
Saturday 12 May, 11am-3pm

Living & Learning Nillumbik

739 Main Road, Eltham

Our Makers Markets are for lovers of 

all things handmade, local and unique.

You’ll find something for your home, your 
friends and family and maybe something 
for yourself. There will also be activities 
for the kids, a sausage sizzle and more.

This is a plastic bag-free market. 

  livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au   

  9433 3744

MakersMarket

From technology to creative arts; social 
groups to business skills; languages to 
cooking – what’s your next adventure 
going to be?

Term 2 courses and activities begin 
soon so keep an eye on our website at 
livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au or 

call 9433 3744.

Discover your  
next adventure!

Thursday 31 May

6.30pm-8.30pm

Barn Gallery, Montsalvat

The 2018 Nillumbik Prize will be 
announced by this year’s judge  
Mark Feary, Artistic Director, Gertrude 
Contemporary, at the launch of the 
exhibition of shortlisted works.

The Prize, funded by Nillumbik 
Shire Council in association with 
Montsalvat, awards a $5,000 
first prize and two $500 highly 
commended prizes for contemporary 
works of excellence with a  
Nillumbik connection. 

The exhibition continues until  
Sunday 22 July 2018.

  montsalvat.com.au

Entries for the Alan Marshall Short 

Story Award and Ekphrasis Poetry 

Award close on Monday 30 April.

The judge for the 2018 Alan Marshall 
Short Story Award is award winning 
author Maxine Beneba Clarke. 

This year’s Ekphrasis Poetry Award is 
inspired by the newly acquired Baldessin 
& Friends commemorative folio that 

features works by eight celebrated 
Australian artists. 

The artworks will be exhibited at the 
Diamond Valley Library and online.

FOR INFORMATION AND TO ENTER

  nillumbik.vic.gov.au/arts

  artsinfo@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

  9433 3126

SMALL BUSINESS  
BUS – ELTHAM
Thursday 17 May, 10am-4pm

Outside Eira Restaurant,  

1 Pryor Street Eltham

The Small Business Bus offers free 
mentoring and face-to-face assistance with 
an experienced business professional who 
can help you take your small business to the 
next level.

You’ll also find information on Small Business 
Victoria’s programs and services, tools and 
tips to help you start or grow your business.

Book your free one-on-one mentoring session 
at nillumbik.vic.gov.au/businessbus

Parenting in Perspective
Council’s Parenting in Perspective 

Program features programs for parents of 

toddlers, newborns and those expecting.

These programs provide practical and useful 
information for parents and are suited to 

both male and female parents, with sessions 
specifically for dads and mums. The Parenting 
in Perspective Program works in conjunction 
with our maternal and child health visits that 
parents are encouraged to attend. All sessions 
are free but bookings are essential.

  nillumbik.vic.gov.au/pip 

POETRY AWARD 2018

nillumbik.vic.gov.au@nillumbikshirefacebook.com/nillumbikcouncil
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Raindrops on river 
And paintings on ducks 
Bright coloured children and glittery trucks 
Homemade baked goods all tied up with string 
(gluten, nut, egg and dairy free of course) 
These are a few of my favourite festival things

Cream-coloured camels and fairy floss sticks 
CFA hot jam donuts 
Gorging giant spring rolls ‘til I’m sick 
Wild billy carts that fly while the onlookers sing 
These a few of my favourite festival things 

Enough dogs off leads to give me some rashes 
Dust that blocks my nose and clogs my eyelashes 
School kids on stage attempting to sing 
These are a few of my favourite festival things

When the banners come down 
When the final guitar note rings 
When I’m feeling sad 
I simply remember my favourite festival things 
And then I don’t feel so bad

Steam driven engines 
Kellybrook Cider of apples long dead 
Organic tomatoes, fresh artesian baked bread 
Snakes in glass cages, crocs tied up with string 
These are a few of my favourite festival things

Multi-colour snow cones and crisp  
Asian noodles 
Mini pizzas and curly potatoes on a stick 
Bedraggled mutts and well coiffured poodles 
The charming dreadlocked hippies selling  
mood rings 
These are a few of my favourite festival things

Kids in their bathers and long faded rashies 
Hipsters bathed in beard oil with well-groomed 
moustaches 
Teenagers showing off as Red Bull gives them 
wings 
These are a few of my favourite festival things

When the floats are put away 
When organisers have to look for a new queen 
and king 
When I’m feeling sad 
I simply remember my favourite festival things 
And then I don’t feel so bad.

