilege 
for me to deliver the Anzac 
Day address to the Warrandyte 

community.
Time dims the memory of ordinary 

events, but not great events.
In a nation’s history, great events —

whether in peace or war — live in our 
memories regardless of time. 

They are deemed great not necessarily 
for what they achieved, nor for whether 
they were victories or successes. 

Rather, great events are distinguished 
by the quality of the human endeavour 
they called upon. 

By the examples they create for 
ordinary men and women, and by the 
legends they inspire.

So it is with Anzac Day.
On April 25, 1915, 16,000 New 

Z e a l a n d e r s ,  A u s t r a l i a n s  a n d 
Indigenous Australians — and I say 
indigenous Australians because there 
was no discrimination, they quickly 
realised that the enemy bullet didn’t 
discriminate and, as the soldiers said, 
we looked after each other and colour 
didn’t matter.

They all surged ashore at the foot 
of rugged cliffs on the Dardanelles 
peninsula, to open a campaign 
intended to give allied shipping access 
to the black sea, bring help to Russia 
and perhaps force Turkey out of the 
war.

It was — historians say — an ill-
conceived campaign in pursuit of a 
vague objective, premised on an under-
estimation of the military prowess and 
character of the Turkish soldiers, and of 
the tactical advantages they held.

But the cream of the Australian and 
New Zealand armies — volunteers 
all — committed themselves with no 
hesitation about the nobility of their 
cause, and fought with great courage, 
skill and audacity.

In the eight months that followed 
their first landing, some 50,000 Anzacs 

were committed to the battlefront, 
alongside substantially more British, 
French and Indian comrades. 

When the last of them was withdrawn 
as winter set in, about 11,000 New 
Zealanders and Australians lay dead, 
and with them many more allied and 
Turkish soldiers. 

While the ANZAC’s withdrawal from 
Gallipoli was brilliantly planned and 
executed, the campaign cannot be 
described as anything but a defeat.

However, the achievements of the 
Anzacs can be measured in other than 
strategy, tactics and battles. 

Their true achievements were in their 
courage, determination, mateship and 
sacrifice. 

These were achievements that 
set standards that inspired their 
countrymen for generations to follow. 

The legends they established gave 
fresh voice to new feelings of national 
pride in both young nations. 

The news of their suffering, on 
reaching the homes of anxiously 
awaiting families, brought people 
together in ways they had not known 
before.

For New Zealanders and Australians 
Anzac Day is our own day.

It is a day that we mark the deeds 
of men and women who had come to 
see themselves as New Zealanders and 
Australians, and who were mourned 
by people who regarded themselves as 
New Zealanders and Australians.

The names on public memorials 
existing in virtually all our towns 
and cities are important and regular 
reminders of the losses our nations felt 
in those darker days.

The Anzacs indeed command and 
deserve the respect and remembrance 
of present and future generations of 
all New Zealanders and Australians, 
regardless of race, colour or creed.

On every April 25, New Zealanders 
and Australians, at home and abroad, 

have gathered to commemorate not just 
those Anzacs who died on that day, but 
all current and former men and women 
of our Defence Force.

We remember on this day those who 
fell in both World Wars, in conflicts in 
Korea, Malaya, Borneo and Vietnam, 
and more recently in other foreign 
countries.

Duty, patriotism, individual sacrifice, 
and the affirmation of the New 
Zealander and Australian relationship, 
are the enduring legacies of Gallipoli 
and all subsequent conflicts involving 
our two nations.

The men and women who forged the 
Anzac spirit made sure that those who 
led them earned their respect. 

They all understood the vales of 
independence, freedom and fairness 
and — above all — possessed a 
willingness to defend these things if 
need be. 

Because freedom only survives as long 
as people are willing to defend it.

That is the spirit Anzac handed down 
to us. 

If we lose that Anzac spirit, we lose all.
So here we stand today, along with 

thousands of others, throughout 
Australia, to honour great men and 
women and a great tradition. 

We gather, as we shall always gather, 
not to glorify war, but to remind 
ourselves that we value who we are and 
the freedoms we possess. 

And to acknowledge the courage and 
sacrifice of those who contributed so 
much in shaping the identity of this 
proud nation, and those who continue 
to serve.

As each year I always mention and 
remember my father he was sent to New 
Guinea at the age of 41. 

Thankfully he returned to mum and 
I at age 44.

JOHN BYRNE

Anzac Day address
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At Lavrin & Lawrence Orthodontics, our husband and wife Specialist Orthodontists look forward to providing 
your family with personalised orthodontic care.

Children, teens and adults welcome
Traditional braces, Invisalign and Invisalign for Teens

9846 3811   
Templestowe & Melbourne     
www.lavrinortho.com.au

No referral necessary

All types of  
glass, glazing,  
mirrors, shower 

screens

WARRANDYTE  
GLASS 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

Committed to caring 
for all family pets

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

IAN FURMSTON
0412 688 265

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
 • Taxation Return Preparation
 • Electronic Lodgement Service
 • Accounting & Business Consultants

ALLSUB HOEING SERVICE

 • EXCELLENT SERVICE
 • NO TRAVELLING CHARGES

two birds
and a barrow

0 4 8 8  9 9 4  6 6 9

G A R D E N I N G
specialising in natural Australian gardens

2birdsandabarrow@gmail.com

Spray Oxalis

P.O.Box 713, Ringwood, 3134   ifurmston@hotmail.com

MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC
A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning 

muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!
12–14 Blair Street, Warrandyte  9844 5495

Checkout our reviews on Facebook

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

WE’VE 

MOVED
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A PANDEMONIUM of parrots!
Screech, screech, tweet, tweet.
Social media feeds were screaming with 

a commentary beyond my understanding.
She’s done this twice before. 
It was expected.
There was the build-up, months of 

anticipation in fact.
But when it happened, I don’t think I 

was the only one surprised by the words 
that flew from the mouths and fingertips 
of women scattered across the globe.

Perhaps I shouldn’t have been surprised 
— my kind are known for being a tad 
bitchy at times.

And this trial by twitter, this new ground 
we tread not quite knowing where the 
landmines are, well, it’s a force to be 
reckoned with, especially if you are the 
Duchess of Cambridge and have just had 
a baby.

And especially if, seven hours after 
giving birth, you appeared outside the 
hospital all clean and shiny in a pretty 
dress, ready to go home.

As the official photos were released, 
the twitterverse started to fill with 
congratulatory comments and emojis of 
party hats and love hearts.

They wished her well and celebrated the 
birth of this as-yet-unnamed baby boy.

But then came the vitriol, their fury 
mobilising others and the onslaught 
began.

“I’d look like that too if I had a hairdresser 
and makeup artist by my side after giving 
birth,” said one.

“What sort of unrealistic message is 
Kate putting out to new mums?” chimed 
in another.

“Stepping out in high heels and looking 
glamorous a few hours after giving birth 
— what pressure!” said the next. 

The tone had shifted  
away from celebratory  
and I recoiled at the 

bitterness that seemed  
to rise from so  
many women.

The commentary went on and on 
and soon talk-back radio and morning 
television shows joined in the chorus.

Women started sharing photos of what 
they looked like after giving birth, with 
statements about “real women”.

But, I have to ask, is the woman who is 
married to the second in line to the throne 
somehow not a “real woman”?

Who are we to judge another woman 
so harshly? 

The energy in the criticisms could 
well have been harnessed to do good 
somewhere else.

What of our universal humanity? 
Of kindness to one another?
What of the shared joy of a healthy child?
Or seeing Kate standing there as a 

positive symbol of womanhood?
Surely, we can be thankful that a woman 

gave birth, seemingly without trauma to 
herself and her baby, and was well enough 
to go home shortly after. 

I say “Go Kate! Jolly good effort!”
But as journalist,Lisa Wilkinson said 

in her 2013 Andrew Olle Lecture, “It is 
women who can turn out to be a woman’s 
harshest critic.”

So why are women  
and girls so mean to  

one another?

And yes, I am aware this is a sweeping 
generalisation. 

There is a streak of competitiveness 
in modern women that can be our own 
undoing.

O f  c o u r s e  i t ’s  n o t  a l l  b a d  — 
competitiveness is what makes us dig 
deep and fight for what we want, but it 
does have an ugly side.

I wonder if any one of us can honestly 
say that we have never sent a silent dart of 
meanness out to someone, perhaps even 
for something as trivial as  a clothing or 
appearance faux pas.

“Hmm, I don’t know if that style of dress 
really suits Jess.”

“I can’t believe that Annabel got that job 
— Evelyn was so much better suited to it.”

“I never could understand how those two 
got together — he/she is so much more 

intelligent/fun/outgoing/interesting than 
her/him.”

But aren’t we doing ourselves a 
disservice by playing that game?

Aren’t we guilty of being just like the 
twitterati with their nasty put downs and 
demeaning commentary.

Mean girls.
We talk about “them”, make movies 

about “them” but at the slightest hint of a 
threat, we rush to join their ranks.

But this everywoman is not a threat 
to us. 

Perhaps she is younger, perhaps she is 
more beautiful, smarter or wealthier. 

Whatever she is, her presence seems to 
challenge the very real issue of how we 
feel about ourselves.

We fill our vision boards with catch 
phrases to inspire us to look deeper, yet 
the insecurities around our own self-
worth can be triggered in the flash of a 
beautiful smile.

As for Kate, because she is “Kate” before 
she is “Catherine”, Duchess, wife, mother, 
daughter or sister, she probably has bad 
days.

Days when she just wants to be at home 
with her family and not on show for all the 
world to comment on.

Just regular Kate, doing her thing as 
best she can.

Quite possibly there will always be the 
battle between women, no matter how 
far we come on gender equality and 
other key issues, but before we send out 
those poison darts to others of our kind, 
perhaps we need to take a moment, for 
how nice would this world be if we were 
kinder to one another.

The unkindness of ravens
By JO FRENCH

corner of my eye



Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely in style & comfort. 
Airport  transfer, parties, weddings. 
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6 
passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801.

PORT DOUGLAS By The Beach 
100m 2 Self Contained Units Pool 
spa 2 bed unit & 1 bed with spa 
BBQ area car space. kvanscoy@
tpg.com.au Call 0409 359 240.

DIARY MINI ADS

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490  
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L  W O R K  G U A R A N T E E D

Licensed Roof Plumbers

Andrew John
Managing Director

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au

w: fourwallspainting.com.au

Industrial, Commercial, Domestic

DAMIEN NOTT 
0438 537 773

Call Damien for a quote on 0438 537 773, 9844 2287

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS
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Event: Riverflow Recycling
Where: Warrandyte Uniting Church, Taroona Avenue
When: Saturday May 19
Time: 10am–12pm
Info:  0407 839 718 or www.riverflow.com.au
  Bring along unwanted bicycles, computers & 

accessories, kitchen utensils, batteries, ink cartridges, 
light globes, spectacles, stamps,  bras and a whole lot 
more. Held in conjunction with WarrandyteCAN.

Event: Friends of Warrandyte State Park Nursery 
Where: Pound Bend Rd, Warrandyte State Park
When: First Saturday of each month until November
Time:  9am – 2pm
Contact:  1300 764 422

Event: Christian Unity
Where:  Warrandyte Anglican Church
When: Sunday May 20
Time: 7:30pm
Info:  The combined churches of Warrandyte/Park Orchards 

will hold a Week of Prayer for Christian Unity service  
at the Stiggants Street church.

