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INSIDEFOR A QUIET village on the edge of the city, 
Warrandyte has been a hive of activity over the 
lazy days of summer.

Residents and visitors have continued to enjoy 
our beautiful riverbank in abundance and 
bridgeworks have commenced, with sections of 
the river walk altered temporarily.

See Page 3 for full details of the bridgeworks and 

road closures expected in the weeks ahead.
Meanwhile, various committees have been busy 

putting the finishing touches on their events, with 
the Pottery Expo and Festival only weeks away.

There have been a few causes for celebration, 
with a happy ending for a CFA call out and for the 
residents that have found themselves on Australia 
Day Honours Lists.  Photo: SANDI MILLER

  Brumbys Hotel at VCAT 
– P4
  Australia Day honours 
– P8 to P9
  Festival preview – P11
  Warrandyte at the 
Australian Open – P29
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FEBRUARY
Breathe 

Deep!
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OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHOVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

BRIDGE AT 
WARRANDYTE

H e i d e l b e r g  N e w s  a n d 
Greensborough, Eltham and 
Diamond Creek Chronicle 
Saturday, January 12 1918
Page 2

The Doncaster Shire Council 
were stating that they had 
accepted the offer of the 
Government to contribute one 
third of the cost of repairs to the 
bridge at Warrandyte.

The estimate for repairs is 
£700 and the Government 
will contribute one third if 
the Eltham and Doncaster 
Councils contribute one-third 
each.

Councillors said the Eltham 
council had no money for 
the work, while the engineer 

pointed out their liability if a 
charabanc went through the 
bridge.

The President said he would 
sooner see a new bridge than 
have £700 spent in repairs.

T h e  E n g i n e e r  s a i d  t h e 
Government engineer had 
considered all details, and 
expected the bridge (repaired) 
would last another 14 years.

Cr. Smedley proposed that 
owing to their present financial 
position the Eltham council 
cannot entertain the idea, 
and that Doncaster council be 
notified to that effect; also that 
the latter council be asked to 
co-operate in posting notices 
limiting a load to two tons 
gross.

Seconded by Cr Mann, and 
carried.

History has a habit of repeating itself, so the 
Diary’s researchers have taken a peek into 
the archives to see what was happening in 
Warrandyte 100 years ago.  
What do you think they found…?

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHThe more things change... 

Attention is to be given to the 
loose planks.

A councillor asked what 
would happen if Doncaster 
insisted on going on with it 
and Eltham declined; and the 
reply was that Eltham could be 
compelled to proceed. 

Some time ago Eltham was 
prepared to go on with the 
repairs and Doncaster was not.
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By DAVID HOGG
THE LONG-AWAITED works to 
upgrade Warrandyte Bridge finally 
commenced on January 15.

Major traffic disruption is expected 
over two full weekends in March 
when the Warrandyte Bridge will be 
completely closed to traffic on the 
Saturday and Sunday.

There may also be another full 
weekend closure in July.

Although VicRoads has not yet 
decided which two weekends in March 
are designated for the closures, they 
have confirmed that the bridge will 
remain open for the Festival weekend 
of March 17–18. 

Whisper around the traps is that 
they may avoid the Labour Day long 
weekend of March 10–12, which leaves 
the possibility of March 3–4 and March 
24–25, although the actual dates will be 
confirmed in February.

Residents planning trips during 
March w e ekends may nee d to 
reschedule their activities or plan for 
extra time as crossing the river during 
those two weekends will involve a 25km 
long diversion through Templestowe, 

Eltham and Research.
VicRoads has also confirmed that 

these bridge closures will be postponed 
if the Fire Danger Rating for Central 
District reaches Severe or above, or on 
days of Total Fire Ban.

CFA captains Trent Burris of North 
Warrandyte and Adrian Mullens of 
Warrandyte have advised the Diary 
that the emergency services have 
been fully consulted and they are both 
happy with the arrangements.

In the event of fire callouts during 
these closures, supporting brigades 
will be called from the same side of the 
river as the incident.

Now that it has officially started, 
the works which subcontractors VEC 
Civil Engineering Pty. Ltd. will be 
undertaking involve:

•  Increasing the number of traffic 
lanes on the bridge from two to 
three, with two lanes southbound.

•  New footpaths, including a 
shared user path for cyclists and 
pedestrians on the west side of the 
bridge.

•  A wider intersection on the 
north side with traffic lights at 
the intersection of Research-
Warrandyte Road and Kangaroo 
Ground-Warrandyte Road.

•  A new left-turn slip lane on Yarra 
Street eastbound for traffic turning 
left onto the bridge.

The worksite is at the Lions’ tennis 
courts on the southwest side of the 
bridge, and already some of the fencing 
has been demolished and contractors’ 
sheds and amenities installed.

Lions Club of Warrandyte president 
Jenni Dean told the Diary, “The tennis 
courts have not been well used recently 
and are a burden to maintain and run.

“We have been in discussions with 
Manningham Council and VicRoads 
and have agreed that the courts can be 
used as the worksite for the duration 
of the works, after which they will be 
turned into an outdoor fitness and 
recreation area.”

A spokesperson for Manningham 
Council’s Landscape and Leisure 
department, told the Diary that once 
the works were completed it was 

intended to completely demolish the 
worksite, tennis courts and fencing and 
turn the area into beautiful landscaped 
public open space with unrestricted 
access from the car park down to the 
Yarra.

Works undertaken on the weekend 
of January 20–21 saw the bridge taken 
down to one lane and an overnight 
power outage, works included:

•  Removing light poles.

•  Removing three trees on the south 
side.

•  Removing sections of the road 
surface in preparation for a new 
surface

•  Installing barriers and temporary 
yellow lane markings on the 
bridge, with restricted lane widths.

•  Removing the pedestrian traffic 
island on the north side of the 
roundabout – much later a zebra 
crossing will be installed.

•  Renewing the 22kV bundled 
electrical cable which spans the 

Yarra to the west of the bridge and 
relocating poles so as to be out of 
the way of the upcoming works.

Over the next few weeks, works will 
include installing scaffolding around 
the bridge and the temporary removal 
of the Queen of the Shire.

Until the work nears completion, 
there will be no access for pedestrians 
on the north side of Yarra Street to cross 
Kangaroo Ground road at the bridge 
roundabout.

Pedestrians will need to cross to the 
south side at the roundabout, walk past 
the bus stop, and cross back again on 
the other side, or use the river path 
under the bridge.

By DAVID HOGG
VICROADS ARE coming under 
fire from community groups in 
the Warrandyte area for ignoring 
community concerns, reneging on 
agreements struck during design 
reviews, operating contrary to 
advice given to the community at 
forums, and lodging plans which 
satisfy council requirements whilst 
admitting that some of these 
measures are temporary and will be 
removed later.

Whilst most of the criticism relates 
to the Bridge Upgrade project, 
comments are also coming in from 
the Nillumbik side on their handling 
of the installation of road barriers on 
roads at Kangaroo Ground.

Works during the fire season
The bridgeworks were originally 

scheduled to be implemented during 
the winter of 2017, and in early 
advice to community forums we had 
been advised that it would not be 
done during the fire danger period.

Then, when it was obvious that 
the project was running a year 
late, we were told that work would 
commence in January, but would 
not take place on days of Total Fire 
Ban or when the Fire Danger Rating 
reached Severe or above.

Despite these assurances, on 
January 19, a day when the mercury 
topped 40 degrees, a day of total fire 
ban and with a Fire Danger Rating of 
Severe, VicRoads were still planning 
to proceed with the planned work of 
relocating the High Voltage Power 
Cables, restriction of the bridge to 
a single lane and cutting power to 
almost 500 premises from 11pm.

Pedestrian crossing only temporary
One of the requirements 

Manningham Council stipulated for 
the permit was that VicRoads provide 
“a safe crossing point for Kangaroo 
Ground-Warrandyte Road at or near 
the Yarra Street roundabout, for 
pedestrians to continue walking on 
the northern side of Yarra Street”.

The lodged plans recently approved 
by council now show a marked zebra 
crossing on the north side of the 
roundabout, with a refuge island 
in the middle, which satisfies this 
requirement.

However, the Diary has obtained 
recent correspondence from Lif 
McDowall, Strategic Engagement 
Officer Community and Stakeholder 
Engagement at VicRoads, to Kyle 
Gillan of Warrandyte Community 
Association (WCA) which states: “We 
will be installing a temporary zebra 
crossing on the north approach of 
the roundabout that satisfy council 
conditions.

“Due to the temporary nature 
and potential cost of installing the 
pedestals... flashing lights cannot be 
installed.”

This infers that VicRoads intends to 
keep this crossing in place only until 
the landscaping work is completed 
at the end of the project, and then 
pedestrians wishing to safely cross 
north of the roundabout will be 
required to go down to the riverbank, 
pass under the bridge and climb up 
again on the other side.

Acting Director of Planning and 
Environment at Manningham 
Council, Jill Colson told the Diary: 
“The proposed pedestrian crossing at 

Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte Road 
is a permanent fixture.

“All works and vegetation removal 
as shown on the approved plans 
must not be altered without prior 
written consent from Council.”

We asked VicRoads a number of 
questions about the bridge project 
including the future of the pedestrian 
crossing.

A spokesman for VicRoads 
responded “At this stage, the only 
public comments we are making 
about the bridge project are those 
we have already issued as part of the 
community project update.”

Stone cladding on retaining  
walls minimised

Condition 1.3 of the permit requires 
that retaining walls include the use 
of stone in the same style as the 
retaining walls at the bridge shops.

The new plans show that the 
retaining walls are to be concrete and 
only the beams of the retaining wall 
will be stone clad.

Mr Gillan advises that this was not 
the agreement made with VicRoads 
at the recent Urban Design Advisory 
Panel, which was that the entire wall 
would be stone-clad, not just the 
beams.

He continues, “WCA is 
disappointed that once again 
Warrandyte is getting the cheap fix 
from VicRoads.”

Ms Colson advises “The design of 
the retaining wall includes stone, 
accords with the Warrandyte Township 
Heritage Guidelines and is respectful 
of the recently completed streetscape 
improvement works undertaken at the 
western end of the works area.” 

Bridgeworks finally commence
Complete closure on two weekends in March

VicRoads in the firing line from community groups

A copy of the full report can 
be downloaded from bit.
lyPALsIVMCRreport

The January VicRoads 
Information Update can be 
found at: bit.ly/VRBridgeJan

The latest plans for the bridge 
work, approved by Manningham 
Council, can be found at:  
bit.ly/MCCBridgePlans

Inappropriate barriers on Eltham-
Yarra Glen Road and Kangaroo 

Ground-St Andrews Road
Nillumbik Proactive Landowners 

Group (PALs) have prepared a 
lengthy submission to the Inquiry 
into VicRoads Management of 
Country Roads.

Following the commencement of 
construction of the road barriers 
last year, local residents voiced their 
protest at a rally on the roadside at 
Kangaroo Ground.

As a result of this rally, VicRoads 
requested a community meeting 
which was held at the Kangaroo 
Ground Emergency Operations 
Centre on April 7, 2017.

Councillor Ashton, local landowners 
and VicRoads representatives 
attended this meeting specifically 
to discuss the barriers and their 
frequency and length.

The VicRoads project director 
attending the meeting confirmed, 
after persistent questioning, that 
VicRoads had no intention of 
changing any aspect of the project 
and that the meeting was just about 
satisfying their obligation to consult.

The report prepared by PALs 
concludes that VicRoads appears 
to be incapable of real consultation 
with affected communities and local 
councils, but follows the common 
path of consultation sufficient to 
tick the box and release documents 
sufficient to demonstrate that 
consultation has taken place.

With the expected traffic delays in 
the coming months maybe this is the 
way to go.
Some resourceful soul has ridden an 
oBike out to Warrandyte.
Let’s hope it is put to good use and 
does not end up in the Yarra.

eye spy

If you have photos and short stories you 
would like to share with Diary readers,  

send them to:  
editor@warrandytediary.com.au  

with 'eye spy' in the subject heading
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By DAVID HOGG
IN A SURPRISE move the respondent 
Phillip Mannerheim, through his 
company, has withdrawn from his 
hearing at VCAT, which was scheduled 
for January 22, which was to resolve 
whether he should be granted a 
planning permit for a residence at 2 
Pigeon Bank Road.

This is a huge win for the applicant 
objectors led by neighbours Kim 

and Robyn Cope and supported by 
Warrandyte Community Association 
(WCA) and other neighbours.

At a practice day hearing at VCAT 
on December 8, counsel for the 
respondent sought to postpone the 
proceedings until mid-year and 
foreshadowed that they were working 
to provide amended plans.

In her judgment, member Dalia 
Cook refused the application to further 

delay the proceedings, and gave the 
respondent until December 22 to 
lodge any amendments to the permit 
application.

Citing that his team would not be 
ready for a hearing in January, Mr 
Mannerheim then pulled out of the 
VCAT action and, via their respective 
counsel, an agreement was signed 
by the applicant, the respondents, 
Nillumbik Council as the Responsible 

Authority and the CFA as the Referral 
Authority.

This agreement stated that no 
planning permit would be issued, and 
no order was made for costs.

Max Parsons, a member of Nillumbik 
Proactive Landowners Working Group 
(PALs) told the Diary  “PALs will 
continue to provide strong active 
support for Phillip’s right to build.

“The pathway to achieving his permit 

remains in its infancy.
“The overriding benefits to the 

environment from Phillip’s minimal 
carbon footprint will eventually 
overwhelm the attitudes of a small 
number of ill-informed green zealots.”

The Diar y  has obtained final 
statements from Phillip Mannerheim 
and WCA regarding this case, these are 
reproduced here.

RIVER USERS had a nasty shock 
last month when a three cubic 
metre pile of rubbish was dumped 
in the Taroona Avenue car park.
Authorities were quick to 
investigate and the illegally 
dumped household waste was 
gone within a few days.

If you witness any such activity, 
call the EPA pollution hotline on 
1300 372 842.

2 Pigeon Bank Road case withdrawn
Mannerheim concedes in planning battle

Congratulations to all the objectors for a 
great campaign. 

It was well fought and executed, I can learn 
something from that — no hard feelings.

I’m sure down the track we will all laugh 
about it.

I would also like to thank my supporters.
I was not expecting so much wonderful 

support from friends, family, members of 
the community and the council.

In this David and Goliath battle it was a 
comfort to see so much community support.

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
clear up a number of misconceptions which 
have arisen during this planning battle.

I am not a developer
This has been my dream for over 30 years.
After losing my home when interest rates 

hit 21%, the only reason I had the land in my 
company name was to get a loan as I was too 
old to get a personal loan.

Since then, I have transferred the land 
under my own name.

Trees
A lot of the trees I planned to remove were 

no thicker than the width of my wrist and I 
had to pay around $80,000 to replace them 
as part of the native vegetation offset.

I was happy to leave many of the tea tree 
and burgan on the lower land which are of 
a greater number than all the trees I would 
be replacing.

Before becoming an architect, I was a 
farmer and I have a strong connection to the 
land and nature, my intention was always 
to plant more trees on the property and 
revegetate the area.

VCAT
I withdrew before the January VCAT hearing 
because I found I needed a lot more time 
to prepare.

A lot of the consultants I needed to talk to 
were unavailable over the early months of 
the summer and leading up to Christmas, so 
I asked for an extension, unfortunately the 
objectors objected and even VCAT decided 
that an extension was not allowed.

I had a tough choice to make — go to VCAT 
in January underprepared or withdraw.

My only real choice was to withdraw.

My dream of building a house on this 
property is temporarily shattered as I must 
spend some time recovering some of the 
legal costs and trying to replenish the 
life savings which I have poured into this 
project.

I will keep my dream alive and I thank 
God for giving me the faith, hope, love and 
patience needed to survive this long ordeal, 
over the last four years He has been a source 
of my strength.

Phillip Mannerheim

The proposal to destroy 740 trees to build 
just one house on top of a ridgeline in 
North Warrandyte, contrary to the Green 
Wedge zoning, has been withdrawn by the 
developer, Phillip Mannerheim Holdings 
Pty Ltd. 

Just before Christmas, the developer 
consented to the Victorian Civil and 
Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) setting 
aside Council’s approval of the proposal and 
directing that no permit be issued, effectively 
accepting that the proposal contravened 
both Local and State Government planning 
schemes. 

It’s been a long road for the neighbours, 
the Warrandyte Community Association, 
Friends of Nillumbik and the Green 
Wedge Protection Group opposed to the 
development proposal on Pigeon Bank 
Road. The developer went to the Supreme 
Court to stop the VCAT appeal, but was 
unsuccessful in November. 

“It is unprecedented for a developer to 
walk away from a development proposal 
after receiving a notice of approval from 
Council without even attempting to defend 
the proposal at VCAT neither of our lawyers 
have ever seen this before”, said WCA 
spokesperson, Jonathan Upson. 

“The Supreme Court ruling was a win 
not only for the ‘Green Wedge’, but also 
for ordinary people not to have to satisfy 
specific legal criteria for their objection to 
count as an ’objection’. 

“The Supreme Court awarded legal costs 
against the developer. However, Nillumbik 
Council needs to explain why it has chosen 
not to recover its legal costs. Thus Ratepayers 
will foot the bill for bad decision making by 
Councillors who were elected on a ‘lower 
rates’ ticket. 

“Were it not for the actions of the local 
community, North Warrandyte would have 
witnessed the destruction of a grove of 
trees the size of a footy oval on a prominent 
ridgeline in the Green Wedge in direct 
contravention of the Nillumbik Planning 
Scheme. 

“Councillors should have followed the 
expert advice of their own planning officers 
who strongly recommended rejecting the 
planning application,” Mr Upson said.

Dick Davies
President
Warrandyte Community Association Inc.

Statement from Phillip Mannerheim Statement from Warrandyte Community Association

Dumping despair

Photo: BILL McAULEY

IT TOOK a full week in mid-January at VCAT for the parties 
to present their cases to members Geoffrey Code and 
Joel Templar on whether the hotel, winery and distillery 
planning application at 46–52 Brumbys Road can go ahead.

This major case was well attended not only by the parties 
to the action but by a number of interested Warrandyte 
residents.

Whilst the objectors accepted revised plans which 
effectively scrapped the second phase of the development 
and reduced the proposed number of rooms from 76 to 
48, it was pointed out that the proponent had not in fact 
scaled down the service areas and kitchens of the main 
building proportionately, so a later extension to the original 
proposal could well be on the cards.

When the planning application was originally advertised, 
Manningham Council received 27 objections to the 
proposal, 27 letters of support and a petition was also 
undertaken and collected 71 signatures in favour of the 
proposed development.

John Di Pietro, co-founder of Olivigna and director 
of Brumbys Road Investments Pty Ltd — the applicant 
company, attended the hearing.

His counsel outlined the details and benefits of the 
proposal to the community including the shortage of hotel 
accommodation in the area, the resulting employment 
opportunities and attracting tourists to the area.

He called various expert witnesses who spoke in detail 
about matters concerning noise, flora, fauna, bushfire risk 

town planning and road traffic, and were cross-examined 
by the objectors.

Manningham Council, through their legal counsel, 
outlined their reasons and concerns on planning issues 
in opposing the application.

A number of objectors including near neighbours Robert 
and Cathy Wain, Marc Hoffman, Doug Ogden and others 
presented their submissions at the hearing.

Val Polley represented the Warrandyte Community 
Association.

 There were a number of presentations focussed on local 
issues including:

•  Protecting the Green Wedge from fragmentation and 
incremental loss.

•  The dangerous road junction at five-ways.
•  Protection of kangaroos, local wildlife and ecological 

values.
•  Attracting people to a bushfire area and other bushfire 

issues.
•  Noise, disruption and loss of local amenity of 

residents.
•  The unsuitability of Brumbys Road for access 

including current parking on the road.
The VCAT members asked many questions of the parties 

and reserved their decision.
They will now personally visit the site during the next 

couple of weeks and come to their decision which is 
expected to be handed down sometime during March.

Brumbys Road Hotel  
Parties await VCAT decision 

By DAVID HOGG

A local taking a break from swimming  
to inspect the huge pile of rubbish
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WARRANDYTE cyclists have reason 
to be excited as Manningham council 
takes action towards completion of 
the missing link between Warrandyte 
and the wider bike path network.

Cyclists have long lamented the 
difficulty in accessing the Mullum 
Mullum and Main Yarra Trails which 
intersect near Beasley’s Nursery, with 
many riders seen winding their way up 
Melbourne Hill Road and then down 
the busy and dangerous main road 
from the High School to Beasley’s.

There is a “cycle path to nowhere”, 
which runs along Heidelberg-
Warrandyte Road from Pound Road to 
the High School, but it fails to connect 
to the existing trail network.

Construction is scheduled to begin 
in April on a new off-road shared 
bicycle and pedestrian path along 
the eastern side of Taroona Avenue 
in Warrandyte. 

Leigh Harrison, Director Assets and 
Engineering for Manningham Council 
told the Diary that the path is “part of 
a broader plan to connect the Mullum 
Mullum Trail to the Warrandyte river 
reserve”.