Indigenous plant stalls 
Battle of the Bands 
Snot faced kids with dirty hands 
WCA brochures tied up with more bloody string 
These a few of my favourite festival things 

Hand coloured pictures and super cute pet rocks 
Slime and cupcakes 
Homemade tie-died socks 
Get your palm read and see the machine that 
goes ping 
These a few of my favourite festival things 

Scouts in their uniform watching the water  
that slides 
Surreptitiously eyeing off the nearby girl guides 
The Nudist Association float causing sly grins 
These a few of my favourite festival things 

When the PA is silenced 
When the curtain falls on the Film Feast 
When I’m feeling sad 
I simply remember my favourite festival things 
And then I don’t feel so bad

My Favourite Things*

By KATRINA BENNETT

much ado
* with apologies to Rogers and Hammerstein

Festival

V

Photo: STEPHEN REYNOLDS
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WARRANDYTE FESTIVAL 
2018 Roundup

By JO FRENCH
A M I D ST  T H E  d i sap p o i nt m e nt  o f 
Saturday’s Festival cancellation, there 
was a bright spark of festival fun still 
happening at 77 Yarra Street.

With their seats set up to watch a parade 
that wasn’t coming, the Aldenhoven’s 
sat in the sun, with their St Patricks 
Day greenery and Streets of Our Town 
banners as a backdrop and enjoyed a 
glass of champagne, as drivers tooted and  
people waved.

I know they certainly lifted my spirits as I 
drove through the very quiet township that 
seemed cloaked in unmet expectation.

Sunday’s celebrations
The early birds started Sunday with the 

Family Bike Ride, while others sat on the 
hay bales that lined Police Street to watch 
the Billy Cart Derby.

Spectators cheered as drivers hurtled 
down, two at a time, towards a large pile 
of mulch, at break-neck speed.

There is certainly some fancy engineering 
in those machines, and some courageous 
drivers.

Clearly this was fun, as competitors 
didn’t seem to notice the rain that caused 
onlookers to pull up their collars and 
check their weather apps.

The rain didn’t stay for long and we 
headed towards the river, hoping to catch 
some of the Pet Parade, — but I’d lingered 
too long at the Derby — there’s so much 
happening it’s always hard to decide what 
to see — so I was lucky to run into a few 
prize winners wearing their ribbons with 
pride.

Did you happen upon a pug dressed up 
as hot dog?

That was Popeye, the winner of Best 
Groomed and I couldn’t resist a pat of 
eight-week-old beagle, Millie, who had 
placed first in Smallest Dog.

The chatter of friends and stallholders 
filled the air, children ran around and the 
festival spirit was bubbling along.

Walking by the Warrandyte Community 
Garden stall, we had to stop to have a 50c 
guess at how heavy the very large pumpkin 
was, and admire the pretty, cloth-covered 
jars of homemade jams, pickles and 
marmalades.

Warrandyte Community Association’s 
blackboard invited passers-by to write 
what it was we loved about Warrandyte, 

and Animals on the Move had a steady 
stream of little people eager to hold a 
bunny or pat a sheep.

As the rain returned, the Sea Shepherd 
stall started selling more of their hoodies, 
and many, including us, ran for the cover 
of the Riverbank Stage.

We settled in to wait awhile for the 
WildlifeXposure team to show us what 
was hiding in their big black boxes.

I went off to find the North Warrandyte 
CFA’s jam donuts and we enjoyed the 
chance to just sit and dry off a little.

I just knew that one of those boxes would 
have a very big snake in it — not my thing 
AT ALL — but some tiny little people, far 
braver than I, jumped up on stage to help 
hold him.

As the skies cleared, drumbeats from 
African Star rebounded around us, and 
we climbed the hill to the Upper Reserve, 
for the Kids Market.

With 70 stalls showcasing an array of 
homemade treats and crafts, it was the 
biggest display of kid-preneur-ship ever 
at the Festival.

A hand drawn poster with the words, 
“You’re a smart cookie, try ours”, caught 
my eye and I got chatting with stall 
holders, Oscar, Jack and Lee from Antonio 
Park Primary School.

They were three very happy, excited 
boys, as they were the winners of the 
Baking Award.

“We get bragging rights,” they said 
happily in unison, and yes — their cookies 
were good and went well with my coffee 
— which I enjoyed while I sat watching 
kids playing with branches and designing 
tepees at Nature’s Playground.