Event: Music Together
Where: Warrandyte Uniting Church Hall
When: Wednesdays
Time: 9:30–11am
Cost: First session free
Info:  Robyn Bonthorne 0438 804 381 or Joan McDonnell 

9844 4730
  Music together is an exciting, educational music 

programme for children aged 0–4yrs, together with 
their parent or guardian. 

  Our excellent music therapist provides a fun time 
using a variety of musical experiences, including 
instruments, parachute, scarves etc. 

  We provide morning tea and chat for children and carer 
after the session. 

  A social affair. Come along and make new friends or 
meet old ones.

Event:  Qigong
Where:  Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 
When: Starts Wednesday May 23
Time:  11am–12pm
Cost:  $52
Info:    www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au or 

 admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Event: Yarra Valley VIEW Club Lunch
Where: Chirnside Park Country Club
When: Tuesday May 29 
Time:  12pm
Info: 0438 625 556
  Guests speaker, Vivien Achia, author of Marrying 

Italian

Event:  Mindfulness
Where:  Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When:  Starts Wednesday June 20
Time:   11am–12:30pm
Cost:  $36
Info:  www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au or 

admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Event:   Reconciliation Week:  
Fish Farm Walkabout at Finns Reserve

Where:  Meet at Suspension Bridge car par, Riverwood Lane, 
Templestowe 

When: Saturday June 2 2018, 
Time: 10am-11:30am
Cost: Free
Info: jimpoulter@bigpond.com  
  Take a fascinating tour of one of Manningham’s little 

known Aboriginal aquaculture areas on the Yarra, 
with local historian Jim Poulter and local Wurundjeri 
man Dale Wandin. Wear sensible footwear.

Event:  Reconciliation Week Talk 
Where:    Room 14, Pines U3A 
 2/520 Blackburn Rd Doncaster East.
When:  Wednesday May 30
Time:   7:30pm to 9:30pm
Cost:  Free  
Info: jimpoulter@bigpond.com 
  Local author and historian Jim Poulter will 

host a talk and power-point presentation on his 
groundbreaking discovery about Batman’s 1835 
meeting with the Wurundjeri.

Event:  Koonung Bushwalking Club
Where:  The Pines Learning and Activity Centre
When:  3rd Wednesday of every month (except December)
Time:  8pm
Contact:  www.koonungbushwalkingclub.org.au
Info:   Walking group that hold regular walks around Victoria. 

Group meets once a month to discuss coming walks 
and welcome new members.

buzz about town

St Andrews Market
Every Saturday 
9am – 2pm
Corner St Andrews Road and 
Heidelberg – Kinglake Road,  
St Andrews

Eltham Farmers Market
Every Sunday
9am – 1pm
Eltham Town Mall, 
10-18 Arthur Street,  
Eltham 

Park Orchards Farmers 
Market
Saturday May 19 
9am – 1pm
Bowmore Avenue,  
Park Orchards

Eltham Community Craft  
and Produce Market
Sunday May 20 
8:30am – 1pm
Alistair Knox Park
Panther Place, Eltham

Wonga Park Farmers Market
Saturday May 26 
9am – 1pm
41 Dudley Road,  
Wonga Park

Warrandyte Riverside Market
Saturday June 2 
8am – 1pm
Stiggants Reserve,  
Warrandyte

Yarra Glen Racecourse 
Market 
Sunday June 3  
9am–2pm 
Yarra Glen Racecourse, 
Armstrong Grove, Yarra Glen

Yarra Valley Regional  
Farmers Market 
Sunday May 20 
9am – 2pm 
Yering Station 
38 Melba Highway, Yarra Glen 

Local markets

THE LATEST episode of the Diary’s 
podcast, Warrandyte Insyte will be out 
in the coming days on the Warrandyte 
Diary website.

This month we sit down with local 
business leaders, Julie Quinton from 
Quinton’s IGA, Chris Sharpe of Rivva PT 
and Marymae Trench of the Stonehouse 
Gallery to discuss how living locally can 
help sustain our community.

Living locally is not only about where 
you live, but how you live.

Getting out of our cars and using active 
transport is good for us physically and 
environmentally, but it also helps the 
community. 

By staying locally, we can shop locally, 

which supports local business, who in turn 
help the whole community; from giving 
your kids a job to supporting the CFA, the 
sports clubs and local schools.

You can find almost everything you 
need right on your doorstep, from bread 
and milk to gifts, clothes, banking, 
medical, and of course all your dining 
and entertainment needs.

But, warns Julie Quinton, if we don’t get 
out to support these businesses they just 
may have no choice but to close down and 
we will lose our wonderful community.

“Use it or lose it”.
Look for the podcast tab at the top of 

the page on the Diary website or find us 
on Soundcloud.

Talking about living locally



Proudly supporting the community since 2002

       sciatica 

      sports injuries 

     frozen shoulder 

    back & neck pain

  headache & migraines

 jaw pain treatment (TMJ)

Shop 2, 90-92 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte (next to Ruby Tuesdays)

Ph 9844 2465
www.osteopathymelbourne.org

Committed local osteopaths, Dr Richard 

Pearce and Dr Sharni Leon established 

practice in Warrandyte in 2002 with a 

vision to provide patients the highest 

quality of Osteopathic care; treating 

“injuries” as well as maintaining the 

“health and wellness” of the body.

We spend longer with you to 
accurately assess, diagnose and treat 
your condition, resulting in fast and 
effective results.

See our website  

for current specials!

New doctors  
now taking new patients

 
Dr Andrew Perrignon

Dr Esther Ko 
Dr Paul Proimos

Dr Irina Fast
Dr Ashraf Zakhary

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients
OPEN 

Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm
Saturday – 9am to 12pm

Warrandyte  
Consulting Rooms

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943
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EVERYBODY is familiar with the term “terra 
nullius”.

Australia was purportedly owned by no-one and 
the British used the term to justify colonisation.

Nowadays, almost everyone rejects the validity 
of this notion, but very few of us really understand 
its full implications.

We remain essentially unaware of how terra 
nullius still insidiously and unconsciously 
influences our thinking.

Aboriginal people hate the term terra nullius 
with a passion, and rightly so, because it strongly 
implies that Aboriginal people had a vacuous 
culture and achieved nothing.

After all, they were just a primitive bunch of 
people wandering around bumping into trees.

They did not use the land, had not even 
invented the wheel, and their only technological 

achievement was a bent stick that came back 
when you threw it.

Aboriginal people did of course cultivate 
the land, but not in the intensive, exploitative 
and unsustainable way that most other world 
cultures did.

All Aboriginal knowledge was integrated 
through the totem system to ultimately serve 
ecological purposes. 

So whether it was knowledge related to science, 
art or religion, it was all focussed on ecological 
outcomes.

Even the nursery rhymes sung to little children 
had an ecological message.

Think of all the descriptors usually applied to 
traditional Aboriginal society.

Words like simple, primitive, pagan, uncivilized, 
nomadic, stone-age, hunter-gatherers.

These are all pejorative terms that put western 
civilisation at the highest level and Aboriginal 
society at the lowest level.

Never mind that western society has over 
the last 3000 years had a history of internecine 
war, conquest, rolling plagues, overpopulation, 
social inequality, gross disparities of wealth and 
poverty, plus religious and political persecution.

Aboriginal society had none of this, but 
ironically the sustained warfare of European and 
Asian history created the spur for technological 
achievement.

This technological advancement is then taken 
as a sign of a “higher” civilization.

Darwin put forward the idea of natural selection 
and this was immediately seen as a justification 
for western conquest and colonisation of others.

It was simply “survival of the fittest” in action. 
Many world cultures are so inured by their 

histories of warfare, that it is regarded as part of 
human nature.

Many people therefore flatly refuse to believe 
there were never any wars of conquest or 
invasion in Aboriginal Australia.

The proof that there were no wars of conquest 
is simple.

Show me one myth, story, legend, dance or 
song from anywhere in Australia that depicts 
either the victories of a warrior king, the 
subjugation and enslavement of others, or an 
uprising against a despotic ruler.

It just never happened.  
The real problem is that spurious notions like 

this have seeped into our consciousness and we 
do not know how to challenge these received 
wisdoms.

This is the foundation of institutional racism, 
the process by which prejudicial ideas are 
ingrained into present day social perceptions.

However, this should not be interpreted as 
meaning that Australians are racist.

Australians are overwhelmingly fair minded 
people who meet and greet people as equals.

This is the cornerstone of our national culture.
But what we fail to understand is how the 

prejudices of our forefathers continue to 
unwittingly shape our thinking.

The idea of terra nullius is in fact behind our 
inability to recognise a road or highway we are 
travelling on as an ancient songline.

It is behind our inability to recognise a river 
rapids area, like at Warrandyte township, as an 
original site for fish traps or a mussel farm.

It is also the reason why many historians 
make blatant errors when they try to interpret 
Aboriginal behaviours.

Their assumptions are often unconsciously 
based on ideas of European superiority.

Before giving a classic example of this fallacious 
thinking I will cite two facts.

First, Aboriginal people had ingrained cultural 
habits of listening and sound replication that 
made them gifted linguists.

All Aboriginal children were brought up 
multilingual.

Second, Aboriginal people travelled extensively 
and safely through other tribal areas as long 
as they stuck to the designated songline and 
observed proper protocol.

However, when Aboriginal people tried to 
communicate these protocols to early colonists, 
it was wrongly assumed that Aboriginal people 
were frightened to leave their own country.

In 2008, AFL historian Gillian Hibbins, 
dismissed the possibility of any connection 
between Marngrook and Australian Football with 
the comment, “Aborigines....lived within quite 
clearly defined tribal areas, speaking a language 
different from those of other tribal areas. 

“Aboriginal tribal strangers were regarded with 
suspicion and did not trespass without being 
killed.”

This comment clearly painted Aboriginal 
people as a simple, primitive, xenophobic and 
violent bunch.

Its roots were clearly embedded in the notion 
of terra nullius.

The comment is a glowing example of 
institutional racism by a historian who claims 
for herself the highest standards of academic 
scholarship.

Unfortunately, it is just one of many examples 
of the lingering infection of terra nullius.

The lingering infection of terra nullius
By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories



LEGACY 
DUNMOOCHIN ART COLLECTIVE 

Thursday 31 May – Monday 2 July 
Eltham Library Community Gallery

Now’s your chance to have a rare glimpse 
into the practices of Dunmoochin Foundation 
artists in residence. Immerse yourself in 
the inspiration of three-time Archibald Prize 
winner Clifton Pugh, and his legacy of the 
Dunmoochin Foundation.

  dunmoochin.org

Poetry @ Chrissy Hills  
Feature poet Michael Reynolds
Thursday 28 June 
7.30pm 
Christmas Hills Mechanics Institute Hall
Ridge Road, Christmas Hills

A night of poetry and ideas,  
every 4th Thursday, bi-monthly
Cost $5
Contact Sandy Jeffs on 0418 523 644  
to find out more.

Exhibition opening Thursday 31 May
6.30pm-8.30pm
Barn Gallery, Montsalvat

The 2018 Nillumbik Prize will be 
announced by this year’s judge Mark 
Feary, Artistic Director, Gertrude 
Contemporary, at the launch of the 
exhibition of shortlisted works. 

The Prize, funded by Nillumbik Shire 
Council in association with Montsalvat, 
awards a $5,000 first prize and two 
$500 highly commended prizes for 
contemporary works of excellence 
with a Nillumbik connection. 

