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Anzac spirit shines
THE WARRANDYTE community rallied behind the RSL this Anzac 
day when vandals struck the Warrandyte War Memorial only 
hours before the scheduled Anzac commemoration service.

In true Warrandyte spirit the memorial was given a clean-up and 
shone proudly as we remembered our fallen. 
Full details pages 16 – 17.      PHOTO: SANDI MILLER
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THIS month Tracy Dickson 
visits the newest addition to 
Warrandyte’s smorgasbord 
of restaurants, La Nosherie, 
formerly Gigolo’s, formerly 

Tacomania, formerly Chocolate Gerbera, 
formerly The Red Scooter.

Bonjour Mademoiselle. My name eez 
Jean-Paul and I am your waiter ce soir.
Really? You were plain old John Hig-
ginbotham at Warrandyte High. 

Jeez Tracy, we’re just trying to give you 
an authentic French dining experience.
I did notice the beret. 

The sous-chef says I look like an acorn.
Ignore him. Who even knows what a 
sous-chef is!

Apparently it means ‘under’ — as in 
sous-pants.

As in George Colambaris sous-pays 
his staff?

All waiters are sous-paid. And what with 
‘tap and gone’ these days you really have 
to impress if you want to get a tip. 
And how have you been going tonight?

So far I’ve dropped a fork, a glass and a 
snail down a lady’s dress.
That’s awful. 

I know, but it is my first night.
You mean you haven’t worked as a 
waiter before?

Of course I have! I’ve done first nights in 
plenty of restaurants.
Perhaps I’d better look at the menu.

Certainly. The Soup de Jour is Campbell’s 
French Onion and the special for the day 
is the trout.
What’s so special about the trout?

It’s about to go off so we need to get 
rid of it.
Perhaps I’ll order from the menu. Would 
you recommend the Vichyssoise?

It’s cold.
The Bombe Alaska?

It’s burnt.
The Boudin Noir Aux Pommes?

It’s off.
Well what would you suggest then?

Do you like steak?
I love steak.

Then may I recommend the extra-mar-
bled Scotch medallions…

Sounds good.

…sourced from grass-fed herds from the 
Western District…
Lovely.

…from a prize-winning Black Angus 
called Gordon.
Excellent.

It comes served with pommes-frits and 

a Napoleon salad.
You mean a Caesar salad?

Please, this is a French restaurant.
I’ll have the steak then. 

Well-done or sous-done?
Sous-done. And what wine would you 
recommend to go with Gordon?

Might I suggest the 2010 Moggy’s Tinkle, 
a richly structured merlot with notes 
of violet, blackberry and grass cuttings 
harvested from elevated vines on a 
Wednesday by a Norwegian backpacker 
called Sven.
And desert?

Probably the Gobi scorched under the 
malevolent, unblinking eye of a cruel 
sun, each searing breath like drowning 
in larva.
Sorry I meant dessert.

Spelling never was your strong point 
was it Tracy.
Touché.

Try our chocolate raspberry upside-down 
cake featuring a tango of dark and white 
chocolate on a brownie shortbread crust, 
strewn with truffled cream cheese and 
red-luscious ripe raspberries before be-
ing dropped on its head by our dyslexic 
pastry chef called sbaB.
Sounds delicious. And finally, can you 
explain to us why there are so many 
restaurants in this town?

I think it’s because Warrandyte families 
are so into cooking wholesome, organic 
things like kale, quinoa and celeriac.
You mean they appreciate good food?

I mean they’re desperate to go out and 
eat something nice.
Thank you John.

Jean-Paul.
Thank you Jean-Paul.

Bon apetit.

Next issue of the Diary will be published on Tuesday, June 6, 2017. Advertising and 
editorial copy closes Friday, May 27, 2017.

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. Although it has 
developed over the years, it has retained its strong community character, being produced 
mostly by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through 
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The 
Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character of the 
place it serves. Its monthly circulation is 3500 copies and it is available in Warrandyte, North 
Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, 
Kangaroo Ground and Research. 