With the ringing of his bell, the Town 
Crier appeared to lead a mini-parade 
for primary school children through  
the reserve.

Accompanied by drummer, Jamie 
Ferguson, they headed down the hill, 
calling for others to join in as they looped 
twice through the reserve, giving a wave 
and a shout out to those on the Scouts 
Giant Waterslide and stopping for a look 
at the Decorated Ducks on display.

So much to do in one day — Polyglot 
T h e a t r e ’ s  A n t s ,  C a m e l  R i d e s , 
PaddleHub’s Canoeing on the Yarra, 
the Gold Mine Tour and Naming Rites, 
the Warrandyte Historical Society’s 
special exhibition that gave insight into 

the history and stories around some of the  
Streets of Our Town.

We just couldn’t do it all.

The annual Warrandyte  
Duck Race

A flow of people heading to the river was 
the signal that it was time for the race that 
stops the town.

Who doesn’t love a chance to sit by the 
river, in the sun, and watch plastic ducks 
make their way downstream?

Many of the ducks didn’t stand a chance, 
as a strong breeze pushed them back to 
where they started, but one broke free 
from the pack.

“That’s one legendary duck” said a 
bystander.

And while the majority were marooned 
up river, a second broke free, soon 
overtaking the first one, and the race was 
on — until one headed into shore for a rest.

Stewards in kayaks up river gave the bulk 
a push and helped them on their way, 
while other stewards waited patiently at 
the finish line with ropes and nets in hand.

As a lone duck neared the finish line, 
many around me, hopeful it was their 
duck, started buzzing with excitement, 
and as a lost child with a painted face was 
returned to his relieved mother, cheers for 
the lone duck got louder.

The f inish l ine was just  by  the 
Warrandyte Primary School Fairy Floss 
Stall, so it was time for a stick of pink spun 
sugar and a walk.

A siren song in the form of some cruisy 
laidback tunes pulled us towards the 
comfort of The Lounge where school 
bands played, including Disgruntled 
Architect who, on Friday night, had been 
crowned winners of The Battle of the 
Bands.

The last hours of the festival were marked 
by kids dancing up a dust storm at The 
Main Stage, while we sat with friends, 
content and a little weary, and listened 
to the rollicking tunes of The Scrims — a 
perfect end to a perfect day.

Thank you to the Warrandyte Festival 
Committee for wrestling with the hard 
decisions and still putting together a great 
weekend.

We had every weather pattern Melbourne 
could throw at us and we still had fun!

See you next year! 

W H E N  A  S E V E R E  F i r e 
Danger Rating and Total 
Fire Ban was announced 
for Saturday March 17, 
the Warrandyte Festival 
Committee quickly sought 
advice from emergency 
services.

The Diary spoke with Jamie 
Ferguson, Chairperson for 
the Warrandyte Festival 
Committee about the lead 
up to cancelling Saturday’s 
Festival events.

“ O n  t h e  T h u r s d a y , 
proceedings were all going 
to plan but then it looked like 
being a severe fire danger and 
total fire ban day on Saturday, 
so, as per our policy, we then 
took advice from emergency 
services, and advised food 
stall holders to have their 
total fire ban permits and 
procedures at the ready.

“As the day progressed, 
t h e  p r i m a r y  a n d  h i g h 
schools withdrew based on 
advice from the education 
department and so we called 
an emergency committee 
meeting.”

It was during that meeting 
they were advised that the 
fire danger rating would not 
be reversed, and that it was a 
high risk fire danger day in the 
Warrandyte area.

“Then the kindergartens also 
pulled out,” said Jamie.

“Taking the advice from 
emergency services, it was 
the logical and most sensible 
decision to cancel all Saturday 
activities considering they 
are child and school focussed 
activities.

“This included the street 
parade and the main stage 

performances.
“It was disappointing, but 

there were not a lot of options,” 
said Jamie, “and we were 
comfortable with the decision 
made.”

Then, on Friday, Sunday 
was also upgraded to severe 
fire danger and total fire 
ban and the committee 
were concerned as they had 
cancelled Saturday based on 
the same code.

“ U p o n  e x t e n s i v e 
consultation with the CFA, 
Victoria Police and SES, it 
was explained that the total 
fire ban on Sunday was called 
largely due to the potential 
for grass fires in the Werribee 
region, and we are part of the 
same area.

“The actual fire danger in 
Warrandyte was at a reduced 
level compared to Saturday.