The exhibition continues until Sunday 
22 July 2018.

  montsalvat.com.au

BUSINESS PLANNING 
ESSENTIALS 
Wednesday 30 May 
6pm-8pm
Cost $20
Civic Centre
Civic Drive, Greensborough

This practical two-hour workshop will 
show you how to simplify your long-term 
goals into a solid business plan.
Learn how to: 

• explore new opportunities 
• identify risks and limits to growth 
• solve problems 
• create a business framework 
• build a one-page business plan 
• access tools, templates, support  

and resources

  nillumbik.vic.gov.au and search 
‘business planning.’

Open Cellars of  
The Artisan Hills 
Saturday 16 and Sunday 17 June 
11am-5pm

You’re invited to join the Winter Open Cellars 
Weekend and visit friendly family-owned 
wineries in The Artisan Hills. What better way 
to welcome the cooler weather than with new 
and exciting wine and warming winter fare.

  opencellars.com.au 

Be Connected and 
thrive in a digital world
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday mornings
Living & Learning Panton Hill
18 Bishops Road

Are you aged over 50 and need help using 
the Internet? The Be Connected Australia 
wide initiative will help you develop skills 
and build on what you already know.

  livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au 
  9433 3744

nillumbik.vic.gov.au@nillumbikshirefacebook.com/nillumbikcouncil
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By SANDI MILLER
ART STUDIOS across Nillumbik 
opened their doors again on the first 
weekend in May for Nillumbik Artists 
Open Studios.

Although it was unfortunate timing 
for local art lovers due to the closure 
of the Warrandyte Bridge over that 
weekend, the studios still drew visitors 
from across Melbourne and the state.

Artists across Nillumbik open their 
doors for the Open Studios weekend 
and three of these artists have studios 
in the Bend of Isles.

Syd Tunn and Ona Henderson, who 
work out of Creek House Studios off 
Henley Road, were founding members 
of Nillumbik Open Studios 30 years 
ago.

Syd and Ona have been an important 
part of the Warrandyte art scene, and 
their cheeky koala, Corey, has made 
regular appearances in the Diary over 
the past two decades.

Their watercolour and etchings give 
a touch of whimsy to the environment 
reflected in their work.

Syd and Ona could be called a 
modern John and Sunday Reed, as they 
carry on the legacy established by the 
Reeds at Heide; Ona having modelled 
for Albert Tucker and mixing with the 
artists of the bohemian community.

The pair have had an intimate and 
intense relationship for the last 50 
years, living, loving and working 
alongside each other through good 
times and bad.

Walk through the door and you find 
yourself swept away by the quirky and 
charismatic couple, feeling instantly 
part of the family.

Down the road, sculptor, Tim Read 
invites visitors to wander around his 
property, Mingalaba, to discover his 
metal creations dotted along his art 
trail.

Made with recycled materials, Tim 
draws his inspiration from nature, 
spirituality and the found materials 
he works with.

Often teaming with other artists who 
provide glass or painted detail to their 
collaborative pieces, Tim can turn the 

most mundane materials into objects 
of delight.

Even on repeat visits, Mingalaba 
provides a surprise around every 
corner.

With her first Open Studio, Jess Jarvie 
explores the beauty in the detail of 
nature.

Her exquisite botanical renderings 
bring the humblest of objects to the 
fore.

Her work has been selected as 
a finalist in this year’s Nillumbik 
Art Prize, which, for someone who 
has only recently taken seriously 
to working as an artist, is quite an 
achievement.

If you missed the Open Studios due 
to the bridge closure, all of the studios 
welcome visitors by appointment.

Discovering the art in our own

Syd and Ona in their Creek House Studios Jess Jarvie

Jess Jarvie, Bend of Isles studio

Tim Read, Tread Sculptures

Tim Read, Tread Sculptures

backyard

For information on our local 
artists and the twenty other 
studios that form part of 
the Nillumbik Artist Open 
Studios visit:  
artistsopenstudios.com.au
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WARRANDYTE FILMMAKER Rosalie Ridler 
was on a high last month after her short film 
won Best Dark Comedy April 2018 at leading 
online film festival, Top Shorts.

Making its debut at the 2018 Warrandyte 
Film Feast, Children of Ignorance has gone 
on to attract serious tribute further afield. 

(Snagging an award in a competition 
ranked 8th Best Reviewed out of more than 
4000 of the world’s best film festivals is no 
small feat.)

Alongside the Top Shorts win, the film 
claimed Judges’ Choice at The Hume 
Diversity Short Film Festival; was a semi-
finalist in the LA Independent Film Festival 
Awards; won a Merit at Global Shorts 2018 
and took out Best Dramedy at both the 
Mindfield Film Festival and LA Shorts 
Awards.

Children of Ignorance handles themes of 
racial profiling and social prejudice with 
sharp-witted observation. 

Written, directed and produced by Ms 
Ridler, it fronts a talented cast that creates 

an all too familiar vibe at a work party where 
ugly, drunken gossip is thick on the ground. 

“Top Shorts is judged by award winning 
actors, sound designers/technicians and 
this year, a six-time Emmy nominated 
director, so everyone involved with 
the production was honoured by this 
recognition,” Rosalie Ridler told the Diary.

After studying screenwriting at Victorian 
College of the Arts some years ago (and 
gaining experience as part of the production 
team of a Bollywood movie) Ms Ridler 
started film company Striking Productions 
and has produced her own projects since 
2013.

The collaborative filmmaker said she had 
“a passion to bring to the screen human 
stories that resonate, with an emphasis on 
inclusivity” and loves that she can support 
home-grown talent along the way.

“If this success helps Striking Productions 
attract future funding, we would aim to 
create larger scale Warrandyte-based 
productions to distribute worldwide.”

By SANDI MILLER
PHIL TURCIO is a Grammy nominated 
musician who has worked as a pianist, 
composer and producer.

Phil and his wife, Kylieann have 
now made Warrandyte their home, 
converting their garage into a world 
class recording studio, which they 
have dubbed “Foundation80”.

“We searched everywhere for the 
right place and for many years, we 
are so blessed to now be a part of this 
wonderful town and community,” said 
Kylieann.

Phil and Kylieann are opening 
up their studio with development 
packages, so Warrandyte now has a 
world class recording studio with a 
producer to match, in a beautiful mud 
brick setting, nestled in the beautiful 
Warrandyte hills.

Phil has a wealth of experience 
behind him; his list of credits includes 
some of the best of Australian and 
International performers: Hugh 
Jackman, Olivia Newton John, K.D. 
Lang, Westlife, John Farnham, Guy 
Sebastian, Jimmy Barnes, Vanessa 
Amorosi, Jessica Mauboy, Peter Criss 
(KISS) and numerous others.

He has worked on many Australian 
television shows including Hey Hey it’s 
Saturday, Australia’s Got Talent, Carols 
by Candlelight, and In Melbourne 
Tonight, to name a few.

Phil and his band “Hemispheres” 
were nominated for a Grammy in 
2008, for “Best New Contemporary 
Jazz Group”.

“I started life as a pianist, from a 
very young age I was getting calls to 
do various amounts of very different 
styles of band work, and I also got 
into producing, but it was different, 

because the technology was different, 
we started from the basics and it was 
really a means to compose for myself,” 
Phil told the Diary. 

“People would hear it and say ‘wow, 
can you do that for me’ and I started to 
learn the craft. 

“Then I went through a period of 
writing pop songs and submitting 
songs and that is a path you can take 
and dedicate yourself to and say ‘OK 
I am going to be a song writer’; but in 
Australia it is difficult… for years I was 
submitting to record companies and 
got massive rejection, you have got to 
be very thick skinned.”

Touring with John Farnham, Olivia 
Newton John and Anthony Warlow on 
their Main Event tour in the late 90s, 
Phil heard that John was looking for 
a song to sing at the Sydney Olympic 
Games. 

“I said to my wife, start thinking 
about lyrics for an opening Olympic 
Games song, I reckon we could pull it 
off — so we wrote this song and it was 
Olympic material, and they loved it.”

After several months of tweaking, a 
week before the Opening Ceremony 
Phil got the call.

“We are using it for the closing song 
and a 12-year-old girl is going to sing 
it” the ceremony organisers informed 
him.  

The song, We’ll be One, was penned 
by Phil and his wife Kylieann and was 
performed by Nikki Webster at the 
Closing Ceremony as the Olympic 
flame was extinguished.

“It was an incredible experience 
to be part of it and to be at the 
actual ceremony and have our song 
performed,” he said.

That experience led to other work.

“It is like anything in any form of 
art, one thing leads to another — 
hopefully,” said Phil. 

Guy Sebastian was brought to me 
and we started collaborating together, 
this was mid 2000s and we have done 
various work together over the last 10 
years — I worked closely with him, 
and on his third album we had a hit, it 
was called Close to the Sun — it was a 
big gospel ballad called Taller Stronger 
— and then ever since I have been 
developing young artists,” said Phil.

A t  F o u n d a t i o n 8 0 ,  P h i l  h a s 
established what he calls a song 
writing production house. 

“I do an artist development program 
where they can come to me and we 
write and spend two to three hours 
writing, I send them home and they 
do what is required, which is basically 
writing lyrics — because I do believe 
that as singers are singing the song 
they should write it — then they come 
back, we record it and move onto the 
next song. 

“We do a song a week and at the end 
of the three months I say chose five of 
the strongest of the 12 songs and we 
record it and they have an EP.  

Kylieann told the Diar y ,  “we 
are excited about the new studio 
Foundation80, we believe this will 
be a great asset to Warrandyte’s artist 
community”. 

Their facility includes a piano 
studio and a space for vocals and live 
instruments, where they look forward 
to welcoming established and aspiring 
artists into a space where they can 
record, compose, and produce their 
music in the beautiful Warrandyte 
surrounds.
Find Phil at: foundation80.com

Local short film stands tall

New studio sounds like paradise

By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
WITH ANZAC Day looming 
once again — and this year 
being 100 years to the day since 
Villers Bretonneux was taken 
by the Allies — members of the 
Warrandyte community attended 
the screening of Break of Day, 
presented by Cliff Green.

Cliff’s vision for this story led 
to the screenwriting for the film, 
followed by his book.

Cliff also co-produced the film.
The casualties of war surface 

i n  v a r i o u s  w a y s  a n d  t h e 
main character, Tom, played 
by Australian actor Andrew 
McFarlane gave us a glimpse of 
another way some men dealt 
with war.

In his absolute fear and terror, 
soldiers being shot all around 
him as he landed at Gallipoli, 
he self-harmed in order to be 
stretchered away.

An act thought to be cowardly, 
and certainly no help to his fellow 
soldiers, but understandable just 
the same.

On his return home, as with 
other soldiers lucky enough to do 
so, he is expected to get on with 
life as usual.

However, he is living with a 
different guilt, not just of being a 
survivor, but a deceitful one.

When Tom enters the pub, 
hearing soldiers re-live their war 
experiences, he quietly leaves 
the room.

One tale of war, reminding me 
of that expression “all is fair in 
love and war”, was the retelling of 
the story of brothels being burnt 
and seven women dying, all to 
save the honour of the Australian 
soldiers.

Judy Green confirmed the truth 
of this, having read it in the diary 
of her father, Leslie Painter.

Nothing at all fair about that.
Break of Day was filmed on a 

budget of around one million 
dollars in the sleepy nook of 
Maldon, Victoria. 

As the main character had 
inherited his father’s printing 
business after the war, it was 
sheer good luck that a printing 
office just closed down in Maldon 
and became the perfect prop that 

was needed, with everything left 
in place.

The beautiful paintings seen 
in the film were painted by Dale 
Marsh, an artist who spent many 
years in Warrandyte.

A nice little touch for the locals.
Break of Day conveys — very 

well — a sense of the time and the 
terrible after effects of war.

