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AN UNSE ASONABLY late heatwave saw the 
unprecedented cancellation of the Warrandyte 
Festival’s Saturday program — and our beloved 
parade.
While the cancellation of the bridge closure, cancelled 
power outages and delays to the local NBN rollout also 
had Warrandytians hot under the collar.

However, Warrandyte’s festival-goers quickly cooled 
off, cramming in a weekend’s worth of Festival fun 
into Friday night and Sunday.
See pages 16–21 for our wrap up of all things Festival, 
and pages 3–4 for our take on what’s going on with 
Warrandyte’s infrastructure.
Photo Credit: STEPHEN REYNOLDS
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OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHOVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

The Box Hill Reporter,  
April 12 1918

WARRANDYTE 
NOTES

A most enjoyable evening 
was spent in the Warrandyte 
Hall on Easter Monday, April 
1, the occasion being the 21st 
annual concert held there for 
the benefit of the Melbourne 
hospitals, viz.: Melbourne, 
St. Vincent’s and Children’s 
hospitals, during which time 
these three institutions have 
benefitted considerably over 
£200 by proceeds from these 
entertainments, carried out by 
a local committee, of which the 
hon. secretary (Mr. W. Sloan) is 
the leading light and organiser 
during that time, 21 years.

The chairman, having read 
last year’s balance-sheet, 
thanked the public for their 

kind assistance in a good cause.
He also announced that the 

hall committee had received a 
donation of an honour board 
from Major E. T. Apps, Fitzroy, 
and it would be hung in the hall 
at an early date.

As there were upwards of 70 
names to be put on it of boys 
who had done their duty to the 
empire, some who had already 
given their all, he hoped to see 
a packed house at the unveiling 
of the board, on which date a 
concert would be given, the 
proceeds to defray costs in 
conjunction with the honour 
board printing.

The musical programme was 
then rendered as follows: — 
pianoforte overture,

Miss Cazaly; song, Loves 
Garden of roses, Miss Currucan; 
comic song, He followed the 
directions in the book, encore, 
Rather have a hard-boiled 
egg, Mr. Taylor; song, Back to 

Vergina (encored), Queenie 
R o b i n s o n ;  r e c i t a t i o n ,  A 
Woman’s Share, encore, Where 
does England Stand? Miss Cora 
Cazaly; song, Heroes of the 
Dardanelles, encore, Mother of 
Men, Mr. B. Cheong (Croydon); 
song, The Dear Homeland, 
Miss Cook; fancy dance, Mrs. 
Collins (encored); song, Can’t 
we have a rag about Australia, 
Francy Sloan (encored); song, 
Till the boys come home, Master 
W. Fitzsimons (encored); duet, 
Farewell, but whenever you 
welcome the hour, Carrucan 
Sisters (encored); monologue, 
Tending mother’s baby, Fred 
James — encore, comic skit (re 
called three times); overture, 
Pearls and Rubies, Miss Cazaly; 
song, Up from Somerset, Mr. B. 
Cheong — encore, Betty and 
Johnny; song (by request), 
Let me be your sweetheart, 
Queenie Robison and Francy 
Sloan (encored); song, She 

is far from the land, Miss M. 
Currucan; recitation, The 
Bugles of England, Miss Cazaly; 
comic song, For months and 
months, Mr. Taylor (encored); 
song, My Treasure, Miss Cook; 
song, There are two eyes in 
Dixie, Franey Sloan; song, 
Old Virginia, W. Fitzsimons. 
Mr. A. Aird returned thanks to 
the performers, coupled with 
the name of the chairman 
and secretary, in a few well-
chosen remarks, after which 
the National Anthem and God 
bless our splendid men were 
sung, and three cheers given for 
the men at the front, brought 
the concert, which was an 
excellent one, to a close.

Afterwards a ball was held, 
and dancing was kept up till 3 
a.m., the music being supplied 
by Mr. Walden.

The committee expect to have 
about £7 for hospitals.

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHThe more things change... 
The Diary’s researchers have taken a peek into the archives to see what was happening in Warrandyte 
100 years ago. They found the good people of old Warrandyte were doing all of the things that modern 
Warrandytians do in March and April — enjoying music, remembering fallen war heroes and raising 
money for the Royal Children’s Hospital. And in simpatico with this year’s festival theme, look closely 
and you may see a few familiar names that adorn the Streets of Our Town.
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By DAVID HOGG
EAGLE-EYED READERS will have 
noticed that not a lot has been 
happening with the bridge upgrade 
works over the last few weeks.

Certainly contractors are working 
on the north side drilling holes for the 
road barriers, however, nothing seems 
to have progressed on the bridge 
structure itself.

The scaffolding and access platforms 
are all in place on both sides, but 
there is no sign of any construction of 
cantilevers or beams.

The closure of the bridge over a full 
weekend was originally scheduled for 
March 3–4 but was postponed due to 
the market and the fun run being on 
that date.

The following weekend of March 10–
12 was not suitable as it was the Labour 
Day long weekend, and the next 
weekend of 17–18 was the Warrandyte 
Festival.

The works were then re-scheduled 

for March 23–25 but were cancelled 
at extremely short notice, at 3pm on 
Friday March 23, because, according 
to VicRoads, “our contractor, VEC Civil 
Engineering, has requested more time 
to prepare to install the beams”.

This last  minute cancellation 
caused disruption to residents and 
businesses who had put alternative 
arrangements in place, including 
cancelling newspaper and grocery 
deliveries to North Warrandyte and 
Warrandyte Theatre Company forgoing 
their matinee performance — it is still 
unclear why the decision to cancel  
the full bridge closure occurred hours 
before it was meant to start.

Since then, not much has happened, 
and a complete veil of secrecy has 
descended on the project.

We visited the site and asked a 
number of VEC workers what was 
happening. 

We were told, “we’re not allowed 
to say anything; you’ll have to talk to 
VicRoads”.

So we asked VicRoads:

•  When will the postponed full 
weekend bridge closure be re-
scheduled?

•  Have you any dates for later full 
closures?

•  What caused the delay to the 
originally planned closure?

•  When will the whole works be 
completed?

•  What is the schedule for further 
power outages when your 
electrical subcontractors need to 
do further work?

•  Do you have any indication of 
when the traffic lights will be going 
in on the north side?

Vince Punaro, Regional Director 
Metro North West, VicRoads told 
the Diary “At this stage, we have not 
confirmed any further dates for full 
closures of the bridge.

“Any lane closures on the bridge will 
be shared well in advance with the 
local community and scheduled to 

minimise inconvenience.”
Cameron Tait, Media Advisor Public 

Engagement, VicRoads, offered some 
further information:

“The installation of traffic lights at 
the Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte 
Road and Research-Warrandyte 
Road intersection is expected to get 
underway in July.

“All  works on the Warrandyte 
Bridge upgrade are scheduled to be 
completed by late 2018.”

The  April Information Update 
Bulletin does not tell us much more 
than the March bulletin, other than 
that they will shortly be building a new 
retaining wall on the north side of the 
bridge, but it does indicate that the 
first full weekend closure is likely to be 
rescheduled for “late April/early May”.

VicRoads Strategic Engagement 
Advisor, Jacqueline Novoselac, insists 
that there are no problems, work  
is continuing on the bridge and  
that the project is not running  
behind schedule.

However,  the lack of  activity 
on the bridge structure, ongoing 
postponements of the full closure, 
and the subtle change of the date for 
completion, previously September 
but now “late 2018” would suggest 
otherwise.

Any further delays might well drive 
this project into the next bushfire 
season.

Obviously something is amiss to have 
caused a two-month slippage of the 
closure for installation of cantilevers 
and beams, and we are not being told 
the reason.

In view of the significant traffic 
disruption and as public funds are 
being spent on this project, the public 
has a right to be kept better informed 
of progress and reasons for any delays. 

The Diary will keep readers informed 
on any proposed road closures, as and 
when information comes to hand, 
either via this publication, the Diary 
website or social media channels.

By DAVID HOGG
O N C E  AG A I N  t h e  d at e s  f o r 
completion of NBN services in the 
area have all changed.

W h i l e  t h i s  i s  g o o d  n e w s 
for some, the bad news is that 
implementation in Warrandyte and 
North Warrandyte has been pushed 
back another six months and is now 
scheduled to be available in the 
second half of 2019.

Fi b re - t o - t h e - Cu r b  ( F T T C ) 
technology, which was launched 
in Australia last month, is to be 
used throughout, and is a much 
more superior technology than 
the originally proposed Fibre-to-
the-Node.

South Warrandyte residents 
and businesses who were earlier 
proposed to have FTTC technology 
have an implementation date 
unchanged at first half of 2019.

NBN have now completely 
abandoned their earlier plan to 
erect a Fixed Wireless tower in the 
Haslams Track area, and those 
residents to the east of Ringwood-
Warrandyte Road and the whole 
way along Jumping Creek Road to 
Wonga Park will now get their NBN 
via FTTC in the first half of next year.

The best  news is  for those 
residents in the rural areas to the 
north of the Wonga Park township 
and those in Bend of Islands and 
Kangaroo Ground.

For those whose premises are 
out of reach of next year’s FTTC 
implementation they will be able 
to connect to the NBN within the 
next two months by means of 
Fixed Wireless if they are in range 

of NBN’s new tower at Chirnside 
Park at the corner of Edward and 
Paynes Road.

The few rural users who are out 
of range of that tower and outside 
the FTTC area can connect now 
via NBN’s “Sky Muster” satellite 
service.

Meanwhile customers in Park 
Orchards and Warranwood who 
are due to get their NBN by Hybrid 
Fibre Coaxial (HFC) technology 
(Pay-TV cable) have had their 
installation dates put “on hold” 
pending resolution of  some 
problems with that technology.

Kasey Ellison, Corporate Affairs 
Advisor, NBN, told the Diary, “We 
put a temporary sales pause in 
place for the HFC network, to bring 
service quality up to where it needs 
to be.

“Once we have optimised the 
network we will then return to our 
rollout schedule, and we expect to 
have an update on this later this 
month”.

Construction activit ies  are 
expected to commence in all the 
FTTC areas next month.

Contractors will soon be seen 
laying the green NBN fibre optic 
cable which will carry the traffic 
from the local exchanges to the 
FTTC equipment in the streets, from 
where, the traffic will be carried the 
remaining short distance to each 
premise by means of the old copper 
network.

By DAVID HOGG
SEVERE SPEED humps to the north of 
the bridge — an attempt to calm traffic 
and make a temporary pedestrian 
crossing safer — are potentially 
exacerbating traffic congestion as 
vehicles are forced to slow to a crawl 
to clear the traffic calming measures 
installed in early March.

In the busy hours, school and work 
commuters — on both sides of the 
bridge — can be delayed by anything 
up to 30 minutes.

In the morning, queues north of the 
river stretch back as far as Albert Road 
on Research-Warrandyte Road and 
Floods Road on Kangaroo Ground-
Warrandyte Road.

While the evening queues south 
of the river stretch back as far as the 
roundabout at Harris Gully Road 
and to the five-ways Croydon Road 
junction on Ringwood-Warrandyte 
Road.

VicRoads vehemently denies that 
any lengthening of queues is due to 
the speed humps, and blame any 
increased queues on the disruption 
to the Hurstbridge line train service 
which they say is causing more traffic 
in the area.

Q u e u e s  h a v e  s l a c k e n e d  o f f 
considerably in the last fortnight due 
to the school holidays, but congestion 
is expected to return to previous levels 
as of this week.

Additional congestion may also 
occur on April 18 when the power pole 
at the RSL is due to be replaced.

The increased queues are causing 
major headaches for residents on the 
unsealed roads in North Warrandyte, 
with many “rat run” drivers ignoring 
the “No Turn” signs at each end of 
Blooms Road in an attempt to find a 
short cut.

Eltham Police have been kept busy 
booking motorists who ignore these 

signs but are too busy to attend on a 
daily basis.

Dingley Dell Road has probably 
copped the worst of the rat run traffic 
with motorists from both directions 
attempting to use this narrow winding 
street as a shortcut.

But with the morning queues 
extending further up Kangaroo 
Ground-Warrandyte Road, a number 
of motorists are now turning into 
Floods Road and cutting through Boyd 
Street and Hawkes Road.

Michelle Parker from Hawkes Road is 
now on first name terms with the tow-
truck drivers as two cars have already 
fallen into the ditch near her house, 
and she dreads the day there may be a 
head-on collision on the blind corner.

She adds, “You should see the chaos 
on Monday mornings when the rat run 
drivers meet the garbage truck!”

Suzanne Reid from Dingley Dell 
Road tells a similar story.

She and other residents are already 
upset that the signs preventing turns 
into Blooms Road make it virtually 
impossible for her to legally get back to 
her house before 9:30am after dropping 

children at school in Research.
Sh e  w ou l d  l i ke  a  “ Re s i d e nt s 

Excepted” sign to be added to the no 
turn signs.

Ms Reid goes on to say, “when I 
finally get back to my home on a 
Monday morning I can find three cars 
in my driveway because they have had 
to pull in to let the garbage truck pass.

“And this is a single-track, unsealed 
road with ditches at the side and with 
children and dogs walking on the 
roadway.

“We have to pay to have this road 
graded now four times a year”.

Because of these problems Mathew 
Deayton, Manager, Infrastructure 
at Nillumbik Council has written to 
residents of Dingley Dell Road seeking 
their views on a proposal that the street 
be closed off completely to through 
traffic.

The plan involves installing a 
permanent obstruction at the top of 
Dingley Dell Road. 

This would prevent all traffic — 
including Dingley Dell residents — 
from turning into Dingley Dell Road 
from Blooms Road.

Provision would be made for 
emergency service vehicles and waste 
collection vehicles.

The opinion of residents is being 
sought before any decision is made.

Ms Reid tells us that the idea is 
well-intentioned but as proposed is 
completely impractical.

As a number of the homes in the 
street have no provision for cars to turn 
around on the property, and angled 
driveways prevent a U-turn on entry 
and exit, this idea would require cars 
to reverse a long way down the difficult 
hill before they would be able to turn.

Affected residents have until April 
20 to fill in a questionnaire or make a 
submission to council.

Bridgeworks behind schedule?
Mystery surrounds ongoing delays 

Warrandyte road rage NBN dates all 
change again

You can check the 
scheduled rollout date 
for your address at 
www.nbnco.com.au
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IN A BIG win for local residents and the 
objectors, VCAT members Geoffrey 
Code and Joel Templar have handed 
down their decision on the proposed 
residential hotel development, next to 
Olivigna in Brumbys Road, rejecting 
the proposal.

The proposed development was for 
a 49-room hotel (revised down from 
the original proposal of 76 rooms), a 
grappa distillery, a restaurant/event 
space to accommodate 150 patrons, 
other function areas and associated 
parking with a small vineyard and 
orchard.

This major case was heard over five 
days in January, followed by a site visit 
by the VCAT members.

A considerable amount of the 
judgement related to the technicalities 
in the planning schemes regarding 
the relationships between the various 
uses of the land, i.e. hotel, winery and 
agriculture and which of these were 
primary and which were secondary 
use and whether or not some of 
these activities were genuine uses or 
window-dressing.

However, the Tribunal then went on 
to reject the proposal on the grounds of 
inappropriate size and build, risk to life 
in the event of bushfire, and problems 
with road access.

In particular, it found the proposed 
built form would be a large and 
imposing element protruding into 

the surrounding landscape.
It found there was not a sufficient 

wildlife corridor in particular for 
kangaroos which were observed 
on the site visit, the proposal did 
not adequately address State policy 
applying to land in respect to bushfire 
risk and the protection of human life 
had not been prioritised.

A major consideration was that 
Brumbys Road was not suitable for the 
resulting traffic volumes, particularly 
with regard to cars and buses meeting 
each other.

Discussion of the difficult traffic 
intersection at Brumbys Road with 
five-ways was found to be not relevant 
because this intersection requires 
upgrade works irrespective of this 
application.

The Tribunal was satisfied that there 
would be no unacceptable levels of 
patron noise.

Acknowledging that there is tension 
in the planning scheme between 
providing for tourism uses and 
protecting the Green Wedge areas 
and that what was proposed was 
compatible with the zoning of the 
land and the relevant policy within 
the scheme, what VC AT found 
unacceptable was the scale of the 
proposed uses.

Warrandyte Community Association 
president, Dick Davies commented, 
“We supported objections by many 

local residents and Manningham 
Council on the basis of inappropriate 
development in the Green Wedge.

“They ran a very well organised 
campaign.

“In such a high fire risk area, 
commercial overdevelopment places 
severe constraints on the  ‘Leave 
Early’ fire plan recommended by CFA 
and promoted in WCA’s  ‘Be Ready 
Warrandyte’ bushfire preparedness 
campaign.”

Brumbys Road resident Kathy Wain, 
whose daughter Victoria presented 
a video to the hearing on the traffic 
problems in the road, told the Diary, 
“Our whole family and the neighbours 
are thrilled with the decision which is 
a victory for common sense.”

John Di Pietro, co-founder of 
Olivigna and director of Brumbys Road 
Investments Pty Ltd, the applicant 
company, advised the Diary that he 
had no comment to make at this time.

Coincidental ly ,  Manningham 
Council  has recently proposed 
Amendment C117 to the Manningham 
Planning Scheme that would apply to 
all land within the Rural Conservation 
Zone and includes promoting existing 
agricultural land use, supporting 
businesses and encouraging tourism.

M A N N I N G H A M  C o u n c i l  i s 
encouraging residents to join the 
Compost Revolution and help reduce 
our impact on the environment.

Manningham Council has partnered 
with Compost Revolution, an award-
winning social enterprise that inspires, 
educates and equips households 
around the country to reduce the 
amount of food waste sent to landfill.

Manningham Mayor, Cr Andrew 

Conlon, said this program was co-
designed with Australian councils to 
help households start composting and 
worm farming.

“One of Council’s key climate change 
and energy policies is to reduce 
emissions and encourage people to 
adapt to our changing environment,” 
he said.

“ H o m e  c o m p o s t i n g  s y s t e m s 
successfully divert food waste from 

landfill and turn it into rich soil and 
liquid fertiliser; this reduces the impact 
of climate change and greenhouse 
gases released when food waste breaks 
down in landfill.”

To encourage residents to join the 
revolution, Council will be subsidising 
the purchase of composting products 
by up to 60 per cent and providing free 
delivery.

T H E  O N E - D A Y  p l a n n e d 
i n t e r r u p t i o n  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e 
termite-infested power pole in 
the Warrandyte RSL grounds 
originally scheduled for March 20 
was postponed at the last minute 
due to problems with access, the 
bridgeworks and associated traffic 
control.

It has now been rescheduled for 
Wednesday April 18.

Since the heavy bundled high 
voltage (HV) cable was installed 
last year, AusNet have been facing 
a significant issue with the possum 
population in the area.

The possums are using the 
p o w e r l i n e s  a s  a  h i g h w a y 
causing outages, damage and 
inconvenience to power users.

In  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  e xt e n s i v e 
work has gone into technical 
strengthening, animal proofing, 
and vegetation clearance on these 
feeders, through a large number of 
individual projects.

However, the possums in our local 
area continue to get around these 
devices.

They run along the new bundled 
c a b l e  a n d  o n c e  t h e y  m a k e 
contact with the switch they are 
electrocuted and end up blowing a 
fuse or tripping a recloser.

This is now happening on a weekly 
basis.

AusNet ’s  eng ine ering team 
has just developed new possum 

barriers which will be trialled in the 
area during the next month.

These barriers are 600mm in 
diameter and will be installed on 
the aerial bundled cables.

Research shows that possums can 
jump a long way, but will not jump 
where they cannot see.

The barriers therefore needed to 
be large enough to block a possum’s 
direct line of sight to its intended 
landing position.

The disc is mounted on a bearing 
that will rotate when a possum 
attempts to put any weight on it, 
making it impossible to get a sure 
grip.

To minimise inconvenience to 
power customers, AusNet will take 
advantage of the planned outage on 
April 18 to install 10 trial possum 
guards on five poles, one either side 
of each switch.

The further work in connection 
with the bridge widening, which 
may necessitate two further full day 
disconnections of power, has not 
yet been scheduled, as this cannot 
commence until the termite-
damaged power pole is replaced.

Looking forward, Ms Lilley said, 
“Work to replace the remaining 
old bundled HV cable north of 
Castle Road will affect Osborne and 
Hamilton Roads and is expected 
to occur within the next three 
months”.

VCAT rejects Brumbys 
Road development

If you would like to read the 
full judgement from VCAT go 
to bit.ly/BrumbysVCAT

Possum power 
problems

By JOSH HUNTLY
WARRANDYTE’S Rachael Lynch 
is bringing home a silver medal 
after competing in her third 
Commonwealth Games.

Lynch was crucial in the sides 
push for a f i fth consecutive 
Commonwealth Games title. 

The green and gold goalie was a 
wall for the Hockeyroos and did 
not concede a single goal until the 
final game.

However, victory was not to be, as 

New Zealand ran out 4–1 winners 
in the Final.

The experienced Lynch was in 
everything as she managed to keep 
out an on-form Black Sticks side for 
the majority of the game. 

She takes home a well-earned silver 
medal and her impressive campaign 
has been well appreciated by the 
proud Warrandyte Community.

An in-depth interview with 
Rachael will appear in next month’s 
Diary.

Go green, feed the worms

Hometown hero 
Rachael Lynch 
takes silver at 

Comm Games

Soapbox Sunday on the Warrandyte Diary Facebook page is your new go to 
place to say what’s bugging you this week.
Tired or the traffic, pained about the poo along the river, or simply need to 
have a rant about your neighbour’s cat? Find our Soapbox Sunday post each 
Sunday and let loose in the comments. 

Let it out, Warrandyte!

By DAVID HOGG

STOP PRESS

Photo: ANNE LYNCH

By DAVID HOGG
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F O L L O W I N G  a  n e w  t r e n d  i n 
government community engagement, 
Nillumbik Council is setting up a 
special community panel of 40 
residents from across the municipality 
to provide recommendations to 
Council as it reviews its Green Wedge 
Management Plan.

The panel will be randomly chosen by 
independent community engagement 
experts to ensure a representative 
cross-section of community members, 
a tough job when you consider the 
shire has upward of 60,000 residents.

T h e  p a n e l  w i l l  l i s t e n  t o  t h e 
community’s views covering social, 
economic and environmental impacts, 
consider research, hear evidence and 
make recommendations to Council 
on ways to ensure the Green Wedge is 
preserved, nurtured and managed for 
current and future generations.

The process, which is also known as 
a citizens’ jury, is increasingly being 
used by governments around the world 
as a way of better involving everyday 
people in the decision making process.

Nillumbik Mayor Peter Clarke said 
Council was excited to have people 
power actively shape policies and 
make long-term decisions for the 
benefit of the wider community.

“This is a unique process in our shire 

and establishes a new and even higher 
standard for community consultation 
and engagement,” Cr Clarke said.

“Our Council is known as the ‘Green 
Wedge Shire’; we treasure this open 
space, which is home to just under 
a fifth of our residents (13,000), 
agricultural producers, wineries, 
artists, popular recreation facilities and 
precious flora and fauna.

“We are mindful  of  the huge 
responsibility we have in ensuring its 
future and its importance as a living, 
breathing rural area that is vibrant, 
prosperous and adaptable to meet 
changing needs.”

The review will be undertaken in four-
stages starting in May with Council and 
community representatives working to 
identify the best ways to engage with 
the community, including hard-to-
reach audiences.

In June, 10,000 invitations will 
be randomly sent out to Nillumbik 
residents inviting interested people to 
nominate for the panel.

A n  i n d e p e n d e n t  t h i r d -p a r t y 
consultant will assess nominations 
to ensure a fair cross-section of the 
community is chosen.

The panel will sit for up to five days 
considering evidence, expert advice, 
and community submissions before 

making a series of recommendations.
The wider community will then 

have another opportunity to make 
its views know when the draft Green 
Wedge Management Plan is put out on 
public consultation for a further three-
months towards the end of this year.

Deputy Mayor and Bunjil Ward 
Councillor Karen Egan and Sugarloaf 
Ward Councillor Jane Ashton, whose 
wards cover the majority of the Green 
Wedge, said Council was mindful of 
the huge responsibility in managing 
one of Melbourne’s iconic spaces.

“This is about putting our community 
firmly in the driver’s seat when it 
comes to making informed decisions,” 
Cr Ashton said.

Cr Egan said the importance of the 
Green Wedge from an economic, social 
and environmental perspective could 
not be under-estimated.

“Council is looking forward to seeing 
this innovative process in action and to 
considering the recommendations that 
come out of this extensive community 
engagement,” Cr Egan said.

By JAMES POYNER
AS REPORTED in the November 2017 
edition of the Warrandyte Diary, the 
Old Dairy — once a functioning cold 
store but now a dilapidated and graffiti 
ridden structure — was saved from 
demolition at the eleventh hour at a 
meeting between Melbourne Water, 
Manningham Council, Warrandyte 
Hi s t o r i ca l  S o c i e t y  ( W H S )  a n d 
Warrandyte Community Association.

At the end of the first meeting 
in November,  the plan was to 
commission a building survey which 
was sympathetic to the cultural and 
heritage value of the building and 
to come up with a building proposal 
which would see the site redeveloped 
to:
• Make the building safe.
•  Preserve the history of the Old 

Dairy.
•  Make the space, once again, 

usable.
In the latest meeting, which took 

place at the end of March, a heritage 
assessment was presented.

