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THE CHEERS from Warrandyte could be heard all the way 
in South Korea as local lad, Scotty James took the bronze 
medal in the snowboard halfpipe at the PyeongChang 
Winter Olympics last month. 

James was joined at the Games by Park Orchards native 
David Morris who competed in the finals of the Aerial 
Freestyle Skiing.

Social Media was abuzz with plans for our Olympic 
medallist to feature in the forthcoming Warrandyte 

Festival Parade, but alas his fleeting visit back to his 
beloved hometown has come to an end before the festival 
kick-off.

Read all about Scotty and David’s amazing Olympic 
journeys on page 34.  

In town for Festival weekend? 
Check out our four-page Warrandyte Festival lift-out, 

pages 17–20.
Main Photo Credit: KOSTAS KAPATAIS
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OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHOVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

H e i d e l b e r g  N e w s  a n d 
Greensborough and Eltham 
a n d  D i a m o n d  C r e e k 
Chronicle

Saturday March 16 1918

“BECAUSE HE WAS 
A SOLDIER.”

“Emily Blank, you are charged 
with selling milk at Warrandyte 
without holding a license, 
which is in contravention of the 
act: how do you plead?”

Thus quoth the clerk of 
Petty Sessions at Heidelberg. 
The blushing maid stepped 
forward, and said “guilty.”

She then explained that a 
man wear ing a  s oldier ’s 
badge had asked for milk, and 
thinking he was a soldier, gave 
him a pint and a-half; he gave 
her threepence for it; but she 
had never sold milk.

After she gave him the milk 
she made him a lemon squash.

Looking round the courtroom 
she said: “The man who took it 

from me is not here; he didn’t 
have the face to come.”

The girl from Warrandyte then 
gazed at the imposing bench of 
a P.M. [Police Magistrate] and 
five J.P.’s, and said half shyly,

‘’He should not have taken 
the lemon squash.”

A smile came over the faces 
of the considerate gentlemen 
on the bench, and the P.M. 
said he did not think it was 
a case to be proceeded with, 
and the department’s officer 
acquiescing, the charge was 
withdrawn. 

A similar case was called 
against another maiden from 
Warrandyte, and it was also 
struck out.

No wonder the soldier-
inspector did not put in an 
appearance.

Saturday April 6 1918

WHISKY AND MILK.
Sir,
In recent issues of your paper 
I have seen reports of people 

The Diary’s researchers have taken a peek into the 
archives to see what was happening in Warrandyte 
100 years ago. What do you think they found…?

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHThe more things change... 
selling whisky after hours and 
also for selling milk without a 
license, and in both cases the 
same despicable methods have 
been resorted to for the purpose 
of securing a conviction — that 
of lying. 

I don’t wish to dilate on the 
merits of the whisky trade, 
although I daresay some folk 
see some good in it, but I do 
resent the un-pardonable 
interference of Government 
officials when they prowl 
around our homes trying to 
get convictions for selling milk 
without a license.

The act is meant to apply to 
people who are in the habit of 
selling milk and yet don’t get 
a license.

There are numbers of us who 
are in the habit of giving a 
glass of milk to callers from 
our household supply, and 
yet do not sell it ; but now a 
Government supervisor comes 
along, tells us he is camping, 
and wants a drop of milk for his 
tea, and when he gets it he slips 
a couple of coppers into the 
hands of the kind person who 
supplies him, and then goes 
away and lays an information 
for violating the act.

Usually there are two wolves 
in sheep’s clothing the same as 
there are when they ascend the 
back stairway of an hotel and 
pounce on the unsuspecting 
victims, and thus win their case 
in court. 

In the case of the two girls 
at Warrandyte, charged with 
selling milk without a license, 
the case was knocked out 
because the charge was flimsy 
and there was only one man in 
this case, and he was also given 
a lemon squash! 

Could not better use be 
made of men than worrying 
struggling settlers, who are, in 
reality, not doing any harm or 
creating any disease likely to 
injure food.

By such interference with 
people’s rights the hospitality 
of our country people will be 
checked, and they will be apt 
to look on anyone who asks 
for a glass of water or milk as a 
sneaking civil (¿) servant.

Thanking you for giving 
me space to vent a grievance 
which I hope, will be remedied 
through the common sense of 
the department.

Yours, &c.,
COUNTRYMAN
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By DAVID HOGG
THE WORKS to upgrade Warrandyte 
Bridge are continuing at full steam.

It was good to see VicRoads at the 
Warrandyte Market on February 3 and 
again on March 3, with comprehensive 
displays on how the construction would 
progress.

The February update from VicRoads, on 
display at the market had set the dates for 
the March bridge closures to be March 2 – 5 
and March 23 – 26.

With the realisation that the first full 
bridge closure would coincide with 
both the March Riverside Market and 
the community’s annual fun run, Run 
Warrandyte, the community spoke out and 
VicRoads liaised with their subcontractors 
and they cancelled the closure on the early 
March weekend.

The first full weekend closure will now 
commence on Friday March 23 at 10pm 
and the bridge will not reopen to vehicle 
traffic until 5am on Monday March 26.

However, the bridge will still be open 
to pedestrian and cycle traffic during the 
closure.

There will be at least one and probably 
two more full weekend closures of the 
bridge during the coming four months, 
but dates for these have not yet been set.

There will also be around three occasions 
during March where the bridge is restricted 
to a single lane overnight between 10pm 
and 5am, with traffic controllers manning 
Stop/Go boards.

The overnight works are listed “as 
required” in the March update so exact 
dates are not known.

A temporary yellow pedestrian crossing 
has been constructed to enable crossing 
of Kangaroo Ground–Warrandyte Road on 
the north side of the bridge.

There have been several complaints 
on social media of pedestrians nearly 
being skittled by cars on this crossing, in 
response VicRoads have erected speed 
humps to warn and slow the traffic and a 
30 km/h speed limit signed for southbound 
traffic.

The speed hump near the crossing has 
been dubbed “Humpy McHumpface” by 
locals on social media.

Despite all this an accident occurred at 
the crossing on March 8 when a truck’s 
brakes allegedly failed resulting in the 
vehicle hitting two cars and pinning a road 
worker between a car and a barrier. 

Fortunately, no serious injuries have 
been reported from this incident.

We can perhaps expect more accidents 
while this work is in progress, partly 
because of some traffic coming too fast 

down KG Rd, but also because a number 
of drivers are distracted and looking at the 
works, rather than concentrating on the 
road, as they cross the bridge.

Meanwhile passers-by will have noticed 
the significant work achieved to date, 
particularly with the erection of scaffolding 
to enable construction of the cantilever 
and beams on the west side.

Asbestos found in telecommunications 
conduit was safely removed by a licensed 
asbestos removal contractor on February 
27 and poses no more risk.

Du r i ng  Ma rch  VE C ,  a  Vi c Roa d s 
subcontractor, will:
• Continue setting up scaffolding
•  Install a cantilever beam to widen the 

west side of the bridge. This involves 
a large moving crane and associated 
traffic management.

•  Remove some vegetation on the north 
side of the bridge.

The Diary will keep you up-to date with 
progress monthly.

Bridgeworks proceed apace with 
complete closure later this month 

“Faith in social 
progress” —  
more questions than 
answers.

Dear Diary,

Existential threats show us where the 
love is...don’t you just love those simple, 
understated Deco lines of the bridge 
columns.

“During its heyday, Art Deco represented 
luxury, glamour, exuberance, and faith 
in social and technological progress.” 

I wish I had greater faith that this work 
represented social progress. 

Without the deft hand of a skilled 
architect  i t  seems unlikely that 
modifications will enhance her design. 

The lost opportunity for a separate 
foot bridge, retracing the path of the 
original bridge, at a pedestrian friendly 
height, on axis with the War Memorial, 
acknowledging and greeting the other 
side and acknowledging the ever-
steady community of visitors and locals 
alike who visit this sacred place in 
subconscious deference to the forgotten 
generations to whom these banks were 
home; it seems like a lost opportunity.

I’ll wait and hope and, dare I, trust to 
the leadership and judgement of our 
civic overlords. 

James Charlwood,  
Director & Stone Conservator

CATHEDRAL STONE

your say

For VicRoads information see:  
www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
planning-and-projects/
melbourne-road-projects/
warrandyte-bridge

OVER THREE thousand 
people took to the streets 
of Eltham in a recent rally 
to protest  the plans for 
Nillumbik Council to sell 17 
parcels of public land.

T h e  C o u n c i l  c l a i m s  a 
lack of funding from State 
government for their plans 
to  extend the Diamond 
Valley Trail and upgrade 
other sporting facilities as 
the reason why they have 
turned to the sell-off to get 
their infrastructure projects 
delivered.

But the community aren’t 
buying it.

Rally organiser Nerida Kirov 
from Save Community Spaces 
told the Diary that this flies 
in the face of the platform 
that Mayor Peter Clarke was 
elected on.

“This Council was elected 
o n  a  p l at f o r m  o f  f i s ca l 
responsibility, they chose not 
to raise rates last year, despite 
the fact they knew costs would 
continue to increase”.

She says now Council are 
crying poor.

“The truth is that the rate 
of council debt is not high 
compared to other councils,” 
Ms Kirov said.

I n  a n  o p e n  l e t t e r  t o 
Council, State Member for 
Eltham Vicky Ward said 
that government have given 
Nillumbik Council $22 million 
dollars in the last few years for 

public infrastructure projects.
Ms Ward refutes claims 

that the government has not 
provided funding for the 
proposed works.

“ T h e  A n d r e w s  L a b o r 
Government has provided 
$1.2m for Stage 1 of the trail, 
an underpass for the rail line 
at Diamond Creek. 

“This is in addition to $2.8 
million for the Diamond 
Creek netball courts, $2.5m 
for the Diamond Valley Sports 
and Fitness Centre, $800,000 
for Eltham Central Clubrooms 
and $416,650 for Marngrook 
Oval.”

Ms Ward called on Council 
to seek alternative sources 
of funding, such as from 
the Federal Government, 
rather than sell off the urban 
reserves.

The protesters are at a loss 
to understand the Council’s 
urgency to complete these 
projects.

“We don’t understand the 
rush to get this all done at 
once,” said Ms Kirov.

“The land that they want to 
sell is designated public land 
in the most built up part of the 
Shire, land that developers 
were required to set aside for 
public use.

“We are not against the 
walking trail at some stage, 
but not at the expense of 
public space,” Ms Kirov told 
the Diary.

Thousands turn out to defend green wedge

Got a pile of tyres?
ENVIRONMENT Protection Authority 
Victoria (EPA) is warning businesses and 
landholders of the hazards of keeping piles 
of waste tyres.

Abandoned tyres form a breeding ground 
for vermin, tyres can decay and contaminate 
soil and groundwater, and a tyre fire generates 
toxic smoke and is difficult to extinguish.

EPA regulations allow storage of waste tyres 
if you have a genuine use for them, but urges 
you to dispose of unused waste tyres in landfill 
or at a recycling facility.

See www.epa.vic.gov.au for advice on what’s 
legal, and if you suspect someone is illegally 
stockpiling, dumping or burning old tyres, call 
EPA’s 24-hour hotline on 1300 EPA VIC .

By SANDI MILLER



THANK YOU to our brave CFA members 
for keeping our community safe 

during the Fire Danger Period

RYAN SMITH MP
MEMBER FOR WARRANDYTE

Suite 2, 1020 Doncaster Road, Doncaster East.        9841 5166   

 ryan.smith@parliament.vic.gov.au      ryansmith.com.au

 /MPRyanSmith      @RyanSmithMP
AUTHORISED BY RYAN SMITH MP 2/1020 DONCASTER RD, EAST DONCASTER - Funded from Parliaments Electorate Office & Communication Budget
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By DAVID HOGG
ELECTRICITY consumers in Warrandyte and 
North Warrandyte have experienced a number 
of planned and unplanned power outages in the 
last three months with further planned outages 
still to come.

Urgent work on critical pole
A spokesman from AusNet Services spokesman 

Hugo Armstrong has advised the Diary that a 
wooden power pole in the RSL grounds to the 
southwest of the bridge roundabout is riddled 
with termites and has to be replaced as a matter 
of urgency.

This pole carries 22kV High Voltage (HV) 3-wire 
cables east and west along Yarra Street and also 
joins the newly-installed bundled HV electrical 
cable which spans the river and carries power 
up Kangaroo Ground Road and to adjoining 
residential properties.

The work has been scheduled during the day on 
Tuesday March 20 and a power outage will affect 
the approximately 500 residents and businesses 
who were also without power on January 19 and 
20 for the bridge works.

This work will be done by AusNet subcontractors.
AusNet advise that they will do their best to keep 

power on for the businesses in Yarra Street served 
by this cable, either by means of generators or by 
reconfiguration.

This job will be particularly tricky as the pole 
is in a difficult place for access, and while it is 
intended to keep Yarra Street open there will be 
complex traffic management issues and traffic 
delays are expected on March 20.

Further work in relation to bridge widening
To complicate matters further, as a completely 

separate issue the bridge contractors need further 
work to be done on the HV cable crossing the river 
and associated poles.

As a result, the same consumers will have two 
further daytime planned outages.

That work will be done by licensed electrical 
subcontractors to VicRoads.

AusNet are insisting that this latter work not be 
done in March but be spaced out to give long-
suffering consumers some breathing space.

All affected customers will be notified in 

advance of these planned outages.
AusNet have asked the Diary to convey their 

sincere apologies to the affected customers 
and emphasise that they are well aware of the 
inconvenience caused and are doing their very 
best to minimise disruptions.

Later work
We announced in the May 2017 issue that the 

Victorian Government’s Powerline Bushfire 
Safety Program was completed and this had 
replaced 3-wire HV powerlines in North 
Warrandyte areas with bundled cable to reduce 
bushfire risks.

However, this work did not extend to replacing 
existing old bundled cable such as that spanning 
the river.

The works on January 19 and 20 replaced the 
old bundled cable across the river for about 5 
poles up to Castle Road, but we believe that the 
old cable continues on past that point.

We have come across a statement from AusNet 
regarding the North Warrandyte power supply: 
“AusNet Services will replace the remaining 

sections of HV aerial bundled cable along this 
line in the coming months.

“No dates have been set as yet, but we will 
advise affected residents well in advance.” 

Recent outages
AusNet Services released a bulletin dated 

January 18 entitled “Update on North Warrandyte 
Power Supply” which was sent by text message 
to all those North Warrandyte residents who 
had experienced recent power outages and who 
had a mobile phone number notified to their 
electricity retailer. 

The bulletin lists the causes of unplanned power 
problems in the previous six weeks including:
•  On December 9, a tree brought down 

overhead powerlines, which caused an 
extended fault and required tree clearers, 
traffic control and construction crews to 
rectify. 

•  On January 6, a 40 degree, extreme fire 
danger day, there was a burnt out HV 
overhead cable fault near the bridge, which 
caused a ‘flashover’ along the overhead wire. 

•  On January 11, a possum came into contact 
with an HV switch on Bradleys Lane, 
causing an outage, and as a result, the switch 
configuration has now been modified to 
prevent further possum incidents.

Additionally, on January 19 and 20 an overnight 
scheduled outage enabled replacement and 
rerouting of the HV cable across the river.

The bulletin concludes: “We are optimistic that 
both the reliability and safety of this part of the 
community have been enhanced, and you will 
experience better reliability in the future.”

On March 7, another possum incident caused 
further unplanned outages.

Mr Armstrong told the Diary “Following the 
possum incident on January 11 we had hoped 
that the modifications to the switchgear would 
prevent further similar incidents.

“Unfortunately, the possums had other ideas 
and we are now researching further solutions in 
attempt to minimise possum problems”.

One resident in Aton Street claims to have had 
a power outage every day between January 4 
and 19 and has made a formal complaint to the 
Ombudsman.

Unplanned outages and compensation
O ne of  the benefi ts  of  the Victor ian 

Government’s Powerline Bushfire Safety Program 
completed last year was touted as being that it 
would improve reliability, a claim which residents 
are continuing to doubt.

Community frustration is growing at the 
continuing number of unplanned “recloser trips” 
being experienced almost on a weekly basis.

The recloser trip is a safety mechanism that 
cuts power to a localised area when there is 
an overload or abnormality (such as caused by 
possum activity) and then attempts to restore 
power a few seconds later.

This generally causes desktop computers 
and modems to reboot and causes clocks on 
microwaves or ovens to flash until reset.

AusNet Services are obliged to comply with a 
complex list of Guaranteed Service Levels (GSL) 
which provide for compensation if unplanned 
outages exceed certain targets in any calendar 
year.

There is no inclusion of planned outages in the 
GSL targets, that is those interruptions which 
have been notified to the consumer in advance, 
nor any provision for compensation for same, 
although sometimes ex-gratia payments are 
made.

The compensation starts at $30 if there are more 
than 24 momentary interruptions in a year, and 
$40 for more than 36 momentary interruptions.

Unfortunately, AusNet Services do not provide 
online access to the service interruption records 
for any property, and although details can be 
requested it takes a few days for a response.

The compliance with GSL targets for each 
residence is evaluated in February each year, and 
compensation payments where due are advised 
to the customer’s retailer in March and a credit 
allowed on the next bill.

However, the point at which the compensation 
starts is set so high that payments are — relatively 
speaking — rarely made, and the compensation 
of $30 or $40 feels like a drop in the ocean 
when compared with the $400+ fee per year 
that consumers are being charged for “service 
to property” before they have even started to 
consume any electricity.

THE IMMERSIVE Bushfire Experience is a 
unique mobile learning space that aims to help 
you better understand what being in a bushfire 
is actually like, to learn how you will respond to 
the threat and what you can do to better manage 
your response and emotions.

Be Ready Warrandyte is seeking community 
members who are interested in being involved 
in rehearsals during March and April 2018 
before launching the Experience to the general 
community in September 2018.

The real-life events of two families during the 
2009 Victorian bushfires have been drawn on to 
assist development of the Experience.

Through careful and sensitive examination of 
their first-hand accounts, a ‘gap’ was identified 
between people’s expectation of bushfire and 
the reality of a bushfire.

In behavioural science, this ‘gap’ is referred 
to as psychological or emotional preparedness. 

This is the extent to which people are aware 
of and are able to anticipate what it would be 
like to be in a very frightening situation under 
threat, as well as have the ability to effectively 
manage thoughts, emotions and behaviours to 
respond to danger appropriately. 

How will it work on the day?
Upon arrival, participants will be welcomed 

by a host, who will discuss what to expect and 
provide a written description of the experience.

Participation is entirely voluntary and 
participants are free to change their mind and 
decide not to continue at any point.

The approximately one-hour session will 
help explore the reality of a bushfire and 
participants’ natural reactions.

It has been designed to assist you to 
become better informed so that more realistic 
expectations can be built into bushfire 
preparedness activities and decision making.  

Who are they looking for to be involved?
Be Ready Warrandyte is looking for a wide 

variety of people from all walks of life who 
may live in a bushfire risk area and may have 
experienced fire — or not. 

Organisers are particularly keen to get 
people that have never experienced a bushfire 
as the whole experience is designed to close 
the gap between expectations, and a realistic 
replication of what it really will be like.

Who should not participate in the 
experience?

It is strongly recommended that should any 
of the following apply to you, then you do not 
participate in the IBE:

• If you are under 16 years of age.
•  If you have a heart related medical 

condition, raised blood pressure, asthma, 
breathing difficulties, unpredictable 
allergies.

•  If you suffer from a mental health condition 
including anxiety responses to enclosed 
spaces.

•  If you suffer from Post-traumatic Stress 
Disorder or have recently experienced a 
traumatic event.

To get involved, register at info@warrandyte.
org.au or by phoning 0413 753 622.

More power problems plague Warrandyte

Volunteers sought for immersive bushfire simulation

warrandyte.org.au/be-ready/
immersive-bushfire-experience-
we-need-your-help

By DICK DAVIES
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IN THE FEBRUARY 2018 edition of the Warrandyte Diary, 
we reported on the installation of a gate at the junction of 
Bourchiers Road and Menzies Road.

This gate has temporarily restricted vehicle access to 
Bourchier’s Road and the Yarra River access point at the 
bottom of it while the Council take on works to improve the 
river reserve and conduct a public survey into the reserves use.

This gate does not restrict access to the residents of Bourchiers 
Road or the emergency services.

In the February 2018 edition we included quotes from 
Proactive Landowners Group (PALs) and Friends of Nillumbik 
(FoN) who have contrasting views about the closure.

The Diary has since received letters from two Nillumbik 
residents with contrasting views about the temporary closure.

The vehicle restrictions on Bourchiers Road have stimulated 
debate within the community and it is important to let people 
have their say.

The Nillumbik survey is open until April 1 and any reader with 

an opinion about the future of Bourchiers Road River Reserve 
is encouraged to go to the Nillumbik Shire Council website and 
fill out the survey.

Brouhaha at Bourchiers Road
participate.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/

Events leading to 
the closure of the 
Bourchiers Road 
River Reserve

THE BOURCHIERS Road River Reserve 
(the Reserve) has a long history of 
providing Yarra River access for a 
wide range of activities by the local 
communities and the occasional 
visitor.
From the busy days 100 years ago 
when the adjacent land was cleared for 
logging, and then the grazing of animals, 
and the river was used to float logs from 
the sawmill down to the APM site; to 
the 1970s when it was more known for 
the occasional dead pig floating down 
the river than logs (which contributed 
to the closing down of piggeries in the 
region); to present times when it has 
regrown to a beautiful environment 
but unfortunately syringes are regularly 
found within The Reserve and its major 
claim for fame on the internet is as one 
of the top “dogging” sites in Melbourne 
and one of the best “cruising” places 
for joining in casual sexual activities 
(Anti-Social Activities).
Through all that time, until recently, The 
Reserve has also been a popular site for 
fishing, canoeing, swimming, family 
picnics or just being in a wonderful 
environment (Community Users).
Unfortunately, the Community Users 
now run the risk of being confronted 
by the Anti-Social Activities which have 
increased significantly in recent years.
This internet fame has attracted people 
from all over Melbourne and The 
Reserve is even advertised to interstate 
visitors as an ideal “cruising” site.
A simple Google search confirms how 
widespread the issue is.
In recent years it has been common to 

see 10–15 cars arriving in the car park 
around lunch time, usually with only 
one person aboard.

Similar arrivals often occurred after 
work in the evening and a casual 
walk along the river revealed what the 
majority of these visitors were doing.  

On one recent occasion, a local resident 
walked along the river and found a tent 
with a woman inside and a line of men 
outside waiting their turn. 

Other persons were engaging in group 
activities on the rocks in the river.

The local community again brought the 
problem to the attention of Nillumbik 
Council in 2017 and, after a number 
of meetings, the Council decided 
to invoke a temporary closure of 
Bourchiers Road to vehicular access 
in December 2017, whilst further long-
term measures were investigated.

It is important to stress however that 
the road and the Reserve are still 
accessible on foot.

The temporary closure has provided 
three important outcomes; firstly the 
Anti-Social Activities have ceased; 
secondly The Reserve is again a place 
that Community Users can enjoy 
without the threat of being confronted 
by Anti-Social Activities; and thirdly the 
issue of the future care of such a special 
place as the Reserve has become a 
major topic of discussion in the wider 
community.

The issue now facing all the Community 
is :  “How do we maintain these 
outcomes?”.

The Bourchiers Road residents support 
the view that spaces such as the Reserve 
should be available for Community 
Users, free of the spectre of Anti-Social 
Activities but there is a significant 
concern that if the gate is removed then 
the situation could return to where it 
was when the gate was first installed.

Please don’t hesitate to contact 
Nillumbik Council if you wish to 
provide input on the long-term 
solution.

Dr. Graeme D. Hubbert
Kangaroo Ground

Free Bouchiers  
Road

FACTS, VIEWS and further insight into 
the temporary closure on Bourchiers 
Road, Kangaroo Ground, which has 
been enforced by the Nillumbik 
Council, in consultation with the local 
residents.

The general consensus amongst the 
public, is that the signage and rationale 
used in which this closure was based, 
may not fully depict the real reasons 
behind this closure.

This has become more evident through 
recent correspondence including that 
of a State M.P.

Some of the residents of Bourchiers 
Road, specifically over the last five 
years, have made many complaints to 
the police reporting lewd behaviour.

The police followed up and on the few 
occasions, when these complaints were 
validated, the situation was dealt with 
accordingly.

Consequently, this type of thing has 
substantially subsided.

How ever,  s ome residents  have 
conveniently magnified the situation 
and have pigeonholed innocent river 
goers by associating them with this 
type of activity.

  In actual fact, the vast majority of 
people who go there are people who 
wish to enjoy the natural environment 
and engage in a variety of recreation 
a c t i v i t i e s,  s u c h  a s  s w i m m i n g , 
picnicking, fishing, canoeing and 
painting, just to name a few.

It seems that some residents have taken 
advantage of this minority group and 
have used this as one of their main 
focal points in which to bring about 
this closure.

T h i s  h a s  b e e n  t h e  p r i m a r y 
concern raised, in the more recent 
correspondence, with one state MP 

who has contacted me on this matter.   

A  N i l l u m b i k  S h i r e  C o u n c i l 
representative and many residents of 
Bourchiers Road, have often drawn 
attention to Bourchiers Road being a 
gay pick up “area”.

They are saying that it needs to be 
addressed.

Comments like these are seen as 
discriminatory.

Breaking the law by any person should 
be the only focus regarding issues of 
behaviour.

Safety, Decency and  
Lewd Behaviour

There are many verifiable statements 
from groups, ranging from teenagers 
t o  m i d d l e  a g e d  p e o p l e  w h o 
visit  Bourchiers Road river regularly 
or at random times, and even for some, 
up to 300 days in a year.

These people say, they have not felt 
threatened, unsafe or experienced any 
intimidating behaviour as mentioned.

Some say that the only intimidating 
behaviour they have experienced has 
actually come from some of the nearby 
residences.

For example, it was not uncommon to 
jump out of the way of local residents, 
riding trail bikes, hooning along the 
walking track.

It was also not uncommon to see 
cattle, from neighbouring properties, 
grazing on the river banks causing 
environmental damage.

At times, some of these residents would 
follow people down the road and river, 
to question and intimidate them as to 
why they were there.

Some residents also followed people 
down to try and take photos, invading 
privacy.

Even during this closure, police have 
been notified about intimidating 
behaviour from some residents, 
in vehicles, towards people walking to 
the river down Bourchiers Road.

People have been questioned and also 
subjected to some residents, driving 
offensively close, spinning wheels, 
spraying stones and creating extra dust.

It may be said that some residents 
from Bourchiers Road, want to keep 
it for themselves, potentially with 
the ultimate aim of creating a Gated 
Community for THEMSELVES, by 
conveniently, drawing on these issues 
as a means of trying to achieve this.

You may not want to go there now, 
however in the future, you, or your 
children may.

If it can happen at Bourchiers Road it 
can happen anywhere and one by one 
our special places may be taken from us 
and be made only exclusive for some.

LET’S NOT lose sight that Bourchiers 
Road is a public road which accesses 
a public water way, i.e. The Yarra River.

Completing the survey on the link 
above is important to keep this 
temporary closure temporary.

There are many ways to solve issues like 
these, such as more policing, upgrade 
of the road and car park, construction 
of a toilet block etc.

These things happen in other places so 
why not there?

The council could also consider the 
idea of an optional dress section, so 
people who are offended by nudity 
have a choice not to be there.

From my experience naturists are very 
respectful to the environment and 
mindful of others.

Also it may be welcomed in a leading 
artistic area such as Nillumbik.

The general feeling on this closure, 
a m o ng st  t h e  pu b l i c  o r  p e o p l e 
who go there regularly, which has 
been  instigated by some residence 
and the Nillumbik Shire Council, is 
that other constituents have not been 
considered.

This closure has already had a 
negative impact on the surrounding 
communities creating unnecessary 
anger and hostility.

Public vehicle access to Bourchiers 
Road should be reinstated immediately.

Brett Pollock aka Dusty
P.A.R.T.Y
People Accessing Road To Yarra

your sayyour say
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WARRANDYTE Community Bank Branch 
scholarships for 2018 have been awarded 
to Eilish Kelly and Annie Marsh-Pearson, 
helping to supplement their study costs of 
higher education.

They join Alex Ward who is commencing 
her second year of scholarship funding 
whilst attending university in Ballarat.

The Warrandyte Community Bank 
Scholarship is part of Bendigo and Adelaide 
Bank’s Scholarship program, which across 
the network has invested more than 
$6.5 million into helping 568 Australian 
students realise their higher education 
dreams. 

Scholarships are awarded to first-time 
tertiary students whose circumstances 
might mean that a TAFE course or university 
degree is otherwise out of their reach, with 
funding being delivered over the first two 
years of tertiary study and first year of TAFE.

This is the seventh year Warrandyte 
Community Bank Branch has offered 
scholarships, and the first time applications 
were open to students attending TAFE, 
validating the Bank’s Board of Director’s 
commitment to supporting local youth in 
furthering their education.

“Our branch is proud of these young 
people looking to further their education 
by attending TAFE and university,” Aaron 
Farr, chairman of Warrandyte Community 
Bank Branch said. 

“The calibre of applicants we had for this 
year’s scholarship highlighted that our 
young people are an absolute asset to our 
local community. 

“We are pleased that our investment in 
Annie, Eilish and Alex’s further education 
will help them focus on their studies and 
help lay a solid foundation for success,” 
Aaron added.  

Recently the chairman along with branch 
manager, Cheryl Meikle had the pleasure 
of meeting these three wonderful young 
locals when the bank announced its 2018 
scholarship recipients.

Following the new protocol this year 

which has opened up opportunities for 
students attending TAFE, Eilish is the first 
recipient of a TAFE scholarship.

She is attending Holmesglen Institute and 
is studying an Advanced Diploma of Justice, 
a two year full time course.

She is hoping to end up in the police force 
or have a career within the justice field.

Annie has overcome major health issues 
which have had a significant impact on her 
secondary school years.

She is about to embark on her tertiary 
education after accepting a place in a 
Bachelor of Nutrition Science Course at 
Deakin University.