The Warrandyte Film Society’s 
2018/19 film lineup will be 
released in the coming weeks, so 
keep an eye out.

Break of Day – a war story
review

By CHERIE MOSELEN
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Falling from a gum tree
SOMETIMES something wonderful drops in 
when you are least expecting it.

“Look…, oh, what…?” I cut through the 
conversation in excitement.

A bright green object on the deck railing 
is alive.

Cautiously I shush my companions and 
approach quietly but needn’t have been so 
careful as it is not inclined to fly-away.

It’s like a large gumleaf with the tip chewed 
off, but closer I can see the eyes and legs of a 
rather large katydid. 

I examine then transfer it to eucalyptus 
branches for photos. 

A fat abdomen tipped with a short hooked 
ovipositor (organ for depositing eggs) shows 
‘it’ is ‘she’.

A missing foot, shortened antennae and the 
tip of her wings bitten off reflect a hard life. 

Amazingly these damaged wings looked 
exactly like a typical beat-up gumleaf. 

Although her wings and most of her body 
are eucalyptus green, her face is a fetching 
pale blue.

Viewed from the back her legs match some 
of the yellow brown twigs. 

From the front a lipstick red ‘V’ marks her 
mouthparts. 

Feeling very pleased with my visitor, I 
put her in a cage and place her photo onto 
BowerBird. 

Which species of Katydid is this?
The answer comes swiftly: Torbia perficita, 

no common name beyond the overarching 
gumleaf katydid.

And also “A bit tattered but she may still 
lay eggs”.

Okay, I suppose she is tattered but still 
beautiful to me.

Then I prepare for the long wait to see 
whether or not she will lay eggs. 

Some species lay eggs on the edge of a leaf 
or along a twig. 

A surprise comes on the second morning.
She has laid eggs overnight, not on 

eucalyptus but on the mesh at the top of 
the cage. 

They look like dark brown seeds stacked 
together.

As I write, three different clusters are on 
the mesh. 

She seems to spend more time close to 
these clusters than she does feeding on 
gum leaves. 

They may hatch in two to four weeks or 
possibly not until early summer. 

Will I be lucky enough to see this happen?

Under a log
When the weather turns cool, few insects 

are on the wing and it can be interesting to 
turn over an aging log to see what is living 
beneath it. 

It is important to carefully replace anything 
moved to restore habitat. 

Doing this recently along Everard track, at 
the edge of Kinglake National Park, I found 
rapidly retreating black beetles. 

A common name for these is darkling 
beetles as they tend to spend their lives in 
dark places. 

One beetle gave me quite a surprise while 
held in my hand. 

A long yellow structure protruded from its 
abdomen. 

Was it injured?
Actually this is a defence mechanism as 

the gland exudes a yellow smelly liquid that 
may stain one’s hand and may protect it from 
being eaten.  

The beetle can later retract the gland back 
into its abdomen.

In the vine 
A ringtail has built her dray in the vines that 

creep over the fence.
It is well hidden near our compost bin.
With this location it is very tempting to peek 

each day when throwing out kitchen scraps. 
She has become used to me. 
Once I saw the small face of a young 

possum as well.
Not so endearingly, she’s been stripping 

the limbs of our young Red Stringybark trees.
The upper branches are nearly bare with 

only the pendulous branches having foliage.
To prevent the possum feeding I would 

need to remove a nearby Melaleuca through 
which she gains access.

Instead I hope the pendulous limbs will 
keep the stringybark trees alive but as 
insurance, I have planted three new saplings 
beyond reach of the melaleuca.  

Common ringtails are the only species of 
possums where the father assists and may 
carry the young on their backs while the 
mother is feeding.

In May
With significant rainfall, orchids should 

become more evident. 
Already a few parson’s bands and tiny 

greenhoods can be seen in addition to the 
leaves of several species of greenhood. 

Without much rain, those that appear will 
be very short lived.

May is traditionally a good month for 
photographing fungi but these also depend 
upon the rainfall.

In any case we will see plenty of bird life and 
keep a watch on soaring wedge-tail eagles as 
it will be nest building time for them.  

Nature is where you find it 
Words & photos LINDA ROGAN

nature

By LARA MCKINLEY
THE YARRA WARRA bush kinder kids 
were as happy as pigs in mud after 
recent Warrandyte rainfalls. 

Favourite play spots including 
“muddy rope hill” and “mud pie 
kitchen” were in full swing as the 
kinder kids — dressed in rain jackets, 
gumboots and protective pants — got 
outside and embraced the season.

Now in its sixth year, Yarra Warra’s 
dedicated bush kinder program has 
been well and truly embraced by local 
families. 

“It’s a magical place. 
“My kids love it here,” says kinder 

mum of two, Michelle Chan. 
“It’s a safe place for the children 

to learn and develop, but it feels like 
being part of the bush.”

“My sons love bush kinder,” says 
Gabbi Fevrin, a mum of two very 
active boys. 

“It gives them that connection with 
the outdoors and nature.”

O v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  r i v e r  a n d 
adjacent to Yarra Warra kinder in 
North Warrandyte, the space was 
rehabilitated with the help of a 
community of parents.

The program draws its inspiration 
from “forest schools” in Scotland and 
Scandinavia, where students spend 
much of their day outside.

“It’s a very open-ended program that 
is led by the children,” explains kinder 
director Connie Solty.

 “It provides a place for our children 
to play in an area that’s open, and not 
set by an adult.” 

Connie says an important part of the 
program is for children to learn to take 
risks and think about consequences of 
their play, in a safe environment, “it 
sets them up for the future.” 

Unless the weather is really bad 
— when the community hall is used 
for inside activities — the students 
spend their time outside in a play-
based program, which during winter 
includes supervised fires and bush 
cooking.

Tree climbing, hoop throwing, 
sand castle building and the outdoor 
classroom run year round.

“The research shows children need 
these sort of environments because 
our world is changing, our cities are 
becoming busier and children don’t 
have that ability to play on their own as 
they used to,” Connie explains. 

Mud season opens

Photos: LARA MCKINLEY

Adult katydid

Katydid eggs

Darkling beetle



PERSONALISED LEARNING . STUNNING FACILITIES . SIMPLIFIED FEES

Billanook’s exceptional teachers provide a holistic education to equip 
every child with the skills for success in a changing world. Our focus on 
personalised learning, stunning and well-resourced learning environment 
and new, simplified fee structure are all part of a Billanook education.

Come and see what makes a Billanook education unique. 

It’s a great time to Belong at Billanook.

BELONG AT BILLANOOK

03 9724 1179

billanook.vic.edu.au

MOOROOLBARK
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By BARRY CAROZZI  
& MIKAELA FALLS 
Warrandyte High Literacy Leaders
EVERY YEAR Warrandyte High School 
publishes Scribblit, a collection of pieces 
of art work, paintings, photographs, poems, 
stories, reminiscences, articles and extracts 
from novels.

It is a celebration of the creativity of the 
students and teachers at Warrandyte High 
School and gives voice to what writers, 
songwriters, poets, painters, visual artists, 
sculptors, musicians and photographers 
think, feel and experience.

It expresses the pains, the joys, the highs 

and the lows of kids and adults in a school 
community. 

Scribblit acknowledges the hard work of 
the school’s writers and artists the teachers 
and parents and students who undertake 
the tough task of transposing what is 
happening in their minds, their guts and 
their hearts into words — and sometimes 
images — on the page. 

We appreciate all those who attend our 
Scribblit sessions throughout the year and 
to those who participate in our annual 
Writers and Music Camp. 

Extracts from this year’s Scribblit have 
been reproduced here.

Art and creative writing at WHS
Dear Future Self

Dear my future self
How old are you now?
Do you have a good job?
Do you have a boyfriend?
A husband?
Any kids?
How’s mum and dad doing?
Ella?
Macy?
Eamon?
Our family dog
Faithy girl
Do you still keep in touch?
With high school friends
I wonder if I’ll have a big house
Live back in my childhood neighbourhood
Maybe I went to university
Or travelled the world
Do you have your own car?
Are you proud of who you’ve become?

Mia McDonald

Soldier
Broken weapons litter the ground
Panicked voices fly through the air
 We can handle the hostility of the dusty trench for  
 just so long
The concept of peace neglected 
The thought of agreeing killed
Just as many innocent men
Today, tomorrow, the day after that
If there is one death that I most longingly await
It is the death of the need to fight
The need to kill
 Familiar faces become cold and still as the choking  
 air forces out 
The last, heavy breath
With that breath, goes hope
Bits of burnt metal and blood stains cover my skin
As if they have claim over the essence of me
But they don’t
I don’t want to fight
But when I say this, I say it knowing fact;
It is not an option
Not a choice
But a necessity
To a point
That what the belief of others
Influence what I lost my life for

Alexis Bucchiacchio

Brigette Nassour Claire Bice Chelsea Humhris



WARRANDYTE
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Forbes  S t r ee t  War randy te  

Open Day: 
Wednesday 23rd May  9am 

- 3:30pm

Tours:  9:15am - 12pm

Open Evening:
‘Celebrate the Arts’ dance, drama, music and visual arts.  
Wednesday 23rd May 6:30 - 7:45pm

For school tours contact Craig Crouch Principal  9844 3537
warrandyte.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au    

www.warrandyteps.vic.gov.au

2019 
Prep Info 

Night: 
Tuesday 15th May  7-8 pm

Open Day
Wednesday 23rd May  9am - 3:30pm

Tours: 9:15am - 12pm

Open Evening:
‘Celebrate the Arts’ - dance, drama, music and visual arts.  

Wednesday 23rd May 6:30 - 7:45pm
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WARRANDYTE Primary School’s 
fabulous new running track was put 
to good use recently for the Junior 
School Fun Run.  

Installe d last  year,  with the 
generous support of the Warrandyte 
Community Bank, the artificial turf 
oval and running track has become 
a popular and very well utilised 
feature of the school.  

While the senior students (from 
Grades 3 to 6) were off doing their 
annual Cross Country event along 
the river pathway, the school’s junior 
students were excited to participate 
in their Fun Run around the new 
running track.  

All students go into training during 
their weekly PE classes in the lead up 
to the Fun Run and Cross Country 
events.  

However, many students chose 
to undertake their own additional 
training before and after school, and 
for many weeks have been keen to 
give PE teacher, Sally Freemantle, 
daily updates on how many laps of 
the school circuit they’ve reached.  

Prep student Archie (5) took added 
inspiration from the Commonwealth 
Games, deciding that a crouched 
sprinter’s start was the way to go.  

He’s requested sprinter’s starting 
blocks at next year’s Fun Run.

I AM A GRADE 6 Environmental Leader at 
Warrandyte Primary School.

This year I wanted to create a new garden near 
the Grade 5/6 classrooms to make a special and 
interesting area for people to see and enjoy. 

Our plan is to grow herbs and vegetables to 
provide fresh ingredients for our Kids’ Kitchen, 
where cooking classes are held each Thursday. 

I started by pulling out weeds in the garden bed, 
planting herbs, then mulching and watering the 
new plants.

My friends are enjoying helping me look after 
the garden.

I’m looking forward to harvesting things from 
the garden and thinking of new projects around 
the school like this one.

By NIETA MANSER
IT WAS A perfect sunny day in March 
when this year’s Ambassador’s for the 
award winning ‘iSea iCare’ program 
set sail from the Mornington Peninsula 
to swim with the dolphins and learn 
about marine life in Victoria. 

Five students were selected to 
represent Anderson’s Creek Primary 
School as part of the schools Leadership 
Program and the girls were thrilled to 
spend the day on the Moonraker boat at 
Sorrento and meet other like-minded 
primary school environmentalists.