“Our main identified risk for 
Sunday was high winds on the 
reserve and we monitored this 
with the help of the onsite CFA 
and SES teams during the day.

 “We would like to extend 
our thanks and gratitude to 
the volunteers of Warrandyte 
C FA ,  Wa r r a n d y t e  S E S , 
members of the Victoria Police 
and Manningham Council in 
assisting us over the weekend 
to manage events.

“We would also like to thank 
the community for their 
support over the weekend 
and for the massive turnout on 
Sunday.

“It’s the first time we have 
had to cancel a full day and 
despite the challenges we still 
had a great festival.

“Now we start preparing for 
the next one!”

Weather woes

Photo: LARA McKINLEY

By JO FRENCH
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KIDS’ MARKET
The 2018 Kids Market was the biggest one in 
Warrandyte Festival history! 

Seventy stalls filled the Upper Reserve as the 
kids of Warrandyte and surrounds got to show off 
their creative side (and make some pocket money 
at the same time). 

A huge range of delicious foods and crafts 
was sold through the busy hustle and bustle of 
energetic kids and eager buyers, as we braved the 
windy morning.

A number of children donated some or all of 
their profits to organisations including Aussie 
Ferret Carer and Ingrid’s Haven Cat Shelter. 

These children are to be congratulated for this 
humble gesture. 

Congratulations also, to Myfanwy Whittle for 
receiving the creative award for exceptional 
portraits done of her customers, along with Billy 
Flavel who received this award for his creative 
metal and wood works. 

Sasha and Jazz, and Talise, Amelia and Carissa, 
were awarded the Colourful Award for bringing 
a full spectrum of colourful products to their 
market stalls. 

Our top bakers for the day (although everything 
tasted great!) were Jack, Lee and Oscar with their 
large selection of tasty treats, and Bryce and 
Lachlan for their creative (and delicious) Star 
Wars themed baking.   Congratulations to the 
award winners and to all kids involved. 
What a creative little community!

Festival Fun
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FESTIVAL RESULTS 2018
Billy Cart Derby (22 carts entered)
1st place  Owen Lewin (Resevoir)
2nd place  Oakie (Warrandyte)
3rd place  Max Malley (Warrandyte)
4th place  Joseph Roshier (Warrandyte)
Best presented cart 
Alistair Lawrence (Healsville)
Best try of the day 
Charlotte Dihh (Warrandyte)

Parents race cancelled due to weather

COMMUNITY GARDEN’S PUMPKIN  
WEIGHT COMPETITION
Winner  Rob Bourke
Guess  13.40 kg
Actual Weight 13.01 kg
Pumpkin Raffle Winner  
Walter Magilton 

Duck Race
1st place   
Josie Vandenberg – Anderson’s Creek PS
2nd place   
Maeve Plummer – Yarra Warra Pre School
3rd place   
Ruby Tinker – Anderson’s Creek PS
Best Dressed Duck   
Ducklec from Ducktor Who (pictured left)  
Bonnie Ditchfield – Anderson’s Creek PS

PET PARADE
Biggest Dog
1st Ollie
2nd  Dash
3rd  Bosley

Smallest Dog
1st  Millie
2nd  Lola
3rd  Wally

Waggiest Tail
1st  Marley
2nd  Kelpie
3rd  Pinnie

Best Groomed
1st  Popeye
2nd Alfie
3rd  Liv

Shaggiest Dog
1st Gobba
2nd Wally
3rd  Marley

Cutest Dog
1st Buddy
2nd Pepper
3rd  Indi

Most Appealing Eyes
1st Bella
2nd Amety
3rd Pipa

Best Trained Dog
1st Bosley
2nd Kelpie
3rd Liv

Dog Most Like Its Owner
1st Dash
2nd Pepper
3rd Gubba

Dog With The Most Appropriate Name
1st  Penny
2nd   Amety
3rd  Wally

Loudest Dog In Warrandyte
1st  Kelpie

Judge’s Choice - Best Dog in Show
1st  Ollie (black curly-coated Retriever)
2nd  Dash
3rd  Stanley

BATTLE OF THE BANDS
Winner: Disgruntled Architect

Festival Fun
Photos: STEPHEN REYNOLDS
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Grand HotelTextual tapas at the Grand Hotel

By SANDI MILLER
AROUND 200 people gathered on the 
banks of the Yarra on a beautiful Friday 
evening for a veritable feast of short 
films from both local and national 
filmmakers.