The path will also increase safety 
for pedestrians and cyclists who 
use Taroona Avenue to access the 
river path, which becomes very 
busy especially during festival and  
market days.

The path includes a crossing which 
allows pedestrians to cross Taroona 
Avenue near the Everard Drive 
intersection, before crossing Everard 
Drive into the Warrandyte State Park. 

The 2.5m wide asphalt surfaced 
path will include a timber boardwalk 
and is expected to be completed by 
June 2018. 

“The route path has been selected 
to minimise impacts on existing 
vegetation,” said Ms Harrison. 

Council provided an arborists report 
as part of the planning proposal 
which concluded that three native 
trees will require removal, with seven 
additional trees recommended for 
removal, including already dead or 
weed species.

WCA President, Dick Davies told the 
Diary that the WCA held discussions 
with Council and agreed that the 
“moderate rated trees  needed to be 
removed so a safe construction could 
be undertaken”. 

Ms Harrison said Council has not 
received objections on the proposed 
shared path. 

Design of the next stages along 
H e i d e l b e r g - Wa r r a n d y t e  R o a d 
between Oakland Drive and Mullum 
Creek is currently underway and is 
expected to be completed by the end 
of 2018.

MANNINGAHM Council unanimously 
voted not to proceed with a Special 
Charge Scheme for planned drainage 
works on Melbourne Hill Road, with 
Council agreeing to fund the full cost 
of the proposed drainage works. 

A group of residents of Melbourne 
Hill Road formed the Melbourne Hill 
Road Catchment Representative Panel 
(MHRC Rep Panel) following a Council 
proposal to charge residents $2.2M for 
drainage works in the wake of the 1-in-
100-year flooding in 2011.

The scheme was voted against by 
97% of residents.

As reported in the Diary in 2015, the 
drainage scheme was objected to by 
residents as they believed the plans 
were unnecessarily expensive and 
required the removal of a number of 
old-growth trees, adversely affecting 
the character of the area.

Representative of residents of 
Drysdale Road, Carole Adins told the 
Diary: “Finally, the council decided it 
was costing far too much money and 
wasn’t achieving anything.

“ They had used hundreds of 
thousands of dollars of rate payers’ 
money on consultants and overlays 

which all came to nothing, and 
modelling which was all wrong 
anyhow, so they decided that the 
council should be paying for these 
things and not trying to fight it.

“This went on for nearly six years, it 
was hard to keep the impetus going, 
but we persisted”, she said.

Another Melbourne Hill  Road 
Catchment resident said, “these efforts 
have demonstrated how a dedicated 
and talented group of residents can 
achieve great things”. 

The Manningham Council resolution 
was unanimously recommended and 

adopted as follows:
3.1.2 A letter be issued to property 

owners within the Melbourne Hill 
Road Catchment within two weeks 
of Council’s resolution, advising 
that  Council will not be initiating a 
Special Charge Scheme, that Council 
will fund the full cost of the proposed 
works  associated with Scheme 1 
(Modified), with the exception of the 
upgrade of vehicle crossing culverts. 

This resolution by Council has been 
seen as a positive step in improving 
Council/resident relations across 
the municipality as “Special Charges 

Schemes” will no longer be pursued 
unless “all potential contributors agree 
to the implementation of the Scheme”.

The MHRC Rep Panel now anticipates 
amicable and open collaboration with 
Council on their adopted Scheme 1 
Modified MHRC drainage design.

They hope to be able to enhance 
and maintain their semi-rural urban 
setting, protect as many “irreplaceable” 
100-year-old trees as possible, while 
maintaining adequate drainage pipes 
and improving appropriate drainage 
infrastructure.

Riders rejoice!

Charges dropped on drainage scheme

By SANDI MILLER

By CARLI LANGE-BOUTLE & SANDI MILLER

By JAMES POYNER
NILLUMBIK Council are restricting 
vehicle access to the Yarra River at 
Bourchiers Road in Kangaroo Ground.

A barrier has been installed at the top of 
the road, where it meets Menzies Road.

During the “trial closure” period, 
Council will use the time to undertake 
works along the river reserve to improve 
safety, amenity, access and vegetation and 
fire management.

“These measures will include reducing 
fire risks by removing weeds, including 
blackberries and hazardous trees, 
improving CFA access to the fill point on 
the river and grading the fire access track,” 
Nillumbik Council spokesperson James 
Martin told the Diary.

The Council have confirmed that the 
river reserve is still open to the public, it 
is only vehicles which are being restricted 
from accessing the site.

The temporary restrictions imposed at 
the popular swimming hole provoked 
a strong reaction from Nillumbik based 
community groups.

Both groups support Council’s actions 
although have approached the matter 
from two very different directions.

Ms Colleen Hackett, former President 
of Friends of Nillumbik (FoN) provided 
a statement to the Diary on behalf of the 
group.

“Friends of Nillumbik has no argument 
with the refurbishment of the Bourchiers 
Road Yarra River reserve but question the 
timing of the closure of this public access, 
at the height of summer.

“We also question the secrecy, the 
lack of transparency and the lack of 
consultation which accompanied this 
closure of public access”.

Ms Hackett went on to express the 
groups concerns about the impact the 

restrictions will have on similar access 
points in the Shire.

“If poor behaviour of a few was behind 
this act then we ask why should the rest 
of the community be punished? 

“We believe it may put pressure on other 
public river access spots like Bradleys Lane 
and Laughing Waters Road,” she said.

M a x  Pa r s o n s  f r o m  P r o  A c t i v e 
Landowners (PALs) also provided a 
statement regarding the restrictions.

“PALs support the actions of the 
Nillumbik Shire Council in the trial access 
restriction at the entrance to Bourchiers 
Road, Kangaroo Ground.

“PALs have unambiguously been made 
aware of a long sordid history of anti-
social, anti-family and allegedly serious 
criminal activity that has persisted over 
many years at the public reserve at the 
end of Bourchiers Road and beside the 
Yarra River,” he said.

Nillumbik Council consulted with the 
CFA and other emergency services before 
the closure was implemented and have 
told the Diary that emergency vehicle 
access will not be hindered by the gate.

“Each of the emergency services 
agencies has keys to allow them to access 
the track and continual communication 
allows for recommendations from the 
CFA to be actioned immediately,” said a 
Council spokesperson.

Nillumbik Council have set up a survey 
on the “Your Say” page of their website 
and are keen to hear from members of the 
public about how they use the Bourchiers 
Road site.

The results from the survey will help the 
Council determine how they can improve 
the site to make it a “safe and welcoming 
reserve for children and adults of all ages”.
To contribute to the survey visit:
Nillumbik.vic.gov.au/survey

Bourchiers Road river access closed to traffic



110 YARRA ST, WARRANDYTE     T (03) 9844 3202     INFO@GRANDHOTELWARRANDYTE.COM.AU     WWW.GRANDHOTELWARRANDYTE.COM.AU

E V E N T S  A N D  F U N C T I O N S
The Grand has everything you need to plan or organise your upcoming event.  

With a variety of flexible packages to suit any occasion, talk to our Event Manager,  
Caitlin, about how we can make your next event a truly memorable one. 

M A K E  A N  E N Q U I RY  T O D AY  -  G R A N D H O T E LWA R R A N DY T E .C O M . A U/ F U N C T I O N -WA R R A N DY T E 
O R  E M A I L  F U N C T I O N S @ G R A N D H O T E LWA R R A N DY T E .C O M . A U
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obituary

By BEA BARRETT
A TEMPLESTOWE couple, whose daughter and 
granddaughter died while holidaying in Africa over 
Christmas, have now shared their feelings with the Diary.

Andrea Weber, manager of Warrandyte Library was 
at home when her husband Brad received the call on 
December 22. 

It is the one call no parent ever wants to receive.
Claire Penno, aged 33, and her daughter Anaishe, 18 

months, died when their hire car hit rough ground and 
rolled several times on a stretch of road near Victoria 
Falls. 

The driver was Claire’s partner and Anaishe’s father, 
Emmanual Ngoni Mpofu. 

Mr Mpofu and his teenage son survived the crash. 
After spending two weeks with Anaishe’s Zimbabwean 

grandmother, the family took a trip to Victoria Falls.
On their way back to the hotel the tragic accident 

occurred.
Their double funeral was held on January 12 in 

Melbourne and attended by more than 700 people. 
“Tributes poured in”, said Ms Weber. 
“Claire was so well loved and so well liked. 
“She really was one of those people who just lit up the 

room, wherever she went.”
Claire was the state operations manager of the Guardian 

Early Learning Group Victoria. 
“She just adored children”, said Ms Weber.
“She had such a beautiful way with them. 
“And the work she did was incredible. 
“She has touched the lives of literally thousands of 

children, their families and staff who support them. 
“The ripple effect of that will go on for years and years. 
“That will be her legacy.”
The tragedy, Ms Weber said, has hit her husband Brad 

and their three sons particularly hard. 
“They’re beyond devastated. 
“They were all so close. 
“Growing up, Claire was like a second mother to her 

brothers. 
“And she texted or talked to her father every day. 
“Everyday.”
Mr Penno said, “Claire was so permanent; it’s like the 

pyramids have disappeared.” 

African Christmas crash tragedy hits home
Claire Elizabeth Penno 
January 22 1984 – December 21 2017

e e e 

Anaishe Elizabeth Mpofu 
June 27 2016 – December 21 2017



emergency.vic.gov.au 
Download the VicEmergency app

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 
1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

There’s no questioning the facts. During summer, you should check Fire Danger Ratings daily via local radio, 
the VicEmergency website and app. The higher the rating, the more uncontrollable a fi re would be if one started. 

Ratings can be different across the state, so know your fi re district. Decide what rating is your trigger to take action.
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A WARRANDY TE teen caused a 
dramatic rescue when he became 
stuck in a mineshaft in early January.

Josh McCudden, 13, used a rope to 
climb down an abandoned mineshaft 
on Black Flats to recover his mobile 
phone which he was using as a torch.

He tied the rope to a tree, but the 
rope did not hold, trapping him eight 
metres below ground.

A group of teenagers rode past at 
around 5pm and saw Josh’s abandoned 
bike and the end of the rope leading 
towards the hole and so went in to 
investigate.

When they heard the teen’s cries for 
help they called 000.

Nine CFA appliances were called to 
extract him from his predicament.

CFA’s  Technical  Rescue crew 
attended the scene and gave the 
following account on social media:

“After assessing the stability of the 
soil, a ladder was lowered into the 
shaft, a rescuer then climbed down 
whilst attached to a belay rope. 

“The boy was fitted with a harness in 

the very tight space, and then climbed 
out whilst having the protection of a 
belay rope.

“Another team had a tripod and 
ropes ready in case the boy was unable 
to climb out and needed to be raised.” 

There were also local CFA crews from 
Warrandyte and South Warrandyte, 
as well as MFB, Victoria Police, 
Ambulance Victoria and Parks Vic in 
attendance.

A specialist CFA Mines Rescue 
team from Bendigo, who specialise in 
commercial and operating mines were 
put on standby but were not required. 
Warrandyte Police Sergeant, Stewart 
Henderson, said that Josh was lucky 
that the group of boys found him.

“There are many mines in the 
Warrandyte State Park and the area is 
very dangerous,” he said.

“Fortunately, he was discovered, and 
we had a good outcome this time,” 
he said.

Josh was examined by paramedics 
at the scene and released without the 
need of medical treatment.

Local teen rescued from Black Flats mineshaft 

Photos: CFA TECHNICAL RESCUE

By SANDI MILLER



ONLINE ORDERING AVAILABLE NOW
402 Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte VIC 3113    Ph: 9844 3089

quintonsiga.com.au
7am to 9pm Monday - Sunday

Happy New Year
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THE WARRANDYTE Riverside 
Market has been awarded the 
2018 Manningham Australia Day 
Perpetual Trophy. 

The award was presented to the 
organising committee by Federal 
Member for Menzies, Kevin 
Andrews in a ceremony at the 
Manningham Civic Centre on 
January 26.  

The City of Manningham 
delegated the task of selecting 
a group or individual/s, which 
demonstrate character traits 
worthy of such an award to 
the Manningham Promoting 
Character Committee.

The market committee is 
made up of local community 
groups, the Warrandyte 
Community Association, 
Warrandyte Community Church, 
Warrandyte Lions, Rotary Club 
of Warrandyte Donvale and the 
North Warrandyte CFA, while 
the day-to-day running of the 
market is managed by local 
marketing consultants Greg 
Rowell and Bambi Gordon at 
The Woo.

President of the Market 
Committee, Geoff Taylor told 
the Diary that receiving the 
award was “wonderful” and that 
it was “recognition of what a 
community group can achieve 
once they put their minds to it”.

When the previous 
administration informed the 
Council that they wouldn’t 
be continuing into 2016, 
Manningham Council put a call 
out for someone to take over, 
and a coalition of community 
groups formed to take on the 
role.

“It was a priority to us that 
the market continues, so that is 

why we put our hands up and 
volunteered to the council to 
step in and continue the thirty-
year tradition.

“We had to try to make a 
transition from the former 
administration to the new 
administration in just over a 
month, which we were able to 
do,” said Geoff.

Geoff said he sees the 
market as a focal point for the 
community.

“We have a lot of people from 
the community come and enjoy 
the market, purchase their 
favourite items from the market 
... it is where families can come 
and enjoy the morning and get a 
variety of produce, which seems 
to be improving all the time.”

Bambi Gordon adds that the 
market is also a popular venue 
with stallholders.

“We get a small number of 
newbies every market — because 
regulars can’t necessarily do 
every one of them — but we have 
had over 900 applications to run 
a market stall in 2017,” she said.

Greg Rowell agrees: “The 
market is so popular at the 
moment, it is 75% sold out for 
this year, and it will be totally 
sold out by the time the first 
market is held on February 3”.

“We look at the retail mix, so 
that when people cancel we 
look at what you have got as far 
as applications for someone 
you think is going to add to the 
variety, not be a competitor to 
someone who regularly comes 
and sells, but also the sorts of 
small businesses and market 
stalls that are likely to attract new 
customers,” Bambi said.

The market has had to 

Manningham Australia Day Perpetual Trophy
instigate an online booking 
program to control numbers, 
which has been necessary 
since Parks Victoria restricted 
access to some areas of the 
reserve to reduce impact on the 
vegetation.

“Part of having it pre-booked 
is about protecting the 
environment as well, because 
they are allocated a site number, 
they don’t just turn up on the 
day, if they are not on the list at 
the top of Stiggants they don’t 
get to bring their car in, so we 
don’t have those issues of people 
just driving through and parking 
where they like,” Bambi said.

President of the WCA and 
Market Committee member, 
Dick Davies told the Diary that 
the market has seen a large 
amount of money go back into 
the community.

“Last year we put $74,000 back 
into the community,” he said.

“People apply for grants, and 
each of the members of the 

committee receives a portion 
towards their organisation 
— Lions, Rotary, Community 
Association, Community 
Church, CFA and people apply 
for grants either as individuals 
or it could be for something 
like building a cubby house 
or a community garden at the 
kindergarten — so they will 
give a specific project for it to 
go to — so it all goes back to the 
community,” explained Bambi.

Bambi said that the award 
is not just for the organising 
committee, but everyone who 
has helped the market become 
such an integral part of the 
Warrandyte community. 

“The sheer number of 
volunteer hours that go into 
this, to have those volunteers 
who are down here at 4am in 
the middle of winter in the dark 
— and there has been so many 
of them over the thirty years — 
they really deserve this award 
and more,” she said.

By JO FRENCH 
WARRANDYTE’S Julie Quinton was  awarded a Medal 
of the Order of Australia (OAM) for service to the 
community on Australia Day.

The OAM is the pre-eminent way Australians 
recognise the achievement and service of their fellow 
citizens. 

Julie’s service to the community includes her role 
as President of the Warrandyte Business Association 
and her membership on the Be Ready Warrandyte 
Committee where she works alongside businesses, 
assisting them with a fire plan for staff safety.

Julie is also an inaugural member of the organising 
committee for the Country Fire Authority of Victoria’s 
Warrandyte Fireball.

“In 2014, when Warrandyte was under fire threat, it 
dawned on me that we, as a community, should take 
the responsibility of fund raising,” said Julie.

The Medal of the Order of Australia is awarded for 
service worthy of particular recognition.

“I’m so overwhelmed, it’s a lovely honour,” said Julie.
“I feel very humbled, and a bit undeserving.
“I’m very thankful for whoever nominated me, and 

to my family.
“When I first received notification of the award 

nomination I was hesitant to accept it. 
“I felt a bit uncomfortable and almost declined the 

award, there are more deserving people than me. 
“Then, as I reflected, my thoughts took me to my 

granddaughters, and that one day they will be proud 
of me.”

Appointments to the Order of Australia recognise 
outstanding achievement and service.

Acting Minister for Women (Victoria) Jenny Mikakos 
states: “Victorian women contribute equally to 
the success of our state and it’s important that we 
nominate them to be recognised for their service and 
dedication.”

Our honoured local



Warrandyte Bridge Upgrade 
Happening now 

vicroads.vic.gov.au

We’re adding an extra  
lane to Warrandyte 
Bridge to ease traffic 
flow and make it safer for 
the community. Works 
have now started and are 
expected to be completed 
by September 2018.

Other improvements we’re 
making include:
• new footpaths, including a shared 

user path on the west side of  
the bridge

• new traffic lights at the 
intersection of Kangaroo Ground-
Warrandyte Road and Research-
Warrandyte Road 

• a new left turning lane onto the 
bridge from Yarra Street 

For more information, visit  
vicroads.vic.gov.au and search 
Warrandyte Bridge.

To receive monthly updates send  
us an email at  
mnw.communications 
@roads.vic.gov.au

Help us find the balance – future 
planning in the Green Wedge and 

rural areas 

The Manningham Green Wedge and surrounding 
rural areas provide you with a country lifestyle 
as well as providing business and tourism 
opportunities. Many of these areas also contain 
vegetation with high environmental values.
Our role is to balance competing interests between 
the use of the land for rural residential living, 
enabling economic opportunities and employment 
including agriculture and tourism and protection of 
the natural environment.
We are proposing changes to help us better plan 
for the area in the future. 
If you live, work or visit our rural areas - we want 
your feedback on the proposed Amendment C117 
to the Manningham Planning Scheme.
www.yoursaymanningham.com.au/C117
Submissions close Monday 16 April 2018.
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Gerry makes his way around 
D o n c a re’s  s i x  O p  S h o p s 
collecting weird and wonderful 
donated items to take back to 
the storing facility for sorting. 

“We pick up furniture and 
electrical goods that need to 
go back to the depot for testing 
and tagging and also we collect 
various metals which we sort 
and sell for scrap metal,” he 
said.

Cynthia told the Diary she 
finds working at Doncare very 
satisfying.

“Because you are helping 
the community, the money 
we raise at the Op Shop goes 
back into community projects, 
and you are meeting people, 
you feel like you are doing 
something important,” she said.

Gerry said he felt honoured to 
be receiving the award.

“To receive an award for 
something you enjoy doing is 
the icing on the cake, but we 
feel there are many people in 
Doncare that are a lot more 
worthy than us,” he said

“There are so many people 
who w ork s o  hard to  be 
nominated, we do feel humble,” 
said Cynthia.

To receive an Australia Day 
award is particularly special to 
Alf Adins.

“It was the day I arrived in 
Australia in 1962,” he told the 
Diary.

“He came to Australia as 
a  £ 1 0  P o m ,”  c o n t i n u e d 
Carole, “Australia Day to us is 
important, it is a day where 
we celebrate being Australian, 
regardless of race or colour or 
where you came from, for us it 
is a day to celebrate Australia”.

By SANDI MILLER
TWO YEARS since the last tenant was evicted 
from the Wonga Park Village Centre, there is 
hope that new life may finally be breathed into 
the derelict centre.

Hairdresser, Lynn Munro received notice 
from the owner of the Yarra Road shops just 
before Christmas of 2015, and since then the 
shops in the precinct have remained empty, 
much to the frustration of Wonga Park locals.

“I received a letter on December 17, 2015 to 
say I had to vacate within four weeks,” she said.

“The owner was a local person, but she 
moved to Sydney and stopped renewing 
leases on all the shops, even the Post Office 
couldn’t continue to operate,” she said.

Ms Munro still resides in Wonga Park, but 
now works out of a Warrandyte salon and she 
says the loss of the shops has been terrible for 
the community. 

“The shops were the heart and soul of Wonga 
Park, with everyone living on such big blocks 
it was a place for everyone to meet.

“When I was the last shop there, people 
would come in and say, ‘where can we get 
a coffee?’, but there was nowhere,” she said.

But now residents are cautiously optimistic 
as a “For Lease” sign has recently appeared in 
front of the centre.

“We have had false starts before and nothing 
has happened, but if it happens it would be 
great news for the community”, said Wonga 
Park resident Annette Felicissimo.

Over the last two years, all attempts of 
contacting the Sydney-based owner of the 
property have proven futile as council, 
reporters and residents have had letters 
unanswered and phone calls hung up on, 
but hopefully this will be a new dawn for the 
centre.

Real estate agent, Anthony Tramonte told 
the Diary he is currently in negotiation with 
several potential tenants on the owner’s 
behalf.