“I am grateful to Warrandyte Community 
Bank Branch for helping me to attend 
university and to follow my passion for 
paediatric dietetics,” Annie said.

Alex is in her second year at Australian 
Catholic University (ACU) in Ballarat.

She is continuing with a double degree in 
Nursing and Paramedicine.

The first year of scholarship funding 
enabled Alex to enjoy a smooth transition 
into university life.

It has helped her to meet the costs of living 
and studying whilst living out of home.

“Moving away from home was a big 
change for me.

“The scholarship ensured I was able to 
settle into university life without the added 
pressure of financial stress.

“I am truly grateful for this opportunity, 
as are my parents,” she said.

The annual Warrandyte Community 
Bank scholarship helps first-year university 
students on their path to tertiary education 
with a $10,000 bursary over two years 
($5,000 each year) or a one off payment of 
$5,000 for TAFE.

To be eligible, applicants must meet 
various criteria including residing in the 
local area, be academically motivated, 
involved in the community and be able to 
detail financial or social challenges which 
hinder their ability to undertake further 
study.

Scholarship gives students a kick start
By DEE DICKSON

Pictured: Aaron Farr, Eilish Kelly, Annie Marsh-Pearson, Alex Ward and Cheryl Meikle



OPENING 8TH MARCH

COME BY FOR A DRINK 
WITH THE NEIGHBOURS!

 138-140 Yarra Street  Warrandyte  |  T (03) 9844 4044  |  info@meetmenextdoor.com  |  www.meetmenextdoor.com

Next Door is an exciting new Eatery + Bar for Warrandyte 
where the best bits of the city and the Yarra Valley  
collide. An eclectic mix of food and wine from tapas and
cocktails at the bar, to relaxed shared plate dining.  

We look forward to meeting you.
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By TRACEY MAILE
WHEN DONALD Trump was elected 
President in late 2016, teachers across 
Australia were talking about students 
as young as six or seven coming to 
school stressed about the results of 
the American presidential election and 
what they thought was the imminent 
end of the world.

Some little ones were so stressed they 
didn’t sleep for several nights and were 
coming to school exhausted.  

For days afterwards, the number one 
topic of conversation was Trump’s 
election.  

From primary school students 
through to teenagers and adults, 
everyone seemed convinced that the 
world as we know it was about to end.  

Where were the kids getting all of 
this from?

The answer in a nutshell: parents and 
the media.  

Kids are like sponges; they absorb 
what’s going on around them, even 
when we’re not aware of it.  

And that’s especially true when 
there is a lot of excitement and drama 
happening.  

The teenager apparently glued to 
their mobile phone who is seemingly 
deaf to any request to go and wash the 
dishes, is probably listening intently 
when the adults in the house are 
talking excitedly about anything, or 
when the news is on and is full of 
over-excited news reporters hyping up 
the implications of the latest terrorist 
attack, North Korean rocket launch 
or Donald Trump’s latest posturing 
on Twitter.

Kids listen to discussions between 
over-excited adults and absorb the 
nervous energy around them, but can’t 

put it into any sort of context.
Which isn’t to say we shouldn’t be 

talking about the news with our kids, 
just that we need to be careful that 
we’re not allowing our own fears to 
be hyped up, and then unwittingly 
transferring those fears to our children.   

When I was a child growing up, I 
don’t really remember being fearful 
of anything.  

Other than maybe the (4’11” tall) 
‘Mistress of Discipline’ at my all girls’ 
school, who put the fear of God into 
all of us.  

My parents warned me never to 
talk to strangers and never to get into 
the car of anyone I didn’t know, but 
apart from that, I don’t remember 
them warning me about anything in 
particular. 

Yet these days, local social media is 
full of warnings about crime gangs, 
door-to-door scam artists, house 
burglaries and car-jackings.  

Yes, these things happen, but the 
chances of them happening to any one 
of us is still small.  

People get nervous every time a 
helicopter hovers nearby for any 
length of time.  

Is there a criminal on the loose, has 
a fire broken out somewhere nearby?  

Do we need to evacuate immediately 
or lock the doors and windows and not 
answer the door?  

Our 24-hour-a-day news cycle media 
tends to hype everything up in order to 
fill column inches and airtime.  

All of which can contribute to making 
us feel fearful.

And if we’re not very, very careful, 
these fears transfer to our children, 
producing some highly anxious kids.

Whilst I would probably prefer 
my young adult children not to be 
travelling to certain parts of the world 
for either work or pleasure — due to 
coverage by our hyperactive media 
— I acknowledge that the chances of 

getting injured in a terrorist attack are 
very slim.

My parents sent me on my own to 
visit my grandparents in England 
when I was 11 years old — in the 
midst of an IRA bombing campaign 
in London that had been going on for 
several years.

Apart from our bags being checked 
and having to go through metal 
detectors when entering museums 
and theatres, the only other thing I 
really remember about the terrorist 
threat at the time was my grandmother 
telling me that the chance of us being 
caught up in anything scary was 
miniscule.

There is a lot to be said for adults 
being quietly ‘Alert but not Alarmed’.  

The documentary film maker, 
Michael Moore in his film Bowling 
for Columbine talks about the politics 
of fear.  

Moore suggests that it’s in the 
interests of ruling political parties 

(and special interest groups) to keep 
the population in a constant state of 
fear, because we’re much less likely to 
vote out a government that tells us that 
there is safety in stability, safety in their 
tight border protection and law and 
order policies and safety in keeping 
the status quo.

It also conveniently distracts voters 
from some long term issues that 
the ruling political parties don’t 
necessarily want to have to tackle, 
such as climate change or the 
environmental sustainability of ever-
increasing population growth.

Whether it’s intentional or not, the 
politics of fear seems to be spreading 
throughout our daily lives.  

Is local crime really on the increase 
or is it just being reported more?  

Or maybe it’s just increasing at a 
similar rate to Melbourne’s population 
growth?  

Are we any more likely to be the 
victims of house burglaries or our 

children be the victims of kidnapping 
than they were back in the 1950s or 
‘60s?  

There’s a difference between taking 
precautions in the face of real danger, 
and becoming fearful of every possible 
thing that could ever happen.  

Melbourne teacher and writer 
Timothy Berryman, in an online 
article Why Parents and Teachers Need 
to be Brave discusses the helicopter 
parenting phenomenon and the need 
for adults to work on keeping our own 
fears in check.  

As parents, we are “hovering” over 
our children, trying to protect them 
from every possible danger or hurt, 
and we really need to stop it.

It’s natural to want to keep our 
children safe, but in many ways it’s 
far more important to raise them to 
be brave, independent and resilient 
individuals than it is to protect them 
from every single bad thing that might 
never happen.

opinion

The politics of fear
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Garden / Gifts / Cafe

Warran Glen
A perfect 
destination
everyday.

373 Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte 
(Corner Jumping Creek Rd)
Garden Centre 9844 3027/ Café 9844 1322 
www.warranglen.com.au 

Come and visit our 
Nursery and see our 
current promotion 
across all green 
life including 20% 
discount for bulk 
purchases of 5 or more 
of one plant variety. 
*excludes some stock lines.

New Autumn and 
Winter stock arriving 
daily. We are 
introducing many 
new brands including 
Walnut shoes, Elm 
clothing, Buddha 
wear, Cindy G and 
many others.

autumn 
specials

gift shop 
new stock

By DAVID HOGG
AFTER A HEARING lasting one-and-
a-half days last month, VCAT member 
John Bennett has decided in favour of 
the applicant development company, 
Itsomac Pty Ltd, and reinstated the 
original nine lot subdivision.

Manningham Council had issued 
a permit in July 2017 to subdivide 
this property but had reduced the 
subdivision to seven lots.

Pr ior  to  the hear ing Council 
amended its determination to eight 
lots, as any fewer would not comply 
with the lot area limits set out in the 
Planning Scheme.

Ann-Maree Drakos, Manningham’s 
town planning off icer,  opened 
the proceedings with a detailed 
presentation on the reasons for 
its decision, a priority being the 
conservation of the stand of mature 
Yellow Box trees on the western slope 
of the land.

Stephen Foster, representing the 
CFA, spoke on bushfire matters, and 
advised that if the original proposals 
were to be changed CFA would have 
to re-assess the bushfire risk.

Warrandyte resident Val Polley 
addressed the tribunal and gave a 
potted history of the block, covering 
neighbourhood character issues and 
expectations.

She expressed concern that this 
development would see an urban 
culture dropped into the rural and 
sensitive Warrandyte environment, 
and expressed concern for safe access 
to and egress from the development.

Doug Seymour represented the 
Warrandyte Community Association 
(WCA).

He stated that the WCA were 
generally supportive of the Council’s 
decision, tabling an alternative design 
with a wildlife corridor, the potential to 
include many of the Yellow Box trees 
in a re-configured access court and the 
inclusion of a pedestrian path through 
to Keen Avenue.  

He also had some concerns on 
stormwater drainage issues.

Mr Peter  O ’Far rel l ,  Bar r ister 
representing the Applicant, spoke 
extensively on the benefits of the 
proposal, assured the tribunal that all 
environmental issues had been well 

considered and incorporated in the 
original nine lot proposal and called 
expert witnesses on Town Planning 
and Landscape Architecture.

Chris Vellios, local Warrandyte 
resident and director of Itsomac Pty 
Ltd, spoke extensively to the Diary 
following the hearing.

He was keen to point out that as 
a local of many years he was very 
familiar with the unique environment 
of Warrandyte, and that he and his 
partner Chris Ilia have been at pains 
throughout to ensure that issues 
such as neighbourhood character, 
flora and fauna impact and bushfire 
m a n a g e m e n t  h a v e  b e e n  k e y 
considerations in their design.

The land is zoned residential and is 
not a Rural Conservation zone, and 
the plan maintains the low-density 
neighbourhood character unique to 
Warrandyte.

As it is in an area of Cultural Heritage 
Sensitivity they have produced a 
Cultural Heritage Management Plan 
which has been approved by the 
Wurundjeri Tribe.

The level of vegetation removal they 

proposed is supported by the DELWP 
and CFA with a view to prioritizing the 
protection of human life over all other 
policy considerations.

The plan provides for:
•  Smaller lots on the eastern side 

and larger lots on the western side.
•  A 26 metre building exclusion zone 

to the west which aims to protect 
the important environmental 
attributes of this section of 
Andersons Creek.

•  A five metre wide vegetation buffer 
along the Yarra Street boundary.

•  A six metre streetscape setback to 
all lots.

•  No footpaths, formal front fences 
or other typical suburban features 
to ensure the prevalence of a 
bushland character.

Messrs Vellios and Ilia now intend to 
develop the block for nine residential 
lots, install the necessary services and 
roadways, and then sell the blocks off 
individually for housing. 

As  al luded to  in  Ms Pol le y’s 
comments, there is still some confusion 
surrounding the access road to be built 
into the development, and how and 

where it will interact with Yarra Street 
and the existing service road.

Certainly Council and VicRoads are 
insisting that there be no right turns 
into or from the access road as this is 
just below the crest of a hill on Yarra 
Street.

It is not known whether the lots will 
have an address on Keen Avenue, on 
Yarra Street, or whether the Close will 
get a new name.

Following the VCAT decision which 
was handed down at the start of this 
month, Mr Vellios told the Diary “The 
judgement in our favour for a nine-lot 
subdivision provides a net community 
benefit and an acceptable outcome 
against all policies and planning 
controls.

“As noted in the VCAT judgement 
this subdivision makes a positive 
contribution to the landscape and 
environmental conditions of the area.

“As a local resident I am excited 
to have this opportunity and look 
forward to providing Warrandyte with 
a prestigious development in keeping 
with the wonderful Warrandyte 
character.”

As reported in last month’s 
Diary, a teenager was 
rescued from an abandoned 
mine at Black Flats Reserve 
in late January.
Peter Hanson, who has an 
interest in the old mines and 
whose father, John Hanson, 
runs tours of the old gold 
mines during the Warrandyte 
Festival, gave the Diary a 
comprehensive history of 
the Crown Gold Mine on 
Black Flats to help us all 
understand the important 
history of the mines in this 
region and their inherent 
danger. 

The geology of the mine
The Crown Gold Mine runs along 

a diorite dyke (ancient fault-line) 
with masses of very fine quartz veins 
running through softer decomposed 
rock (diorite) between two defined 
parallel rock walls.

In simpler terms, the rock walls are 
the hard sedimentary rock (mudstone 
and siltstone) that is typical in 
Warrandyte.

The rock walls have an approximately 
2.5 metre gap between them created 
from the pulling apart of the earth’s 
crust.

This gap contains a very brittle 

sandstone that has numerous gold 
baring quartz veins running through it 
instead of the usual wider quartz reefs 
found in the other local mines.

This dyke was important to miners 
because the diorite could be picked by 
hand, therefore saving on drilling and 
blasting costs; making these ventures 
profitable.

Despite this, in later years there 
was the added cost of having to use 
substantial amounts of timber props 
to help support large hanging wall 
surfaces from collapsing.   

There were many diggings along this 
dyke that runs in a south-southeast 
direction from North Warrandyte 
(intersection of Kangaroo Ground–
Warrandyte Road and Osborne Road), 
through Black Flat and The Common, 
to South Warrandyte.

The floor of this dyke is often slanted 
at an angle of about 45 degrees, 
however it can vary substantially.

The mine is established
In 1877 Henry Stiggants Junior and 

the Holloway brothers discovered this 
dyke and a multitude of claims were 
subsequently made.

Today these types of mines are 
p r o b a b l y  t h e  l e a s t  k n o w n  i n 
Warrandyte and only small pockets 
can still be accessed.

T h e  C r o w n  G o l d  M i n e  w a s 
operational from 1877 to about 1886.

The mine was finding ‘good gold’ 
and in 1881 Lewis Grant installed a 
five-head water wheel battery in the 
northwest corner of Black Flat Reserve. 

The installation of hundreds of 
posts underground was necessary 
for structural support, and it would 
appear that the miners had dug too 

VCAT allows Keen Avenue developer nine lots

Digging into the history that lies beneath our feet

Not an optical illusion. In this section the mine is at a 40 degree angle, the 
hole in which the teenager entered on January 2018 is about 50 metres from 
this spot

large amount of diorite out, particularly 
towards the surface, resulting in 
collapses.

In 1883 the first of many rock fall 
incidents occurred that almost killed 
Edwin Holloway. 

Soon after, these posts could not 
stop a chain reaction of collapse that 
occurred.

Later that year the mine was sold to 
David Mitchell who incorporated the 
Hope Goldmine owned by Ben Logan 
and Party, that is a short parallel dyke 
60 metres to the east of the Crown.

What you can see today
The Crown was dug to a depth of 

about 60 metres and was the most 
profitable of all the dyke mines.

It is still the best preserved and most 
historically significant mine associated 
with the diorite dyke.

The mine is almost completely 
confined to the Black Flat Reserve and 
the visible surface workings extend for 
470 metres.

It travels from the Yarra River (Grant’s 
Battery) through to approximately ten 
metres over a private property to the 
southern boundary of Black Flat.

There appears to be two adit (tunnel 
entrance) levels.

There is a mullock heap on the banks 
of the river with a gentle slope heading 
towards the upper mullock heap. 

The lower adit runs from near the 
river to almost where the upper 
mullock heap is.

The upper tunnel entrance is 
situated immediately on the lower 
side of the state park road not far from 
where the Caledonia Gold Mine boiler 
is now situated.

This limited accessible tunnel system 
has many interesting features.

The little timbering that is left is 
probably the best remaining example 
of accessible underground structures 
in the Warrandyte area.

The risks
This mine still has a small degree of 

risk of structural collapse and access to 
the general public was denied in 2002 
when gates were installed.

On January 18, 2011 Parks Victoria 
employees unlocked this gate and 
entered a ventilation shaft into the 
main workings of this mine.

Unfortunately, one member lost 
his footing and injured himself to 
the point where he could not crawl 
out of the mine, he had to be assisted 
in getting out and was taken to the 
hospital. 

On January 5 2018 a teenager 
climbed down through a recently 
opened surface entrance into an area 
of large voids that have remained 
from the mine collapse in 1883, he 
also needed assistance in getting out.  

In 1851 Warrandyte was declared 
Victoria’s first  goldfield and is 
important to our cultural heritage.

The management of the parks have, 
over the years, sign posted — and 
even fenced off or gated — sections of 
mines throughout Warrandyte.

It is up to individuals to respect these 
warnings and like any situation — 
enter at own risk.
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CONVENIENTLY locating itself 
between spring and autumn; summer 
is the season for which Australia was 
designed.

The word summer is synonymous 
with the word holiday.

For those of you still at school; the 
older you are and the more your 
parents pay for your education, the 
longer your summer holidays will last.

Now, I’m not talking about a cranky 
New York City, Summer of Sam kind 
of summer.

I’m talking about a Bryan Adams 
Summer of ‘69 summer.

I’m talking about the best days of 
my life.

It’s that time of year when some 
genius invented daylight saving so I 
could go for a walk after work.

I’ll meet 3000 of my neighbour’s dogs 
— off their leads — pooping with wild 
abandon (the dogs that is, not me).

It means it is still dark and I’m 
trying to sleep when the garbo’s truck 
shudders to a halt, brakes squealing as 
the mechanical arm throws my red bin 
into the ditch.

All this is a small price to pay for my 
cows being too confused to be milked, 
my hens unable to lay eggs and my 
curtains fading.

For me, summer has arrived when I 
can stop using the bridge and just walk 
through the river.

It’s at this point where I pompously 
take the moral high ground.

I can be heard trumpeting “Oh, 
you’re late because you were stuck in 
traffic were you?”

If I can get my sanctimonious head 
out of my bottom long enough, I may 
even stop complaining that I had yet 
another pair of thongs float off and 
head downstream to the city when I 
stopped to take a cheeky selfie.

I like to keep things real, choose 
the best shot out of the 336 I’ve 
snapped, run it through 684 filters and 
Instagram it under #lovewherewelive 
#morningwalk #nofilterrequired  
#savingtheplanet10000stepsatatime.

But why is it, just after I hit the ‘share’ 
button that I notice the skinny dipper 
photo bombing me in the background?

Amazingly, my magnanimous nature 
also kicks in around December 1. 

Why, hello you tradies from the 
northern suburbs welcome and feel 
free to come and use ‘our’ bridge. 

We won’t even impose a ‘non-local’ 
toll on you.

In fact, why not invite all your mates.
Let’s have the entire Australian 

Federation of Tradies walk across the 
bridge, resplendent in their Tradie 
Undies with no Clacker Creep feeling 
like the duck’s nuts.

Pop into Riverview for your soy chai 
latte.

Or if the MAMILS and their carbon 
fibre bikes, worth more than my house, 
haven’t left you a seat, continue on to 
the bakery, sweep the resident tiger 
snake off the steps and enjoy your 
meat pie.

T h e n ,  s o m e w h e r e  b e t w e e n 
Christmas Day and New Year’s Eve 

something magical happens.
Most of Warrandyte leaves the 

mighty Yarra River to go on their 
annual pilgrimage to the banks of 
another river, a beach, a lake, or maybe 
even their favourite swamp.

The IGA car park is temporarily filled 
with 4WD’s, caravans, campervans, 
camper trailers, swags, speed boats, 
tinnies and bikes.

There are angry dads playing Tetris 
trying fit in every last bit of luggage. 

Snarly mums are picking up the 
forgotten — but apparently necessary 
— last minute items. 

Screaming toddlers are yelling “are 
we there yet?”

The sul len teenagers  remain 
completely oblivious; slumped in the 
backseat of the car, their ubiquitous 
white earbuds blocking out every last 
vestige of ‘the worst family in the whole 
world’ that they are unlucky enough to 
be a part of.

For a lucky few, their holiday may 
involve water of the frozen variety.

They eschew the summer warmth for 
a Northern Hemisphere winter.

Swapping their bathers for thermals, 
their wakeboard for a snowboard and 
the tent filled with mosquitoes for a 
five-star room at Chateau Lake Louise.

The kids will get dropped into the 
snow sports school to fulfil their 
parent’s dreams of producing the next 
Olympic flag bearer extraordinaire, 
Scotty James style.

But if I’ve learnt anything during my 
medium length but truly unremarkable 
life, it is that all good things must come 
to an end.

The summer holidays conclude, the 
residents return and the Warrandyte 
Business and Community Facebook 
page is full of folks apparently shocked 
with the horrendous traffic.

Will I be complaining about the 
bridgeworks and how I’m going to be 
late for work? 

Nope.
For if all goes to plan, my helipad will 

have been installed and I’ll being doing 
circle work, purely to time how quickly 
someone will ask on said Facebook 
page, “Does anyone know what the 
helicopter above my house is doing?”

And if things don’t go to plan?
Well, you’ll still see me walking 

across the river. 
#Ilovethisplace
How will you know it’s me? 
I’ll be the one at the Warrandyte 

Festival with wet shorts and yet 
another new pair of thongs.

Summer, the warmest of the temperate seasons
By KATRINA BENNETT

much ado

DIARY PHOTOGRAPHER Stephen Reynolds 
has been travelling the streets of Warrandyte 
and found a weird and wonderful collection of 
letterboxes dotted about our fair town. 

Have you seen any quirky  mailbox creations? 

eye spy

If you have photos and short stories you would 
like to share with Diary readers, send them to:  

editor@warrandytediary.com.au  
with 'eye spy' in the subject heading



Connecting  
our communities

Warrandyte Bridge Upgrade
Happening now

We’re adding an extra lane to 
Warrandyte Bridge to ease traffic 
flow and make it safer for the 
community. Works are underway 
and expected to be completed  
by September 2018.

Other improvements we’re  
making include:

• new footpaths, including a shared 
user path on the west side of  
the bridge

• new traffic lights at the intersection 
of Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte 
Rd and Research-Warrandyte Rd 

• a new left turning lane onto the 
bridge from Yarra Street

For more information, visit  
vicroads.vic.gov.au and search 
Warrandyte Bridge.

To receive monthly updates send  
us an email at mnw.communications 
@roads.vic.gov.au
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Special appearance  and 

reading by Cliffy 2017 winner 

Kevin Bonnett 

By TRACEY MAILE
EVERY YEAR Warrandyte Primary 
School hosts a reunion of past students 
who attended the school prior to 1970.  

Organised by Christine Scott, and 
with old school photo folders provided 
by Kevin Jones, the WPS Alumni spent 
several happy hours looking through 
photos to find themselves and their 
family and friends, filling in some of 
the blanks on the class lists of names 
and reminiscing about the good old 
days when you could ride your pony to 
school and the teachers would make 
hot cocoa in the classroom fireplace at 
recess for all the students.  

Past teachers and Head Teachers were 
also fondly (and some not so fondly) 
recalled.  

The oldest attendees at this year’s 
reunion were able to find themselves in 
school photos dating back to the 1930s.

A number of the past students then 
enjoyed a tour of the old stone building 
classrooms, with many recalling 
exactly where they sat when they were 
youngsters.  

The original dividing wall separating 
t h e  o r ig i na l  bu i l d i ng  i nt o  t w o 
classrooms has long since gone, making 
one large classroom now.

Only the hearth remains of the 
original fireplace in the corner of the 
room, but it was a nostalgic wander 
down memory lane for many.  

Some of the past students also took 
the opportunity to tour the completely 
refurbished main weatherboard 
building of the school, while others 
enjoyed visiting the Japanese classroom, 
located alongside one of the original 
‘shelter sheds’.

This shed has also been refurbished 
recently, thanks to heritage funding.

Many remembered huddling in the 
shelter shed during winter days, and a 
couple of others sheepishly admitted to 
some illicit smoking going on behind 
the shed.

The WPS reunion for past students 
attending the school up to 1970 takes 
place on the first Sunday in March every 
year, and all are welcome.  

It was suggested that students who 
attended the school after 1970 might 
like to attend another reunion later 
this year.  
Any past students who would like to be 
notified about reunion details should 
phone the school office on 9844-3537 
and register their interest and contact 
details.

Primary School reunion

A LITTLE JACK Russell sits with a 
cuddly toy in the exercise yard at 
Nillumbik Shire Council Pound 
while Pauline throws a ball for him.

Ozzy (pictured) catches it, wags his 
tail and looks inordinately proud of 
himself. 

“Good boy,” Pauline says and pats 
him.

The temperature is steadily 
rising, and the dedicated 
pound attendant puts ice 
cubes in a bowl in his cage 
and makes sure there is a 
fresh, clean towel for him to 
lie down on.

Ozzy is at the Pound’s Pets 
in Crisis program.

The service provides a safe 
place for at-risk pets caught 
up in domestic violence 
disputes between owners.

Council’s Rangers Services 
co-ordinator Sarah Peachey 
s a y s  t h e  P o u n d  o f f e r s 
affordable and immediate 
care for these pets.

“There have been occasions 
where one partner threatens 
to hurt the dog to get back at 
the other partner — it’s very 
sad — we look after the pets 
until it is safe for them to go 
home.”

There are a number of balls 
on site for staff to play with 
the pups, and also a range of 
cuddly toys.

Sometimes a pup can be 
lonely and bewildered, and 
may need the comfort of a toy.

Often the pup stays at the Pound 
until the abusive partner either 
moves out, or the abused partner 
finds another place to live. 

Last year the Pound helped pets 
belonging to three families. 

Sarah says the Pound will meet any 
increase in demand for this recently 
introduced service.

Cr Jane Ashton said she was 
pleased the service was able to help 
during time of crisis. 

“Pets are often targeted and it is 
deplorable when someone hurts an 
animal to get at a partner.

“Some pets need to be urgently 
removed from their homes in case 

they are hurt or killed.
“The Pound provides a caring, 

inexpensive and immediate option,” 
she said.

The Pound, with its row of 40 
heavily fenced cells, may look like 
a mini-prison, but there’s a lot of 
kindness behind the concrete walls.

And while it holds dogs, seized 

due to reports of dog attacks, until a 
decision is taken about their future, 
it also houses stray pups. 

Sarah says staff work hard trying to 
track down the strays’ owners.  

It’s a lot easier if pets are registered 
and microchipped. 

If all else fails, they try to rehome 
them — it’s a big job — the 
Pound is used not only by 
Nillumbik but neighbouring 
Banyule.

There’s another section at 
the Pound which houses a 
Noah’s Ark of stray, seized 
or surrendered livestock — 
goats, sheep, horses, rabbits 
and cows. 

Sarah says sheep and goats 
are common visitors. 

Many people on larger blocks 
use them as lawnmowers, and 
they can escape if fencing is 
sub-standard.

T h e  l i v e s t o c k  g e t  f e d 
a standard diet, but kind-
hearted Pauline will often 
bring carrots from home for 
the goats. 

She makes sure she peels 
them. 

The goats tend to be fussy. 
If the owners can’t be found, 

the livestock is sent to lifestyle 
farms.

There are also smaller, more 
secure cages for parrots, 
guinea pigs and ferrets, which 
have a Houdini-like ability 
to escape through even the 
smallest of gaps.

Autumn is on its way, and Sarah 
says the Pound always welcomes 
towels and blankets to keep the dogs 
warm during the colder months. 

There is also a need for a supply 
of cuddly toys for sad dogs missing 
their homes.  

Residents are reminded pet 
registrations are due by April 10.

Pound cares for pets caught up 
in domestic violence

Ozzy posed for the photo.
He is not currently housed at the pound.
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Caught in the act
IT WAS JUST on dusk. 

The male blue banded bees were erratically 
flying near the stems where they usually roost. 

They should have begun to settle by now.
Only one or two had settled near the end of a 

stem that seemed to have an unusual bit of bright 
green foliage further down the stem.

This foliage was swaying and it was not from 
the wind. 

I realised I was seeing an adult false garden 
mantis, usually enchanting to me, but this one 
was preying on one of my male blue banded bees. 

Was I ever torn! 
Should I take photos and let nature take its 

course, or save my special bees? 
Perhaps as a compromise I took a quick photo 

then gently grasped the mantis and removed it 
from the area to discourage it from becoming a 
serial bee killer. 

I felt a bit guilty that I caused it to drop the bee 
in its grasp which was already dead. 

I guess a mantis has to eat too.
Philosophically, I might think that near the end 

of the season for blue banded bees most of the 
females may already have mated. 

So perhaps one could say that the males had 
served their life purpose and that feeding a mantis 
could be their last remaining service. 

Just two days ago I was marvelling at the lovely 
sight of the roosting blue banded bees. 

I photographed them quickly before the sun 
touched them with a magic wake up call. 

They were like a string of precious beads to me. 
I had seen scattered ones earlier in the season 

but on this day I counted 17.
Each used its yellow jaws to clasp an arching 

dried stem where it would spend the night. 
Their wings and hair on their bodies appeared 

undamaged so I assumed they had recently 
emerged from their nests.

Near the same spot last season, I first watched 
males jostling for the best roosting position in 
my garden.

That year I never counted more than nine. 
I believe the population is growing as my 

pollinator garden develops. 
Females must be nesting nearby but so far I 

have searched for their nesting burrows in vain. 
If anyone in the greater Warrandyte region has 

discovered the female blue banded bees’ nests on 
their patch, please tell me. 

My first leaf-cutting bee
Before I leave the topic of native bees I want 

to announce I have at least one leaf-cutting bee 
species in my garden. 

This one is almost as large and its buzz is nearly 
as loud as the blue banded bees. 

It is unlikely to use my bee posts where, closely 
related, the resin bees are quite at home. 

I now search the broad-leaf plants in my garden 
for the perfect circle these bees cut out to line the 
cells of their nests. 

Of course this may be occurring in my 
neighbours’ gardens. 

Rose bushes, not found in my garden are a 
favourite. 

However, they must have used indigenous 
plants in the past.

So far, my photos of them aren’t good enough 
for the Diary. 

Finding the nests and getting better photos are 
my next challenge.

Caught in the act number two 
“What is this very colourful bug on my 

eucalyptus tree?” 
I’m often asked this time of year. 
Hearing, “It is yellow-orange with blue 

diamonds on its back”, I suspect a juvenile of the 
aptly named eucalyptus tip wilter bug, amorbus 
species, as seen in my photo. 