The second annual Warrandyte 
Film Feast kicked off the Warrandyte 
Festival for 2018, and while Saturday’s 
festivities were cancelled due to the 
severe fire danger, the Friday night 
festivities were a great smash.

With Battle of the Bands giving music 
lovers a great time on the Main Stage, 
just out of ear shot, the film lovers of 
Warrandyte were served up quite a 
treat.

Before the fi lms began, local 
musician Cath Rutten entertained 
the gathered audience with some 
folky acoustic tunes, while everyone 
enjoyed some great food from Now 
and Not Yet, or some delicious wood 
fired pizza, along with local beverages.

The night was also a chance to rub 
shoulders with some home-grown 
celebrities in the form of Olympic 
Gold medallist Lauren Burns, actor 
and MC for the night, Daniel Schepisi 
and actress Bec Asha, who is currently 
appearing in That’s Not my Dog! 
alongside Shane Jacobson and Paul 
Hogan.

Once the lights went down, the 
program began with a film by event 
organiser Rosalie Ridler, Children of 
Ignorance a tale which highlights the 
prejudice alive and well in our society.

While the film was ineligible for the 
competition, it was a standout in terms 
of slick production values, insightful 
script and some nice performances 
by the cast.

Then the competition began, with 
Harbinger, an artistic interpretation 
of bushfire — a great use of  a 
monochromatic pallet to portray 
the aftermath of fire and colour as a 
signifier of renewal, it was a thought 
provoking piece, and poignant given 
the fire weather bringing disruption 
to the next day’s celebrations.

Next was S chatten S chelm ,  a 
spooky ghost story about the fabled 
shadow trickster, who steals peoples’ 
personalities by taking their shadows 
— and comically stitching them to 
other people.

It was a fun piece to have in the PG 
section of the night — just spooky 
enough to unnerve the younger 
viewers, but handled with enough 
comedy to fend off the nightmares.

Dragon’s Blood, was a music video 
written and produced by young 

local filmmaker Ryan De Rooy, with 
Director Christian Patkaris, filmed 
in and around Warrandyte, Dragon’s 
Blood is a beautifully depicted tale of 
a young couple reigniting the spark in 
their relationship.

Charley, a short piece about animal 
neglect, was one of four pieces from 
Scotch College’s VCE filmmakers.

Ryan De Rooy again featured with 
his exploration of the Cowards Punch 
issue with his heartbreaking film 
Simon.

This was followed with some light 
relief in the form of The Unspoken 
Rule. 

In somewhat of a homage to the 
Keystone Cops, this film by Scotch 
College Student Con Coutis brakes 
many unspoken filmmaking rules, 
resulting in a highly entertaining “cops 
and robbers” comedy.

Heart of a Lion deftly juxtaposes 
some first world problems of some 
Australian teenagers alongside the 
troubles faced by their sponsor child in 
Africa — however the tables are turned 
in an ironic twist of fate.

Another local film, Patrick Curry’s 
Driving Me Crazy, is a humorous 
mockumentary about one young 
man’s obsession with his car.

The final film before intermission 
was Concession, a black comedy by 
RMIT student, Jessica Matuszczak, 
which explores what happens when 
two friends try to go to a gig to see 
their favourite band, but when their 
concession tickets are brought into 
question, things come to a head.

I n t e r m i s s i o n  s a w  a n o t h e r 
opportunity to wine and dine and 
socialise before the more “adult 
content” offerings were screened. 

Several children, including mine, 
headed home to avoid both the very 
late night and the more mature rated 
films.

The second half started with a bang 
— seasoned local filmmaker Matthew 
Holmes (The Legend of Ben Hall) gave 
us nightmares with his extremely 
disturbing The Artifice.

Set in America — with some not 
quite convincing accents — the film 
tells the tale of a newly separated Lucas 
spending his first night alone in their 
former marital home after his wife has 
cleared out her things.

After settling down to some wound 
licking he receives a late-night knock 
on the door, what he finds when 
he answers it is truly chilling and 
is something that will haunt my 
nightmares for some time.

This was followed by another 
offering from the Scotch College VCE 
cohort, with a hand drawn animation; 
Notes from the Underground is a 
dystopian tale set in the underground 
rail network.

William Fairley’s use of charcoal 
draw ing to  animate this  stor y 
compounds the claustrophobia of 
the subway setting to present a very 
dark tale.

To lighten the mood a little, next 
up was Deep Sea Fishing, a film 
noir comedy where our protagonist 
destroys his chance at love by listening 
too intently to his internal monologue. 