“I am talking with a pharmacist, an IGA 
and several other businesses, but the town 
is also in need of cafes and take-aways and 
hairdressers,” he said.

Mr Tramonte says it could take up to 12 
months before the centre is operational, so in 
the meantime there are plans to refurbish the 
shops and surrounding landscaping.

While the centre has been languishing 
unoccupied, the town has been resolute in 
maintaining their community spirit.

Wonga Park Farmers Market has been 
established in an attempt to reinvigorate 
the community, but this does not solve the 
village’s day-to-day needs, which, until the 
property is tenanted, are still unmet.

Manningham Acting Director of Planning 
and Environment, Jill Colson said that Council 
“would welcome the rejuvenation to the 
private owned Wonga Park Shopping Village.”

Member for Warrandyte, Ryan Smith told 
the Diary he has listened to the frustration 
of Wonga Park residents over the last two 
years about this issue and thinks Wonga 
Park residents would “be delighted that 
there finally appears to be some movement 
to breathe new life into the local shopping 
centre”.

“These shops are a focal point for the 
residents and there is now a great opportunity 
for new businesses to be part of this friendly 
community,” he said. 

Councillor Sophie Galbally agrees that re-
tenanting would be a positive outcome for 
the community.

“We have so many young families in Wonga 
Park,” she said, “and they really need to have 
somewhere in their local area to hang out.”

Manningham Council confirmed that a 
permit was approved for development works 
which included a new external stair on the 
northern wall and extension of the floor space 
and western wall of the existing building. 

An extension to this permit was later 
granted, but this too has now lapsed. 

“We wil l  continue to consider any 
development proposal for the Wonga Park 
shopping village. 

“Where possible, we will assist new tenants 
or the business operator to support a viable 
and vibrant local shopping precinct for the 
community,” said Ms Colson. 

By SANDI MILLER
TWO WARRANDYTE couples 
w ere  re cognis e d for  their 
contributions to the community 
as Kevin Andrews presented 
this year’s Menzies Community 
Australia Day Awards.

Alf and Carole Adins have been 
recognised for their service to 
Meals on Wheels, where they 
have volunteered for over seven 
years, a task which Carole says 
she finds rewarding.

“We enjoy it, we have made lots 
of friends and it gives pleasure to 
the people who we call on, some 
of them don’t see anyone else for 
days, except for us who deliver 
meals, so Alf drives, and I go in 
and chat with them and we go 
through the fridges of some of 
them to make sure things aren’t 
out of date,” she said. 

Mrs Adins says she has made 
friends with several of her former 
clients and takes time to continue 
to catch up with them even 
though she has changed rounds.

“We visit still and they come 
over for lunch and at Christmas 
and they are great friends, I tend 
to get involved with the people, 
sometimes too much!” she said.

Although she admits the role 
can be quite challenging at times.

“We have seen people slip into 
dementia, it’s sometimes quite 
emotional, and it makes you 
aware of your own mortality.” 

The pair  have also been 
acknowledged for their work 
selling poppies, badges and 
bears for the Doncaster RSL and 
Legacy Widows Clubs.

Closer  to  home,  Alf  and 
Carole have both been panel 
members for the Melbourne 
Hill Road Drainage Scheme 

Dynamic duos acknowledged 
in Australia Day ceremony

Alf and Carole Adins

Cynthia and Gerry Kearney

Glimmer of hope for Wonga Park's 
Village Centre

as well  as  members of the 
committee objecting to the mobile 
phone tower at the Warrandyte 
Recreation Reserve.

Cynthia and Gerry Kearney 
were honoured for their volunteer 
work with Doncare. 

Mrs Kearney volunteers at the 
Op Shop as well as holding a 
voluntary position on the Op 
Shop committee as Treasurer. 

M r  K e a r n e y  i s  p a r t  o f 
Doncare’s depot crew, where 
his commendation noted that 
“he has lifted furniture, sorted 
through mountains of rubbish 
and championed metal recycling 
like no other”. 



International  
Women’s Day
GUEST SPEAKER NOVA PERIS

Thursday 8 March 2018,  
7.00pm to 10.00pm

Manningham Function Centre 
699 Doncaster Road, Doncaster

Tickets $65 per person (includes 2 course meal, wine and guest speaker)

Bookings – www.manningham.vic.gov.au/iwd 
Enquiries – Jenny Horvath  9840 9304

www.warrandyteriversidemarket.com.au

...is up and running for 2018
The first market of the year is this Saturday February 3.

The Warrandyte Riverside Market management committee was awarded the 
Manningham Perpetual Trophy for its service to the local community, presented at 

the Menzies Community Australia Day Awards on Friday January 26.

Second market of the year will be Saturday March 3.
Market hours are 8am-1pm.

Markets will be cancelled if there is an EXTREME or CODE RED fire rating.
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ONE IN THREE women will die of 
heart disease in Australia — that’s 
one woman every hour — yet it is 
80% preventable. 

This is why Warrandyte’s own 
Dr Linda Worrall-Carter founded 
Her Heart in 2015.

As CEO of  Her Heart,  Dr 
Worrall-Carter hopes women 
will take time for their health 
this February and is calling for 
Australian women to look after 
their heart in a different way this 
Valentine’s Day — by getting a 
heart health check from their GP.

Her Heart is a health promotion 
charity and registered not-for-
profit that aims to educate women 
on the risks of heart disease. 

“Many of us make New Year’s 
resolutions about our health, and 
this is a great way to honour that,” 
says Dr Worrall-Carter. 

“Women are often juggling 
so many demands and end up 
putting themselves last on the 
priority list. 

“We’re asking them to put 
themselves first and make time 
for this important health check.”

A heart health check includes 
your GP taking your blood 
pressure, measuring your height 
and weight (BMI), blood glucose 
and cholesterol levels.

Dr Worrall-Carter says getting 
t h e s e  c h e ck s  ca n  i d e nt i f y 
potentially deadly risk factors. 

“90% of women have one risk 
factor and you only need one 
risk factor to have a heart attack,” 
she says.

Women need to know their 
risks but also be aware of the 
symptoms, which are different 
than those experienced by men. 

Women don’t experience a 
typical ‘Hollywood heart attack’ 
with crushing central chest pain 
radiating down their arm. 

Instead, it can start with feeling 
generally tired, unwell and/or 
heaviness in their chest that goes 
up through the jaw. 

They can also experience an 
ache in the arm that radiates 
through to the back and shoulder 
blades and feel short of breath or 
nauseous. 

Even in 2018, heart disease is 
still considered a man’s disease 
and is medically assessed using 
men’s symptoms. 

This has proven fatal  for 
women, who (when eventually 
diagnosed) are referred for fewer 
tests and treatments (such as an 
angiogram) and, post diagnosis, 
the statistics of recovery are 
worse. 

42% of  women who have 
suffered a heart attack die within 
the first year compared with 24% 
of men. 

During recovery, women have 
more depression and are less 
likely to be referred to cardiac 
rehabilitation or prescribed the 
relevant drug therapy.  

Her Heart aims to reduce deaths 
from heart disease by 50% by 
2025. 

“ M o r e  p e o p l e  d i e  f r o m 
heart disease than all cancers 
combined, yet in Australia the 
awareness is low. 

“We want to put heart health on 
women’s radar,” says Dr Worrall-
Carter. 

“It is my belief that through 
informing women about the need 
to look after their heart health, 
we can create a community of 
empowered women who will 
realise that it is necessary to put 
themselves first in order to be 
here for everyone else.”

Her Heart has quickly become 
the go-to-place for women to 
access health and lifestyle advice, 

the latest research and learn 
about the signs of a heart attack 
and how to prevent it. 

“Since launching three years 
ago, we have created a community 
of thousands of women around 
the world,” said Dr Worrall-Carter.

Before starting the charity, Dr 
Worrall-Carter was the Professor 
of Cardiac Nursing at a leading 
Victorian hospital and has been 
widely published in Australian 
and international health literature 
as well as having received funding 
of almost nine million dollars. 

She is a founding member 
of the Australasian College of 
Cardiovascular Nurses and the 
Cardiovascular Nursing Council, 
and one of a small number of 
nurses who has been made a 
Fellow of the Cardiac Society of 
Australia and NZ, based on her 
professional contribution. 

Since establishing Her Heart, 
Dr Worrall-Carter has been 
recognised for her efforts in 
raising awareness about heart 
disease in women at the National 
Female Entrepreneur Awards in 
late 2015, where Her Heart was 
also awarded the Casey Kinnaird 
Community Award. 

An award that recognises that 
this is a global issue and that 
in a relatively short time Her 
Heart has reached over 128 
different countries and gathered 
significant momentum.

On a personal level, Dr Worrall-
Carter has a family history of 
heart disease (father and aunts) 
and urges many family (and 
friends) to become proactive and 
improve their heart health. 

By JAMES POYNER
WARRANDYTE-BASED Marriage Celebrant, 
Lisa Hunt-Wotton was instrumental in 
helping Simone Gemmell and Rebecca 
Lauder become one of the first same-sex 
couples to legally marry in Australia. 

Simone, who attended Warrandyte High 
School, and Rebecca had been engaged 
for three years and were six months into 
planning their commitment ceremony when 
the same-sex plebiscite was held.

The couple told the Diary how delighted 
they were when the same-sex marriage bill 
was finally passed.

“This, to us, felt surreal.
“We didn’t think, with all the controversy, 

that Australia would actually come to the 
game and when they did it was a feeling like 
no other.

“We sat on the couch together, drink 
in hand and just took in what had just 
happened.”

Rebecca went on to discuss how, prior to 
the same-sex marriage bill, she experienced 
frustration in their inability to legally 
proclaim their commitment to each other.

“It was a constant reminder that we were 
different… it felt like our wedding, which 
was important to us, wasn’t as important to 
others because of the law.”

With the bill set to become law on January 
9, Simone, Rebecca and Lisa had a new 
challenge to encounter, the date they had set 
for their original commitment ceremony was 
three days before the law would be passed.

Lisa was determined to make sure the 
couple could do it right, do it once and do 
it on the day they had planned to, so the 
celebrant immediately began studying the 
law to see if there was any way the women 
could legally marry before the bill officially 
came into effect.

“I called the girls and said that there were 
five reasons why the government would 
grant a change of date and that I thought they 
qualified for one of them,” says Lisa.

The couple made multiple trips to Births, 
Deaths and Marriages Victoria and were 
given a decision on December 21, that 

they would be legally allowed to marry on 
January 6.

“It was truly a day we will never forget, a 
moment of sheer excitement,” the couple 
told the Diary.

Simone and Rebecca were married by 
Lisa, in front of all their friends and family, 
in Panton Hill.

“That day will always be the happiest day 
of my life, seeing her smile and signing those 
papers was our special moment for us to 
always have,” says Simone.

Rebecca added, “I’m the happiest I have 
ever been and words will never express what 
the YES vote has done for me, my partner, 
family, friends and children in the future.

“Thank you from the bottom of my heart”.

Photo: SIGRID PETERSEN PHOTOGRAPHY

Celebrating unbounded love Look after your heart this Valentine’s Day

Go to herheart.org  
for more information
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By CHERIE MOSELEN
WARRANDYTE Festival organisers are 
pleased to announce that canoeing 
is back! 

One of the keys in keeping a long-
term community event like the festival 
in the ‘much loved’ category is to 
balance the mix of entertainment.

Canoeing on the Yarra was once a 
popular festival activity that began as 
early as 1979. 

It  delighted festivalgoers  for 
many years, but was phased out of 
the programme due to insurance 
difficulties.

This year, Canoeing Victoria’s 
Pa d d l e Hu b  w i l l  p rov i d e  e a s y 
to paddle, sit-on-top kayaks and 
qualified coaches and instructors over 
the weekend. 

Offering supervised family fun on 
the water for all ages, PaddleHub will 
run hourly from 10:30am–3pm on 
both Saturday and Sunday. (Charges 
apply.)

Roving Entertainment
New this year at the festival, 

Manningham Council  presents 
Polyglot Theatre’s Ants. Polyglot 
Theatre is Australia’s leading creator 
of interactive and participatory theatre 
for children and families. 

Ants  is  an interactive roving 
performance which has giant Ants 
bringing children together in a gentle 
and unusual landscaping project.

The creatures are half ant/half 
human, patrolling nooks and crannies 
in search of food, collecting objects 
and making friends.

You can see the Ants throughout the 
day near the Manningham Council 
tent, help them with their crumbs and 
make your own Ant antennae!

Film Feast
Warrandyte Festival and Striking 

Productions have combined to 
present another riverside staging of 
short films. 

Live music and food will be available 
at Warrandyte Film Feast from 6pm on 
Friday March 16 at the Lounge on the 
Lower Riverbank. 

Screening starts at 8pm.
Opening film Children of Ignorance 

— written, produced and directed 
by volunteer Film Feast co-organiser 
Rosalie Ridler of Striking Productions 
— tells the story of an end of year 
work party. 

There’s a lot going on: eating, drunken 
therapy, gossip and speculation over 
‘Dave’s new mail order bride’ – not to 
mention a catastrophic event.

Starring a talented cast and crew, the 
story tackles racial profiling, sexism 
and prejudice in society.

Also included in this year’s eclectic 
mix, are two shorts written and 
directed by local filmmaker Ryan de 
Rooy. 

Simon is a tragic story about a young, 
socially isolated boy who ventures 
to his local pub to have a drink with 
his best and only friend, Chris, but 
as the night dwindles, conflict arises, 
changing their lives forever.

In music video Dragon Blood, a 
bride, believing the spark in her 
relationship has perished, leaves a 
clue for her husband in the form of a 
cocktail umbrella, with hopes he will 
follow its path and reignite the spark. 

Written and directed with his distinct 
brand of black humour, award-
winning filmmaker Matt Miram’s 
Deep Sea Fishing demonstrates how, 
in the dating world, some people are 
just using the wrong bait!

People’s Choice prizes (sponsored 
by Palace Cinemas and local Internet 
experts Australia Online) will be 
awarded on the night.

Please note: none of the films to 
be exhibited have been classified 
in accordance with the Australian 
Classification Board. 

Content is varied, uncensored and 
may offend some viewers. 

Generally, the films shown earlier in 
the first part of the event have family 
friendly content and are less likely to 
cause offence.

Tickets cost $15 and go on sale from 
February 1 until sold out. 

Contact www.trybooking.com/
TPDU or visit TryBooking and search 
for ‘Warrandyte Festival’. 

Art Show
A l w a y s  p o p u l a r,  t h e  3 4 t h 

Warrandyte/Donvale Rotary Art Show 
hosts its gala champagne opening on 

Friday evening.
Fe st i v i t i e s  t a ke  p la c e  at  t h e 

Warrandyte Community Church on 
Friday March 16 from 7pm–10pm. 

A ticket costs $20 and includes 
supper and refreshments

The Art Show Gala launches a 
weekend-long exhibition of artwork 
by local and interstate artists. 

Weekend viewing of the Art Show 
extends from 9am–8:30pm Saturday 
and 10am–4pm on Sunday. 

Grand Parade
Warrandyte Festival will be held over 

the weekend March 16–18. 
The theme for 2018 is “Streets of 

our Town”. 
Capturing everyone’s imagination 

on Saturday is the Grand Parade, with 
its costumed ensemble of schools, 
kindergartens, community and 
sporting groups gathered on Yarra 
Street to start the colourful walk to 
Stiggants Reserve.

O n Saturday March 17 2018, 
Ringwood-Warrandyte Road/Yarra 
Street, (between Falconer Road and 
Harris Gully Road roundabout) will 
be closed to traffic from 10:30am 
until 12pm.

The parade kicks off at 11am.
As usual, craft and produce market 

stalls will offer home grown, home 
sewn and home made goods.

Program
A full festival program and rundown 

of events will feature in the March 
edition of the Diary. 

For general information, go to www.
warrandytefestival.org

Scouts waterslide, kids’ market, the 
Grand Read. 

Battle of the Bands, billycarts… and 
canoeing! 

Two stages. Great music. 
Be sure you get along to the festival 

that has it all.

Canoeing at the festival… and more!

Polyglot Theatre is assisted by the Australian 
Government through the Australia Council, its 
arts funding and advisory body, the Victorian 
Government through Creative Victoria and the  
City of Melbourne.



Proudly supporting the community since 2002

       sciatica 

      sports injuries 

     frozen shoulder 

    back & neck pain

  headache & migraines

 jaw pain treatment (TMJ)

Shop 2, 90-92 Melbourne Hill Road, Warrandyte (next to Ruby Tuesdays)

Ph 9844 2465
www.osteopathymelbourne.org

Committed local osteopaths, Dr Richard 

Pearce and Dr Sharni Leon established 

practice in Warrandyte in 2002 with a 

vision to provide patients the highest 

quality of Osteopathic care; treating 

“injuries” as well as maintaining the 

“health and wellness” of the body.

We spend longer with you to 
accurately assess, diagnose and treat 
your condition, resulting in fast and 
effective results.

See our website  

for current specials!

New doctors  
now taking new patients

 
Dr Andrew Perrignon

Dr Libby Rochstein 
Dr Esther Ko 

Dr Paul Proimos
Dr Irina Fast

Dr Ashraf Zakhary

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients
OPEN 

Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm
Saturday – 9am to 12pm

Warrandyte  
Consulting Rooms

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943
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WHEN FACED with such a critical issue as 
the world’s mounting waste problem, it seems 
almost a throwaway request to ask one small 
community of festivalgoers to ‘keep it clean’. 

However, Warrandyte Festival organisers are 
asking festival fanatics to employ a cleaner 
conscience during March’s carefree weekend. 

More than 40 years old now, the festival 
is a legacy of the Warrandyte Environment 
League — a group founded in 1972 to act as a 
conservation watchdog in defence of the town’s 
local amenities. 

Warrandyte owes its peaceful village lifestyle 
to the concerted action of many residents 
around that time, who fought to ensure its 
environmental charms weren’t destroyed when 
local council would have introduced ill-suited 
change.

Today, Warrandyte Festival — one of the only 
successful continuous festivals in Australia 
still run without a paid organiser — remains 
true to its humble beginnings, avoiding overt 
commercialisation and activities that do not 
reflect the town’s character.

Each year the festival produces about 35 cubic 
metres of waste. 

Approximately two-thirds is collected for 
recycling but that still leaves 12 cubic metres 
heading to land fill. 

“Our waste management contractors say this 
is a good result compared to other festivals, 

but we’d love to do better,” Warrandyte Festival 
Committee President Jamie Ferguson told the 
Diary. 

“We ensure our wonderful food vendors are 
using recycled or recyclable food packaging and 
this year we are investigating the introduction 
of a composting waste stream to manage food 
scraps and compostable packaging.”

Festival 2018 will also see additional water 
stations on site, so that reusable drink bottles 
will be easier to fill.

Mr Ferguson appealed to festivalgoers to “help 
carry the can” in order to “reduce what we add 
to those already big holes in the ground”.

“Every piece of rubbish that finds its way to a 
bin, every water bottle that gets re-used, makes 
a difference,” he said. “Why not bring your own 
cups, plates and drink bottles to use throughout 
the day, or to the grand final concert?”

Mr Ferguson said he would love to hear from 
anyone who has ideas about how to reduce waste 
over festival weekend. 

“From simple ideas to grand visions, let us 
know your thoughts; we are committed to the 
effort required to make the festival cleaner, but 
we need community support to get the best 
result.”

To contribute ideas on waste reduction, please 
contact Warrandyte Festival Committee at 
info@warrandytefestival.org.au.

Help carry the can!
By CHERIE MOSELEN

Smitten by Anna Stillaman and Mark Matthews, directed by Alastair Rice
Albert by Richard Harris, directed by George Benaca

Little Box of Oblivion by Stephen Bean, directed by Louise Phelan
Philip Glass Buys a Loaf of Bread by David Ives, directed by Caroline Shaw

The theatre will be arranged in table seating — so bring a group of friends  
and eat and drink while you are being entertained. 

Tickets available from Trybooking.com

Warrandyte Theatre Company presents  
a series of One Act Plays



Recently, the Rotary Club of 
Warrandyte/Donvale was 
inspired by talks  given by Fr. 
Jason Micheni, a Rotarian from 
Kenya, along with a committed 
supporter of the wonderful 
project – Milking Cow & Goat 
- Healesville Rotarian, Wilma 
Best. The Healesville Club is 
a longstanding supporter of 
assisting needy people in Kenya. 

Donations help purchase cows, 
goats and infra-structure for 
underprivilaged villagers and their 
orphanage. The milking cows and 
goats are feeding and improving 
the health of both children and 
villagers in the Meru County, Kenya. 

Donations cover water supply and 
fodder, plus vegetables and fruit 
dietary supplements for the children. 
The goats provide four litres of milk a 
day which feeds 10 orphans and the 
grandmother that cares for them.

Sponsorship will assist the project to 
supply more milking cows and goats, 
infrastructure, tools and equipment. 
Donations go directly to this project.
Donations online or by cheque:

RAWCS.org.au. Click on donate, select donate to 
a specific project – Project No. 52, Year 2007-08, 
and enter your details.  Make a cheque out to 
Rotary Australia Overseas Aid Fund and write 
Project No. 52/2007-08 on the back.