The day was a huge success as the 
students watched the dolphins feeding 
and saw a huge array of marine life, 
including seals sunning themselves 
on the rocks.  

Sophie was one of the five students 
selected to take part in the program.  
“I really enjoyed learning about all the 
different sea life in Victoria,” she said.

The program opens with the fun and 

excitement of the Moonraker boat 
trip but the students are expected to 
quickly get down to business a month 
later when they attend a Peer Tutoring 
Workshop to learn the necessary skills 
to develop and present information 
for all the students at their school. 
“The workshop taught me a lot about 
marine life and it has given me a lot 
more confidence to teach others about 
what we learnt,” said Arwen, another 
Ambassador of the program.

As Ambassadors they are expected 
to take what they learn on excursions 
about marine life conservation and use 
it to educate others within their school 
environment. 

During the Peer Tutoring Workshop 
the students were taught how to 
work with younger students to help 
communicate the message that  marine 
life is precious. 

The Dolphin Research Institute 
developed the ‘iSea iCare’ program 
to help educate Victorian students 

on what lives around the coast and 
develop an appreciation for how 
important it is to preserve. 

It has a proven track record in helping 
to develop young leaders and will 
provide the ACPS Ambassadors with 
real and relevant experience that enrich 
them and their school community. 

ACPS is part of over 100 other 
Victorian schools that participate in 
the program. 

The Institute says they have had more 
than 4,000 students use the program 
since it began. 

 “I feel lucky to have been chosen 
to be part of this program,” said Eliza. 

She is proud to be representing 
ACPS and says she hopes to really get 
the message of marine conservation 
across this year to the wider school 
community.

ACPS bringing marine life 
conservation to the bush

Below: Eliza, Lilly, Sophie, Adelle 
and Arwen, this year’s ACPS 
Ambassadors for iSea iCare

On your marks…
By TRACEY MAILE

Student gardener at 
Warrandyte Primary School
By LACHLAN MYERS (Age 12)
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Debi goes global
LONG-TIME contributor Debi Slinger has been on a world tour, 
and she couldn’t leave home without her trusty Diary.
From the favelas of Brazil to the cafés of France, Deb couldn’t 
resist sharing news from Warrandyte with the people she met.
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(03) 9844 2477 
book@warrandytetravel.com.au
2 Webb St, Warrandyte VIC 3113
www.warrandytetravel.com.au

Carolyn, Paul, Anna & Linda take pride in providing clients  
with well planned, value for money travel itineraries.

Give them a call to plan your perfect holiday!
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“Everybody needs a 
little time away!”

You may not have time for that six week bucket 
list trip to Europe or Africa this year.

Don’t let that stop you planning a little break 
to look forward to.  

Here’s three great ideas to help you plan a mid 
year getaway.

For a super luxe getaway there is the always 
glam, Noosa.  

Whether you’re a beach bum or a shopaholic, 
Noosa has enough sandy beaches, designer 
shops and boutique bars to make your time away 
one to remember. 

You don’t have to venture too far to find 
everything you need. 

Pound the pavement on Hastings Street and 
treat yourself to a luxe designer piece or local 
treasure, visit the Noosa Regional Gallery and 
immerse yourself in local contemporary art, hit 
the beach, take the kids go-karting on the longest 
commercial track, or  head to Laguna Lookout for 
panoramic views — just don’t forget the camera! 
Whatever your fancy, Noosa won’t disappoint for 
a last minute escape.

Ditch the hustle and bustle for something a 
little less chaotic, on a sneaky road trip to the 
Hunter Valley Wine Region. 

Located an hour west of Newcastle, and with 
more wineries than you can imagine it’s an 
obvious pick for a weekend of wining and dining.  

From the Hunter Valley Smelly Cheese Shop 
to the Audrey Wilkinson Vineyard, the artisan 
chocolates at Cocoa Nib and the famous Hunter 
Valley Gardens, there is just so much to see, do 
and EAT!  

The Hunter Valley is easily accessible with daily 
flights from Melbourne.

When it comes to casual weekenders, it’s no 
secret that West Aussies have it down pat, which 
means you need to book early.  

Try the lesser known, but charming little town 
of Albany. 

With white sandy beaches as far as the eye can 
see, great restaurants and bars, and amazing 
sightseeing opportunities, it’s a wonder you 
haven’t booked a trip sooner. 

Get up close and personal with nature on 
a hike through any one of the many National 
Parks or soak up some winter rays relaxing on 
the secluded Lowlands Bay Beach. 

Whatever you’re after, Albany is my pick for a 
few days well spent — seriously, what are you 
waiting for!

Our travel expert Carolyn is the manager 
of Warrandyte Travel and Cruise.  Email 
her at carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au 
or phone on 03 98442477

Carolyn’s 
travel tips

G

H

J

I

L

K



30 Warrandyte Diary MAY 2018

WELL, WE GRACEFULLY got through 
World Naked Gardening Day on the 
first Saturday in May… and now it is 
time to continue on with the raking, 
piling and sometimes bagging of 
autumn leaves. 

And it is repeated, week after week 
until, at last, the last leaf has fallen. 

They produce a soggy mass on the 
driveway making it and paths slippery 
and looking pretty terrible. 

Usually the blower vac does a great 
job to clean up areas around the house 
but unless you have a petrol driven 
one you are limited to the length of the 
piggy backed extension leads. 

I do love raking the garden after a 
big wind. 

The free mulch with twigs and leaves 
and branches make great damp mulch.

Often the easiest way of moving this 
from one area of the garden to another 
is putting them on a plastic tarp. 

Use the plastic “big hands” from 
hardware shops to help scoop them up, 
which makes short work of a big job. 

The tarp is easy to drag rather than 
using the wheel barrow which takes a 
limited load. 

Sometimes I pile them into the 
recycle bin to move to the garden bed 
(their end destination) but it is a back 
breaking job on the sloped block. 

It is often much easier to work near 
the ground. 

There are several other uses for 
autumn leaves. 

You can compost them. 
Autumn leaves, especially those that 

have been chopped or shredded (you 
can use a chipper/shredder, a leaf vac, 
or a lawn mower to shred the leaves) 
are dream additions to the compost 
pile. 

Leaves are a great source of “brown,” 
high-carbon material. 

Simply alternate layers of shredded 
leaves with the regular green materials 
you would usually add to your compost 
pile (such as vegetable and fruit scraps, 
weeds, grass clippings, and plants that 
you pull out in your autumn garden 
clean-up) and let it sit over the winter. 

Aerate or turn the pile when you think 
of it, and by planting time you will have 
finished compost. 

I  recently bought a “tumbler” 
compost bin which is fabulous as I do 
not actually need to “turn the pile” at 
all — just turn the handle and tumble 
the content. 

It might be an option you want to 
look into, it is rodent proof and visually 
might be nicer looking than your 
existing compost heap. 

Once you’ve shredded your leaves, 
they can be used as an organic mulch 
in flower beds, vegetable gardens, 
under trees and shrubs, or in container 
gardens. 

Simply apply a two to three-inch 
layer of shredded leaves to your beds, 
keeping the mulch from directly 
touching the stems and trunks of your 
plants. 

The mulch will help the soil retain 
moisture, stay cool, and limit weed 
seed germination.

As a bonus, the leaves will add 
nutrients to the soil as they break 
down, and the worms and soil micro-
organisms will work on them as well, 
resulting in lighter, fluffier soil over 
time.

If you are a fan of “lasagne gardening”, 
autumn leaves are a true gift to the 
gardener. 

And they come at the perfect time; you 
can build a lasagne garden now with 
your leaves and other compostables, 
let it sit over the winter, and plant in 
your new bed in the spring.

Leaf mould is a wonderful soil 
amendment that is made from nothing 
more than autumn leaves with the 
occasional layer of garden soil or 
finished compost added. 

The pile sits for about a year, and 
when it’s finished you have the perfect 
addition for vegetable and flower 
gardens, as well as fantastic for adding 
to potting soils.

You may decide to hoard away your 
dry leaves if you can get to them before 
they dampen. 

You may think that once all of the leaf 
clean-up is finished, you’ll never want 
to see another leaf again. 

But what about when spring comes 
again? 

When you’re out there weeding 
and deadheading and pruning again, 
adding all of those “greens” to the 
compost pile, sometimes “brown” 
materials can be hard to come by in 
spring and summer. 

But, if you have thought ahead and 
hoarded a garbage bag or two in your 
garage over the winter, you won’t have 
any problem making perfect compost 
in spring. 

It’s much easier to dump a bag of 
leaves on the compost pile than to 
stand there shredding newspaper in 
an attempt to dry out a soggy compost 
pile.

Don’t forget you can also mow leaves. 
This is one of the easiest solutions, 

as it involves no raking and no back-
breaking work whatsoever.

There really is no scientific reason to 
rake all of the leaves off of your lawn.

If you simply run over them with a 
mower (with the wheels set at their 
highest setting) they’ll break down 
over the winter, providing your soil with 
nutrients and shading the soil, which 
will result in fewer lawn weeds to worry 
about next year.

If you do this once a week until the 
leaves are finished falling, you won’t 
have to rake a single leaf, and your 
lawn will look better for it next spring 
and summer. 

If you don’t have a lawn? 
Lucky you!!

“Leaves grow old 
gracefully, bring such 

joy in their last lingering 
days. How vibrant  

and bright is their final 
flurry of life.”

— Karen Gibbs

By LIZ FAZIO
AN EXPANSIVE collection of aloes and 
succulents are both the passion and 
inspiration for ceramic artist, Jack Lätti, 
who’s fascinating garden opens with 
Open Gardens Victoria on the weekend 
of May 19 and 20.

The hills of Research are a long way 
from Johannesburg where garden 
owner Jack Lätti grew up – but there 
are hints of South Africa everywhere 
in the aloes, boulders and structures 
in his garden. 

‘Nioka’  meaning,  ‘green hi l l ’, 
is literally perched on top of a hill 
with breathtaking views of distant 
mountains.

Jack is a ceramic artist who creates 
very original pottery, ranging from 
tableware to amazing “vessels” for 
potted succulents. 

Some of the quirky pots appear to 
have sprouted legs and look like they 
could scuttle off with their plant inside. 

Others represent human figures from 

which succulents cascade like locks of 
green hair.

Jack’s ceramic artistry has fused 
with a career in landscape design and 
construction and the result is a garden 
that celebrates both his wonderful 
collection of succulent plants and his 
ceramic art. 

The succulents also have the 
advantage of being fire retardant 
and their architectural forms nestle 
comfortably in the surrounding 
landscape of eucalypts. 

At the entrance to the garden, larger 
aloes such as aloe barbarae, and the 
striking aloe ferox and aloe marlothii 
feature in the new front garden beds.

Closer to the house is the sculpture 
garden, featuring a Queensland bottle 
tree (brachychiton rupestris) and Jack’s 
ceramic art displayed on tree stump 
bollards. 

The ‘lapa’ garden features a fire pit, 
South African ‘braai’ (barbecue) area 
and succulent plants such as cacti, 

euphorbias, stapelias, echeverias, 
crassulas, and agaves, which provide 
year-round flower and foliage colour. 

Rocks have been carefully placed to 
provide textural elements.

They are also used as stepping-
stones and to help channel rainwater 
throughout the garden.

A nursery area is used for propagating 
succulents from mother stock, and 
these young plants are then used 
creatively within Jack’s ceramic art 
pieces. 

Visitors are welcome to wander 
through the nursery and explore Jack’s 
working pottery studio. 