The Fi lm Feast  rol lercoaster 
continued with a dark tale of a Gulf  
Wa r  v e t e r a n  c o p i n g  w i t h  t h e 
breakdown of his marriage.

Zev Howley’s Broken Superman is a 
harrowing portrait of the struggle with 
PTSD, with some great performances 
by the cast, and a haunting soundtrack.

In another black comedy, this one 
written and produced by Cameron 
Zayac and Directed by Simon Bell, 
Wanker, the titular character receives 
a call from an old one night stand — 
while he is doing what he does best 
— and his reaction to her news could 
make or break him.

Both funny and disturbing, the 
cleverly crafted script slowly shifts 
the sympathy the audience has for the 
characters until we are cheering at the 
subtly telegraphed punchline.

A more serious note is pitched in 

the next film, Love is Not in the Glass, 
a thought-provoking discussion on 
judging a book by its cover.

T h i s  i s  f o l l o w e d  b y  R o b ,  a 
documentary on the tragic accident 
that befalls a rising young AFL 
player, and Genome a dance film by 
local filmmaker and choreographer 
Loughlan Prior.

The night was rounded out by a dark 
comedy, Retirement, by Matt Mirams, 
where an elderly couple have an 
unusual idea about how to keep active 
in their retirement.

As the audience cast their votes for 
the people’s choice award, organisers 
screened a documentary recalling the 
history of the Warrandyte Festival, 
Something for Everyone, produced 
by local filmmaker Jeremy Loftus-Hills.

Awards were then presented to the 
winners. 

The $50 Highly Commended award, 
presented by Riveresque, went to 
Simon; The $150 Grand Hotel prize was 
given to The Unspoken Rule; the $200 
Palace Cinemas Prize was awarded to 
Driving Me Crazy; and Wanker took 
home the $1000 cheque for Best Film, 
sponsored by Australia Online, Cocoa 
Moon, and Altair Restaurant.

Winning Filmmaker, Cameron Zayec 
was unfortunately unable to attend the 
evening, but despite the late hour, MC 
Daniel Schepisi called the Producer 
who, after some toing and froing with 
voicemail told the audience he wished 
he could be there “to share the love”.

Event organiser, Rosalie Ridler told 

the Diary that she was delighted that 
two of the awards were won by local 
filmmakers.

“We are really pleased with the 
s u p p o r t  f ro m  t h e  Wa r ra n d y t e 
community in terms of the filmmakers, 
the audience, businesses offering 
sponsorship and our amazing local 
volunteers who have helped the night 
go so smoothly,” she said.

Rosalie was pleased to be able to 
double the size of the event from last 
year and looks forward to the Film 
Feast being even bigger and better 
next year.

“If it gets any bigger, we will need 
to choose another setting, but we 
love having it here in the beautiful 
outdoor venue — and people come 
both from Warrandyte and outside 
Warrandyte and just love being by 
the river, being within nature — it is 
unique to Warrandyte.”

THE WEATHER may have put a dampener 
on this year’s Warrandyte Festival but no 
amount of rain, sun or snow was going to 
stop Warrandyte’s literati from converging on  
The Grand’s Riverview room for the annual 
Grand Read.

Consistency is at the heart of this event with 
beloved local writers and poets, once again, 
taking to the microphone to satiate our spoken 
word appetite with selected readings from 
their works.

This year we heard from Grand Read regulars 
Sandy Jeffs, Laurie Webb, a double act by 
Karen Throssell and Carmel Macdonald 
Grahame as well as Watsonia poet Wendy 
Fleming and bush poet Laurie Webb.

We heard prose by 2017 Cliffy winner Kevin 
Bonnett — who read his winning short story 
Cool and wet to the touch.

There was also an eccentric performance by 
John Jenkins, a local poet, essayist and short 
fiction writer who took on the persona of 
Charles, an artist and certified citizen of the 
French bourgeoisie.

Charles recanted a tale of love, loss and 
cigarette smoking as he pined for his lost 
love Fifi.

Pairing a Cleuso-esque rendition of the 
French accent, of which Sellers himself 
would be proud, with existential dilemmas 
which would make even Satre blush, John 
gave a risqué and frequently cringe worthy 

performance which had everyone laughing.
The Grand Read’s featured writer injected 

an insightful twist into the evenings format.
Jessica Wilkinson is a senior lecturer at RMIT 

and founder of RABBIT, a non-fiction poetry 
journal.