Contact Milking Cow & Goat Project 
Manager, Wilma Best:  
wilma.best@bigpond.com  
(03) 5962 4326

A WAY TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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By JO FRENCH
IT’S A CRY that has been heard since 
medieval England when important 
news and announcements have been 
delivered to the general public by an 
elaborately dressed gentleman ringing 
a hand bell as he walks the streets.

He is the town crier and it is his job 
to inform the people of the latest news, 
royal proclamations or other important 
information.

In 1989, The Warrandyte Festival 
Committee decided it was time for a 
town crier to proclaim the opening 
of the festival and so, in 1990 our first 
town crier, David Hogg led the festival 
parade, bellowing to the crowd and 
ringing his bell.

After 14 years of service to the 
community, he handed over the duties, 
the brass bell and costume to Ian Craig, 
who will soon call his 15th festival.

Thinking back over his time in the 
role, David told the Diary, “I have 
fond memories of my time as Town 
Crier, and am delighted that this 
important role continues today in the 
very capable hands of Ian Craig”.

In the lead up to the festival, the Town 
Crier can be heard on the first Saturday 
in March, at the Riverside Market, 
reminding townsfolk that the annual 
festival is drawing near and verily they 
must attend.

On the first day of the festival, the 
ringing bell and the sound of ‘Oyez, 
Oyez, Oyez’ (pronounced ‘oh yay’) 
will be heard above the crowd, as the 
Town Crier introduces the King and 
Queen of the Festival to the people 
of Warrandyte, and delivers their 
proclamation as he leads the parade 
along Yarra Street. 

Commencing the walk from the 
Community Centre to Stiggants 
Reserve, he will call to the bystanders, 

asking all to listen up, for he has 
important news to tell.

And listen you must, for Town Criers 
are protected by the ruling Monarch 
and to heckle or harm a Town Crier is 
considered an act of treason.

Ian enjoys being the Town Crier, and 
says he has combined the role with 
that of the Court Jester, as he enjoys 
interacting with the crowd and having 
fun and a few jokes as he walks along 
issuing the royal decree.

“One of the highlights of the walk is 
number 77, the elaborately decorated 
house towards the end. 

“They put up banners and balloons, 
and gather with their friends and drink 
champagne.

“I usually stop for a chat and enjoy a 
sip of champagne, along with the King 
and Queen,” says Ian.

The Town Crier wears a traditional 
costume, and the one worn today is 
still mostly made up of the original 
one, made by Patty Hogg in 1990, which 
included a long, dark green velvet coat 
with gold braid, a tartan waistcoat, a 
white shirt with lace frills and cuffs and 
scarlet breeches, topped with a black 
tricorne hat.

The costume got a spruce up for the 
2017 Festival, with some new gold 
braid and shiny brass buttons on the 
velvet jacket, a new velvet waistcoat, 
black breeches and a few fine feathers 
in the hat. 

In just a few weeks’ it will be time 
to get the costume out once again, 
smooth the feathers and polish the bell 
for the annual walk down Yarra Street.

When you hear the call be sure to 
give our Town Crier your attention as 
he introduces the King and Queen of 
the 2018 Warrandyte Festival and, on 
their behalf, proclaims the opening of 
the festival.

Oyez, Oyez, Oyez
A history of the town crier

Photo: JO FRENCH



ELECTRICIAN
 Domestic  
 Commercial
 Industrial and Air-

conditioning Installation and 
Maintenance all areas

bradley curtis

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979

NO JOB TOO SMALL
REC no. 6161

All types of  
glass, glazing,  
mirrors, shower 

screens

WARRANDYTE  
GLASS 

Terry Ryan 
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Andrew John
Managing Director

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au

w: fourwallspainting.com.au
call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd
clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

Committed to caring 
for all family pets

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron
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By SANDI MILLER
WITH 60 POTTERS from home and 
abroad, in all different styles, there is 
bound to be something to appeal to all 
tastes at the Warrandyte Pottery Expo.

The expo will be held near the Webb 
Street section of the riverbank on 
February 24 and 25.

It is the brainchild of Warrandyte 
potter Jane Annois, who brought the 
concept from the Potters’ Markets in 
France, 

“I try and keep it following the French 
guidelines, which is: a free event, it has 
to be in a beautiful setting — which 
it is, at Warrandyte of course, on the 
riverbank — and open to all.

“We don’t want any barriers to stop 
people coming in and community 
involvement — we want it to be a very 
welcoming event.”

Jane says part of her criteria is to get 
young innovative potters involved. 

“A lot of people have applied and I 
am limited to sixty stands so I have 
had to be selective and turn people 
away, and the criteria is excellence 
and innovation — good quality work 
basically.” 

The expo will welcome a range of 
local and international artists. 

“We have potters from rural Victoria, 
and a lot from the Melbourne suburbs, 
as well as Tasmanian potters and one 
from NSW,” she said.

On the local front, there are many 
regular potters from Eltham and 
Research and the Stonehouse Gallery 
Co-op have four potters participating. 

There will be many new faces, some 
vying for the Michael Hallam INCA 
award (Innovative New Ceramics) 
which is sponsored by the Warrandyte 
Riverside Market.

While the Lions Club will give an 
award for the best presented stand.

Given the expo’s roots, each year 
European artists are invited to 
participate.

French potter, Jean Marc Plantier, 
will be attending this year to exhibit 
his work in raku.

“He is from a small country town 
near Lyon in the Rhone Alps and he 
will come out again next year and be 
joined with other potters from that 
region,” said Jane.

Kids and adults alike can participate 
in pottery based activities. 

“Collingwood based Slow Clay 
Centre, will be running workshops 
in ceramics by professional potters 
– for potters and non-potters alike,” 
she said.

For the children, Manningham 
Council is running classes in hands-
on clay making, in conjunction with 
Clayworks. 

“Clayworks provide the clay and 
colours and Manningham provide 
teachers and tutors to work with the 
kids and the kids get to take things 
home — and it is all free — the kids 
really like it,” she said. 

The Pottery Expo is not all just about 
ceramics, the event also provides great 
food and music.

The Warrandyte Community Bank is 
sponsoring some local musicians who 
will perform during the event. 

“This year we have two local bands, 
Black Cat Bone, … a blues soul funk 
band who will be playing on the 
Saturday – and a young band out of 
Warrandyte High called Sideglance 
w h o  w i l l  p e r f o r m  o n  S u n d a y 
afternoon,” Jane told the Diary.

“We have food stands run by our very 

own Stephan le Grand of Warrandyte, 
and not only will he have his crepes but 
he will also have salads, and there will 
be a coffee stand”. 

The event is doing what it can to 
reduce waste with potters providing 
cups and plates which can be 
purchased to use with your coffee or 
French inspired food as you wander 
around the market.

Volunteers will be running two 
stands, one called “Cups to Go!” and 
the other, “Plates to Go!”

Each artist will produce cups that are 
indicative of their work which will then 
be available for purchase at the Cups 
to Go! stand.

You get to choose your cup — buy the 
cup — get your coffee — and then head 
over to see that stand and hopefully 
there will be other things you like. 

“We have decided to do the same 
thing with plates, which cuts down on 
waste,” she said.

“The volunteers will be able to 
explain that this one is in porcelain 
and this one is earthenware and they 
are from stand 35 over there, so they 
will be able to direct them”. 

On Saturday night there will be a 
dinner, provided by Nardee Indian 
restaurant for only $15 per head, and 
diners can purchase wine from Rob 
Dolan for $20 per bottle. 

Everyone is welcome to attend, but 
bookings are required to ensure your 
place at the table.

Parking is always an issue around 
events in Warrandyte, so organisers 
are encouraging locals to use public 
and active transport to get to the Expo. 

Although keep in mind how you are 
going to get those new big pots home.

The Warrandyte Pottery Expo is back for its 18th year



SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
 • Taxation Return Preparation
 • Electronic Lodgement Service
 • Accounting & Business Consultants

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490  
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L  W O R K  G U A R A N T E E D

Licensed Roof Plumbers

Industrial, Commercial, Domestic

DAMIEN NOTT 
0438 537 773

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS

Thinking of advertising? 
Call Briony 9844 0555 
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Old Blokes
By FRANK CAHILL

 Some of us old blokes are funny sorts of creatures  

I’ve noticed that with most of my features
Like my jaw has surely sunk

Whilst my nose has gotten longer
The glasses that I wear are the only things getting stronger

It’s like they all went out together and got really really drunk
Laid out in the rain

And now they’ve all sorter shrunk
I haven’t really got a bum

 Just an extension from my legs to my back  

A little bit like putting feet on a push bike rack
My arms are skinny my shoulders narrow and I don’t have a chest

My wife even turns the lights off when I’m getting undressed
My other parts well I won’t talk about them, it fills me with dread

It’s not right to talk about the unemployed and even more so about the dead
 Hairs a problem, as we age, to “shave” we start at our toes  

Up into our ears across our face and then up our nose.  

Flatulence or wind is also a concern for many of us older male  

It seems that some of us leave a constant vapour trail
There’s one thing in my favour and I think it’s quite rare

I think I’m getting taller cos my heads coming through my hair
I’ve got that many plastic bits that when I die, those that gather won’t be the Arty Farty

There’ll be a toss-up whether to bury me or hold a Tupperware party.

By SANDI MILLER
DIARY CARTOONIST Paul 
“Cyril” Williams has just had 
his most recent book Frontier 
Forts Under Fire: The Attacks 
on Fort William Henry (1757) 
and Fort Phil Kearney, (1866) 
published and believes he 
has discovered who should 
be blamed for a bungle which 
saw a detachment of soldiers 
ambushed by two thousand 
Indians. 

A far cry from his comic 
stylings you regularly see 
in these pages, the deeply-
researched historical book 
delves into the sieges and 
resultant massacres that take 
place in two conflicts during 
the first hundred years of North 
American colonisation.

The book, Frontier Forts 
Under Fire, examines Fort 
William Henry and Fort Phil 
Kearny, both military outposts 
of the North American frontier. 

Both lasted only about two 
years from construction until 
their walls went up in flames, 
and both saw what were 
termed “massacres” by Indians 
outside their walls. 

The first half of the book deals 
with the Seven Years’ War and 
the British and French battle 
over Fort William Henry, each 
side is aided by various Indian 
warrior tribes who are often a 
law unto themselves. 

W h e n  m u c h  n e e d e d 
reinforcements fail to bolster 
the besieged British force, the  
superior French forces look 
for a rapid end to the standoff.

“Montcalm assessed the 
situation. 
The best outcome 

for him would, of 
course, be an early 
capitulation by Munro, 
saving much hard work 
in moving artillery and 
digging entrenchments. 
One of his aids, 
Captain Fontbrune, 
under a flag of truce, 
advanced with a small 
party towards the enemy 
carrying a letter from 
Montcalm to Munro: 
“I have this morning 
invested your place 
with a numerous army, 
a superior artillery 
and all the savages 
from the higher parts 
of the country; the 
cruelty of which, a 
detachment of your 
garrison have lately 
too much experienced. 
I am obliged, in 
humanity, to desire 
them to surrender your 
fort. I have it yet in 
my power to restrain 
the savages and obliged 
them to observe the 
capitulation, as 
hitherto none of them 
have been killed, which 
will not be in my in 
other circumstances: 
and your insisting on 
defending your fort, 
can only retard the 
loss of it for a few 
days."

Pau l  s ay s  h e  u s e d  t h e 
journals of the French and 
English officer as a basis for 
reconstructing the battles in the 
book, and that representation 
of the indigenous protagonists 
was much more difficult.

“The indigenous tribes were 
a bit hard to pin down because 

they had no written language… 
so it is more accurate to stick 
to the journals of the people 
involved and bring out the 
Indian point of view as much 
as possible,” he said.

The massacre which came at 
the conclusion of the siege was 
a violation by the Indians of the 
surrender terms, however, says 
Paul, “the French didn’t police 
it, and that is a bit of a puzzle 
as to why Montcalm was so 
slack – the Indians gave good 
notice when they killed all of 
the wounded before the march 
had even started out of the fort”.

The massacre at Fort William 
Henry was opportunistic on the 
part of the Indians, however 
the second half of the book 
outlines a battle during the 
Red Clouds War 100 years later, 
where the Indians took the 
initiative at Fort Phil Kearney, 
leading to the only war Indian’s 
won during the Frontiers wars.

Paul explains: “The whites 
built a wagon road to get to the 
Montana goldfields … and built 
forts without the permission 
of the Indians…the Indians 
attacked rather efficiently …
they lured these troops out 
from Fort Phil Kearney, [who 
came out] in contravention of 
their orders, 2000 Indians were 
waiting for 80 soldiers, what 
hope did they have – it was a 
carefully laid ambush and it 
worked beautifully.

“As I outline in the book, I 
think I have nutted out what 
exactly happened and who was 
responsible – for the first time 
ever,” he said.

\ [
“I seem to have a knack 

for coming up with fresh 

revelations,” said Paul. 
“The most prominent being 

a love affair and resulting 
blackmail, revealed in my 2015 
book, The Last Confederate 
Ship at Sea.

This is his fourth military 
history book with American 
academic publisher McFarland 
and Co. 

Paul’s first history book 
was Matthew Brady & Ned 
Kelly: Kindred Spirits, Kindred 
Lives, published by Australian 
Scholarly Publishing in 2007. 

Paul says being an Australian 
w r i t i n g  ab o u t  A m e r i ca n 
military history would have 
been impossible only a decade 
or so ago, but the internet 
has  al lowed a  wealth of 
information to be available to 
anyone who seeks it.

“You can sit there in any 
part of the world and all these 
primar y documents have 
been put on the web by the 
universities and so on – it is 
fantastic,” he said.

His books published in the 
United States have covered 
such topics as the 1879 South 
African Zulu War, Custer’s 
Last Stand, the Battle of the 
Alamo and the dramatic events 
that occurred in Melbourne 
in 1865 with the arrival of 
the Confederate warship CSS 
Shenandoah.

Pa u l ’s  n e x t  b o o k ,  d u e 
o u t  t o w a rd s  t h e  e n d  o f 
2018, explores prominent 
Confederate guerrillas of the 
American Civil War.

His books are available online 
from Amazon.com and other 
outlets worldwide. 

Local historian solves American frontier mystery
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FOR THIS MONTH’S nature column, we will once again 
promote the amazing natural wonders on our doorstep and 
showcase some of the wonderful photographers which live 
and work in Warrandyte.

Thanks again to the Warrandyte Nature Facebook group 
for supplying the images.

Warrandyte’s  natural beauty

Photo: YASMIN MAXWELL

Photo: MICHELLE FROST

Photo: ANDREW FRANCIS

Photo: TIM HOWELL

Photo: THOMAS HUDEC



Welcome to Alexi and 
Rachel joining Rebecca

Phone
(03) 9844 1566

Online Bookings
Now Available

WARRANDYTEPHYSIO.COM.AU

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
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A LOT OF HISTORY is the answer.
Browse any local map and it will 

reveal the original street layout as 
well as evidence of people, places, 
ownership and uses, many long 
disappeared.

People may be surprised to learn 
that many aspects of the town’s 
past can be explored through its 
street names.

Remarkably, there are few 
Aboriginal street names on the map 
apart from the name of Warrandyte 
itself.

This name was once thought to 
mean “warran” (to throw) and 
“dyte” (the target aimed at).

However, more recent 
interpretations draw from the 
Wurundjeri Dreamtime story of 
Bunjil the eagle, who hurls down 
a star to punish his people for 
wrongdoing, which created a gorge.

Bunjil’s people referred to it as 
Warrandyte, speculated to mean 
“that which is thrown”. 

While Taroona Avenue’s local 
aboriginal meaning is not known, 
in Tasmania Taroona means 
shellfish.

Koornong means small in 
the Gunditjmarama aboriginal 
language, and Weeroona means 
resting place in Wurundjeri.

The discovery of gold in 1851 
shaped the township and its streets 
over the latter part of the 19th 
century.

Gold gullies such as Beauty Gully, 
Whipstick Gully and Harris Gully 
now have roads named after them.

Pigtail Road is the last remaining 
vestige of the Pigtail Quartz Mining 
Company and reef.

Tunnel Road led to Geraghty’s 
mine.

Gold Memorial Road passes 
the cairn erected in 1935 to 
commemorate the finding of gold 
by Louis Michel and his party in 
1851 resulting in the first officially 
declared goldfield (the Victoria 
Field) in the new colony of Victoria.

Brackenbury Street was 
named after Walter Charles 
Brackenbury, who was an Assistant 
Commissioner of Crown Lands.

Stiggant Street is named 
for the Stiggants family, long 
term landowners, miners and 
orchardists.

Other streets — Keen, Russell, 
Hogan, Betton, Sloan and Harding 
— are all named after early mining 
families who settled in the area.

Some of our streets are named 
after places, Castle Road led to a 

house known locally as the Castle 
— built by Walter Russell in 1912 
using early lathe technology.

Cemetery Road leads to the 
Andersons Creek Cemetery where 
the first recorded burial was in 
1867.

An early belief that the land was 
auriferous (containing gold) led to 
a good attendance at early funerals.

Koornong Crescent provides a 
tangible reminder of Koornong 
School, a progressive education 
facility run in the 1940s by Clive 
and Janet Nield.

Pound Road is one of the oldest 
roads in the township.

Pounds were very important in 
the early days of the colony when 
land tenure was confused, fencing 
scarce and livestock straying was 
common.

Warrandyte’s pound was 
established in June 1854 and its 
history is intertwined with the 
Hutchinson family, pound keepers 
for over a century.

Hutchinson Avenue is a reminder 
of their tenure. 

Some names are self-explanatory 
such as Yarra Street, West End 
Road, Research and Kangaroo 
Ground Road.

Some reference creeks, such as 
Jumping Creek Road and Stony 
Creek Road.

Then there are commemorative 
names such as Anzac Road and 
Sulva Road.

The Australian and New Zealand 
Army Corps (formed in Egypt 
in 1915) took part in the iconic 
Gallipoli campaign.

An ambitious, though failed, 
attempt was made to break the 
deadlock by invading Suvla Bay, 
Turkey.

There are subdivisions with their 
own special street names.

In 1928 there was the riverside 
subdivision close to the Yarra 
River where the new streets were 
somewhat unimaginatively called, 
First, Second and Third Street.

In the 1960s Alan Croxford, 
then Chairman of the Melbourne 
Metropolitan Board of Works 
subdivided his farming property 
bounded by the main road, Pound 
Road and West End Road.

Its street names reflect Mr 
Croxford and his five daughters’ 
given names (Alan Place, Maree, 
Carol and Diane Courts and Judith 
and Lynette Avenues).

Another subdivision off Harris 
Gully Road chose more local 

themes for its street network such 
as Pick’n Pan Way, Fossickers Way 
and Mopoke Hill Road. 

Many streets are named after 
prominent past residents.

On the south side of the river 
these include James Anderson who, 
in 1839, established his cattle run 
on land close to the creek to which 
he bequeathed his name as well as 
a street and a school.

Tills Drive (formerly Selby Lane 
which itself was named for Captain 
Selby, a prominent local mining 
landowner) recalls John Till, a 
mine manager for the Caledonia 
Mine, one of the most successful 
local mines in the early part of the 
20th century.

Everard Drive was built in the 
1930s Depression years as part 
of a scheme for boosting local 
employment and named for local 
State parliamentarian William H. 
Everard.

Tindals Road was named for Alf 
and Jim Tindal who owned land 
there in the late 1800s. 

Trezise Street commemorates the 
Trezise hotelier family who bought 
the Grand Hotel in 1908.

On the northern side of the river 
the same pattern emerges.

The Kruse family name appears 
throughout the history of the town.

They built and ran the Wine Bar 
(now Folkart).

Osborne Road was named for 
Professor Osborne and family who 
spent their holidays at Lowestoft, 
an idyllic riverside retreat.

Others remind us of prominent 
citizens and families such as 
Hawkes, Bloom, Glynn and 
Bradley.

It is impossible to cover all the 
stories behind Warrandyte’s street 
names in this article. 

Also some origins are either not 
known or are, as yet, undiscovered.

But those we know of reflect a 
rich and interesting past.

Some of Warrandyte’s street 
names came about through 
common usage; others 
commemorate people, places or 
events.

They form a significant insight 
into the township’s interesting and 
important past. 

The streets of our town will 
feature in an exhibition at the 
museum in Yarra Street throughout 
festival weekend. 

Come, pick up a brochure and 
explore the origins of your street 
name.

You may be surprised!

What's in a Warrandyte street name? 
By VALERIE POLLEY

Diary superstar Briony Bottarelli slid 
this great pic across the desk recently:

“Mr Roo has firmly settled into his 
new home - our home - not far off 
being inside!

“We have supplied him with a money 
box in the hope that he will be able to 
afford his own place one day.

“He is the third old male roo to have 
made himself comfortable.