The assessment, conducted by 
Coleman Architects at the request 
of Melbourne Water, provided 
a comprehensive assessment, 
which was sympathetic to the 
site’s heritage value and outlined 
the pros and cons on four options:
1.   full repair and reinstatement
2.   partial demolition
3.   significant demolition
4.   full demolition

T h e  r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e s  a 
significant correlation between 
cost, security and vandalism risks 
and maintaining a presence of the 
building.

Option 1 would restore the 
building to its original state, 
preserve the heritage value of 
the original structure and make 
it very visible to the public, but 
this would come at great cost 
and with significant security and 
vandalism risks.

Option 4 would significantly reduce 
the cost of the project, as well as the 
vandalism and security risks but only 
the footprint of the building would be 

left which would greatly reduce the 
public visibility of the site and detract 
from the town’s heritage.

The Old Dairy is on the Yarra 
flood plain which makes any sort of 
significant development unfeasible 

as the site has limited uses and its 
location on the very edge of the old 
township has already demonstrated 
it is a haven for graffiti and vandalism.

The heritage assessment concludes:
“I believe that Option 3 offers a 

more than reasonable compromise 
that retains sufficient material to 
demonstrate its former function”.

WHS is in partial agreement with 
this assessment.

Val Polley of WHS told the Diary 
the “working group” put forward a 
proposal to amalgamate Options 2 
and 3, a proposal which would see 
a structure similar to the Taffy Jones 
house near the Warrandyte Bakery.

“The outcome would be sufficient 
conservation of the Old Dairy 
building to encourage visitation, 
provide some seating and signage 
and tell the story of the site.

“Following suggestions from the 
Conservation Architect it was thought 
the Old Dairy house site could be 
delineated with corner posts and the 
old driveway through native grass 
edging.

“Funding the work was discussed 
as more resources may be required to 
meet a part restoration.”

Andrew Mellor, Melbourne Water 
Team Leader, Lower Yarra, gave the 
Diary Melbourne Water’s perspective 
of the meeting.

Mr Mellor said he was very pleased 
with how the meetings regarding the 
future of the Old Dairy have been 
proceeding.

“Both the building report and 
landscape plan were well received 
and feedback from the community will 
be collated over coming weeks.

“Melbourne Water recognises 
and appreciates the time and effort 
contributed by all involved in helping 
to achieve the best outcome for this 
important site.

“The passion and care shown 
by the local community has been 
remarkable,” he said.

The next meeting is scheduled for 
June, the hope is the proposed Option 
3a — the amalgamation of Options 2 
and 3 — will be ready for presentation 
and discussion by the working group.

For further information 
on this project, visit 
Nillumbik Council’s 
website.

NEARLY TWO hundred people 
from the combined churches of 
Warrandyte and Park Orchards 
gathered together at Stiggants 
Reseve on Good Friday.
They were there to begin 
observing holy week with the 
traditional Stations of the Cross.
The annual ecumenical event is 
part of a world-wide ritual that 

celebrates the commencement 
of the Easter experience.
The crowd moves through the 
fourteen Stations of the Cross, 
which tell the story of the final 
events leading up to Jesus’ 
crucifixion and resurrection, with 
participants placing flowers on 
the cross at the final procession 
point.

Old Dairy project moving forward

Walking the Stations 
of the Cross

Nillumbik to establish citizen’s 
jury to review Green Wedge plan

By JAMES POYNER
MANNINGHAM Council authored 
an amendment to the planning 
scheme focusing on land in the Rural 
Conservation Zone (RCZ), which is 
located predominantly in the Green 
Wedge.

T h e  R C Z  c o m p r i s e s  o f  t h e 
undeveloped/rural areas around 
Warrandyte, South Warrandyte and 
Wonga Park and extends south to 
the borders of Donvale and Park 
Orchards.

Its northern border follows the Yarra 
River.

Th e  su b m i s s i o n  w i n d ow  f o r 
Amendment C117 has now closed.

Given recent development projects 
within the Green Wedge have been 
fought by community groups on both 
sides of the river and that two of these 
projects; 2 Pigeon Bank Road and 
Brumbys Road developments have 

been “lost” by the developers at VCAT, 
some would say there is an unwanted 
culture of development growing 
within the Green Wedge and any 
amendments to planning schemes to 
aid planning applications is bad.

Doug Seymour of the Warrandyte 
Community Association advised the 
Diary that the group have put together 
a submission against the proposed 
amendment.

Jill Colson, Executive manager, 
People and Governance, spoke to the 
Diary to clarify what C117 is and how 
it will impact the RCZ.

“As a Council, our role is to balance 
competing interests between land 
use for rural residential living 
against economic opportunities and 
employment.

“Known as Amendment C117, these 
proposed changes include providing 
an overarching guide on appropriate 
types of land use and development 

for the area.
“It also looks at changing an existing 

local policy relating to outbuildings 
(such as sheds) and built-form (such 
as size, scale and location) as well as 
providing more guidance for non-
residential land use in the Rural 
Conservation Zone.

“At the same time Council  is 
considering a new set of criteria to 
guide its assessment for changes to 
the Planning Scheme.

“This would allow consideration 
of currently prohibited uses where 
they might be consistent with overall 
objectives for the area.

“Examples of currently prohibited 
uses include cellar doors, boutique 
breweries, farm gates and produce 
stores, as well as event and function 
centres,” she said.

The Diary will continue to monitor 
Amendment C117’s progress and will 
have an update in coming editions.

Manningham Green Wedge planning 
amendment under Council review

Words and photos:  
ROD DUNGAN



Garden / Gifts / Cafe

Warran Glen
A perfect 
destination
everyday.

373 Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte 
(Corner Jumping Creek Rd)
Garden Centre 9844 3027/ Café 9844 1322 
www.warranglen.com.au 

Come and visit our 
Nursery and see our 
current promotion 
across all green 
life including 20% 
discount for bulk 
purchases of 5 or more 
of one plant variety. 
*excludes some stock lines.

New Autumn and 
Winter stock arriving 
daily. We are 
introducing many 
new brands including 
Walnut shoes, Elm 
clothing, Buddha 
wear, Cindy G and 
many others.

autumn 
specials

gift shop 
new stock
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By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
WE ARE BOMBARDED, on a daily basis, with all 
the horrors that occur in the world, along with the 
irresponsible and sometimes very awful things 
one person is capable of doing to another.

So, it is always extremely uplifting and hope 
filling, to hear the good side of human nature 

and how the safety or survival of a fellow human 
being can set a heroic deed into action.

On a Sunday afternoon in early March, Liz 
Marsh was enjoying her run along the river when 
she heard some cries for help and saw a young 
man; face down in the deep section of the river.

With split seconds to think, Liz’s lifeguard 

knowledge — not used for many decades — and 
her kayaking experience kicked in.

With shoes off, Liz headed into the water.
As she approached the young man, she was 

joined by Michael Wines. Michael and Liz 
instinctively worked as a team, with Michael 
flipping the young man on his back, allowing 
Liz to apply mouth-to-mouth resuscitation while 
they were still in the 
river. 

Jeff Smith then assisted 
with the exhaustive 
swim to the shore and 
a group of people lifted 
the young man up the 
steep bank to safety.

D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e, 
Liz had called out for 
someone to call 000 and 
to her relief, another 
Warrandyte community 
member, Joanne Milic 
was speaking to the 
ambulance dispatcher.

Liz then ensured that 
her patient — in a semi-conscious state — was 
placed in the recovery position, enabling Liz to 
clear his mouth and keep his airway open until 
the paramedics arrived.

Several other helpers assisted with the onshore 
recovery, such as fetching a defibrillator and 
placing a blanket over the young man.

Six ambulance officers arrived, working on the 
young man, until he could eventually be taken to 
Box Hill hospital.

Saving this young man was a wonderful joint 
effort, but was triggered by Liz’s cool-headedness.

Her background, her first aid training and 
the fact that she is a former Outdoor Education 
leader, do not take away from her brave decision 
— at 54 and with a family of her own — to jump 
in the river and save this young man while 
continuing to direct his rescue.

It was not until Liz got home and had a hot 
shower that the reality hit her and shock set in.

Although many of us 
would aid and assist to the 
best of our abilities, not 
many of us could carry out 
such a heroic deed.

T h e r e  i s  a  m o t h e r 
and a father out there 
somewhere who will be 
forever grateful to Liz and 
the other rescuers.

Thanks to Senior Sergeant 
Stewart Henderson, Liz 
has been able to make 
contact with the young 
man she rescued.

He is fully recovered from 
his ordeal and Liz is still 

hoping to connect with him soon in Warrandyte 
and “give him a big hug”.

Liz has contacted Dr. Bernadette Matthews 
PhD, Principle Research Associate at Life 
Saving Victoria, who informed her that there 
were six drownings in the Yarra river in 
Warrandyte from July 1, 2000 to June 30, 2017. 

Although there are no statistics on non-fatal 
incidents (hospitalisations), previous research 
indicated that for every drowning there are two 
non-fatal incidents.

Happy outcome for river rescue

By JO FRENCH
IN OUR OCTOBER 2017 edition, the 
Diary reported on the closure of the 
Yarra Brae Riding Centre and Agistment 
facility housed at Yarra Brae Farm.

Then business owner, Faye Flood, 
who purchased the business in 2010 
from the founders, and many other 
residents were concerned about the 
unknown future of the 290 acre/117ha 
heritage listed, river-front property at 7 
Yarra Brae Close, Wonga Park.

Upon its closure, many owners were 
devastated as they had to find new 
homes for their beloved horses and 
local riders lost access to their riding 
school and well-loved bridle paths.

The Diary can report the property is 
currently up for sale and listed with real 
estate agents, RT Edgar Yarra Valley 
with a price guide of over $6 million.

The property is being marketed with 
the potential for a tourism venture, 
accommodation or a vineyard.

Historic Yarra Brae 
up for sale

FOR OVER 10 years, Warrandyte 
Uniting Church, supported by 
Warrandyte CAN, has run the 
Riverflow Recycling program twice 
a year.

Th eir  aim is  to  pro v ide an 
opportunity for the community to 
recycle goods to already established 
programs where items are reused or 
recycled to prevent landfill.

From buttons, bras and batteries 
to computers, bikes and much more, 

the support from the community 
continues to grow amazingly.

Last November, a bumper load of 
bikes was delivered to the Engineers 
without Borders (EWB) program, 
‘Spokes in the Wheel’,  which 
provides bikes to the Sudanese 
community.

The program also offers bike 
education and maintenance.

The final step in the program is 
for each participant to receive their 

own bike.
EWB says the bikes give families 

joy and can transform lives by giving 
them access to affordable transport.

Thank you Warrandyte for your 
generous support of this valuable 
program.

Warrandyte makes the 
wheels go round

Next recycling morning is 
Saturday May 19. 
For more info:  
www.riverflow.com.au

By KEN KEAM

Photo: ANNIE MARSH-PEARSON 
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By COREY BLACKWELL
WARRANDYTE Community Bank 
Branch has celebrated its 15-year 
anniversary at a special event held on 
Friday March 23.

Over 140 shareholders, community 
group representatives, directors, staff 
members and dignitaries gathered in 
The Grand Hotel’s Riverview Room to 
acknowledge the ongoing community 
service of the bank, which since its 
inception in 2003, has donated $2.8 
million in community grants and 
sponsorships.

C o m m u n i t y  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r 
Dee Dickson, who organised the 
celebration, said the event was so 
meaningful because it was not just 
about giving money, but about 
building a sense of community.

“The number of people that came to 
me and said we value your partnership 
and the relationships that the bank 
creates and fosters, that was really 
lovely to hear,” she said.

Branch chairman Aaron Farr said in 
his speech, that ordinary customers 
helped provide valuable community 
resources and facilities just by banking 
with the local branch.

“We are giving money back, and 
that’s our way of contributing but, 
we couldn’t do that without our 
customers,” he said.

“Thank-you to everyone in this 
room, because you are the reason we 
can do that.”

According to the bank’s 2017/18 
financial reports, the branch returned 
over $400,000 in charitable donations 
to local schools, sporting clubs, 
emergency services and community 
groups in that financial year alone, 
which was nearly 80 per cent of its 
operating profit.

Mr Farr said in his speech, that the 
bank aims to grow that effort in the 
years to come.

“How nice would it be in another 
15 years to be giving back $1 million 
a year,” he said.

“Just think of what we could actually 
achieve.”

Guests heard about the positive 
impact the bank’s various donations 
and contributions have had upon the 
local community, including a $30,000 
grant awarded to the Burch Memorial 
Preschool, which allowed for much 
needed renovations and provided 
a second educational space for the 
preschool’s limited three-year-old 
program.

Burch Memorial Preschool President 
Sharmini Philp said in her speech, that 
the funding helped create a crucial 
support network for young families 
that was previously missing in Wonga 
Park.

“We don’t really have the words to 
describe the impact the Warrandyte 
Community Bank grant has had in our 
community,” she said.

“I still get goosebumps when I think 
about it.”

Ms Philp also said the preschool 
community did not just value the 
funding, but also the support, 
encouragement and guidance they 
received from the bank.

“They were actively involved and 
shared the journey with us,” she said.

“We really had no idea about the 
process at the time and the guidance 
from the Warrandyte Community 
Bank staff was amazing.”

Ms Dickson said the project was 
among those she was most passionate 
about, because the funding did not 
just provide infrastructure, but gave 
the preschool a space where young 
families could come together and 
meet. 

“It ticks every box and exemplifies 
everything we hold dear to us,” 
she said.

“Those sorts of projects really bring 
people in the community together.”

The branch also offers a scholarship 
program for f irst-time tertiar y 
students whose circumstances might 
make a university degree otherwise 
unattainable, with funding of $10,000 
delivered over the first two years of 
study.

A l e x  W a r d ,  a  n u r s i n g  a n d 
p a r a m e d i c i n e  s t u d e n t  a t  t h e 
Australian Catholic University in 
Ballarat, is currently in her second 
year of scholarship funding.

Alex, who has had to move to 
Ballarat, said the scholarship helped 
her pay for expenses such as, food, 
rent, petrol, textbooks and placement 
uniforms.

“If it was not for the scholarship, I 
would never have been able to study 
this degree,” she said.

“It’s the entire reason I can study in 
Ballarat.”

The branch, which is a franchise of 
the Bendigo and Adelaide Bank group, 
was created thanks to funding from 
locals, following the closure of the last 
of the big banks in Warrandyte.

John Provan, a founding director 
and shareholder, said in his speech 
that a volunteer steering committee 
of local business owners and club 
representatives made an enormous 
contribution in establishing the 
branch.

“We attended the local markets and 
the festival, selling shares to raise 
the necessary $600,000 plus, from 
approximately 360 shareholders, to 
commence the branch,” he said.

“It’s been a long haul and we didn’t 
dream we’d get to this stage.”

After the formalities, guests were 
able to socialise, relax, have a drink 
and enjoy the live music by Nick 
Charles and Mick Pealing.

DICK DAVIES announced at the Rotary Art Show that The Warrandyte 
Riverside Market have given back around $89,000 to the local community.

Several community organisations have been the recipients of the 
Market’s largess, with the following donations being made throughout 
the last twelve months:

Warrandyte Historical Society $5000

Warrandyte Scouts $5000

Warrandyte Sporting Group $5000

Warrandyte Cricket Club (sponsorship) $3000

Warrandyte Community Garden $2500

Warrandyte Pre-School (iPad funding) $2396

Wonga Park Junior Soccer Club $2000

Variety Club $1000

Warrandyte Pottery Expo $500

Warrandyte Primary School Trivia Night $80

This brings the tally of sponsorship and donations to the broader 
community to $26,476, a creditable figure and one of which the market 
organising committee should be commended.

The remaining three quarters of the funds “given back”, some $62,500, 
was paid in disbursements to the conglomerate of community groups, 
comprising the Warrandyte Lions Club, Warrandyte Community 
Association, Warrandyte and Donvale Rotary, Warrandyte Community 
Church and North Warrandyte CFA, who form the committee that 
oversees the operation of the monthly event.

The Lions Club receiving $15,000, while the Community Association, 
Rotary and North Warrandyte CFA each receiving $10,000 for their 
trouble.

The Warrandyte Community Church received $7,500 and the Rotary 
Art Shows were given $5,000 per year, with two donations falling in this 
year’s accounting, bringing Rotary’s total return up to $20,000.

Well done to the organising committee for taking the market from 
strength to strength and making the Warrandyte Riverside Market a 
drawcard for locals and tourists alike.

Community 
investment

Bank celebrates 15 years of “giving back”

Market money
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“IS THE ORANGE juice 
freshly squeezed?”

“Is the ice in this coffee 
crushed or in cubes?”

P e r f e c t l y  s i m p l e 
questions which someone 
may ask the waiting staff 
when one finds oneself 
perusing a café menu.

I am certain, in cafes 
f r o m  M e l b o u r n e  t o 
Marrakesh, I have asked 
similar questions.

But not once did I think 
about these questions 
from the point of view 
of the person taking the 
order.

L i k e  m o s t  p e o p l e 
do when the y are  in 
their  teens and early 
twenties,  I  worked in 
the service industry; in 
food preparation areas 
in supermarkets and for 
a time a small wine shop 
in London — but I never 
worked in a café.

Sure, I frequented them, 
frequently — sometimes 
(often), the coffee coursing 
through my veins was the 
only reason I turned up to 
lectures.

Then as an aspiring 
writer — back in the days 

of house sharing and 
when Wi-Fi was only in 
abundance at the local 
Starbucks — I spent my 
time in cafes, nursing 
a panini and a tr iple 
strength Americano whilst 
trying to crank out the next 
great epic novel on my 
$400 Dell.

All those hours and all 
that money spent in these 
caffeine shrines, in many 
ways, got me where I am 
today.

So as Easter reared its 
chocolaty head, I jumped 
at the opportunity to pay 
it forward, to give back in 
some way and volunteered 
to help out at Now and 
Not Yet to support their 
programs for refugees and 
for mental health.

‘Helping out’ conjured 
i m a g e s  o f  b e i n g 
somewhere out back.

Maybe doing the washing 
up or lugging drums of 
mayonnaise from storage, 
so I was a little thrown 
when manager Dan asked 
if myself, and my partner 
in crime Sandi, wanted to 
wait tables and proceeded 
to show us how to use “the 

opinion

Writers 
in cafes

system”.
The jobs I imagined to 

be doing, and secretly 
coveted for the first hour 
or so, had been taken up 
by the Parkers; Michelle, 
Charlie and Jack were 
busy helping out in the 
kitchen and clearly having 
an awesome time.

Luckily the café was 
not too busy on Easter 
Sunday lunchtime — 
although busy enough for 
we volunteer waiters and 
waitresses.

Our four hour shift of 
taking orders, delivering 
orders to tables (without 
spi l l ing or  tr ipping), 
clearing tables, cleaning 
tables and so on, felt like 
sixteen at times — and I 
appreciate the patience 
of manager Dan, owner 
Derrek and the customers 
as I endeavoured to look 
like I knew what I was 
doing and maintain a 

smooth service.
Writing and editing 

a local newspaper is a 
taxing task at times and is 
often stressful and tiring, 
at times it is one of the 
most challenging things I 
have ever had to do, but 
waiting tables is harder, 
much harder.

I tip my hat to the waiting 
staff of the world, your job 
is tough at times.

Despite the challenges, 
volunteering at Now and 
Not Yet was a rewarding 
experience and something 
I would most certainly sign 
up for again in the future.

Not only is the food and 
coffee they make awesome 
b u t  t h e  c a f é  o w n e r 
and staff ’s positivity is 
infectious — and the work 
they do in the community 
is remarkable.

However, as day jobs go, 
I think I will stick to editing 
newspapers.

Photo: MICHELLE PARKER 
Charlie Parker having a smashing time

AS REPORTED last month, Diary sports 
reporter Mikey Di Petta also took the 
plunge and shaved off his famous 
dreadlocks at an event hosted by the 
Grand Hotel.

Smashing his original goal of $5000, 
he raised $7837.69 for the Leukaemia 
Foundation.

He said he was inspired to do the 
shave because of the efforts of a few 
friends in years past, and because of 
some family history with cancer. 

“The opportunity to make a difference 
and change people’s lives for something 
as easy as shaving my head was a 
no brainer for me, and the whole 
experience was incredibly humbling. 

“ I  w a s  e xt re m e l y  t o u c h e d  by 
everybody’s generosity and selflessness 
throughout  the whole  process. 
“Special thanks need to go to the Grand 
Hotel Warrandyte, who allowed me to 
place a donation box in the public bar, 
which raised well over $1000.” 

The event itself was  a great success, 
over 100 people attended to watch the 
shave occur. 

The chance to cut off the first dread 
was put up for auction - and went for 
over $200. 

“Everyone was then able to pay $5 
to cut off a dreadlock, before local 
hairdresser Casey Ryan shaved my 
head,” he said.

The Grand also donated all proceeds 
from a month of their Friday night meat 
raffle to Mikey’s World’s Greatest Shave 
campaign and pledged a large total out 
of their own pocket towards the cause.

“Without their support, I never would 
have raised the total I did.

“Special mentions to venue manager 
Peter Appleby, function manager 
Caitlin O’Connor (who helped organise 
the actual shave event) and Zach 
Ballard who MC’d the event.

“Spe cial  thanks  must  a ls o  be 
extended to my family, my friends, the 
community of Warrandyte and patrons 
of The Grand, and also the Warrandyte 
Football Club who were incredibly 
supportive”.

And doesn’t Mikey just rock his  
new do!

Mikey’s greatest shave

By JAMES POYNER
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By DEE DICKSON
THIS YEAR, the Mayor of 
Manningham City Council, 
Andrew Conlon, has selected 
Fireball as the chosen charity of 
his annual Mayoral Ball.

Cr Conlon told the Diary 
one of the reasons he became 
a councillor was because his 
home almost burnt down in the 
Warrandyte fires in 2014.

“The CFA do a fantastic job 
and it’s important they have 
the resources to keep protecting 
our community.”

The Fireball  committee 
is working with council, to 
deliver the 2018 Mayoral 
Fireball event, which will be 
on Saturday October 27, 7pm 
at the Manningham Function 
Centre, Doncaster.

“ This year,  the Mayoral 
Fireball will raise funds for 
the CFA.

“Fundraising plays a critical 
role in purchasing equipment 
for our local CFA brigades,” said 

Cr Conlon.
The local  CFA brigades 

are part of the CFA network 
covering all of Victoria.

They respond to emergency 
events, including fires, road 
crashes, rescue operations, 
and also provide support in 
neighbouring brigade areas.

CFA brigades also respond 
alongside the Metropolitan 
Fire Brigade (MFB) as well 

as other emergency service 
organisations.

T h e  b r i g a d e s  f r o m 
W a r r a n d y t e ,  S o u t h 
Warrandyte, North Warrandyte 
and Wonga Park have come 
together and decided that 
the event will fundraise for 
a Forward Control Vehicle 
(FCV) — a four-wheel drive off 
road vehicle of an appropriate 
size to operate in the bush.

This is the command and 
control vehicle, it also operates 
the perimeter checks and 
transports strike teams.

It is replacing a 13-year-
old vehicle housed at South 
Warrandyte station and is a 
volunteer only vehicle.

This ensures that if the staffed 
vehicles are out fighting fires 
across the state that our area 
has a dedicated FCV to manage 
and strategize local bushfire 
response.

The optimal setup for this 
appliance is a 200 Series 

LandCruiser wagon or twin 
cab, to carry five people, with 
V8 twin turbo diesel, snorkel 
air intake, multi terrain anti-
lock braking system, portable 
UHF CB Radio along with CFA 
radios, lights, siren and livery.

An FCV would be used in a 
range of incident management 
roles  including;  incident 
control in a level one fire or 
incident, Sector Commander, 
Strike Team Leader, Ground 
Obser ver or Staging Area 
activities for level two or three 
incidents.

$85K is the target to purchase 
this vehicle.

H e a d  o f  t h e  F i r e b a l l 
committee, Julie Quinton, told 
the Diary that it was everyone’s 
responsibility to ensure both 
our own safety and that of the 
fire fighters who volunteer to 
protect us.

“We chose to live in these 
beautiful bushy areas, the 
very least we can do, as a 

community, is to ensure our 
CFA volunteers have the most 
up-to-date equipment to help 
keep them safe”, she said.

Mayor Conlon told the Diary 
that he would urge everyone to 
get behind the Mayoral Fireball.

“If you can’t attend the event, 
you can take part in our online 
auction.

“Sponsorship opportunities 

are also available for any 
businesses who want to get 
involved,” he said.

Cr Conlon said that he hopes 
the Mayoral Fireball is able to 
raise both funds and awareness 
in the community.

“It’s important that everyone 
has a plan and knows how to 
respond in an emergency,” said 
Cr Conlon.

By TRACEY MAILE
THREE LOCAL Warrandyte 
sisters, Brianna (13), Cassie (12) 
and Hailey (10) May decided 
to follow in big sister Amelie’s 
footsteps and took the ‘Be Brave 
and Shave’ challenge in March.

Warrandyte Primary School 
were the proud hosts of the 
event, attended by supportive 
fellow students from Brianna 
a n d  A m e l i e ’ s  s c h o o l , 
Templestowe College, as well 
as the students and teachers at 
Warrandyte Primary.

“We wanted to do this because 
we know someone who is a 
leukaemia survivor,” said 10 

year old Hailey.
“ S h e  w a s  p a r t  o f  o u r 

Warrandyte school community 
and when she was diagnosed a 
couple of years ago, our sister 
Amelie and one of our teachers, 
Rick decided to do the World’s 
Greatest Shave challenge to 
fundraise and show their 
support for the battle she was 
going through.