CO-EDITORS: Sandi Miller & James Poyner, 9844 0555 
editor@warrandytediary.com.au, 
PUBLISHER: Warrandyte Diary Pty Ltd  
(ACN 006 886 826 ABN 74 422 669 097)  
as trustee for the Warrandyte Arts and Education Trust
POSTAL ADDRESS: P.O. Box 209, Warrandyte 3113
ADVERTISING & ACCOUNTS: Briony Bottarelli, 9844 0555
DIARY OFFICE: Community Centre, 168-178 Yarra Street, Warrandyte, 9844 0555
GENERAL ENQUIRIES: info@warrandytediary.com.au
EMAIL SPORT: (Michael Di Petta) mikey_dipetta@hotmail.com
WEBSITE: www.warrandytediary.com.au 
PRODUCTION: Catherine Kleynjan        
PRINTING: Newsprinters, 7940 Melbourne Road, Shepparton VIC 3632
Published on or about the second Tuesday of each month (except January).

ADVERTISING RATES
$8.40 a column centimetre. One col width: 40mm. Two col width: 84mm.  
Full Page 260x360mm colour $1050 inc GST, b&w $860 inc GST. Half 
Page 260x175mm colour $690 inc GST, b&w $586 inc GST. Quarter Page 
129x175mm vertical or 260x85mm horizontal colour $385 inc GST, b&w $320 
inc GST. $105 front page “ears”. Preferred positions: Page 1 100%, Page 2 
30%, Page 3 20%, other nominated pages 10%. Mini-ads: $20 for five lines 
(30 characters per line). Mini-ads pre-paid unless otherwise arranged. Design 
service: $30 small ad | $50 quarter page or larger.

Readers are advised that the Warrandyte Diary accepts no responsibility for financial, health 
or other claims published in advertising in this newspaper. Responsibility for election and 
referendum comment in this issue is accepted by Sandi Miller & James Poyner.

OUR NEWSPAPER

NEXT ISSUE

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 27km from 
Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, 
in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon 
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Wool 
Heaven

232 Yarra St 
Warrandyte
0411 528 142

FIVE MINUTES OF FAME By ALAN CORNELL

“ Looking for a Tax Agent that does more 
than tax returns? Look no further.”
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Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd
Certified Practising Accountants

PO Box 143, Warrandyte, 3113  
T: 9844 2409 or 0412 011 946 
E: bspurrell@ptasaccountants.com.au

“We are the accountants who care”

Tax planning is important particularly if you have 

capital gains on investments. Don’t wait until it’s 

too late - Consult us now for personalised service.  

We welcome business and personal tax enquiries.

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery 

stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service 
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service

fully insured – experienced climber

BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years 

•  Natural looking dentures •  Laminated mouthguards
•  Relines and repairs  •  On the spot health claims

to receive your free consultation

Call 9844 4321
www.keepsmiling.com.au
11 Lorraine Avenue, Warrandyte

Jacqueline Bell
Dental Prosthetist

Like us

Rooms with a view

Super advice will be provided by Personalised Taxation 
and Accounting Services as an authorised representative 
of SMSF Advisers Network Pty Ltd, AFSL No. 430062

76-bedroom hotel 
and distillery 
proposed for 
Brumbys Road
By DAVID HOGG
IN A MAJOR and controversial 
development project for South 
Warrandyte, a planning proposal 
has been lodged with Manningham 
Council for a $6.8M development 
of a 76-bedroom residential hotel, 
cellar door winery, vineyard and 
grappa distillery complex on land 
adjacent to the Olivigna Winery and 
Restaurant.

The old 2.4 hectare farmstead at 
46-52 Brumbys Road, the last prop-
erty on the right as one enters Olivi-
gna, was acquired in late December 
2015 for around $1.25M.

It partly adjoins the southern 
boundary of Olivigna, and is in the 
same ownership.

The land is zoned Rural Conser-
vation 3 and included within an 
Environmental Significance Overlay 
Schedule 3.

The 76-bedroom hotel will, if ap-
proved, be located on the Brumbys 
Road frontage and stepped down the 
slope over three levels, being double 
storey in part. 

It will include reception, breakfast 
areas, dining and function rooms.

The latter will cater for a maximum 
of 150 patrons, 70% of whom are 
expected to be hotel guests.

The distillery will manufacture 
grappa, with vineyards and fruit 
orchards proposed on the eastern 
part of the land; a cellar door tasting 
area with outdoor access will be 
included. 

The orchard and grappa distillery 
will provide for 40 patrons.

Car parking for 98 vehicles will be 
provided.

Ramped driveways will address 
the slope of the land.