“Seems to be the only males I can 
attract!”

eye spy

editor@warrandytediary.com.au  
'eye spy' in the subject heading



Please view website for further information 

www.oakdalefunerals.com.au             24hr contact - 9726 8724
AFFORDABLE LILYDALE CEMETERY CREMATION/CHAPEL PACKAGE
CREMATIONS  –  BURIALS  –   RELIGIOUS SERVICES  -   MEMORIAL SERVICES

PROVIDING CHOICE & EXCELLENCE IN FUNERAL CARE 

What is an Osteopath?

We are university trained professionals who
 utilise our skills to diagnose, treat and 

manage musculoskeletal disorders.

 We recognise the important link between the 
structure and function of the body.

 Employing a variety of techniques, Osteopaths work on 
the soft tissues, joints, skeleton, organs and

 connective tissues of the body.

1O2 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte    
9844 O556    

themovementjoint.com.au
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THERE IS NOTHING quite 
l ike the raw acceleration 
power of an electric motor, 
with immediate 100% torque 
straight off the line.

If you haven’t felt it before, 
now is the best time ever to have 
your chance.

On Sunday February 18, 
Australia’s largest event focused 
on Electric Vehicles (EVs) will 
take place in Port Melbourne. 

This is the fifth time the 
annual event has been run, with 
previous EV Expos attracting 
over 3000 people. 

This one is predicted to be 
much larger, with much more 
on offer for guests to learn 
about and experience.

The new venue has been 
chosen to allow a strong 
focus on ‘Feeling the EV Grin’, 
meaning people can test drive 
cars, bikes, scooters, and other 
vehicles, in the safety of closed 
circuit tracks.

Alongside the track will be 
various retailers of the different 
vehicles available to be ridden 
and driven, who will be able to 
show you how they work and 
answer your questions. 

A variety of electric cars will 
be exhibited, including many 
of the factory models previously 
and currently available in 
Australia.

A large range of electric bikes 
of all shapes and sizes, some 
with over-powered motors and 
long-range batteries (including 
some from Warrandyte’s own 
REV-Bikes), will be available 
to try.

In addition, there will be 
a diverse range of one-off 
custom vehicles on display, in 

Australia’s only ALL-ELECTRIC 
Show’N’Shine competition.  

This will showcase creative 
and innovative vehicles such as 
a pure solar car, a home-made 
Batpod replica, a converted 
Capri ,  and hopefully  the 
authentic vintage 1917 Detroit 
electric car we’ve seen attend in 
previous years. 

A description of the vehicles 
is provided by the owners for 
the public to read, including the 
power and range specifications, 
and the vehicles are judged 
while competing for prestigious 
rosettes. 

There will also be demo laps 
done by many of these vehicles 
throughout the day.

To satisfy the community’s 
thirst for knowledge about the 
emerging technology in EV’s, 
there will be a diverse seminar 
series, where experts deliver 
presentations on a range of 
topics, from introductory level 
to technical.

One very special international 
guest is Eva Hakansson, who 
designed and built the fastest 
electric motorcycle on the 
planet (400+km/h), and she 
also raced it herself (what a 
woman!). 

Another  World Record-
holding special guest is Alan 
Johnson, who converted his 
4WD to full solar-powered 
electric and drove across the 
Simpson Desert last year.

The vehicle will be on display, 
and he will be alongside it to 
answer your questions.

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  m o r e 
technical presentations also, on 
various aspects of the vehicles, 
the industry, and potential 

incentives our government 
could be offering to increase 
the uptake of EV’s in Australia.

The goal of the EV Expo 
is to demystify this exciting 
and sustainable technology, 
which is indisputably coming 
to disrupt the existing status 
quo; the unnecessary burning 
of fossil fuels for personal 
transportation.

T h e  o r g a n i s e r s  a i m  t o 
empower consumers to make 
informed decisions in their next 
choice of vehicle, and prompt 
governments to take action to 
encourage faster uptake of EV’s.

Other countries are already in 
the middle of this revolution, 
t h a n k s  t o  p r o g r e s s i v e 
governments encouraging early 
adopters through financial 
incentives. 

Norway already has more 
than 20% of new car sales being 
pure electric (and over 50% 
are electric/hybrid), a result 
stemming from decisions made 
as far back as 1990 to eliminate 
i mp o r t  t a xe s  o n  e l e c t r i c 
vehicles, making them cost 
comparable to similar petrol 
and diesel vehicles. 

Until they have the target 
50,000 zero emission vehicles 
on the road, Norwegians also 
enjoy free parking, free toll 
travel, and are able to use bus 
lanes...all policies started back 
in the 90’s.

Currently in Australia, we only 
have about 4000 electric cars on 
the road, a mere 0.1% of new 
car sales. 

The main barriers to buying an 
electric car are around the price 
(higher than petrol equivalents, 
although much lower ongoing 

costs), battery range per charge 
(most models are about 200-
300kms per charge) and the 
limited infrastructure available 
out there for charging (although 
there are more power points 
around than petrol stations, 
and charging normally happens 
while the user sleeps).

So, I think the main barriers are 
really a lack of understanding, 
and the upfront cost.

The EV Expo aims to address 
the first point directly, and 
the second point by engaging 
government in conversation. 

“A global revolution in electric 
vehicles is underway and with 
the right preparation, planning 
a n d  p o l i c i e s,  Au s t ra l i a n 

consumers are set to be the 
big beneficiaries,” said Federal 
Environment and Energy 
Minister Josh Frydenberg. 

In his recent opinion piece, 
the Minister pointed to what 
needs to happen to increase 
the uptake of EV’s here in 
Australia, but fell obviously 
short of actually committing to 
any incentives being rolled out 
by the Turnbull government. 

So why did he write this piece? 
I think something is coming.
W i t h  t h e  m a j o r  a u t o 

manufacturing industry now 
officially over in Australia 
(perhaps due to a lack of 
investment in future markets), 
there is little reason not to 

encourage the importing of 
cleaner vehicles over dirtier 
ones.

Watch this space for breaking 
news, hopefully soon.

The Electric Vehicle Expo 
2018 will  be held at the 
Melbourne International 
Karting Complex, just near 
the West Gate Bridge, 5kms 
from the CBD.  

Entry is free, and the event 
will run from 9am–4:30pm 
on Feb 18. 

Electric vehicles are coming to Melbourne
By RevBECCA LEE

the green edge

More details at:  
www.evexpo.org.au



MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC
A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning 

muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!
Suite 3, 35-37 Drysdale Road, Warrandyte  9844 5495

Checkout our reviews on Facebook

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

Award-winning Audiology Hearing Clinic
Shop 5, 90 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte

4th Anniv-EAR-sary Celebration!

CALL 9844 5863 NOW

We’ve been helping hundreds of locals with
their ears and hearing health for 4 years now

You can enjoy hearing your best too
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A gardener’s guide to beating the heat
By KATHY GARDINER

gardening

WELL AFTER A Summer (so far) 
of exceptional weather... days of 20 
something degrees, with the following 
days topping the high 30s into the 
40s, from high winds that brought 
down trees and wires to unbelievable 
devastating hail storms, the gardens 
of Warrandyte have had to put up 
with a lot. 

The garden starts to wilt, as do the 
birds and I.

It is a time of protecting, preparing, 
nurturing and relaxing. 

The pardalotes have decided that my 
old decorative wheelbarrow is their 
home of choice. 

Large beetles are sheltering from the 
heat under old bags of concrete and 
the frogs think that the water feature 
has been installed only for them. 

The kangaroos are coming right up 
onto the back lawn to drink from the 
concrete water bowl and old rusty 
bath, but they need to share it with 
the copious number of native wasps 
and resident bees who frequent the 
watering holes.

We have four hives on our five acres, 
but the bees obviously range far and 
wide and are not bothered with the 
tumbling down barbed wire fence that 
defines our plot. 

It’s fascinating to watch the bees 
come to and fro. 

Crepe myrtles, grafted gums and 
buddleias are all bee magnets at this 
time of year.

We are rewarded with jars of yellow 
box honey for our minimal effort in 
keeping bees. 

I like to think of February as the 
month that you get to take some time 
to relax a bit in the garden. 

To rest under the spreading branches 
of gums, elms or oaks that you have 
lovingly tended through the year.

Hang a hammock between two 

trunks, pitch the tent or just spread a 
rug underneath. 

But those with vegetable gardens 
know that there is no rest, and that at 
this time of the year they need constant 
watering, either with automated 
watering systems or with the hand-
held hose in the cool of the morning. 

Mu l c h i n g ,  c u t t i n g  b a c k  a n d 
harvesting crops will take a lot of time, 
but the benefits of a salad harvested 
completely from your own patch is 
something to be proud of.

Tomatoes (I currently have millions 
of honey pot tomatoes), lettuces, corn, 
zucchinis, cucumbers, capsicums, 
beetroot, broccoli and beans are 
all ready to harvest now, leaving 
us with cane baskets full of our  
summer bounty. 

Herbs might be looking a little 
ratty this month but, along with the 
lavender, they are a joy to cut back as 
you will have a beautiful au naturale 
perfume from brushing against the 
rosemary, basil, oregano and sage. 

My sage is still flowering well and 
fills the garden with bees and colour. 

It is lovely to integrate the herbs all 
through the garden beds not just in 
the vegetable garden and large tubs of 
lavender are always gorgeous. 

Now is the time to lift and divide your 
bearded irises. 

It isn’t a hard job and easy to do in 
the morning when it is cooler or after 
a summer shower. 

Dig up the rhizomes with a fork 
trying not to disturb the roots. 

Break the rhizomes apart and replant 
the healthy or plump looking ones, 
watering them in well. 

Spread some compost or cow 
manure around them but make sure 
not to bury them too deeply, they like 
to be planted right on the surface of 
the soil, much like belladonna lilies 

By CHEWY
WARRANDYTE Joey Scouts have made 
a new friend, Bella the 3.5 metre carpet 
python.

Joey Scouts hosted WildlifeXposure, a 
live interactive native animal incursion, 
who brought along a range of animals 
for the Joeys to learn about, pat and 
hold. 

Some Joeys were rather hesitant at 
first, but all overcame their initial fear to 
hold a possum, lorikeet, lizard, saltwater 
crocodile (baby) and Bella. 

The night’s activities formed part of 
the Joey Scout program that, for our 
youngest scouts, nurtures a deeper 
understanding of the world around 
them, with a growing awareness of their 
surroundings and nature. 

Warrandyte Joey Scouts is open to 
children from five to seven years old and 
meets Tuesdays at 5:45pm. 

If you have a child who may be interested, 
you can contact us via our Facebook page 
(facebook.com/warrandytescouts) or drop 
in to see us in action. 

Warrandyte Joey Scouts get a slithery surprise learning about nature

Photos: KATHY GARDINER

or ladies-in-waiting which will be 
beginning to flower in March.

February is a time to move quietly 
through the garden and tick off jobs, 
but just take it easy.

Plants will not appreciate harsh 
pruning after a high temperature/high 
wind day. 

Roses could be trimmed, mulched 
and fed but also take the time to 
appreciate the last of the summer 
blooms or even the dried petals before 
they drop to the ground. 

Liquid fertilizer in an old-fashioned 
metal watering can is a relaxing job to 
do as well and the plants will greatly 
appreciate the little pep up drink.

Watering by hose, though relaxing, 
generally means you are under 
watering anyway. 

Sometimes gardeners underestimate 
how much time, with the hose in the 
hand, is needed for sufficient water to 
soak into the ground to water the roots. 

Make sure you water directly onto the 
base of the plant until it forms a pond 
and then move onto the next plant. 

A couple of years ago when choosing 
a new hose, I was advised to buy a large 
diameter hose which delivers more 
water than narrower hoses. 

The fittings to a nozzle are the same 
but you will need new fittings on  
the tap. 

I love mine but still love the watering 
can. 

With the fire danger warning still 
coming often you should consider the 
hoses, fittings and watering cans you 
have around the garden and consider, 
when you next head to the garden 
centre, whether you should replace the 
plastic in the garden for brass or metal. 

Obviously, it is more expensive but 
essential in a bushfire-prone area. 

Make sure you buy some metal 
buckets while you are there – and have 
them filled with water just in case. 

If you have a branch sitting in them 
the local birds will appreciate the water 
when you are not using them. 



CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely in style & comfort. 
Airport  transfer, parties, weddings. 
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6 
passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801.

PORT DOUGLAS By The Beach 
100m 2 Self Contained Units Pool 
spa 2 bed unit & 1 bed with spa 
BBQ area car space. kvanscoy@
tpg.com.au Call 0409 359 240.

DIARY  
MINI ADS

Mindful movement through 
DRU Yoga

'Yoga for everyone and every body’
Term 1 start Jan 29
Mon1.30 – 2.45pm 

Wed 11.45am – 1pm

Classes held at  
Bhava Yoga & Dance Centre, 
5a West End Road, Warrandyte

To book call Diana on

0419 002 139

At Lavrin & Lawrence Orthodontics, our husband and wife Specialist Orthodontists look forward to providing 
your family with personalised orthodontic care.

Children, teens and adults welcome
Traditional braces, Invisalign and Invisalign for Teens

9846 3811   
Templestowe & Melbourne     
www.lavrinortho.com.au

No referral necessary
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WHEN I WAS twelve, there were stories 
in my head and I thought I’d write a 
book one day. 

I thought I would sit down at a large, 
polished oak desk and write with a 
fountain pen and every day it would 
grow and one day it would be finished. 

I’m much older now, there are still 
stories in my head and I do write 
almost every day, but the fountain pen 
is no longer part of the picture.

I can’t quite remember when it 
started, but it became part of daily life 
approximately eight years ago, around 
the same time as I had my son. 

As I muddled through being the 
mother of a little one again, my 
phone became my notebook, and 
Facebook became the platform for my 
storytelling. 

For me and for over 400 million 
other users.

Ever y post  was a  mini-stor y, 
microblogging they call it. 

It’s usually only a line or two and 
often has a photo to boost it along. 

With my family spread across 
several states, this allowed us an easy 
connection. 

With a tap and flick, I could scroll 
and find out what everyone was up to. 

They could watch my son grow up, 
photo by photo.

Over time, more of my friends 
became users.

The photos were of our lunch and our 
lattes and we learnt the art of extending 
an arm and taking a photo of ourselves.

My life was documented on screen. 
My friends all knew where I went to 

eat and play and who I was with. 
Every social gathering had a photo 

and a check-in.  
Then there was keeping track of what 

others were doing. 
I learnt to scroll with one hand. 
School lunches were taking longer 

to make with stories of friends 
and holiday photos, news, recipes, 

parenting blogs, invitations to parties 
and ideas for gifts, and a countdown 
to Christmas literally at my fingertips.

As our kids grew up, my friends and I 
photographed them and posted online, 
we liked, we loved, we commented and 
we shared.

Canadian friends watched my son 
grow up, people I don’t know watched 
my son grow up.  

I started to think about how far 
reaching this network was that I was 
woven in to.

One morning, I was standing in 
my kitchen with the top shelf of the 
dishwasher half unpacked, phone in 
my hand, distracted mid-task, when my 
son took these thoughts to a new level. 

He  wa s  st a n d i ng  b e si d e  m e ; 
repeatedly calling my name, trying to 
get my attention. 

Dragging myself away from my 
newsfeed, it took me a moment to 
register what he was saying.

“Mum, is that photo of me on 
Facebook?” 

There was a deep frown across his 
forehead.

“How do you know what Facebook 
is?” I asked, surprised, and his 
response was very matter-of-fact.

“It’s the internet Mum, and you are 
on it all the time.”

I was speechless and wide-eyed.
I didn’t know he knew what Facebook 

was, and while I was still standing there 
looking at him he asked me to delete 
the photo. 

“I just don’t want photos of me on 
the internet”, he said firmly and walked 
away.

He was six.
Facebook.
It allows me to keep in touch with 

friends all around the world, and next 
door. 

I can upload photos and video, send 
messages and shop anywhere in the 
world. 

I am a member of closed groups and 
public pages. 

I can create an event, invite guests 
and track RSVPs. 

I can see who of my contacts are 
online and say “Hi” if I want. 

My comments are loaded in real-
time and a response often comes 
within seconds. 

It’s my time filler, my time waster and 
my constant distraction.

It’s been likened to a cocaine hit. 
We like to be liked.
It’s called dopamine and it’s critical 

in all sorts of brain functions. 
It affects our moods, our attention, 

our motivation. 
It controls our “pleasure” systems 

and makes us feel enjoyment. 
It causes us to be curious and search 

for more information. 
We like it so much it causes us to seek 

more, and so we do. 
The instant rewards from Facebook 

and other social media platforms 
keep us in the loop of pleasure seeking 
and ‘hits’.

Short bursts of information that raise 

our curiosity powerfully stimulate our 
dopamine system.

It becomes harder and harder to stop 
searching, checking and posting. 

I wake and check overnight activity 
as easy as I once hit the snooze button, 
and the back lit screen has taken the 
place of my bedside lamp and a good 
book.

That little blue icon seems to pull me 
with an invisible rope and notifications 
fill my screen.

I deleted it once… but then I missed 
out on drinks with friends.

Scroll. Swipe. Love. Like.

Son-of-Kev: The legend lives on

By JO FRENCH

corner of my eye

By KATRINA BENNETT

much ado

Nothing says Aussie summer more 
than a beer and a barbie on the deck, 
surrounded by gum trees and your 
mates. 

If you’re lucky enough to live in our 
fair suburb bisected by the Yarra, then 
you can probably add a few snakes, a 
half-dozen cashed up hippies and a 
couple of kookaburras.

Yes, let’s discuss dacelo novaeguineae.
Our chortlelicious feathered friend. 
The laughing kookaburra, known 

also as the kingfisher. 
I’ve lived on the banks of the Yarra 

for a few years now and not once have 
I seen these jokers of the bush fish a 
king out the river. 

Although, if recent photos are 
accurate, our king in all but name, 
Prince Phillip, looks like he’s just been 
fished out of somewhere.

But my personal favourite name for 
these fiendish feathered rapscallions 
is the laughing jackass. 

The name conjures up images of 
toothless locals from the dirt farm, 

Idaho or a schoolie returning from the 
Gold Coast.

Now, don’t go thinking of me as some 
sort of amateur ornithologist. 

Of course, not to be confused with an 
orthodontist, although, like the damn 
kookaburras, they also laugh when 
they see me coming. 

Think of me more as an overcooked 
snag that the local kookaburra 
population has their beady eyes on.

They’ve always had their eyes on me. 
Just three years ago, I credited Kev, 

the tame patriarch of my property’s 
bird population for saving my life. 

Yes, you read correct. 
Saved.
My.
Life. 
Kev had seen a few summers I reckon. 
He was a bit scrawny and missing 

a few feathers but my little friend 
faithful ly  fol lowed me around 
whenever I cut the grass. 

One day, when I was nearing the end 
of pushing my lawn mower around 

for six kilometres in 40 degrees, Kev 
wacked me clean in the ear with his 
beak and growled as he swooped past.

Startled, I looked down and froze 
with my foot approximately two 
centimetres above a coiled tiger snake.

Needless to say Kev didn’t have to 
follow me anymore, he got to sit on the 
handle of the lawnmower and casually 
flutter down to the ground whenever 
he spied a tasty morsel in the grass.

But like all living legends his time 
eventually came and he became a 
legend.

Fast forward three years and the son 
of Kev is now a grown up. 

With his cocky strut and punk hairdo, 
he heads up the local avian chapter 
now. 

Like all younger generations he 
wants to do things differently. 

Mums and dads are soooo lame.
The minutest click from the BBQ 

starter button sends a ripple through 
the trees as Son-of-Kev and his mates 
desert the skate park, leaving their West 

End fish and chips for the pigeons. 
By the time we attempt to sit down 

and eat, we are surrounded on all 
sides. 

One by one my brave family slink 
away with their dinner plate to the 
sanctuary of indoors, heads tucked in 
their t-shirts. 

Until it’s just me, three chicken wings 
and a Greek salad left to defend the 
family name. 

Before I know, I’m one chicken wing 
and an olive down. 

That’s OK, Son-of-Kev’s reaction to 
the olive is not dissimilar to mine. 

My mirth over watching him trying 
to spit the wretched thing out is 
short lived as one of his cronies’ 
swoops from the pool fence and I’m 
left nursing some fetta and the final 
chicken wing.

Time slows down as we eye each 
other off. 

My world recedes to just Son-of-Kev, 
myself, and a water sprayer. 

Like an old time gunslinger, I’m onto 
that trigger and spraying my nemesis 

fair in the feathers. 
Turns out birds aren’t like cats; they 

don’t recoil from the spray, no, not 
Son-of-Kev. 

Son-of-Kev lifts his wings, pirouettes 
to get full coverage, angles his head 
and winks at me.

Stymied, I’m hungry and I’m losing 
my sense of humour. 

It’s become woman vs wild. 
What would Mrs Bear Grylls do?
Option one: Backflip out of a plane.
Pointless, Son-of- Kev flies for a living 

and would probably show me up by 
doing a 720 cork.