“This year my mum knows 
someone else who has been 
diagnosed with leukaemia 
and so Brianna, Cassie and I 
decided we wanted to do the 
challenge too,” said Hailey.

“This is such an important 
fundraiser,” explains teacher 

Rick Griffiths, “we knew that 
the money being raised helps 
push along wonderful advances 
that are happening in research, 
but we also discovered that a 
significant part of the money 
raised provides support to 
p a t i e n t s  g o i n g  t h r o u g h 
treatment.

“Blood cancer is still the third 
most common cause of cancer 
death in Australia, but every 
year the odds of surviving it 
improve, partly due to the 
money that’s raised during 
the World’s Greatest Shave,” 
he said.

The May girls’ mum, Charissa 
explained that the challenge is 

greater than just having your 
hair cut off or coloured on a 
particular day.

“Having your hair shaved is 
one thing,” she told the Diary, 
“but the whole point of doing 
it is to draw attention to the 
topic of blood cancer and raise 
awareness and support for 
the fundraising effort over an 
extended period of time.

“For anyone who is naturally 
shy, having people watching 
your hair being shaved off can 
be pretty confronting, but then 
the follow up is the discussion 
that it generates because you 
are a walking advertisement 
for the World’s Greatest Shave 

for weeks afterwards.
“When the girls said they 

wanted to do it this year, we had 
to be sure that they would be 
able to talk to people about the 
fundraising effort, to help raise 
that awareness, generate the 
discussion and to encourage 
everyone to donate,” said 
Charissa.

So far, the May girls have 
raised $2,660 online as well as 
cash donations, and it is still not 
too late to donate.

2018 is the 20th anniversary 
of the World’s Greatest Shave 
and the donated money goes 
towards funding vital research 
that will help more people 

survive blood cancers like 
lymphoma, leukaemia and 
myeloma, while also improving 
their quality of life.
If you would like to donate to 
the May sisters visit:
Bit.ly/TheMayz

Frock up for 2018 Mayoral Fireball

Amazing May sisters lose their locks for Leukaemia Foundation

Photo: SANDI MILLER
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By DON HUGHES
NO MOON shone that night. 

Aussie navigator, Don Charlwood, 
guided a Lancaster Bomber at high 
altitude through the cold, dark skies 
over occupied Europe. 

It was the winter of 1942. 
The close-knit crew of Aussies and 

Brits sat silently with him, survival 
odds teasing their souls. 

It was their twenty-eighth operation. 
Would it be their last? 
The target was Essen, deep in enemy-

held territory. 
Don and his experienced crew had 

flown this same operation seven times 
previously. 

As they approached their target, they 
didn’t know that this was to be their 
worst ever raid. 

Fifty Bombers however, is a powerful 
and daunting force.

After unleashing their payload of 
bombs, the West Australian pilot 

struggled to find an escape route out 
of the target area. 

Sheer terror rose within Don, and the 
rest of the crew, as an enemy fighter 
dived at them from above, through 
the flak and searchlights, punctuated 
by close shell bursts. 

It passed below them, and then 
vanished. 

Somehow, against the odds, Don and 
his crew had survived again.

The next day, the English papers 
reported that the operation had 
“bombed at a rate of twelve tons a 
minute but that twenty-one crews 
were lost!” 

In his internal grief, Don reflected 
on the horror inflicted on innocent 
civilians but also felt the tragic loss of 
so many young aircrew. 

Never was the horror of war so 
deeply driven into his whole being. 

His crew felt the same. 
Ultimately, they all completed a 

tour of 30 operations over occupied 
Europe, and some completed many 
more. 

A rare and tenacious effort.

More than half a century later…
I had the opportunity to meet, and 

befriend, this Australian navigator. 
I had not long retired from the 

Australian Regular Army. 
My roles had included a United 

Nations Operation in Mozambique 
(ONUMOZ) (1994-95)  clearing 
landmines, designed to cause horror 
and physical mutilation against an 
innocent civilian population.

Despite a 40-year age difference, 
Don Charlwood and I, befriended 
each other through our different, but 
surprisingly similar, experiences of 
war abroad. 

We became like two close brothers, 
bonded by the feelings of the terror 
inflicted on civilians, the loss of life 

of our own comrades, and the overall 
devastating human tragedy of war. 

My connection to Don taught me a 
deep insight into this often-horrible 
result of war: it had a profound and 
lasting effect.

We discussed openly, and often 
bluntly, but always quietly, about these 
issues for hours. 

As  a  result ,  we were able  to 
console each other, we both came 
to understand the full impact of the 
futility of War. 

Don and I had both experienced the 
damage war can bring to innocent 
civilians. 

We had both experienced the terror 
of knowing your “number can come 
up” as a serviceperson quickly — 
whether over the skies of Europe or in 
the minefields of an African country. 

We had both treaded a thin tightrope 
of life and death.

To complicate this, both of us came 
back home (as many Veterans of all 
conflicts do) to a community that did 
not fully understand or appreciate the 
service we gave to our country and 
broader humanity. 

The innate Australian spirit drove 
both of us to do what we had to do. 

On deep reflection, we actually did 
“a good job”, in the most horrific of 
circumstances. 

Sometimes, good people have to 
“stand up”, and face adversity head on.

At home, Don Charlwood went on 
to be a prolific writer: his two classics 
All the Green Year about his boyhood 
experiences in Frankston, and No 
Moon Tonight which gives a profound 
insight into the inner lives of the 
aircrew of Bomber Command, their 

hopes and fears and the appalling 
human cost ; are both enthralling 
reads.  

I was able to continue my mission in 
Mozambique, by assisting in furthering 
the international landmine debate at 
home and also abroad. 

My supreme joy is that Mozambique 
was the first landmine affected country 
in the world, in 2015, to be declared 
“Landmine free”.  

Don Charlwood was a man I 
cherished and befriended: he helped 
me grapple with, and understand, the 
mindlessness and futility of war.

By MICK WOIWOD (aka Murrup Ngulu)
Friends of the Kangaroo Ground War 
Memorial Park.
NOVEMBER this year marks the Centenary of 
the signing of the Armistice Treaty which at 
11am on November 11, 1918 ended hostilities 
in World War I.

Plans are currently afoot for major events to 
play out on the big day on the forecourt of the 
Kangaroo Ground War Memorial Tower.

Amongst these will be the unveiling of a 
rock and plaque listing the names of 12 local 
Aboriginal servicemen who — having enlisted 
in the Australian Army and served overseas in 
World War I — have never received the honour 
of having their names listed on any subsequent 
Yarra Valley War Memorial.

Amongst those 12 soldiers had been L/Cpl 
Walter Franklin and his brothers, Leslie and 
Albert, the present-day great grandparents 

and/or Great grand-uncles of Lance “Buddy” 
Franklin, Australia’s highly acclaimed and 
highest paid AFL Footballer.

What a revealing example of how Australian 
attitudes have changed.

Condemned to oblivion in 1918, the family 
has since been allowed time and space to 
emerge from the shadows and become the 
toast of the national game.

Some may ask, but why a memorial to 12 
such soldiers in Kangaroo Ground?

All 12 men had enlisted as residents of 
the Coranderrk Aboriginal Reserve outside 
Healesville and that both it and Healesville 
had been part of the greater Shire of Eltham 
until 1912; likewise, nearby Christmas Hills 
had been part of the Shire of Healesville until 
as recently as 1995.

Currently under way is a complete makeover 
of the story appearing on the panels within the 

park’s Moor-rul viewing platform, ‘Farmers 
and Aborigines’ is being changed to a never 
before told story titled, ‘Out of Africa’, tracing 
the Wurundjeri’s exodus from Africa during 
the later stages of the last Ice-Age and their 
reappearance in Kangaroo Ground some 
55,000 years ago.

Also, planned for the upper slopes of 
Kangaroo Ground’s highest hill in 2018, will 
be the setting in place of a Frontier War Rock 
memorialising those Wurundjeri who died 
fighting for their home country in the years 
after 1838, when the local squatter Henry
Arthur had established a palisaded  
outstation manned by Ticket-of- 
Leave Convicts.

The location of this  
outstation is where  
Kangaroo Ground 
Tower stands today.

Warrandyte residents will have 
seen local Don Hughes out 
with his assistance dog, Zeus, 
specially trained to help Don 
with post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD), associated 
with his military service 
as a landmine clearer in 
Mozambique.

As ANZAC day approaches, 
Don wanted to share with Diary 
readers Zeus’ other work, as 
an honorary Army Engineer 
(or “Sapper”) — the Official 
Mascot for the Royal Australian 
Engineers (RAE) Association.

Temporary Sapper Zeus, has undertaken a 
broad array of ceremonial and representational 
duties in the last 12 months, representing the 
Victorian Sapper community well, and with 
vigour, on a multitude of “canine crusades”.

In the past year, this has included ceremonial 
duties at a number of ANZAC Day and 
Remembrance Day activities; visits to Fort 
Queenscliff, the Officer Cadet School and 
Fort Nepean at Portsea; The Army Apprentice 
School at Balcombe along with the Vietnam 
Veterans’ Memorial in Seymour and with the 
Prisoners of War Memorial in Ballarat.

While in Ballarat, as a bit of a military history 
and heritage buff, Zeus took time out to 
explore Eureka Stockade, Sovereign Hill, the 
Australian Prime Ministers Heritage Park and 
The Australian Ex-Prisoners of War Memorial.

Zeus also represented the Victorian Sappers 
at a number of official functions: the Victorian 
Veterans Story Writing & Art Competition; the 
Opening of “Sapper Lane” at the Heidelberg 
Repatriation Hospital along with various 
schools and kindergarten visits, dog park 
openings and aged care and hospital visits.

Zeus attends a number of meetings: The 
Southern Region Corps Committee at the Royal 

Exchange Hotel near Southern Cross Railway 
Station (he loves travelling by train, bus, 
taxi and uber); RAE Association committee 
meetings (Zeus recently hosted one on “his” 
deck in Warrandyte); meetings of the Veteran 
Liaison Team, Art Therapy and “Colour patch” 
Museum at the “Repat” (part of Austin Health).

All is not just work and play for Zeus: he 
visited the respite units in Rye for a well-
deserved holiday over the summer.

In the autumn, Zeus visited “Camp Sapper” at 
Wartook (near Wattle Creek) in the Grampians.

As all sappers know, it is also important to 
look after your physical and mental health. 

Zeus regularly jogs with his “personal trainer”, 
Dan, along the Yarra River in Warrandyte and 
has visited the PTSD rehabilitation patients 
on a number of occasions at the Repat 
including the Gymnasium, Ward 17 and the 
hydrotherapy pool.

Zeus also trains with his fellow “Young 
Diggers” Assistance Dog Group at Melton.

As well as children, the elderly and his 
fellow Sappers, Zeus just loves playing with 
other dogs. 

He has a great tennis ball collection!

Don on Don: the futility of war

Zeus the canine crusader

ANZAC 
DAY 

SERVICE
Warrandyte RSL

The march commences from 
Whipstick Gully Road at 10:30am 
with service commencing at the 
Warrandyte RSL at 11am.
Service will be followed by 
morning tea and refreshments 
in the club rooms. 
Donations of finger food would 
be greatly appreciated and may 
be delivered to the club rooms 
from 8:30am Anzac day.

Aboriginal ANZACs to be honoured 



138-140 Yarra Street  Warrandyte  |  T (03) 9844 4044 
info@meetmenextdoor.com  |  www.meetmenextdoor.com

MOTHER’S DAY 
FOUR COURSE LUNCH
Treat your mum this Mother’s Day at Next Door. 

Four course share menu; includes a glass of bubbles $65pp  
Also serving breakfast from 8am-11am. Taking bookings now.

www.warrandyteriversidemarket.com.au

Just the thought of  
everything fresh...lovely

Upcoming markets  
Saturday 5th May and 
Saturday 2nd June
Market hours are 8am-1pm.
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Traditional cold fire burning-off season
By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories

THIS TIME of year was very important 
to Aboriginal people in traditional 
times.

Mid-April to mid-May each year was 
the common burning-off period across 
much of Australia.

Burning-off could occur at other 
times but this was the real season.

This  co ol  but  dr y  four-w e ek 
window was the time to get rid of the 
accumulated summer grass so as not 
to pose a bushfire threat the following 
summer. 

It  was the primar y means of 
managing the whole ecology and 
ensuring the continuing productivity 
of the land.

The use of fire as a tool of ecological 
management was not appreciated by 
early settlers or scientists, with the 
term ‘firestick farming’ first being 
coined by the archaeologist Rhys Jones 
in 1969.

His research put a time frame of 
human occupation in Australia of 
around 40,000 years.

However,  in  1985 the Indian 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t  G u r d i p  S i n g h 
dramatically changed this.

His analysis of sedimentary core 
samples at Lake George in NSW 
showed regular human firing of the 
environment had been occurring for 
more than 120,000 years.

When Captain Cook (actually 
Lieutenant at the time) sailed up the 
east coast of Australia in April and 
May 1770, what he recorded was most 
interesting.

He saw thick smoke along the eastern 
ranges and speculated that the natives 
were probably using fire to drive game 
out into the open to be hunted.

He was quite wrong, but it has 
since become an enduring myth that 
Aboriginal people used fire to hunt 
game.

The reality is that fire was used 

extensively across the continent as 
a land management tool and any 
association with hunting was quite 
serendipitous.

In fact, before full scale burning-
off began, Aboriginal people would 
usually ensure that animals were 
herded into safe areas.

What Cook saw was the mid-April 
to mid-May burning-off season of 
eastern Australia in full swing.

Typically, the weather at this time is 
cool but relatively dry.

Most of the April rain falls in the first 
half of the month and the May rain in 
the second half. 

The early April rain dampens the 
dry summer grass and the slight 
to moderate winds do not fan the 
grassfires out of control.

Additionally, the mosaic pattern of 
burning employed meant that lit areas 
burnt back onto each other and could 
not form a fire front.

This in turn meant that whilst the 

smouldering fires generated a lot of 
smoke, the flames were low and did 
not get into the canopy of the trees.

As everyone in Australia knows, our 
terrible bushfires are caused when the 
eucalyptus from gum trees explodes 
into fireballs that race across the tree 
tops.

A whole forest can explode into 
flames in a few seconds.

Aboriginal people were therefore 
expert at managing “cold fires”, 
so called because they generated 
enormous amounts of smoke, but very 
little flame or heat.

Many settlers often expressed 
amazement at how Aboriginal people 
wandered calmly out of what seemed 
to be forest infernos.

What was being witnessed however 
was ‘mosaic pattern, cold fire burning’.

This situation was brought home 
graphically to me about 30 years ago. 

I had the unforgettable experience 
of being with the iconic Gunditjmara 

E l d e r,  Ba n j o  C la rke,  w h e n  h e 
conducted some burning off in the 
Framlingham Forest.

This forest was near Warrnambool in 
Victoria’s western district and Banjo 
had inherited the role of Traditional 
Keeper of the Forest.

I had turned up in late April wanting 
to talk to Banjo about a book I had in 
mind.

However, he simply held up his hand 
and said “You write the book and I’ll 
put my name to it.”

It was a flattering statement of trust.
He had important things to do and 

said we could talk while we were in 
the forest.

He did not explain anything of what 
he was doing or why, so I just had to 
observe and try to figure out for myself 
what I was witnessing.

It literally took years for me to do so.
Banjo started at the northeast end 

of the forest and just wandered back 
and forth in a generally southwest 

direction, lighting fires as he went and 
then waiting until the fire had burnt a 
patch of ground.

He then continued his meander, 
again lighting fires in a seemingly 
haphazard way.

Slightly damp from dew, the grass 
smoldered and burnt slowly with the 
gentle south-westerly zephyr, toward 
the already burnt grass behind us.

Meanwhile it generated smoke that 
filled the forest behind us.

When we finally emerged from 
the forest we were near his house 
overlooking the Hopkins River.

The smoke rising up from the forest 
made it look like we had just left a 
blazing inferno in which we had no 
right to survive.

In reality we had experienced not 
the slightest discomfort from either 
smoke or flame. 

It was my indelible introduction to 
burning-off season.



It was a real honour having the 
opportunity to present at the 
February 2018 meeting of the 
Rotary Club of Warrandyte and 
Donvale. This opportunity gave 
me insight into all the amazingly 
wonderful projects with which 
they are involved. I’m in awe of 
the members of the Rotary Club 
of Warrandyte and Donvale, and 
what they bring to the community.

Born in Parramatta NSW, lived 
in numerous cities and towns in 
NSW, attended too numerous 
schools to mention, moved to 
Melbourne 1984, mother of 
two children, now both married, 
a wife, a volunteer of 40 years 
to several different causes, and 
now a grandmother, it would be 
fair to say that I have lived and continue to live 
a very fulfilling and fortunate life.

Over the past 40 years I’ve seen many 
changes in the banking world. Through 
my journey I’ve been very fortunate to 
have worked in many areas of banking like 
retail, business, international, corporate and 
institutional, accounting, fraud and risk, and I 
was even the State Manager of Victoria for the 

Australasian Institute of Banking and Finance . 

When I started my Banking career in 1978, 
I never thought that 40 years later, I would 
be the first female Bank Manager of the 
Warrandyte Community Bank, a bank 
that makes such a difference to its local 
community.

My passion to be part of a local community 
and lead the Warrandyte Community 
Bank Branch to achieve bigger and better 
outcomes, by the services we provide and by 
giving back to the local community, excites 
me to no end. I just love the concept that every 
time people bank with their local Warrandyte 

Community Bank Branch, the 
bottom line increases allowing 
us to provide more funds for 
our community.

Now celebrating 15 years of 
operation, it is wonderful to 
reflect on what the Warrandyte 
Community Bank Branch has 
contributed, not only to banking 

services offered to the local communities, but 
to returning $2.8 million to over 60 local 
groups within Warrandyte, Park Orchards, 
Wonga Park and surrounding areas. The 
strength of our Community Bank is built on 
the back of our community in partnership with 
these community groups, like the Rotary Club 
of Warrandyte and Donvale. 

Cheryl Meikle

Achieving bigger and better outcomes

From left: David George, Steve Ennor, Cheryl Meikle, Kevin Hall and Rick Pennicott

New Rotary members always welcome.
For enquiries call 0412 075 638
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Warrandyte environment and mining
Words & photos PETER HANSON

nature

ALMOST ALWAYS when we associate 
mining and the environment it is in a 
detrimental way.

Initially in the greater Warrandyte 
area this was the case.

However, mining has benefited the 
area in more recent times.

When the early gold miners arrived 
in Warrandyte in late 1851, the low-
lying areas were worked intensely 
for alluvial gold deposits for another 
decade.

After the late 1850s quartz mining 
became more prevalent.

The last large-scale boom occurred 
in the early 1900s and then mining 
had almost ceased by the start of the 
First World War.

By this time numerous shafts were 
sunk in the Warrandyte area and also 
some horizontal tunnels.

The area was devoid of large trees as 
they were used for construction and 
to furnace boilers to power the mines 
machinery.

Since that time the bushland and 
trees have begun to grow back. The 
current trees are smaller in size and 
girth to what they used to be, larger 
trees are essential for many local 
animals as they develop hollows in 
which they nest.  

The bushland has flourished in 
remaining mining reserves that were 
largely set aside for non-development 
and remained crown land either as a 
recreation or timber reserve.

In the late 1970s these reserves were 
reverted into the State Parks that exist 
today.

Large-scale Doroit Dyke operations 
(fine quartz rather than wider reefs) 
occurred in Black Flat and The 
Common. Reef mining occurred in 
Scotchmans Hill (First Hill), Third Hill 
(David Road), Fourth Hill, Fifth Hill 
and Pig-Tail Hill areas.

The Chase and Stony Creek reserve 
areas were intensely alluvial-mined in 
the early 1860s. 

The Pound Bend Reserve was 
established to form an alluvial venture 
in 1871 using the tunnel to divert the 
river.

So it is important to emphasise that 
the establishment of the Warrandyte 
State Parks could not have occurred 
without gold mining in Warrandyte.

Today almost all shafts are filled in or 
blocked off near the surface.

Most of the horizontal tunnels are 
either permanently blocked off or 
gated.

The tunnels that exist are also of 
environmental significance with 
various local animals using them as 
homes.

Such animals that I have seen 
include wombats, various bat species 
and bird species such as swallows and 
pardalotes.

Wombats
The wombat habitat  includes 

woodlands, shrub-lands, heath, 

coastal  regions,  and hil ly  and 
mountainous regions.

They seem to prefer wetter, forested, 
rocky regions that are cooler.

They also prefer sloping ground for 
proper burrow drainage.

Bats
The common bent-wing bat forms 

large colonies.
Most of these colonies are formed in 

large caves or mines.
In these roosting sites the common 

bent-wing bat establishes its colony 
which traps body heat and raises the 
temperature of the roost higher than 
the surrounding portions of the cave.

This method of trapping warmth 
is used to reduce energy loss from 
shivering.

Also, they will often enter hollows 
through small openings that prevent 
predators from entering.

The common bent-wing bat migrates 
multiple times a year depending on 
weather and I have noticed them 
roosting mainly in the cooler months.

The southern myotis bats roost in tree  

hollows, caves, mines, and man-made 
structures, often close to water.

Sometimes they are found roosting 
in roofs and ceilings.

They generally roost together in 
smaller colonies.

Spotted pardalotes
The spotted pardalote is one of 

Australia’s smallest birds.
It builds its nest in a long horizontal 

tunnel dug into the soil of creek banks 
or in similar embankments such as 
shafts.

The nest itself is spherical, made 
from strips of bark, and built in a 
chamber at the end of the tunnel.

Pardalotes are usually seen foraging 
for invertebrates in the crowns of 
eucalypt trees. 

Swallows
This fast-flying small bird has 

acrobatic skills to enable it to catch a 
wide variety of insects whilst in flight.

There are numerous swallow nests in 
the ceiling of the Pound Bend tunnel.

Each nest consists of an open cup 
made from mud and grass.

Common bent-wing bat

Southern myotis bat

Common wombat



Should you wish to become a part of the Lions, 
joining them in giving back to our local community, 
you can contact the Lions President Jenni Dean 
0401 963 583

The Lions Club of Warrandyte 
thank you, the community, for 
your generous support and 
bountiful donations to their  
Op Shop. 

The funds raised go back into 
the community to assist other 
organisations, schools and 
individuals. 

The Lions — locally, nationally and 
universally — have many other 
projects that also benefit the wider 
community. 

Your local Lions continue to 
provide a day of immense thrills 
with “In The Driver’s Seat”, an 
annual event where visually 
challenged individuals are able 
to drive a car around Sandown 
Racecourse.  

Our heartfelt appreciation goes to 
our Op Shop volunteers who offer 
their time willingly, so the Lions are 
able to continue to support varied 
projects like this.

If you would like to volunteer 
please contact the Op Shop 
manager Annie Watkins 
Ph: 9844 4392

THANK YOU

Anne Haliday – a willing volunteer!
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A PARTICULAR pleasure of camping 
is the amount of time spent outdoors, 
especially when camping in a tent, 
with spectacular weather.

This year we had glorious days of 
sunshine and nights cool enough for 
a fire, but no fear of freezing in our 
sleep — sometimes it gets a bit rough 
out there.

The kids jump on their bikes the 
moment they wake up and head off to 
their ‘secret place’ by the river, where 
they take their Pokemon cards for 
battle — and grown-ups are strictly 
not allowed.

We take it a little slower, fill the kettle, 
light the stove, wait for the kettle to 

boil, find a clean mug, perhaps rinse 
one from yesterday, look for the coffee 
plunger, hunt through the eskies and 
then sit in a camp chair and take all the 
time you want.

And there is so much time — the day 
stretches out in languid warmth and 
nothing is seeking our attention.

Allegedly I have the same amount 
of time in a day at home, but I think 
someone is tricking me.

Here there is no rush, and its belly 
rumbles and hovering kids that alert 
us to meal times.

When the weather and the wasps 
cooperate, camping is pure loveliness.

Well… most of the time.

For the night is dark and full of 
terrors, like… well, babies.

In daylight hours I’m happy to chat 
with my camp neighbours about how 
their little one is already a seasoned 
camper at only six months old, and 
how adorable she is in her special 
outdoor gear.

As for the family across the way, their 
little one is as cute as a button.

I’m pretty sure they were the only 
two around.

Well, that’s all I could find, but the 
night seems to stretch time and space 
and sound, and at 3am I am certain 
there are more than just two babies.

The friends we camp with are two of 

the most joy filled and happy souls 
you would ever meet, but after a night 
or two of babies in tents, they have 
replaced their traditional rousing call 
of ‘Good Morning’ with a deep groan, a 
slow head shake and utterances under 
their breath.

H o w e v e r,  w i t h  t h e  m o r n i n g 
sunshine and our first cup of coffee, 
disgruntlement soon fades and we are 
back to loveliness again.

This trip I was determined to seize 
every opportunity that came my way — 
I was prepared to jump, swim, cycle or 
do whatever was in front of me.

And I did.
For the first 48 hours.

Then injury took over and instead of 
jumping right in, I cradled a sore hand 
for the next few days.

The bike path is an invitation to 
even the most amateur rider to go 
adventuring, so we had packed up and 
shipped out for the day.

Coming home, I hit the gravel and it 
was all over for me.

While I lay in a crumpled heap, not 
able to get myself up, others came to 
my rescue.

A good sized piece of gravel was now 
embedded in my hand and it was time 
to go and introduce it to the friendly 
staff at the local hospital.