A pioneer in the field of biographical poetry, 
Jessica read from a number of her published 
works as well as talking through the process 
of researching the subjects she writes poetry 
about.

Jessica’s talk gave the audience a taste 
of how modern poetry is also entering the 
increasingly popular genre of creative non-
fiction, a genre which allows writers to freely 
express themselves, in the written word, whilst 
providing an accurate account of their subject.

Master of Ceremonies, Jock Macneish wove 
the evening together with his usual charm and 
witticisms and helped package what was, in 
all, an entertaining and educational evening 
of poetry and prose.

If you missed the Grand Read, make sure 
you check out the Warrandyte Diary’s podcast 
Warrandyte Insyte which has highlights from 
the evening in its latest episode.

Film Feast caters for all tastes

By JAMES POYNER

Photos: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Photos: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Warrandyte Insyte can be found at:  
warrandytediary.com.au/podcast
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By DAVID HOGG
THE 34TH WARRANDYTE Art Show 
opening took place on the Friday 
evening of festival weekend in a 
packed Community Church.

Rotary president David George took 
the stage and welcomed everyone.

Dick Davies OAM, President of 
Warrandyte Community Association, 
was proud to announce that the 
Warrandyte Riverside Market had 
made donations to local community 
organisations totalling $88,976 in the 
year April 2017 to March 2018 and 
these represented 77% of total revenue.

The Hon. Kevin Andrews, MP, 
member for Menzies, extolled the 
talents of Warrandyte and local artists 
and declared the event open.

M a n n i n g h a m  C o u n c i l  w a s 
represented by Mullum Mullum ward 
councillor Paul McLeish.

2018 Art Show judge, local artist 
Chris White, commented on the high 
standard of the works on display and 
announced the prize winners.

Julian Bruere, renowned watercolour 
artist,  took out first  prize with 
a beautiful watercolour Harbour, 
Staithes, UK and Mr White commented 
that he was at the peak of his career.

Do Noble, an artist born in the 
Philippines, was awarded second prize 

with an oil painting Ovens River.
Nina Ryan from Croydon received 

third prize with an oil on canvas 
Abandoned Quarry.

The Best Small Painting prize was 
awarded to Alexander Short from 
Ringwood North with his drawing 
Asleep.

An auction of seven generously 
donated paintings followed, and 
auctioneer Harley Toyle worked hard 
to extract bids from a shy audience.

Perhaps the first night attendees had 
attended the many previous art shows 
and had no more wall space for new 
artwork. 

However, most of the donated 
paintings were sold and the successful 
bidders will have secured a bargain.

My own favourite was Pepper and Me 
by Nola Cameron, a charcoal drawing 
of a girl holding a kitten, which had 
received a “Highly Commended” from 
the judge.

The student section always gives 
me a buzz, an amazement for the 
talent of the upcoming artists and an 
eternal optimism that the world is in 
good hands with the next generations 
of students.

My favourite in the student section 
was Friend by Theresa Grayden, a black 
and white sketch of a girl surrounded 
by contrasting colour.

Winner of the raffle first prize was 
Maurice Burley.

Around 60 paintings were sold 
during the weekend.

Event organiser and Art Show chair 
Tony Mooney told the Diary “This art 
show was the most successful over 
recent years and the proceeds will be 

distributed back into the community.
“We thank all those attending for 

their support and we plan to run 
another art show next year.”

Cancellation of the other festival 
attractions on the Saturday was in fact 
a bonus for the art show, as out-of-
towners found it to be one of the only 

events still running.
A great opening evening with wine 

and nibbles.
Well done to the Rotary Club of 

Warrandyte Donvale, both for the end 
result and for the massive organisation 
that an event of this size and complexity 
requires.

By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
Little Box of Oblivion
Great to see these lovely new faces in the old 

green hall.
All the actors — Tori Filis, Alex Holden, Jaz 

Harwood, Luisa Romeo and Caitlyn Pasquali did 
a great job under the skilful direction of Louise 
Phelan.

Jaz, at 13, is going places!
This play showed us the fine line between 

paranoia and complacency in the new world 
we live in.

Which way to act.
Coincidently there was a situation like this in 

Warrandyte recently.
Someone reported a box on a seat, called the 

police, and on arrival, the officer picked the box 
up and shook it. 

Like the play, he thought it a most unlikely place 
to leave a bomb.

Cool, Doom, Neuro and Dick.
Most appropriate titles, delivered well by these 

girls.