Option two: Drink your own urine. 
Seems extreme, I still have my water 

sprayer.
Option three: Defend yourself. 
My eyes slide across the deck to 

where we keep our sports equipment. 
Nodding my head, I glide out of my 

chair.
Turns out some Kookaburras are 

made of willow. 
And nothing says Aussie summer 

more than cricket.
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The only place to stay in  
a cabin, in a caravan or  
for a camping experience
	 	Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover  
 ‘al fresco’ area

	Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)

	We host local birthday parties!

	Cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends

	Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!

182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 3637 Email info@cbtp.com.au

Travel does not always 
need to involve going 
overseas.
When Diary reader Brian 
Dungey decided to stay 
“in country” he chose 
to explore Victoria’s 
Silo Art Trail, a 200km 
journey bringing together 
internationally recognised 
street artists and outback 
Victoria’s wheat farming 
heritage.

It’s sad to think that many people — when they 
wish to travel — head off overseas instead of visiting 
their own backyards.

It’s also sad to realise that our country towns and 
villages, for a variety of reasons, continue to grow 
smaller.

Yarriambiack Shire in the Wimmera/Mallee 
region of Victoria, has found a solution to help out 
their towns and villages.

How?
Across the region vast concrete cylinders rise from 

the brown and tan palette we call home.
In 2015,  at  a  place called Brim on the 

Henty Highway, artist Guido van Helten was 
commissioned to paint the four concrete silos on 
the edge of town.

Farmer Quartet, painted in the monochromatic 
photo-realistic style he has become famous for, is 
a tribute to drought-stricken farming communities 
and was the inspiration for the Silo Art Trail project, 
although now it is the third silo to be seen along 
the route.

The trail, made up of five silo sites, has brought new 
tourism to the area and revitalised communities.

As you travel along the Western Highway, 
west of Stawell you find a road labelled, Stawell- 
Warracknabeal Road, this is where you turn to 
find a town called Rupanyup, where Russian artist, 
Julia Volchkova turned two silos into pictures of 
two locals, Volchkova’s inspiration comes from 
Rupanyup Panthers Football and Netball club.

I found, much to my regret, that I became too 
focused on getting to the next silo instead of taking 
time to look at the places and the views.

Some of the artists not only painted the silos, 
they also painted windows and walls of abandoned 
sheds.

On the silo’s social media pages and website I 
discovered more of these paintings, so there will 

Exploring Victoria's arty agriculture

Rupanyup silo

Lascelles silo



s  El Transcantabrico & Al-Andalus – 
Great Train Journeys of Spain 

s  Paradores of Spain and Pousadas of Portugal 
s Creative Self Drive Itineraries 
s Gastronomy of Spain, Portugal and Morocco
s Walking tours including St James Way
s Private driver itineraries
s Enticing tailor made Morocco options 
s Historic riad accommodation

ststststSpain, Portugal and Morocco…

www.ibertours.com.au

Journey with IBERTOURS
The Iberian Specialists

Tel: 03 9867 8833 
Fax: 03 9867 8866 
Reservations Toll Free: 1800 500 016
Email: travel@ibertours.com.au 

Excellence in Creative Tourism to the Iberian Triangle!
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be more trips to see what I missed.
As you travel you will find some wonderful places 

to stop and “fill the motor”, the locals have done 
quite well to ensure you, the tourists, are well 
catered for.

My personal favourites are, the Great Western 
Hotel in Great Western, where I have enjoyed the 
best pub meals I have ever had and to stop for the 
night (both Seppelts and Bests wineries are worth 
a visit or two), the Patchewollock Hotel always 
beckons me; the air and sky are beyond words, it’s 
where I took the photo of the moon.

I hope these photos might encourage you all to 
visit this wonderful part of our state. 

Remember to take your time so you don’t miss 
anything.

Stop and have a cuppa or a quick meal and put a 
dollar into these small towns and villages, after all 
that’s why the trail was established.

Pilgrimage  
to Spain
Hi Carolyn. We keep hearing 
about the Camino and how 
lots of people are going there 
nowadays. Exactly what is the 

Camino and what’s the best way to ‘do’ 
it? (Karen, Warrandyte)

Karen, the Camino is known by 
several different names but the 
most common is the Camino de 
Santiago.

It’s a Christian pilgrimage route that 
ultimately leads to a cathedral in the 
Spanish town of Santiago de Compostela 
which is believed to be where St James 
was buried, having been brought there 
from Jerusalem.

People walk the Camino for different 
reasons.

Since historical times pilgrims have 
walked the route as a spiritual quest and to 
pay homage to the shrine of St James, but 
nowadays many people go just to enjoy 
the walk and the hospitality, the food and 
wine and the friendships that are forged 
en route, or simply as a retreat from the 
hustle and bustle of modern life.

Interest in the Camino has soared 
recently since the 2010 film The Way, 
starring Martin Sheen, which was a great 
showcase for the beautiful scenery and the 
companionship of the hikers as they make 
their way together along the trail.

While the full challenge and spiritual 
pursuit of the Camino can take up to five 
or six weeks, many Australians only have 
time to experience a short section.

It is possible to take a comfortable, fully-
escorted eight-day walking tour for small 
groups averaging ten or twelve in number, 
to embrace the ambience and spirit of the 
trail, revelling in the local cuisine and wine 
along the way. 

A week on the Camino is an ideal way to 
compliment your next journey to Europe.

Travel tip
Make sure you invest in a pair of good 

hiking boots, preferably with water 
resistance and plenty of support and 
ventilation.

Wear them in the months leading up 
to the trek.

Carolyn Allen is Manager of  
Warrandyte Travel & Cruise.  
carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au

Ask 
Carolyn

Lascelles silo Brim silo: Farmers Quartet

Sheep Hills silo

Patchewollock silo



present

and

Join us for  
an evening of  

short films and 
live music. 

Fabulous food &  
drink available  

for sale!

#WarrandyteFestival

When: Friday 16th March 2018  
Music & Food from 6pm. First film at 8pm.

Where: ‘The Lounge’  
( Lower Riverbank, Stiggants Reserve, Yarra St, Warrandyte)

TickeTs: Only $15  BOOk OnLine 

https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=344182

Apply now for Council’s 2018  
Community Grants Program 

Community groups and organisations are 
encouraged to apply for funding to deliver activities 
which involve and benefit our local community.  
Applications open 5 February, and close 9 March. 
Attend an Information Session on our upcoming 
Community Grants and Community Facilities 
Capital Works Funding Programs 

Wednesday 7 February, 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm or
Tuesday 13 February, 10.00 am – 11.30 am 
Sessions will be held at the Manningham Civic 
Centre, 699 Doncaster Road, Doncaster.
Booking must be made via Eventbrite by Monday 
5 February at http://www.manningham.vic.gov.au/
community-grant-information-sessions-2018.
For more information on Council’s Community 
Grants visit www.manningham.vic.gov.au/grants 
or call the grants team on 9840 9305. For more 
information on Community Facilities Capital Works 
Funding Program call 9846 0519.
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EVERY AUSTRALIAN, and probably 
much of the rest of the world, has 
heard the term “the Dreaming” or “the 
Dreamtime”.

It is a powerful and evocative term, 
but virtually nobody has any idea of 
what it means as a coherent set of 
religious ideas.

Many people still hold the mistaken 
belief that Aboriginal people did not 
have a religion and did not believe in 
a Supreme Being.

However, this is usually tempered 
by a vague concession that Aboriginal 
people are “very spiritual”.

Tribal people I have spoken to say 
that the use of the English term “the 
Dreaming” to describe their belief 
system is “just right”.

To them it aptly conveys the idea that 
the world was not originally created as 
an external physical reality, but was an 
idea in the mind of the Spirit of All Life.

In other words, the universe and 
everything in it were originally 
created as part of a divine Dreaming 
— ultimately we are all just figments 
of God’s imagination.

In the mid 1980’s I set myself the task 
of understanding the concept of the 
Dreaming, so I read every Aboriginal 
Dreamtime creation story I could find.

I also spoke to some tribal people 
I knew from Yirrkala, in particular 
Donald Murrawilli.

I was astounded by the themes and 
implications of these stories.

Most started in empty darkness and 
the first Dreaming was of fire, then of 
wind and rain, earth and sky, land and 
sea, and so on.

It was like a retelling of the Big Bang 
theory and the geological stages in the 
formation of the Earth.

The stories I read then went on to 
tell how the Secret of Dreaming was 
passed to Mankind.

I was again astounded at how 
the passing on of the Secret clearly 
followed an evolutionary path. 

Finally, only Mankind was left with 
consciousness and free will, and 
with responsibility for care of the 
environment.

I then distilled these many stories 
into one and produced my first 
Aboriginal theme book in 1988, called 
The Secret of Dreaming.

When I showed the book to David 
Gulpilil, the actor from Arnhem Land, 
he read it, looked at me and said “I 
know this story”.

I could not have been happier that 
a tribal person had said that the story 
was authentic.

In a narrative at the end of the book I 
try to explain the basic tenets of what I 
now refer to as “Wandjinist Religion”.

As indicated earlier, creation began 
as an act of imagination in the mind 
of Wandjina.

After a long Dreaming of fire, wind, 
rain, earth, sky land and sea, Wandjina 
began to grow tired, but wanted the 
Dream to continue.

So Wandjina broke the Dream up 
into a million jigsaw pieces and sent 
life into the Dream to make it real. 

These Creator Spirits took their 
part of the Dream and as they moved 
through the plastic environment, 
it took shape according to both the 
movement of their bodies and the 
dictates of their Dreaming.

As they finished their creation work 
each Creator Spirit surrendered their 
spirit and their Dreaming to become 
a landmark or animal we see today.

Finally, only Man was left with 
consciousness and the responsibility 
to protect the Dreaming. 

W h e n  W a n d j i n a  s a w  t h a t 
human beings understood their 
responsibilities to the environment 

and the Dreaming, two more things 
were done to ensure the Dreaming 
would be sustained. 

First, the spirits of all children ever 
to be born were seeded into the 
Dreaming, where they must wait until 
it is their turn to be born.

This happens when a father finds 
the spirit of the child in a dream and 
directs it to the body of their mother, 
who makes their flesh.

One implication of this belief is that 
every single human being is part of 
original creation and therefore has a 
direct, personal connection with God. 

When this concept of pre-existence 

was explained to early anthropologists, 
it was dismissed as a childish belief.

I have even seen written in texts 
“Aboriginal people do not understand 
sex”.

This is just one of the ridiculously 
arrogant notions I have seen in 
supposedly learned texts.

The second thing that Wandjina did 
to sustain the Dreaming was to seed 
all knowledge and the answer to every 
question into the Dreaming.

We therefore have unfettered access 
to this knowledge through our own 
Personal Dreaming. 

We can find the knowledge and 

shape the world according to our own 
Dreaming. 

With  the  understanding and 
a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h i s  h u m a n 
responsibility, God withdrew from any 
further involvement in the real world.

Aboriginal people therefore believe 
there is no divine intervention and 
everything that happens is due to 
human agency, either witting or 
unwitting,  

This is why all drawings of Wandjina 
are shown with eyes but no mouth.

God sees everything, but says 
nothing.

Understanding “the Dreaming”
By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories



Exhibition –  
The Travelling Teapot
Until Monday 12 February
Eltham Library Community Gallery
Panther Place, Eltham

View stories, images and creations  
from the 2017 Travelling Teapot 
Community Consultation. 

This exhibition features the bespoke 
tea sets created by Living & Learning 
Nillumbik potters from ClayMakerSpace 
and will include the official launch of 
Council’s 2018-22 Cultural Plan.

Nillumbik  
Youth Theatre  
Senior production castings
WORKSHOPS 
Monday 12 and 19 February
4.30pm-5.30pm

  trybooking.com/SCFN

AUDITION
Monday 26 February 
4.30pm-5.30pm

  trybooking.com/SDTE 

Eltham Jazz,  
Food & Wine Festival
Saturday 24 and Sunday 25 February

Enjoy fabulous music, delicious food 
and award-winning local wines in a 
relaxed atmosphere at this family-
friendly event.

  elthamjazz.com.au

Saturday 24 February 
12pm-4pm
119 Cowin Street, Diamond Creek 

Living & Learning Nillumbik Makers 
Markets are for lovers of all things 
handmade, local and unique. If you love 
beautiful wares created with joy and like 
to meet the people who made them, 
then this is the market for you! 

You’ll find something for yourself, your 
home, your friends and family. Plus there 
are free activities for the kids.

This is a plastic bag-free market. 

  livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au   
  9433 3744

Shakespeare in the Park
Friday 2 to Sunday 4 February:  
Alistair Knox Park, Eltham
Friday 9 to Sunday 11 February:  
Watkins Street Reserve, Diamond Creek
Gates open for family-friendly festivities from 6.30pm

Come along to an open-air, family-friendly 
twilight performance proudly supported 
by Nillumbik Shire Council and the Rotary 
Club of Diamond Creek. Set in post-war 
1946, The Dream is a celebration of the 
overturning of daily life. In a time of rationing 
and hardship, love and the unbeatable Aussie 
spirit of mateship triumph. 

   shakespearesthedream.info

We have a wide range of courses  
and activities:

• Decluttering and home decorating
• Kids and teens activities
• Arts, crafts and pottery
• MakerSpaces
• Books and writing
• Health and fitness
• Dance and music
• Seniors social groups
• Technology
• Career and business

   livinglearningnillumbik.vic.gov.au

Discover your  
next adventure!

Explore more online  

MakersMarket

Seniors social groups

nillumbik.vic.gov.au@nillumbikshirefacebook.com/nillumbikcouncil

Exhibition – Exhibition – 
The Travelling Teapot
Exhibition – 
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A NICE FAMILY came to my house 
today to pick up some camping gear 
we were selling.

While the adults were haggling, I 
invited their two children to sit with 
their feet in the pool and then to have 
a jump on the trampoline.  

I invited them to come back for a 
swim anytime they wished.  

The couple ended up actually 
giving me more money than we had 
originally advertised the items for, 
simply because I had opened up my 
home to complete strangers.

As it so often happens when you 
meet people for the first time, you end 
up asking what they do for work.  

Once the husband knew that I 
provided financial planning advice, 
he started to share with me his story.

He explained that he left school early 

and went to work.  
The work did not pay much when he 

first began e.g. $100 per week, but he 
decided to do something smart with 
his money.  

Every week he decided to give his dad 
his earnings, who then gave him back 
what he thought was enough to live off.  

Back then it was $20.  
He never asked his dad what he did 

with the money but trusted him with it.  
Many years later, his father bought 

him some land and built him a house.  
True story.  
The boy, now married, has no 

mortgage while all his friends are 
deep in debt.   

Wow – what a great story. 
How many young couples with kids 

can say they own their own home with 
no debt?  

Not many these days.
I then asked him about his personal 

insurances given I needed to write 
this article and wondered what his 
thoughts were about it all. 

I naturally assumed, given he had 
been on top of his savings, that this 
would all be taken care of.  

He surprised me by saying that he 
had none.  

I asked him why that was the case 
and what his plans were if he becomes 
seriously ill given his wife currently 
does not work.  

He admitted that they would be 
“stuffed” if anything happened to him.  

I asked him why he had not thought 
about Income Protection and he said 
in short, he knew nothing about it.

Again, Wow.  
I explained to him that I encouraged 

all of my working clients to have 
Income Protection, so that in the 
event of a serious illness or injury, they 
would hopefully get up to 75% of their 
income replaced and not be left with 
having to start selling off their assets or 
going into more debt.

I have to give him credit, he was 
smart enough to realise this was an 
issue straight away and said he would 
look into it.

I directed him to my website, to learn 
about the different types of personal 
insurances available to him, calculate 
how much he should have in place 
based on industry standards, and 
then request a quote for the amounts 
of insurance he would like to consider 
putting in place.   

My job was done.  
I had led them to water and it was 

now up to them to decide whether or 
not they would do something about it.

I hoped they would, as I have seen 
more claims in the last 12 months than 

in the last 15 years.
It makes things so much easier for 

everyone concerned when a client is 
entitled to make a claim if they become 
injured or ill.  

I know for the client who is currently 
dealing with leukaemia and the family 
who has lost their wife/mother due to 
cancer last year, that receiving some 
money, whilst it is not the solution they 
would have hoped for, does provide 
everyone with some peace of mind. 

So, what are the main types of 
personal insurances available to 
everyone?
 1. Income Protection (IP)
 2. Life Cover
 3. Trauma or Critical Illness
 4.  Total and Permanent Disability 

(TPD)
With the exception of Income 

Protection that pays a monthly benefit, 
all the others are paid as a lump sum.

Life insurance is paid to a beneficiary 
or the estate once the insured passes 
away, while Trauma and TPD are paid 
directly to the owner of the policy.

Life cover is the easiest to explain – 
once you die someone else gets some 
money.   

With Trauma cover, it pays a lump 
sum when the person insured suffers 
a trauma event, such as cancer, stroke 
and heart attack.  

Most insurers cover about 40 
different trauma events but those three 
make up most of the trauma claims.

TPD, is paid when someone becomes 
totally and permanently disabled and 
usually means they can never ever 
work again. 

Income Protection, I would argue is 
the most important personal insurance 
to hold as it replaces one’s income if 
the person is unable to work, after the 
waiting period has passed.

Over the coming months, I will cover 
each type of personal insurance in 
depth, then later on, we will discuss 
‘how much’ insurance you should 
have in place and ‘where’ it should be 
held e.g. in super, outside of super or 
in a SMSF.

findinsurance.com.au

Warren Strybosch is a local who 
provides tax, financial planning 
and mortgage advice.  He is 
married to Joanna, and they have 
three lovely children.

This information is of a general nature 
only and has been prepared without 
taking into account your particular 
financial needs, circumstances and 
objectives. While every effort has been 
made to ensure the accuracy of the 
information, it is not guaranteed. You 
should obtain professional advice before 
acting on the information contained 
in this publication. Superannuation, 
tax and Centrelink and other relevant 
information is based on our interpretation 
and continuation of law current as at the 
date of this document. The information 
contained in this document does not 
constitute legal or tax advice. You should 
seek expert advice in this regard. Warren 
Strybosch, Find Wealth Pty Limited ABN 
20 140 585 075, Corporate Authorised 
Representative No. 236815 of ClearView 
Financial Advice Pty Ltd ABN 89 133 593 
012, AFSL No. 331367.   Find Mortgage Pty 
Limited ABN 66613 272 932. Corporate 
Authorized Representative (No: 491592) 
of Connective Credit Services (ACL No 
389328).  Find Accountant Pty Limited 
ABN 57613578779. Tax Agent No: 
25488732

Insurance Part 2: Personal Insurance
What different types are available?By WARREN STRYBOSCH

finance



APPLY NOW at www.billanook.vic.edu.au
Tel: 9725 5388 - 197 Cardigan Road, Mooroolbark                                   

2019 Scholarship Program - Applications being Accepted

Years 5-9
2019 Scholarship Program

Applications are invited from students commencing in Years 

5 - 9 in 2019. Billanook College values a ‘whole child’ approach 

to education, and offers both Academic and General Excellence 

Scholarships as part of this Program.
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by TRACEY MAILE
L ATE L AST year the Melbourne 
Convention Centre hosted the 
University of NSW International 
Competitions and Assessments for 
Schools (ICAS) awards for 2017, where 
the top students in Victoria received 
awards for outstanding achievements 
in the internationally recognised ICAS 
assessments.

Warrandyte Primary School student 
Jarrah Cook received the highest score 
in Australia for the Year 6 English 
assessment — a perfect score of 50 
out of 50.

At the award ceremony, Jarrah 
received the ICAS English Medal for 
Year 6, in front of  his proud parents 
and school principal, Craig Crouch.

“Every year Warrandyte Primary 
School students have the opportunity 
to participate in various IC AS 
Assessments in six key subject areas 
— Digital Technologies, English, 
Mathematics, Science, Spelling and 
Writing.

“This year over 980,000 entries were 
received from across Australia, New 
Zealand and the Pacific region, but 
only a select number of students were 
awarded medals for outstanding 
achievement,” said Mr Crouch.

Jarrah’s  mother, Fiona, told the Diary 

why Jarrah enjoys the challenge of the 
ICAS assessments.

“I think kids who have an academic 
talent like to find out where they stand 
in relation to other kids their age too.

“I suppose it’s just like making it to 
regional or state sports finals — it’s 
great to be recognised for what you 
do well.”

English medal awarded 
to Warrandyte top scorer

By JOE CARUANA
THE END OF the school year saw the 
Warrandyte High School Gala Year 12 
Valedictory Evening held at Ringwood’s 
Karralyka Function Centre. 

It was a memorable night filled with 
happiness, celebration and nostalgia. 

The many achievements of the 
“Class of 2017” were acknowledged 
— including numerous academic 
achievements across a vast range 
of subject areas including: English; 
Maths Methods; Physics; Chemistry; 
Biology; Physical Education; Business 
Management ; Studio Arts; Visual 
Communications; Psychology — 
and that is just to name a few of the 
categories!    

It was wonderful to see our Year 
12 students, their teachers and their 
parents come together on this night of 
celebration. 

Our 2016 Dux with an ATAR score 
above 96 is currently studying Law at 
Deakin University. 

Our 2015 Dux, also achieving an 
ATAR above 96 is currently studying 
Science at Melbourne University.