The adult in the next photo is larger with 
impressive looking hind legs but a rather drab 
brown by comparison. 

Many are in my garden but little harm has been 
done.

Yellow-spotted epicoma moth
These notodontid moth caterpillars are very 

hairy and may be processionary as they move 
from one place to another. 

Their hairs can cause a painful allergic reaction 
in people. 

The larvae feed on the foliage of casuarina, 
eucalyptus, leptospermum and melaleuca 
species. 

They are dark grey and hairy, but the head 
capsule is white with red sides bordered with 
black. 

Pupation takes place in a sparse elliptical 
cocoon amongst the leaves or leaf litter of the 
food plant. 

Some of the irritating hairs are attached to the 
pupal case. 

The adults are frequently seen in summer to 
early autumn around Melbourne.

The month ahead
Until we have good rain, remember to leave 

drinking water at ground level for a range of 
small animals as well as keeping the birdbaths 
clean and full. 

Honey bees may also visit but native bees get 
the liquid they need from nectar.

March is still a good month to watch for 
interesting insects including butterflies.

Let us know what you observe in your area.

It’s a jungle out there in the garden 
Words & photos LINDA ROGAN

nature

Join the Rock Drop phenomenon 
at Park Orchards Market

By KYLIE ROSS 
AS AN ALTERNATIVE to Pokemon Go or 
Geo-caching, a new natural phenomenon is 
taking place outdoors —  and all the better as it 
encourages kids to explore the outdoors without 
staring at a screen.

VICROCKS Facebook group has members 
Victoria wide, and parents and kids alike are 
delighting in sharing their discoveries, painted 
creations and rock drop tips!

How it works: People paint rocks and hide 
them for others to find in parks around Victoria. 

Once found, they take a photo of them and 
post on the VICROCKS Facebook group — 
which has a steadily growing list of 15,000 
followers — and then they can keep them or 

re-hide them, alerting the group where the ‘rock 
drop’ has been made.  

The rocks have the origin postcode on the back 
so their journey can be tracked, and the hashtag 
#vicrocks alerting new finders to join the group 
and continue the trend.

On March 17 from 9am–1pm, the Park 
Orchards Market, in addition to their quality 
food and market stalls, are having a ‘Great 
Outdoors’ theme and a large quantity of painted 
rocks will be dropped around the market 
location at Park Orchards Primary School 
(Bowmore Avenue, Park Orchards 3114).  

The market will also be promoting local 
outdoor lifestyle businesses such as pool, 
garden, and glamping solutions.

False garden mantis

Blue banded bees

Yellow-spotted epicoma mothJuvenile eucalyptus tip-wilter bug 

Adult eucalyptus tip-wilter bug 



34th Warrandyte 
Art Show

Gala Opening
Friday March 16 – 7pm 

Entry $20

Public Viewing
Saturday 17, 9am to 8:30pm 

Sunday 18, 9am to 4pm 
Entry $5

Enjoy a night of festivities, 
good food and refreshments

Warrandyte Community Church - 57 Yarra Street

Warrandyte Donvale
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AFTER A SUMMER of reading and, 
of course, buying new books, my 
bookshelves are overflowing.

Not only do I need to make room 
for the new books, but the old ones 
that are currently laying horizontally, 
jammed into whatever space I can find 
on top of other books, need to find a 
new home.

There are three separate bookshelves, 
each one taller than me, and each one 
crammed beyond capacity.

It’s time to do something about it. 
It’s time for desperate measures. 
After wasting a few hours browsing 

the IKEA website looking at “storage 
solutions”, I decided to change tack. 

Instead of housing more books, I’ll 
choose a few books and send them on 
their merry way.

After all, some have been sitting here 
for a decade or two, untouched, their 
pages yellowing and spines fading.

I’ll take a few of them off to the op 
shop and perhaps someone else will 
enjoy them.

But, it wasn’t quite that easy. 
I had only picked up a couple of 

novels when the words of de-cluttering 
expert, Marie Kondo, came to mind.

In my hand was my old tattered copy 
of Circle of Friends, by Maeve Binchy.

Suddenly, I was back at Mum’s, on 
summer holiday, with my feet up, lost 
in the friendship of Benny and Eve and 
all the dramas that came with those 
two as they began their university life.

Those characters brought me 
immense joy then, and the memory 
of them brings joy again.

Perhaps these books aren’t going 
anywhere.

Looking back, I think that was the 
start of loving Maeve.

Maeve lived, loved and wrote Ireland.
The warmth and friendliness of 

Maeve’s books allowed me to be 
swallowed up in them for hours, 
living in a small Irish village with 
well-kept window boxes and friendly 
neighbours.

Her stories of family relationships 
and romances were easy to dip 

into and I whiled away many hours 
engrossed in the heartaches and 
happiness of her characters.

She wrote of neighbours whose lives 
were entwined, for good or bad, and of 
best friends with names like Aisling, a 
name I had no idea how to pronounce!

Those old novels were still there for 
a reason.

Many of her novels marked key 
events in my life and perhaps I crossed 
over to adult reading under her care.

As I was preparing for motherhood 
in my mid-twenties, with so many 
days in bed and ever so sick, it was 
made bearable with her latest release 
in my hands.

The emotional dramas of her 
characters evened out those in my 
own life and when I travelled to Ireland 
in the mid 90s, I felt like I was returning 
to somewhere familiar.

Later, as my daughter started school 
and I started to think of returning 
to my career in hospitality, Maeve 
introduced me to Cathy and Tom, 
their families and friends, and all the 
dramas of running a catering business 
in Scarlet Feather. 

Was I put off?
Of course not!

I jumped into catering with a dream 
in my heart.

A decade later, as my daughter was 
doing her VCE studies, I was still 
reading Maeve and happy to hear that 
there was yet another new release on 
its way.

Seems she stayed with me, or I with 
her, for more than 20 years, and by 
most accounts, that in itself is a good 
friendship.

Her insightful, easy to read pages of 
love and loss, mistakes, romance and 
friendship, and her ability to bring 
back characters from her other books 
into her new ones so we don’t forget 
them, kept me enthralled.

They brought me joy, so Maeve  
can stay.

In their pages I loved and learned. 
And who knows, one summer I may 

just want to dive back into a small, 
sleepy Irish town and stay awhile.

I have about half of her collection 
and what I don’t have a friend of mine 
has, for we were strategic in buying and 
gifting to one another what we needed 
and, even without asking her, I know 
she won’t be tossing her books out 
anytime soon.

Instead I’ve dusted the shelves 
and put all the books back neatly, 
crammed a few in horizontally above 
them and decided there would have 
to be another way to bring order to 
the overflow.

Perhaps IKEA and Marie Kondo can 
work well together after all.

Tossing out Maeve
By JO FRENCH

corner of my eye

“The best way to choose what to 
keep and what to throw away is to take 
each item in one’s hand and ask: “Does 
this spark joy?” If it does, keep it.”

Marie Kondo, The Life-Changing 
Magic of Tidying Up: The Japanese Art 
of Decluttering and Organizing

By SANDI MILLER
WARRANDYTE Library were part 
of the Whitehorse Manningham 
Library’s annual Summer Reading 
Club (SRC) event, encouraging 
children and young adults to engage 
in reading over the summer months. 

The annual event has been a part 
of the Whitehorse Manningham 
Libraries summer program for 
several years. 

Each year the event is themed, and 
this year’s theme was about sport 
and competition. 

The entrants were required to 
complete three activities.
• Read 10 books.
•  Download and read one e-book.
•  Write a small review of their 

local library.
Participants were also able take 

part in several online competitions 

via the SRC website, where they 
could write book reviews, blogs, 
short stories and other book related 
competitions.

Winners of this year’s event were 
Emily Litchfield and Kiera Edmonds.

Emily won first prize, an Osmo 
Co ding Kit,  and Kiera won a 
Readings book voucher to the value 
of $30

Well done girls.

Warrandyte Library announces summer reading champions
Emily Litchfield Kiera Edmonds



MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC
A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning 

muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!
Suite 3, 35-37 Drysdale Road, Warrandyte  9844 5495

Checkout our reviews on Facebook

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

At Lavrin & Lawrence Orthodontics, our husband and wife Specialist Orthodontists look forward to providing 
your family with personalised orthodontic care.

Children, teens and adults welcome
Traditional braces, Invisalign and Invisalign for Teens

9846 3811   
Templestowe & Melbourne     
www.lavrinortho.com.au

No referral necessary

14 Warrandyte Diary MARCH 2018

Words by JO FRENCH
Photos by BILL McAULEY 
THE 18TH ANNUAL Pottery Expo was 
held on the Warrandyte riverbank on 
the weekend of February 24–25, with 
an extensive list of almost 60 exhibiting 
potters, local music, wheel throwing 
demonstrations and workshops on offer.

Local studio potter, and event organiser, 
Jane Annois, was pleased with the turnout 
and the success of the Expo.

“We were lucky with lots of visitors, even 
though there was rain on Saturday,” said 
Jane, “and Sunday was fabulous, it was 
perfect.”

“The potters were happy, which is 
important too, with good sales and a few 
commissions and orders.”

And although it’s a lot of work, Jane says 
she wasn’t alone.

 “A team of lovely volunteers helped make 
it a success.”

From the warm welcome I received as 
I entered, to each interaction with stall 
holders, I was instantly engaged with the 
creativity around me.

Local and intrastate potters, with guests 
from Tasmania and France, had certainly 
put on a sensory show of colour and 
natural aesthetics.

Marina Pribaz, a ceramicist from the 
Daylesford region and joint winner of the 
Innovative New Ceramics Award (INCA) 
summed it up nicely.

“Everyone is so individual; we all work 
with clay but it expresses in so many ways,” 
she said.

‘Cups to Go’ was my first stop, where a 
collection of cups and mugs from many of 
the exhibiting potters were available for 
sale, with the idea that you would purchase 
a handmade cup that took your fancy and 
then head over to the nearby coffee van 
for a fill. 

Diane Williams, a potter from Central 
Victoria and a volunteer on the stall said, 

“It’s a really good idea. 
“It collects the diverse range of works 

from the potters in one place, and you get 
to enjoy your coffee in a beautiful mug.”

So I took my time choosing and then 
walked the stalls sipping coffee, keeping 
an eye out for the maker of my new mug 
while I chatted with some of the potters. 

Exhibiting for their fourth year, Ali 
Duckworth and Karen Goldsmith make 
up the Clay Sisters in Croydon.

They enjoy coming to the Expo to connect 
with other potters as well as visitors.

“It’s lovely to catch up with other potters 
that you only see once a year,” said Ali.

“Pottery can be a solitary life and I think 
it’s important to have these kinds of things, 
to see what everyone is doing and connect.”

Josephine Cassar, from Montmorency, 
mentioned the importance of being part 
of a group of potters.

“We meet twice a week and have become 
a small community.

“I go for the company and to share ideas, 
we have a communal meal and chat and 
talk pots.”

Other exhibitors also mentioned the 
value of the network created by the Expo, 
saying how they appreciated coming back 
each year, catching up with people, and 
that the relationships built over the Expo 
are integral to their work.

Two awards are presented each year 
at the Expo, and this year’s judges were 
visiting ceramicists, Nanna Bayer and 
Bronwyn Clarke from Tasmania.  

The Michael Hallam INCA award for 
innovative new ceramics, presented by 
the Warrandyte Riverside Market, was 
awarded to joint winners Marina Pribaz 
and Minna Graham, and the Lions Club 
award for the best stand was presented to 
Kim Haughie.

All three ceramicists are from the 
Daylesford region and have been exhibiting 
at the Pottery Expo for several years.

Kim Haughie said winning the award was 
a beautiful surprise.

“It’s a bit exciting,” she said with a big 
smile.

Kim’s work as a potter started over 10 
years ago, but she says it all started much 
further back.

“I think it was seeded in my childhood. 
“I spent hours in the sandpit, and then 

later, as I got into gardening, it went from 
there.”

Kim has a dam on her rural property and 
said: “Digging down deep I found clay; it’s 
lovely using the clay from my own property 
— my surroundings and my environment 
influence my work”.

Minna Graham, has been coming to the 
Expo for seven years and says that being a 
joint winner of the INCA is really affirming.

“I spend so much time on my own, at 
least eight hours a day just sitting in my 
studio, on my own, doing my thing, making 
my thing.

 “You come here and you are surrounded 
by your peers and you really get some 
fantastic feedback.  

“It makes you feel you are on the right 
track.

“This weekend is bolstering for me; it just 
makes me keep going.

“It’s the reset button for me every year.” 
Jane Annois also likes discovering and 

supporting new musicians for the event 
and was very pleased with this year’s 
line-up.

“They were all good quality, local 
musicians, and there was a good feel about 
the place all weekend,” said Jane.

Wandering around, it was hard not to 
stop and listen to the music, and a nice 
patch of grass made the invitation to sit 
awhile even more appealing.

Nearby was the Manningham Arts Centre 
and Clayworks stall, where children, and 
a few adults, were deeply engrossed in 
painting and etching clay squares.

These terracotta squares will be returning 
to the community in a few months as a 
permanent piece of art for the community 
to enjoy.

Further along I came across French 
ceramicist, Jean Marc Plantier, who 20 
years ago was part of the original idea 
to bring the Marche de Potiers (Potters 
Markets) of France to Warrandyte.

Jean Marc has been attending the Pottery 
Expo since it began in 2001 and clearly 
loves the river and the surroundings, and 
what has become of their idea.

“It’s a wonderful place,” said Jean Marc, 
“I like coming, and I will come again and 
again.”

Of course you will Jean Marc, for without 
you and Jane, we would not have such a 
glorious event.

Next year, Jean Marc will return with five 
other French potters, and as more and 
more local potters are applying to be part 
of the Expo, Jane says we can expect an 
even greater variety in the work.

Thank you Jane and Jean Marc, for you 
have brought something beautiful to our 
place.

Where potters come out to play:       Warrandyte Pottery expo turns 18

The rain didn’t spoil the 
enthusiasm of the crowd

Kids pottery class
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Where potters come out to play:       Warrandyte Pottery expo turns 18

Saxophonist Ricky Ozimo entertains the crowd

Pottery by Ann-Maree Gentile

13 year old Bregji meets Bessie 
the ceramic canine

Face-painter Charlotte takes 
a coffee break 



www.warrandyteriversidemarket.com.au

Just the thought of  
everything fresh...mmm

Upcoming markets  
Saturday 7th April and  
Saturday 5th May
Market hours are 8am-1pm.

EXCELLENT COMMUNITY SERVICE

Should you wish to become a part of the Lions, 

joining them in giving back to our local community, 

you can contact the Lions President Jenni Dean 

0401 963 583

During January, disadvantaged children enjoyed adventure camping at the 
Lions facility at Licola in Gippsland. Four young Lions from Warrandyte 
volunteered to attend as leaders, and performed their roles magnificently. 
Thanks to Damon Moorfoot, Hayley Wilson-Rowell, Tylar Madison and Jeremy 
Alford (seen here with Lions member Hendy O'Toole, centre) for their excellent 
community service.
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THE GEOLOGICAL history of the 
present day course of the Yarra starts 
about 800,000 years ago. 

Volcanic eruptions in the Great 
Dividing Range spewed molten lava 
down into the northern and western 
areas of Melbourne and blocked the 
course of the Yarra through there.

The flat areas in the northern and 
western suburbs are therefore these 
lava plains.

With these lava flows filling up the 
drainage systems to the north and 
east of Melbourne, huge inland lakes 
developed around Whittlesea and 
Yarra Glen.

Gradually, the Plenty River wore 
its way south along the eastern edge 
of the lava flow, thereby creating the 
Plenty Gorge.

At the same time the Yarra gradually 
wore the Warrandyte Gorge to join the 
Plenty at Bulleen, the site of another 
inland lake.

The final course of the Yarra was then 
worn through the Kew Gorge around 
the southern end of the lava flow.

Until about 8000 years ago before the 
sea levels rose, the Bay area was dry.

The Yarra flowed south through what 
is now Port Phillip Heads, then west 
across the Tasmanian land bridge, 
rising seas after the inter-glacial period 
then began filling the Bay to its present 
level.

The fascinating part of all this is how 
the Wurundjeri story on the creation 
of the Yarra has so accurately reflected 
this geological process.

Rather than having a Dreamtime 
story of the creation of the river by 
the movement across the landscape 
of a giant Snake Creator Spirit, the 
creation of the river is attributed to two 
Ancestor Heroes.

In other words, it is a record of 

the living memory of the geological 
process that had been witnessed over 
the period of human occupation, 
which probably exceeds 100,000 years.

The Ancestor Heroes Barwool and 
Yan-Yin each decided to free their land 
from the great waters. 

Yan-Yin began digging a channel 
south with his stone axe to free Morang 
from water and in doing so created the 
Plenty Gorge.

At the same time Barwool started 
digging a channel east to free Moorool 
from water and in doing so created the 
Warrandyte Gorge.

When they met at Bulleen each had 

been unaware of the other’s work, and 
decided to join forces, but first they 
had a rest, this is why Bulleen means 
‘resting place’.

Barwool and Yan-Yin then began 
their work again and wore out many 
stone axes before they finally cut the 
Kew Gorge through to Jillong, which 
was the name of the plains to the south 
of Melbourne. 

All the water from Morang, Moorool 
and Bulleen then poured out and 
made a great lake called Narm, now 
known at Port Phillip Bay.

It is astounding how close this story 
is to the actual geological processes 

involved, but it is something by which 
I am no longer surprised.

Many of the Dreamtime stories 
I have read are compatible with 
scientific theories such as the Big Bang, 
geophysics and evolution.

Rather than dismissing the stories as 
primitive folk tales, all you have to do 
is look deeper into them.

There is only one more story to relate 
about the history of the Yarra, and 
that is how it actually got its present 
day name.

The Wurundjeri name for the river is 
Birrarung, which means ‘River of Mists’.

However, the river actually got its 

present name courtesy of John Helder 
Wedge, the surveyor who belonged to 
John Batman’s Port Phillip Syndicate.

After Batman came to Melbourne 
in early June 1835 and met with the 
Wurundjeri, he returned to Tasmania, 
leaving the rest of his party camped at 
Indented Head, now Geelong.

This included five of the seven Sydney 
Blacks who had accompanied him to 
Port Phillip as guides and interpreters.

In August 1835 Wedge came from 
Tasmania to do some survey work and 
was dropped off at Indented Head.

After some survey work there, the 
Sydney Blacks then rowed him to 
Melbourne in a whale boat.

They made their way five miles 
up from the mouth of the Yarra 
at Hobson’s Bay to the site where 
Melbourne now stands.

As they approached the falls between 
present day Queen Street and William 
Street, the Sydney men exclaimed 
‘Yarra! Yarra!’ 

This meant ‘waterfall’ in their Sydney 
language.

Wedge however thought they were 
saying it was the name of the river.

It was only when they were returning 
to Indented Head by foot that Wedge 
realised his error. 

On reaching the ford on the Werribee 
River, his guides again exclaimed 
‘Yarra’.

Wedge duly noted his mistake, but it 
was too late.

The river’s name had now been 
irrevocably changed from Birrarung 
to Yarra. 

Unfortunately, there are still many 
official histories of the Yarra recycling 
the mistaken belief that the men 
with Wedge were Wurundjeri and 
that ‘Yarra’ was a Woiwurung word 
meaning ‘ever flowing’.

It is however just a myth.

The geological history of the Yarra River
By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories

Merri Creek Plenty Ranges, Charles Troedel
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By CHERIE MOSELEN
TOP-NOTCH musical acts have always 
been a proud feature of Warrandyte 
Festival and this year’s Main Stage line-
up is no different.

One such musician, among several 
who promise the goods on Saturday 
evening, is folk singer Riley Pearce.

Winner of a WA Music Song of the 
Year Award, Riley has had his songs 
featured on Qantas flights, Triple J and 
the US hit TV show Shadowhunters.

Pearce’s honest brand of song 
writing has led to some impressive 
accomplishments for the 24-year old 
— most notably, the success of his song 
Brave, which has clocked up over seven 
million plays on Spotify alone.

Now based in Perth, the once local 
alt-folk artist remembers Warrandyte 
Festival with fond humour.

“I used to go to the festival when I was 
a kid, because we lived on Drysdale 
Road,” Riley Pearce told the Diary.

“I remember photos of me dressed 
as a koala on a float full of Australian 
animals — no one will ever see that 
photo!”  

With a voice reminiscent of the Bruce 
Springsteen solo era, there is a wise and 
nostalgic timbre to his songs.

Describing his own music as “break 
up songs for couples on a date… or 
vice versa”, Pearce’s love of reflective 
songs leaves listeners in a pensive, yet 
enjoyable frame of mind.

Given the talented singer-songwriter 
has a new EP coming out later this 
year and will be “off to the UK and 
Europe for six months in April for shows 
and writing”, Warrandyte Festival is 
fortunate to have his distinctive voice 
as part of its mix.

Audiences can catch Riley Pearce 
on the Main Stage on Saturday 17 
March at 6pm.

Festival favourite sons The Scrims 
are back with their authentic, “rootsy” 
brand of bluegrass and swing.

Featuring banjo, two guitars, violin, 
double bass and stomp-box, The Scrims 
play at a bombastic pace combining 
their voices in order to form a rollicking, 
billycart ride of a sound.

The band’s bio describes touring as 
a musical safari spent “busking and 

performing in almost every location 
possible, up  and down the coast of 
Australia”.

With notable gigs such as Woodford 
Folk Festival, Newstead Folk Fest, Falls 
Festival, a packed residency at The 
Workers Club and performances as part 
of the Melbourne Fringe and Comedy 
Festivals (with cabaret show Highs, Lies 
and Shoestring Fries), the fun-loving 
musicians are a perfect fit for laid-back, 
yet enthusiastic festivalgoers.

“We love playing at Warrandyte 
Festival because it’s where we played 
our first ever  gig,” said The Scrims 
violinist Matt Sheers. 

“We got a call the night before the 
festival several years back to say a band 
had pulled out and could we play on the 
Riverbank Stage.

“We stayed up late practicing our set 
and played on stage together for the first 
time on the banks of the Yarra.

“Before that we had only been busking 
at the  market each month, so it was 
exciting to get a proper gig!”

Matt Sheers told the Diary the talented 
lads had “lots of fun gigs coming up and 
we will be touring up the coast with 
some new singles soon”.

“We have been playing heaps of new 
songs, some from our album released 
last year, Sing To Me Sweet Sunny One, 
and some brand new  babies that we 
have started this year,” he said. 

“We can’t wait to play them at 
Warrandyte Festival, to all our family 
and friends who have been there 
to support us over the years!”

Another boon for music lovers is the 
return of dynamic indie-folk six-piece 
band, Mango Retreat.

According to its bio, the band met 
throughout high school and university, 
taking inspiration for song writing from 
a variety of genres. 

Mango Retreat delivers “strong 
rhythmic songs blended seamlessly 
with pop melodies and sprinkled with 

a strong folk influence”.
L ead guitar ist  and banjo and 

mandolin player, Rana Morgan, spoke 
to the Diary about how “stoked” they 
are to be playing the Main Stage.

“Warrandyte Festival has fostered 
a wonderful, community-centred 
environment that is welcoming to all 
creative types. 

“Playing there and seeing how 
everyone engages with the bands 
and the music is always an amazing 
experience.”

Rana added that the festival would 
be “one of the few times audiences 
would be able to catch Mango Retreat 
this year”.

“We’re planning on sitting down, 
writing some new songs and recording 
a new EP to release next year,” she said.

See Mango Retreat on the Main 
Stage at 8pm, Saturday 17 March, 
followed by closing sensation, The 
Scrims, at 9pm.

Sunday’s Main Stage presence is just 
as solid.

Not to be missed are Smith & Jones 
(on stage at 3.30pm), a duo from 
Bathurst who combine an indefinable 
mix of original country, folk and jazz 
to bring a unique emotive power to 
their songs.

Recent winners of St Kilda Festival’s 
New Music Stage Competition, The 
Northern Folk bring their diverse 
sound to the Main Stage at 6.30pm.

Hailing from Albury, but now based 
in Melbourne, this collective of ten 
“musical ambitionists” features “two 
powerful vocalists, roaring horns, 
bashful bass and addictive percussion”.

Together, they deliver a unique brand 
of folk/pop/stomp/rock.

Sounds like organisers are hitting the 
high notes when it comes to choosing 
musical acts for festival weekend.

In a word: Buzzworthy.

See over for the full programme.

Music makes the festival

WARRANDYTE FESTIVAL 
2018 Guide

Riley Pearce

The Northern Folk

Mango Retreat

The Scrims

Greg Champion 
(Coodabeen Champions) 

to MC Main Stage

For more of what’s on at 
Warrandyte Festival 
go to the website:  
www.warrandytefestival.org
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34th Warrandyte Art Show Gala 
Opening presented by the Rotary Club 
of Warrandyte Donvale. Over 500 paintings 
on display from local and interstate artists.  
Time: 7.00pm  Location:  Warrandyte 
Community Church, 57 Yarra Street.
Cost: $20 inclusive of refreshments, food 
and festivities (tickets at the door). 

16 to 18 March 2018 
www.warrandytefestival.org

Thank you to our Major Sponsors:

MAIN STAGE: 
Upper Reserve – 6.00pm – 10.00pm 
Battle of the Bands Featuring local 
bands and talented young people in an 
epic battle that rocks the stage.  
All ages. Free admission.  
Soft drinks and water available for purchase.  
This is a drug, smoke & alcohol free event.

Warrandyte Festival Grand Parade   
11am – 12pm  Yarra Street  
(from Mitchell Ave to Stiggant St).
Don’t miss Warrandyte Festival’s iconic 
procession! Home-grown and high-spirited, 
the festival street parade features local school 
children, community groups, sports clubs, 
vintage cars, CFA trucks and fabulous floats. 
This year’s celebration is inspired by the theme 
‘Streets of our Town’. Commentary provided at:   

•  The Community Centre    
•  The Grand, Warrandyte  
•  East of Forbes Street 
•  Stiggants Reserve    

Registration and marshalling information 
available at www.warrandytefestival.org 
Enquiries: parade@warrandytefestival.org

Please note that Ringwood-Warrandyte Rd/Yarra St 
(between Falconer Rd and Harris Gully Rd 

roundabout) will be closed to traffic from approximately 
10.30am until noon Saturday 17 March 2018.

St. Stephen’s Anglican Church Service  
10.00am
Location: St Stephen’s Anglican Church, 
5 Stiggant Street (opposite the festival 
reserve). Family service. All welcome. 

Warrandyte Community Church 
Service  10.00am  
Location: Relaxed festival Church Service 
in The Lounge, featuring Knut Winkler, 
downhill from the Community Church, 
Lower Riverbank. 

Historical Gold Mine Tour   
2.00pm – 3.30pm
Location: Meet at 104 Webb St.
Info: Since 1978, the Hanson family has 
been shining a light on the history and 
workings of an 1850s gold mine.    
Registration: Not required.  
Enquiries: 9844 3906   

Warrandyte Festival Annual Duck Race  
2.30pm  Location: Yarra River.  
Info: Over 1000 yellow plastic ducks 
launched at the bottom of Police St. 
Race ends at the bottom of Stiggant St.
Registrations: $3. Ducks available at the 
Information Caravan during Festival 
weekend. Ducks may be decorated 
(please ensure no decorations can fall off). 

Polyglot Theatre’s ‘ANTS’
Sat. & Sun. 11.30am, 12.30pm, 2.00pm, 3.00pm
Ants is an interactive roving performance 
which has giant Ants bringing children 
together in a gentle and unusual landscaping 
project. Location: Manningham Council 
Tent, Upper Reserve near Scouts’ Water Slide.

Static Information Displays   
Sat. 8.30am – 5.00pm / Sun. 8.30am – 4.00pm 
Location: Lower Riverbank.  
Discover a range of opportunities available 
through local groups and service providers. 

Camel Rides   (times subject to change).

Sat. 8.30am – 5.00pm / Sun. 8.30am – 4.00pm 
Location: Camel rides depart from the  
bottom of Police Street.   
Cost: Charges apply.

Art and Craft Market  
Sat. 9.00am – 4.00pm / Sun. 9.30am – 4.30pm
Info: Home-grown & hand-made products 
and services from talented local artisans 
Location: Upper Reserve.

Canoeing  
Saturday & Sunday 10.30pm – 3.00pm   
Info: Climb on board PaddleHub’s easy to 
paddle, sit-on-top kayaks. Canoeing Victoria’s 
qualified coaches and instructors offer 
supervised family fun on the water for all 
ages. Hourly sessions. Equipment supplied.   
Location: See the Canoeing Victoria banner 
on the Lower Riverbank. 
Cost: Charges apply.

Kid’s Art and Craft Activities  
Saturday & Sunday 12.00pm – 4.00pm   
Info: This is a great opportunity for 
some ‘quiet time’ as kids explore their 
creative side. Cost: Free 
Location: The Top Tent, Upper Reserve. 

Scouts’ Giant Water Slide  
Sat. 12.00am – 5.00pm / Sun. 12.00pm – 4.00pm 
Location:  Upper Reserve, between 
Main Stage & Stiggant Sreet. 
Info: You can never have too much fun 
slooshing down the giant water slide. BYO 
bathers and towel, change tent available. 
Cost: Charges apply.

Radio Eastern FM 98.1  
broadcasting live from the Festival
Location: Lower Riverbank, adjacent to the 
Rotunda near the The Lounge.

34th Art Show presented by the  
Rotary Club of Warrandyte Donvale
Location: Warrandyte  
Community Church, 57 Yarra St.
Sat. 9.00am – 8.30pm / Sun. 10.00am – 4.00pm
Info: This is the largest art show in north-east 
Melbourne, featuring 500 local and interstate 
artists. Cost: $5 Tickets at door.

Warrandyte Historical Society Museum
Sat. 10.00am – 5.00pm / Sun. 12.00am – 5.00pm
Location: 111 Yarra Street. 
Info: Hosting a special festival exhibit called 
Naming Rites during the festival weekend.  
Cost: Free.