They know about bikes and injuries 
— especially at Easter — and a few 
hours later, I left with stitches in my 
hand and a directive to NOT do the 
dishes for a week (thank you), or play 
in the river (sad face!)

So my plans have changed — my 
‘can do’ eagerness lays sprawled on 
the floor like a cyclist in the dirt and 
I find myself nursing disappointment 
alongside my hand.

Though I could joke about not doing 
the dishes, I felt I’d lost out, big time, 
on this trip we had all been looking 
forward to.

Wallowing.
But then I thought about the original 

challenge I had set for myself — to be 
prepared to take on any opportunity… 
and right in front of me was the 
loveliest of opportunities. 

When do we ever get too much time 
to sit with good friends and family.

Now my days were about sitting 
in the sun, hanging out with one of 
my beautiful friends, listening to the 
stories of the returning adventurers 
and cheering them on from the river’s 
edge.

We sat on camp chairs and let the 
slow wash over us.

It was indeed the loveliest of camping 
trips after all.

The joy of getting away from it all
By JO FRENCH

corner of my eye



110 yarra st, warrandyte  t (03) 9844 3202      
info@grandhotelwarrandyte.com.au | grandhotelwarrandyte.com.au

Spoil Mum at The Grand this Mother’s Day.  
The Grand Bistro is taking bookings for Sunday 13th May.  

Book early to avoid disappointment.  
Our Bistro is open for both lunch and dinner.

MOTHER’S DAY

www.fireball.org.au

Saturday 27 October 
Manningham Function Centre

699 Doncaster Road, Doncaster 
Funds raised from the 2018 Mayoral Fireball will go towards 

purchasing a Forward Control Vehicle for our local CFA brigades. 

SAVE THE

DATE

Proudly supporting:
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By SANDI MILLER
JUST AS THE wedding industry has 
seen marriage moving away from the 
church, with couples opting to wed in 
a place or in a way in which they can 
share deeper meaning, there is a rising 
trend in funerals, where services are 
moving away from the chapel, with 
families opting for funeral services on 
beaches, in football clubs and in their 
own homes.

Anne and David Allison, of Oakdale 
Funerals are one of a growing number 
of independent funeral directors 
challenging the status quo when it 
comes to how we farewell our loved 
ones.

Anne and David sat down with the 
Diary to explain the changes to the 
funeral industry, with the community 
growing tired of the high costs and 
limited choices offered by traditional 
funerals.

“For such a long time people have 
been thinking that funerals have to be 
done in a funeral director’s chapel, but 
it doesn’t have to be like that …they 
also don’t have to pay the money they 
think they need to pay, they don’t have 
to be channelled along certain paths 
they think they need to be on — we 
can offer those funerals that everyone 
expects a funeral to be — but we also 
do beautiful funerals in lovely venues,” 
she said.

Anne and David went on to say 
how just because something is more 
expensive does not mean it is better.

“People think you have got to spend 
big and go with a big company to get 
the best, but it is probably the reverse 
— because the smaller ones will take 
much more care, much more detail 
and be more thorough,” she said.

“And spend more time too… it is 
hard work putting a good service 
together – if you cut and paste it is quite 
easy, but we don’t do that — because 
everyone is an individual — it is all 

about coordination, just making sure 
everything runs smoothly — that is 
one thing that we really do well is 
make sure that things run smoothly,” 
said David.

A person’s funeral can be a very 
personal thing and Anne and David 
have an array of experiences when it 
comes to the people and the places 
where they have conducted funerals.

“We had 150 people in this man’s 
home — it was full of all the things 
that he loved, his ashes were there in 
an urn that he had made — he hadn’t 
made it especially for his ashes but he 
had made the urn and his wife wanted 
to use it, and that day was filled with so 
much love, people brought food, and 
it was in his home — people say, ‘can 
we do that?’, and of course you can, it is 
a way of making it more personalised 
— people love to cook, people want 
to help, people want to be involved,” 
she said.

Or at the other end of the spectrum 
they recently held a funeral with over 
1000 people in attendance.

“We had the highway closed off by the 
police so they could all march across 
that into the football ground — and he 
had Polynesian Rugby mates and they 
all did the Haka behind the back of the 
hearse, that’s what the family wanted, 
that’s what we organised”.

David and Anne can also cater 
for those concerned about the 
environmental impact of funerals, 
helping people understand that many 
choices may not be as green as they 
seem.

“We are very proactive in helping 
people — sometimes though the whole 
eco-friendly and green philosophy, it 
can depend very much on the person’s 
own ideas of what that is, like for 
instance ‘I’ll just have a cardboard 
coffin’, but in actual fact the emissions 
they produce and the left over material 
is much more that a wooden casket,” 

said Anne, “the greenest kind of 
funeral you can probably have is to 
be buried in a natural burial ground 
wrapped in a shroud,” continued Anne.

“The graves are unmarked, the 
cemetery and the family know where 
they are, but if you were to wander over 
it you wouldn’t even know that there 
were graves there,” said David.

Often a tree is planted in place of a 
headstone, so in the months and years 
to come, families can return as the tree 
grows and reflect in the quietness of 
the natural surroundings.

A n o t h e r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
consideration is chemical usage.

“It is probably only 5% of the time 
someone needs to embalmed – if 
they need to be transported overseas 
for example they have to legally be 
embalmed — but we try not to use 
harsh chemicals,” said Anne, “but 
some companies do that as a matter 
of course”.

David and Anne have teamed with 
a sympathetic mortuary in Oakley to 
provide personal care for the whole 
journey.

“We have the most wonderful 
morticians, and they are a not-for-
profit facility, we are so in line with 
their philosophy and appreciate the 
way that they treat their staff and their 
deceased people.

“There is a mortician there, Joe, who I 
would have look after my own mother 
— or anyone”, Anne said.

David and Anne have begun working 
with the local Warrandyte community 
and can provide for funerals anywhere 
in the state, if families have plots 
reserved at Anderson’s Creek or 
Springvale they can work there, or 
even at the natural burial grounds at 
Lilydale and Healesville.

“We have held services at Potters 
three times, we are really keen to work 
in Warrandyte and support the local 
Warrandyte community,” said Anne.

“If the family say, we want him or her 
buried or cremated at Lilydale we just 
sit down and go through absolutely 
everything with them, what their 
wishes are, whatever they want to be 
dressed in.

“Even straight cremations we wash 
and dress nicely — no one else is going 
to see, but they are sent out of this 
world in the best respectful manner 
they can be,” he said.

L i k e  p ay i n g  t a x e s,  e v e r y o n e 
eventually needs to have a funeral, 
but there is also no reason that you 
have to leave it to your family to make 
all the decisions when the time comes.

Prepaid funerals are becoming 
increasingly popular, locking in the 
costs and ensuring that your wishes 
are known.

“Our prepaid funerals are held in 
trust with Bendigo Bank — so it is 

extremely safe — and you literally pay 
today’s price — if someone doesn’t 
pass away for another 15–20 years you 
will still have the same funeral at that 
time, as opposed to funeral insurance 
which can be a real scam”, said Anne.

David and Anne became funeral 
directors after a combined 50 years 
in the police force, so why do they do 
what they do?

“We like doing it a lot — it’s amazing 
to know you have helped a family in 
their time of need and to see that they 
are smiling and they are happy with 
it,” said David.

David and Anne at Oakdale Funerals 
can be contacted 24/7 on 9726 8724 for 
a personal, meaningful and affordable 
send off for your loved ones.

For more information, go to:  
www.oakdalefunerals.com.au

You can go your own way



Saturday 12 May, 11am-3pm
Living & Learning Nillumbik
739 Main Road, Eltham

Our Makers Markets are for lovers of 
all things handmade, local and unique.
You’ll find something for your home, your 
friends and family and maybe something 
for yourself. There will also be activities 
for the kids, a sausage sizzle and more.

This is a plastic bag-free market. 

  livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au   
  9433 3744

MakersMarket

From technology to creative arts; social 
groups to business skills; languages to 
cooking – what’s your next adventure 
going to be?

Term 2 courses and activities begin 
soon so keep an eye on our website at 
livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au or 
call 9433 3744.

Discover your  
next adventure!

Thursday 31 May
6.30pm-8.30pm
Barn Gallery, Montsalvat

The 2018 Nillumbik Prize will be 
announced by this year’s judge  
Mark Feary, Artistic Director, Gertrude 
Contemporary, at the launch of the 
exhibition of shortlisted works.

The Prize, funded by Nillumbik 
Shire Council in association with 
Montsalvat, awards a $5,000 
first prize and two $500 highly 
commended prizes for contemporary 
works of excellence with a  
Nillumbik connection. 

The exhibition continues until  
Sunday 22 July 2018.

  montsalvat.com.au

Entries for the Alan Marshall Short 
Story Award and Ekphrasis Poetry 
Award close on Monday 30 April.

The judge for the 2018 Alan Marshall 
Short Story Award is award winning 
author Maxine Beneba Clarke. 

This year’s Ekphrasis Poetry Award is 
inspired by the newly acquired Baldessin 
& Friends commemorative folio that 
features works by eight celebrated 
Australian artists. 

The artworks will be exhibited at the 
Diamond Valley Library and online.

FOR INFORMATION AND TO ENTER

  nillumbik.vic.gov.au/arts
  artsinfo@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 
  9433 3126

SMALL BUSINESS  
BUS – ELTHAM
Thursday 17 May, 10am-4pm
Outside Eira Restaurant,  
1 Pryor Street Eltham

The Small Business Bus offers free 
mentoring and face-to-face assistance with 
an experienced business professional who 
can help you take your small business to the 
next level.

You’ll also find information on Small Business 
Victoria’s programs and services, tools and 
tips to help you start or grow your business.

Book your free one-on-one mentoring session 
at nillumbik.vic.gov.au/businessbus

Parenting in Perspective
Council’s Parenting in Perspective 
Program features programs for parents of 
toddlers, newborns and those expecting.

These programs provide practical and useful 
information for parents and are suited to 
both male and female parents, with sessions 
specifically for dads and mums. The Parenting 
in Perspective Program works in conjunction 
with our maternal and child health visits that 
parents are encouraged to attend. All sessions 
are free but bookings are essential.

  nillumbik.vic.gov.au/pip 

POETRY AWARD 2018

nillumbik.vic.gov.au@nillumbikshirefacebook.com/nillumbikcouncil
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Raindrops on river 
And paintings on ducks 
Bright coloured children and glittery trucks 
Homemade baked goods all tied up with string 
(gluten, nut, egg and dairy free of course) 
These are a few of my favourite festival things

Cream-coloured camels and fairy floss sticks 
CFA hot jam donuts 
Gorging giant spring rolls ‘til I’m sick 
Wild billy carts that fly while the onlookers sing 
These a few of my favourite festival things 

Enough dogs off leads to give me some rashes 
Dust that blocks my nose and clogs my eyelashes 
School kids on stage attempting to sing 
These are a few of my favourite festival things

When the banners come down 
When the final guitar note rings 
When I’m feeling sad 
I simply remember my favourite festival things 
And then I don’t feel so bad

Steam driven engines 
Kellybrook Cider of apples long dead 
Organic tomatoes, fresh artesian baked bread 
Snakes in glass cages, crocs tied up with string 
These are a few of my favourite festival things

Multi-colour snow cones and crisp  
Asian noodles 
Mini pizzas and curly potatoes on a stick 
Bedraggled mutts and well coiffured poodles 
The charming dreadlocked hippies selling  
mood rings 
These are a few of my favourite festival things

Kids in their bathers and long faded rashies 
Hipsters bathed in beard oil with well-groomed 
moustaches 
Teenagers showing off as Red Bull gives them 
wings 
These are a few of my favourite festival things

When the floats are put away 
When organisers have to look for a new queen 
and king 
When I’m feeling sad 
I simply remember my favourite festival things 
And then I don’t feel so bad.

Indigenous plant stalls 
Battle of the Bands 
Snot faced kids with dirty hands 
WCA brochures tied up with more bloody string 
These a few of my favourite festival things 

Hand coloured pictures and super cute pet rocks 
Slime and cupcakes 
Homemade tie-died socks 
Get your palm read and see the machine that 
goes ping 
These a few of my favourite festival things 

Scouts in their uniform watching the water  
that slides 
Surreptitiously eyeing off the nearby girl guides 
The Nudist Association float causing sly grins 
These a few of my favourite festival things 

When the PA is silenced 
When the curtain falls on the Film Feast 
When I’m feeling sad 
I simply remember my favourite festival things 
And then I don’t feel so bad

My Favourite Things*

By KATRINA BENNETT

much ado
* with apologies to Rogers and Hammerstein

Festival

V

Photo: STEPHEN REYNOLDS
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WARRANDYTE FESTIVAL 
2018 Roundup

By JO FRENCH
A M I D ST  T H E  d i sap p o i nt m e nt  o f 
Saturday’s Festival cancellation, there 
was a bright spark of festival fun still 
happening at 77 Yarra Street.

With their seats set up to watch a parade 
that wasn’t coming, the Aldenhoven’s 
sat in the sun, with their St Patricks 
Day greenery and Streets of Our Town 
banners as a backdrop and enjoyed a 
glass of champagne, as drivers tooted and  
people waved.

I know they certainly lifted my spirits as I 
drove through the very quiet township that 
seemed cloaked in unmet expectation.

Sunday’s celebrations
The early birds started Sunday with the 

Family Bike Ride, while others sat on the 
hay bales that lined Police Street to watch 
the Billy Cart Derby.

Spectators cheered as drivers hurtled 
down, two at a time, towards a large pile 
of mulch, at break-neck speed.

There is certainly some fancy engineering 
in those machines, and some courageous 
drivers.

Clearly this was fun, as competitors 
didn’t seem to notice the rain that caused 
onlookers to pull up their collars and 
check their weather apps.

The rain didn’t stay for long and we 
headed towards the river, hoping to catch 
some of the Pet Parade, — but I’d lingered 
too long at the Derby — there’s so much 
happening it’s always hard to decide what 
to see — so I was lucky to run into a few 
prize winners wearing their ribbons with 
pride.

Did you happen upon a pug dressed up 
as hot dog?

That was Popeye, the winner of Best 
Groomed and I couldn’t resist a pat of 
eight-week-old beagle, Millie, who had 
placed first in Smallest Dog.

The chatter of friends and stallholders 
filled the air, children ran around and the 
festival spirit was bubbling along.

Walking by the Warrandyte Community 
Garden stall, we had to stop to have a 50c 
guess at how heavy the very large pumpkin 
was, and admire the pretty, cloth-covered 
jars of homemade jams, pickles and 
marmalades.

Warrandyte Community Association’s 
blackboard invited passers-by to write 
what it was we loved about Warrandyte, 

and Animals on the Move had a steady 
stream of little people eager to hold a 
bunny or pat a sheep.

As the rain returned, the Sea Shepherd 
stall started selling more of their hoodies, 
and many, including us, ran for the cover 
of the Riverbank Stage.

We settled in to wait awhile for the 
WildlifeXposure team to show us what 
was hiding in their big black boxes.

I went off to find the North Warrandyte 
CFA’s jam donuts and we enjoyed the 
chance to just sit and dry off a little.

I just knew that one of those boxes would 
have a very big snake in it — not my thing 
AT ALL — but some tiny little people, far 
braver than I, jumped up on stage to help 
hold him.

As the skies cleared, drumbeats from 
African Star rebounded around us, and 
we climbed the hill to the Upper Reserve, 
for the Kids Market.

With 70 stalls showcasing an array of 
homemade treats and crafts, it was the 
biggest display of kid-preneur-ship ever 
at the Festival.

A hand drawn poster with the words, 
“You’re a smart cookie, try ours”, caught 
my eye and I got chatting with stall 
holders, Oscar, Jack and Lee from Antonio 
Park Primary School.

They were three very happy, excited 
boys, as they were the winners of the 
Baking Award.

“We get bragging rights,” they said 
happily in unison, and yes — their cookies 
were good and went well with my coffee 
— which I enjoyed while I sat watching 
kids playing with branches and designing 
tepees at Nature’s Playground.

With the ringing of his bell, the Town 
Crier appeared to lead a mini-parade 
for primary school children through  
the reserve.

Accompanied by drummer, Jamie 
Ferguson, they headed down the hill, 
calling for others to join in as they looped 
twice through the reserve, giving a wave 
and a shout out to those on the Scouts 
Giant Waterslide and stopping for a look 
at the Decorated Ducks on display.

So much to do in one day — Polyglot 
T h e a t r e ’ s  A n t s ,  C a m e l  R i d e s , 
PaddleHub’s Canoeing on the Yarra, 
the Gold Mine Tour and Naming Rites, 
the Warrandyte Historical Society’s 
special exhibition that gave insight into 

the history and stories around some of the  
Streets of Our Town.

We just couldn’t do it all.

The annual Warrandyte  
Duck Race

A flow of people heading to the river was 
the signal that it was time for the race that 
stops the town.

Who doesn’t love a chance to sit by the 
river, in the sun, and watch plastic ducks 
make their way downstream?

Many of the ducks didn’t stand a chance, 
as a strong breeze pushed them back to 
where they started, but one broke free 
from the pack.

“That’s one legendary duck” said a 
bystander.

And while the majority were marooned 
up river, a second broke free, soon 
overtaking the first one, and the race was 
on — until one headed into shore for a rest.

Stewards in kayaks up river gave the bulk 
a push and helped them on their way, 
while other stewards waited patiently at 
the finish line with ropes and nets in hand.

As a lone duck neared the finish line, 
many around me, hopeful it was their 
duck, started buzzing with excitement, 
and as a lost child with a painted face was 
returned to his relieved mother, cheers for 
the lone duck got louder.

The f inish l ine was just  by  the 
Warrandyte Primary School Fairy Floss 
Stall, so it was time for a stick of pink spun 
sugar and a walk.

A siren song in the form of some cruisy 
laidback tunes pulled us towards the 
comfort of The Lounge where school 
bands played, including Disgruntled 
Architect who, on Friday night, had been 
crowned winners of The Battle of the 
Bands.

The last hours of the festival were marked 
by kids dancing up a dust storm at The 
Main Stage, while we sat with friends, 
content and a little weary, and listened 
to the rollicking tunes of The Scrims — a 
perfect end to a perfect day.

Thank you to the Warrandyte Festival 
Committee for wrestling with the hard 
decisions and still putting together a great 
weekend.

We had every weather pattern Melbourne 
could throw at us and we still had fun!

See you next year! 

W H E N  A  S E V E R E  F i r e 
Danger Rating and Total 
Fire Ban was announced 
for Saturday March 17, 
the Warrandyte Festival 
Committee quickly sought 
advice from emergency 
services.

The Diary spoke with Jamie 
Ferguson, Chairperson for 
the Warrandyte Festival 
Committee about the lead 
up to cancelling Saturday’s 
Festival events.

“ O n  t h e  T h u r s d a y , 
proceedings were all going 
to plan but then it looked like 
being a severe fire danger and 
total fire ban day on Saturday, 
so, as per our policy, we then 
took advice from emergency 
services, and advised food 
stall holders to have their 
total fire ban permits and 
procedures at the ready.

“As the day progressed, 
t h e  p r i m a r y  a n d  h i g h 
schools withdrew based on 
advice from the education 
department and so we called 
an emergency committee 
meeting.”

It was during that meeting 
they were advised that the 
fire danger rating would not 
be reversed, and that it was a 
high risk fire danger day in the 
Warrandyte area.

“Then the kindergartens also 
pulled out,” said Jamie.

“Taking the advice from 
emergency services, it was 
the logical and most sensible 
decision to cancel all Saturday 
activities considering they 
are child and school focussed 
activities.

“This included the street 
parade and the main stage 

performances.
“It was disappointing, but 

there were not a lot of options,” 
said Jamie, “and we were 
comfortable with the decision 
made.”

Then, on Friday, Sunday 
was also upgraded to severe 
fire danger and total fire 
ban and the committee 
were concerned as they had 
cancelled Saturday based on 
the same code.

“ U p o n  e x t e n s i v e 
consultation with the CFA, 
Victoria Police and SES, it 
was explained that the total 
fire ban on Sunday was called 
largely due to the potential 
for grass fires in the Werribee 
region, and we are part of the 
same area.

“The actual fire danger in 
Warrandyte was at a reduced 
level compared to Saturday.

“Our main identified risk for 
Sunday was high winds on the 
reserve and we monitored this 
with the help of the onsite CFA 
and SES teams during the day.

 “We would like to extend 
our thanks and gratitude to 
the volunteers of Warrandyte 
C FA ,  Wa r r a n d y t e  S E S , 
members of the Victoria Police 
and Manningham Council in 
assisting us over the weekend 
to manage events.

“We would also like to thank 
the community for their 
support over the weekend 
and for the massive turnout on 
Sunday.

“It’s the first time we have 
had to cancel a full day and 
despite the challenges we still 
had a great festival.

“Now we start preparing for 
the next one!”

Weather woes

Photo: LARA McKINLEY

By JO FRENCH
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KIDS’ MARKET
The 2018 Kids Market was the biggest one in 
Warrandyte Festival history! 

Seventy stalls filled the Upper Reserve as the 
kids of Warrandyte and surrounds got to show off 
their creative side (and make some pocket money 
at the same time). 

A huge range of delicious foods and crafts 
was sold through the busy hustle and bustle of 
energetic kids and eager buyers, as we braved the 
windy morning.

A number of children donated some or all of 
their profits to organisations including Aussie 
Ferret Carer and Ingrid’s Haven Cat Shelter. 

These children are to be congratulated for this 
humble gesture. 

Congratulations also, to Myfanwy Whittle for 
receiving the creative award for exceptional 
portraits done of her customers, along with Billy 
Flavel who received this award for his creative 
metal and wood works. 

Sasha and Jazz, and Talise, Amelia and Carissa, 
were awarded the Colourful Award for bringing 
a full spectrum of colourful products to their 
market stalls. 

Our top bakers for the day (although everything 
tasted great!) were Jack, Lee and Oscar with their 
large selection of tasty treats, and Bryce and 
Lachlan for their creative (and delicious) Star 
Wars themed baking.   Congratulations to the 
award winners and to all kids involved. 
What a creative little community!

Festival Fun
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FESTIVAL RESULTS 2018
Billy Cart Derby (22 carts entered)
1st place  Owen Lewin (Resevoir)
2nd place  Oakie (Warrandyte)
3rd place  Max Malley (Warrandyte)
4th place  Joseph Roshier (Warrandyte)
Best presented cart 
Alistair Lawrence (Healsville)
Best try of the day 
Charlotte Dihh (Warrandyte)

Parents race cancelled due to weather

COMMUNITY GARDEN’S PUMPKIN  
WEIGHT COMPETITION
Winner  Rob Bourke
Guess  13.40 kg
Actual Weight 13.01 kg
Pumpkin Raffle Winner  
Walter Magilton 

Duck Race
1st place   
Josie Vandenberg – Anderson’s Creek PS
2nd place   
Maeve Plummer – Yarra Warra Pre School
3rd place   
Ruby Tinker – Anderson’s Creek PS
Best Dressed Duck   
Ducklec from Ducktor Who (pictured left)  
Bonnie Ditchfield – Anderson’s Creek PS

PET PARADE
Biggest Dog
1st Ollie
2nd  Dash
3rd  Bosley

Smallest Dog
1st  Millie
2nd  Lola
3rd  Wally

Waggiest Tail
1st  Marley
2nd  Kelpie
3rd  Pinnie

Best Groomed
1st  Popeye
2nd Alfie
3rd  Liv

Shaggiest Dog
1st Gobba
2nd Wally
3rd  Marley

Cutest Dog
1st Buddy
2nd Pepper
3rd  Indi

Most Appealing Eyes
1st Bella
2nd Amety
3rd Pipa

Best Trained Dog
1st Bosley
2nd Kelpie
3rd Liv

Dog Most Like Its Owner
1st Dash
2nd Pepper
3rd Gubba

Dog With The Most Appropriate Name
1st  Penny
2nd   Amety
3rd  Wally

Loudest Dog In Warrandyte
1st  Kelpie

Judge’s Choice - Best Dog in Show
1st  Ollie (black curly-coated Retriever)
2nd  Dash
3rd  Stanley

BATTLE OF THE BANDS
Winner: Disgruntled Architect

Festival Fun
Photos: STEPHEN REYNOLDS
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Grand HotelTextual tapas at the Grand Hotel

By SANDI MILLER
AROUND 200 people gathered on the 
banks of the Yarra on a beautiful Friday 
evening for a veritable feast of short 
films from both local and national 
filmmakers.

The second annual Warrandyte 
Film Feast kicked off the Warrandyte 
Festival for 2018, and while Saturday’s 
festivities were cancelled due to the 
severe fire danger, the Friday night 
festivities were a great smash.

With Battle of the Bands giving music 
lovers a great time on the Main Stage, 
just out of ear shot, the film lovers of 
Warrandyte were served up quite a 
treat.

Before the fi lms began, local 
musician Cath Rutten entertained 
the gathered audience with some 
folky acoustic tunes, while everyone 
enjoyed some great food from Now 
and Not Yet, or some delicious wood 
fired pizza, along with local beverages.

The night was also a chance to rub 
shoulders with some home-grown 
celebrities in the form of Olympic 
Gold medallist Lauren Burns, actor 
and MC for the night, Daniel Schepisi 
and actress Bec Asha, who is currently 
appearing in That’s Not my Dog! 
alongside Shane Jacobson and Paul 
Hogan.

Once the lights went down, the 
program began with a film by event 
organiser Rosalie Ridler, Children of 
Ignorance a tale which highlights the 
prejudice alive and well in our society.