Who knows what the future holds for 
our most recent high school graduates? 

Certainly, there is a long history 
of high academic achievement at 
Warrandyte High School. 

We wish the Class of 2017 every 
success in the future.

WHS class of 2017 graduates 
celebrate academic success 
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EX-WARRANDYTE Primary School students Jack 
Pope (13) and Luca Sholes-Robertson (12) had an 
unusual Christmas.  

Both boys were selected to compete in Barcelona, 
Spain at the Futsal Junior World Cup tournament 
held from December 27 – 30.

The Diary schools reporter Tracey Maile, caught 
up with the boys once they got home.

Thank you for agreeing to meet with 
the Diary to talk about your World Cup 
adventure. You must have had an interesting 
Christmas.

Luca: Yes, it was a bit strange. We’d been in 
Barcelona for a few days adjusting to the time 
zone and training. On Christmas Day we travelled 
by chartered bus an hour north to the tournament 
location in Blanes. Our group included our 
squad of 12, plus our coach Gui Costa, our 
team manager and our fitness trainer as well 
as supporters — parents and some siblings. We 
arrived in Blanes in time for a big buffet lunch 
at our hotel, but unfortunately there were some 
restrictions on how crazy we could go, as we 
had to keep in mind our upcoming matches. It 
didn’t feel like Christmas but was a great day just 
the same, especially as all the teams competing 
from 10 countries were staying in the same hotel.

Tell us a bit about futsal. What is it?

Jack: Most people in Australia think of futsal 
as indoor soccer, but futsal is actually played 
without nets and so the ball doesn’t bounce off 
nets and back into play. Compared with regular 
outdoor soccer, futsal has a smaller court and a 
smaller, heavier ball which doesn’t really bounce. 
The game is fast paced with five players per side, 
including the keeper and with smaller goals and 
no offside rule. In Australia, it’s played indoors.  
We’re with the Melbourne Brasil Futsal Academy 
(MFBA), and Gui Costa is a really well known 
international coach. He coached quite a few 

men’s national futsal teams for international 
Futsal World Cup tournaments, before coming 
to Australia and setting up the academy here 
in Melbourne. This was the first time that an 
Australian team had been invited to go to the 
Futsal Junior World Cup tournament.

How did you get into futsal?

Jack: I started playing indoor soccer when I was 
in Grade 2, just filling in for a friend’s team. I’d 
had a go at outdoor soccer but found indoor 
soccer was a really encouraging sport. I loved the 
fast pace of the games and because there’s only 
five-a-side on court, everyone gets a go and it also 
develops fantastic ball control skills.
Then three years ago I started playing futsal 
when I got selected for the MBFA. Lots of the 
best [outdoor] soccer players in the world such 
as Lionel Messi, started off playing futsal because 
it develops such good foot skills and ball control, 
rather than just relying on strength.
 
Luca: I started two and a half years ago when Jack 
and another friend, Noah, got me interested. At 
the time I was playing AFL and had no idea how to 
play futsal. But since then I’ve had great coaches 
who got my game up to a higher level. We found 
out eight months ago that we’d been invited to the 
Junior World Cup in Barcelona. So training has 
been pretty full on since then. I really enjoyed the 
intensity leading up to the tournament, playing 
and training four or five times a week.  

So how did you go in Barcelona?

Jack: There were eight teams in our age group 
(U13s) and we had a pretty tough draw. We played 
FS5 (one of the England teams) first and they 
won 6 – 2. We were even at half time, but they 
pulled away in the second half. Our next game 
was against Rose City, who were one of the USA 
teams. Once again we were even at half time, but 
they ran over us in the second half, winning 6 – 2. 

Our third game was against FC Barcelona. It was a 
really tough match. Barca’ won 17 – 0. They were 
fantastic players and great sports and they were 
amazed at how far we’d travelled to come for the 
tournament. At the end of the match there was 
time for both teams to warm down together, as 
well as to swap mementos (each of their players 
gave each of us an FC Barcelona banner and lots 
of us swapped jerseys) and we exchanged social 
media contacts so we could keep in touch. So 
even though playing Barca’ was really tough, it 
was probably the highlight of the trip.
 
Luca: We had a great time at the tournament, 
especially because Jack and I were both in our 
team’s starting line-up of five.  After the first 
three games, every team then went on to play in 
finals. There were gold and silver plate play-offs 
depending on how we’d gone in our first three 
games. We played against two other Spanish 
teams but got beaten 4 – 3 in both games. Even 
though we didn’t win any matches we were still 
competitive and well trained.
 
Jack: We actually went to watch the gold medal 
match between FC Barcelona and Rose City USA 
(two of the teams we’d played against). Our whole 
team sat behind the FC Barcelona bench and 
were barracking for them.
When they won the Final at the end, they 
acknowledged our team. I think they were really 
touched that we’d gone to support them. They 
were an incredible team.

Luca: The tournament organisers, USA Futsal, 
were impressed with how we presented and 
played and said that our academy, MBFA, would 
be invited to enter again in the future. It was a 
great learning experience too. All of the other 
countries’ futsal academies had competed in 
previous years and knew what to expect. So next 
time we’ll be even better prepared and hopefully 
that will show in the match results.

You’re both now at Luther College, and you 
went to Warrandyte Primary School together 
before that. It’s pretty amazing that you’ve 
had this opportunity to go to Barcelona to 
play in a World Cup tournament together.

Jack: Yes, I told Luca about futsal when we were 
in Grade 5 and we’ve progressed together ever 
since. He’s one of our best keepers in the World 
Cup team. The keepers generally play half a game 
each. It’s really important to have two strong 
keepers on the team, just in case one gets injured.  

Luca: It was a great experience to share. It’s 
something we’ll remember forever.

You were the team captain weren’t you, Jack? 
That’s quite an honour in itself.

Jack: I think I’ve probably got pretty good 
leadership skills and I like to encourage other 
players to keep their heads up and lift when we’re 
up against it. I need to direct my team mates, 
especially when we’re defending, kind of like 
directing traffic on the court.

Did you get to do any sightseeing while you 
were in Barcelona?

Luca: Definitely. We couldn’t miss touring Camp 
Nou, the home ground of FC Barcelona. It was 
really impressive.  We also visited Barcelona’s 
13th century cathedral as well as the Sagrada 
Familia. Each of these had Christmas markets 
nearby with little figurines and Christmas Logs, 
which are a local tradition. The churros were 
great too!

And did you get a late Christmas once you got 
back to Australia?

Luca: I caught up with most of my extended 
family either before or after the trip. But I also 
wrote to Santa Claus asking him to come when I 
got back home. And he did.

Warrandyte boys in Futsal World Cup

By TRACEY MAILE
LAST DECEMBER, the WPS 
Bushband made its annual 
visit to the Warrandyte Senior 
Citzens Club for a mini concert.

Started by Kevin O’Mara back 
in 1986, many Diary readers 
may well remember being part 
of the Bushband themselves and 
tackling the wobble board, slap 
base, spoons or lagerphone.

The tradition is still going 
strong up at Warrandyte 
Primary School after 32 years, 
with every student in Grade 5 
and 6 participating.

“The kids never fail to surprise 
me,” Kevin told the Diary 
recently.

“There are hidden talents 
which even they don’t 
necessarily know they have.”

By TRACEY MAILE
WARRANDY TE Primary School 
teacher Jenny McDonell has recently 
been selected as an Australian 
mathematics teaching champion.

Ms McDonell’s commitment to 
improving the numeracy skills of 
students has led to her selection 
as one of just 300 teachers across 
Australia, who have been chosen 
to help transform the teaching of 
mathematics in Australian schools as 
part of the “reSolve:Maths” program.

This is an initiative of the Australian 
G o v e r n m e n t  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Education and Training, managed 
by the Australian Academy of Science 
in conjunction with the Australian 
Association of Mathematics Teachers.

The reSolve program provides 
Australian schools with resources to 
help students learn mathematics in 
an innovative and engaging way.

Dr Steve Thornton, Executive 
Director of reSolve said Ms McDonell 
has been selected because of her 
dedication to ensuring that students 
have the best possible mathematics 
education and commitment to 
sharing knowledge with colleagues.

“We are delighted that so many 
passionate and committed teachers 
want to be part of this exciting 
initiative and are eager to take the 
work of the reSolve team across 
Australia now and into the future,” Dr 
Thornton said.

In her role as a Champion of 
reSolve, Ms McDonell will work with 
colleagues at Warrandyte Primary 
School and in the local region to 
trial reSolve resources, conduct 
professional learning and promote a 
spirit of inquiry in school maths.

“This is really a terrific program,” Ms 
McDonell told the Diary.

“It’s aimed at improving student 
understanding of maths concepts 
and skills, but also provides so much 
opportunity for curiosity, engagement 
and reasoning.

“Students can make their own 
generalisations and then the teachers 
can edit the task so that all children 
are learning at their own level.

“It provides highly differentiated, 
flexible learning in the classroom.

“Students who really ‘get it’ can 
just fly with their maths, and others 
who might have some difficulties 
still progress at a steady rate as they 
explore and then grasp each maths 
concept.

“So far, I’ve found that all students 
are able to access each task at their 
own level.

“ Th e re  i s  a  d e e p e r  l e v e l  o f 
understanding as they have to find 
as many solutions as possible for 
each task and they then look for 

similarities and differences to help 
them create their own generalisations 
and understanding. 

“The students have been genuinely 
excited and stimulated by each of 
the activities while extending their 
learning and reasoning skills,” she 
said. 

  The principal of Warrandyte 
Primary School, Mr Craig Crouch 
expressed his excitement in having a 
mathematics Champion at the school.

“Jenny has a real passion for 
teaching mathematics.

“Her experience and expertise 
provide staff with the knowledge 
and support to implement a rich 
and engaging maths programme for 
all students at Warrandyte Primary 
School.

“We’re thrilled that Jenny has 
introduced reSolve:Maths to our 
school.”

Maths champion crowned at Warrandyte Primary School

The Warrandyte 
Primary School 

Bushband — 
32 years and 

counting

Pictured from left: Luca and Jack in Barcelona
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By JOSH HUNTLY
AS WARRANDY TE’S own Winter 
Olympian Scotty James prepares to 
represent Australia at the Olympics in 
PyeongChang, another local athlete 
has her eyes firmly set on a debut in 
the Olympic arena.

15-year-old Oceana Mackenzie is 
preparing for her own campaign at the 
Tokyo games in 2020, where she hopes 
to represent Australia in the recently 
introduced Sports Climbing category.

Sports Climbing is part of a package 
of new sports debuting at Tokyo 2020, 
in an attempt by the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) to increase 
the appeal of the Olympics to a younger 
audience.

These modern sports will give a new 
wave of athletes an opportunity to etch 
their names into the history books.

Mackenzie is one such athlete 
looking to take this new opportunity 
with both hands.

Finishing well at the World Youth 
C l i mb i ng  C ha mp i o n s h i p s,  t h e 
Australian Youth Representative 
placed 9th overall in her maiden 
international event.

Her form at home has been impressive 
also, placing 1st in her category at 
both the Victorian and Tasmanian 
Bouldering Championships.

The Warrandyte local is well placed 
to represent Australia again at the 
Youth Championships in Canada and 
potentially book a ticket to the Tokyo 
Olympics. 

At the moment however, her main 
focus is maintaining a positive mindset 
and enjoying the process.

“The most important thing for me 
in my climbing is to stay psyched and 
positive through my training and to 
keep having fun with the amazing 
climbing community around me,” says 
Mackenzie.

If her natural talent and experience 
was not already an indicator of an 
athlete on the rise, she received a 
further endorsement of her abilities 
and Olympic ambition when she 
received an International Olympic 
Scholarship, which includes funds to 
assist in developing her skill-set.

The scholarship was awarded to just 
four climbers in the country, making 
Mackenzie part of an elite group of 
up-and-coming Australian climbers. 

“I was super shocked and excited 
when I received the scholarship.

“I never thought they would give 
Sport Climbing a chance, I was so 
honoured,” she said.

Mackenzie’s 2018 schedule is packed, 
competing in the Victorian Lead 

Titles in February followed by the 
Open Lead Nationals in March, all the 
while maintaining a gruelling training 
regime as she awaits re-selection 
for the Australian team at the World 
Championships.

“Every time I compete I feel better 
prepared for the next competition,” 
she said.

She went on to say: “The selection for 
the overseas events are not until May.

“I’ve been training hard for these 
events, so fingers crossed I make the 
team.” 

Although she has been a climber 
since the age of eight and already 
building a solid foundation as a 
competitive athlete, the difficulty of the 
events has seen Mackenzie’s training 
regime ramped up to ten.

“I have definitely had to “amp” up my 
training and climbing since competing 
in these events.

“I’ve been more focused on preparing 
for overseas competitions, and they 
are held at a much higher standard,” 
she said.

With talent to burn and the results to 
back it up, we could soon see another 
Olympian and potential gold medallist 
in the making as Oceana Mackenzie 
climbs into history.

Mackenzie climbing for gold and Tokyo 2020

WARRANDYTE Tennis Club coach Joel 
Compagnino has been kept on his toes 
during his third year of co-ordinating 
the ball-boys and girls at the Australian 
Open, managing over 350 children as 
the Grand Slam rolls into Melbourne 
for its 2018 edition.

Joel, who was a ball-boy himself at 
the 2001 Australian Open, has a total 
of six years’ experience under his belt 
working in different roles around the 
event prior to settling on his current 
task of assisting in the management 
of the ball-kids.

“It’s been a lot of fun,” says Joel.
“During the tournament, it’s all about 

marking them, making sure they stay 
hydrated and generally supervising 

them through the event.
“It involves getting on to the court 

and watching them in action day to 
day.

“It’s good to be involved with the 
kids, especially the ones that you know 
from coaching. 

“It’s always good seeing them make 
friends as well,” Joel told the Diary.

It’s a busy time for the Warrandyte 
Coach, but he says working with others 
in the fifty-person management team 
who are as passionate about tennis and 
developing the youth of the green-ball 
game is a plus.

“It’s a really good atmosphere,” he 
says. 

“We’re pretty like-minded and do 

the same things so it’s good to catch 
up every year.

“You’re predominantly watching the 
kids but you also get to watch a bit of 
tennis as well which is a lot of fun.”

For the ball-boys and girls that 
participate, the Australian Open will 
provide memories that last a lifetime 
and the chance to work with the greats 
of the game and witness their prowess 
firsthand is a highlight that won’t soon 
be forgotten.

“ T h e y  d e f i n i t e l y  e n j o y  t h e 
experience,” says Joel. 

“They like to rub shoulders with their 
idols, even just to be involved with the 
inner-sanctum of the tournament and 
to see a little of what the public doesn’t 

see as well as seeing their heroes walk 
down the corridors.

“I still get goose-bumps watching 
them, I can only imagine how the 
kids feel.” 

As well as being involved with the 
kids during the tournament, Joel has 
a significant role in assessing the ball-
kids for the next tournament and he 
says the criteria to qualify for a spot can 
be tough, but there’s always a sure-fire 
place to start.

“Firstly, they’ve got to know a little 
bit about tennis,” he joked.

“They’ve got to know how to score 
the game so they know which end the 
balls need to go.

“They would need to have a good roll 

and provide good service to the player, 
and their general speed around the 
court is important as well.”

The trial period, which occurs in 
March, is a hectic time for Joel and the 
other coaches as they attempt to grade 
2000 prospects. 

There is significant competition for 
spots as young tennis players from 
around the area and interstate, and 
in some cases overseas, vie for a spot 
amongst the 350 chosen during the 
June-July selection period. 

In the meantime, however, Joel 
remains the “king of the kids”, 
overseeing the current generation of 
the Australian Open ball-boys and 
ball-girls.

By TONY HONEYBORNE
UNPRECEDENTED in the recent 
history of the club, Cameron Do’s 
victory at the 2017 club championships 
means he has held the Boys’ U/19 
championship for six consecutive 
years in a row, from 2012 to 2017.  

After picking up a racquet for the 
first time at the age of eight, lessons 
by club coach Craig Haslam at age 10 
were quickly put into practice.  

Driven by his love of the game, desire 
to win and natural ability to read the 
play, Cameron has represented his 
school in tennis and many seasons of 
competition  for the Warrandyte Tennis 
Club in the Diamond Valley Friday 
Night Junior Interclub competition.  

Adding to his  growing l ist  of 
accomplishments, Cameron was part 
of the Melbourne High School tennis 

team that came second in the 2017 
Victorian school sports senior state 
finals.

I n  r e c o g n i s i n g  C a m e r o n ’s 
achievement, it would be remiss not 
to make mention of the players who 
competed against him in the finals but 
were unable to prevail:

2012 Hewitt Murray
2013 Campbell Prior
2014 Rhys Newbury
2015 Andy Noh
2016 Johnny Huang
2017 Matthew Neil
Cameron was also runner up to 

Tristan Jackson in the Men’s Singles 
for 2017, so although he has now aged 
out of the Junior competition, we look 
forward to seeing him in action in the 
Senior competition in years to come!

Joel’s “king of the kids” at the Australian Open

Cameron’s straight six

By JOSH HUNTLY

Ruby Bradford and Erika Hamilton – Girls’ U/19 
Champion & Runner up

Tristan Jackson & Cameron Do – Men’s Singles 
Champion & Runner up

Cameron Do & Matthew Neil – Boys’ U/19  
Champion & Runner up

Cameron Do in action on the court

Photo: WENDY ABEL

Photo: RACHEL VAZEY
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ONCE AGAIN the Tennis Guru provided 
a once in a lifetime experience to 40 kids 
from the Hot Shots tennis programs 
at Warrandyte Tennis Club (WTC), 
Warrandyte Primary School and Milgate 
Primary School.

The kids were demonstrating their 
amazing tennis skills to the adoring fans 
(and of course their parents).

The 30 minute demonstration opens 
up play on the stadiums and the kids are 
followed on court by the professionals for 
their Australian Open matches. 

Coaches Matt Neil & Angus McLellan 
represented WTC and helped the kids 
and parents throughout the morning.

Charlotte Petrella tossed the coin for 
Dylan Alcott’s match and Max Brogan 
tossed the coin for the legends featuring 
Henri Leconte.

The rest of the kids got to make a guard 
of honour so they could high-five the 
players as they came on court.

We also had five W TC Hot Shots 
competing in the inaugural Orange Ball 
and Green Ball challenge on Australia 
Day at the Australian Open.

The teams competed against other 
clubs from around Melbourne on the 
courts the pros play on. 

Certainly some amazing tennis action 
for the kids from WTC.

Warrandyte Tennis Hot Shots all 
the rage at Australian Open 2018

By CRAIG HASLAM
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7 simple tips to nail your 2018 resolutions
By CHRIS SHARP

fitness

FOUNDER of the STOP. One Punch 
Can Kill  (SOPCK)  organisation, 
Caterina Politi, stressed the message 
to “keep your fists down” when 
she addressed the players at the 
Warrandyte Cricket Club.

T h e  o r ga n i s at i o n ,  d e d i c at e d 
to ending street violence and the 
“coward’s punch”, was created after the 
passing of Caterina’s son David, who 
was the victim of a one-punch assault.

Most in the Warrandyte community 
are familiar with David’s story and the 
lasting impact of his passing, because 
the organisation has held talks and 
seminars in schools and sports clubs 
in the area for several years now.

Many would also be familiar with 
the efforts of the organisation to 
end violence on our streets, such as 
lobbying the government for stricter 
sentencing and spreading awareness 
of the “coward’s punch”.

The Warrandyte Cricket Club, along 
with the wider Warrandyte sporting 
community such as the Football and 
Netball clubs, have been partnered 
with the organisation for several 
seasons now and Caterina took the 
time to talk to the playing group after 
their Saturday fixtures.

“I spoke to them about the impact 
of one coward punch and that David’s 
death has not only impacted his 
family and friends but many in the 
community.

“We want people to be aware of how 
alcohol and drugs affect them and  
to honestly change and/or reduce  

their consumption. 
“Look out for your mates, but most 

importantly everyone has to take 
responsibility for their actions.”

The Warrandyte Sporting Community 
and SOPCK have been community 
partners for several years and Caterina 
has cited this involvement as key in 
their mission to stop the king hit on 
our streets.

“Both clubs have been a valuable 
partnership in helping SOPCK get 
our message out into the community,” 
she said.

“We hope to influence a change of 
thinking that will keep members safe 
on and off the field; most importantly 
that club members understand the 
dangers of one single punch and to 
keep their fists down and walk away.

“Being aligned with clubs who value 
respect, mateship on and off the field 
is paramount ; we hope they will 
continue to share the importance of 
this message with other clubs, players, 
family and friends,” she told the Diary.

The message ties in with the club’s 
efforts to implement the Sport and Life 
Training program, which encourages 
meaningful conversations about key 
issues such as alcohol and substance 
abuse, masculinity and depression. 

Between these two initiatives 
however, comes one important 
message that will be supported by 
the Warrandyte community for years 
to come.

“Keep your fists down and walk 
away.”

WE’RE ALREADY over a month into 
the New Year and whether you’re still 
going strong with your resolutions, 
you’ve fallen off the wagon, or you’re 
just about clinging on to your goals 
by your fingertips, then this is for you!