RIVERBANK STAGE:   
Lower Riverbank

12.00pm  
Uptown Brown

12.45pm  
Sergei & Svetlana

1.30pm  
King River Rising

2.30pm  
Sideglance

3.30pm  
Back Pocket

Silent Disco  
7.00pm – 9.00pm
Put on some 
headphones 
and dance like 
nobody’s watching! 
Three streams 
of simultaneous 
music make for 
choreographed chaos.  
Fun for all ages!

ThE LoUNGE:  Downhill from  
the Community Church
11.40am Templestowe College 
   Jazz Band (Senior)
12.20pm Watercolour 
   (Alternative Rock Band)
1.10pm The Disgruntled 
   Architects (Gypsy, Jazz 
   and dance music)
2.00pm St Helena Stage Band 
   (Senior & Intermediate)
3.00pm The Fruity Tooties 
   (Jazz Ensemble)
3.50pm The Rabble 
   (Jazzy Funk Ensemble)

MAIN STAGE:  Upper Reserve 
11.30am Mia Hamilton
12.30pm New Savages
1.30pm The Humbuckin’ Pickups
2.30pm The Hot Springs
3.30pm Smith & Jones
4.30pm Aleyce Simmonds 
5.30pm Skyscraper Stan Duo
6.30pm The Northern Folk
7.30pm Voodoo Surf Gods

ThE LoUNGE:   
Downhill from the Community Church 
The Dreaming Space
12.00pm Circus play
1.00pm Ruby Ray & The Funky  

 Monkey Family
2.30pm Magic show
3.30pm Story telling

RIVERBANK STAGE:  
Lower Riverbank
9.30am Pet Parade
11.15am Wildlife Exposure
11.50am African Star (with workshop)
12.40pm Tombolo
1.40pm Frowny Dads
2.40pm Sarah Valentine

Billy Cart Derby 8.30am  
Location: Police Street
Register 8.30am – 9.15am  
Racing begins at 9.30am 
Info: Ages 8 – 15, plus a race  
for the parents. Lots of great prizes  
and trophies for participants.

Registration: Billycarts must meet 
strict safety criteria. Registration forms 
available at www.warrandytefestival.org  
or call 0418 357 282.   Enquiries: 
contact@warrandytefestival.org

Family Bike Ride  8.30am
Location: Marshall at    
Warrandyte Netball Courts, 
Taroona Avenue (opposite IGA). 

Info: Families are welcome to enjoy a 
ride through Warrandyte, taking in the 
Festival precinct and Black Flat. Riders 
must provide their own safety equipment 
and children younger than 15 must be 
accompanied by a responsible adult.  
Registration: Free. Hand in the 
completed registration forms to officials 
on the day. Enquiries: 
bikeride@warrandytefestival.org

Dog Show and Pet Parade  9.30am
Location: Riverbank Stage, 
Lower Riverbank.
Info: Can your dog do tricks? Is your cat 
the fluffiest cat in Warrandyte? Do you 
have a friendly sheep? All pets are 
welcome to join in the fun (must be safe 
to the public and under owner’s control at 
all times). This event is proudly hosted by 
Warrandyte High School.

Registration: Free, at the event

Kids’ Market  10.30am – 12.30pm
Location: Upper Reserve, by Main Stage
Info: Warrandyte youngsters are a 
talented bunch – and the Kids’ Market  
showcases their home-made and hand-
made creations. Lots of yummy food, art 
and goodies to make your day.

Nature’s Playground  12pm – 2pm
Location: Upper Reserve downhill 
from the playground.

Info: Nature’s Playground is a creative 
play space directed by local Art Therapist 
Tania Virgona. This provides an 
opportunity for children to collectively 
create unique artistic installations such as 
nests, sculptures & cubby houses using 
only natural materials. Cost: Free

Jellybean Races  1.15pm
Location: Upper Reserve, adjacent to 
Information Caravan.

Info: Younger kids are invited to test their 
mettle balancing a jellybean on a wooden 
spoon. Everyone is a winner in this fun 
set of races. Registration: Free

Warrandyte Festival Online:
www.warrandytefestival.org 
www.facebook.com/ 
warrandytefestival   
contact@warrandytefestival.org 

The Warrandyte Festival is a No SMoKING  
event across the entire Reserve, ALL wEEKEND. 

Sunday 18 March – Events Sunday 18 March – Events All Weekend Events Services & AmenitiesSaturday 17 March

Friday Night 16 March 

Warrandyte Film Feast – 
The Lounge from 6pm
The Warrandyte Film Feast 
makes its much-anticipated 
return to The Lounge on the 
Lower Riverbank of Stiggants 
Reserve. At least 18 short 
films from different genres 
will be screened, including 
award-winning filmmaker 
Matt Miram’s Deep Sea Fishing and several 
locally made films, Children of Ignorance, 
Dragon Blood and Simon among others. 
MC for the evening is Australian actor 
Daniel Schepisi. LimiTEd PLACES!
Live music with food and drink  
available to purchase from 6.00pm.  
Films commence at 8.00pm.  
Intermission at 9.00pm followed by 
the remaining films and awards.  
NOTE: Films are not classified  
and some content may offend.
Tickets:  $15 per person.   
Book online:  trybooking.com/TPDU

MAIN STAGE:   
Upper Reserve
12.00pm Official Festival Opening. 

Welcome to Country with Wurundjeri Elder, 
Uncle Ian Hunter. Introduction of 2018 
Festival monarchs and local councillors. 
Announcement of Grand Parade winners.

12.15pm Warrandyte Primary School
1.00pm Anderson’s Creek  

 Primary School 
1.30pm Academy of Dance Victoria
2.00pm Wonga Park Primary School
2.30pm Park Orchards Primary School
3.00pm Warrandyte High School
3.30pm Street Dance Studios
5.15pm REiKA
6.00pm Riley Pearce
7.00pm Creature Fear
8.00pm Mango Retreat
9.00pm The Scrims

First Aid: Lower Riverbank near the 
Stiggant Street car park (refer to map in 

festival programme). First aid is provided by 
St John Ambulance.

Festival Feasting: A wide range of food 
and drinks to suit every taste. Available 

all weekend (including Saturday & Sunday 
evenings in Upper Reserve only).

Parking: Please note that during the 
Festival, street parking is free but may 

be limited in the streets surrounding 
Stiggants Reserve. Permit parking areas 
strictly reserved for permit holders only. 
Permits must be displayed at all times. 

Information Caravan:  Upper Reserve. 
The Info Caravan will be manned by 

Festival Volunteers all weekend. Come and 
say hello, buy a duck, look for lost property, 
ask a question or most importantly purchase 
your copy of Best One Ever book celebrating 
40 years of Warrandyte Festival. 
Please approach our roaming volunteers 
wearing red festival t-shirts if you have 
any questions or suggestions.

ATM:  The closest ATMs to Stiggants 
Reserve are Yarra Street (just up from 

The Grand, Warrandyte) or in iGA at 
Goldfields Shopping Centre (Warrandyte Rd).

Accessibility:   
On-site features & facilities include:

 Reserved accessible parking;
 Drop-off zones;
 Accessible unisex toilets;
 Access pathway in Upper Reserve 

(adjacent to Info Caravan);
 A sheltered viewing area;
 A wheelchair recharge facility  

(a 240 volt power outlet);
 A volunteer staffed Information Van.

Download your Warrandyte Festival 
Access Guide:   
www.warrandytefestival.org/location/
accessibility   
Please refer to the map (in the festival 
programme) and our website for further 
details or at the Information Caravan.

Details correct at time of printing. We reserve the right 
to change times and advertised content. E&OE.

Warrandyte Festival is supported by Manningham City Council’s 
Community Grant Program

Warrandyte Festival 2018

34th Warrandyte Art Show Gala 
Opening presented by the Rotary Club 
of Warrandyte Donvale. Over 500 paintings 
on display from local and interstate artists.  
Time: 7.00pm  Location:  Warrandyte 
Community Church, 57 Yarra Street.
Cost: $20 inclusive of refreshments, food 
and festivities (tickets at the door). 

16 to 18 March 2018 
www.warrandytefestival.org

Thank you to our Major Sponsors:

MAIN STAGE: 
Upper Reserve – 6.00pm – 10.00pm 
Battle of the Bands Featuring local 
bands and talented young people in an 
epic battle that rocks the stage.  
All ages. Free admission.  
Soft drinks and water available for purchase.  
This is a drug, smoke & alcohol free event.

Warrandyte Festival Grand Parade   
11am – 12pm  Yarra Street  
(from Mitchell Ave to Stiggant St).
Don’t miss Warrandyte Festival’s iconic 
procession! Home-grown and high-spirited, 
the festival street parade features local school 
children, community groups, sports clubs, 
vintage cars, CFA trucks and fabulous floats. 
This year’s celebration is inspired by the theme 
‘Streets of our Town’. Commentary provided at:   

•  The Community Centre    
•  The Grand, Warrandyte  
•  East of Forbes Street 
•  Stiggants Reserve    

Registration and marshalling information 
available at www.warrandytefestival.org 
Enquiries: parade@warrandytefestival.org

Please note that Ringwood-Warrandyte Rd/Yarra St 
(between Falconer Rd and Harris Gully Rd 

roundabout) will be closed to traffic from approximately 
10.30am until noon Saturday 17 March 2018.

St. Stephen’s Anglican Church Service  
10.00am
Location: St Stephen’s Anglican Church, 
5 Stiggant Street (opposite the festival 
reserve). Family service. All welcome. 

Warrandyte Community Church 
Service  10.00am  
Location: Relaxed festival Church Service 
in The Lounge, featuring Knut Winkler, 
downhill from the Community Church, 
Lower Riverbank. 

Historical Gold Mine Tour   
2.00pm – 3.30pm
Location: Meet at 104 Webb St.
Info: Since 1978, the Hanson family has 
been shining a light on the history and 
workings of an 1850s gold mine.    
Registration: Not required.  
Enquiries: 9844 3906   

Warrandyte Festival Annual Duck Race  
2.30pm  Location: Yarra River.  
Info: Over 1000 yellow plastic ducks 
launched at the bottom of Police St. 
Race ends at the bottom of Stiggant St.
Registrations: $3. Ducks available at the 
Information Caravan during Festival 
weekend. Ducks may be decorated 
(please ensure no decorations can fall off). 

Polyglot Theatre’s ‘ANTS’
Sat. & Sun. 11.30am, 12.30pm, 2.00pm, 3.00pm
Ants is an interactive roving performance 
which has giant Ants bringing children 
together in a gentle and unusual landscaping 
project. Location: Manningham Council 
Tent, Upper Reserve near Scouts’ Water Slide.

Static Information Displays   
Sat. 8.30am – 5.00pm / Sun. 8.30am – 4.00pm 
Location: Lower Riverbank.  
Discover a range of opportunities available 
through local groups and service providers. 

Camel Rides   (times subject to change).

Sat. 8.30am – 5.00pm / Sun. 8.30am – 4.00pm 
Location: Camel rides depart from the  
bottom of Police Street.   
Cost: Charges apply.

Art and Craft Market  
Sat. 9.00am – 4.00pm / Sun. 9.30am – 4.30pm
Info: Home-grown & hand-made products 
and services from talented local artisans 
Location: Upper Reserve.

Canoeing  
Saturday & Sunday 10.30pm – 3.00pm   
Info: Climb on board PaddleHub’s easy to 
paddle, sit-on-top kayaks. Canoeing Victoria’s 
qualified coaches and instructors offer 
supervised family fun on the water for all 
ages. Hourly sessions. Equipment supplied.   
Location: See the Canoeing Victoria banner 
on the Lower Riverbank. 
Cost: Charges apply.

Kid’s Art and Craft Activities  
Saturday & Sunday 12.00pm – 4.00pm   
Info: This is a great opportunity for 
some ‘quiet time’ as kids explore their 
creative side. Cost: Free 
Location: The Top Tent, Upper Reserve. 

Scouts’ Giant Water Slide  
Sat. 12.00am – 5.00pm / Sun. 12.00pm – 4.00pm 
Location:  Upper Reserve, between 
Main Stage & Stiggant Sreet. 
Info: You can never have too much fun 
slooshing down the giant water slide. BYO 
bathers and towel, change tent available. 
Cost: Charges apply.

Radio Eastern FM 98.1  
broadcasting live from the Festival
Location: Lower Riverbank, adjacent to the 
Rotunda near the The Lounge.

34th Art Show presented by the  
Rotary Club of Warrandyte Donvale
Location: Warrandyte  
Community Church, 57 Yarra St.
Sat. 9.00am – 8.30pm / Sun. 10.00am – 4.00pm
Info: This is the largest art show in north-east 
Melbourne, featuring 500 local and interstate 
artists. Cost: $5 Tickets at door.

Warrandyte Historical Society Museum
Sat. 10.00am – 5.00pm / Sun. 12.00am – 5.00pm
Location: 111 Yarra Street. 
Info: Hosting a special festival exhibit called 
Naming Rites during the festival weekend.  
Cost: Free.

RIVERBANK STAGE:   
Lower Riverbank

12.00pm  
Uptown Brown

12.45pm  
Sergei & Svetlana

1.30pm  
King River Rising

2.30pm  
Sideglance

3.30pm  
Back Pocket

Silent Disco  
7.00pm – 9.00pm
Put on some 
headphones 
and dance like 
nobody’s watching! 
Three streams 
of simultaneous 
music make for 
choreographed chaos.  
Fun for all ages!

ThE LoUNGE:  Downhill from  
the Community Church
11.40am Templestowe College 
   Jazz Band (Senior)
12.20pm Watercolour 
   (Alternative Rock Band)
1.10pm The Disgruntled 
   Architects (Gypsy, Jazz 
   and dance music)
2.00pm St Helena Stage Band 
   (Senior & Intermediate)
3.00pm The Fruity Tooties 
   (Jazz Ensemble)
3.50pm The Rabble 
   (Jazzy Funk Ensemble)

MAIN STAGE:  Upper Reserve 
11.30am Mia Hamilton
12.30pm New Savages
1.30pm The Humbuckin’ Pickups
2.30pm The Hot Springs
3.30pm Smith & Jones
4.30pm Aleyce Simmonds 
5.30pm Skyscraper Stan Duo
6.30pm The Northern Folk
7.30pm Voodoo Surf Gods

ThE LoUNGE:   
Downhill from the Community Church 
The Dreaming Space
12.00pm Circus play
1.00pm Ruby Ray & The Funky  

 Monkey Family
2.30pm Magic show
3.30pm Story telling

RIVERBANK STAGE:  
Lower Riverbank
9.30am Pet Parade
11.15am Wildlife Exposure
11.50am African Star (with workshop)
12.40pm Tombolo
1.40pm Frowny Dads
2.40pm Sarah Valentine

Billy Cart Derby 8.30am  
Location: Police Street
Register 8.30am – 9.15am  
Racing begins at 9.30am 
Info: Ages 8 – 15, plus a race  
for the parents. Lots of great prizes  
and trophies for participants.

Registration: Billycarts must meet 
strict safety criteria. Registration forms 
available at www.warrandytefestival.org  
or call 0418 357 282.   Enquiries: 
contact@warrandytefestival.org

Family Bike Ride  8.30am
Location: Marshall at    
Warrandyte Netball Courts, 
Taroona Avenue (opposite IGA). 

Info: Families are welcome to enjoy a 
ride through Warrandyte, taking in the 
Festival precinct and Black Flat. Riders 
must provide their own safety equipment 
and children younger than 15 must be 
accompanied by a responsible adult.  
Registration: Free. Hand in the 
completed registration forms to officials 
on the day. Enquiries: 
bikeride@warrandytefestival.org

Dog Show and Pet Parade  9.30am
Location: Riverbank Stage, 
Lower Riverbank.
Info: Can your dog do tricks? Is your cat 
the fluffiest cat in Warrandyte? Do you 
have a friendly sheep? All pets are 
welcome to join in the fun (must be safe 
to the public and under owner’s control at 
all times). This event is proudly hosted by 
Warrandyte High School.

Registration: Free, at the event

Kids’ Market  10.30am – 12.30pm
Location: Upper Reserve, by Main Stage
Info: Warrandyte youngsters are a 
talented bunch – and the Kids’ Market  
showcases their home-made and hand-
made creations. Lots of yummy food, art 
and goodies to make your day.

Nature’s Playground  12pm – 2pm
Location: Upper Reserve downhill 
from the playground.

Info: Nature’s Playground is a creative 
play space directed by local Art Therapist 
Tania Virgona. This provides an 
opportunity for children to collectively 
create unique artistic installations such as 
nests, sculptures & cubby houses using 
only natural materials. Cost: Free

Jellybean Races  1.15pm
Location: Upper Reserve, adjacent to 
Information Caravan.

Info: Younger kids are invited to test their 
mettle balancing a jellybean on a wooden 
spoon. Everyone is a winner in this fun 
set of races. Registration: Free

Warrandyte Festival Online:
www.warrandytefestival.org 
www.facebook.com/ 
warrandytefestival   
contact@warrandytefestival.org 

The Warrandyte Festival is a No SMoKING  
event across the entire Reserve, ALL wEEKEND. 

Sunday 18 March – Events Sunday 18 March – Events All Weekend Events Services & AmenitiesSaturday 17 March

Friday Night 16 March 

Warrandyte Film Feast – 
The Lounge from 6pm
The Warrandyte Film Feast 
makes its much-anticipated 
return to The Lounge on the 
Lower Riverbank of Stiggants 
Reserve. At least 18 short 
films from different genres 
will be screened, including 
award-winning filmmaker 
Matt Miram’s Deep Sea Fishing and several 
locally made films, Children of Ignorance, 
Dragon Blood and Simon among others. 
MC for the evening is Australian actor 
Daniel Schepisi. LimiTEd PLACES!
Live music with food and drink  
available to purchase from 6.00pm.  
Films commence at 8.00pm.  
Intermission at 9.00pm followed by 
the remaining films and awards.  
NOTE: Films are not classified  
and some content may offend.
Tickets:  $15 per person.   
Book online:  trybooking.com/TPDU

MAIN STAGE:   
Upper Reserve
12.00pm Official Festival Opening. 

Welcome to Country with Wurundjeri Elder, 
Uncle Ian Hunter. Introduction of 2018 
Festival monarchs and local councillors. 
Announcement of Grand Parade winners.

12.15pm Warrandyte Primary School
1.00pm Anderson’s Creek  

 Primary School 
1.30pm Academy of Dance Victoria
2.00pm Wonga Park Primary School
2.30pm Park Orchards Primary School
3.00pm Warrandyte High School
3.30pm Street Dance Studios
5.15pm REiKA
6.00pm Riley Pearce
7.00pm Creature Fear
8.00pm Mango Retreat
9.00pm The Scrims

First Aid: Lower Riverbank near the 
Stiggant Street car park (refer to map in 

festival programme). First aid is provided by 
St John Ambulance.

Festival Feasting: A wide range of food 
and drinks to suit every taste. Available 

all weekend (including Saturday & Sunday 
evenings in Upper Reserve only).

Parking: Please note that during the 
Festival, street parking is free but may 

be limited in the streets surrounding 
Stiggants Reserve. Permit parking areas 
strictly reserved for permit holders only. 
Permits must be displayed at all times. 

Information Caravan:  Upper Reserve. 
The Info Caravan will be manned by 

Festival Volunteers all weekend. Come and 
say hello, buy a duck, look for lost property, 
ask a question or most importantly purchase 
your copy of Best One Ever book celebrating 
40 years of Warrandyte Festival. 
Please approach our roaming volunteers 
wearing red festival t-shirts if you have 
any questions or suggestions.

ATM:  The closest ATMs to Stiggants 
Reserve are Yarra Street (just up from 

The Grand, Warrandyte) or in iGA at 
Goldfields Shopping Centre (Warrandyte Rd).

Accessibility:   
On-site features & facilities include:

 Reserved accessible parking;
 Drop-off zones;
 Accessible unisex toilets;
 Access pathway in Upper Reserve 

(adjacent to Info Caravan);
 A sheltered viewing area;
 A wheelchair recharge facility  

(a 240 volt power outlet);
 A volunteer staffed Information Van.

Download your Warrandyte Festival 
Access Guide:   
www.warrandytefestival.org/location/
accessibility   
Please refer to the map (in the festival 
programme) and our website for further 
details or at the Information Caravan.

Details correct at time of printing. We reserve the right 
to change times and advertised content. E&OE.

Warrandyte Festival is supported by Manningham City Council’s 
Community Grant Program

Warrandyte Festival 2018
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34th Warrandyte Art Show Gala 
Opening presented by the Rotary Club 
of Warrandyte Donvale. Over 500 paintings 
on display from local and interstate artists.  
Time: 7.00pm  Location:  Warrandyte 
Community Church, 57 Yarra Street.
Cost: $20 inclusive of refreshments, food 
and festivities (tickets at the door). 

16 to 18 March 2018 
www.warrandytefestival.org

Thank you to our Major Sponsors:

MAIN STAGE: 
Upper Reserve – 6.00pm – 10.00pm 
Battle of the Bands Featuring local 
bands and talented young people in an 
epic battle that rocks the stage.  
All ages. Free admission.  
Soft drinks and water available for purchase.  
This is a drug, smoke & alcohol free event.

Warrandyte Festival Grand Parade   
11am – 12pm  Yarra Street  
(from Mitchell Ave to Stiggant St).
Don’t miss Warrandyte Festival’s iconic 
procession! Home-grown and high-spirited, 
the festival street parade features local school 
children, community groups, sports clubs, 
vintage cars, CFA trucks and fabulous floats. 
This year’s celebration is inspired by the theme 
‘Streets of our Town’. Commentary provided at:   

•  The Community Centre    
•  The Grand, Warrandyte  
•  East of Forbes Street 
•  Stiggants Reserve    

Registration and marshalling information 
available at www.warrandytefestival.org 
Enquiries: parade@warrandytefestival.org

Please note that Ringwood-Warrandyte Rd/Yarra St 
(between Falconer Rd and Harris Gully Rd 

roundabout) will be closed to traffic from approximately 
10.30am until noon Saturday 17 March 2018.

St. Stephen’s Anglican Church Service  
10.00am
Location: St Stephen’s Anglican Church, 
5 Stiggant Street (opposite the festival 
reserve). Family service. All welcome. 

Warrandyte Community Church 
Service  10.00am  
Location: Relaxed festival Church Service 
in The Lounge, featuring Knut Winkler, 
downhill from the Community Church, 
Lower Riverbank. 

Historical Gold Mine Tour   
2.00pm – 3.30pm
Location: Meet at 104 Webb St.
Info: Since 1978, the Hanson family has 
been shining a light on the history and 
workings of an 1850s gold mine.    
Registration: Not required.  
Enquiries: 9844 3906   

Warrandyte Festival Annual Duck Race  
2.30pm  Location: Yarra River.  
Info: Over 1000 yellow plastic ducks 
launched at the bottom of Police St. 
Race ends at the bottom of Stiggant St.
Registrations: $3. Ducks available at the 
Information Caravan during Festival 
weekend. Ducks may be decorated 
(please ensure no decorations can fall off). 

Polyglot Theatre’s ‘ANTS’
Sat. & Sun. 11.30am, 12.30pm, 2.00pm, 3.00pm
Ants is an interactive roving performance 
which has giant Ants bringing children 
together in a gentle and unusual landscaping 
project. Location: Manningham Council 
Tent, Upper Reserve near Scouts’ Water Slide.

Static Information Displays   
Sat. 8.30am – 5.00pm / Sun. 8.30am – 4.00pm 
Location: Lower Riverbank.  
Discover a range of opportunities available 
through local groups and service providers. 

Camel Rides   (times subject to change).

Sat. 8.30am – 5.00pm / Sun. 8.30am – 4.00pm 
Location: Camel rides depart from the  
bottom of Police Street.   
Cost: Charges apply.

Art and Craft Market  
Sat. 9.00am – 4.00pm / Sun. 9.30am – 4.30pm
Info: Home-grown & hand-made products 
and services from talented local artisans 
Location: Upper Reserve.

Canoeing  
Saturday & Sunday 10.30pm – 3.00pm   
Info: Climb on board PaddleHub’s easy to 
paddle, sit-on-top kayaks. Canoeing Victoria’s 
qualified coaches and instructors offer 
supervised family fun on the water for all 
ages. Hourly sessions. Equipment supplied.   
Location: See the Canoeing Victoria banner 
on the Lower Riverbank. 
Cost: Charges apply.

Kid’s Art and Craft Activities  
Saturday & Sunday 12.00pm – 4.00pm   
Info: This is a great opportunity for 
some ‘quiet time’ as kids explore their 
creative side. Cost: Free 
Location: The Top Tent, Upper Reserve. 

Scouts’ Giant Water Slide  
Sat. 12.00am – 5.00pm / Sun. 12.00pm – 4.00pm 
Location:  Upper Reserve, between 
Main Stage & Stiggant Sreet. 
Info: You can never have too much fun 
slooshing down the giant water slide. BYO 
bathers and towel, change tent available. 
Cost: Charges apply.

Radio Eastern FM 98.1  
broadcasting live from the Festival
Location: Lower Riverbank, adjacent to the 
Rotunda near the The Lounge.

34th Art Show presented by the  
Rotary Club of Warrandyte Donvale
Location: Warrandyte  
Community Church, 57 Yarra St.
Sat. 9.00am – 8.30pm / Sun. 10.00am – 4.00pm
Info: This is the largest art show in north-east 
Melbourne, featuring 500 local and interstate 
artists. Cost: $5 Tickets at door.

Warrandyte Historical Society Museum
Sat. 10.00am – 5.00pm / Sun. 12.00am – 5.00pm
Location: 111 Yarra Street. 
Info: Hosting a special festival exhibit called 
Naming Rites during the festival weekend.  
Cost: Free.

RIVERBANK STAGE:   
Lower Riverbank

12.00pm  
Uptown Brown

12.45pm  
Sergei & Svetlana

1.30pm  
King River Rising

2.30pm  
Sideglance

3.30pm  
Back Pocket

Silent Disco  
7.00pm – 9.00pm
Put on some 
headphones 
and dance like 
nobody’s watching! 
Three streams 
of simultaneous 
music make for 
choreographed chaos.  
Fun for all ages!

ThE LoUNGE:  Downhill from  
the Community Church
11.40am Templestowe College 
   Jazz Band (Senior)
12.20pm Watercolour 
   (Alternative Rock Band)
1.10pm The Disgruntled 
   Architects (Gypsy, Jazz 
   and dance music)
2.00pm St Helena Stage Band 
   (Senior & Intermediate)
3.00pm The Fruity Tooties 
   (Jazz Ensemble)
3.50pm The Rabble 
   (Jazzy Funk Ensemble)

MAIN STAGE:  Upper Reserve 
11.30am Mia Hamilton
12.30pm New Savages
1.30pm The Humbuckin’ Pickups
2.30pm The Hot Springs
3.30pm Smith & Jones
4.30pm Aleyce Simmonds 
5.30pm Skyscraper Stan Duo
6.30pm The Northern Folk
7.30pm Voodoo Surf Gods

ThE LoUNGE:   
Downhill from the Community Church 
The Dreaming Space
12.00pm Circus play
1.00pm Ruby Ray & The Funky  

 Monkey Family
2.30pm Magic show
3.30pm Story telling

RIVERBANK STAGE:  
Lower Riverbank
9.30am Pet Parade
11.15am Wildlife Exposure
11.50am African Star (with workshop)
12.40pm Tombolo
1.40pm Frowny Dads
2.40pm Sarah Valentine

Billy Cart Derby 8.30am  
Location: Police Street
Register 8.30am – 9.15am  
Racing begins at 9.30am 
Info: Ages 8 – 15, plus a race  
for the parents. Lots of great prizes  
and trophies for participants.

Registration: Billycarts must meet 
strict safety criteria. Registration forms 
available at www.warrandytefestival.org  
or call 0418 357 282.   Enquiries: 
contact@warrandytefestival.org

Family Bike Ride  8.30am
Location: Marshall at    
Warrandyte Netball Courts, 
Taroona Avenue (opposite IGA). 

Info: Families are welcome to enjoy a 
ride through Warrandyte, taking in the 
Festival precinct and Black Flat. Riders 
must provide their own safety equipment 
and children younger than 15 must be 
accompanied by a responsible adult.  
Registration: Free. Hand in the 
completed registration forms to officials 
on the day. Enquiries: 
bikeride@warrandytefestival.org

Dog Show and Pet Parade  9.30am
Location: Riverbank Stage, 
Lower Riverbank.
Info: Can your dog do tricks? Is your cat 
the fluffiest cat in Warrandyte? Do you 
have a friendly sheep? All pets are 
welcome to join in the fun (must be safe 
to the public and under owner’s control at 
all times). This event is proudly hosted by 
Warrandyte High School.

Registration: Free, at the event

Kids’ Market  10.30am – 12.30pm
Location: Upper Reserve, by Main Stage
Info: Warrandyte youngsters are a 
talented bunch – and the Kids’ Market  
showcases their home-made and hand-
made creations. Lots of yummy food, art 
and goodies to make your day.

Nature’s Playground  12pm – 2pm
Location: Upper Reserve downhill 
from the playground.

Info: Nature’s Playground is a creative 
play space directed by local Art Therapist 
Tania Virgona. This provides an 
opportunity for children to collectively 
create unique artistic installations such as 
nests, sculptures & cubby houses using 
only natural materials. Cost: Free

Jellybean Races  1.15pm
Location: Upper Reserve, adjacent to 
Information Caravan.

Info: Younger kids are invited to test their 
mettle balancing a jellybean on a wooden 
spoon. Everyone is a winner in this fun 
set of races. Registration: Free

Warrandyte Festival Online:
www.warrandytefestival.org 
www.facebook.com/ 
warrandytefestival   
contact@warrandytefestival.org 

The Warrandyte Festival is a No SMoKING  
event across the entire Reserve, ALL wEEKEND. 