Road access will be provided by a 
new roundabout to be constructed 
at the Olivigna end of Brumbys Road, 
allowing turning for coaches and 
other vehicles.

The planning application was ad-
vertised on April 5 with submissions 
or objections to be lodged by May 1.

The Applicant
The applicant acts on behalf of 

John Di Pietro and Anna Gallo, 
co-founders of the Olivigna Restau-
rant and Winery.

After 18 years of hard work, their 
vision became a reality with the 
opening of Olivigna in 2014 creating 
an environmentally-sensitive great 
Italian escape, nestled in leafy War-
randyte.

John and Anna positively exude 
passion for the area and this new 
project. 

A passion which comes from 40 
years ago when John’s father farmed 
the land and John used to rise at 
four or five in the morning to work 
the fields.

They have now acquired the di-
lapidated farmhouse next door, and 

have dreams of reinstating this land 
to reflect the agricultural splendour 
of bygone days.

He told the Diary: “much attention 
by those opposed to the develop-
ment is being levelled at the hotel, 
which has been sensitively designed 
with local stone, timber and glass to 
standards set by council.

“They probably do not realise that 
this only occupies one third of the 
block and is in fact smaller than the 
buildings next door at the orchid 
nursery; the remaining two thirds 
are to be replanted with beautiful 
vineyards, orchards, pavilions and 
citrus groves, with trees and a lake,” 
he said.

Mr Di Pietro said he was proud that 
the success of Olivigna had enabled 
them to financially support local 
kinders, football clubs and Fireball.

Manningham Councillors
The mayor, Michelle Kleinert, said: 

“at this time I am not taking a side 
as we must let the process take its 
course”.

Mullum Mullum ward councillor 
Paul McLeish made a similar com-
ment and said it was important not 
to pre-judge the issue and to let the 
council planning staff come up with 
their recommendations.

He added: “however, I have a num-
ber of concerns about a substantial 
development in that location.

“The need to ensure the safety of 
the road network and to protect the 
rights of adjoining neighbours are 
important considerations.

“I will be listening carefully to 
points raised by my constituents 
and taking these into the deci-
sion-making process”.

State Member for Warrandyte
The Hon Ryan Smith MP told the 

Diary the owners of Olivigna have 
done an outstanding job in building 
and operating what has very quickly 
come to be a Warrandyte icon.

“Olivigna is a multi-award winning 
restaurant which, through food 
innovation, media articles and its 
appearance on MasterChef, has put 
Warrandyte on the map as a tourist 
destination for foodies.

“It is one of Warrandyte’s major 
employers of young people, employ-
ing over 40 locals — this figure is set 
to double if the proposed develop-
ment goes ahead.

“Manningham has strict planning 
criteria, and will take into account all 
elements of the proposal, including 
those which have been raised by 
concerned Warrandyte residents.

“I would imagine that impacts on 
traffic, wildlife and local amenity 
will all be matters that will be under 
active consideration.

“Residents should expect Council 
to make its decision based on what 
the planning provisions allow for 
and how, or if, concerns can be 
mitigated. 

“It is important that the debate into 
the proposal is a mature one, and 
one that is dealing with facts and 
not hyperbole.”

Community reaction
When local residents became 

aware of this in late April, the 
Warrandyte business community 
facebook page received 61 posts on 

the subject in a 48-hour period, and 
there have been many more since.

Many of the residents were con-
cerned that they had not been 
made aware of this development 
earlier and suggested the proposal 
had perhaps been deliberately kept 
under wraps.

95% of people posting were against 
the development.

Reasons given included:
• Much too big.
•  Not appropriate in the green 

wedge.
•  Dangerous road junction at 

5-ways/Roundabout or traffic 
lights needed.

•  Kangaroos and wildlife being 
killed by traffic.

•  Attracting people to a bushfire 
area.

• Disruption to residents.

Cathy Wain, a resident of Brumbys 
Road who initiated the facebook 
thread told us “I cannot see how a 
development of this size is appropri-
ate in our Green Wedge Zone.

“I am dismayed that this may go 
ahead without proper consideration 
for the environment or road safety 
issues — especially of concern as 
our road intersects the dangerous 
junction with Croydon Road and 
Warrandyte-Ringwood Road.

“This is a private road but at times 
it is like Little Bourke Street.

“We have had to pay for a private 
water main; but how is a complex 
with more than 150 people going to 
cope with the water need?