I’ve got seven simple tips to keep you 
going strong throughout the next 12 
months and to make 2018 your most 
productive year yet.

1. Write Down Your Goals
They say, “a goal is just a dream until 

it’s written down” and how often do 
your dreams come true?

I f  you haven’t  wr i t ten dow n 

everything you want to achieve in 
2018 yet, go and do it now. 

Grab a pen and paper, and either 10 
small sticky notes or 10 sheets of paper 
and write your goals down on every 
single one, then stick them places 
you’ll see them every day.

This could be inside the fridge, on the 
bathroom mirror, in your car, at your 
desk, or in your drawer. 

Wherever you decide, just make 
sure your goals are always at the top 
of your mind.

2. Set Behaviours Rather  
Than Outcomes 

People love outcome goals, as they’re 
easier to visualise.

An outcome goal is something like 
“bench press 100kg,” “lose 10kg,” or 
“get a six-pack.” 

These are great, and there’s no reason 
why you can’t achieve them, but to get 
there, you need to comply to certain 
behaviours.

You probably won’t get that bench 
press without hitting the gym regularly 
for example, and you won’t lose weight 
without nailing your diet.

So, behaviour goals for these could 
be to train four times per week using 
a bench specialisation program for 
the bench press goal and to track your 
nutrition using MyFitnessPal each day 
and stick to no more than 1600 calories 
for the weight loss goal.

By nailing those behaviours, you’ll 
give yourself every opportunity to 

reach the desired outcome.
3. Make it Attainable

You might want to lose 50kgs, run 
a marathon, win an international 
physique competition or compete at 
the Hawaiian Ironman in Kona, but 
it’s unlikely these sorts of things are 
truly achievable in such a short space 
of time.

Whatever your ultimate aim is, scale 
that back to something you can achieve 
within the year. 

Then get even smaller and find a goal 
for six months’ time, then go smaller 
again, and look for something you can 
shoot for in three months. 

Finally give yourself smaller weekly 
and even daily goals.

Reaching these keeps you motivated 
and on track to your bigger aspirations.

4. Get Social Support
You can’t get where you want to be 

on your own, no matter how dedicated 
and disciplined you are, so make 
sure you have a strong social support 
network in place.

Tell your family about what you 
want to do this year and explain how 
important it is to you.

With their support, you’re far more 
likely to succeed

5. Stay Accountable
As useful as friends and family can 

be, sometimes you need to have an 
objective second party to give advice, 
to congratulate you when you’ve done 

well, and to give you some harsher 
words when you need a kick. 

This is where a coach can become 
invaluable. 

Even if you can’t quite stretch to a 
coach financially, get an accountability 
partner and check in with each other 
every week. 

Essentially you coach each other. 
Having that decision-making process 

taken away from you and given to 
someone else is surprisingly helpful.

6. Be Flexible 
Life’s not always going smoothly. 
You’ll never have the perfect situation 

where you can make every single gym 
session on time and have as long there 
as you want. 

You won’t get unlimited time for 
meal preparation, and things will get 
in the way. 

Injuries, work commitments and a 
busy family life can all make reaching 
your goals seem even harder. 

That’s why it’s crucial that you’re 
flexible. 

Make sure any new diet plan fits 
in with your existing lifestyle and 
commitments. 

Don’t start out a super high volume 
full-body training program if you 
need to get all your sessions done in 
45 minutes during your lunch breaks.

Realise that you don’t have to be 
perfect. 

Perhaps, instead of trying to stick to a 
strict meal plan, you track your calories 

and aim for a minimum protein intake 
along with 2–4 servings of veggies 
every day, or you find a workout where 
you superset everything and use 
circuits to get your strength training 
done quicker.

It might not be 100% perfect, but 
doing something “good” 100% of the 
time is a great deal better than doing 
something “perfect” only 50% of the 
time.

7. Hire A Coach
I realise I mentioned this briefly in 

the accountability section, but the 
reality is you’ll likely make the best 
progress you’ve ever made by investing 
in one. 

I know this sounds like a sales pitch 
but I’ve had other coaches train me 
and every single one of them has 
taught me something valuable which 
has impacted me in the long term.

Having a clear-cut plan for every 
single time you walk into the gym not 
only gives you a check-list of things 
to do.

Rather than playing a guessing game 
every time you train, it gives you the 
opportunity to follow something that 
you know will work, eliminates all of 
the guesswork you might have to do 
and puts a professional with your best 
interests in your corner. 

Make 2018 your best health and 
fitness year yet!

Cricketers join the campaign against “coward's punch”
By JOSH HUNTLY

By JAMES POYNER
IN THE MONTHS leading up to Run 
Warrandyte, there is often a noticeable 
increase in the number of people running 
along the river and into the Pound.

It goes without saying that Run Warrandyte 
is hilly and the new course modifications 
will make this year’s run feel like it is even 
hillier, although the modification also 
promises to make this a much bushier run 
and the organisers assure everyone the extra 
hills are worth it.

In the build-up to Run Warrandyte 
2018, the event organisers, along with 
representatives of the Warrandyte River 

Runners have been leading several training 
runs around the course and along the river.

The runs have been coordinated through 
the Run Warrandyte Facebook page and, 
although the number of people attending 
is low, those who have come along have got 
a lot out of it.

Rob Foltyn, a beginner runner from 
Warranwood decided not to enter in 2017 
because of the hills, but is reconsidering 
this year because he has been able to train 
on the course.

“I have found the group runs really 
motivating and fun,” he told the Diary.

Rob has been participating in the group 
runs since before Christmas and went on 

to say how the idea of the hills is sometimes 
worse than actually running them.

“I thought the runs would be more 
challenging due to all the steep hills we have 
in Warrandyte… although there are a couple 
of steep climbs on the course, I thoroughly 
enjoyed it.”

Run Warrandyte plan to continue to 
organise group runs throughout February.

Registration is  now open for Run 
Warrandyte, visit the Warrandyte Sporting 
Group’s website to register your place.

For more information about the event or to 
come along to a training run, visit: www.
facebook.com/RunWarrandyteFunRun

Clocking up the kilometres in Warrandyte

Photo: BILL McAULEY
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By FRANS BROUWER
The 1st XI continued their winning 
ways right up to the Saturday 
before Christmas, when they 
suffered their first loss, defeated 
by St Andrews 16 runs short of the 
target.
But after 11 rounds, with nine 
wins under their belt the 1st XI are 
in a strong position as they look 
towards the finals in March.
The 2nd, 4th and 5th XI all 
recovered from poor starts to the 
season and had a morale-boosting 
last two rounds before Christmas, 
collectively accumulating five wins 
and a bye.
With three wins under their belts 
and matches abandoned in the two 
rounds after Christmas, the 2nd, 
4th and 5th XI need to win all of 
their upcoming games if they want 
to make it into the finals.

Report from the boundary 1st XI
After 11 rounds:  9 wins, 1 loss, 1 
draw, 1st on the ladder.

Round 7 North Ringwood 113 (Alex 
Cattanach 4/19, Lucas Williams 
2/19) lost to South Warrandyte 9/115 
(Tom Peter-Budge 31).
Round 8 Croydon Ranges 133 (Nick 
Walker 3/21, Cattanach 3/30, Josh 
Barrett 3/11) lost to South Warran-
dyte 2/134 (James Fasan 75n.o., Brian 
Kulasena 47).
Round 9 St Andrews 6/230 def. South 
Warrandyte 9/214 (Amahl Weera-
mantry 61, Barrett 32).
Round 10 Draw (match abandoned 
due to weather).
Round 11 Eastfield 75 lost to South 
Warrandyte 1/79.

Report from the boundary 2nd XI
After 11 rounds: 4 wins, 6 losses, 1 
draw, 6th on the ladder.

Round 7 South Warrandyte 5/172 
(Darcy Church 60, Cam Head 32n.o., 
Tim Rule 37) lost to South Croydon 
5/175.
Round 8 South Warrandyte 6/185 
(Nathan Willoughby 54, Jackson 
Braunthal 66, David Cutler 26n.o.) 
beat Warrandyte 122 (Nick Mariniel-
lo 3/17, Jake Sammartino 3/9).
Round 9 South Warrandyte 7/150 
(Paul Milne 43n.o.) beat St Andrews 
78.
Round 10 Draw (match abandoned 
due to weather).
Round 11 South Warrandyte 9/155 
def. Lilydale 148.

Report from the boundary 4th XI
After 11 rounds: 3 wins, 7 losses, 1 
draw, 5th on the ladder.

Round 7 Ainslie Park 8/176 (Dan 
Wright 3/22) beat South Warrandyte 
6/132 (Jordan Milne 39n.o.).
Round 8 Warranwood 2/143 lost to 
South Warrandyte 6/149 (Nathan 
Battle 51ret. n.o., Kevin George 32).
Round 9 South Warrandyte 9/224 
(Matt Mullan 63n.o., Peter Goetz 
42n.o.) beat Scoresby 10/127 (Oscar 
Bourke 2/15).
Round 10 Draw (match abandoned 
due to weather).
Round 11 South Warrandyte 4/171 
lost to Bayswater Park 4/177.

Report from the boundary 5th XI
After 11 rounds: 3 wins, 5 losses, 1 
bye, 2 draws, 5th on the ladder.
Round 7 Croydon Ranges 9/213 lost 
to South Warrandyte 4/221 (Nathan 

Battle 50ret. n.o., Lucas Bridger 53ret. 
n.o., Adam Johnson 33n.o., Jamie 
Lewis 35).

Round 8 Bye.
Round 9 Montrose 165 (Will Fasan 
3/8) lost to Hawks 5/170 (Kevin 
George 45n.o.).
Round 10 Draw (match abandoned 
due to weather).
Round 11 Draw.

Saxon Sports 20/20
South Warrandyte have performed 
poorly in T20 cricket in the past, 
barely managing one win each 
season.
It is a different story in 2017/18 under 
a new format, with teams playing 
other teams from their own Saturday 
grades.
Wins in all four matches in New-
ey T20 have put the team into the 
semi-finals which was played last 
Tuesday (January 23).
Tom Peter-Budge has scored a 
respectable 262 runs in 9 Saturday 
matches at 29.1, and 231 runs in four 
T20 matches at 231 — an average 
greatly assisted by finishing three of 
the four rounds “not out”.
In the Tuesday night match, South 
Warrandyte managed to deny 
Croydon the runs they needed in the 
chase and will now play St Andrews 
in the Finals on January 30.

Round 1 Croydon Ranges 9/143 
(Exley 4/18) lost to South Warrandyte 
Hawks 3/144 (Peter-Budge 69n.o., 
Darcy Price 29n.o.).
Round 2 South Warrandyte Hawks 
7/164 (Peter-Budge 30, Barrett 34) 
beat Croydon North 7/127 (Troy 
Donis 3/23).
Round 3 South Warrandyte Hawks 

2/223 (Morgan Persson-Clark 112, 
Peter-Budge 85n.o.) beat Eastfield 
5/139 (Nick Walker 2/22).
Round 4 Croydon North 98 (Nick 
Mariniello 3/9, Brian Kulasena 2/2) 
lost to South Warrandyte Hawks 
2/103 (Peter-Budge 47n.o., Kulasena 
28n.o.).
Semi-Finals South Warrandyte 
Hawks 6/200 def.  Croydon Rangers 
115

Friday night Box Hill Reporter  
DCA Juniors

The Under 16’s team is dominating 
this season.
Play resumes on February 2 where 
they will play Laburnum who are 
currently second on the ladder and 
share the same number of wins and 
losses with South Warrandyte.

After 6 rounds: wins 5, 1 loss, 1st on 
the ladder.
Round 5 Doncaster 2/91 lost to South 
Warrandyte Hawks 4/145 (Hayden 
Daniel 50ret. n.o., Jackson Braunthal 
33n.o.).
Round 6 South Warrandyte Hawks 
0/185 (Jordan Milne 51ret. n.o., 
Daniell 51ret. n.o., Braunthal 52ret. 
n.o.) beat East Box Hill 8/90 (Jackson 
Emery 2/4 and Jolen Owen 2/6).

South Warrandyte’s Under 14 teams 
are not faring as well this season and 
neither team will make the finals.
With four losses and sitting sev-
enth on the, the Under 14-A side 
cannot make the finals this season. 
But chocking up a win in their final 
match of 2017 is a much-needed 
boost as their first match of 2018 will 
be against 2nd place Bayswater.
U14B(Gold) play 3rd place Park 
Orchards on February 2.

Report from the boundary  
U14A & U14B Gold.

Round 5 South Warrandyte Hawks 
6/92 (Rhonan Appleby 20, Lucas 
Bridger 28) lost to Glen Waverley 
5/108.
Round 6 South Warrandyte Hawks 
7/110 beat Vermont 9/95.
U14B Gold 
Round 5 Doncaster 4/89 beat South 
Warrandyte Hawks 4/37.

Over 40s Veterans teams 
Each year, the Veterans put on a 
fundraiser for the Club’s Community 
Benefit Fund chaired by Paul Foley.
The RDCA assists by arranging the 
fixture for two South Warrandyte 
teams to play two Wonga Park teams 
on the same day.
One match is played in the morning, 
and the other in the afternoon.
On Sunday February 18 it will be 
Wonga Park’s turn to host the event.
Wonga Park has two ovals and will 
also host an O50s and women’s’ 
match on its top oval.
Although it is Wonga Park’s turn to 
take the proceeds of a great day, the 
Veterans would like Hawks support-
ers to turn up and show their support 
for both clubs in this worthwhile 
cause. 

Social
A Pink Stumps Day/Sponsor 
Function is scheduled for February 
3 when the 1st XI hosts Croydon 
Ranges.
On February 10, South Warrandyte 
Cricket Club will host a trivia night at 
Yarra Road Primary School.

By RYAN HOIBERG
WARRANDYTE Senior Cricket Club 
is in an interesting split of scenarios 
as the club looks towards its final 
month of cricket before finals.

Both of the top senior teams, the 
1st and 2nd XI are in a rugged fight to 
avoid relegation, whilst 3rd, 4th, 5th 
and 6th XI are in tight races to finish 
either top of the table or sneak into 
the final four.

Report from the boundary: 1st XI
Warrandyte’s 1st XI are currently 

blooding a young squad and still 
looking to iron out a few areas of their 
game and have been hit by an awkward 
fixture that has seen them face the top 
sides in two day matches, whilst having 
games against lower ranked squads 
either rained or heated out, resulting 
in split points.

Luke Killey has lead from the front 
with the ball, backing up his strong 
work in the representative cricket.

Backed up by Brady Poole and 
Ben Jackson there is a strong rank of 
bowlers currently being developed 
at the club.

Ben Taylor, current leading run 
scorer for the team has continued to 
give Warrandyte a strong start at the 
top of the order, but unfortunately not 
many results have fallen their way.

Round 7: Warrandyte 119 (White 
42) lost to Ainslie Park 3/121 (Killey 
1/23).

Round 8: Warrandyte 5/164 (Taylor 
47) def. Wantirna South 8/160 (B 
Poole 3/36).
Round 9: Warrandyte 167 (White 
53) lost to Bayswater Park 7/205 (B 
Jackson 2/25).
Round 10: Warrandyte drew with 
Ainslie Park.
Round 11: Warrandyte 74 (Dehmel 
30) and 88 (Taylor 57) lost to 
Montrose 8/114 (Killey 4/40) and 
3/51 (Killey 2/32).

Report from the boundary: 2nd XI
The 2nd XI are in a similar scenario, 

again a mixture of junior developing 
players and senior members has seen 
the team challenge some new faces to 
step up, and the evidence is there that 
the future will be bright.

Tom Ellis has rediscovered the form 
that won him a Steve Pascoe Medal last 
season, while club coach Andy Wilgose 
debuted from the club to show what 
he has been preaching about all year. 

Round 7:  Warrandyte  5/168 
(Wellesley 65) def. Warranwood 
5/167 (Ison 4/19).
Round 8: Warrandyte 122 (Haworth 
46) lost to South Warrandyte 6/185 
(Ellis 3/15).
Round 9: Warrandyte 134 (Wilgose 
37) lost to Croydon North 4/207 
(Rakuscek 2/55).
Round 10: Warrandyte drew with 
Warranwood.
Round 11: Warrandyte 128 (Warren 

37) lost to Heathmont Baptist 4/130 
(Ellis 2/22). 

Report from the boundary: 3rd XI
The 3rd XI currently sit marginally 

outside of the top four, but will be 
challenging all the way through to 
the end of March with the team being 
competitive against every opposition 
they have faced.

They will look to continue to build 
on their current run of four victories 
on the trot, thanks to a split of duties 
between Cameron Day, Riley Reardon 
and Harry Brown. 

Round 7: Warrandyte 137 (Hoiberg 
24) lost to North Ringwood 4/141 
(Reardon 2/14).
Round 8: Warrandyte 2/118 (Coutts 
55) def. Wonga Park 113 (Day 3/8, 
Rock 2/18).
Round 9: Warrandyte 4/56 (McAlary 
20) def. Eastfield 55 (Reardon 4/11, 
Brown 4/19).
Round 10: Warrandyte drew with 
North Ringwood.
Round 11: Warrandyte 5/179 (Day 
46, C Jackson 42) def. Montrose 155 
(Day 3/26, Gidley 2/22).

Report from the boundary: 4th XI
Currently squeezed into the top 

four, with a berth in the finals looking 
fairly assured thanks to some strong 
captaincy by Nathan Croft, the 4th XI 
team have won four of their last five 

games fairly convincingly with Mick 
Spence, Lachy Haberfield and Jimmy 
Weatherley all contributing.

However, no standout performer 
does mean that the duties have been 
split across the squad.

Round 7: Warrandyte 4/157 (Kline 
44) def. Wantirna South 7/99 
(Haberfield 4/25).
Round 8: Warrandyte 8/108 (Croft 
54) lost to Croydon Ranges 2/110 (T 
Jackson 1/9).
Round 9:  Warrandyte  6/125 
(Weatherley 48) lost to Wonga Park 
6/186 (Huntly 3/39).
Round 10: Warrandyte drew with 
Wantirna South.
Round 11: Warrandyte 148 (Croft 
39) def. St Andrews 77 (Spence 
4/20).

Report from the boundary: 5th XI
The 5th XI had some players missing 

over the December/January period 
and this has seen a slight dip in recent 
results.

T h e y  w i l l  b e  r e a s s u r e d  b y 
performances from Max Coutts, Rohan 
Bansal and Greg Warren, whom are all 
hitting their strides heading into the 
final rounds of the year, which should 
worry most opposition they will face.

Round 7: Warrandyte 4/256 (Dixon 
51, C Jackson 50) def. Heathmont 
Baptists 6/157 (Bansal 2/11).
Round 8: Warrandyte 241 (Bansal 

80) lost to Croydon North 7/279 
(Closs 2/14).
Round 9: Warrandyte 124 (D 
Weatherley 26) lost to Boronia 5/139 
(A Lawson 1/19).
Round 10: Warrandyte drew with 
Heathmont Baptists.
Round 11: Warrandyte 7/217 
(Warren 73) drew with Wantirna 
251 (M Coutts 3/36).

Report from the boundary: 6th XI
The only team currently on top of the 

ladder and it looks like it will stay that 
way for the rest of the season.

Bill Stubbs’ team has been well led by 
Stubbs, Andrew Thomas and a mixture 
of veterans that have supported the 
junior members being introduced 
to cricket and has also been a great 
opportunity for plenty of fathers to play 
with their sons for the first time as well. 

Round 7: Warrandyte 144 (Rees 25) 
lost to Croydon Ranges 5/151 (H 
Simpson 1/5).
Round 8:  Warrandyte  5/221 
(Theodorou 52, Grocott 50) def. St 
Andrews 156 (H Simpson 2/12).
Round 9: Warrandyte 3/139 (Bowen 
53) def. Wonga Park 7/132 (Rees 
3/24).
Round 10: Warrandyte drew with 
Chirnside Park.
Round 11: Warrandyte 9/191 (Warr 
49) def. St Andrews 9/186 (Thomas 
2/15). 

Warrandyte charges towards the Finals

Hawks face heat and then rain to start 2018



Chris Chapman
Senior Sales Consultant & Auctioneer
chrischapman@jelliscraig.com.au
M 0421 736 592

Mandy Berenyi
Senior Sales Consultant 
mandyberenyi@jelliscraig.com.au
M 0413 841 259

Jellis Craig North East welcomes 
Chris Chapman and Mandy Berenyi, 
Warrandyte’s most recommended agents.

Leading real estate professionals Chris Chapman and Mandy Berenyi join our talented team at Jellis Craig 
North East, with over 20 years experience and outstanding results across Banyule, Nillumbik and Manningham. 

Chris brings exceptional negotiation skills as an award-winning auctioneer, joined by Mandy who complements 
our team with a unique understanding of the local market. 

“Jellis Craig North East is the leading agency within our local area and we are thrilled to be joining the team 
and look forward to being a part of their continued growth.”

If you are considering your next property move, contact Chris and Mandy today for all your property needs.

*Source: ratemyagent.com.au
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