Sunday 18 March – Events Sunday 18 March – Events All Weekend Events Services & AmenitiesSaturday 17 March

Friday Night 16 March 

Warrandyte Film Feast – 
The Lounge from 6pm
The Warrandyte Film Feast 
makes its much-anticipated 
return to The Lounge on the 
Lower Riverbank of Stiggants 
Reserve. At least 18 short 
films from different genres 
will be screened, including 
award-winning filmmaker 
Matt Miram’s Deep Sea Fishing and several 
locally made films, Children of Ignorance, 
Dragon Blood and Simon among others. 
MC for the evening is Australian actor 
Daniel Schepisi. LimiTEd PLACES!
Live music with food and drink  
available to purchase from 6.00pm.  
Films commence at 8.00pm.  
Intermission at 9.00pm followed by 
the remaining films and awards.  
NOTE: Films are not classified  
and some content may offend.
Tickets:  $15 per person.   
Book online:  trybooking.com/TPDU

MAIN STAGE:   
Upper Reserve
12.00pm Official Festival Opening. 

Welcome to Country with Wurundjeri Elder, 
Uncle Ian Hunter. Introduction of 2018 
Festival monarchs and local councillors. 
Announcement of Grand Parade winners.

12.15pm Warrandyte Primary School
1.00pm Anderson’s Creek  

 Primary School 
1.30pm Academy of Dance Victoria
2.00pm Wonga Park Primary School
2.30pm Park Orchards Primary School
3.00pm Warrandyte High School
3.30pm Street Dance Studios
5.15pm REiKA
6.00pm Riley Pearce
7.00pm Creature Fear
8.00pm Mango Retreat
9.00pm The Scrims

First Aid: Lower Riverbank near the 
Stiggant Street car park (refer to map in 

festival programme). First aid is provided by 
St John Ambulance.

Festival Feasting: A wide range of food 
and drinks to suit every taste. Available 

all weekend (including Saturday & Sunday 
evenings in Upper Reserve only).

Parking: Please note that during the 
Festival, street parking is free but may 

be limited in the streets surrounding 
Stiggants Reserve. Permit parking areas 
strictly reserved for permit holders only. 
Permits must be displayed at all times. 

Information Caravan:  Upper Reserve. 
The Info Caravan will be manned by 

Festival Volunteers all weekend. Come and 
say hello, buy a duck, look for lost property, 
ask a question or most importantly purchase 
your copy of Best One Ever book celebrating 
40 years of Warrandyte Festival. 
Please approach our roaming volunteers 
wearing red festival t-shirts if you have 
any questions or suggestions.

ATM:  The closest ATMs to Stiggants 
Reserve are Yarra Street (just up from 

The Grand, Warrandyte) or in iGA at 
Goldfields Shopping Centre (Warrandyte Rd).

Accessibility:   
On-site features & facilities include:

 Reserved accessible parking;
 Drop-off zones;
 Accessible unisex toilets;
 Access pathway in Upper Reserve 

(adjacent to Info Caravan);
 A sheltered viewing area;
 A wheelchair recharge facility  

(a 240 volt power outlet);
 A volunteer staffed Information Van.

Download your Warrandyte Festival 
Access Guide:   
www.warrandytefestival.org/location/
accessibility   
Please refer to the map (in the festival 
programme) and our website for further 
details or at the Information Caravan.

Details correct at time of printing. We reserve the right 
to change times and advertised content. E&OE.

Warrandyte Festival is supported by Manningham City Council’s 
Community Grant Program
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34th Warrandyte Art Show Gala 
Opening presented by the Rotary Club 
of Warrandyte Donvale. Over 500 paintings 
on display from local and interstate artists.  
Time: 7.00pm  Location:  Warrandyte 
Community Church, 57 Yarra Street.
Cost: $20 inclusive of refreshments, food 
and festivities (tickets at the door). 

16 to 18 March 2018 
www.warrandytefestival.org

Thank you to our Major Sponsors:

MAIN STAGE: 
Upper Reserve – 6.00pm – 10.00pm 
Battle of the Bands Featuring local 
bands and talented young people in an 
epic battle that rocks the stage.  
All ages. Free admission.  
Soft drinks and water available for purchase.  
This is a drug, smoke & alcohol free event.

Warrandyte Festival Grand Parade   
11am – 12pm  Yarra Street  
(from Mitchell Ave to Stiggant St).
Don’t miss Warrandyte Festival’s iconic 
procession! Home-grown and high-spirited, 
the festival street parade features local school 
children, community groups, sports clubs, 
vintage cars, CFA trucks and fabulous floats. 
This year’s celebration is inspired by the theme 
‘Streets of our Town’. Commentary provided at:   

•  The Community Centre    
•  The Grand, Warrandyte  
•  East of Forbes Street 
•  Stiggants Reserve    

Registration and marshalling information 
available at www.warrandytefestival.org 
Enquiries: parade@warrandytefestival.org

Please note that Ringwood-Warrandyte Rd/Yarra St 
(between Falconer Rd and Harris Gully Rd 

roundabout) will be closed to traffic from approximately 
10.30am until noon Saturday 17 March 2018.

St. Stephen’s Anglican Church Service  
10.00am
Location: St Stephen’s Anglican Church, 
5 Stiggant Street (opposite the festival 
reserve). Family service. All welcome. 

Warrandyte Community Church 
Service  10.00am  
Location: Relaxed festival Church Service 
in The Lounge, featuring Knut Winkler, 
downhill from the Community Church, 
Lower Riverbank. 

Historical Gold Mine Tour   
2.00pm – 3.30pm
Location: Meet at 104 Webb St.
Info: Since 1978, the Hanson family has 
been shining a light on the history and 
workings of an 1850s gold mine.    
Registration: Not required.  
Enquiries: 9844 3906   

Warrandyte Festival Annual Duck Race  
2.30pm  Location: Yarra River.  
Info: Over 1000 yellow plastic ducks 
launched at the bottom of Police St. 
Race ends at the bottom of Stiggant St.
Registrations: $3. Ducks available at the 
Information Caravan during Festival 
weekend. Ducks may be decorated 
(please ensure no decorations can fall off). 

Polyglot Theatre’s ‘ANTS’
Sat. & Sun. 11.30am, 12.30pm, 2.00pm, 3.00pm
Ants is an interactive roving performance 
which has giant Ants bringing children 
together in a gentle and unusual landscaping 
project. Location: Manningham Council 
Tent, Upper Reserve near Scouts’ Water Slide.

Static Information Displays   
Sat. 8.30am – 5.00pm / Sun. 8.30am – 4.00pm 
Location: Lower Riverbank.  
Discover a range of opportunities available 
through local groups and service providers. 

Camel Rides   (times subject to change).

Sat. 8.30am – 5.00pm / Sun. 8.30am – 4.00pm 
Location: Camel rides depart from the  
bottom of Police Street.   
Cost: Charges apply.

Art and Craft Market  
Sat. 9.00am – 4.00pm / Sun. 9.30am – 4.30pm
Info: Home-grown & hand-made products 
and services from talented local artisans 
Location: Upper Reserve.

Canoeing  
Saturday & Sunday 10.30pm – 3.00pm   
Info: Climb on board PaddleHub’s easy to 
paddle, sit-on-top kayaks. Canoeing Victoria’s 
qualified coaches and instructors offer 
supervised family fun on the water for all 
ages. Hourly sessions. Equipment supplied.   
Location: See the Canoeing Victoria banner 
on the Lower Riverbank. 
Cost: Charges apply.

Kid’s Art and Craft Activities  
Saturday & Sunday 12.00pm – 4.00pm   
Info: This is a great opportunity for 
some ‘quiet time’ as kids explore their 
creative side. Cost: Free 
Location: The Top Tent, Upper Reserve. 

Scouts’ Giant Water Slide  
Sat. 12.00am – 5.00pm / Sun. 12.00pm – 4.00pm 
Location:  Upper Reserve, between 
Main Stage & Stiggant Sreet. 
Info: You can never have too much fun 
slooshing down the giant water slide. BYO 
bathers and towel, change tent available. 
Cost: Charges apply.

Radio Eastern FM 98.1  
broadcasting live from the Festival
Location: Lower Riverbank, adjacent to the 
Rotunda near the The Lounge.

34th Art Show presented by the  
Rotary Club of Warrandyte Donvale
Location: Warrandyte  
Community Church, 57 Yarra St.
Sat. 9.00am – 8.30pm / Sun. 10.00am – 4.00pm
Info: This is the largest art show in north-east 
Melbourne, featuring 500 local and interstate 
artists. Cost: $5 Tickets at door.

Warrandyte Historical Society Museum
Sat. 10.00am – 5.00pm / Sun. 12.00am – 5.00pm
Location: 111 Yarra Street. 
Info: Hosting a special festival exhibit called 
Naming Rites during the festival weekend.  
Cost: Free.

RIVERBANK STAGE:   
Lower Riverbank

12.00pm  
Uptown Brown

12.45pm  
Sergei & Svetlana

1.30pm  
King River Rising

2.30pm  
Sideglance

3.30pm  
Back Pocket

Silent Disco  
7.00pm – 9.00pm
Put on some 
headphones 
and dance like 
nobody’s watching! 
Three streams 
of simultaneous 
music make for 
choreographed chaos.  
Fun for all ages!

ThE LoUNGE:  Downhill from  
the Community Church
11.40am Templestowe College 
   Jazz Band (Senior)
12.20pm Watercolour 
   (Alternative Rock Band)
1.10pm The Disgruntled 
   Architects (Gypsy, Jazz 
   and dance music)
2.00pm St Helena Stage Band 
   (Senior & Intermediate)
3.00pm The Fruity Tooties 
   (Jazz Ensemble)
3.50pm The Rabble 
   (Jazzy Funk Ensemble)

MAIN STAGE:  Upper Reserve 
11.30am Mia Hamilton
12.30pm New Savages
1.30pm The Humbuckin’ Pickups
2.30pm The Hot Springs
3.30pm Smith & Jones
4.30pm Aleyce Simmonds 
5.30pm Skyscraper Stan Duo
6.30pm The Northern Folk
7.30pm Voodoo Surf Gods

ThE LoUNGE:   
Downhill from the Community Church 
The Dreaming Space
12.00pm Circus play
1.00pm Ruby Ray & The Funky  

 Monkey Family
2.30pm Magic show
3.30pm Story telling

RIVERBANK STAGE:  
Lower Riverbank
9.30am Pet Parade
11.15am Wildlife Exposure
11.50am African Star (with workshop)
12.40pm Tombolo
1.40pm Frowny Dads
2.40pm Sarah Valentine

Billy Cart Derby 8.30am  
Location: Police Street
Register 8.30am – 9.15am  
Racing begins at 9.30am 
Info: Ages 8 – 15, plus a race  
for the parents. Lots of great prizes  
and trophies for participants.

Registration: Billycarts must meet 
strict safety criteria. Registration forms 
available at www.warrandytefestival.org  
or call 0418 357 282.   Enquiries: 
contact@warrandytefestival.org

Family Bike Ride  8.30am
Location: Marshall at    
Warrandyte Netball Courts, 
Taroona Avenue (opposite IGA). 

Info: Families are welcome to enjoy a 
ride through Warrandyte, taking in the 
Festival precinct and Black Flat. Riders 
must provide their own safety equipment 
and children younger than 15 must be 
accompanied by a responsible adult.  
Registration: Free. Hand in the 
completed registration forms to officials 
on the day. Enquiries: 
bikeride@warrandytefestival.org

Dog Show and Pet Parade  9.30am
Location: Riverbank Stage, 
Lower Riverbank.
Info: Can your dog do tricks? Is your cat 
the fluffiest cat in Warrandyte? Do you 
have a friendly sheep? All pets are 
welcome to join in the fun (must be safe 
to the public and under owner’s control at 
all times). This event is proudly hosted by 
Warrandyte High School.

Registration: Free, at the event

Kids’ Market  10.30am – 12.30pm
Location: Upper Reserve, by Main Stage
Info: Warrandyte youngsters are a 
talented bunch – and the Kids’ Market  
showcases their home-made and hand-
made creations. Lots of yummy food, art 
and goodies to make your day.

Nature’s Playground  12pm – 2pm
Location: Upper Reserve downhill 
from the playground.

Info: Nature’s Playground is a creative 
play space directed by local Art Therapist 
Tania Virgona. This provides an 
opportunity for children to collectively 
create unique artistic installations such as 
nests, sculptures & cubby houses using 
only natural materials. Cost: Free

Jellybean Races  1.15pm
Location: Upper Reserve, adjacent to 
Information Caravan.

Info: Younger kids are invited to test their 
mettle balancing a jellybean on a wooden 
spoon. Everyone is a winner in this fun 
set of races. Registration: Free

Warrandyte Festival Online:
www.warrandytefestival.org 
www.facebook.com/ 
warrandytefestival   
contact@warrandytefestival.org 

The Warrandyte Festival is a No SMoKING  
event across the entire Reserve, ALL wEEKEND. 

Sunday 18 March – Events Sunday 18 March – Events All Weekend Events Services & AmenitiesSaturday 17 March

Friday Night 16 March 

Warrandyte Film Feast – 
The Lounge from 6pm
The Warrandyte Film Feast 
makes its much-anticipated 
return to The Lounge on the 
Lower Riverbank of Stiggants 
Reserve. At least 18 short 
films from different genres 
will be screened, including 
award-winning filmmaker 
Matt Miram’s Deep Sea Fishing and several 
locally made films, Children of Ignorance, 
Dragon Blood and Simon among others. 
MC for the evening is Australian actor 
Daniel Schepisi. LimiTEd PLACES!
Live music with food and drink  
available to purchase from 6.00pm.  
Films commence at 8.00pm.  
Intermission at 9.00pm followed by 
the remaining films and awards.  
NOTE: Films are not classified  
and some content may offend.
Tickets:  $15 per person.   
Book online:  trybooking.com/TPDU

MAIN STAGE:   
Upper Reserve
12.00pm Official Festival Opening. 

Welcome to Country with Wurundjeri Elder, 
Uncle Ian Hunter. Introduction of 2018 
Festival monarchs and local councillors. 
Announcement of Grand Parade winners.

12.15pm Warrandyte Primary School
1.00pm Anderson’s Creek  

 Primary School 
1.30pm Academy of Dance Victoria
2.00pm Wonga Park Primary School
2.30pm Park Orchards Primary School
3.00pm Warrandyte High School
3.30pm Street Dance Studios
5.15pm REiKA
6.00pm Riley Pearce
7.00pm Creature Fear
8.00pm Mango Retreat
9.00pm The Scrims

First Aid: Lower Riverbank near the 
Stiggant Street car park (refer to map in 

festival programme). First aid is provided by 
St John Ambulance.

Festival Feasting: A wide range of food 
and drinks to suit every taste. Available 

all weekend (including Saturday & Sunday 
evenings in Upper Reserve only).

Parking: Please note that during the 
Festival, street parking is free but may 

be limited in the streets surrounding 
Stiggants Reserve. Permit parking areas 
strictly reserved for permit holders only. 
Permits must be displayed at all times. 

Information Caravan:  Upper Reserve. 
The Info Caravan will be manned by 

Festival Volunteers all weekend. Come and 
say hello, buy a duck, look for lost property, 
ask a question or most importantly purchase 
your copy of Best One Ever book celebrating 
40 years of Warrandyte Festival. 
Please approach our roaming volunteers 
wearing red festival t-shirts if you have 
any questions or suggestions.

ATM:  The closest ATMs to Stiggants 
Reserve are Yarra Street (just up from 

The Grand, Warrandyte) or in iGA at 
Goldfields Shopping Centre (Warrandyte Rd).

Accessibility:   
On-site features & facilities include:

 Reserved accessible parking;
 Drop-off zones;
 Accessible unisex toilets;
 Access pathway in Upper Reserve 

(adjacent to Info Caravan);
 A sheltered viewing area;
 A wheelchair recharge facility  

(a 240 volt power outlet);
 A volunteer staffed Information Van.

Download your Warrandyte Festival 
Access Guide:   
www.warrandytefestival.org/location/
accessibility   
Please refer to the map (in the festival 
programme) and our website for further 
details or at the Information Caravan.

Details correct at time of printing. We reserve the right 
to change times and advertised content. E&OE.

Warrandyte Festival is supported by Manningham City Council’s 
Community Grant Program

Warrandyte Festival 2018
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Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch has now been part of your community 
for fifteen years and, as promised, we continue to provide more than just 
quality banking services.

As well as creating employment opportunities for local people, we’ve kept 
much needed capital in the community. So far we’ve contributed more than 
$2.8 million in grants and sponsorships to support local projects, groups 
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Our Board and Staff would like to thank our customers and shareholders for 
making our first fifteen years a success.

Drop into your branch at 144 Yarra Street, Warrandyte or phone 
9844 2233 to find out more.

Supporting our local communities.

in the community
Fifteen years

Manningham Council is planning to upgrade 
the Lions Park area of the Warrandyte River 
Reserve from the bridge to Federation Play 
Space. This will include the removal of the 
tennis court. 
The location is one of the area’s most popular parks 
and tourist destinations. We are working with the 
Warrandyte community, seeking feedback on how 
to preserve its naturual environment and enhance its 
recreational opportunities. 

We will be at the Warrandyte Festival. Visit the stand 
and let us know what you would like to see included. 

Saturday 17 March, 9.00am to 3.00pm
Sunday 18 March, 9.00am to 1.00pm 

You can also have your say online from   
Tuesday 13 March. Submissions by 3 April.

 yoursaymanningham.com.au/lions-park

Share your ideas for the 
Lions Park upgrade 

 9840 9333   manningham.vic.gov.au      
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By CHERIE MOSELEN

WHAT BETTER way 
to illuminate the 2018 
Warrandyte Festival theme, 
“Streets of our Town”, than 
by taking a walk down 
memory lane with this 
year’s parade monarchs, 
Mel and Isaac McMullen? 
Married to Peter and 
mother of four sons, (Isaac 
being the youngest) Mel 
McMullen looks back with 
love at the Warrandyte 
she grew up in, shining 
a light on her connection 
to several prominent 
Warrandyte families.

Taking a trip down Yarra 
Street, past the site of the old 

wood mill, cricket club, Trezise Street 
to the Grand Hotel and then a stroll 
over the bridge to ‘Tree Tops’, is to walk 
in the footsteps of my heritage. 

Our Warrandyte roots are unique 
and span over many generations, 
families and recognisable names 
in the community, still to this day, 
including links to the Grand Hotel, 
local churches, the art community, 
cricket club and local business.  

Miss Gwen Reeves, who lived in ‘Tree 
Tops’ which still stands, was my great 
aunt and Isaac’s great, great aunt. 

Gwen, an eccentric lady who lived 
life to the full during her 97 years, 
would often be seen driving up and 
down the hills of Warrandyte in her 
blue Volkswagen Beetle.  

She was a direct relative to the 
Hemsworth family, to John, who was 
affectionately known as Fred. 

My grandfather and my father built 
‘Tree Tops’ on the land that Fred 
owned. 

John (Frederick) and Caroline 
Hemsworth married and had five 
children: William, Dorothea, Frances, 
Alice and Charley. 

My great grandma was Frances 
Hemsworth.

The Hemsworth and Trezise families 
became linked by marriage. 

In 1908, The Grand Hotel was bought 
by Francis Trezise and held by the 
Trezise family until the 1960s.

After the fires of 1939 that greatly 
affected Warrandyte, many family 
members moved out of the area 
because of property loss. 

In the 1962 fires, more homes were 
lost in the Hemsworth and Trezise 
families and more of them moved away 
because of the grief of their loss. 

My great aunt’s home was one of the 
only ones left standing. 

She sat on the roof of her home 
defending it until the remaining fire 
crew pretty much pulled her to safety 
in the back of the last engine over the 
bridge. 

She thought she had lost her home 
but was actually witnessing the loss of 
the Hemsworth homes and those of 
other neighbours.

Gwen was a teacher of the deaf, and 
in her training she saw the potential 
to give deaf children a voice and the 
chance to be heard, (which was not a 
popular thought back in those days). 

Growing up, I heard passion in 
her conversations and the relentless 
retelling of stories about her students 
and theories as how to better their 
lives. 

Her concepts were foreign to 
me, as a youngster, when I had no 
understanding of how a deaf life could 
impact a child’s existence. 

On a hot Christmas Eve in 2002, 
Isaac, my youngest son at seven 
months old, was diagnosed profoundly 
deaf. 

It was a moment that would change 
our lives forever.

All that Gwen had studied and lived 

for would be needed in her own family. 
Her theories, tried and tested, would 

now be implemented on one of her 
own. 

It was a diagnosis that would tie the 
family together in an intriguing way. 

Isaac was implanted with a cochlear 
implant and taught to hear and listen. 

Gwen’s life’s work had come full 
circle. 

T h e  s o u n d s  s h e  a d o r e d  i n 
Warrandyte, different birdcalls, the 
river flowing past her home, all would 
be sounds we would teach Isaac to 
hear. 

Gwen passed away leaving with us 
her voice for the deaf and the gift of 
appreciating sound — and especially 
for appreciating the surroundings we 
live in. 

Today, like my relatives did, we walk 

by the Yarra River with our dogs. 
All of my sons love the Parma at the 

Grand! 
We enjoy coffee at all the wonderful 

cafes in Yarra Street, we shop at IGA, 
go to the vets with our pets. 

We visit the local church, buy local 
produce at Aumanns, purchase gifts 
from the market and attend local 
schools. 

Most importantly, we still hear the 
same sounds my family did all those 
years ago. 

We live in and love these streets of 
Warrandyte — they house the stories 
of my childhood. 

I’m proud to pass down this heritage 
to my children who, today, experience 
all that Warrandyte has to offer and 
who also call these same 
streets ‘home’.

Made in 
Warrandyte



Proudly supporting the community since 2002

       sciatica 

      sports injuries 

     frozen shoulder 

    back & neck pain

  headache & migraines

 jaw pain treatment (TMJ)

Shop 2, 90-92 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte (next to Ruby Tuesdays)

Ph 9844 2465
www.osteopathymelbourne.org

Committed local osteopaths, Dr Richard 

Pearce and Dr Sharni Leon established 

practice in Warrandyte in 2002 with a 

vision to provide patients the highest 

quality of Osteopathic care; treating 

“injuries” as well as maintaining the 

“health and wellness” of the body.

We spend longer with you to 
accurately assess, diagnose and treat 
your condition, resulting in fast and 
effective results.

See our website  

for current specials!

New doctors  
now taking new patients

 
Dr Andrew Perrignon

Dr Libby Rochstein 
Dr Esther Ko 

Dr Paul Proimos
Dr Irina Fast

Dr Ashraf Zakhary

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients
OPEN 

Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm
Saturday – 9am to 12pm

Warrandyte  
Consulting Rooms

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943
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By CHERIE MOSELEN
DELIGHTED by last year’s inaugural 
success, Warrandyte Festival and local 
film company Striking Productions 
have combined to bring festivalgoers 
another evening of cinematic fun.

On Friday March 16, in a relaxed 
setting on the Lower Riverbank at 
Stiggants Reserve, Warrandyte Film 
Feast will present an eclectic mix of 
18 short films from different genres.

Introductor y fi lm Children of 
Ignorance — recent winner of Best 
Dramedy in last month’s LA Shorts 
Awards — tackles themes of racial 
profiling, sexism and social prejudice.

Written, directed and produced by 
Striking Productions’ own Rosalie 
Ridler, the film’s talented cast creates 
an intricate vibe at an end of year work 
party that is full of drunken therapy 

and gossip over Dave’s new mail order 
bride.

Lovers of horror will enjoy the chain-
rattling fight for family safety waged in 
short film, Schatten Schelm.

Two children on a camping trip with 
Mum and Dad unwittingly beckon 
an ancient shadow prankster to their 
campsite while telling scary stories 
around the fire.

The Schatten Schelm feeds on 
people’s shadows, particularly those 
of children.

Scary!
Harbinger by Nigel Pettman, explores 

the unique relationship Australians 
have with bushfire.

Viewers will have their perception 
of fire challenged by this avant-garde 
film, which sees a mysterious stranger 
drawn to the bushland in an ancient 

cycle of destruction and renewal.
Two shorts, written and directed 

by local filmmaker Ryan de Rooy, 
have emerged from Titan Knockout 
Productions:

In Dragon Blood, (a music video 
produced by Christian Petkaris) 
a bride believing the spark in her 
relationship has perished, leaves a 
clue for her husband in the form of 
a cocktail umbrella, in hopes he will 
follow it and reignite the spark.

Simon (produced by Emily Wilkinson 
and Stuart McCaskie) is a tragic story 
about a young, socially isolated boy on 
his 18th birthday, adventuring off to 
the local pub to have a drink alongside 
his best, and only, friend Chris.

As the night dwindles, conflict arises, 
changing their lives forever.

L o c a l  R M I T  s t u d e n t  J e s s i c a 

Matuszczak has written, directed and 
produced a black comedy that looks 
at disability through a comical yet 
thought-provoking lens.

Being in a wheelchair has its benefits.
All Lucas, a paraplegic, and his 

mate Aidan want to do is attend an 
alternative rock concert.

Not anticipating any issues, Lucas 
assumes his buddy will get in free of 
charge.

For those who hold a companion 
card, this is possible.

However, what happens when a staff 
member doesn’t believe his so-called 
‘disability’ is genuine?

Four films have been submitted 
from Scotch College students who 
completed VCE in 2017.

William Fairley’s Notes From The 
Underground  is  a  hand-drawn 
charcoal stop-motion animation set 
in a dystopian society.

Rob  by Patrick Butcher is  an 
interview-style documentary that 
reveals the permanent impact of the 
loss of a promising young footballer 
on his family and friends.

Charley by Jesse Denson brings a 
twist to the end of a strong message 
that explores the issue of animal 
neglect.

In comedic black and white silent 
film The Unspoken Rule by Con Coutis, 
viewers follow a crime investigation to 
its entertaining and surprising finale.

Other features include: Matt Miram’s 
Deep Sea Fishing, which touches on 
themes of relationships and the naked 
truth that in the dating world, some 
people are just using the wrong bait; 
The Artifice, written, directed and 
produced by Matthew Holmes, is a 
terrifying example of what can happen 
when you open your door late at night 
to a child and find everything is not 
as it seems and Genome, a short film 
centred on dance and movement by 
dancer, choreographer and filmmaker 

Loughlan Prior. 
L o u g h l a n ,  o r i g i n a l l y  f r o m 

Warrandyte, has had his works 
presented both nationally  and 
internationally by the Royal New 
Zealand Ballet and the New Zealand 
School of Dance. (Genome has been 
featured in Wellington’s LUX Light 
Festival and was also selected as part 
of the 2017 San Francisco Dance Film 
Festival.)

MC for the evening, Daniel Schepisi, 
is an internationally acclaimed actor 
who has been nominated for Best 
Actor at festivals across the globe 
including New York and Berlin. 

He has been involved with numerous 
Australian feature films, playing lead 
roles in such movies as According to 
Ben Adams and No Two Snowflakes. 

People’s Choice prizes, sponsored 
by Australia Online, Cocoa Moon, 
Altair, The Grand Warrandyte, Palace 
Cinemas and Interiors by Riveresque, 
will be awarded on the night.

With fabulous food and drink 
available to purchase from 6pm and 
live music playing prior to screening 
and during intermission, Warrandyte 
Film Feast promises a great night of 
fresh film experiences.

Note: Please be aware that none of 
the films exhibited have been classified 
in accordance with the Australian 
Classification Board.

Content is varied, uncensored and 
may offend some viewers. 

In general, films shown earlier in 
the evening are considered family-
friendly and as such are unlikely to 
cause offence.

However, organisers recommend 
viewers step out if content is found to 
be disturbing. 

Viewers can arrive from 6pm; the 
first film will be shown at 8pm.

Tickets are $15 and can be booked 
online at: trybooking.com/TPDU

Feast your eyes on this year’s film lineup

Cast and crew of Autocarrot, winners of Film Feast 2017
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Renew your pet registration
Pet registration renewals are due by Tuesday 10 April 
2018. All cats and dogs over the age of three months 
must be microchipped and registered with Council.

Registration renewal forms will be sent to pet owners  
in March. Registration fees can be paid

•  Online:
 nillumbik.vic.gov.au/petrego

•  In person:
 Civic Centre, Civic Drive,  

Greensborough

•  By mail:
 Nillumbik Shire Council
 PO Box 476  

Greensborough VIC 3088

If you are over 50 and have never used the Internet, 
here’s your chance to ‘be connected’ through the 
wonders of technology with the help of our patient 
and experienced volunteer tutors.

Call 9433 3744 to find out more or to book a place.

  livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au

The Nillumbik Artists Open Studios Program has 
grown into a significant arts and cultural event. Now 
in its 30th year, the Program offers a rare glimpse 
into the life of an artist at work in their own studio.

To celebrate this special milestone, the exhibition 
Celebrating 30 Years: Nillumbik Artists Open Studios will 
be held at Montsalvat’s Barn Gallery until Monday 2 April. 
The exhibition features works from 35 artists from the 
current Artists Open Studio program, including Pittards 
Studio, Creek House Studios, Dunmoochin and the 
Baldessin Press & Studio.

The Open Studio Weekend runs on Saturday 5 and 
Sunday 6 May.

  artistsopenstudios.com.au

2020 four-year-old  
preschool applications open
Applications are now open for families planning to send 
their child to four-year-old preschool in 2020. Offers for 
2019 preschool enrolment will commence in July 2018.

For more information visit nillumbik.vic.gov.au/
preschools or contact us on 9433 3161 or at 
preschool@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

in March. Registration fees can be paid

nillumbik.vic.gov.au/petrego

Civic Centre, Civic Drive, 
Greensborough

Nillumbik Shire Council

Greensborough VIC 3088

Entries for the Alan Marshall Short 
Story Award and Ekphrasis Poetry 
Award are now open and close 
Monday 30 April.  

To help entrants prepare their 
2,500 word short story, author 
Sofie Laguna will run an all-day 
character development workshop 
at Living & Learning Eltham on 
Saturday 17 March.

This year’s Ekphrasis Poetry Award 
is inspired by newly acquired 
Baldessin & Friends commemorative 
folio that features works by eight 
celebrated Australian artists.