The studio is often open to the public 
for exhibitions, workshops and pottery 
classes. 

Plants and ceramic art will be for sale 
at the garden opening.

For more information on Open 
Gardens and events, visit  
www.opengardensvictoria.org.au

Leaves in the autumn garden
By KATHY GARDINER

gardening

Succulents as “living art” at Nioka Open Garden in Research
Photos: BRETT HORAN

Photo: ANNE LYNCH
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SHUTTERBUGS, get out and capture what 
Warrandyte means to you.

Warrandyte Neighbourhood House are 
producing a photography mural — a pictorial 
representation of our community in the first 
quarter of the 21st century, which will be 
displayed in the Neighbourhood House and 
as an online gallery.

The group are calling for submissions of 
images to capture a sense of what it means to 
people to belong to our vibrant community.

Manager of Warrandyte Neighbourhood 
House, Emma Edmonds, said the inspiration 
for the mural is the long history of community 
quilts in Neighbourhood Houses. 

“We have one in our office,” she said, “the 
photo mural pays homage to this tradition, 
whilst giving it a modern twist”.

“Using photography as the medium allows 
a broad cross section of our community to 
participate and makes it an intergenerational 
project due to the prevalence of mobile 
phones and tablets”.

All aspects of the project are deliberately 
provided free to the community to enable 
broad participation.

“We have offered workshops and a launch 
event to bring different sections of the 
community together to increase feelings of 
social connection,” she said.

The free photography workshops were held 
early in May.

“I was really pleased with how the 
workshops went, there was a good spread of 
ages across the group and it was a really nice 
get together,” Emma said.

The Neighbourhood House will have an 
online gallery of the work so that sections of 
the community that are unable to attend the 
events can still participate.

The project has been made possible by a 
Warrandyte Community and Bendigo Bank 
grant.
Entries close Wednesday May 30 
and can be made at the website: 
warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au

Building an image of our town

By SANDI MILLER
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THIS MONTH’S column is designed 
to assist you in preparing for the 
preparation and lodgement of your 
2018 individual income tax return.

Firstly, a warning 
The Commissioner of Taxation, Chris 

Jordan has foreshadowed that the 
Australian Tax Office (ATO) is going 
to focus on work-related expenses that 
are claimed in your personal tax return 
at items D1 – D5 including car and 
travel expenses, laundry and clothing 
expenses, home office, telephone, 
internet and conference expenses etc.

Secondly, be prepared to 
substantiate your claims

Regardless of whether you use the 
services of a registered tax agent or 
you prepare and lodge your tax return 
yourself, you are required to sign a 
declaration that effectively certifies 
the following:
•  you the taxpayer, have spent the 

money and were not reimbursed,
•  that the expenses you are claiming 

were directly related to the earning 
of your assessable income, and

•  you have a record to prove it which 
can be produced if requested.
Thirdly, if you use a registered  

tax agent 
You are responsible for the claims 

made in your tax return and that the 
information included in items D1 – D5 
satisfy the three dot points above. 

Tax agents must rely on you for 
correct claims and the correct amounts 
of the claims. 

You should not be relying on the 
tax agent to determine the amounts 
claimed.

Why is this so when you engage a tax 
agent and trust them to do your tax 
return on your behalf?

Well, please take note of the following 
disclosure from Commissioner Chris 
Jordan in his address to the Tax 
Institute National Tax Conference in 
Cairns in March this year:

“the percentage of returns that are 
incorrect when prepared by tax agents 
on behalf of taxpayers is greater than 
the percentage of incorrect returns 
prepared by taxpayers themselves.” 

The ATO has already undertaken 960 
random audits and found that some 
agents neglect to check that the client 
has actually spent the money they 
claim to have spent on items directly 
related to earning their income. 

Mr Jordan acknowledged that, “while 
these are small amounts in most cases, 
when you add them, you end up with 
a very large figure — an aggregate 
somewhat larger than the large 
corporate tax gap that we released of 
$2.5 billion dollars”.

This claim not only surprised the 
ATO but has also disturbed the 
professional accounting bodies into 
advising their members to take greater 
care in order to protect their clients 
from the potentially unpleasant and 
costly outcomes from a tax audit.

Be prepared
In light of the above warning, what 

action do you need to take before 
either preparing and lodging your own 
2018 personal tax return or gathering 
the relevant information to enable 
your tax agent to prepare your return?  
1) Know what is claimable

Your previous year’s tax return is a 
good starting point to remind you what 
expenses are likely to be claimable 
in 2018. 

Check expenditure items at D1 – D5, 
and other deductions at D6 – D10 and 
D11 – D15.

Use the ATO website at www.ato.
gov.au/Individuals/Income- and- 
deductions/Deductions-you-can-
claim, this is an excellent user friendly 
aid to finding what you may be able to 
claim and includes a demonstration of 
an excellent expenses recording tool, 
“myDeductions”.
2) Substantiate your claims

For most expenditure items you will 
need acceptable evidence that you 
have incurred the cost. 

Evidence may be in paper or 
electronic form and preferably be in 
the form of an invoice or receipt but 
can also include entries in bank and 
other financial institution statements, 
credit card statements and email 
receipts providing together the 
documentation constitutes written 
evidence of the:
• name of the supplier
• amount of the expense
• nature of the goods or services
•  date the expense was incurred 

and/or date of the document 
In limited circumstances, the 

above information, if recorded by the 
taxpayer, will be acceptable for:
•  minor expenses of $10 each or 

less providing the total of these 
expenses does not exceed $200

•  when written evidence cannot be 
obtained such as parking fees and 
tolls

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x p e n s e s  a r e 
excluded from the above record 
keeping requirements but have been 
foreshadowed by the ATO as targeted 
deductions:
•  Laundering of uniforms, 

occupation specific clothing and 
protective clothing not exceeding 
$150. 

  A claim of $0.50 per wash when 
clothing is mixed with other 
clothing or $1.00 per wash if dirty 
clothing needs to be washed 
separately is claimable. 

  A written estimate based upon 
the number of weeks worked 
and number of times clothing 
is washed per week based on a 
representative four week period 
would be an acceptable method of 
claiming this deduction.

•  If your total claim for work related 
expenses excluding claims for car 
expenses, meal allowance, award 
transport payments allowance or 
travel allowance expenses does not 
exceed $300. 

  The ATO does expect the taxpayer 
to be able to explain how the 

claims were worked out and why 
the claim is reasonable based upon 
the requirements of the taxpayer’s 
occupation. 

  If your claims exceed $300, you 
must have records to substantiate 
the total expenditure, not just the 
amount over $300.

There are now only two methods 
available for claiming car work related 
expenses:
•  The cents per km method @$0.66 

per km up to a maximum of 5,000 
km.  
If this method is selected you need 
to be able to show how you worked 
out your business kilometres, 
preferably by producing diary 
records of work related trips.

•  The log book method which 
is based on the business use 
percentage of the expenses 
for the car by using a logbook 
and recording the opening and 
closing odometer readings for 
a representative minimum 12 
week period and during that 
period recording the distances 
travelled each day for work related 
purposes.

  The business use percentage is 
then applied to the car’s running 
costs. 

  You will be required to keep 
records of the car’s running 
expenses and financing costs or 
depreciation. 

  Fuel costs can either be 
determined from actual receipts or 
estimated based on the car’s fuel 
consumption and average pump 
prices for the year. 

  This option usually provides a 
greater deduction when you have 
travelled more than 5,000km but 
is more complex and it may be 
advisable to utilise the services of 
a registered tax agent to determine 
which method offers the greatest 
deduction.

3) Apportion expenses 
Between private and work related 

use.

This is  a  challenging area to 
determine the amount of work related 
use and will be closely scrutinised by 
the ATO when undertaking an audit as 
it is an area where over claiming and 
guesswork is rife. 

The ATO expects you to keep records 
for a four week representative period 
in each income year. 

Records may include diary entries, 
electronic records and invoices. 

Evidence that your employer expects 
you to work at home or make work 
related calls will assist in justifying a 
deduction.
a)  Claiming IT expenses

If you use your own phones and 
internet for both work and private 
purposes you will need to work out 
the percentage that reasonably relates 
to your work use by applying the four 
week representative period approach.

If your work use is incidental and 
amounts to less than $50 p.a. in total 
you need not analyse your bills but use 
the following rates:
•  $0.25 for work calls made from 

your landline
•  $0.75 for work calls made from 

your mobile
•  $0.10 for text messages sent from 

your mobile
If work use is likely to exceed $50 p.a. 

you will need to determine the work 
related percentage using a reasonable 
basis. 

This is a complex area due to the 
different methods of billing for these 
services, so please refer to www.
ato.gov.au/claiming-mobile-phone-
internet-and-home-phone-expenses 
and select a methodology illustrated 
in the examples that best matches your 
billing system.
b) Claiming home office expenses

If you are required by your employer 
to undertake after hours work at home 
or you are authorised to work at home 
on a part-time or casual basis or 
the nature of your work is such that 
you need to undertake work related 
activities at home then you can claim 
a deduction either:

•  at the rate of $0.45 per hr worked 
on work related matters. 

  This is the simplest method and 
merely requires you to keep a diary 
record over a representative four 
week period of your work related 
hours worked, or

•  if you have a room or area set aside 
as a home office and furnished 
accordingly, then you may claim 
incremental occupancy costs such 
as heating, cooling and lighting 
apportioned on a percentage of 
floor area basis, depreciation and 
repairs to office furniture and 
equipment and cleaning expenses. 

  You can access a Home Office 
Expenses Calculator tool on the 
ATO website to guide you if you 
choose to use the apportionment 
method.

Concluding Comments
More than ever before, greater care 

will need to be exercised in claiming 
expenses in your tax return, even if 
you use the services of a registered tax 
agent, as the likelihood of increased 
audit activity, particularly on work 
related expenses has been placed high 
up on the ATO audit agenda. 

Unfortunately space does not permit 
more in depth explanations and more 
comprehensive coverage, but you can 
unearth a wealth of useful information 
by exploring the ATO website referred 
to earlier. 

If your tax position is complex and 
you have claimed significant work 
related expenses in the past, then it 
may be in your best interests to consult 
a registered tax agent.

The content of this article is not intended 
to be relied upon as professional advice 
and should not be used as such. If you 
have any questions you should consult 
a registered tax agent.
Brian Spurrell FCPA, CTA, Registered 
Tax Agent. 
Director, Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd 
PO Box 143 Warrandyte 3113.  
0412 011 946
www.ptasaccountants .com.au

By BRIAN SPURRELL

finance Be warned and be prepared:
ATO auditing work related expenses
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By SANDI MILLER
CURRENT WARRANDYTE Venom 
coach and previous Venom and 
Redback player Ryan Holloway is the 
current coach of the Australian U21 
Men’s Deaf basketball team — the 
Dingoes. 

This year the Dingoes will be 
travelling to Washington DC to 
compete in the World U21 Deaf 
Championships in July.

This is the first time that Australia 
has ever been able to send an U21 
team to the Championships, and 
Ryan told the Diary the team are all 
very excited about the opportunity. 

The team of 10 come from four 
different states and range in age from 
14-year-old development players 
to 20-year-olds with all the players 
getting together once a month to 

train. 
The skills of the players range from 

those that have competed in rep 
basketball to those who started 12 
months ago. 

Venom put the Dingoes through 
their paces in a friendly match, as 
the team work towards the big event. 

“ W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k 
Warrandyte Basketball for their 
support in hosting our first practice 
game,” said Ryan. 

The Dingoes are looking forward to 
continuing to work with Warrandyte 
Basketball and the community in 
the future. 