While the film was ineligible for the 
competition, it was a standout in terms 
of slick production values, insightful 
script and some nice performances 
by the cast.

Then the competition began, with 
Harbinger, an artistic interpretation 
of bushfire — a great use of  a 
monochromatic pallet to portray 
the aftermath of fire and colour as a 
signifier of renewal, it was a thought 
provoking piece, and poignant given 
the fire weather bringing disruption 
to the next day’s celebrations.

Next was S chatten S chelm ,  a 
spooky ghost story about the fabled 
shadow trickster, who steals peoples’ 
personalities by taking their shadows 
— and comically stitching them to 
other people.

It was a fun piece to have in the PG 
section of the night — just spooky 
enough to unnerve the younger 
viewers, but handled with enough 
comedy to fend off the nightmares.

Dragon’s Blood, was a music video 
written and produced by young 

local filmmaker Ryan De Rooy, with 
Director Christian Patkaris, filmed 
in and around Warrandyte, Dragon’s 
Blood is a beautifully depicted tale of 
a young couple reigniting the spark in 
their relationship.

Charley, a short piece about animal 
neglect, was one of four pieces from 
Scotch College’s VCE filmmakers.

Ryan De Rooy again featured with 
his exploration of the Cowards Punch 
issue with his heartbreaking film 
Simon.

This was followed with some light 
relief in the form of The Unspoken 
Rule. 

In somewhat of a homage to the 
Keystone Cops, this film by Scotch 
College Student Con Coutis brakes 
many unspoken filmmaking rules, 
resulting in a highly entertaining “cops 
and robbers” comedy.

Heart of a Lion deftly juxtaposes 
some first world problems of some 
Australian teenagers alongside the 
troubles faced by their sponsor child in 
Africa — however the tables are turned 
in an ironic twist of fate.

Another local film, Patrick Curry’s 
Driving Me Crazy, is a humorous 
mockumentary about one young 
man’s obsession with his car.

The final film before intermission 
was Concession, a black comedy by 
RMIT student, Jessica Matuszczak, 
which explores what happens when 
two friends try to go to a gig to see 
their favourite band, but when their 
concession tickets are brought into 
question, things come to a head.

I n t e r m i s s i o n  s a w  a n o t h e r 
opportunity to wine and dine and 
socialise before the more “adult 
content” offerings were screened. 

Several children, including mine, 
headed home to avoid both the very 
late night and the more mature rated 
films.

The second half started with a bang 
— seasoned local filmmaker Matthew 
Holmes (The Legend of Ben Hall) gave 
us nightmares with his extremely 
disturbing The Artifice.

Set in America — with some not 
quite convincing accents — the film 
tells the tale of a newly separated Lucas 
spending his first night alone in their 
former marital home after his wife has 
cleared out her things.

After settling down to some wound 
licking he receives a late-night knock 
on the door, what he finds when 
he answers it is truly chilling and 
is something that will haunt my 
nightmares for some time.

This was followed by another 
offering from the Scotch College VCE 
cohort, with a hand drawn animation; 
Notes from the Underground is a 
dystopian tale set in the underground 
rail network.

William Fairley’s use of charcoal 
draw ing to  animate this  stor y 
compounds the claustrophobia of 
the subway setting to present a very 
dark tale.

To lighten the mood a little, next 
up was Deep Sea Fishing, a film 
noir comedy where our protagonist 
destroys his chance at love by listening 
too intently to his internal monologue. 

The Fi lm Feast  rol lercoaster 
continued with a dark tale of a Gulf  
Wa r  v e t e r a n  c o p i n g  w i t h  t h e 
breakdown of his marriage.

Zev Howley’s Broken Superman is a 
harrowing portrait of the struggle with 
PTSD, with some great performances 
by the cast, and a haunting soundtrack.

In another black comedy, this one 
written and produced by Cameron 
Zayac and Directed by Simon Bell, 
Wanker, the titular character receives 
a call from an old one night stand — 
while he is doing what he does best 
— and his reaction to her news could 
make or break him.

Both funny and disturbing, the 
cleverly crafted script slowly shifts 
the sympathy the audience has for the 
characters until we are cheering at the 
subtly telegraphed punchline.

A more serious note is pitched in 

the next film, Love is Not in the Glass, 
a thought-provoking discussion on 
judging a book by its cover.

T h i s  i s  f o l l o w e d  b y  R o b ,  a 
documentary on the tragic accident 
that befalls a rising young AFL 
player, and Genome a dance film by 
local filmmaker and choreographer 
Loughlan Prior.

The night was rounded out by a dark 
comedy, Retirement, by Matt Mirams, 
where an elderly couple have an 
unusual idea about how to keep active 
in their retirement.

As the audience cast their votes for 
the people’s choice award, organisers 
screened a documentary recalling the 
history of the Warrandyte Festival, 
Something for Everyone, produced 
by local filmmaker Jeremy Loftus-Hills.

Awards were then presented to the 
winners. 

The $50 Highly Commended award, 
presented by Riveresque, went to 
Simon; The $150 Grand Hotel prize was 
given to The Unspoken Rule; the $200 
Palace Cinemas Prize was awarded to 
Driving Me Crazy; and Wanker took 
home the $1000 cheque for Best Film, 
sponsored by Australia Online, Cocoa 
Moon, and Altair Restaurant.

Winning Filmmaker, Cameron Zayec 
was unfortunately unable to attend the 
evening, but despite the late hour, MC 
Daniel Schepisi called the Producer 
who, after some toing and froing with 
voicemail told the audience he wished 
he could be there “to share the love”.

Event organiser, Rosalie Ridler told 

the Diary that she was delighted that 
two of the awards were won by local 
filmmakers.

“We are really pleased with the 
s u p p o r t  f ro m  t h e  Wa r ra n d y t e 
community in terms of the filmmakers, 
the audience, businesses offering 
sponsorship and our amazing local 
volunteers who have helped the night 
go so smoothly,” she said.

Rosalie was pleased to be able to 
double the size of the event from last 
year and looks forward to the Film 
Feast being even bigger and better 
next year.

“If it gets any bigger, we will need 
to choose another setting, but we 
love having it here in the beautiful 
outdoor venue — and people come 
both from Warrandyte and outside 
Warrandyte and just love being by 
the river, being within nature — it is 
unique to Warrandyte.”

THE WEATHER may have put a dampener 
on this year’s Warrandyte Festival but no 
amount of rain, sun or snow was going to 
stop Warrandyte’s literati from converging on  
The Grand’s Riverview room for the annual 
Grand Read.

Consistency is at the heart of this event with 
beloved local writers and poets, once again, 
taking to the microphone to satiate our spoken 
word appetite with selected readings from 
their works.

This year we heard from Grand Read regulars 
Sandy Jeffs, Laurie Webb, a double act by 
Karen Throssell and Carmel Macdonald 
Grahame as well as Watsonia poet Wendy 
Fleming and bush poet Laurie Webb.

We heard prose by 2017 Cliffy winner Kevin 
Bonnett — who read his winning short story 
Cool and wet to the touch.

There was also an eccentric performance by 
John Jenkins, a local poet, essayist and short 
fiction writer who took on the persona of 
Charles, an artist and certified citizen of the 
French bourgeoisie.

Charles recanted a tale of love, loss and 
cigarette smoking as he pined for his lost 
love Fifi.

Pairing a Cleuso-esque rendition of the 
French accent, of which Sellers himself 
would be proud, with existential dilemmas 
which would make even Satre blush, John 
gave a risqué and frequently cringe worthy 

performance which had everyone laughing.
The Grand Read’s featured writer injected 

an insightful twist into the evenings format.
Jessica Wilkinson is a senior lecturer at RMIT 

and founder of RABBIT, a non-fiction poetry 
journal.

A pioneer in the field of biographical poetry, 
Jessica read from a number of her published 
works as well as talking through the process 
of researching the subjects she writes poetry 
about.

Jessica’s talk gave the audience a taste 
of how modern poetry is also entering the 
increasingly popular genre of creative non-
fiction, a genre which allows writers to freely 
express themselves, in the written word, whilst 
providing an accurate account of their subject.

Master of Ceremonies, Jock Macneish wove 
the evening together with his usual charm and 
witticisms and helped package what was, in 
all, an entertaining and educational evening 
of poetry and prose.

If you missed the Grand Read, make sure 
you check out the Warrandyte Diary’s podcast 
Warrandyte Insyte which has highlights from 
the evening in its latest episode.

Film Feast caters for all tastes

By JAMES POYNER

Photos: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Photos: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Warrandyte Insyte can be found at:  
warrandytediary.com.au/podcast
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By DAVID HOGG
THE 34TH WARRANDYTE Art Show 
opening took place on the Friday 
evening of festival weekend in a 
packed Community Church.

Rotary president David George took 
the stage and welcomed everyone.

Dick Davies OAM, President of 
Warrandyte Community Association, 
was proud to announce that the 
Warrandyte Riverside Market had 
made donations to local community 
organisations totalling $88,976 in the 
year April 2017 to March 2018 and 
these represented 77% of total revenue.

The Hon. Kevin Andrews, MP, 
member for Menzies, extolled the 
talents of Warrandyte and local artists 
and declared the event open.

M a n n i n g h a m  C o u n c i l  w a s 
represented by Mullum Mullum ward 
councillor Paul McLeish.

2018 Art Show judge, local artist 
Chris White, commented on the high 
standard of the works on display and 
announced the prize winners.

Julian Bruere, renowned watercolour 
artist,  took out first  prize with 
a beautiful watercolour Harbour, 
Staithes, UK and Mr White commented 
that he was at the peak of his career.

Do Noble, an artist born in the 
Philippines, was awarded second prize 

with an oil painting Ovens River.
Nina Ryan from Croydon received 

third prize with an oil on canvas 
Abandoned Quarry.

The Best Small Painting prize was 
awarded to Alexander Short from 
Ringwood North with his drawing 
Asleep.

An auction of seven generously 
donated paintings followed, and 
auctioneer Harley Toyle worked hard 
to extract bids from a shy audience.

Perhaps the first night attendees had 
attended the many previous art shows 
and had no more wall space for new 
artwork. 

However, most of the donated 
paintings were sold and the successful 
bidders will have secured a bargain.

My own favourite was Pepper and Me 
by Nola Cameron, a charcoal drawing 
of a girl holding a kitten, which had 
received a “Highly Commended” from 
the judge.

The student section always gives 
me a buzz, an amazement for the 
talent of the upcoming artists and an 
eternal optimism that the world is in 
good hands with the next generations 
of students.

My favourite in the student section 
was Friend by Theresa Grayden, a black 
and white sketch of a girl surrounded 
by contrasting colour.

Winner of the raffle first prize was 
Maurice Burley.

Around 60 paintings were sold 
during the weekend.

Event organiser and Art Show chair 
Tony Mooney told the Diary “This art 
show was the most successful over 
recent years and the proceeds will be 

distributed back into the community.
“We thank all those attending for 

their support and we plan to run 
another art show next year.”

Cancellation of the other festival 
attractions on the Saturday was in fact 
a bonus for the art show, as out-of-
towners found it to be one of the only 

events still running.
A great opening evening with wine 

and nibbles.
Well done to the Rotary Club of 

Warrandyte Donvale, both for the end 
result and for the massive organisation 
that an event of this size and complexity 
requires.

By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
Little Box of Oblivion
Great to see these lovely new faces in the old 

green hall.
All the actors — Tori Filis, Alex Holden, Jaz 

Harwood, Luisa Romeo and Caitlyn Pasquali did 
a great job under the skilful direction of Louise 
Phelan.

Jaz, at 13, is going places!
This play showed us the fine line between 

paranoia and complacency in the new world 
we live in.

Which way to act.
Coincidently there was a situation like this in 

Warrandyte recently.
Someone reported a box on a seat, called the 

police, and on arrival, the officer picked the box 
up and shook it. 

Like the play, he thought it a most unlikely place 
to leave a bomb.

Cool, Doom, Neuro and Dick.
Most appropriate titles, delivered well by these 

girls.

Albert
Some more new faces — actors Megan John, 

Fraser Baxter and Andrew Scarborough — along 
with director George Benca.

I related well to this play, as would anyone who 
has been left in a situation, surrounded by people 
who speak another language.

The tendency is to yell, rather than speak slowly 
and clearly.

It is hard to understand that others don’t 
understand your spoken language.

This naturally leads to some very frustrating, 

but  also ver y humorous, 
misunderstandings.

Very good.

Smitten
I loved this rather sick, black 

humour.
A strange romance! 
Lisa Upson, entertaining as 

always, played to her quirky lover, 
Grant Purdy — a perfect counterpart 
— also new to the WTC stage.

Directed by Alistair Rice, it was just very 
peculiar, good fun.

My pick.

Philip Glass Buys a Loaf of Bread
My dream production from the WTC is always 

one that includes the wonderful, enjoyable and 
usually hilarious talents of David Tynan, Lisa 
Upson, Noelene Cooper and Simone Kiefer. I 
must confess though, that this play was beyond 
me, along with a bigger confession — I had no 
idea who Philip Glass was.

Having now googled him, it was his critics who 
gave me a clue.

I then listened to some of his music, ‘repetitive’ 
— just like marriages in his case — and a little 
clarity shone through.

The timing and syncopation in this production 
was carried out with great skill by the actors with 
direction from Caroline Shaw, but the only joy I 
felt, was looking at those amazing, expressive 
faces.

I am perhaps too conservative to review a work 
such as this.

By DAVID HOGG
Little Box of Oblivion by 
S t e p h e n  B e a n  w a s  t h e 
first play and brilliantly 
performed by members of 
the Youth Theatre, who never 

disappoint.
Four girls, all strangers, discuss 

what might be inside a cardboard 
box left on a park bench; a bomb, a 

biological agent, or perhaps a human 
skull?

Director Louise Phelan got the very best out 
of these up-and-coming actors and I just loved 
two clever devices woven into the script: a take-
off of the usual police media announcements 
complete with interpreter for the deaf, and a 
slow-motion take of a scream of “No” when one 
girl attempted to pick up the box.

Add to this a lovely set with green park railing 
and a projected cityscape.

Albert by Richard Harris followed.
A very funny play in which a Finnish au-pair 

au-pair is visited by her employer’s brother and 
Albert, a suitor of the previous au-pair, whilst she 
looks after her charge.

They only speak Finnish, Italian and English 
respectively and none understands the others, 
but thoughtfully the script is translated into 
English.

A melodrama of cultural miscommunication 
and misunderstanding cleverly communicated 
between the actors by mime, this play is very 
funny despite a tragic end.

After the break, we watched Smitten by Mark 

Matthews and Anna Stillaman.
This is the highlight of the evening for me.
Peter and Nichola are two adults who seem to 

be perfectly in love with each other, competently 
portrayed by Grant Purdy and Lisa Upson.

But as the play progresses it becomes slowly 
more spooky and more sinister with quirky 
twists and we realise that each has poisoned the 
other and he has been eating the bottled flesh 
of his first wife.

Cleverly performed by Grant and Lisa and well 
directed by Alastair Rice.

The final play is Philip Glass Buys a Loaf of 
Bread written by David Ives.

The Youth Theatre performed five brilliant 
sketches from this zany US playwright back in 
2015, but this is one play he should not have 
bothered to write.

Four people wander around the stage chanting 
meaningless phrases with the word order 
changed.

Great to see four of our brilliant local 
performers on stage but a pity they had to try to 
interpret this nonsense.

Perhaps it would have helped if I’d known 
who Philip Glass was or his compositions, but 
I doubt it.

Nevertheless, three good plays out of four in 
excellent company around cabaret-style seating 
made for a fun evening.

Look out for Warrandyte Theatre Company’s 
next productions, Doubt by John Patrick Shanley 
and Vere by John Doyle, and the Follies at the 
end of the year.

Awesome foursome

With The Follies moved to later in the year, Warrandyte Theatre 
Company’s ‘new look’ format for the Warrandyte Festival was a 
series of one-act plays, four to be precise: Little Box of Oblivion, 
Albert, Smitten, and Philip Glass Buys a Loaf of Bread.

The Diary’s own BB and Hoggy went along to the company’s 
festival season to cast their critical eye over the latest 
instalment from the township’s stalwart thespians.

review

Another great year for the Rotary art show

Philip Glass Buys a Loaf of Bread

Little Box of Oblivion Smitten

Photos: LYDIA PHELAN

Photo: STEPHEN REYNOLDS
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Dear Diary,
For an organisation that boasts about its ‘transparency and 
accountability’, the Nillumbik Shire Council falls well short of the 
acceptable community benchmark for such a claim. 

Repeatedly, various councillors do not attend either committee or 
full council meetings, and they are listed as ‘apologies’, where their 
colleagues vote to accept such apology, without any reason being given 
for the non-attendance.

Given that the statutory requirements on a councillor are merely that 
they attend a certain, unspecified number of meetings, surely the 
ratepayers are entitled to know the reason behind any non-attendance; 
equally surely the other councillors are entitled to know the reason they 
are voting to accept any such non-attendance.

There is a big difference between bona fide reasons for non-attendance, 
such as a work commitment or personal/family health crisis, on the one 
hand, and simply not being bothered/interested or a personal social 
event, on the other; the former is justifiable, the latter doesn’t warrant 
acceptance of an apology, rather the mere noting of an absence.

Come on, Nillumbik Councillors, stop treating the ratepayers as fools; 
we pay you nearly a quarter of a million dollars to represent us honestly, 
and that requires you be transparent and accountable. 

Thank you,
Matt Reilly
North Warrandyte

Dear Diary,
The Green Dam in the 100 Acre Woods, Park Orchards. 

The dam has been in decline for some time. 

I walk my dogs past it regularly and noticed that the water level 
continued to fall even after the recent torrential rains we had a few 
months ago. 

I suspect it’s leaking.

Anyway, I notified the council in February as I am concerned for the 
wildlife that use Green Dam. 

I’ve seen herons, ducks and 
other birds using it.   

It’s also a nice place to sit.  

This pic was taken 18 February 
2018.  

Today the dam is completely 
dry. It would be fantastic if 
the council could take this 
opportunity to refurbish it so 
that the local residents and 
wildlife could continue to 
enjoy it in the future. 

Regards
Julie Grant. 
Park Orchards

Dear Diary,
Re: Nature, Warrandyte Diary March 2018
I have had blue banded bees on my property for years, but do not 
know where they nest. 
This year I also noticed one of the spotted (blue) cuckoo bees.
I have two rosemary bushes that they seem particularly attracted to 
when they flower.
From
Ingrid
Wonga Park

your say Letters to the Diary including emails must include the writer’s full name, address 
and phone number, even if not intended for publication. Content may be edited 
for reasons of style, length or legality. editor@warrandytediary.com.au

Council accountability100 acres of neglect

The bees’ knees

GABRIELLA BOTTARELLI and her 
boyfriend Christopher Sozio joined 
the Upper Kiewa Valley Lions Club 
40th Annual Conquestathon on March 
11, climbing Mt. Bogong. 

On the summit, surrounded by the 
beauty of this part of Victoria, Chris 
dropped to one knee — not from the 
exhaustion felt after their 25km hike 
– but to propose to Gabriella. 

Being a skier all his life, it was only 
appropriate that he should propose to 
the future Mrs. Sozio, in the Victorian 
Alpine region.

Gabriella, well, she is over the moon!

social



Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely in style & comfort. 
Airport  transfer, parties, weddings. 
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6 
passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801.

PORT DOUGLAS By The Beach 
100m 2 Self Contained Units Pool 
spa 2 bed unit & 1 bed with spa 
BBQ area car space. kvanscoy@
tpg.com.au Call 0409 359 240.

DIARY MINI ADS

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490  
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L  W O R K  G U A R A N T E E D

Licensed Roof Plumbers

Andrew John
Managing Director

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au

w: fourwallspainting.com.au

Industrial, Commercial, Domestic

DAMIEN NOTT 
0438 537 773

Call Damien for a quote on 0438 537 773, 9844 2287

MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC
A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning 

muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!
Suite 3, 35-37 Drysdale Road, Warrandyte  9844 5495

Checkout our reviews on Facebook

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

Award-winning Audiology Hearing Clinic
Shop 5, 90 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte

4th Anniv-EAR-sary Celebration!

CALL 9844 5863 NOW

We’ve been helping hundreds of locals with
their ears and hearing health for 4 years now

You can enjoy hearing your best too

Don’t forget your mum 
this Mothers Day!

Shopping is close by with some  
great local businesses.

ACT GLOBALLY, SHOP LOCALLY
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CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS

Event:   Film Society —  
Break of Day

  Introduced by author/
screenwriter Cliff Green

Place:    Warrandyte 
Neighbourhood House

When:  Friday April 20
Time:   7pm for 7:30pm start
Cost: 2017/18 Membership $25

Event: Yarra Valley View Club 
Place: Chirnside Park Country Club
When: Tuesday April 24
Time: 12pm for lunch
Info: 0438 625 556 
  Guest speaker is Gia Williams, Pharmacist.  

Bookings essential.

Event: Music Together
Place: Warrandyte Uniting Church Hall
When: Wednesdays
Time: 9:30-11am
Info:  Robyn Bonthorne 0438 804 381 or Joan McDonnell 9844 4730 

Music together is an exciting, educational music programme 
for children aged 0 - 4yrs, together with their parent or 
guardian. Our excellent music therapist provides a fun 
time using a variety of musical experiences, including 
instruments, parachute, scarves etc. We provide morning 
tea and a chat for children and carers after the session. A 
social affair. Free try day. Come along and make new friends 
or meet old ones.

Event: Rebuild: pelvic and abdominal strengthening 
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Thursdays 
Time: 9:30-10:30am
Cost:  $144 
Info:  www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au or  

admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Event:  Nature Play Group
Place:   Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When:  Mondays & Fridays
Time:  10:30am – 12 pm
Cost:  $108 
Info:  www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au or  

admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Event:   Photography Workshop
Place:  Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When:   Thurs May 3, 7-9pm, Fri May 4, 12:30-2:30pm, or  

Sat May 12, 2-4pm
Cost:  FREE
Info:  www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au or  

admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Event:   Annual General Meeting  
Warrandyte Mechanics Institute and Arts Association

Place:   Mechanics Institute Hall supper room
When:  Monday May 7
Time:   8pm
Info:  If you are interested in supporting the arts in Warrandyte or 

in keeping this iconic hall building bursting with activities, as 
well as the arts, the WMI&AA is for you.  Plenty of additional 
information at www.warrandytehallarts.asn.au

Event: The Biggest Morning Tea 
Place: Warrandyte Community Church
When: Every day from May 7-11
Time: 10:30am 
Info:  9844 4148 

The Community Church Playgroup is hosting The Biggest 
Morning Tea. Our aim is to raise money for the Cancer 
Council.

Event: CAN Recycling
Place: Warrandyte Uniting Church 
 Taroona Avenue
When: Saturday May 19
Time: 10am-12pm
Info:  0407 839 718 

Bring along unwanted bicycles, computers & accessories, 
kitchen utensils, batteries, ink cartridges, light globes, 
spectacles, stamps – bras – and a whole lot more.  
Check out our website: www.riverflow .com.au

Event:  Friends of Warrandyte State Park Nursery 
Place:  Pound Bend Rd, Warrandyte State Park, Melway 23 C10
When:  First Saturday of each month until November
Time:  9am - 2pm
Info:  1300 764 422

The Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 2018 programme is available 
online. 
It features all the old favourites and some great new offerings. 
Belly dancing, summer cooking, playgroups and rebuild classes for 
pelvic and abdominal strengthening. 
www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au
or admin@wmh.org.au. 9844 1839

buzz about town



Please view website for further information 

www.oakdalefunerals.com.au             24hr contact - 9726 8724
AFFORDABLE LILYDALE CEMETERY CREMATION/CHAPEL PACKAGE
CREMATIONS  –  BURIALS  –   RELIGIOUS SERVICES  -   MEMORIAL SERVICES

PROVIDING CHOICE & EXCELLENCE IN FUNERAL CARE 

We’re reviewing the Manningham Planning Scheme and 
want to hear from you.

Our Planning Scheme guides land use and development 
across Manningham.

The review will help to ensure the planning scheme 
addresses local land use and development issues, as well as 
current state and local planning policy. 

Our review covers 5 key themes:
1. Neighbourhood character and residential development
2. Transport, traffic and car parking
3. Urban design and public spaces
4. Activity centres and economic development
5. Our environment and Green Wedge.

Your feedback will help inform the review. 

Find out more and have your say at  
yoursaymanningham.com.au/planning-review

Consultation closes Monday 7 May 2018.

Have your say: Manningham 
Planning Scheme Review
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By DIANE FALZON
AN ICON TO the Warrandyte 
community, Alfred’s Homestead has 
been transformed into a stunning 
Hampton’s style wedding and 
event venue under the direction of 
wedding entrepreneur, Mary-Anne 
Lowe.

Transforming from the much-
loved buffet restaurant of yester-
year, local residents have been 
intrigued and excited to see the 
extensive renovations over the last 
three months.

From the moment Mary-Anne 
Lowe walked into the venue mid 

last year, her eyes were drawn to 
the high open cathedral beams and 
images of plantation shutters, soft 
grey textures and a Hamptons-feel 
instantly came to mind.

“I knew that this space had a 
unique quality which was not 
offered by any other venue,” she 
said.

To do well, Mary-Anne says venues 
need to showcase and celebrate 
their uniqueness.

“I have successfully operated 
Bramleigh Receptions in Croydon 
for the past ten years, but with the 
closure of the award-winning site 
planned for June 2019, it was always 

on the cards to create a larger, 
more modern venue to take over 
the flagship reins of ‘Bramleigh’,” 
she said.