The artworks will be exhibited at the 
Diamond Valley Library and online. 

FOR INFORMATION AND TO ENTER

  nillumbik.vic.gov.au/arts
  artsinfo@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 
  9433 3126
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“It seems to me that the natural world 
is the greatest source of excitement; the 
greatest source of visual beauty; the 
greatest source of intellectual interest. It 
is the greatest source of so much in life 
that makes life worth living.” 

— David Attenborough

I LOVE THIS time of the year. 
The excitement of what is to come 

next. 
The garden is struggling after the 

effects of a hard summer. 
Water has been scarce this year 

unless you have tank water and enjoy 
lugging around hoses and watering 
cans. 

This year I haven’t watered at all. 
Not through laziness but just as a 

test for the garden to see how it would 
survive, and survive it did. 

Branches have died off, leaves have 
browned and dropped to the ground 
and the roses have bloomed and 
withered in the hot sunshine. 

But there is still green in the garden 
and the leaves are slowly returning. 

The garden shows signs of recovering. 
It is breathing a sigh of relief that we 

have got over the worst of it. 
The fire danger days have come and 

gone and now is the time to make plans 
for the spring garden.

But first the hard work. 
Early in the morning or in the cool 

of the evening everything will need 
cutting back. 

The garden recycle bins will be full. 
Make sure when you trim everything 

you think about whether the clippings 
can be put on the garden bed to be left 
to rot and turn into mulch or whether 
it can be burned off to turn into potash 
for fertilising plants later in the season. 

Larger branches can be cut and 
stacked in preparation for the fires 
inside on the cooler evenings. 

I have just trimmed most things in 
the garden with the hedge trimmer 
and the fine trimmings are easily 

raked back onto the garden, this mulch 
blends so beautifully under the plants. 

I always think that we are over the hot 
weather in Warrandyte in March, but 
more often the Warrandyte Festival, in 
the high 30s is the last hoorah. 

The “visual beauty” in the garden in 
March is the spectacular sunrises and 
sunsets, the turning leaves and bulbs. 

Of course now is when the belladonna 
lilies are out. 

I love how they pop up in the most 
unexpected places, they make me 
smile. 

Warrandyte is an old town and I think 
we have so many here as reminders of 
the homesteads and history of the past. 

Amaryllis belladonna is named after 
the Greek beauty Amaryllis and bella 
donna which means beautiful lady in 
Italian. 

Botanically “belladonna” also means 
poisonous so make sure you keep the 
kids and pets away from them as the 
bulbs and leaves are all poisonous. 

Just a bit of trivia, a belladonna lily 
bulb can last up to 75 years. 

The bulbs are available in packs in 
most nurseries about now but it is 
always nice to share bulbs with friends. 

Make sure you plant them with one 
third of the bulb exposed out of the 
ground. 

This is also the time of the year 
when we spend time in the house 
recovering from the festivities and 
heat of the previous months and get 
“organised” for the winter months 
quickly approaching. 

For me personally sleep avoids me on 
these nights and in the wee hours of the 
morning I am often contemplating the 
garden and life. 

I was reading the other day about 
indoor plants that are actually 
conducive to sleep and it fascinated 
me. 

Thus the “intellectual interest” about 
the natural world.

Sleepless nights can take their toll on 
our energy, productivity, mood and 
overall quality of life. 

Believe me you can see by the bags 
under my eyes!

One way to ensure a better quality of 
sleep is to fill your home with plants 
and beautiful flowers from the garden. 

Not only do they look great and bring 
vitality and life to your living spaces, 
but they can have fantastic relaxing 
and purifying benefits — which in 
turn can promote a healthy sleeping 
pattern.

It’s a good idea to fill your home and 
bedroom with a variety of plants that 
have a calming effect. 

Also poor air quality from pollution, 
odours and moulds can impact our 
breathing, thus making a good night’s 
sleep seem next to impossible.

One easily found plant is the snake 
plant, sansevieria trifasciata, it is one 
of the 10 best air filtering plants for 
the bedroom and is wonderful for 
cleaning out your bedroom’s air both 
day and night. 

While some plants take in oxygen 
during the dark hours, the snake plant 
emits oxygen during the night time, 
making your bedroom’s air fresh and 
clean, naturally.

Another great thing about them is 
they only need watering about once 
a month. 

I have bought one for my son’s room, 
I think it will survive. 

Gardenias, spider plants, aloe 
vera and prayer plants have all great 
qualities for purifying air inside the 
house. 

This is an interesting topic to look 
into. 

But for now: get out there and have 
fun. 

Learn about new life, bugs and the 
seasons. 

The garden so makes “life worth 
living”.

A time for recovery for garden and gardener
By KATHY GARDINER

gardening



Please view website for further information 

www.oakdalefunerals.com.au             24hr contact - 9726 8724
AFFORDABLE LILYDALE CEMETERY CREMATION/CHAPEL PACKAGE
CREMATIONS  –  BURIALS  –   RELIGIOUS SERVICES  -   MEMORIAL SERVICES

PROVIDING CHOICE & EXCELLENCE IN FUNERAL CARE 

We’re growing!!!

We are excited to give a warm welcome to our new Osteopath, 
Dr. Candis Dickson.

Candis has been working in Warrandyte for a number of years 
and doesn’t only treat humans, Candis is also a fully

qualified Equine and Canine Osteopath!

Candis continues to treat horses and dogs but will be treating
humans at The Movement Joint. 

Jump online to book in with Candis, Nikki or Hamish.

1O2 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte    
9844 O556    

themovementjoint.com.au
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BEAUTY AND ART are in the eye of 
the beholder and in Warrandyte this 
month there truly is something for 
everyone.

If you are not a fan of the more 
traditional styles of art which are 
usually on show at the annual 
Rotary Art Show then maybe a trip to 
Riveresque is on the cards.

Local artist Jonathan Gemmell has 
teamed up with Melbourne based 
artist and graphic designer Fern 
Siebler for their Lines to Imagination 
exhibition.

Jonathan was last in the Diary after his 
appearance at the Tokyo International 
Art Fair in May 2017, and between 
then and now, has been dividing his 
time between his landscape gardening 

business, painting, and going for walks 
in the bush, which — like his work on 
display in Tokyo — is often the main 
inspiration of his art.

H i s  p r e s e n c e  a t  t h e  To k y o 
International Art Fair shows his abstract 

paintings do have international appeal, 
but with Warrandyte and the native 
bushland a major inspiration for his 
craft, Jonathan told the Diary it was 
nice to be “back in the local territory 
and exhibiting in my home town”.

Jonathan grew up in the outdoors 
and has spent a lot of time hiking 
around Victoria.

“I got into landscaping for the 
outdoors and then work takes over 
and you forget to enjoy it.”

Nature is one of the great appeals of 
Warrandyte and Jonathan’s abstract 
lines are a simple reminder of how we 
can all get distracted by modern life 
and forget where we are living.

Jonathan met Fern at the RAW Artists 
exhibition in 2017.

Fern explained to the Diary how she 
came to be exhibiting in Warrandyte.

“We chatted online, and through 
Instagram, then he approached me 
and asked if I would like to join him 
for this exhibition.”

Fern was particularly excited about 
the opening as this is only her second 
formal exhibition.

“It has been a really good turnout 
and there are lots of people interested 
in art”.

Painting with alcohol ink on yupo 
paper, she creates images on the 
canvas which look like they have been 
formed in smoke.

“I paint from the heart…a lot of my 
work has a very emotive response, a 
lot of it comes from within… a lot of 
the forms in my painting are inspired 
by natural elements,” she said.

Following the exhibition, Fern has 
a piece travelling up to Queensland 
where she is a finalist in the Art Lovers 
Australia Art Lovers Prize and will have 
one of her pieces on display at the Left 
Bank Gallery in Queensland during the 
Commonwealth Games.

Fern's smoky images and Jonathan’s 
use of colour and lines reflect their 
connection to the bush in our corner of 
Victoria and if you are a fan of abstract 
art, a trip down to Riveresque over the 
next few weeks is well worth it.

The Lines of Imagination exhibition 
opened on March 2 and is on display 
until the end of the month.

2017 MARKED 30 years of Nillumbik 
Artists Open Studios which entailed 
not only an expansive trail of Artist 
Studios to visit but a well curated 
exhibition displaying 30 years of 
local art history.

If you missed the exhibition when 
it was on last year and you cannot 
wait until the next Open Studio in 
May, then a trip to Monsalvat this 
month may be what you are looking 
for as the Barn Gallery hosts the 
Celebrating 30 Years exhibition until 
April 2.

The program was born in the 
hearts of a small tightly-knit artistic 
community who wanted to share 
their artistic endeavors.

It was one of the original open 

studios models, which is now 
replicated across Victoria.

The event, supported by Nillumbik 
Shire Council, invites the public 
into artists’ home-based studios, so 
people can experience art and the 
artistic process first hand.

This leaves lasting connections, 
and inspires both artists and visitors 
alike.

Over the years, Nillumbik Artists 
Open Studios has grown to become 
a major event in the Shire’s annual 
arts’ calendar.

Mayor Peter Clarke said the regular 
event was a highlight in the Shire’s 
thriving arts community. 

“Council is proud to support this 
independent, artist-run initiative,” 

he said.
The Montsalvat exhibition features 

artists who work with metal, glass, 
paint, printmaking, photography, 
fabric, clay, ink and mixed media.

Artists are inspired by native fauna, 
flora, and of course, local residents.

Their work reflects a shared sense 
of identity and place.

It engenders a special feeling of 
belonging.

It celebrates all that makes the 
Green Wedge Shire so special.

The exhibition features works 
from 35 artists from the current 
Artists Open Studio program, 
including Pittards Studio, Creek 
House Studios, Dunmoochin and the 
Baldessin Press Studio.

Second chance to connect with Nillumbik Open Studios

Abstract imagination on show at Riveresque

Ona Henderson and Syd Tunn duet Dusk to Dawn

By JAMES POYNER

review



24 Warrandyte Diary MARCH 2018

Intrepid traveller Debi 
Slinger recently 
travelled the length 
and breadth of South 
America, where one 
of her most inspiring 
stops was a visit to 
the floating islands of 
Lake Titicaca.

When I was younger, I’d watched enough 
documentaries to know that Lake Titicaca was 
synonymous with living a simple life in a hut 
on a floating pile of weed, people dressed in 
colourful clothes and eating fish for breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. 

Forty years on and I finally visited this 
remarkable part of Peru, spending time 
discovering life on the world’s most navigable 
lake and its inhabitants, all at over 3800 metres 
above sea level. 

Taking a ferry from Puno, I sat on the top 
deck with Bolivia to the north and Peru behind 
me watching a thunderstorm brewing on the 
horizon. 

Fortunately, in the two hours it took to reach 
one of the floating islands, it came and went but 
when I did step onto the reeds, it made for an 
unusual sensation. 

The owners of these remarkable islands are 
the Uros Indian whose civilisation is around 
4500 years old. 

They started their unusual floating existence 
centuries ago in an effort to isolate themselves 
from the Incas who imposed on them the 

Quechua language. 
Interestingly, they’ve outlasted their Peruvian 

ancestors. 
As I tried to find my ‘sea legs’, I was greeted 

by Miguel and his extended family of wife, two 
children, brother, sister-in-law and a number of 
blood and marriage related relatives. 

Using an interpreter and props, Miguel 
demonstrated how they create and maintain 
their islands which vary in size but his 
community’s island was approximately 15 x 15 
metres and would last from 20 - 30 years. 

Entirely made from the buoyant totora reeds 
which grow abundantly in the shallows around 
the lake, the construction is simple and clever. 

As the reeds disintegrate from the bottom, they 
regularly add more to the surface, around every 
three months. 

To secure the island, they are anchored with 
ropes attached to sticks driven into the bottom 
of the lake. 

Soft and spongy, it’s an odd feeling standing 
on one of these islands, even though it’s around 
two and a half metres thick. 

The reed is stable and incredibly waterproof 
considering the rainstorm I’d experienced 
during the ferry ride. 

There are no fences and therefore, has its risks. 
When asked if children ever fell off, the answer 

is an immediate: ‘Oh yes.’ 
Nothing more. 
Older children often look after the younger 

ones but there are no bassinets or cots, merely 
a blanket on the reed floor for a baby to sleep 
on covered with a blanket.

Someone’s status on an island is inferred 
by dress: for instance, the colour and size of 
the large pompoms on a woman’s intricate, 
knitted hat instantly signals to everyone in the 
community as to their marital status. 

The brightly coloured clothes and textiles are 
a trademark of their culture.

There are some modern amenities such as 
small water tanks and solar panels (courtesy 
of the Peruvian government), which has saved 
many lives, because now the families don’t have 
to use candles at night. 

While traditional reed boats are tied up to most 

Time out on Titicaca



MARCH 2018 Warrandyte Diary 25

of the floating islands, the men have their own 
fishing boats with oars and engines. 

Most cooking is prepared outside. 
If they don’t have a propane stove, they’ll cook 

over fires placed on stones. 
They fish, raise chickens, ducks and guinea pigs 

for food on the floating islands and barter with 
the mainlanders for other staples such as quinoa 
and potatoes. 

Fishing is their main food and no commercial 
fishing is allowed. 

Violation of this law is four years in prison. 
However, the Uros are permitted to fish for their 

own consumption of around 1 kg of fish per day. 
You can eat the tutora reed (which tastes 

something like cucumber) but food is abundant 
for the families.

Their largest income comes from tourism, which 
has affected their traditional way of life in many 
ways. 

Tourism’s effect is quite blatant, with signs of 
‘welcome’ at the docking side of the island and 
all their handicraft ready to be brought out at a 
moment’s notice which is contrived and somewhat 
disarming. 

In return however, the people open their homes 
and explain how they live on the island. 

I was welcomed into their huts, which are around 
two by three metres, with beds on pallets and thick 
layers of blankets. 

One had a small black and white TV with an old 
rabbit ear antenna on top, possessions are limited 
apart from traditional clothes.

Of course the inevitable question came up. 
What about going to the toilet? 
I tried out the tiny outhouse that serves as a long 

drop toilet for solid waste. 
Not for the faint-hearted.
Despite the visit feeling somewhat artificial and 

a large emphasis on buying their handicrafts, 
it still felt an authentic experience and I would 
recommend it to any traveller.

Before I left, a black cat smooched up my leg and 
a young baby crawled into my lap for a cuddle. 

My childhood memories were intact. 
Not much has changed in forty years.

Colourful 
India

This month I am coming to you from 
India where I am travelling with a bunch 
of sixteen women all marvelling at this 
amazing country.  

On a typical day we stay in a beautiful 
palace hotel, go on safari to sight not one, 
but three tigers in the wild, witness a local 
dentist extracting teeth in the local market 
then off for a spot of tea at the beautiful 
Rambagh Palace Hotel in Jaipur. 

Anything goes here and we are 
embracing it all.

The main purpose of our visit is to attend 
the Holi Festival, held every year in March. 

We are all given a pair of white kurta 
pyjamas and off we head to the local 
temple. 

In a world of terrorism and hatred we 
are humbled to be a part of this day where 
everyone comes together as one and 
simply has fun!  

It is not long before the local lads...and 
ladies cover us in coloured dyes to the 
point where we hardly recognise each 
other.  

There is much dancing and embracing 
culminating in an uproar with the 
appearance of the god Lord Vishnu.

If you are thinking of visiting this 
wonderful country...do it.  

Ideally plan it around a festival to really 
make the most of your time here.  

There are many festivals in India.  
Another highlight is Diwali, the festival 

of light held in November.
Stay well while you are here. 
To avoid the dreaded Delhi Belly, eat 

only fruit you have peeled yourself, drink 
only bottled water, no salads as they may 
have been washed in contaminated water 
— and consider going vegetarian!  

A surgical face mask is a must when out 
and about especially when travelling in 
the traffic by rickshaw! 

And finally a few tips from my fellow 
travellers —  bring sachets of miso soup 
for that late afternoon ‘pick me up’, if you 
don’t want to cart your heavy glasses case 
around use a simple sock.

And pack light — laundry is easy and it 
makes for easier travelling!

Carolyn Allen is Manager of  
Warrandyte Travel & Cruise.  
carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au

Carolyn's 
Travel Tips
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By BRIAN SPURRELL

finance

THIS MONTH’S column should be of 
interest to readers who currently own 
income generating rental properties 
or may be considering investing in a 
rental property.

Recent changes affecting rental 
property travel deductions

Following the passing of the ‘housing 
integrity’ bill as from July 1 2017, 
travel expenses relating to a residential 
investment property will no longer be 
deductible.

This change reflects the ATO’s 
concern that some taxpayers had been 
claiming travel deductions without 
either apportioning the costs or were 
claiming travel costs that were for 
private purposes.

This particularly applied to holiday 
houses which were used by family and 
friends (non-deductible) as well as 
being let or advertised as available for 
rent at arm’s length commercial rentals 
(previously deductible).

The legislation also makes clear that 
travel expenses cannot be added to the 
cost base of a residential rental property 
and is therefore no longer available to 
reduce the amount of any capital gain 
when the property is sold.

The new legislation does not apply to 
commercial rental properties such as 
shops and factories.

Travel and seminar costs incurred 
before you purchase a rental 

property
Travel to inspect a property before 

you buy it and travel to rental property 
investment seminars and related costs 
such as seminar fees have never been 
tax deductible if they focus on how 
to locate and buy a rental property as 
there is no necessary current nexus 
between incurring the expense and the 
generation of assessable income from 
the property.

Recent changes to depreciation 
deductions

A further component of the ‘housing 
tax integrity’ bill limits plant and 
equipment depreciation to expenditure 

actually incurred by the investor and 
not the previous owner thus denying 
a deduction for otherwise depreciable 
assets that came with the property when 
the assets were purchased as part of the 
purchase price.

The measure addresses the past 
practice of effectively double dipping 
by placing a value on the depreciable 
contents included in the purchase price 
(e.g. obtained from a quantity surveyor’s 
valuation report) and subsequently 
depreciating the assets over their 
remaining useful life but also omitting 
to deduct their value from the purchase 
price included in the cost base of the 
property for capital gains tax (CGT) 
purposes.

Whether you are affected or not by the 
new rules will depend upon when the 
assets were purchased.

If you purchased your rental property 
prior to May 9 2017 (when the changes 
were announced in the Federal Budget 
2017), then you are not affected as the 
pre-existing rules will continue to apply 
going forward. 

For rental property owners who 
entered into a contract after May 9 
2017, the new rules will apply and all 
depreciable contents purchased with 
the property cannot be depreciated but 
will form part of the purchase price cost 
base for CGT purposes.

All subsequently acquired depreciable 
plant and equipment (contents) 
will continue to be deductible at the 
prescribed rates.

Investors who buy off the plan or build 
a property for investment purposes 
being the initial owner(s) will be able 
to claim depreciation on all depreciable 
plant and equipment contained in the 
newly built property.

Building construction cost 
deduction

The 2.5% building construction 
cost deduction is unaffected by the 
amending legislation.

This  deduction wr ites  of f  the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t  ( i n c l u d i n g 
subsequent capital improvements) 
and NOT the purchase price of the 

rental property building over a 40 year 
period and is sometimes overlooked as 
previous property owners usually do not 
have this information available to pass 
on to the new purchasers.

If you have not been claiming this 
deduction, that could be a significant 
amount, speak with your accountant 
and suggest engaging the services of a 
Tax Depreciation Quantity Surveyor who 
will be able to establish ATO accepted 
cost estimates for all depreciable assets 
including the construction cost.

Holiday house rental properties
Many readers may own a holiday 

house, so set out below are a number 
of important issues you need to be 
aware of.

Unless your holiday house has been 
your primary residence throughout the 
time you have owned it, there will be a 
CGT event when you sell the property 
which can only be ignored if you owned 
the property prior to September 20 
1985 when the CGT legislation was first 
introduced.

In order to calculate the capital 
gain or loss on sale you will need to 
keep accurate records to enable your 
accountant to correctly calculate the 
capital gain upon sale or transfer to a 
family member.

Cost base records
If you have not already spoken to your 

accountant about records required to 
calculate the CGT upon sale, then you 
should do so now because when the 
time to sell arrives, if you are unable to 
supply these records it is quite possible 
that you will miss out on reducing any 
capital gain by a significant amount 
and or incur considerable costs in 
discovering this information.

Whilst  this  is  not  a  complete 
comprehensive list, your cost base 
records should include the following:

•  Contracts for both purchase and 
sale which should include any value 
placed on chattels.

•  All costs associated with both 
the purchase and sale including 

DIARY Sports Reporter, Mikey di 
Petta is shedding his trademark 
dreadlocks for a good cause.

On March 14, Mikey will be 
shaving his head for World’s 
Greatest Shave, to help raise money 
for individuals and families affected 
by blood cancer.

“I think it’s pretty amazing that 
something as simple as shaving my 
hair can help make a difference in 
people’s lives...I’m aiming to raise 
$5000 for those fighting something 
most of us can’t even imagine 
facing,” he said.

The Grand are getting right  
behind Mikey.

The big shave will happen at 6pm 
in the public bar of the hotel, and 
the pub are donating $2 for every 
chicken parma sold on the night and 
proceeds from their March Friday 
night meat raffles will be added to 
Mikey’s tally.

Mikey is well on his way to 
achieving his goal, but any donation, 
no matter how small, would be 
welcome.

Mikey drops his dreads

Tax tips for rental property owners
agent’s fees, lawyer’s 
fees, stamp duty, 
advertising, costs 
of preparing the 
property for sale, 
borrowing costs etc.

•  Costs of 
improvements such 
as alterations and 
additions to the 
property structure.

•  Interest paid on 
loans over the period 
of ownership.

•  Property ownership 
costs such as 
council rates, water 
rates, land tax, 
insurance premiums, 
body corporate 
charges, repairs 
and maintenance 

etc., over the whole period of 
ownership.

You will also need records of any 
time intervals when the property 
was genuinely available for rental 
at market rates (preferably through 
an estate agent) as any deductible 
expenses that you have claimed for 
tax purposes cannot also be included 
in the cost base in order to avoid 
double counting.

Copies of the rental statement in 
your tax returns for all relevant years 
when rental income was disclosed 
should be retained to ensure the 
above information is available for 
when the property is sold.

After the property is sold you 
are required to keep these records 
supporting the calculation of the 
capital gain/loss for a further five 
years.
Co-ownership of rental properties

If you own a rental property or a 
second property such as a holiday 
house with someone else, you must 
declare rental income and claim 
expenses according to your legal 
ownership of the property.

If you are joint tenants, your legal 
interest will be equally divided 
between the co-owners, but if your 
contract of sale identifies you as 
tenants in common you and the other 
owners may have agreed to differing 
ownership percentages.

These percentages also apply to 
sharing of capital gains or losses.

Also bear in mind that when a 
joint tenant dies the ownership of 
the property reverts to the surviving 
joint tenant(s) and not the deceased’s 
estate,  whereas for tenants in 
common, ownership reverts to the 
estate of the deceased tenant in 
common.
The content of this article is not 
intended to be relied upon as 
professional advice and should not 
be used as such. 
If you have any questions you should 
consult a registered tax agent.
Brian Spurrell FCPA, CTA, Registered 
Tax Agent. 
Director, Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd 
PO Box 143 Warrandyte 3113  
Ph: 0412 011 946
Web: www.ptasaccountants.com.au

my.leukaemiafoundation.
org.au/michaeldipetta



MARCH 2018 Warrandyte Diary 27

Marjorie was born at home in 
Ivanhoe on October 27 1927, 
second child to Eva and Walter 
Pizzey.

She attended the local 
primary school then went on 
to MLC in Kew.

As a teenager she loved to 
spend her Saturday’s paddling 
down the Yarra in Ivanhoe with 
best friends Joan and cousin 
Ruth, in their Canadian canoe.

S h e  w e n t  o n  t o  s t u d y 
the Occupational Therapy 
Technicians course at RMIT.

In her spare time Marjorie 
volunteered at the Royal 
Children’s Hospital, and when 
she had a free day, would dress 
up with her friends and go into 
the city to cheer home the 
returning servicemen. 

Whilst visiting her brother 
Ronald in the Heidelberg Repat 
Hospital, she was offered a job 
in the Occupational Therapy 
department and became 
one of the first civilians to be 
employed in the army hospital. 

On her first day Marjorie was 
put in charge of the pottery 
studio, that night she went 
home and cried.

Having grown up in the 
Pizzey Leather family, she 
had her heart set on teaching 
leatherwork.

70 years later she told her 
fellow potters and family that 
she was eternally grateful for 
having been thrown in at the 
deep end, pottery became a 
lifelong passion.

Marjor ie  met  Henr y at 
dancing class  when she 
was 16 and they married on 
April 19, 1950, settling into a 
little weatherboard home in 
Blackburn, where daughters, 
Sally and Amanda were born.

In 1955 they moved to 
Te m p l e s t o w e  w i t h  b a by 
number three, Creina.

They soon became involved 
in the social life of the small 
community, helping build 
the kindergarten, setting up 

the Girl Guides, pony club 
and lending library, creating 
wonderful memories and 
lifelong friends… “the halcyon 
days”.

In the late 1950s Marjorie 
joined a small group of potters 
in their studio in The Old 
Bakery in Warrandyte.

They would venture out to 
North Warrandyte quarry to 
dig their clay, bring it back in 
buckets, clean it, wedge it and 
make their treasured pots.

In 1964 the family moved 
t o  Tu r n e r s  d a i r y  f a r m , 
Westerfolds, in Templestowe; 
a wonderful haven surrounded 
by acres of farmland on the 
Yarra River.

Henry built Marjorie a new 
studio from old fence palings, 
under a peppercorn tree.

Sadly, Westerfolds was sold 
and the family moved to a 
home in East Doncaster on the 
edge of  Tully Orchards, with 
beautiful, uninterrupted views 
of the Dandenongs.

Another studio was created in 
the double garage and Marjorie 
invited her Templestowe 
friends to join her there and 
“pot” once a week.

Soon subdivision threatened, 
an advertisement was spotted 
in The Age classifieds and 
thinking it  sounded l ike 
“Landfall”, where Henry’s 
father had lived in the 1950s 
and 60s, a visit was paid.

And yes, it WAS “Landfall”.
Within a week Marjorie had 

put their home on the market 
and a deposit on the three acre 
property in Warrandyte.

In 1972 they moved in and 
Marjorie and Henry built a 
mud brick studio in the 
beautiful garden. 

It was a perfect setting to 
host the numerous tennis 
parties, weddings, twenty-
firsts and anniversaries, and 
earnt the nickname “Landfall 
Receptions”.

Marjorie continued to work 

with the Warrandyte pottery 
group and she and Henry 
were very active members of 
The Warrandyte Mechanics 
Institute and Arts Association 
(WMIAA), supporting both the 
care of the hall and arts in the 
community.

They were both awarded 
l i f e t i m e  m e m b e r s h i p 
i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r 
contribution.

The Warrandyte potters 
moved from the bakery to a 
studio in the grounds of Potters 
Cottage until 1981 and then 
moved to the old fire station 
adjacent to the Mechanics 
Hall, now named The Marjorie 
Beecham Pottery Studio. 

Marjorie supported Henry’s 
service to Rotary in Altona, and 
then in Eltham.

For 40 years she made small 
pots to present to monthly 
guest speakers.

Like Henr y before her, 
Marjorie was awarded The 
Paul Harris Award for service 
to Rotary.

Henry died in 2000 and 
Marjorie was heartbroken.

Her love of family, friends, 
pottery and trying new things 
kept her going.

S h e  c o n t i n u e d  w i t h 
Templestowe Guild, Eltham 
Probus (a founding member), 
book group and the Late 
Bloomers garden group.

She attended classes and 
was a volunteer tutor at U3A, 
a fr iend of  Warrandyte’s 
Historical Society, and all right 
up until two months before 
she died.

She continued managing the 
WMIAA pottery group with 
passion.

The 22 potters at the studio 
today are more inspired, 
devoted and creative than ever.

M a r j o r i e  n u r t u r e d  a 
therapeutic, fun filled and 
inspired haven for pottery, 
parties, friendships and work 
on community projects.

Between her many activities, 
in the last decade she travelled 
to the outback, the Kimberly 
and set off to China with a 
brand new knee at 83.

She made four trips to Greece 
with family, visiting Crete and 
touring the mainland.

Every year for 42 years, 
Marjorie visited “Rosedale”, 
a cattle station in Central 

Queensland, to spend time with 
Creina and family, she always 
energetically involved herself 
in a major project here.

During a recent visit, although 
unwell, she was thrilled and 
inspired by a trek she and 
Creina made out to Winton to 
“do” the Dinosaur Trail.

B e t w e e n  s u c h  d i v e r s e 
adventures and activities, 

Marjorie was completely 
committed to her 21 decendants 
and their wonderful partners, a 
family of 30.

She created for them an 
amazing tapestry of memories 
to treasure and inspire, for 
which they are forever grateful 
and will love and miss her 
always.

Marie Simmons, aged 57, sadly passed 
away on Friday February 2, 2018.

Marie moved from Darwin in 1996, to 
settle in Warrandyte with her daughters; 
Kelly, Sarah and Zoe.

The girls attended Anderson’s Creek 
Primary School and played in the 
local basketball club all through their 
schooling.

Marie and the girls  loved the 
uniqueness of Warrandyte, the strong 
sense of community and the beautiful 
surrounds. 

The Simmons family have many 
friends in Warrandyte and would like 
to thank them for all their support and 
love during this tragic time. 

Marie was loved by many and will be 
dearly missed by those who knew her.

Marie’s funeral was held in her home 
town of Darwin, but some local families 
got together for a memorial on February 
18, sharing memories and good times 
had together.

obituary

Marie Simmons (nee Trueman)
February 20 1959 – February 2 2018

Marjorie Jean Beecham (nee Pizzey)
October 27 1927– November 15 2017

obituary

Life is darker without you in it. You were taken from us before we got a chance to say goodbye. We are so lost for words right now, but are trying 
to be strong for you. You truly taught us the importance of love, laughter, friends and family. You were our world and we were yours. We will 
carry on this journey and do our damn best to make you proud. We promise to raise our children with the same morals you have instilled in us. 
Together we will stay strong, knowing you are with us every step of the way. Until we can hold you in our arms again.
Love always, your girls.