Albert
Some more new faces — actors Megan John, 

Fraser Baxter and Andrew Scarborough — along 
with director George Benca.

I related well to this play, as would anyone who 
has been left in a situation, surrounded by people 
who speak another language.

The tendency is to yell, rather than speak slowly 
and clearly.

It is hard to understand that others don’t 
understand your spoken language.

This naturally leads to some very frustrating, 

but  also ver y humorous, 
misunderstandings.

Very good.

Smitten
I loved this rather sick, black 

humour.
A strange romance! 
Lisa Upson, entertaining as 

always, played to her quirky lover, 
Grant Purdy — a perfect counterpart 
— also new to the WTC stage.

Directed by Alistair Rice, it was just very 
peculiar, good fun.

My pick.

Philip Glass Buys a Loaf of Bread
My dream production from the WTC is always 

one that includes the wonderful, enjoyable and 
usually hilarious talents of David Tynan, Lisa 
Upson, Noelene Cooper and Simone Kiefer. I 
must confess though, that this play was beyond 
me, along with a bigger confession — I had no 
idea who Philip Glass was.

Having now googled him, it was his critics who 
gave me a clue.

I then listened to some of his music, ‘repetitive’ 
— just like marriages in his case — and a little 
clarity shone through.

The timing and syncopation in this production 
was carried out with great skill by the actors with 
direction from Caroline Shaw, but the only joy I 
felt, was looking at those amazing, expressive 
faces.

I am perhaps too conservative to review a work 
such as this.

By DAVID HOGG
Little Box of Oblivion by 
S t e p h e n  B e a n  w a s  t h e 
first play and brilliantly 
performed by members of 
the Youth Theatre, who never 

disappoint.
Four girls, all strangers, discuss 

what might be inside a cardboard 
box left on a park bench; a bomb, a 

biological agent, or perhaps a human 
skull?

Director Louise Phelan got the very best out 
of these up-and-coming actors and I just loved 
two clever devices woven into the script: a take-
off of the usual police media announcements 
complete with interpreter for the deaf, and a 
slow-motion take of a scream of “No” when one 
girl attempted to pick up the box.

Add to this a lovely set with green park railing 
and a projected cityscape.

Albert by Richard Harris followed.
A very funny play in which a Finnish au-pair 

au-pair is visited by her employer’s brother and 
Albert, a suitor of the previous au-pair, whilst she 
looks after her charge.

They only speak Finnish, Italian and English 
respectively and none understands the others, 
but thoughtfully the script is translated into 
English.

A melodrama of cultural miscommunication 
and misunderstanding cleverly communicated 
between the actors by mime, this play is very 
funny despite a tragic end.

After the break, we watched Smitten by Mark 

Matthews and Anna Stillaman.
This is the highlight of the evening for me.
Peter and Nichola are two adults who seem to 

be perfectly in love with each other, competently 
portrayed by Grant Purdy and Lisa Upson.

But as the play progresses it becomes slowly 
more spooky and more sinister with quirky 
twists and we realise that each has poisoned the 
other and he has been eating the bottled flesh 
of his first wife.

Cleverly performed by Grant and Lisa and well 
directed by Alastair Rice.

The final play is Philip Glass Buys a Loaf of 
Bread written by David Ives.

The Youth Theatre performed five brilliant 
sketches from this zany US playwright back in 
2015, but this is one play he should not have 
bothered to write.

Four people wander around the stage chanting 
meaningless phrases with the word order 
changed.

Great to see four of our brilliant local 
performers on stage but a pity they had to try to 
interpret this nonsense.

Perhaps it would have helped if I’d known 
who Philip Glass was or his compositions, but 
I doubt it.

Nevertheless, three good plays out of four in 
excellent company around cabaret-style seating 
made for a fun evening.

Look out for Warrandyte Theatre Company’s 
next productions, Doubt by John Patrick Shanley 
and Vere by John Doyle, and the Follies at the 
end of the year.

Awesome foursome

With The Follies moved to later in the year, Warrandyte Theatre 
Company’s ‘new look’ format for the Warrandyte Festival was a 
series of one-act plays, four to be precise: Little Box of Oblivion, 
Albert, Smitten, and Philip Glass Buys a Loaf of Bread.

The Diary’s own BB and Hoggy went along to the company’s 
festival season to cast their critical eye over the latest 
instalment from the township’s stalwart thespians.

review

Another great year for the Rotary art show

Philip Glass Buys a Loaf of Bread

Little Box of Oblivion Smitten
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