At the Championships, the Dingoes 
will square off against teams from 
Argentina, Canada, Greece, Israel, 
Japan, Lithuania, Poland, Russia, 
Spain, Ukraine and the USA. 

The road to the Championships 
is not an easy one, as the team 
needs to raise the money to get to 
Washington.

“Unfortunately, Deaf national 
teams do not receive federal funding, 
so we are all trying to raise as much 
money as possible,” said Ryan.

The Dingoes are currently raising 
funds for their journey to Washington 
DC with a wine drive.

To purchase a minimum half case 
of wine through Prospect Wines, visit 
bit.ly/DingoesWineDrive. 

You can also follow the Dingoes 
progress and support their campaign 
through their social media channels.

Facebook: @dbasketballaus, 
Instagram: @dingoesdeafbasketball  
deafbasketballaustralia.org.au.

By MAREE NEIL
IF YOU DRIVE down Taroona 
Avenue in the next few weeks 
you will certainly see some 
development going on at the 
Warrandyte Tennis Club.

The lighting there has been 
deteriorating for a very long 
time, the lux levels (a measure 
of illumination) are currently 
w el l  b elow comp eti t ion 
standard.

With all funding now in 
place, the Council has now 
appointed D&A Lighting 
Systems to install new lights 
within the next few weeks.

The lighting project began 
(literally) a couple of years 
ago when the club applied to 
Council for a grant to upgrade 
the court lighting.

The Council approved the 
application and have managed 
the project ever since.

Fur ther  funds towards 
the project were granted by 
Tennis Victoria, Rotary, the 
Lions Club and an extremely 
generous donation from the 
Warrandyte Community Bank.

The club could not afford 
to replace the lights, which 
are vital to the club’s ability to 
host competition tennis and 
are grateful to all those who 
helped fund the project.

D&A Lighting have extensive 
experience in the industry and 
are committed to the quality 
of their product, their care of 
the en tout cas courts during 
construction and making 
the transition as seamless  

as possible.
The project will begin in the 

next couple of weeks and the 
club should have new lights in 
operation by the end of June.

The new LED lights will be 
mounted on 21 poles, each 
one seven metres tall.

This set up promises to 
improve  illumination of the 
courts to levels never before 
experienced by those who 
have played at Warrandyte.

Once the lights go in, there 
will be no excuses for missing 
the ball.

If you are interested in 
getting involved with tennis 
to try out the new setup, 
c o n t a c t  Ma re e  Ne i l  f o r 
membership information on 
0403 754321.

Let there be light!

Venom help Australian Deaf Team prepare for World Championships
Photo: Blair Bryant

By FRANS BROUWER
AS FOOTBALL takes over from cricket, the 
time arrives for South Warrandyte Cricket 
Club to hand out awards and conduct official 
business.

Senior Presentation Night was held at Club 
Kilsyth on April 28 and alongside the usual 
awards for on-field success were three other 
awards.

Life Membership was conferred on Meagan 
Price for her many years of service to the 
Club in Junior administration and coaching, 
social functions, match day afternoon teas, 
and Committee activities.

She becomes the third husband/wife 
Life Member couple after Barry and Vee 
Williams, and Ed and Zita Garner (Meagan’s 
husband James became a Life Member last 
season).

The second recipient was Cheryl Hansen, 
1st XI scorer for at least 25 years.

Presenting Cheryl’s award, former Club 
Captain Steve Garrett observed that she has 
been like an extra team mate to captains over 
that time, with a deep understanding of cricket.

Cheryl also rewards senior players who 
score tons or take six-fer or better with a 
laminated multi-coloured scoresheet.

Best Club Person went to Mark Bourke, 
who has been marking out up to five grounds 
a week for the past three seasons.

He has also been most helpful with bar 
duty, cleaning up, and setting up/packing 
up, especially this season while the club has 
occupied portables.

Colman Park  
Change Room Project

As reported last month, pouring of the 
concrete deck over the change rooms was 
eagerly anticipated during April, and it 
happened on April 30.

The next steps are to build the front wall of 
the social rooms about two metres closer to 
the ground and complete rendering of walls.

Yarra Valley Water is also involved in the 
project, with the septic system replaced by 
a connection from the shops at the Croydon 
Road/Colman Road intersection to a new 
sewer system near the change rooms.

Hawks recognise vollies
Progress on new change rooms
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By JOSH HUNTLY
THE NAME Hemsworth has been 
part of the Warrandyte Football 
Club for over 80 of the club’s 110 
year history. 

Therefore, it was a natural fit to 
have international superstar, Chris 
Hemsworth, who play’s Thor in the 
Marvel Avengers movies, to rev up 
the players during the Club’s pre-
season launch.

The actor  sent  in  a  video 
congratulating the club on reaching 
its 110 year milestone.

 “Hello to ever yone at the 
Warrandyte Football Club, I want 
to say congratulations on 110 years, 
that is an absolutely fantastic effort.

“My dad used to play for the club 
and other relatives told me what an 
amazing time they had there and 
what a great bunch of people they 
grew up with.”

Hemsworth also fired the players’ 
imaginations by suggesting the 
possibility of following in his 

father’s footsteps and lacing up 
the boots for the mighty Bloods in 
the future.

“I wish I’d had a run! Maybe 
next year, maybe in the future,” he 
speculated. 

“Good luck and here’s to another 
110 years.”

The Hemsworth name has 
been ingrained in Warrandyte’s 
history as far back as the 1930s 
when Chris’s grandfather Charlie 
donned the red and white jumper, 
eventually becoming the club’s first 
president. 

Charlie’s name was also the 
second to be etched onto the life 
members board for his services to 
the club. 

I n  m o r e  r e c e n t  t i m e s , 
Hemsworth’s father Craig was a 
member of Warrandyte’s “Team of 
the Decade” in the 1980s as a half-
back player. 

An early indicator of Craig’s 
talents came in his debut game 

when he was named best afield 
against Yarra Glen. 

His three sons Luke, Chris and 
Liam along with wife Leonie, often 
went down to games to cheer on 
their dad.

Craig’s occupation as a social 
worker led him and his family to 
work with the Australian Childhood 
Foundation, an organisation that 
focuses on fostering positive and 
loving environments for children. 

Chris’s video message is  a 
fantastic endorsement for the 
Bloods and a reminder of the club’s 
long heritage. 

I t  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n 
possible without the efforts of 
Warrandyte’s Media Co-ordinator 
and Sponsorship Manager Jackie 
Austin, who organised the video in 
conjunction with the Hemsworth 
family over 12-months. 

The video can be viewed on 
War randyte  Footbal l  Club’s 
Facebook page.

Bloods’ Marvel-ous milestone

LET’S START with most people’s 
favourite, alcohol.

“Alcohol makes you fat” is a term 
commonly thrown around, but 
remember, nothing makes you fat in 
and of itself.

The problem with alcohol is its all too 
easy to over consume.

Having one beer easily leads to 
having another, and so on.

An average pint of beer is 180–220 
calories, so you can see how it quickly 
adds up with a few pints — and with 
food on top — it is easy to over indulge.

So, can you have alcohol as part of a 
balanced regimen where you maintain 
or even lose weight?

Of course you can, you just need to 

have the ability to say no or limit your 
intake to an amount that keeps you 
on track.

I drink alcohol one to two days 
a week, sometimes just a beer, 
sometimes two or three.

Before people that know me scoff, yes 
occasionally more.

Either way I have made a decision 
about what to have and ensure it 
doesn’t cause me to over-eat or over 
consume calories that day.

T h e  o t h e r  i s s u e  i s  a l c o h o l’s 
secondary effect, making you feel 
tired, unmotivated, and more likely to 
eat processed, high calorie food — who 
ever craved a salad last time they had 
a few drinks?

So, know alcohols effect on your 
body, know your limits, know how 
it affects you and manipulate the 
variables for the best possible outcome.

Some people may need to be 
teetotallers when chasing a goal 
because they don’t trust themselves 
around alcohol.

If that’s you, then maybe that’s what 
needs to be done.

Either way, alcohol doesn’t make you 
fat by itself, but it’s good at creating 
an environment that can easily make 
you fat.

Let’s move onto the next one
Is sugar evil? 

With all the press around sugar at the 
moment, we need to address some real 
facts surrounding sugar.

Even top celebrities like Kim Wilson 
and “old mate” Pete Evans are saying 
in the press, “sugar is evil”.

But is it?
First off, sugar is a source of energy, 

it’s the simplest form of energy we 
consume and is used easily and readily 
by the body.

The only energy source the body uses 
faster is alcohol.

If you eat a vegetable, it gets broken 
down into sugar, same with fruit, same 
with starch, bread, all carbs are sugar 
in its simplest form.

Now is sugar, let’s say pure sugar or 
processed junk food, the same as sugar 
from real food? 

Yes and no.
“Yes”, in terms of its calorie/energy.
It all gets broken down into sugar and 

has four calories per gram.
But no in terms of its overall benefit 

to the body.
We eat real food which does get 

broken down into sugar, but it also 
comes with vitamins, minerals, anti-
oxidants, co-factors, enzymes and.... 
and a ton of stuff that’s good for you 
— all things that support our health.

So, when we are having conversations 
about sugar we need far more context, 
we can’t just say it’s evil, it’s a basic 
energy source for the body.

Should we minimise our processed 
sugar and carbohydrate intake?

Yes.
The key issue with processed sugar 

is it is indeed inherently nutrition-
less, it’s just pure energy and thus 
very easy to over consume due to its 
calorie density.

I would say, ideally, that 80 to 90 per 
cent of your carbohydrate content 
should be from real food.

The remaining 10 to 20 per cent from 
non-optimal foods isn’t going to be a 
big deal.

So, let’s please stop loosely throwing 
around that sugar is evil, it’s not, but we 
do need to be getting most of our sugar 
from real food and not skittles.

MYTH:  
You shouldn’t eat fruit on a diet 

because it contains sugar.
FACT:  

You should eat fruit  
— full stop — because it’s  

good for you!
Over the years we have discussed 

m a n y  m y t h s  a r o u n d  w e i g h t 
management.

Fruit is another one, that the sugar is 
detrimental to a diet.

The advice always seems to stick 
when you’re on a diet, not at any other 
time, how come?

Because for some, sugar apparently 
causes fat gain.

But, simply eating too much of 
anything causes fat gain.

What we must appreciate is that yes, 
100 per cent, having a diet that is sugar 
dense, from processed sources, is not 
good, we do want to be consuming 
a diet that is mostly whole nutrient 
dense foods.

But if you consume sugar from fruit, 
vegetables, rice, pasta, caster sugar, or 
sugar in any form — it’s all the same 
thing when it’s broken down to its most 
simplest form, glucose.

We can indeed argue that when 
consuming sugar containing foods, 
eaten in isolation, there are better 
choices to make.

When eating fruit, you get fibre and 
fructose, which will give a slower 
energy release than something without 
fibre, like sweets.

Sugar as a whole is useful to the body, 
it’s a raw fuel source.

What we don’t  want to do is 
consume a lot of it with no nutrition 
to accompany it, it’s empty calorie 
consumption.

Fruit is full of good stuff ; fibre, 
vitamins, minerals, phytonutrients, 
anti-oxidants, etc.

But, if you are on a diet, because 
fruit  is  often ‘higher ’  in sugar 
(carbohydrates) than vegetables per 
volume eaten, vegetables might be a 
better choice as they are often lower in 
calories for the volume you eat.

But that doesn’t make them better or 
worse, just appropriate given a certain 
context, like, when trying to maximise 
dietary density when on a low-calorie 
intake to keep you full for as long as 
possible.