ELECTRICIAN
 Domestic  
 Commercial
 Industrial and Air-

conditioning Installation and 
Maintenance all areas

bradley curtis

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979

NO JOB TOO SMALL
REC no. 6161

All types of  
glass, glazing,  
mirrors, shower 

screens

WARRANDYTE  
GLASS 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

Committed to caring 
for all family pets

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely in style & comfort. 
Airport  transfer, parties, weddings. 
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6 
passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801.

PORT DOUGLAS By The Beach 
100m 2 Self Contained Units Pool 
spa 2 bed unit & 1 bed with spa 
BBQ area car space. kvanscoy@
tpg.com.au Call 0409 359 240.

PHILLIP ISLAND - Cowes 
Cottage sleeps five, walking 
distance to beach  &  boat  ramp 100 
metres. Pet friendly $650 per week  
Denis 0407 533 342

DIARY MINI ADS

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490  
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L  W O R K  G U A R A N T E E D

Licensed Roof Plumbers

Exercise Classes 50+
Domeney Recreation Centre
Park Road, Park Orchards

9.45am Mon & Wed
Cardio, strength & stretching

All welcome
first class FREE

Call Carol 9848 0016

Want to advertise? 
Contact Briony 

9844 0555 
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Industrial, Commercial, Domestic

DAMIEN NOTT 
0438 537 773

Call Damien for a quote on 0438 537 773, 9844 2287

your say Letters to the Diary including emails must include the writer’s full name, address and phone number, even if not 
intended for publication. Content may be edited for reasons of style, length or legality. editor@warrandytediary.com.au

Dear Diary,
I would like to publicly thank a wonderful local who 

on Sunday evening helped rescue a swimmer in the 
Yarra River.  

Liz Marsh is the type of person who always helps 
others, whether it be as simple as picking up rubbish 
every time she walks or in this instance saving a 
stranger from drowning.  

Liz jumped into the river, performed mouth to 
mouth whilst still in the water and thankfully managed 
to get the swimmer breathing prior to handing him 
over to rescue services.  

Brilliant work Liz.

Celia Blackwood
Weerona Way

River rescuer Liz a hero

Troubled toilets

Dear Diary,
I was in the Library on Saturday, and just managed 

to catch it open before it closed until Tuesday.
I have constantly been wondering why such a 

beautiful and well-resourced space has such limited 
hours.

Many other Libraries provide a refuge during 
hot and cold weather as well providing convenient 
opening times.

I was thinking perhaps more publicity about this 
seemingly under utilised would be great.

Thanks and best wishes,

Robyn Kilpatrick
Warrandyte

Library Hours

Dear Diary,

It was with great interest that my walking group and I 
watched the construction of the new toilet block adjacent to 
the Wood Fired Bakery in Yarra Street Warrandyte.

Eventually the big day came last year and the toilets were 
‘open for business ‘, a great ‘relief’ for the very old and very 
young.

Yesterday at 11 am, I noted that despite the new toilets 
supposedly having been cleaned between 6:30 and 7:00 
22/1/18 and signed off by ‘KF’ they were in a disgusting 
condition with filthy garbage piled high on top of the bins in 
both stalls and on the vanity shelves.

There was also litter on the floors.
I further noted that the sink water tap in the left-hand 

cubicle did not work at all and neither cubicle had liquid 
soap in the dispenser.

I am now informed that these toilets are frequently in this 
neglected and disgusting condition.  

Believing that there must have been some complication 
preventing cleaning work being done, despite KF stating it  
 

had been, I rang Manningham Council and reported this 
matter to a very nice lady who undertook to have it followed 
up.

Today at 4pm, 23/1/18, I inspected the toilets again and 
took the attached photos which showed the very same filthy 
unhygienic state and KF had once again signed that they had 
been cleaned between 6:40 and 7:00.

Obviously, KF has not been doing his/her job and 
seemingly, nor had the council followed up on my reporting 
of this important matter.

As this is an extremely popular recreation and tourist 
precinct which is also close to a children’s play park, this 
disgusting example is a disgrace to our community and an 
example of the Manningham’s low regard for Warrandyte. 

I look forward to seeing appropriate action on this matter 
in the very near future.

Sincerely

Roger Gary, Warrandyte

23/1/2018

Ode to Warrandyte
By KAY SINCLAIR

Wonderful Warrandyte where one can wander at will,
Where the Wallaby grass whispers way up on the hill.
Wallenbergia Star flowers are as blue as the sky,
All weaving so wistfully when the breeze passes by.
The Kangaroo Apples there are out in bloom too, 
Their bright purple flowers stare at me and at you.
(These bush sights provide hours fair, of great joy and delight).

The shops all along the street hang their baskets of red, 
So stop awhile for some treats or get yourself some bread. 
The bakery is wood fired and very old you see.
You can learn about the gold and hear its history.
Or go to the gallery and see all sorts of wares, 
From paintings to pottery made by locals who care.
(The real pictures and scenery are the township itself).

Our river forms the backdrop for everything you see, 
Its water is the lifeblood and provides sanctuary.
We depend on all of this for our bodies and our souls, 
Serendipity awaits us in reflections of old. 
And though its waters are shallow, its beauty runs deep, 
So for the sake of our children its treasures we’ll keep.
(Just to drink natures beauty in, it restoreth our health).

Oh, wonderful Warrandyte, where there is so much to see, 
Where one can be very active or sit quite peacefully 
In quiet contemplation, somewhere one can just be.
It’s the best place here on earth where one can live happily.
If you want to find out more, 
Just come here and explore, 
Or look in the Diary, it’s won so many awards.
(It reflects the community and nature, always respectfully).

Watch next month for full coverage of Liz's heroic 
effort in the Diary's river safety special — Ed



SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
 • Taxation Return Preparation
 • Electronic Lodgement Service
 • Accounting & Business Consultants

Andrew John
Managing Director

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au

w: fourwallspainting.com.au

two birds
and a barrow

0 4 8 8  9 9 4  6 6 9

G A R D E N I N G
specialising in natural Australian gardens

2birdsandabarrow@gmail.com

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS

Time fo
r  

landscaping and 

garden desig
n
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buzz about town

Event:   Film Society — The Music of Strangers:  
Yo Yo Ma & The Silk Ensemble

Place:   Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When:  Friday March 16
Time:   7pm for 7:30pm start
Cost:     2017/18 Membership $50
Info:   www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au or  

admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Event: The Grand Read
Place: The Grand Hotel Warrandyte
 (Upstairs in the Riverview room)
When: Tuesday March 20
Time: 7:30pm
Cost: $20
Info:  Tickets available from Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 

9844 1839 or www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au 
An entertaining and relaxed annual evening of poetry 
and prose from a line-up of local writers, along with guest 
speaker, poet Jessica L. Wilkinson.

Event:  Kellybrook Sunday Sessions featuring Rick Hart Trio 
Place: Kellybrook Winery, Fulford Rd, Wonga Park
When: Sunday March 25 
Time: 1:30pm–4pm
Cost: Free and family friendly
Info:  Enjoy Country/Blues/Rock in the beautiful winery grounds 

Grazing plates plus Mexican food available from Doug’s 
Diner

Event: Yarra Valley View Club 
Place: Chirnside Park Country Club
When: Tuesday March 27
Time: 12pm for lunch
Info:  Guest speaker is Heather Burge enlightening us on 

h e r  b i c y c l e  a d v e n t u r e  f r o m  R u s s i a  t o  Pa r i s .  
Bookings essential  0438 625 556

Event: Film Society — Break of Day —  introduced by Cliff Green
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Friday April 20
Time: 7pm for 7:30pm start
Cost: 2017/2018 Membership $50
Info:  www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au or  

admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Event: Rebuild: pelvic and abdominal strengthening classes
Where: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Thursdays 
Time: 9:30–10:30am
Cost: Earlybird: $133 (pay for term 2 before 9/4); $144
Info:  www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au  

or admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Event:  Nature Play Group
Place:   Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When:  Mondays and Fridays
Time: 10:30am–12pm
Cost:  Earlybird: $81 (pay for term 2 before 9/4); $108
Info:  To register: www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au 

or admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Event:   Photography Workshop
Place:  Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When:   Thurs May 3, 7pm–9pm or Fri May 4, 12:30pm–2:30pm or 

Sat May 12, 2pm–4pm
Cost:  FREE
Info:   Be part of an exciting community art project to create a 

Warrandyte-themed photo-mural. Get tips and tricks to 
capture that special image at one of these free workshops. 
Bookings essential.

  For more information or to register:  
www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au or  
admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Stations of the Cross
Stiggants Reserve
10:30am Good Friday March 30 
The combined churches of 
Warrandyte & Park Orchards 
will be holding Stations of the 
Cross.

Anglican Church
9am Good Friday March 30
10am Easter Sunday April 1
0423 093 967

Catholic Church Warrandyte
3pm Good Friday March 30

Catholic Church  
Park Orchards
7pm Easter Saturday March 31
10:30am Easter Sunday April 1
9876 1509

Community Church
9am Good Friday March 30
10am Easter Sunday April 1
9844 4148

Uniting Church
9am Good Friday March 30
10:15am Easter Sunday April 1
9844 0674.

Easter Services



Reserve your spot now at www.billanook.vic.edu.au
Tel: 9725 5388 - 197 Cardigan Road, Mooroolbark                                   

An Independent, Co-educational School 
in the tradition of the Uniting Church                                                                            
Educating children from  
Early Learning to Year 12

2018 College Tours
Friday 11 May - School at Work Tour

Saturday 16 June - Saturday Morning Tour

Wednesday 1 August - School at Work Tour

Charter Bus from Warrandyte to Billanook daily
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By NIETA MANSER
THERE IS MORE than meets the eye 
to leadership roles being offered to 
students in primary school these days. 

It is no longer about simply wearing 
the badge and showing parents 
around on Open Day.  

Across Victoria more and more 
schools are finding that by building 
a strong, more formal leadership 
program within their school, it not 
only gives students the opportunity 
to develop life skills, but also helps 
to build a culture of co-operation 
between students, teachers and the 
school community. 

This year at Anderson’s Creek 
Primary School, the leaders of the 
2018 Leadership Program have 
already begun to demonstrate their 
skills with practical experiences that 
are designed to truly build a better 
school for the community. 

The students selected this year 
have started the year off with great 
enthusiasm.

Library Captains, Holly Jellis and 
Caitlin Kelly, began looking at ways 
to improve the library on the first day 
of school. 

They then devised a plan to offer 
lunchtime activities. 

By week four they had begun running 
a Free Writing Friday workshop in the 
new Outdoor Learning Shack on 
Friday lunchtimes. 

Run completely on their own 
initiative, the two Grade 6  girls provide 
a quiet space and offer motivation and 
assistance to the younger students to 
free choice write.

“This is truly the spirit of our 
leadership program, students have 
a voice and are given the direction 
needed to implement the ideas they 
have,” says Acting Principal, Sue Dyos.

ACPS Leaders driving change

R E C E N T LY  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  1 5 
Warrandyte High School Year 10 
students participated in a full day of 
Peer Support Leadership training. 

The Peer Support Leaders are Year 10 
students who choose to be role models 
and mentors — big buddies you could 
say — to the Year 7s. 

Special guest star, Kate Wilde, did a 
fantastic job at teaching a plethora of 
essential leadership and mentoring 
skills to the Year 10s.

As part of the school’s ongoing 
Year 7 pastoral care program, these 
wonderful Year 10 volunteers will be 
playing a vital role! 

Indeed some of these Year 10 
students will even have their lockers 

in the Year 7 locker bay and hence be 
a visible presence. 

This is one of many initiatives 
aimed at harnessing this pastoral care 
element which we value highly.

The Year 10 Peer Support Leaders 
are off to a flying start as leaders, role 
models and mentors.

Clans Day
Our Year 7s participated in a full day 

pastoral care program which is called 
Clans Day. 

The enthusiasm of the Year 7 students 
was engaging and infectious. 

The importance of respect, trust, 
and friendship were among the values 
promoted. 

High School provides 
lesson in peer support
By JOE CARUANA 

Clans Day Peer Support Training Day

Pictured left:  
Library captains, Holly Jellis and 
Caitlin Kelly, helping younger 
students during their Free Choice 
Writing initiative.

The Grounds Crew Captains, Flynn 
Canty and Harrison Parker, had 
rounded up helpers and weeded the 
vegetable garden by the second week 
of term one.  

“After taking a tour of the grounds, 
Flynn and Harrison now have a list of 
tasks that are not only achievable but 
will really help improve our grounds.” 

They are currently working with 
Sue on an annual plan so they can 
implement their changes throughout 
the year and form teams to help 
achieve their goals.

Meanwhile this year’s ACPS 2018 
School Captains, Zac McGown and 
Jade Careedy have already conducted 
a survey across the whole school to 
find out what it is that students want 
most to change in the school. 

Along with Vice Captains, Hunter 
Hodgson and Asha Harwood, they 
took the results to Ms Dyos and 
discussed how they could best effect 
a change. 

“I am so proud of our leaders, they 
have really risen to the occasion and 
are exceeding our expectations,” says 
Ms. Dyos.

Teacher mentors are working with 
students to help them and given 
them guidance wherever necessary, 
but as much as possible, the students 
themselves are given encouragement 
to drive the role. 

By the end of the year these leaders 
will have gained valuable experiences 
in creating, planning and executing 
initiatives that impact the school 
community in a positive way. 

And as the younger students watch 
and learn through their leaders’ 
behaviour and actions, they are 
inspired to reach for those goals also.
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By TRACEY MAILE
GRADE 6 STUDENTS at Warrandyte Primary 
School recently went through the rigorous 
audition process for selection as instrumentalists 
in the school’s Bushband, which is celebrating 
its 36th year in 2018. 

Started by Kevin O’Mara in 1983, when he was 
a classroom teacher, the WPS Bushband has 
gone from strength to strength. 

“Some of the kids in Bushband have parents 
who were in the Bushband themselves more 
than 20 years ago,” Kevin recently told the Diary. 

“I can always pick them — they’re the ones in 
the audience singing along under their breath 
and ‘ghosting’ playing the spoons or washboard 
when they think nobody’s looking!  

“It gives me a real buzz to see them.”  
Kevin now starts the ‘try out’ process for the 

highly sought after Grade 6 instrumentalist 
positions during the Grade 5 year for students. 

“I realised a few years ago that the smarter 
way of doing things was to get the Grade 6 
instrumentalists to teach the Grade 5s, before 
they face the audition process in the following 
year. 

“The Grade 5s get to have a go at any of the 
instruments that take their fancy — from the 
spoons and washboard, to the lagerphone, 
wobble board and slap bass. 

“I encourage them to try all the instruments. 
“The slap bass is a particularly important role 

in the Bushband because that player keeps the 
time for the whole group. 

“If they’re speeding up, all the other kids tend 
to speed up with them. 

“Over the years I’ve also incorporated any 
other suitable instruments the kids can play. 

“We’ve had guitar and banjo players, violinists, 
tin whistlers and bodhram (Irish drum) players. 

“One year we had someone who could play 
the piano accordion, which was also a highlight. 

“I’d waited decades to get a student who could 
play one. 

“But many of the kids who end up as Bushband 
instrumentalists may not have formally learnt 
an instrument before. 

“They’re not sure whether they’ve got the 
timing and dexterity to make a go of it, but 
they’re all very keen to try.

“Some of the kids who stick in my mind are 
the ones who come in thinking that they’re not 
particularly ‘musical’ but it turns out they’ve got 
a great sense of rhythm and ‘feel’ for the music, 
and they slot right in. 

“And, there’s always the ‘Gargle’. 
“I introduced it as an ‘instrument’ for one 

particular song a few years ago, and we still keep 
it in the repertoire. 

“It’s a lot of fun, as long as nobody accidentally 
breathes in while they’re supposed to be 
gargling. 

“That gets a bit messy.”

By TRACEY MAILE
ACCLAIMED British author Neil Gaiman 
once wrote: 

“We have an obligation to read aloud to our 
children. To read them things they enjoy. To 
read them stories we are already tired of. To 
do the voices, to make it interesting, and not 
to stop reading to them just because they 
learn to read to themselves.”  

There are now numerous studies indicating 
that reading is the greatest single factor in 
success. 

And making time to read with our children 
every night is probably the one thing that we 
can all do to give them the best possible chance 
at developing a love of reading.  

From billionaire Warren Buffet to Tesla boss 
Elon Musk, many hugely successful business 
people and innovators credit their love of 
reading as being key to their success.

In a celebration of books and reading, 
Warrandyte Primary has just celebrated the 
grand opening of the school’s newly refurbished 
library.  

“Every school should have an inviting and well-
stocked library,” senior teacher Cathie Brooks 
told the Diary. 

“Regular visits to the school library can really 
help set students on the path to a love of books.  

“We may develop that child’s love of a particular 
author’s work by showing them a different genre 
by the same author, or perhaps suggesting other 
authors who write in a similar style to help 
broaden their reading.

“It’s all about fostering a love of reading and 
steering students towards books they may not 
have otherwise considered.”

At Warrandyte Primary School, encouraging 
that love of reading starts from day one in Prep.  

Students now practice silent reading as a 
structured part of the school day.  

“It helps settle the kids when they come in 
first thing in the morning or after the recess or 
lunchtime breaks,” explains Grade 5/6 teacher 
Rick Griffiths. 

“That settling process helps them focus on 
the learning that’s going to follow the silent 
reading time.  

“And because they know they’re going to be 
doing it every day, it ensures that everyone has 
a book ‘on the go’.  

“Many high schools have discovered that silent 
reading after breaks or even at the start of every 
lesson helps focus students and it improves the 
learning that follows.  

“We encourage students to use the library 
throughout the week to make sure they’ve got 
engaging reading material all the time.

“It’s just so important.” 

WPS Bushband auditions Love of reading the key to success

By NIETA MANSER
THERE WAS A LOT of 
excitement at Anderson’s 
Creek Primary School 
(ACPS) as the schools new 
Foundation (Prep) students 
met up with their Grade 6 
buddies. 

The Prep and Grade 
6students participated in 
their first, fun ‘getting to 
know you’ activity. 

The beginning of the school 
year is always especially 
exciting for those students in 
Grade 5 and 6 as they get to 
act as a buddy. 

The Grade 6 students are 
matched with the Preps new 
to the school and the Grade 
5 students work with the 
Grade 1 students.

Students worked in 
collaboration to create a hot 
air balloon picture using 

collage materials. 
At ACPS, students are 

encouraged to express 
themselves through inquiry-
based learning. 

While engaging in this 
art based activity, students 
explored shape, space, 
texture and positioning 
to complete their unique 
artworks.

This activity was a fantastic 
way for the Prep students 
to build on their fine motor 
skills as well as fostering 
relationships with their 
senior peers.

Teachers were impressed 
with how well everyone 
worked together and the 
creativity displayed in their 
work. 

Prep coordinator, Anna 
Verga commented, “It’s 
always lovely to see the 

senior students take on this 
new role so eagerly and 
responsibly. 

“It brings out their gentle 
nature and it’s wonderful to 
see them support and guide 
the younger students.”

Anderson’s Creek prides 
itself on its Buddy Program 
as it allows senior students 
to enhance leadership skills 
that they can use in their 
secondary education. 

The Grade 6 students 
play a big role in helping to 
ease and support the Prep 
students into their new 
school environment. 

The senior students 
have embraced their role 
in helping the younger 
children by modelling 
positive behaviours, eating 
and playing together during 
their early days of school. 

They also assist with 
the Foundation Reading 
Program. 

Every Monday after lunch, 
the Grade 6 students listen to 
their buddies read. 

The weekly program is a 
fantastic and fun way for the 
junior and senior students to 
connect with each other on a 
weekly basis.

The Buddy Program works 
in collaboration with the 
school’s values to enhance 
the school’s engagement and 
wellbeing strategies. 

Throughout the year 
there will be many more 
opportunities for the 
buddies to work together. 

The students are already 
looking forward to their next 
and upcoming activities, 
one of which will have a 
‘seasonal’ theme where 
Grade 5 and 6 students will 
be encouraged to draw upon 
their mathematical and 
geometric skills to create a 
three-dimensional gift for 
their buddies.  

Up, up and away, students take off 
in ACPS Buddy Program
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By ED MUNKS
FEBRUARY saw the Eastern Metropolitan Region Little 
Athletics competition being held at the Tom Kelly Track in 
Doncaster. 

This competition is the qualifier for the State Championships 
to be held at the Lakeside Stadium in March. 

North Warrandyte youngster Amelia Djeric in the U11 
girls was the star of the competition with three gold medals 
in the 100m, 200m and long jump. 

Other local athletes to go well were U15 Harriette Glover 
who returned to form with a trifecta of different coloured 
medals; a gold in the 300m hurdles, a silver in the 800m 
and a bronze in the 800m, younger sister Alice in the U13 
section placed 7th in the 400m final and an 8th in the final 
of the 800m. 

Matt “The Fast” Parrott had a good competition in the U13 
boys with a silver medal in the long jump, followed by a pair 
of 4th placings in the 100, and 200m sprints and backed up 
with an 8th place in the final of the 400m.

The Fasts older brother Lachlan, a Warrandyte Bloods 
footballer also got a 6th in the long jump and an 8th place 
in the 100m final.

Doncaster Gift
In the inaugural ARVIO Doncaster Gift held on March 3 

at the Tom Kelly Athletics Track a number of local athletes 
raced, including Cam Dunbar who finished 5th in the final 
of the 100m men’s whilst in the women’s section 16-year-old 
Elouise Kerr got a 4th in her heat.

2017 Stalwell Gift winner Olivia Ryan finished 4th in the 
100m final off 3.75 and then backed up with an 8th place 
in the final of the 400m from the second last back-marker. 

Despite a recent hamstring injury, Park Orchard youngster, 
Harrison Kerr, progressed through to the semi-final of the 
70m where he finished 8th, whilst in the 800m Ben Munks 
ran 4th in his heat. 

The old stager Craig Mair, better known as Olivia Ryans 
coach also ran in a number of events on the day including 
the 300m Masters placing 5th, and the 70m where he won 
his heat.
To join East Doncaster Little Athletics Club, contact Director 
of Coaching Peter Sharpe on 0413 777 107 or Piri Edwards on 
0419 702 691. 
East Doncaster Little Athletics Club is sponsored by 
Warrandyte Community Bank

WARRANDYTE Tennis club 
member Ebony Duplock went 
to the Australian Open Kids Day 
with school friend Mackenzie 
Morley. 

They were participating in 
some of the tennis day activities 
when they were pulled aside 
and asked if they wanted to do 
something really special. 

Of course they jumped at the 
chance! 

Ebony’s  mother,  Melissa 
Duplock told the Diary that the 
girls were then taken to centre 

court where “they were asked 
if they would like to have their 
photo taken with some really 
famous people”. 

“They were taken to the players 
area under the stadium and had 
photos taken with the players 
and shown around... once the 
stadium filled they were taken 
out on to centre court to play 
tennis with the players” 

“Such an amazing experience 
and something I’m sure the girls 
will never forget — we parents 
won’t let them forget,” she said. 

IF YOU WANT to lose weight or get 
leaner, you simply need to burn more 
calories than you’re consuming (your 
output or expenditure must be greater 
than your intake).

If you want to lose fat and retain 
your muscle, rather than just getting 
smaller, then focus on progressively 
overloading in the gym (increasing 

total training volume: sets x reps 
x weight lifted over time) whilst 
consuming adequate protein (aim for 
roughly 1g per 2kg of body weight).

It is still imperative that you’re 
eating at a calorie deficit (burning 
more calories in total than you’re 
consuming) whilst satisfying the above 
to lose fat.

If you can train muscle groups/ big 
lifts multiple times throughout the 
week then you should find you’re 
able to better maintain your strength 
and muscle than the alternative split 
routines. 

If you aren’t currently losing weight 
or getting leaner then it’s likely you’re 
eating too many calories, so decrease 
your intake in a controlled fashion 
until you begin to lose weight at the 
desired rate.

There is no need to make any changes 
if you’re already losing weight at the 
desired rate.

When it comes to tracking your 
progress and evaluating your fat 
loss, try to remove emotion from the 
situation. 

Or hire a coach — they’ll be able to 

make a far more objective decision and 
judgement for you.

What else do you need to know?
Fat loss is far easier to achieve in 

comparison to building muscle as far 
as the time it takes to do so.

However, focusing on losing fat 
too quickly will encourage excessive 
muscle loss. 

Muscle mass takes forever to build 
(relatively speaking) so focus on 
cutting/ dieting for fat loss in a manner 
that preserves as much muscle mass as 
possible, so you have the opportunity 
to continue making progress over time, 
rather than having to build muscle 
you’ve just lost over and over again.

Eat sufficient protein and maintain 
a small calorie deficit whilst focusing 
on progressive overload in the gym 
always.

This will help you with maintaining 
muscle mass.

Implement cardio sparingly — the 
larger the calorie deficit the greater 
your chance of burning through 
muscle. 

Cardio is simply a tool to help with 
sending you into or sending you 

further into a calorie deficit. 
It is not essential for fat loss, but it 

may help with it.
Classic fat loss mistakes

Eating too much protein — the body 
can only absorb and adequately use 
so much.

This is dependent on lean body mass 
— the more you have the more protein 
you’ll need to maintain it.

As I mentioned earlier, aim for 1–1.2g 
protein per 2kg of bodyweight, the 
leaner/more muscular you are, the 
higher on that spectrum you should be. 

Note that protein is slightly more 
important than when in a deficit, so 
when transitioning from a bulk to a cut, 
increase your protein intake slightly.

Losing weight too quickly — this 
is a sure-fire way to lose muscle and 
strength rapidly. 

Focus on eating as many calories as 
possible whilst still getting the fat loss 
job done so you can preserve muscle 
mass and strength and increase the 
longevity of your diet should you 
need to.

Changing the way you train — focus 
should still be on progressive overload 

(increasing total training volume over 
time) whether bulking or cutting.

You may find due to the reduction 
in calories that your strength declines, 
so you may have to increase total 
training volume through additional 
reps and sets rather than by adding 
more weight.

Have you ever caught yourself 
thinking: ‘I feel like I’ve lost weight, but 
the scales don’t show it,’ or ‘I don’t feel 
any leaner, but the scales are showing a 
smaller number, maybe I’ll slash some 
calories to speed things up.’?

B o t h  s c e na r i o s  a re  a l l ow i n g 
emotion to muddy your thoughts and 
potentially your actions too.

Fat loss is a very simple equation 
that is often made more complicated 
by emotion. 

We work hard to lose fat by training 
in an intense fashion and seemingly 
watching our diets, but when things 
don’t work as planned we can make 
silly decisions without thinking clearly.

This is fat loss 101!! 
Keep it simple, be patient and see the 

fat shrink before your eyes.

DAN MIZZI traded racquets 
for ropes at the State Minnow 
S a i l i n g  C h a m p i o n s h i p, 
winning the regatta in the 
Novice Category in his first 
competitive outing.

Representing the Blairgowrie 
Yacht Club, the Warrandyte 
local and avid tennis player 
would be negotiating the 
choppy waters of the Parkdale 
course aboard his minnow 
vessel ,  the aptly  named 
Aquatic Flash.

The regatta is usually split 
into two days of competition 
but due to some predicted 
heavy weather, the event was 
condensed into three legs 
on the first day, setting up 
what would turn out to be a 
grandstand finish at the line.

The first race would see Mizzi 
take 5th place but he wouldn’t 

stay there for long, he took the 
honours in the second race 
and took the title in a nail-
biting final race where his 
nearest competitor finished 
just one metre behind his 
vessel as they crossed the line.

It would be Mizzi however, 
composed in challenging 
conditions and a significant 
stor m front,  who w ould 
prevail.

He took out line honours and 
the 30th edition of the Novice 
Category Championship.

After sailing for three years, 
he was happy to make it 
one from one in his debut 
competition and he is keen to 
see how he can improve.

“I felt good because it’s fun to 
go out there and to do well on 
my first regatta,” he said.

“I just want to keep on sailing 

and see how good I can get and 
just keep having fun.”

It was a heart in mouth finish 
to conclude the day and Mizzi 
was fully aware of it.

“There was maybe a second 
in it, she was gaining on me 
as well.

“If I didn’t flatten my boat out 
I wouldn’t have won that race.”

The eleventh-hour change 
of tactics would prove to be 
decisive.

Ev e n  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  1 2 
h e  a l r e a d y  h a s  a  k e e n 
understanding of sailing that 
allows him to consider such 
situations with greater surety 
and the way he talks about his 
sail training reflects that.

“You need to know where the 
wind is coming from, how fast 
it’s coming, if you’re pointing 
high enough into the wind so 

you’re gaining as much ground 
as you can to the next mark, 
getting the fresh wind so you’re 
not stuck behind someone 
else’s boat and keeping your 
boat flat. 

“Oh, and having your ropes 
tied at the right tension.”

Dan would not be the only 
Mizzi to compete at Parkdale 
that day, his sister Emily also 
took part in the event and even 
while they were sailing, he still 
found time to shout out some 
helpful brotherly advice.

It seemed to work as Emily 
finished 11th in the event.

F o r  D a n ,  t h e  v i c t o r y 
has  inspire d new-found 
confidence and left him with 
a hunger to compete and 
improve.

“I love my tennis but I’m 
keen to get out on the water.”

Mizzi victorious at State Minnow Championship

Golden girl Amelia is long-jumping for joy 

Want to lose weight and build strength?
By CHRIS SHARP

fitness

U11 Amelia Djeric on her way to a gold medal in the 200m 
at Eastern Metropolitan Region Little Athletics

Hot Shots hit up 
with the stars

By JOSH HUNTLY
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By JAMES POYNER
THE FIRST WEEKEND in 
March was once again a busy 
one as over 600 people flocked 
to Warrandyte Reserve for 
the eighth iteration of the 
community running event to 
either run or volunteer.