The new Bramleigh Estate offers 
seating for 150–400 guests.

“Today’s bride wants luxury and a 
great dining experience, with their 
guests leaving their wedding with 
jaw-dropping memories”.

Combining elegance and grace 
with local produce and gourmet 
cuisine will no doubt prove to be 
another successful venture for 
Mary-Anne with this being the jewel 
in the crown for her wedding venues 
and providing another drawcard 

for Warrandyte as a destination 
of choice for brides from across 
Melbourne.

Bramleigh boasts onsite rolling 
lawns, sweeping drives, and a 
natural bush setting. 

With Chef Mark Kruegar heading 
Bramleigh’s fine dining experience, 
Bramleigh is sure to create a package 
that will make any bridal couple’s 
big day special.

By DEBI SLINGER
B R A D  H AW K E R ,  previously 
Executive Chef at the Grand Hotel 
has moved “Next Door” to offer 
Warrandyte a taste of something 
new. 

Locals were intrigued during 
the remodelling stage of the old 
Lobosco’s with eye-catching 
signage asking for staff and if we 
were ready for “a different dining 
experience”. 

It was with much anticipation 
when the doors opened of what 
was on offer.   

Warrandyte nicely accommodates 
the food and beverage market 
however, Next Door wanted to 
create a wine bar style space that 
has a quiet, relaxed and slightly 
funky feel.

“ You can have 25-year-old 
girlfriends sipping cocktails at 
one table, a family of four having 
dinner at another and two older 
gentlemen out the front sharing 
stories over a glass of red wine” 
said Brad. 

With beautiful autumnal weather, 
the doors open and seating 
streetside, it’s a delightful place 
to relax, unwind and enjoy a light 
meal with a beverage of your 
choice.

Taking their wines seriously with 
over 130 different labels on their 
list from local to high end, there 
is something for all palettes and 
budgets to experience. 

Wednesday and Thursday nights 
the chefs are hand making pasta 
with their own rustic home-made 
sauces which change weekly 
to capitalise on what seasonal 
produce is available. 

The menu also incorporates tapas 
style healthy options as well as an 
opportunity for the chef to pull 
together a selection of gastronomic 
treats, at a set price. 

Refreshingly, Next Door is already 
ahead of others when it comes to 
dietary requirements. 

“Most of our meals are gluten 
free”, he said, “but we cater for just 
about anything”. 

W i t h  e a s y  w h e e l c h a i r 
accessibility, high chairs for the 
youngsters, furry friends welcomed 
with water bowls out the front and 
bonus for us women — two female 
toilets plus a unisex, this has been 
a well thought out and considered 
addition to the Warrandyte culinary 
scene. 

“Whether it’s after work drinks or 
dining for lunch before a hard day 
of shopping we have something for 
everyone,” said Brad. 

S e r v i c e  i s  f r i e n d l y  a n d 
unobtrusive with waiting staff 
floating by ready to top up your 
glass or remove a plate without 
missing a beat. 

Like all modern eateries, you can 
book a table online — which is wise 
due to its current popularity. 

“We always leave a few tables for 
those walk-ins”, said Brad.

Next Door is closed on Monday 
& Tuesdays but open until “late” 
most other days. 

For more information go to their 
Facebook page or  
www.meetmenextdoor.com.au

Bramleigh Estate emerges as a bridal ‘butterfly’

New wateringhole opens Next Door

For enquiries, visit: 
bramleighestate.com.au



Proudly supporting the community since 2002

       sciatica 

      sports injuries 

     frozen shoulder 

    back & neck pain

  headache & migraines

 jaw pain treatment (TMJ)

Shop 2, 90-92 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte (next to Ruby Tuesdays)

Ph 9844 2465
www.osteopathymelbourne.org

Committed local osteopaths, Dr Richard 

Pearce and Dr Sharni Leon established 

practice in Warrandyte in 2002 with a 

vision to provide patients the highest 

quality of Osteopathic care; treating 

“injuries” as well as maintaining the 

“health and wellness” of the body.

We spend longer with you to 
accurately assess, diagnose and treat 
your condition, resulting in fast and 
effective results.

See our website  

for current specials!

New doctors  
now taking new patients

 
Dr Andrew Perrignon

Dr Esther Ko 
Dr Paul Proimos

Dr Irina Fast
Dr Ashraf Zakhary

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients
OPEN 

Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm
Saturday – 9am to 12pm

Warrandyte  
Consulting Rooms

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943
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By LISA MALE-ROBERTSON
KELLYBROOK will be celebrating 
the 30th anniversary of its Cider 
Festival next month with a plethora 
of cider, music, Morris dancers, kids 
entertainment, food, wine and beer.

There will be a stage in the heritage 
garden where the audience can sit on 
picnic blankets under the 125 year 
old ‘great oak’ and watch local and 
interstate musicians.

Band line-up features The Scrims, 
The Quarry Mountain Dead Rats, The 
April Family from Sydney and Mission 
Brown.

The Cider Festival has prided itself 
on showcasing and nurturing a great 
range of musicians in the past such as 
the Teskey Brothers. Morris dancers 
shall roam, our favourite magician will 
entertain all and food trucks featuring 
burgers, stuffed spuds, calamari, 
Indian food, crepes and coffee will 
be there.

Award winning wines will be served 
in the Cellar Door and fabulous local 
singers Jo Pearson and Cath Rutten 
will entertain.

Head Winemaker Stuart Dudine will 
be giving talks about pinot noir and 
cabernet sauvignon.

This is also the only time of the year to 
get your hands on Kellybrook’s famous 
scrumpy.

Brewing has just started and none 
will be available after the weekend.

The vineyard and orchard will also 
be launching their limited release 
‘Forgotten Orchard’ made from the 
heritage cider orchard on the property.

Orchards come and orchards go 
with the development of Melbourne 
these days.

Those of us who live in and around 
the outskirts of Warrandyte are lucky 
to still be able to enjoy good retail 
supplies but also have the unique 
feature of being able to access an 

agricultural experience as well
The joy and warmth about this Cider 

Festival is that it is still a family run, 
family owned agricultural business.

Many orchards or vineyards in the 
area have either been removed and 
developed or are internationally 
owned.

Drop in and meet the staff who, if they 
are not Kelly’s, live within 5kms as the 
raven flies.

Four generations of Kelly’s have 
put work into this property and not 
surprisingly, three generations have 
gone through Wonga Park Primary.

The love of the land continues with 
Jenny Kelly running the Stephanie 
Alexander Kitchen Garden Program 
at the school.

Here are 10 facts you may not know 
about the Kelly family and their 
products:

1.  Alfred and Inez Kelly first moved 
to Wonga Park in 1935.

2.  Darren (Alfred’s son) and Farley 
Kelly were the first to receive a 
vignerons and cellar door license 
in all of the Yarra Valley in 1969 
making them pioneers.

3.  There are five types of heritage 
cider apple trees in the vineyard.

4.  Darren and Farley’s sons took 
over the business (assisted in 
managing the business) several 
years ago. 
Phil manages the Vineyard and 
Winery and Gus manages the 
Riders Brew Co. microbrewery in 
Moorabin.

5.  Phil Kelly started the Festival 
as a university project 30 years 
ago and it has been going from 
strength to strength.

6.  The Riders Brew Co. name was 
created by Phil Kelly and Gus 
Kelly as Phil is a horse rider and 
Gus surfboard rider.

7.  The beers have all won awards at 
the Australian Craft Beer Show 
and the Australian Beer Awards

8.  James Halliday has given the 
winery five out of five stars two 
years in a row.

9.  They have been making their 
unique Traditional Method Cider 
now for over 40 years.

10.  Kelly Brothers Cider has no 
artificial colours or flavours and 
contains five to six whole pieces 
of fruit in each bottle!

Come and experience the Kellybrook 
village feel.

It is your local cidery, winery and 
brewery where grapes and apples are 
hand picked, handmade and family 
owned.

Come and celebrate with us!
It’s the 30th and we’ll be having a 

party! We hope you can join us!
Will you be one who can say “I was 

at the 30th!”?

Bramleigh Estate emerges as a bridal ‘butterfly’ Groove on down to Kellybrook’s 30th cider festival

Tickets selling fast.  
Please see the website:  
kellybrookwinery.com.au, 
Eventbrite, or try your luck  
at the gate.
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Sky Music
Have you ever seen, the colours of your soul?

Have you ever seen, your story being told?

The colours of the sky will find you,

The colours of your life define you.

Green is healing, Mother Nature,

Creative spirit, gold.

Indigo for intuition,

Purple for imagination.

Red will fire your love and passion,

When your heart is cold.

Magenta when you’re feeling crazy,

Blue is when you’re feeling easy.

Have you ever seen, the colours of your soul?

Have you ever been, afraid of growing old?

Photographer Bill McAuley has a new 
muse, our wonderful Warrandyte 
sunsets.

He has captured his beautifully vivid 
images from the top of the Kangaroo 
Ground fire tower and also from a 
vantage point at the end of Alexander 
Road.

“It’s been a very mellow experience 
watching the sun go down over 
Warrandyte for the last six months,” 
said Bill.

Bill will use the images in his new DVD 
production entitled Sky Music where he 
will combine his images with a songs and 
music he co-wrote with keyboardist and 
arranger Bryan Patterson.

Words and photos by BILL McAULEY



Middle Yarra Landcare Network 
Activity Calendar 2018
myln@netspace.net.au   0415 383 328
 http://portphillipwesternport.landcarevic.net.au/myln

Date Day Time Site “R” = ranger attending Melway Activity Rating Group Contact
19/4/18 Thu 9.00-12.00 Gold Memorial Rd  23C10 woody weeding with ACCA diff FOWSP nursery
22/4/18 Sun 10.00-12.00 Martins Lane, Viewbank 20J10 maintenance easy FoYVP Graham
3/5/18 Thu 900-12.00 Walert Ck 23C10 weeding easy FOWSP nursery
17/5/18 Thu 900-12.00 Fiddler Track - R 23C10 fencing mod FOWSP nursery
19/5/18 Sat 1.00-3.00 Gold Memorial Road 35D3 planting easy ACCA Fritz
20/5/18 Sun 10.00-1.00 Warranwood Reserve 36C9 planting   easy WRG Margaret
27/5/18 Sun 10.00-12.00 Sweeneys Flats, Eltham 22B11 planting easy FoYVP Graham
31/5/18 Thu 900-12.00 Buttermans Track - R (Cam) 23C10 planting mod FOWSP nursery
7/6/18 Thu 900-12.00 Endeavour Bank 23C10 planting easy FOWSP nursery
16/6/18 Sat 1.00-3.00 Gold Memorial Road 35D3 planting easy ACCA Fritz
21/6/18 Thu 900-12.00 Buttermans Track- R (Cam) 23C10 planting mod FOWSP nursery
24/6/18 Sun 10.00.12.00 tbd  planting easy FoYVP Graham
5/7/18 Thu 900-12.00 Everard Drive 23C10 planting easy FOWSP nursery
15/7/18 Sun 1.00-3.00 Gold Memorial Road 35D3 planting easy ACCA Fritz
19/7/18 Thu 900-12.00 Pound Bend Ridge 23C10 planting easy FOWSP nursery
29/7/18 Sun 10.00-1.00 Endeavour Bank 23C10 National Tree Day planting easy FOWSP nursery
2/8/18 Thu 900-12.00 Walert Ck - R  planting and weeding mod FOWSP nursery
16/8/18 Thu 900-12.00 Endeavour Bank 23C10 planting easy FOWSP nursery
19/8/18 Sun 1.00-3.00 Gold Memorial Road 35D3 planting easy ACCA Fritz
30/8/18 Thu 900-12.00 Yarra Brae - R 23C10 weeding diff FOWSP nursery
6/9/18 Thu 900-12.00 Ridge Block - R 23C10 weeding and planting mod FOWSP nursery
13/9/18 Thu 900-12.00 Gold Memorial Road 23C10 woody weeding with ACCA easy FOWSP nursery
16/9/18 Sun 10.00-1.00 Warranwood Reserve 36C9 planting(Bushcare’s Major day easy WRG Margaret
27/9/18 Thu 900-12.00 One Tree Hill - R (Kylie) 23C10 weeding mod FOWSP nursery
4/10/18 Thu 900-12.00 Walert Ck - R  23C10 plantng and weeding mod FOWSP nursery
18/10/18 Thu 900-12.00 St Andrews _ R (Cam) 23C10 maintenance mod FOWSP nursery
20/10/18 Sat 2.00-4.00 Currawong Bush Park 34H6 ACCA AGM easy ACCA Fritz
1/11/18 Thu 900-12.00 Whipstick Gully - R 23C10 weeding diff FOWSP nursery
15/11/18 Thu 900-12.00 Walert Ck 23C10 maintenance easy FOWSP nursery
29/11/18 Thu 900-12.00 Nilja, Alexander Rd 23C10 weeding easy FOWSP nursery
6/12/18 Thu 900-12.00 Nursery  break up celebration easy FOWSP nursery

Make a difference now,  restore indigenous 
habitat, learn which indigenous plants are 

best suited for your garden.

Fritz 0439 443 703 Andersons Creek Catchment Area Landcare Group
Nursery 0408 317 327 Friends of Warrandyte State Park
Tracey 0403 739 938 Jumping Creek Catchment Landcare Group
Margaret 9876 3094 Warranwood Reserve Group
Graham 0434 272 258 Friends of YarraValley Parks
Paulina  9722 2332 Wonga Park Environment Group

ACCA  is holding a weekly working bee every 
Wednesday from 10.00-12.00 am meet at Gold 

Memorial Road car park (MelWays 35E2)
YvF Plant Nursery and Friends Shed, open 

every 2nd & 4th Wednesdays of the Mon tat the 
Westerfolds Depot (Melway 33F1) March to June 

Difficulty ratings:
Easy: Even terrain, some light lifting, kneeling and 
bending involved. Few tripping hazards.
Moderate: Uneven terrain, light to heavy lifting, kneeling 
and bending involved. Tripping hazards present.
Difficult: Steep terrain, light to heavy lifting, working in 
over-grown areas and lots of bending. Many tripping 
hazards and slippery surfaces present.

Please remember  for all activies to wear appropriate footwear 
and clothing for the weather, and please bring your own filled 
water bottle. Please note that events will be cancelled in the event 
of a Total Fire Ban day or when weather conditions are deemed 
hazardous.

FOWSP nursery is open: Thursday’s 9:30 am to 12:30 pm; the first Saturday of every month, 9am to 2pm  
(to coincide with the Warrandyte Market) - April to November only 

WPEG
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Autumn colours fill Warrandyte gardens
By KATHY GARDINER

gardening

THE BURNT grass in the lawn 
peeks up its head as the moisture 
lands on it in the morning. 

The dogwoods (cornus) are in 
full colour and the smoke bushes 
(cotinus coggygria) are beginning 
to drop their burgundy leaves 
exposing branches that soon need 
to be pruned.

The Melbourne Garden Show 
has come and gone, filling us with 
ideas and a shopping list for when 
we next visit the local nurseries. 

Local nurseries teasing with 
their “new release” plants and the 
aroma of coffee. 

A couple of weeks ago we were 
praying to get through the hot 
weather and now we can pop a 
bottle of celebratory champagne 
and begin the hard work of 
preparing for winter. 

Very soon it will be time to get 
your permit for a bonfire to burn 
off the garden prunings, it creates 
a sense of excitement for the kids. 

S o m e w h e r e  t o  c o o k 
m a r s h m a l l o w s  a n d  t h r o w 
branches and sticks saved from 
windy summer days. 

Fire pits created from the insides 
of discarded washing machines, 
to depressions dug in the ground 
lined with bricks to a cortex steel 
bowl. 

The perfect weather (with 
lessened fire risk) to enjoy the 
delights of the cool Warrandyte 
evening. 

Remember to always have 
your metal bucket filled with 
water close at hand and the hose 
correctly hooked up and at the 
ready. 

C a m e l l i a ,  d a p h n e  a n d 
r h o d o d e n d ro n s  s h o u l d  b e 
fertilised now but make sure that 
you water in well. 

If you have azaleas (and lots of 
older gardens do) sprinkle with 
some potash so they come up 
with beautiful coloured flowers 
in a month or so. 

A general slow release fertiliser 
can be sprinkled around now as 
you will not need to feed over 
winter. 

Remember to pop a couple of 
fertiliser pellets in the bottom of 
the holes when you are planting 
new plants. 

Oh and the new plants that are 
tempting us now. 

The crepe myrtles with their 
gorgeous burgundy foliage 
and pink blooms, new release 
vegetables and succulents by the 
multitude. 

Succulents will begin to look 
a bit sad soon but be gladdened 
they will bounce back again when 
the hot weather returns. 

Always protect them from frost, 
even if you need to throw an old 
sack over them. 

Get ready and prepare for 
planting your winter crops. 

Winter crops are very generous 
with their supply of goods over the 
coming months. 

Broccoli, cabbages, cauliflower, 
lettuce, leeks, onions, radishes, 
silver beet and spinach can all be 
planted out now. 

W h e n  p l a nt i ng  t h e m  ou t 
remember they are big feeders 
and need lots of nutrients over 
their growing season. 

Give them plenty of compost 
from the compost bin, blood and 
bone will be appreciated, as will 
manure. 

Still lots of bags of manure can 
be found on the side of the roads 
around Warrandyte. 

All winter vegetables like to 

be planted out in a garden bed 
that has been well dug over and 
contains lots of organic matter 
and complete fertiliser.  

Rotted down leaves are perfect 
to be added to the autumn/winter 
vegetable garden.

I think you may be inundated 
with them soon. 

I like to run over them with 
the mower before racking them 
into the garden or adding to the 
compost pile as it aids in the 
speed of decomposing.

All the leafy crops, for example 
spinach, cabbage and cauliflowers 
all like nitrogen added to the soil 
about now.

You might like to try growing 
broad beans which can be planted 
now with a frame to support them. 

They will grow quickly to begin 
with and then slow down as the 
weather cools but they are a hardy 

plant and well worth growing. 
Taste delicious too.
Keep an eye out for pesky 

caterpillars on your seedlings. 
You might need to go out and 

pick off pests as you see them. 
It is a nice job to do in the 

garden. 
Collect them in a bucket and 

feed to the chickens. 
It is better than spraying harmful 

pesticides but if you want a spray 
you might like to investigate 
different recipes for handmade 
garlic sprays which usually do 
the trick. 

Now is also a great time to 
plant lemon trees or maybe try 
cumquats. 

There are lots of new varieties 
available. 

At the Melbourne Garden Show 
you could buy grafted citrus and 
fruit trees with up to five different 
fruits on the same tree. 

There were grafted citrus trees 
with lemons and limes on the 
same tree. 

Meyer lemons now come in a 
dwarf variety which might be nice 
to have planted in a pot near the 
front door. 

A beautiful fragrance and close 
enough to pick fresh fruit when 
you are making your gin and 
tonic. 

Hydrangeas will need to be 
cleaned up as well about this time. 

I have never really had great 
success with hydrangeas but I 
think it is because I cannot keep 
up a constant moist environment 
for them. 

They are starting to lose their 
leaves now and will need cutting 
back so maybe later in the year 
I will try with them again, from 
cuttings this time.

“I am made for autumn. 
Summer and I have a fickle 
relationship, but everything 

about autumn is perfect  
to me. 

Woolly jumpers, Wellington 
boot, scarves, thin first, then 

thick, socks. 
The low slanting light, the 

crisp mornings, the chill in 
my fingers, those last warm 
sunny days before the rain 

and the wind. 
Her moody hues and the 

subdued palette punctuated 
every now and again by a 

brilliant orange, scarlet or 
copper goodbye.”

— by Alys Fowler (a British 
horticulturist and journalist  

well worth researching).
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Organiser of the 
Warrandyte Pottery Expo, 
Jane Annois, has a long-
held love affair with France. 

Around fifteen years ago 
she started sharing this 
passion with her fellow 
Australian potters, and, as 
she explains to the Diary, 
things just evolved from 
there. She now takes tours 
to explore the various 
nooks and crannies of the 
French countryside, and 
it is letting her see the 
country with fresh eyes. 

Having worked in France as a potter, getting to know the 
people and places, I began the first tours in 2004, taking 
Australian potters to meet their counterparts in France. 

We participated in ceramic workshops, exhibitions and 
potters markets. 

This built a ceramic cultural exchange between the 
French and Australian potters, leading to the Pottery Expo 
in Warrandyte, exhibitions at Manningham Gallery, around 
Australia and in France. 

Two of the French potters came to Australia in 2001 to help 
and encourage the first Pottery Expo to get off the ground. 

They have been coming back every few years and will 
be back in Warrandyte next year in February for the 19th 
Pottery Expo.

The tours have extended beyond ceramics over the last 
14 years to cover most regions of France from Brittany, the 
Camargue, Corsica, Provence, Loire, Alsace and more, with 
themes ranging from wine, cuisine, music, gardens, history, 
architecture, walking and the arts.

With a maximum of eight people, the tours are very 
personal and tailored to suit the interests of the group. 

I drive a minibus in France where each day is an 
adventure. 

By focussing on one region we are able to explore in 
more depth, enjoy local markets, festivals and exhibition 
openings, discover a new beach, hilltop village or walking 
track, include a wine tasting and have time to practise our 
French. 

I take five tours a year, three in spring and two in autumn, 
avoiding the crazy summer holiday period in Europe. 

This year I will have two new tours on my list, one to 
Corsica and the other from Biarritz to Bilbao. 

I am so fortunate that many travellers want to come back 
for another tour, so I am always reinventing myself. 

Some people have been on four different trips over the 
years.

Brittany has become a popular trip recently, some years 
I go twice! 

A group from Warrandyte encouraged a discovery of the 
tidal hydro-electricity plant, which takes advantage of the 
13m tides where the river meets the sea. - who knew? 

Also the war tunnels of Guernsey and the isolated corner 
of dramatic landscape on Belle Ile en Mer where Sarah 
Bernhardt lived and entertained the likes of Oscar Wilde 
and various artists. 

Another was the group of friends celebrating a significant 
birthday, all with an interest in textiles and painting, or the 
artists who painted along the dramatic coastline and visited 
extraordinary exhibitions of Chagall and Gauguin; the 
photographers who took stunning shots of the rusty boats in 
the harbour and the seabirds over the 2km low tides, with a 
resulting exhibition at Now and Not Yet Café; or simply the 
group who enjoyed the unique cultural aspects of Brittany. 

So different from any other part of France with its Celtic 
history, standing stones, dolmen and megaliths, the land of 
myths and legends and resurgence of the Breton language. 

One of the activities they all had in common was eating the 
freshly shucked oysters at the beach at Cancale, dangling 
our feet over the pier, and throwing the empty shells onto 
the midden in the water with a crisp glass of dry muscadet 
from the bar next door, while looking at a distant Mont St 
Michel emerging from the water. 

So many oysters, so little time!
A recent addition is the walking tours. 
Over the years I have come across some hidden gems 

while taking time out with my French friends, places 
otherwise I would never have known existed.

I am still exploring and making secret lists for future tours. 
The choices are endless, but I have selected four very 

different landscapes in southeast France, of course my 
favourites. 

We start in the Chartreuse Mountains, famous for its 
monastery and the green liqueur still made by the monks. 

Cows with bells, waterfalls, snowy mountain peaks, we 
look towards the Alpes and Mont Blanc, but we are not 
as high. 

Then south to the Luberon in Provence in a 17th century 
farmhouse on a lavender farm, our base for walks through 
the gorges, and to an ancient Roman fortress, further south 
to Cassis and its cold turquoise water of the Mediterranean. 

Walks to the Calanques in the coastal National Park before 
returning north via Route Napoleon, following his battles 
and rest points to our tiny village near Gap in the Alpes-de-
Haute-Provence. 

Not a tourist in sight, we are there in late May when the 
wildflowers are out, including rare orchids and before the 
‘transhumance’ when the sheep are led up to the mountains 
to graze over the warmer months, and before they eat the 
flowers! 

We swim in the lake [35kms wide], climb a mountain with 

French connections



(03) 9844 2477 
book@warrandytetravel.com.au
2 Webb St, Warrandyte VIC 3113
www.warrandytetravel.com.au

Carolyn, Paul, Anna & Linda take pride in providing clients  
with well planned, value for money travel itineraries.

Give them a call to plan your perfect holiday!
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A human touch
THERE IS much discussion these days 
around booking through a bricks and mortar 
travel agent versus online.

What can a travel agent do that I can’t do 
online?  

I liken this discussion to comparing eating at 
McDonalds against a la carte dining in a fine 
dining restaurant.  

At McDonalds you are offered a simple menu 
whereas at a fine dining establishment you 
have a choice of interesting taste combinations 
that you may not have ever thought of yourself.  

If your needs are simple and you are happy 
to take what’s offered by a robotic search 
engine then there is nothing wrong with online 
booking.  

However if you are looking for more than 
just point to point travel and one hotel then 
you will benefit from working with an expert 
on the other side of the desk in a bricks and 
mortar travel company.

For example: we recently had a client who 
wanted to go to Malaysia, Mainland China 
and Hong Kong. 

The online booking sites, as was our system 
quoted a fare in the vicinity of $8k.  

Our human expertise was able to apply some 
creativity, rework the fare and reduce it by half.

What else do you consider to be the makings 
of a great travel booking experience?

A great travel experience starts the minute 
you walk in the door and are greeted by a 
consultant who genuinely cares about travel 
needs. 

It is vital your travel professional gets to 
know you, knows your likes and dislikes and 
works as your best advocate to provide great 
holiday arrangements – tailored to suit your 
requirements, taste and budget.