So, enjoy fruit, it won’t make you fat, 
or keep you fat, eating too much in 
general will!

Enjoy the occasional drink if that’s 
what you like.

Again, though remember it’s what’s 
being eaten before, during and after 
that counts.

Chris Sharp owns and operates 
rivvaPT 4-5/266 Yarra St, 
Warrandyte. 9844 0768 

F R E S H  O F F  h e r  t h i r d 
Commonwealth Games campaign 
for Australia’s Hockeyroos at Gold 
Coast 2018, Rachael Lynch, the 
Great Wall of Warrandyte, shows 
no signs of slowing down.

Gunning for the team’s fifth 
consecutive Commonwealth 
Games gold, Lynch and her 
teammates showed great tenacity 
and technical prowess to reach 
the final and eventually take home 
silver in a gutsy performance on 
the big stage.

Lynch has provided a sturdy 
foundation for Australia’s last 
line of defence for over ten years 
and this was never more apparent 
than during the Gold Coast games 
when she did not concede a goal 
during the group stages of the 
Women’s Hockey. 

The Hockeyroos were eventually 
undone in the women’s final to 
the tune of 4–1 by a slick New 
Zealand Black Sticks side.

Despite the defeat however, 

Lynch’s positive outlook never 
wavered and on reflection of the 
Hockeyroos efforts after the final, 
she observed that, “silver medals 
are won, not lost.”

“I am proud of what we achieved 
as a team and I love this medal.

“Coming second is nothing to be 
ashamed of.

“We worked very hard for it and 
they are not easy to win.”

“The atmosphere during the 
final was enthralling,” said Lynch.

“The final against the Kiwis was 
very exciting.

“It was a sold-out stadium but 
for once there was actually a large 
representation for the other team.

“While we battled it out on the 
field, our supporters did the same 
against theirs.

“We had played them in the 
round game and drawn 0–0 so it 
was always going to be an intense 
and very exciting match.”

Lynch has also enjoyed brushes 
with the Royal family at different 

stages of her career, and that 
would again be the case at Gold 
Coast 2018.

“I met Prince Harry in Glasgow 
and he was so lovely.

“Prince Charles came to the 
Gold Coast where I was fortunate 
enough to meet him and have a 
bit of a chat.

“It is great to have the support 
of the Royals at events like this.”

An experienced campaigner, 
A u s t r a l i a’s  l o n g - s t a n d i n g 
number 27 has notched up 176 
appearances for the Hockeyroos, 
competing in five Champions 
Trophies, two World Cups and 
being named the best goalkeeper 
at the 2014 World Cup.

At this point in her career, she 
is a seasoned veteran but her 
passion for the sport hasn’t waned 
just yet.

“I’ve been training and playing 
with the Australian team for 12 
years now and still absolutely love 
what I do.

“Waking up and going to 
hockey, getting to travel the world, 
being fit and strong, and having a 
positive influence on young kids 
are all the reasons why I keep 
going.

“I really want to leave the 
Hockeyroos in a good place when 
I move on, so leaving a legacy is 
something I think about every 
day.”

With another World Cup on the 
horizon and the Tokyo Olympics 
a tantalising prospect, Australia’s 
first-choice goalkeeper is ready to 
get back to the park.

When it’s all said and done 
however, Lynch has entertained 
the possibility of moving back to 
her beloved hometown.

“For now, I’m just working hard 
in preparation for the World Cup 
in July,” said Lynch.

“I’m looking forward to moving 
back to Warrandyte at some point 
as well.”

“Great Wall of Warrandyte” brings home silver
By JOSH HUNTLY

Do alcohol and sugar make you fat?
By CHRIS SHARP

fitness

Chris HemsworthCraig Hemsworth

Charlie Hemsworth
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By JOSH HUNTLY
AFTER SHOWING promise against 
highly rated Donvale and Heathmont 
sides,  a rampant Bloods outfit 
outclassed and outran Ferntree Gully 
to record their first win of the footy 
season.

The preceding games saw the Bloods 
go down to a tidier Donvale but caught 
a glimpse into the future with the debut 
of Tyson Jaksic.

Turnovers cost the Bloods against 
last year’s grand finalists Heathmont 
despite stellar performances from 
Zach Ballard and Jordan Powell.

Heading into their Round 4 match-
up against the Eagles without the 
services of midfield maestro Ballard 
and backline general Lewis Oliver, the 
Bloods welcomed debutant duo Drew 
“Sauce” Corke and Jack Connoley for 
their first Senior games.

Senior Assistant Coach Luke Parker 
laced up the boots for the first time in 
season 2018 for his much-anticipated 
debut outing.

The boys ran out proudly in their 
commemorative Anzac jumpers, 
honouring the service men and 
women of Australia and New Zealand 
before the bounce of the ball.

The game started at a frenetic pace 
as the Bloods and Eagles traded early 
blows in a tight midfield tussle before 
Warrandyte drew first blood.

Toby Versteegen continued his 
breakout year, winning plenty of the 
ball and hitting the packs hard in 
what is become a familiar sight for 
onlookers.

Charlie Johnstone found plenty 
of the ball off the backline, while 
Lachlan Buckley and Nikoda Brooking 
converted goals through the midfield.

With scores tied at 27 apiece at the 
long break, the boys went into the 
rooms hoping to ratchet things up a 
gear.

And in the second half they did 
exactly that, winning the midfield 
battle early and displaying crisp ball 
movement to Luke Dunn and Josh 
Beasley who were causing massive 
headaches for the Eagles defenders.

The vibe around the three quarter-
time huddle was energetic.

The team had stamped their authority 
on the game and held a 15-point lead 
heading into the last term.

Everyone knew there was still much 
to play out in this game however and 
no-one sensed this more than Coach 
McGregor, who implored his players 
to banish any complacency.

“Don’t think this is over — don’t think 
this game is close to finished,” he said.

“The games there for you, now take 
it and finish it off.”

Any fears of  a fourth quarter 
capitulation were quickly extinguished 
after Luke Dunn converted the first of 
the term.

From there, Warrandyte completed a 
comprehensive demolition job on the 
Eagles, slamming home 12 goals to 1 
in the second half to run out 63-point 
winners and record one of the most 
emphatic victories seen at Warrandyte 
Reserve for a long time.

Dunn and Beasley ended on six and 
five goals respectively in a dominant 
double act up forward.

Dunn was awarded best on ground 
for his effort and the first win of the 
McGregor era was celebrated with a 
rousing rendition of the club song in 
the rooms.

Reserves — the season so far
The Reserves have yet to post a win 

in season 2018 as injuries cruelled the 
Bloods chances in recent weeks.

In a low scoring slog against Donvale 
in the wet, the Bloods found it tough 
going down by eight points.

Despite a fast start, Warrandyte could 
only add a solitary point after quarter 
time as the game descended into a wet 
and wild contest.

Skipper Trent Parker led the way 
with two crucial goals while the 
experienced duo of Matt Treeby and 
Mat Munro provided good support.

Midfield bull Jack Connoley was 
named best afield in his debut game.

A ga i n st  t h e  to p  o f  t h e  t ab l e 
Heathmont, Warrandyte were struck 
down almost immediately after 
Vice-Captain Luke Brewis pulled his 
hamstring in the first quarter.

Already a man down, the Bloods 
struggled against the fast-moving Jets 
and this was only compounded when 
Jason Richter and Luke Harris suffered 
injuries later in the game.

Down to one man on the bench, the 
Bloods found the going tough and ran 
out of legs to concede in a forgettable 
game at Heathmont.

Against Ferntree Gully, the team was 
bolstered by the returns of Jack Poole, 
Josh Appleby and Lee Evans but a slow 
start proved costly, conceding 11 goals 
in the first half to face a 56-point deficit.

During the half-time break, coaches 
Wheatley and Grybus implored their 
players to employ a tougher brand of 
football and the Bloods responded 
as such.

They came out roaring and won the 
third quarter four goals to three thanks 
to Gareth Hitchman and Brendan 
Ludbrook.

The fourth quarter was played with 
the same ferocity as the third but it 
wasn’t to be for Warrandyte’s Reserves, 
going down by 37 points.

The side have yet to taste success in 
2018 but will be hoping to rectify the 
wins column in the next few weeks.

U19s — the season so far
The U19s have had a hobbled start 

to the season with low numbers and 
a growing injury list but the hard slog 
paid off with a seven-goal win against 
Ferntree Gully.

Often fielding a number of U17 
players, Warrandyte were dealt heavy 
losses against stronger Donvale and 
Heathmont sides.

Despite injuries to Ben Dickson 
and Connor Huntly the boys were 
bolstered by the returns of ruckman 
Steve Garrick and Joel Carruthers and 
showed promising signs.

All the elements came together for 
Warrandyte against Ferntree Gully.

A tight contest up to three quarter 
time, Darcy Poole’s intercept marking 
in the backline would prove to be 
crucial while Quinn Clarks aerial 
abilities were on full display.

Lockier Durran and Dave Wilson 
were also strong for the Bloods.

With only seven points in it at the 
final break, the game was evenly 
poised.

Quinn Clark starred with a four-goal 
final quarter however to put the game 
to bed and notch up Warrandyte’s first 
win for the season.

By JOSH HUNTLY
WARRANDYTE Cricket Club’s (W.C.C.) Vice-
President, Luke Killey has been anointed with double 
honours at W.C.C’s night of nights, taking away 
the prestigious Steve Pascoe medal and the Gerald 
Walshe 1st XI medal making him the best and fairest 
of the 2017/18 Season, by player’s vote.

After an excellent season as Warrandyte’s premier 
strike bowler; taking 33 wickets at an average of just 
18.38, Killey polled 17 votes, managing to edge out 
second-placed teammate Ben Taylor by a solitary 
vote in one of the closest counts in years.

On top of his club honours, Killey played key roles 
in the VMCU and RDCA U21 squads, picking up the 
player of the tournament award for his work in the 
representative carnival.

He was also named in the RDCA team of the year.
Taylor himself had a fine season, showing consistent 

form with the bat across the season when the Bloods 
found themselves in trouble.

He made 419 runs at an average of 29.93.
Joining Taylor on 16 votes was father-son duo Chris 

and Ben Jackson.
Chris took out the 5th XI Bob Leguier medal for 

his efforts which included smashing 536 runs at an 
average of 107.20.

The younger Jackson walked away with the 2nd XI 
Brett Kline medal for his work with the ball, taking 26 
wickets across the 1st and 2nd XI.

In his President’s address, Ryan Hoiberg awarded 
the newly named Geoff Taylor club person award to 
the awards namesake for his efforts around the club 
while previous club President, Greg Warren received 
the President’s Award.

Experienced campaigner Cameron Day was 
awarded the 3rd XI Nathan Croft medal and 15 year 
old Lauchy “Leggie” Haberfield had a breakout year, 
securing the 4th XI Jim Gathercole medal.

6th XIs Bailey Thomas continues his campaign as 
best and fairest, taking the 6th XI Ivan Vojlay medal 
for the second season in a row.

In the Veterans ceremony held last month, the 
Harry Nillson best and fairest was awarded to none 
other than Sean Dixon.

The club was also well represented at the RDCA 
awards ceremony with Ryley Reardon winning the C 
Grade bowling average with 20.10 while Graham Rees 
won the K Grade award, going at a very economical 
9.93.

Senior’s open 2018 account in emphatic fashion

Photo: Trewella Sports Photography

Luke Killey achieves Warrandyte crickets highest honour
Recipients of Warrandyte Cricket Club’s 

2018 Best and Fairest Awards
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