A little rain overnight kept the 
morning temperatures down 
which was a welcome relief 
to most who would have been 
training in the weeks leading 
up to the run where average 
temperatures were around the 
high 20s–low 30s.

This year, the run organisers 
managed to negotiate a tweak 
to the existing courses which 
made the run both easier to 
manage and a more challenging 
run.

For the 2.2K runners, this 
meant they only had to run one 
lap, instead of two as in previous 
years but saw them climbing all 
the way up Everard Drive and 
Pound Road, alongside the 5, 
10 and 15K runners.

For the longer distances the 
course still looped through 
the Pound but thanks to the 
cooperation of Parks Victoria 
and property owner Jan Day, 
runners passed through her 
property after exiting the Tank 
Track and joined the bushland 
trail which follows the river 
between the Ranger Station 
and the Tunnel carpark.

Despite what was viewed 
by the run committee as a 
more trail-like and technically 
challenging course, and the 
fact that each lap of the longer 
runs were around 150 metres 
longer than five kilometres, the 
feedback on the finish line and 
around the event village was 
extremely positive.

David Dyason, chair of the 
Run Warrandyte committee 
spoke to the Diary about the 
success of the event.

“This year’s course was highly 
acclaimed by all participants, 
w e  h av e  re c e i v e d  m a n y 
compliments and no negative 
feedback… one participant 
made us promise not to change 
the course next year ‘it was so 
good…’ which we have had to 
do for various reasons in the 
past,” he said.

Wa r r a n d y t i a n  B r y n t o n 
Ashton placed in the top three 
of the 15K distance since it was 
introduced in 2016. 

B r y n t o n  o n c e  a g a i n 
dominated the longer distance 
finishing 1:25 ahead of 2nd 
place Alex Tracey and despite 
the tougher course,  only 
29 seconds slower than the 
previous year.

After the race, Brynton spoke 
with guest commentator and 
Member for Warrandyte, Ryan 
Smith.

When asked how he was 
feeling Brynton said his legs 
were “a bit sore given the new 
course” but that it was overall 
an enjoyable run.

The buzz around the event 
vil lage after the run was 
great with numerous medal 
ceremonies taking place, 
Run Warrandyte also had a 
number of runners running for 
charitable causes, both local 
and afar.

The event’s official fund 
raising page gave participants 
the opportunity to raise money 
for organisations including 
the Warrandyte Netball Club, 
Warrandyte Football Club, 
Warrandyte Junior Football 
Club, Warrandyte Cricket Club, 
Warrandyte CFA, STOP One 
Punch Can Kill, and Rivers 
Gift(SIDS). 

Through the event, runners 
managed to raise over $2700, 
cementing Run Warrandyte 
as a great platform to inspire 
people to raise money for a 
good cause.

Mr Dyason went on to talk 
about the unique opportunity a 
fun run in Warrandyte presents 
and praised Parks Victoria for 
their assistance in making the 
course run a possibility.

“We think that, for a fun run, 
our course is truly unique.

“The mix of urban streets, 
fire trails and State Park single 
trails, with much of it having 
Yarra River views we think it’s 
an awesome treat.

“Parks Victoria are to be 
commended for  working 
with us and allowing us to 
use these trails and we feel 
the responsibility of ensuring 
this section of Warrandyte 
bushland is respected and 
appreciated by our participants 
— and we think it was.”

If you ran on the day, make 
sure you visit the event page on 
GeoSnapShot for official race 
photographs.

Run Warrandyte will be back 
in 2019.

Warrandyte runs around the Pound

Medals were awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd in an Under 8, 12-17 and Open categories for 
most distances, medal winning runners and their official times are listed below.
Spelling of names and official times sourced from Tomato Timing.

15K
Open Male: Brynton Ashton (1:02:50), Alex Tracey (1:04:15), Marcus Boxall (1:06:36)
Open Female: Narelle Cormack (1:08:41), Melissa Hansford (1:11:16), Eloise Thompson (1:13:53)
12–17 Male: Brown Vermeulen (1:18:10), Nicholas Alexander (1:23:22), Brown Vermeulen (1:27:56)
12–17 Female: Alicia Callahan (1:18:46)

10K
Open Male: Aron Class (41:12), Ben McKinnon (44:13), Robert Clark (48:01)
Open Female: Naomi Peters (52:15), Clare Oliveira (52:18), Atsuko Sasaki (52:48)
12–17 Male: Benjamin Reid (43:04), Max Savill-Bentley (43:36), Lucas Todd (1:09:26)
8–11 Male: Cambell Stark (54:33)

5K
Open Male: Nicholas Brooke-Anderson (20:04), Hudson Rostrom (21:42), Michael Cullum (21.49)
Open Female: Sherry Street (22.40), Veronica Bence (24.56), Nicole Lavender (25:35)
12–17 Male: Ben Munks (22:28), Adam Gillard (23:10), Jed Harrowell (23:19)
12–17 Female: Ruby Maher (22:30), Chloe Woollard (24:55), Julia Rooney-Watson (27:43)
8–11 Male: Lenny Reddaway (25:55), Wes Callow (26:36), Michell Harrison (27:23)
8–11 Female: Anni Tatten (27:19), Rose Rostron (29:21), Millie Hurley (30:03)
U8 Male: Hamish Dwyer (28:10), Archie Andrew (28:39), Ethan Sampimon (30:08)
U8 Female: Sophia Marelas (43:51), Jade Trewarn (1:14:29)

2.2K
Open Male: Luke Brewis (8:18), Charles Johnstone (8:55), Martin Baldock (10:32)
Open Female: Alice Van Rijn (11:44), Yvette Harbinson (12:01), Lynda Madams (13:03)
12–17 Male: Samuel Ferguson (9:34), Odin Harbinson (10:05), Dylan Thompson (11:00)
12–17 Female: Amber Louw (8:21), Cassie May (10:50), Stella Thompson (26:17)
8–11 Male: Jacob Close (9:30), Elliot Butcher (9:37), Reve Pearce (10:26)
8–11 Female: Eva Graham (11:26), Jasmine Knowles (11:41), Zara Veal (12:38)
U8 Male: Taylor Aldenhoven (11:24), Hunter Veal (11:38), Marlon Damcher (11:44)
U8 Female: Chole Baldock (10:31), Millah Townshend (14:05), Greta Fitzgibbon (15:07)

U8s Kids Run
Open: Sophie Linden (18.54), Xavier Forsyth (19.38), Austin Stainer (19.59)

Offical race photos can be purchased from:
www.geosnapshot.com/e/run-warrandyte-2018

Photos: STEPHEN REYNOLDS
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By FRANS BROUWER
WITH SUMMER now behind us, thoughts turn 
to finals.

The 1st XI will be there with the double chance, 
and a home final in week one.  

Both Vets teams also got to finals.  
The U16 (Friday night), U14-2 and U14-5 teams 

will also make it, while the U12-5 team is fourth, 
but only 4 points ahead of 5th.

Seniors

Report from the boundary 1st XI 
(10 wins, 2 losses, 1 draw 1st on the ladder)

Round 12 Hawks 5/272 dec (Brian Kulasena 82, 
Darcy Price 65 n.o.) lost to Croydon Ranges 5/273; 
Round 13 St Andrews 6/227 (Josh Barrett 4/86) 
lost to Hawks 6/229 (Nathan Willoughby 68 n.o., 
Price 60); 
Round 14 Croydon North 184 (Barrett 4/33, Peter-
Budge 3/14) lost to Hawks 6/194 (Willoughby 60 
n.o., Barrett 58). 

Report from the boundary 2nd XI
(6 wins, 7 losses, 1 draw, 5th on the ladder) 

Round 11 Hawks 9/155 (David Cutler 31) beat 
Lilydale 148 (Jake Sammartino 5/17); 
Round 12 Hawks 179 (Cutler 30) beat Warrandyte 
154; 
Round 13 St Andrews 9/240 beat Hawks 123 (Cam 
Head 40); Round 14 Hawks 9/259 (Andrew Dilley 
48, Head 37, Sean McMahon 81 n.o., Matt Mullan 
37) beat Croydon North 181 (Troy Donis 4/4, 
Andrew Donis 3/6).

Report from the boundary 4th XI 
(3 wins, 9 losses, 1 draw, 5th on the ladder) 

Round 12 Warranwood 246 (Allsopp 3/19) beat 
Hawks 185 (David Mock 44); 
Round 13 Scoresby 286 (Tom Woodward 3/34) 
beat Hawks 168 (Declan Mulqueen 34); Round 
14 Norwood 9/152 (Allsopp 5/19) lost to Hawks 
7/168 (Adam Johnson 45, Mikey Gibbons 41). 

Report from the boundary 5th XI 
(3 wins, 6 losses, 2 draws, 2 byes, 6th on the 

ladder) 
Round 12 bye; 
Round 13 Montrose 9/323 (Will Fasan 3/36) beat 
Hawks 165 (Gibbons 48, Adam Johnson 37); 
Round 14 Warranwood 5/250 (Cayden Skien 
3/47) beat Hawks 10/240 (Mark Smith 75, Will 
Fasan 45 n.o., Matt Fasan 45).

Saxon Sports 20/20
The Hawks narrowly won the Newey grand 

final against South Croydon — with a four off the 
second-last ball of the match.   
Semi-Final Hawks 6/200 (James Fasan 69) beat 
Croydon Ranges 115 (Tom Peter-Budge 5/36); 
Grand Final 7/127 lost to Hawks 5/128 (Josh 
Barrett 53 n.o., Peter-Budge 27).

RDCA Juniors

Report from the boundary U16-3 
(2 wins, 6 losses, 1 draw, 7th on the ladder)

Round 8 Hawks 204 (Caleb Andrew 42, Will Fasan 
33 n.o.) beat St Andrews 83; 
Round 9 Wonga Park 9/157 (Fasan 5/15) beat 
Hawks 141 (Ryan Currie 35 n.o.).

Report from the boundary U14-2 
(5 wins, 5 losses, 1 draw, 4th on the ladder) 

Round 8 Wonga Park 5/107 lost to Hawks 1/126 
(Lucas Bridger 54 n.o.); 
Round 9 Warrandyte 7/128 beat Hawks 60;
Round 10 Hawks 8/199 (Bridger 44, Ryan Hogg 42 
n.o.) beat Norwood 184 (Hogg 6/11); 
Round 11 Hawks 8/171 (Bridger 56) beat 
Norwood 91.   

Report from the boundary U14-5 
(5 wins, 2 losses, 1 draw, 2nd on the ladder) 

Round 8 Hawks 6/206 (Liam Watts 50 ret n.o., 
Matt Haysom 33) beat Warrandyte 152; 
Round 9 Templeton 182 (Watts 3/7) beat Hawks 
114.  

Report from the boundary U12-1 
(1 win, 8 losses, 2 draws, 6th on the ladder)  

Round 9 St Andrews 6/177 (Joshua Prest 3/8) beat 
Hawks 4/111; 
Round 10 Norwood 6/208 beat Hawks 158 (Sam 
Prest 50, Harrison Findlay 32 n.o.); 
Round 11 St Andrews 9/275 beat Hawks 7/138 
(Cooper Long 32 ret. n.o.). 

Report from the boundary U12-5 
(6 wins, 8 losses, 1 draw, 4th) 

Round 12 Chirnside Park 5/118 (Jacob Sette 3/10) 
beat Hawks 5/109; 
Round 13 Mooroolbark 5/120 beat Hawks 88;
Round 14 Hawks 4/97 beat Mooroolbark 6/84;
Round 15 Hawks 6/83 lost to Warrandyte 6/93.

Friday night Box Hill Reporter  
DCA Juniors

Report from the boundary U16 
(7 wins, 1 loss, 1st on the ladder) 

Round 9 Hawks 3/138 (Jordan Milne 50 n.o., 
Jackson Braunthal 44) beat Forest Hill 7/102; 
Round 10 Hawks 107 (Callan Murphy 32) beat 
Templestowe 81 (Nick Walker 4/12, Murphy 3/18); 
Round 11 St Davids 92 (Walker 5/17) lost to 
Hawks 3/176 (Hayden Daniell 100 ret. n.o., 
Murphy 31).

Report from the boundary U14A 
(1 win, 6 losses, 7th on the ladder)

Round 9 Kerrimuir 0/116 beat Hawks 65 (Rhonan 
Appleby 29); 
Round 10 Blackburn 6/251 beat Hawks 6/233 
(Lucas Bridger 65 n.o., Kyan Brasher 48, Corey 
Church 40).

Report from the boundary 
U14B Gold 

(2 wins, 6 losses, 8th on the ladder) 
Round 9 Park Orchards 6/68 (Nathan Battle 3/9) 
beat Hawks 7/49; 
Round 10 Templestowe 8/182 beat Hawks 106 
(Liam Watts 33) and 9/39.

Over 40s Veterans teams 

Report from the boundary O40-1 
Round 5 Hawks 8/159 (Tim Rule 43 ret. n.o.) lost 
to North Ringwood 4/165 (Rule 2/21); 
Round 6 Hawks 7/188 (Brett Careedy 43 ret. n.o., 
Steve Scott 41 ret. n.o., Grant Hooper 40 ret. n.o.) 
beat Mooroolbark 5/169; 
Round 7 Hawks 135 (Careedy 40 ret. n.o., Rule 40 
ret. n.o.) lost to Wonga Park 3/143; 
Semi-Final Hawks 137 (Careedy 41 ret. n.o., 
Andrew Walker 40 ret. n.o.) lost to Ainslie Park 
0/141.

Report from the boundary O40-2 
Round 5 South Croydon 9/127 beat Hawks 9/116 
(Grant Hooper 40 ret. n.o.); 
Round 6 Hawks received forfeit from Mt Evelyn; 
Round 7 Wonga Park 88 lost to Hawks 2/92 (Shane 
Hansen 43 ret. n.o.); 
Semi-Final South Croydon 5/192 beat Hawks 
5/138.

Social
Trivia Night was deferred to March 3 at Yarra 

Road Primary School.  
A good turn-up was treated to a well-run night 

by Coach Darcy Price and fellow 1st and 2nd XI 
players.  

Thanks must go to Meagan Price and her band 
of helpers, and to the club’s loyal sponsors, for 
making the night a success.

Junior Presentation will be at Warrandyte South 
Hall, 66 Hall Road, on Friday March 23 from 5:30 
to 8:30pm, and Senior Presentation Night at Club 
Ringwood on Saturday April 28. 

Colman Reserve  
Change Room Project

The Pavilion has been gutted and is being 
fitted out.  

Concrete foundations for the change rooms 
were poured in January, and the rear wall was 
recently poured.

Happy Hawks take seven teams into finals

By SANDI MILLER
HAILING FROM Park Orchards, 
Aerial Skier, David Morris is no 
stranger to the Olympic Games.

PyeongChang was his third outing at 
the world’s highest level competition, 
first competing in the Vancouver 
Games in 2010.

While not able to replicate his 
Silver Medal success from Sochi, 
Morris managed a creditable tenth 
in the Men’s Aerials final in 
PyeongChang. 

Morris was controversially 
denied a place in the finals when 
Chinese skier Jia Zongyang fell 
just after landing, but had the 
mistake overlooked, thereby 
overtaking the the Australian in 
the standings. 

The Sochi silver medalist was 
planning to perform a high 
difficulty five-twist jump he 
had recently mastered, but was 
saving it for the Super Final 
of six from which the medal 
winners would be decided.

“I was just building up to it, 
we have a certain step process 
that we have to get to that skill.

“It was a little disappointing I 
didn’t get to do that in the comp, 
but as a career goal I wanted to 
do that on snow and land it and 
I did that… so I’m very happy 
with that, that’s a big box ticked 
for me.

“I can walk out of here really 
proud of this year.”

Morris praised the facilities in 
South Korea, with the well organised 
and maintained site providing for an 
incredible competition.

“The jump site was amazing, the 
best set of the whole year by far, and 
the competition was top notch, there 
has never been such a high scoring 
competition and it really helped to 
show what our sport is all about and 
how it can be done well,” he told the 
Diary.

“The only problem was the weather 
but that was uncontrollable, but 
the best jumpers can adjust to the 
conditions so that was the challenge”.

Morris’s talent was spotted by 

Australia’s first gold medal Aerial 
Skier, Kirstie Marshall, who trained 
the young gymnast up in the winter 
discipline. 

“I was recruited simply by chance 
for being in the right place at the right 
time” he told the Diary modestly.

While luck may have been a factor 
in his success, there was a lot of work 
transferring his skills from gymnastics 
to aerial skiing.

“It was still difficult to transfer the 
skills, as the technique and timing 
is different, but the acrobatic ability 
and body coordination was probably 
the most significant transfer and has 
been a huge help in progressing me 
quickly and efficiently through the 
skills needed,” he said.

And the hard work didn’t stop with 
his first medal, living in temperate 
Australia means a lot of time away 
from home to hone his skills.

He spends about nine months 
overseas every year training because 
Australia doesn’t have the necessary 
facilities to train at the top level.

“It’s a challenging lifestyle but 
necessary in order to keep up with the 

rest of the world’s athletes. 
“We train in Utah, in the US, for their 

summer on water ramps jumping into 
a pool, and practice all of our skills 
and learn new tricks there,” he said.

The team then stays in the northern 
hemisphere for their winter.

We travel to Ruka, Finland, for a 
month training camp before we head 
off for World Cups around the world, 
usually one a week. 

“Once the training camp is 
completed at the start there is 
very little time to work on new 
things and get any sufficient 
training.

When the Diary pressed him 
about his plans for competing 
in Beijing, the 33-year-old 
skier was reluctant to commit 
this far out. 

“At this point it’s too far 
ahead to even consider and 
nothing I can do right now 
will have any effect on four 
years ahead.

“I look very much at the 
now, and what I need to 
do right now that’s best for 
me; currently that means 
taking a breather, letting 
myself recover physically 
and mentally from a crazy 
Olympic build-up and all of 
the hype.

“I never rule out anything 
because I have retired/quit 
the sport three times already, 

and have come back better each time, 
so who knows how I’ll feel in two 
months’ time,” he said.

He said that one of the best parts 
about competing at the Olympics 
was the support he received from 
his family.

“Family support is the most valuable 
and knowing that my parents are 
proud of me just for turning up, and 
that could be an Olympics or a World 
Cup, or even just getting through a 
training session.

“I don’t think there’s anything more 
rewarding than making your parents 
proud of you for your achievement 
and for being who you are, and that’s 
really the basis of everything for me”.

By SANDI MILLER
WARRANDYTE’S own, Snowboarder 
Scotty James, won one of Australia’s 
three medals at the PyeongChang 
Winter Olympics, taking the Bronze 
in the Men’s Halfpipe. 

Following a hard fought battle 
with USA’s Shaun White and Japan’s 
Ayunu Hirano, James was graceful 
in surrendering the top positions on 
the dais to his two rivals as he spoke 
to Australian broadcast rights holder 
Channel Seven:

“Shaun is an amazing athlete and he 
has achieved a lot of great things; he 
achieved another awesome feat in his 
career,” he said.

“Hats off to Hirano as well; he is one 
of the most flawless snowboarders I 
know — it is cool to watch him.”

The young athlete does not plan to 
rest on his laurels, James’ trajectory 
is upward.

O lympic  teammate and Park 
Orchards local, Aerial Skier David 
Morris told the Diary Scotty was given 
an amazing opportunity to compete as 
a youngster in Vancouver.

“I think that sparked something 
in him that turned him into a fierce 
competitor that continued to want 
more,” he said.

With an already impressive lineup 
of sponsors, and an enviable lifestyle 
taking him around the world doing 
what he loves, this medal is seen by 

many to be James taking things to the 
next level.

“My goal is to come out here and 
ride as best I can and fly my Australian 
flag in the sport that is not necessarily 
done by many Australians,” James told 
reporters after his Olympic Halfpipe 
Final.

“I am very proud of my country and 
where I come from but I can assure you 
I am just getting started.

“You can expect to see a lot more of 
me in the future, me and my team, we 
are excited to keep going.”

James, who carried the flag for 
Australia in the PyeongChang opening 
ceremony said: “I work so hard, and it 
is at times like these, obviously we are 
still focused, but you have to enjoy 
these experiences”.

“That is why we work hard... to enjoy 
these experiences as much as possible 
— I did that today — it was cool.”

However, never forgetting his roots, 
he told the media, for the moment that 
he was looking forward to getting back 
home to his ‘beloved Warrandyte’.

The Warrandyte community were 
hoping to give Scotty a hero’s welcome, 
but in his modest style, James shunned 
the limelight on his return home, 
opting for time with family and friends. 

He was spotted around the Yarra 
Street cafes during his brief time back 
at home, but the snowboarder has 
now returned overseas to get back 
onto the snow.

Morris flies high at his third 
Winter Olympic Games

Warrandyte tastes 
Winter Olympic glory
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WARRANDYTE have finished off the 
regular season of 2017/18 cricket 
season with three senior teams 
finishing in the top four and earning 
a berth in the finals. 

Warrandyte’s thirds, fives and sixes 
will be playing in March for the ultimate 
prize, after successfully closing out the 
season in strong positions.

The 1st XI have finished in 8th spot 
in the Lindsay Trollope Shield, 
unfortunately losing successive games 
at the end of the season. 

Ayrton Dehmel finished off his 
first year as captain with a strong 
performance against North Ringwood, 
grafting a solid 70 to led the team to 
137. 

Despite three wickets to opening 
bowler Luke Killey, it turned out to 
not be enough. 

Dehmel has lead a young team 
throughout the season, with a strong 
rotation of players. 

With most players still under 30, 
the team has developed throughout 
the year, and will continue to do so 
to ensure the Firsts rebound from the 
season.

The 2nd XI have fallen short of a 
resounding outright victory against St 

Andrews to finish the year, but thanks 
to winning their last two matches 
have avoided relegation and ensured 
another season in the Pat Meehan 
Shield. 

With the final game against 8th 
position St Andrews, Warrandyte 
needed to win to maintain their 
position above them, and succeeded 
in this goal, thanks to a blistering 
bowling effort by young Ben Jackson, 
and a controlled run chase by Jack Ellis 
and Jack Poole. 

Warrandyte were pushing for an 
outright victory the week before 
against Croydon North and almost 
pulled off the impossible thanks to 
some destructive bowling by Campbell 
Holland and junior Chris Rakuscek. 

With another blistering spell from 
Holland delivering four wickets in the 
second innings, it put Warrandyte in 
a great spot, but time was the enemy 
and Warrandyte had to settle for first 
innings points. 

The 3rd XI have finished in 4th spot 
and will compete in the finals thanks 
to skipping ahead of a tight race for 
the four in a very competitive C Grade. 

Thanks to one of the biggest victories 
in Warrandyte’s history in Round 13, 
where Warrandyte won an outright 

victory by an innings and 209 runs, 
they were catapulted into the finals 
where they will be a very strong 
contender. 

War randyte’s  v ictor y  against 
Eastfield, which included a remarkable 
5/0 for Shaun Ison, U16 Harry Brown’s 
first century for the club (106 n.o.) and 
135 from Ryan Hoiberg, highlighted 
to the competition they will not be 
an easy bet in the finals (see full story 
below). 

In the final round they fell just short 
of knocking off top of the table Lilydale, 
with another junior, Ethan Ward taking 
6/66 including a remarkable hattrick. 

The 4th XI have missed out on finals 
solely thanks to percentage, finishing 
equal points with fourth but missing 
by the smallest of margins. 

Warrandyte were able to kick a poor 
run of form in the final round to grind 
out a strong victory against Boronia, 
but a run of defeats prior to this match 
had pushed them out of the top four 
and they were unable to scramble 
back in. 

Warrandyte were well lead by skipper 
Nathan Croft with both bat and ball 
and enjoyed continued contributions 
by club stalwart John Prangley.

The 5th XI have finished third on the 
ladder and will play an elimination 
final in the first week of the finals 
series to try and earn a place in the 
Grand Final. 

Despite being assured of a spot in 
the finals, Warrandyte were able to put 
together a good string of wins to bring 
the season home with three successive 
victories and ensure they enter March 
with form ahead of their opposition. 

Co-captain Drew El Moussalli led his 
squad valiantly against Wonga Park in 
the final round of the year, knocking 
104 n.o., but the team were unable 
to defend their 251, with Wonga Park 
passing them in the final overs of the 
game. 

Adam Lawson will take strong form 
with the ball into the finals, as will Mick 
Spence and Chris Jackson, which will 
give the team confidence of a strong 
finish to the year. 

The 6th XI  have comparatively 
finished in the best position across 
the entire club for season 2017/18, 
with Bill Stubbs’ team finishing atop 
of a competitive grade. 
Warrandyte have won 11 of 14 games 
in a strong season which saw them 
lead the competition for wickets taken 
by a solid 25 more wickets than the 

nearest competitor. 
The team lost just their second game 
of the season in the final round with 
an upended team and a top order 
collapse.
However Nick Oremek, posting his first 
century for the club, gave the team a 
competitive score before it was chased 
down the following week. 

In the last round Greg Warren 
monstered 110 for Warrandyte, to give 
the team a very strong 279 to defend, 
before bowling out Chirnside Park for 
261 to give the team an important win 
going into March. 

Warrandyte Vets fall just short
Warrandyte Cricket Club has had 

their first Grand Final of the year, but 
unfortunately have fallen a wicket 
short of taking away the first flag of 
the year. 

The O40s played against Croydon 
North and batted first, posting 8/139 
with Sean Dixon top scoring with an 
unbeaten 41. 

In return, Croydon North just 
reached the target with one wicket 
remaining, despite wickets to Ben 
Trayford and Pete Mackey. 

It finished off an excellent year for the 
veteran squad with a strong rotation of 
players throughout the year. 

By JOSH HUNTLY
THE OPENING day of Warrandyte’s 
Round 13 clashes saw records 
tumble as Ryan Hoiberg, Harry 
Brown and Nick Oremek all scored 
centuries on the same day, while 
Shaun Ison recorded a record-
breaking spell with the ball on a 
remarkable and often quirky day 
for the WCC.

Ison stepped up to claim his 
spot in the Warrandyte history 
books in the 3rd XI match against 
Eastfield after his spell yielded 
five wickets while not conceding 
a single run — his final figures 
reading a remarkable 5/0 off his 
3.5 overs. 

His effort proved to be the 
catalyst for bowling out Eastfield 
for just 25 runs and securing vital 
first innings points as the Bloods 
looked to secure a spot in the 
finals.

As a result of his heroics, Ison 
became the first man in the club’s 
163-year history to record a “five-
fer” while not conceding a run, 
as well as setting the record for 
the best figures for a bowler not 
conceding a run in their spell. 

Remarkably, he would not be 
needed the following week as 
Eastfield were dismissed for 75 in 
their second innings.

Nick Oremek would also claim 
his own unique slice of Warrandyte 
Cricket Club history after his effort 
in the 6th XI meant he became 
the player with the lowest batting 
average to make a hundred, which 
was 8.61. 

Oremek was sent in with the side 
teetering at 3/4, his ton propelling 
them to 4/128 after their allotted 
35 overs.

Further carnage occurred at 
the Warrandyte High School 
ground, where club President 
Ryan Hoiberg opened the batting 
against Eastfield. 

Hoiberg carried his bat to the 
close of the innings and flicked 15 
fours on his way to a score of 135 
n.o. in the outright victory, his 
second hundred of the year.

Not to be outdone, 16 year-old 
Harry Brown came to the crease 
at 3/161 and proceeded to put 
the Eastfield attack to the sword, 
clubbing a break-neck 106 n.o. 
that included nine fours and seven 
sixes. 

One bowler conceded 20 runs 
in an over to the batting of Brown 
which catapulted him into the 
nervous nineties; he navigated them 
safely and brought up his debut 
century with aplomb, rounding out 
a remarkable day’s play. 

By JOSH HUNTLY
WARRANDYTE’S cricketers donned 
the pink caps on the field whilst the 
ladies of Warrandyte Cricket Club 
frocked-up in the pavillion as Pink 
Stumps Day, in conjunction with 
the Ladies High Tea, took over the 
Warrandyte Cricket Club to raise 
funds for the McGrath Foundation 
for breast cancer research.

The charity event has garnered 
significant support over the years 
and has become a mainstay of the 
Warrandyte sporting calendar. 

The vibrant pink caps were worn 
by members of the home and 

away sides and the standard game 
stumps were replaced by their pink 
counterparts. 

Wicket-keeper Dave Mooney 
was also hard to miss behind the 
stumps, sporting pink keeping pads 
for the cause.

While the cricket took place 
outside, the clubrooms again 
played host to the annual Ladies 
High Tea. 

The hundred-strong crowd of 
Warrandyte women enjoyed a 
complimentary champagne on 
arrival as well as a raffle and live 
music while raising funds for the 

McGrath Foundation.
The event was organised by Janie 

Lawson, ably assisted by Tanya 
Stubbs, Renelle Trayford and Cait 
Ramsdale, who kept things running 
smoothly, while club stalwarts such 
as John Chapman were behind 
the bar and Geoff Taylor assisted 
with food.

Club President Ryan Hoiberg was 
appreciative of the efforts of those 
who volunteered to help and the 
community partners who donated 
their time and gifts to support the 
day.

“The Pink Stump Ladies High Tea 

has become a really important day 
in the calendar for the cricket club, 
and it’s solely due to the hard work 
of the ladies who organise it, led by 
Janie Lawson and our community 
partners.

“This year was a remarkable 
success with great numbers at the 
lunch, and well supported by our 
teams playing with pink caps and 
pink stumps. 

“It’s a great cause and the WCC 
is keen to continue our efforts to 
support the initiative to make it 
a staple in the wider Warrandyte 
calendar.”

Three senior Warrandyte teams into finals
By RYAN HOIBERG

Ton of fun for trio 
of centurions, while 
Ison makes history

Pretty in pink at Warrandyte Cricket Club
5th XIs wearing their pink capsHarry Brown and Ryan Hoiberg

Nick Oremek retired on 100



36 Warrandyte Diary MARCH 2018