Invariably your consultant has travelled to 
the destination and has first-hand knowledge.  

They have great travel tips, can recommend 
restaurants and of course the best places to 
stay.  

I recently travelled to Rajasthan in India – one 
of my favourite parts of the world.  

The back alley tours in the cities of Jaipur 
and Jodhpur provide a wonderful insight into 
the vibrant life that is India – for me these little 
gems are a must but rarely promoted!

A reputable travel company takes pride 
in providing their clients with all options 
enabling them to make informed choices.  

Your booking experience should be ‘almost 
as enjoyable’ as the journey itself.

Our travel expert Carolyn is the manager 
of Warrandyte Travel and Cruise.  Email 
her at - carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au

Ask 
Carolyn

360o views and wander through the fields of wildflowers. 
Last year’s walking tour included a wonderful contingent 

of Warrandytians who have encouraged me to take a garden 
tour next year. 

This will be another new tour in June, the best time for 
gardens in France, in Provence and along the Cote d’Azur 
from Avignon to Nice. 

Already full, I plan to take one again in June 2020. 
Although I have taken groups to Provence countless 

times, it is always different seen through the eyes of walkers 
and scientists, artists and photographers, engineers, wine 
lovers, history buffs and now gardeners. 

I learn so much! 
By having a theme to each tour, it brings like-minded 

people together making for enjoyable shared experiences.

If you are inspired to join Jane on one of her tours, this 
year’s trips are all full, but don’t despair: you can plan 
ahead and reserve a place for 2019 or beyond.

jane@zestefrenchtours.com
www.zestefenchtours.com
Jane 0422942216



PERSONALISED LEARNING . STUNNING FACILITIES . SIMPLIFIED FEES

Billanook’s exceptional teachers provide a holistic education to equip 
every child with the skills for success in a changing world. Our focus on 
personalised learning, stunning and well-resourced learning environment 
and new, simplified fee structure are all part of a Billanook education.

Come and see what makes a Billanook education unique. 

It’s a great time to Belong at Billanook.

BELONG AT BILLANOOK

03 9724 1179

billanook.vic.edu.au

MOOROOLBARK
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By NIETA MANSER
MANY SCHOOLS across Victoria 
joined in the National Day of Action 
Against Bullying and Violence on 
March 16 as a way of showing their 
support to stamp out bullying and 
violence.  

At Anderson’s Creek Primary School 
(ACPS) the staff and students decided 
to use the day to take a pledge to say 
‘no’ to any bullying or violence in their 
school.

At a special assembly held to discuss 
what bullying is with the students, 
Principal, Sue Dyos called on all staff 
and students to sign a pledge that they 
would not participate in any acts of 
bullying or violence against anyone.

The students were then given the 
opportunity to sign a canvas that is 
now proudly displayed in the foyer of 
the office.

This pledge compliments the attitude 
ACPS has towards ensuring their 
students feel safe and happy.

As part of their Student Engagement 
Policy, ACPS has been working hard 
to grow a culture of tolerance and 
inclusive attitudes across all levels in 
the school.

Teachers and leaders have had 

positive results using Restorative 
Practice to address conflict between 
students.

Being proactive has proven to have 
a positive impact on the culture at 
ACPS as teachers deal with any issues 
that arise within schools immediately.

Professional development to build 
skills in this practice has ensured the 
programs successful implementation.

“We are proud to be a school that 
has zero tolerance for bullying and 
violence against its students and staff,” 
said Ms Dyos.

The Principal believes it is important 
to educate the students on what 
bullying really is.

“One act against a student is not 
bullying but rather anything that is 
targeted and repeated would be,” she 
explains.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  V i c t o r i a n 
Department of Education bullying 
can be defined as repeated verbal, 
physical, social or psychological 
aggressive behaviour by a person or 
group directed towards a less powerful 
person or group that is intended to 
cause harm, distress or fear.

Minister for Education, James 
Merlino, believes that children have a 

right to a bully free environment.
“Every child in every school deserves 

to be able to complete their education 
without being bullied,” he said.

To ensure that no cases of bullying 
arise at ACPS, the staff work with 
students to give them the skills and 
confidence they need to deal with 
conflict.

“Students know they can go to any 
staff member for help. 

They can express their feelings and 
seek to resolve and communicate 
what is acceptable behaviour towards 
them,” said Ms Dyos.

“In doing so, the chances of a child 
repeating the behaviour is significantly 
diminished.”

It is through this development in 
culture and language that the students 
at Andersons Creek are now able to 
have open and honest conversations 
with each other and their teachers 
about behaviour and how they are 
feeling.

In doing so they are setting personal 
goals, such as the ‘pledge’.

They are also learning valuable 
lifelong strategies to deal with 
situations in all areas of their lives. 

WARRANDYTE High School (WHS) 
recently received a Digitech Start-
ups Initiative Grant of $10,000. 

With these funds the school has 
been able to build on its digital 
technology resources (Ozobots and 
Sphero robotic balls) and purchase a 
range of educational robots.

These programmable, intelligent 
and educational robots test a broad 
range of abilities as a good balance 
of analytical, creative and practical 
skills are needed to use the robots.

WHS’s digital technology program 
is designed to teach the basics of 
robotics, engineering, and coding 
to better prepare for their science 
and math courses, future careers, 
and general interest in technology.

‘Digital technologies’ is a new 
subject introduced into the 
curriculum this year.

A major focus of the curriculum 
is for students to come up with 
design solutions to problems 
posed by the teacher.

Last term, the Year 7 students 
had to design and build a bridge 
spanning 36cm using only drinking 
straws.

Working in small teams, the 
students tested their constructions 

using bags filled with marbles.
Some of the most effective bridges 

supported around 40 marbles.

Printing their future
A SMALL GROUP of Year 7 
students recently learned how to 
use WHS’s 3D printer through a 
workshop led by Year 11 students 
Bardia Firoozi and Nic Dodds.

Year 7 student Leo Mulder, spoke 
to the Diary about what he learned 
in the workshop.

“The Year 11s showed us how to 
put in the filament for the printer, 
they also told us how to import 
files so that you can print them.

“In the session we printed a little 
cube so that we know how it all 
works.”

Once trained the Year 7 students 
will be able to access the printer at 
lunch times.

In the future, technologies such 
as 3D printing could become a 
common household appliance, 
such as the washing machine.

Not only is this a great head start 
for the students of Warrandyte High 
School but the 3D printer is a great 
asset to these students in their future 
digital technology projects.

EVERY WEEK the staff at Warrandyte 
Primary School are invited to a ‘Kids’ 
Cafe’ in the school’s Bampi building. 

The Kids’ Cafe is run by a group of 
students, with the assistance of the 
school’s enthusiastic and innovative 
team of Integration Aides.  

The students take it in turns to greet 
the teachers at the door, explain the 
day’s menu of  ‘sweet treats’ and 
take their orders, adding up the total 
amount that needs to be paid and 
giving the correct change.  

Students then help make the tea, 
coffee or hot chocolate and serve it.  

“Kids’ Cafe has been running 
for quite a while now,” explains 
Integration Aide, Lea Price.  

“The students love being part of it 
and there are so many valuable skills 
that they’re practising, including 
social skills.”  

Staff agree that this has been a very 
positive innovation at the school, 
which has become a highlight in the 
school week for everyone. 

ACPS says “No Way” to bullying

Kids’ Cafe a sweet success 

High school students 
embrace a digital future
By LEIGH THOMSON

By TRACEY MAILE



We invite you to find out about our curriculum programs, including our transition 
program which commences in Term 2 with Story-time.

Our transition program continues in Term 3 with our “Bridges Program” which  
involves teachers from across the school. During the Bridges Program, children 
will be involved in curriculum programs such as Music, Physical Education, 
Science, Computers and Art. The final transition program in Term 4 will be for all 
enrolled Prep (Foundation) students for 2019. 

Our transition program ensures that your child has a terrific start to their school-
ing. The Open Day and Evening will also give you an opportunity to view our 
attractive facilities.

Open Day
The entire school will be open for visitors from 9am – 12pm with tours at 
10.00am and in the evening at 6.30pm. Please contact the school on  
9844 2757 to make a booking.

At Anderson’s Creek  
Primary School, we are 
extremely proud of the 
quality programs  
delivered by our caring, 
dedicated and  
compassionate teach-
ers. We pride ourselves 
on developing positive  
relationships with  
students, parents and  
the wider community.  
Our school values of 
Responsibility, Respect, 
Honesty & Optimism 
underpin all we do  
at ACPS.

Wednesday, May 23
At Anderson’s Creek Primary School 
Drysdale Road, Warrandyte

EVENING TOUR  
with Principal Sue Dyos 6.30pm

PREP 2019 INFORMATION  
Session 6.45pm

CLASSROOM SHOWCASE  
6.45pm – 7.15pm

MUSICAL PERFORMANCES 
in our theatre 7.15pm – 7.45pm

website www.andersonscreekps.vic.edu.au    phone 9844 2757    email Andersons.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

For further information regarding the 
school please visit our website.

Anderson’s Creek Primary School Open Day/Evening
Prep Tours for 2019 (Foundation) Information Session
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THERE WERE many disappointed 
little faces when the students of 
Anderson’s Creek Primary School 
were told that the Warrandyte 
Festival Parade was cancelled on 
March 17 due to weather conditions.

But living in a fire risk area, the 
children understood the need to put 
safety over fun.

When it was suggested that the 
school hold their own festival, the 
staff at ACPS leapt at the chance to 
give the students an opportunity to 
still be part of Warrandyte’s much 
anticipated annual event.

On Tuesday March 27, ACPS 
invited the students of nearby 
Warrandyte Kindergarden to come 
across and be part of their special 

Festival assembly.
After a sausage sizzle and viewing 

of the float, students made their way 
to the Performing Arts Centre with 
parents and staff to watch a special 
Festival Concert.

The ACPS choir and other musical 
acts that had missed the chance to 
perform at Stiggant’s Reserve were 
given an opportunity to display their 
wonderful talents. 

The day was declared a free dress 
day and children were encouraged 
to wear the costumes they had 
organised for the Parade.

Everyone was dazzled by the 
students ‘gold’ themed outfits 
and enjoyed the festivities all 
afternoon, showing that nothing 

can stop students at ACPS from 
celebrating their much-loved 
annual Warrandyte Festival.

Principal Sue Dyos, told the Diary 
why it was important to allow the 
students to display the fruits of their 
festival labour.

“The Festival is an integral part 
of the Warrandyte community and 
we thought it only fitting that the 
students get a chance to parade 
around in their costumes and 
see the magnificent float their 
art teacher had prepared for the 
parade,” she said.

With the kindergarten children 
also bringing along their handmade 
hats and excitement, it was smiles all 
round at ACPS.

ANDERSON’S Creek Primary School 
(ACPS) has a strong leadership 
program in place which allows its 
Grade 6 students the opportunity to 
nominate themselves to be elected for 
school captain, school vice captain, 
house captain and sports captain’s 
roles.

Leadership skills are a valuable life 
skill and the school prides itself on 
the programmes it has in place to 
help students nurture these important 
tools.

Each year the ACPS gives these 
young leaders an opportunity to attend 
‘GRIP Student Leadership Conference’.

GRIP Leadership is an independent 
organisation that exists to train and 
develop leaders with a special focus on 
school students and the educational 
sector.

“Our students love going to GRIP 
Leadership programs because they 
are fresh, interactive and it gives our 
young leaders a chance to shine” said 
Principle, Sue Dyos.

The day is filled with interactive, 
learning activities that are tailored at 
building student’s leadership skills at 
an age appropriate level.

Grade 6  student  and leader, 
Ashley, spoke to the Diary about her 

experiences on the leadership course.
“We learnt about leading like a 

strawberry not like a watermelon.
“What that means is, you should be a 

strawberry leader because they are the 
same on the inside and on the outside.

“They act the same no matter who 
is around.

“Watermelon leaders are different 
on the outside than the inside and act 
differently around different people, 
you can’t trust them,” she said.

The students left the conference with 
a clear vision, a solid understanding 
and dozens of ideas for their time as 
leaders at Anderson’s Creek Primary 
School.

Grade 5/6 coordinator Tamara 
Brown also attended the conference 
and explained why identifying 
strong leaders at such an early age is 
important.

“We have a responsibility to develop 
leadership potential in young people.

“As teachers, we are in a perfect 
position to nurture the leadership 
potential of children during the 
formative years of their primary 
education.

“Each year, the teachers and our 
students look forward to attending the 
conference.”

Students lead the way

Kids don’t miss out on festival fun
By NIETA MANSER



Welcome to Alexi and 
Rachel joining Rebecca

Phone
(03) 9844 1566

Online Bookings
Now Available

WARRANDYTEPHYSIO.COM.AU

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
2 Trezise St, Warrandyte
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By ED MUNKS
A BIG MONTH to finish the summer season of 
athletics with athletes running in a multitude of 
events both near and far.

ISF World School Cross Country 
Championships 

This international event was  held in Paris in 
the first week of April, where 16 year old Abbey 
Caldwell captained the Australian team in the 
3000m event.

Running in cold conditions on a course that 
went under the Eiffel tower, Abbey ran with the 
leading group all race and finished strongly in 
6th place with a time of 13.50, a mere 17 seconds 
behind the winner.

Abbey and the Australian team also won the 
gold medal for the Girls’ teams event.

Abbey’s next challenge is now on the track 

in July for the IAAF U20 World Track and Field 
1500m championships in Finland.

Abbey is now running at the highest possible 
level after winning the Victorian 1500m and 
3000m state titles and is enjoying her sport 
through regular training and a positive attitude.

Stawell Gift
Easter saw the 137th  running of Australia’s 

richest footrace, the 2018 Australia Post Stawell 
Gift at Central Park in Stawell.

Olivia Ryan, the 2017 women’s Gift winner 
unfortunately had to withdraw on the eve of the 
competition with a leg injury.

A number of local athletes competed at the 
world-famous event, which included US athlete 
Devon Allen, a Rio Olympic finalist in the 100m 
hurdles.

The highlight of the weekend was young 

Harrison Kerr who won and made it through 
to the semi-finals of the 120m gift where he 
finished 7th.

He then competed in the 200m event.
Harrison’s dad, former Warrandyte JFC coach, 

Pat Kerr, said in his understated way after 
Harrison’s Gift performance that: “young Harry 
goes alright in the 200”.

Harrisons progression to the 200m was solid 
whereupon he won his heat and  then the semi-
final. 

In the handicap final he gave as much as 14 
metres head start to some of his competitors.

In a fast race Harrison looked gone coming off 
the bend but then with 30m to go and seemingly 
out of nowhere found another gear to really 
power home strongly and in a blanket finish 
took 4th place, just 0.11 seconds from the winner.

In other events Nicole Reynolds again made the 
semi-finals of the main 120m women’s Gift but 
the handicapper was not too kind to her and she 
did not make the final.

In the U20 800m Ben Munks finished 8th in his 
heat and in the Arrarat RSL Victory Restricted 
Handicap 1600m final finished in 13th place.

16 year old Hugh Parrott was 8th in the 100m 
and followed up with an 18th in the Backmarkers 
1600m final.

The 3200m final saw John Portwood off one of 
the back marks finish in 10th place, John is often 
sighted running along the Ringwood-Warrandyte 
Road.

South Warrandyte’s Todd Ireland won the 
Masters Handicap 100m.

Todd was finalist in the 1990, 120m Gift, sons 
Darcy and Jake also made the final of the open 
100m handicap and finished 3rd and 2nd.

Zoe Glassbarrow won her way through to the 
final of the girls U18 100m where she finished 
in 6th  place where Elise Sapardanis from 
Warranwood and a former Yarra Valley Grammar 
student won the event in a thrilling finish.

Elouise Kerr also competed in the 70m with a 
7th in the heat and a strong 5th in the U18 100m.

Old stager Ricky Dunbar competing in the 
Masters’ Handicap 300m was 2nd in his heat but 
not enough to make the final where Wonga Parks 
Mark Glassbarrow finished 8th.

Jessica Payne from Wonga Park ran a 7th  in 
her heat of the Women’s Gift 120m and Hamish 
Adams from Croydon North and a 2017 Yarra 
Valley Grammar School student got second place 
in the main 120m Stawell Gift Final.

Kangaroo Ground local Craig Mair also coached 
Aiden Green to win the 70m final.

In the Little Athletics section Lachlan Parrott ran 
a fast 400m qualifying time to blitz the opposition, 
including brother Matt who came 7th, to win his 
way through to the final, but finished 10th in the 

final after being re-handicapped.
He also finished 5th in the 100m semi-finals.
Matt Parrott ran in the 400m where he finished 

with his typical late sprint and followed up with 
a 4th in the heats of the 100m, Harriette Glover 
was steady in her 400m with a 6th in her heat and 
4th in the 100m heats.

Alice Glover 3rd in her 100m heat and 9th in 
the 400m.

Little Aths State track and field 
Held at Lakeside Stadium, the competition saw 

North Warrandyte’s Amelia Djeric in the U11 
perform strongly with a Gold medal in 100m and 
a pair of Silver medals in the 200m and long jump.

Matthew “The Fast” Parrott in the U13s was 17th 
in the 200m and 20th  in 100m, while Lachlan 
Parrott in the U15s came 12th in the long jump, 
and Harriette Glover ran strongly for a 4th in the 
300m hurdles and an 8th in the 800m final.

East Doncaster Little Athletics Club 
award winners:

U15s Harriette Glover, 2nd  girls and Lachlan 
Parrott, 3rd boys, U14s Patrick Ward 1st, Alice 
Glover got 3rd in  the U13 girls, whilst in the U12s 
Sebastiaan Mellet boys 2nd  and Cayden Ray 
3rd  and in the girls Rhianna Cummings came 
2nd and Holly Hansen 3rd.

Amelia Djeric in the U11 girls finished 2nd, 
U10s Adam Mellet 1st boys and Ava McEvoy 
1st in the girls.

Phoenix Ray was 2nd in the U9 boys, Indi Travis 
in the U8 girls won the Most Determined, Frazer 
Cummings 2nd  in the U7 boys, Chloe Baldock 
1st  and Macey Hansen 2nd  and Karlie van Zyl 
3rd in the girls section.

U6s saw Zander Ray 1st  and Hunter Travis 
3rd in the boys.

Chloe Baldock also took out the Best On Track 
Girl for the club.

East Doncaster club President Jacqui Ward was 
also awarded a well-deserved life membership of 
the club after 10 years on the committee. 

Her highlights included son Nicholas winning 
two silver medals at the state U9 and U10 4x100m 
relays along with a local boy Callum Pynt.

As a young girl, Jacqui also competed for the 
club at Little Aths in the 1970’s and has a strong 
connection with the sport, as her mum is also a 
life member of the Doncaster Centre.

Jacqui is continuing as club president for a third 
and final year.

For more information on joining East 
Doncaster Little Athletics Club contact Director 
of Coaching Peter Sharpe on 0413 777 107 or 
Piri Edwards on 0419 702 691.

East Doncaster Little Athletics Club is 
sponsored by Warrandyte Community Bank.

Local runners take success in their stride

Abbey Caldwell

Stawell photos:  
PAUL REYNOLDS

Harrison Kerr Karlie van Zyl, Macey Hansen, Chloe BaldockNo.14 — Ben Munks No.11 — Ricky Dunbar
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By FRANS BROUWER
AFTER MORE than a month of dry 
weather, the last weekend of the 
2017/18 cricket season started with a 
drenching.

In the meantime, just one Hawks 
Senior team qualified for finals – the 
1st XI, which finished the regular 
season on top.

On the other hand, four out of eight 
Junior teams reached the finals, and 
both O40s Veterans had done so 
earlier.

Senior Presentation Night is at Club 
Kilsyth on Saturday April 28.

The 1st XI
In the Newey Qualifying Final, 

Croydon Ranges won the toss and 
batted.

A 99 run opening partnership helped 
them to 3/172 at tea.

They compiled a massive 8/418 
by stumps (Josh Exley 3/51, Brian 
Kulasena 2/60).

In reply, the Hawks slipped to 4/45 
before a 39-run partnership, and then 
another collapse to 8/110.

A 40-run partnership between Lucas 
Williams and Alex Cattanach ended 
the innings (Williams 28, Exley 23).

In the Preliminary Final, Croydon 
North won the toss and batted.

They slipped to 2/17 before a 57-run 
partnership.

Wickets tumbled regularly until 
they reached 7/141 and then a 55-run 
partnership for the 8th wicket.

Captain Josh Barrett then cleaned 
up the tail (Barrett 5/45, Exley 3/26).

The Hawks responded with 4/70 off 
46 overs at tea.

They slumped further to 6/108 
in the 58th over before a 42-run 
partnership between Tom Peter-
Budge and Jackson Braunthal restored 
some hope.

Braunthal’s wicket in the 69th over 
left the Hawks needing 58 runs off 
11.3 overs.

Nikoda Brooking joined Peter-Budge.

15 runs in the 74th over reduced the 
asking rate to 26 off 6 overs, and this 
was quickly whittled down.

Brooking guided a four over slips to 
seal a win with just eight deliveries 
remaining (Peter-Budge 143 n.o., 
Brooking 13 n.o., Braunthal 12).

The Grand Final re-match against 
Croydon Ranges was held up by rain 
until tea, and the umpires considered 
conditions too dangerous, so the 
match turned into a one-dayer.

The Hawks won the toss and batted.
4/24 in the 13th over did not bode 

well, and the match was effectively 
over at 9/64.

An unbroken 38-run partnership 
for the last wicket between Lucas 
Williams and Alex Cattanach at least 
provided a target (Cattanach 23 n.o., 
Williams 14 n.o., Barrett 14).  

An early wicket to Cattanach 
provided a glimmer of hope, but this 
was extinguished by a 2nd wicket 
partnership of 56, during which three 
chances were missed off the bowling 
of an unlucky Williams, and another 

off Brian Kulasena.
Wickets in successive overs at 85 

and 86 merely delayed the inevitable 
(Barrett 2/29, Exley 1/10, Cattanach 
1/21).

After the 143 n.o.  by Peter-Budge, 
the next best scores during the three 
finals were 28 by Williams, 23 n.o. by 
Cattanach, and 23 by Exley.

Peter-Budge scored 153 runs, 
average 76.5, while Williams (batting 
at 9 or 10) was next-best with 42 runs 
at 42.0, and Cattanach (No. 11) was 
unbeaten with 36 runs in two innings.

Barrett (8/157 off 40 overs, averaged 
just under 20 with a strike rate of just 
over 5 overs per wicket) and Exley 
(7/87 off 31 overs, averaged 12.4 with 
a strike rate of 4.5 overs) were easily 
the pick of the bowlers.

RDCA Juniors
Three of the five RDCA teams 

reached finals.
U12-5 lost their first final, the U14-2s 

won their semi-final against the top 
team, but lost the Grand Final, and 
U14-5 won both finals to take the flag.

Report from the boundary U16-3
3 wins, 6 losses, 1 draw,  

7th on the ladder
Round 10 Hawks 8/279 (Jackson 

Braunthal 140 n.o., Aden Hood 52 n.o.) 
beat Bayswater Park/Templeton 6/262.

Report from the boundary U14-2
5 wins, 6 losses, 1 draw,  

4th on the ladder
Round 12 Hawks 120 (Ryan Hogg 30, 

Kyan Brasher 27) lost to Wonga Park 
8/135 (Hogg 2/13, Brasher 2/17);

Semi-final Bayswater Park 76 (Adam 
Hogg 3/7) lost to Hawks 4/80;

Grand Final Templeton 8/163 (Ryan 
Hogg 5/36) beat Hawks 85 (Hogg 25 
n.o.).

Report from the boundary U14-5
5 wins, 4 losses, 1 draw,  

2nd on the ladder
Round 10  Norwood/Wonga Park 

8/171 (Matthew Haysom 3/22) beat 
Hawks 165 (Haysom 48);

Semi-final  Hawks 3/123 beat 
Warrandyte 120;

Grand Final Mooroolbark 9/76 (Ben 
Richardson 3/7) lost to Hawks 8/100.

Report from the boundary U12-1
1 win, 9 losses, 2 draws,  

6th on the ladder
Round 12 Hawks 147 (Haylee Landi 

50) lost to Norwood 5/251.
Report from the boundary U12-5

7 wins, 9 losses, 1 draw,  
4th on the ladder

Round 16 Warranwood 31 (Beau 
Garrett 2/3) lost to Hawks 6/73 (Garrett 
21 n.o., Max Beach 17);

Round 17 Chirnside 5/134 beat 
Hawks 4/79 (William Tsoukatos 18ret 
n.o.);

Semi-final Chirnside 92 beat Hawks 
5/86. 

Friday night Box Hill Reporter 
DCA Juniors

The U16 team entered the finals with 
just one loss — in Round 1.

It ended the finals with the first 

Hawks flag in the Box Hill competition.
T h e  t w o  U 1 4  t e a m s  f o u n d 

competition much tougher, with just 
three wins between them, but the 
experience of playing in a new Junior 
competition will prove invaluable 
down the track.

Report from the boundary U16
8 wins, 1 loss,  

1st on the ladder
Round 11 St Davids 92 (Nick Walker 

5/17) and 6/114 lost to Hawks 6/227 
(declared) (Hayden Daniell 100 ret 
n.o., Declan Mulqueen 39);

Semi-final Blackburn 129 (Walker 
5/14) lost to Hawks 1/132 (Daniell 49 
n.o., Jordan Milne 41 n.o.);

Grand Final Hawks 8/173 (Milne 49, 
Daniell 35, Jackson Braunthal 56) beat 
Laburnum 144.

Report from the boundary U14A
1 win, 7 losses,  

7th on the ladder
Round 11 Heatherdale 6/199 (Lucas 

Bridger 3/24) beat Hawks 99 (Bridger 
49).

Report from the boundary 
U14B Gold

2 wins, 7 losses,  
8th on the ladder

Round 11 St Davids 5/221 beat 
Hawks 75.

Colman Reserve 
Change Room Project

As previously reported, the concrete 
foundations and back wall for the 
change rooms were poured in January, 
and renovation of the social rooms was 
well underway.

Since then, insulation has been 
installed in the roof space and the roof 
itself replaced, the change room walls 
erected, and their floor poured.

Formwork has been constructed for 
the roof of the change rooms.

The deck, extending from the 
existing social rooms to the front of 
the change rooms, should hopefully be 
poured by the time this Diary edition 
is published.

Great season end for Hawks 1st XI and U16s

By TONY HONEYBOURNE  
and MAREE NEIL
THE PARCHED earth around 
Warrandyte (and especially the 
en-tout-cas tennis courts) have 
been crying out for rain for months.

We all breathed a sigh of relief 
to hear that the forecast was for a 
torrential downpour on Saturday 
March 24.

All, of course, except those who 
were involved in the tennis grand 
finals.

Juniors
GSD3
The girls kicked off at Warrandyte 
and managed to stay dry for the 
start of the match.

Determined to complete it, the 
girls soldiered on through the last 
two sets in the pouring rain.

Dubbed the “Raining Premiers”, 
WTC’s GSD3 girls sailed to victory 
over Koonung.

The girls won easily taking five 
sets to one.

The final game score was 37 to 25.
T h i s  m a k e s  i t  t h e i r  4 t h 

premiership in a row. 
Congratulations to  Sophie 

Gurney, Jackie Rota, Erica Hamilton 
and Kylani Czarnecki.

These girls have been unbeatable 
and have earned the honour of 
playing in Section 1 next season.

We wish them all the very best.

JOSD9
At the same time, the JOSD9 team 
were playing their grand final 
match away in Doncaster.

Their opponents spent the entire 
season on top of the ladder and 
only conceded 23 points from the 
season maximum of 140 points, so 
it was always going to be a tough 
grand final to win.

But the girls in Warrandyte’s 

JOSD9 Green, who had brushed 
aside Nunawading six sets to two 
sets in the semi-final the week 
before, were anything but deterred.

They pushed Doncaster to within 
two games of taking an upset win, 
eventually going down four sets 
each 38 games to 36 with the final 
sets played in drought breaking 
rain.

Team Manager and club coach, 
Craig Haslam, had nothing but 
praise for the efforts of the team.

“They showed great composure 
under the pressure of a very closely 
fought Grand Final,” he said. 

Well done to Farrah Haslam, 
Dedre van Zyl, Chloe Lawrence, 
Jazelle Hammond and Taoh Marsh.

Seniors
The postponed SD1 final will be 

played on April 22.

OSD3
In contrast to the weather on 

the Saturday, WTC’s OSD3 team 
played a mammoth eight sets in 
the glorious sunshine on Sunday 
March 25.

Warrandyte’s men held on against 
Box Hill to take the premiership 
flag.

Two of the three rubbers were 
settled in a tie-break set.

Congratulations to Alistair Tudor 
and Darren Fung who played the 
final.

Special mention also goes out 
to Matthew Neil and Colin Chan, 
also members of the team, who 
played during the season and in 
the semi-final paving the way for 
today’s victory.

A wonderful effort team.

SD3
The delayed SD3 final was played 
in perfect autumnal weather on 
Saturday April 7.

Warrandyte played North Balwyn 
for the premiership.

Both teams finished 3rd and 
4th on the ladder, respectively, 
knocking out both of the East 
Camberwell teams (positioned 1st 
and 2nd) in the lead up to the final.

In the beginning the result 
looked like it wasn’t going to go 
Warrandyte’s way with the boys 
going down to North Balwyn in the 
first two doubles matches.

It was going to be an up-hill battle 
to crawl back from here.

They needed to win three out of 
four of the singles rubbers to win 
the match and that was just what 
the team achieved.

In a nail-biting final Michael 
Ashfield took the deciding set to 
a tie-break.

With the tie-break score at 5–4 
in Michael’s favour, a cramp in his 
right calf halted the game.

The wait was agonising but 
he recovered in a few minutes 
continuing the game to take the 
lead at 9–7.

Then his opponent suffered a 
cramp.

No joke!
Another agonising delay and 

finally play continued to allow 
Michael to take the set by winning 
the tie-break 10–8.

The Warrandyte cheer squad 
breathed, cheered and jumped 
for joy.

Another Warrandyte premiership 
victory.

Congratulations to Tristan 
Jackson, Michael Ashfield, Colin 
Chan and Matthew Neil who 
played the final.

A special mention also to Matt 
Cook, Darren Fung and Jonathan 
Dao who played during the season 
and contributed to the victory.

Wet final fails to dampen summer of tennis
GSD3

OSD3 Darren Fung SD3
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By MATTHEW QUICK
WARRANDYTE 6th XI played Wonga 
Park 7th XI in a home grand final on 
the weekend of March 17 and 18.

Warrandyte went through after 
scoring a comfortable win against 
Chirnside Park in the semis, while 
Wonga Park took a huge win, smashing 
Croydon Ranges to go through to the 
season decider.

It was always going to be a close 
game, as numbers one and two on the 
ladder faced off, with both sides having 
played each other twice, each winning 
one a piece.

The first day’s play of the two-day, 
split-innings match began with 
Warrandyte winning the toss and 
opting to bowl, claiming their first 
wicket in the 10th over. 

Just before the end of Wonga 
Park’s first session, Halley Simpson 
claimed a much needed 3rd wicket 
for Warrandyte and his first, leaving 
Wonga Park 3/66 at the break.

Then Warrandyte came out to bat 
with Greg Warren and Diarmuid 
McAlary opening, by the end of the 
day Travis Jackson and Bailey Thomas 
were in and Warrandyte stood at 2/81.

Going into day two, Warrandyte were 
in a good position, one wicket up with 
a 25 run lead.

Warrandyte resumed with the bat and 
shortly after play had continued, Bailey 
Thomas made a very well deserved 
half century before succumbing for 68.

Warrandyte played strong and made 
a solid 168 off the 70 overs.

Wonga Park came into bat needing 
103 runs to win off 35 overs. 

The Warrandyte bowlers started 
out strong, limiting Wonga Park to 
6/119 off 60 overs — 50 runs were still 
required off the last ten, with a run rate 
of five an over required.

Warrandyte had the upper hand until 
the final three overs, with Wonga Park 
needing eight more runs to win. 

Warrandyte held the batsmen to four 
runs required off the final over.

Everyone was on the edge of their 
seats, but on the very first ball off the 
last over Tyler Parker from Wonga Park 
let rip and cracked one for four, sealing 
the match in Wonga Park’s favour.

It was a very tight match to see out 
the 2017/2018 season.

Bailey Thomas won a much deserved 
the MVP award, acknowledging his 68 
runs stretch.

AFTER HAVING three teams 
make the finals for season 
2017/18, Warrandyte’s senior 
teams have unfortunately 
finished up with no flags for 
the season, despite two of  
the teams making the Grand 
Final.

The 3rd, 5th and 6th XIs made 
it to the final rounds, U14-
5 player and aspiring writer 
Matthew Quick was down at 
the ground for the 6th XI Grand 
Final and has provided the 
Diary  with a match report 
(story below).
Warrandyte Juniors win flag

Warrandyte’s Under 12-7s 
have delivered the only Grand 
Final win for the entire club, 
winning their Grand Final 
against Croydon Ranges on 
March 23.

Warrandyte bowled first and 
kept Croydon Ranges to 67 runs, 
dismissing them in the 17th 
over of the day with 3 wickets to 
Charlie Sizer (3/4).

War randyte would pass 
Croydon Ranges and also finish 
their innings in the 17th over 
with a score of 4/79.

Despite losing skipper Tate 
Hodgson for less than his usual 
contribution, Sizer and Orlando 
McDowell saw the team over 
the line and delivered a great 
win.

Tate Hodgson was awarded 
season MVP for demonstrating 
the club values on and off the 
field. 

He took home a cricket bat 
courtesy of sponsor Quinton’s 
IGA

3rd XI finals foray
After a promising start to the 

match with opening batsman 
Alex Coutts smashing his way 
to his first club century with 17 
fours, Warrandyte fell short by 
a heartbreaking three runs in 
their elimination final.

Coutts’ century tops off a 
fantastic year for the young man 
who almost guided the team 

over the line. 
But at the fall of the fifth 

wicket, Coutts took the long 
walk so did the 3rd XIs season.

C o m e  t h e  f i n a l  o v e r, 
Warrandyte were almost over 
the line but a devastating final 
over by North Ringwood’s 
Matthew Hepburn took 3/0 
sealing Warrandyte fate.

5th XI finals foray
Beating St Andrews in their 

semi final by a single run, 
Warrandyte would face Wonga 
Park’s 6th XI in the Grand Final.

Jackson took 4/33 aided by 
Damien Closs (3/29) to restrict 
their more fancied opposition 
and give Warrandyte a run 
chase of 161.

Proving himself on the bat as 
well as the ball, Jackson then 
went on to rack up 73 runs 
— which included 12 fours 
and two sixes — before being 
bowled for the third wicket.

Warrandyte managed to pip 
St Andrews at the post and 

By JOSH HUNTLY
WARRANDYTE’S O40s squad were 
pipped at the post in a final over 
thriller, pushing an undefeated South 
Croydon side to the limit in a two-
wicket defeat at Kimberly Reserve.

Winning the toss and electing to 
bat, openers Pete Hanson and Vice-
Captain Mick Spence strode out to the 
middle to begin proceedings.

They stood tall against some tight 
early bowling from the consistent 
Bulldogs outfit until Spence was 
caught for 19, bringing Travis Jackson 
to the crease.

An early boundary by Jackson was 
ominous for South Croydon but his 
innings would be short lived after he 
was trapped LBW.

James Weatherley made a start but 
was also dismissed early, leaving the 
Bloods teetering slightly at 3/62 at the 
halfway mark of the innings.

Hanson continued to toil away at the 
other end and was eventually joined at 
the crease by Sean Dixon.

The form batsman of the competition 
got off the mark with a towering six 
and he continued to flay boundaries 
all around the ground for most of his 
innings in an entertaining display of 
power hitting.

Dixon finished much the way he 
started, effortlessly pulling his last 
delivery over square leg for six and 
passing the retirement total with 43 
n.o.

Hanson was eventually dismissed 
for a hard-earned 26, returning to the 
pavilion and to the appreciation of the 
Warrandyte supporters.

Late hitting from Buzz Lawson, Evan 

Theodorou and Pete Mackey 
saw Warrandyte play out their 
innings 8/139.

Buoyed by the vocal crowd, 
Spence opened the bowling 
and maintained a consistent 
line and length with his left 
arm swing, restricting South 
Croydon’s batsmen early in 
their innings.

D i x o n ,  h o b b l e d  b y  a 
hamstring injury for the 
maj o r i t y  o f  t h e  mat c h, 
came into the attack and 
also bowled well, eventually 
finding the Bloods first wicket 
which was nicked through to 
keeper Pete Mackey.

The Bulldogs recovered, not 
losing another wicket until 
the 11th over when Dixon 
struck again, caught expertly 
in the field by Rob Fyfe and 
leaving the opposition 2/44.

The game continued to twist 
and turn but with Warrandyte 
requiring quick wickets the 
skipper Chris Callow brought 
himself and Mackey in to 
bowl.

It would be Mackey who captured 
the third wicket, his delivery spooned 
up to Fyfe whose hands were safe yet 
again.

Another twist came when one of 
South Croydon’s batsmen retired on 
score, meaning he could not return to 
bat due to revised Veterans rules.

Ben Trayford came in to bowl and 
took 2/2 from his two overs which 
sparked a mini collapse for South 
Croydon.

Mackey took two more crucial 

Warrandyte Seniors miss out on ultimate victory
Juniors claim bragging rights for 2017/18
By RYAN HOIBERG

Thriller final for Bloods 6th XI

Valiant veterans go down in heart-stopping Grand Final
Sean Dixon Michael Spence

Photos: Field of View 

score the required extra run to 
give them victory 9/162 and a 
place in the Grand Final.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e e k , 
Warrandyte faced Wonga 
Park and despite a close and 

competitive match, lost by  
four wickets.

Wonga Park went into the 
final as favourites and played 
to their form.

Warrandyte set a total of 202, 

again with Jackson leading at 
the top of the order with 84 and 
Steve Grocott’s 44 n.o. guided 
them home, but ultimately a 
patient run chase from Wonga 
Park was successful.

Tate Hodgson receives his MVP award 
from IGA manager Dale Farrugia

Under 12-7s celebrate finals victory

wickets to finish his spell and set up
a grandstand finish in the final over.

The Bulldogs required three more 
runs but at eight wickets down, 
Warrandyte needed one wicket to win 
with one of their batsmen retired.

However, the victory wasn’t to be as 
South Croydon passed the total on the 
third delivery and took the title.

Despite the defeat, it was a season 
well had for the Bloods who were 
greeted by a warm round of applause 
by a proud group of fans.

Photos: JANE LAWSON



APRIL 2018 Warrandyte Diary 35

THE JUNGLE drums are beating 
down at Warrandyte Football Club 
as the club held its season launch to 
cap off an exciting pre-season.

Club president Peter Hookey 
introduced a new look football club 
to a packed Grand function room, 
including a host of new players, new 
sponsors and coaching staff.

Ho oke y was als o pleas e d to 
announce that the Honourable Kevin 
Andrews has pledged his support 
to Bloods as the club’s number one 
ticket holder for the 2018 season.

Local member for Warrandyte, the 
Honourable Ryan Smith has also 
pledged his support to the club.

Spons orship manager Jackie 
Austin welcomed back a host of 
major sponsors, including local 
community stalwarts Quinton’s 
SUPA IGA and The Grand Hotel 
Warrandyte as well as newly minted 

platinum sponsorships with Jellis 
Craig Real Estate and new jumper 
sponsors Madisons Lawyers.

Cygnet Accounting and Yarra 
Valley Toyota continue their ongoing 
support of the club also. 

Keen to overturn a disappointing 
2017 season, the club has appointed 
ex-Fitzroy utility Anthony McGregor 
as head coach to lead the charge.

McGregor’s significant coaching 
credits across the local leagues, 
coupled with a fresh game plan 
has produced an atmosphere of 
encouragement which the club 
hopes will produce a stellar 2018 
season as the club embarks on a 
new era.

Driven by the mantra positive 
minds see success, McGregor praised 
the playing group for approaching on 
and off-field changes with an open 
mind and highlighted the revitalised 

club culture when he addressed the 
crowd.

“That’s been our motto from night 
one: ‘positive minds see success.’

“It’s on the back of our singlets, it’s 
in our heads and all we want to do is 
improve, enjoy playing football and 
being around good people,” he said.

McGregor also praised the club’s 
commitment during training.

“We looked the part, felt the part 
and we’ve had 50 plus at training... 
absolutely fantastic start.

“Not only was the excitement there, 
but the attention was there and the 
ability to actually believe in what 
we’re trying to do is there and I think 
that’s been a major step.”

Retaining the majority of the 
playing group from last season, a 
new look Warrandyte outfit has 
welcomed a host of new faces to 
Warrandyte Reserve such as Luke 

Parker over from Doncaster, who will 
be taking up the assistant coaching 
mantle and hoping to inject some 
experience to a youthful Bloods side.

“I met Luke Parker, possibly the 
most positive person I’ve ever met in 
local football and football in general.

“Heart on his sleeve, passionate, 
positive, all the boxes under the sun 
ticked.

“With Parks (Luke Parker) and the 
rest of the coaching staff, they’ve 
gone about recruiting for the right 
type of people.”

Alongside Parker as inclusions 
into the senior ranks are Mitch 
and Lachlan Buckley, Josh Meyers, 
Jordan Powell, Nicholas Johnstone 
and Andrew Briffa, all named to 
make their Bloods debut in Round 1.

Club Captain Michael Cullum 
along with Vice Captains Luke Dunn 
and Troy Ratcliffe return to lead the 

club as part of a new-look leadership 
group that also includes Andrew 
White, Charlie Johnstone and Josh 
Beasley.

The reserves leadership will consist 
of newly minted skipper Trent 
Parker, Luke Brewis and Drew Corke.

The club is bolstered by the return 
of the Under 19 side after a hiatus 
during the 2017 season, securing 
the youth talent pool the club prides 
itself on.

Dave Smith has been appointed as 
coach to lead the charge.

To cap off an encouraging night, the 
crowd was treated to a video message 
from the Wizard of Warrandyte 
himself, Winter Olympic Bronze 
Medallist Scotty James.

“Good luck in the 2018 season, 
can’t wait to come down and see 
some games in Warrandyte,” he said.

“Go hard, it’s in our blood.”

By JOSH HUNTLY
THE BLOODS failed to find a  

win in the first round of the 2018 
season but showed promising signs 
across the board in front of a sizeable 
home crowd.

Seniors
The Senior squad were eager to start 

their season on a positive note and 
if their first goal was any indicator of 
their intentions in Division Three, fans 
could be set for an entertaining year.

The first clearance of the game found 
its way into the Bloods forward fifty 
and into the hands of Nikoda Brooking.

Right on fifty and pushed up to the 
boundary, Brooking converted the 
difficult chance in front of a strong 
home crowd and the Seniors were off 
the mark.

It was a tight tussle in the first quarter 
as both teams struggled to gain the 
ascendancy early. 

New recruit Mitch Buckley was 
strong early, imposing himself on the 
contest in tandem with Zach Ballard.

The Bears kicked quick goals 
however to take a 17-point lead into 
quarter time.

T h e  Bl o o d s  p u t  o n  a  s t ro n g 
performance in the second term as 
they executed quick passages of play 
to catch The Basin napping in defence.

Goals to Jordan Powell, Josh Beasley, 
Michael Cullum and another to 
Brooking saw a swift turnaround in 
fortunes and at half-time Anthony 

McGregor’s men held a one goal 
advantage.

Max Jaffrey was dealt  a cruel  
blow after he broke his finger in the 
second quarter.

The promising young player is set for 
an extended period on the sidelines.

The third quarter was an enthralling 
one to watch. Lewis Oliver stood tall 
in defence and Ruckmen Andrew 
Briffa and Taylor Hayton worked  
well together.

Brooking continued to find the ball 
and the goals, adding another to his 
tally late in the quarter.

Both teams went goal for goal and 
at the final change it was a one-point 
game.

With everything to play for leading 
into the last quarter, McGregor 
implored his players to banish the 
demons of 2017 and finish strongly.

Those hopes evaporated when the 
Bears slammed home seven goals, 
overrunning the Bloods in the last.

Vice-Captain Michael Cullum scored 
a late consolation goal but it wasn’t to 
be on the opening day of Warrandyte’s 
season, The Basin running out 29-point 
winners.

Nikoda Brooking was named 
Warrandyte’s best for his three-goal 
performance.

Warrandyte 10.4-64 
def by The Basin 14.9-93

Best: Nikoda Brooking, Josh Beasley, 
Lewis Oliver, Andrew Briffa, Scott 
Ternes, Toby Versteegen

Goals: Nikoda Brooking 3, Michael 
Cullum 2, Josh Beasley 2, Jordan 
Powell, Mitch Buckley, Luke Dunn

Reserves
The Reserves blitzed their opponents 

early, slotting the first four goals of 
the game in what would be a bruising 
encounter against a big bodied Basin 
side.

An experienced Bloods outfit 
displayed strong clearance work out 

of the middle and slick ball movement 
to take the lead within the first minute 
with Bailey Campbell  opening 
Warrandyte’s account for 2018.

Goals to Sid Phillip-Owen and 
debutant Brendan Ludbrook saw 
them skip out to a 16-point lead at the 
first change.

The Bears eventually came out of 
hibernation after the break, trimming 
the margin with three quick goals to 
start the second term. 

The experienced heads of Tim 
Beasley and Mat Munro toiled away 
in the midfield and Lochlan Ruck 
converted a crucial set shot on the 
siren to hold a slender one-point lead.

Overusing the ball would be the 
Bloods downfall after half time.

New skipper Trent Parker tried hard 
as did Drew Corke who tried to inject 
some controlled ball movement off 
half back.

Ultimately, sloppy skills set the tone 
for the rest of the game and The Basin 
eventually ran out 32-point victors.

Warrandyte 7.5-47  
def by The Basin 12.7-79

Best: Sid Phillip-Owen, Tim Beasley, 
Lochlan Ruck, Mat Munro, Luke 
Brewis, Drew Corke.

Goals: Trent Parker 2, Sid Phillip-
Owen 2, Brendan Ludbrook, Lochlan 
Ruck, Bailey Campbell

Under 19s 
The 19s kicked off the 2018 season 

w ith a  tough loss,  f ielding an 

inexperienced side with a number of 
Under 17s filling in and playing with 
16 on the ground.

The game began on an even keel, 
with Warrandyte trailing by just two 
goals against a fast-starting Basin side.

The young Bloods were eager for 
the contest and were silky in various 
passages of play.

Numbers would be telling in the 
contest however as the Bears pulled 
away to hold a five-goal lead at half 
time.

T h e re  w e re  p ro m i s i n g  s i g n s 
throughout the quarter, often showing 
quick hands around the contest and 
hitting targets around the ground.

Jake Trewella and David Wilson 
continued to battle it out in the 
midfield but the full-strength Basin 
side turned on the afterburners in the 
last half to run out 10-goal winners. 

The 19s will be better for the run and 
with players to return this week, they’ll 
hope to rebound against Donvale this 
coming weekend.

Callum Padfield presented well 
up forward for his two goals while 
Mackenzie Smead was often a strong 
option down the line.

Warrandyte 8.3-51  
def by The Basin 17.9-111

Best : Jake Trewella, Mackenzie 
Smead, Darcy Poole, David Wilson

Goals: Callum Padfield 2, Darcy 
Poole, Tyson Sproule-Carrol

By JOSH HUNTLY
ANTHONY McGREGOR has taken the 
mantle of Warrandyte’s head coach, a 
position held in high esteem by the local 
community.

Underneath the veneer of the mild-
mannered coach however, is a Warrandyte 
family man with serious footballing 
credentials.

Reservoir, Bundoora and South Morang 
have all been guided by McGregor during 
his extensive coaching career and saved the 
beleaguered Reservoir from relegation in 
the Northern Football League back when 
he was coach.

As early as 16, McGregor was already 
plying his trade in high level football, 
making his debut for VAFA club Brunswick, 
it was a proud moment not just for 
McGregor but his family as well.

“My grandfather was a staunch supporter 
of Brunswick football club and as a young 
fella I suppose my aim was to play senior 
footy for his club,” he said.

“Back in the day VAFA was pretty hardcore, 
it was good hard football and I set myself a 
goal to play, which I did.

“I obviously made my grandfather and my 
family pretty proud.”

Following his Brunswick career, he 
moved over to Collingwood’s Under 19 
program and from there joined VFA side 
Prahran, lining up under the tutelage of a 

Collingwood great and a current-day radio 
personality.

“I played with a few of my friends from 
Collingwood, even Sam Pang who’s on 
the radio now, and Brian Taylor who was 
coaching Prahran back then.”

McGregor was part of a unique moment 
in the history of the VFL when he was 
snapped up in the last midseason draft in 
the competitions history.

McGregor made his debut for Fitzroy in 
1993, playing alongside names such as Ross 
Lyon and three time Brisbane premiership 
player Alastair Lynch.

He played 41 games and booted 11 goals 
as well as polling five Brownlow votes in 
the 1994 season before his career was cut 
short by injury.

“I had a lot of trouble with hamstrings and 
a lot of trouble with concussions — I had 
approximately 11 concussions.

“My career-ending injury was when I 
snapped my hamstring in half, which was 
inoperable at that time.”

H e  w e n t  t h r o u g h  a  s i g n i f i c a n t 
rehabilitation period after which he 
decided the rigours of professional football 
was taking too much of a toll on his body.

Following the conclusion of his VFL 
career, McGregor played stints at country 
club Barooga and VAFA club Preston.

He finished his playing career at 
Heidelberg and it was one brutal incident 

in his last game that convinced him it was 
time to hang up the boots.

“I finished off basically being knocked 
unconscious, both sides of my jaw were 
broken and I snapped my knee at the same 
time.

“When you wake up in the change rooms, 
tell the trainers you’re going back on and 
wake up again in the hospital, it’s probably 
time to go.”

McGregor has two children, Madison 
and Isabelle, and they don’t seem to share 
the same enthusiasm for the game as their 
father.

“I come home from work and they look 
at me and say ‘are you going to the football 
again.’ Not a lot of love.”

Outside of football, McGregor enjoys his 
golf and is a keen scuba diver, even though 
he rues the fact that he can’t dive as deep 
as he used to.

“I scuba dive but with the amount of 
concussions I have had, the depth I can go 
to is very limited.”

Despite an injury plagued career taking 
a toll on a professional and personal level, 
he says all his injuries hasn’t tarnished 
his passion for football and he’s fully 
committed to turning the Bloods fortunes 
around in 2018.

“I’ve had it all happen but I still love the 
game.”

McGregor to take Warrandyte forward

Bloods get pumped at season launch

Warrandyte boys falter at the first hurdle

By JOSH HUNTLY

Trewella Sports Photography
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