“We do not have a sewer, surely 
that would need to be put in.

“And what is going to happen 
when a tree blocks the roadway 
and 150 plus people from the hotel, 
not to mention a similar number at 
Olivigna, are trapped in a bushfire 
with no exit?”

Renny Koerner-Brown, a new 
resident of Brumbys Road, told the 
Diary she was concerned about the 
wildlife.

“We have over 20 roos every night 
in our two-acre front paddock; we 
have echidnas and eastern long-
necked turtles all of which cross the 
road and so many are killed.

“The road is simply not suitable for 
large delivery trucks and coaches; 
some of the staff and delivery people 
drive at excessive speed with no 
regard for the wildlife, and then we 
get people from out of the area who 
just do not understand how to drive 
on such a road”, she said.

Karen from the adjoining Tandivale 
Equestrian Centre and Pony Club in 
Johansons Road said that she had 
mixed feelings about the application. 
She had some concern for their pos-
sible loss of privacy but her main 

point was about the total inadequa-
cy of the planning regulations.

“I’d love someone to be able to 
explain to me why it is allowed under 
the regulations for a massive new de-
velopment like this on six acres for 
150 people, when I am in the same 
zoning and have 18 acres yet I’m not 
allowed to build a second house for 
four people!” she said.

Fay Theodore wrote on facebook 
“I visit a friend in Brumbys Road to 
feed chooks and check horses when 
the family is away, and the number 
of times I have been nearly forced 
off the very narrow road by food 
supply trucks barrelling along, not to 
mention the tourists speeding down 
there as well, with no regard for 
people or wildlife and — it is nerve 
wracking to put it mildly.

“Having witnessed a few near miss-
es when they turn out into the main 
road turns your blood cold.

“I am all for appropriate develop-
ment and progress but at what cost 
a huge 77 [sic] room hotel?”

Claire Taranto wrote on facebook 
“If they can book it out every week, 
wouldn’t that mean a great growth 
in visitors and tourists staying in the 
area, shopping and dining locally too 
and perhaps It could mean better 
business for the locals?”

Jennifer Kristy agrees: “well con-
sidering the number of weddings 
and events held at Olivigna, accom-
modation seems sensible.

“Is this really going to impact the 
area? I think it would be a wonderful 
addition to the site.

“If it is anything remotely like Ol-
ivigna, it will be beautiful.”

Warrandyte Community 
Association (WCA)

The WCA has lodged a compre-
hensive objection to the proposed 
plans in an amazingly short time 
addressing the relevant sections of 
the planning legislation.

They point out the residential 
areas of the Warrandyte township 
are surrounded by a buffer of rural 
zones.

The subject area of South Warran-
dyte is a mix of semi-rural residen-
tial properties with some smaller 
agricultural enterprises scattered 
throughout.

There are a small number of busi-
nesses such as a farm shop, restau-
rant and plant nurseries mainly 
located along the main road.

The landscape is undulating open 
land with mostly native vegetation 
throughout.

The Common, a large vegetated 
reserve of the Warrandyte State Park 
is a feature of the area.

WCA contends this development 
is an intensification and overdevel-
opment of the land and contravenes 

the requirements of the zoning and 
overlay.
Specific major points in the sub-
mission are:
•  Intensity of use not meeting 

RCZ3 conservation values.
•  Not sufficient association be-

tween the hotel and the agri-
culture; how can such a small 
vineyard and orchard area pos-
sibly produce enough product 
to satisfy the patrons of a 76-bed 
hotel, tasting room and function 
centre?

•  Requirement for maximum of 150 
patrons at the function centre 
unclear; is this in addition to ho-
tel guests or not?

•  Residents’ concerns on size, 
bulk, noise, lighting and impact 
unanswered.

•  The requirements of ESO3 Buffer 
conservation areas not met.

•  The development is out of pro-
portion with surrounding prop-
erties.

•  The removal of remaining rem-
nants of vegetation and replac-
ing with vines and fruit trees is 
at odds with the stated aim of 
protecting and enhancing the 
ecological values of Buffer Con-
servation Areas.

•  Brumbys Road can best be de-
scribed as a one-way, winding, 
narrow country lane; there ap-
pears to be no concern about 
increased traffic along the road.

•  Insufficient passing areas for 
coaches, cars and commercial 
vehicles.

•  Traffic problems with the five 
ways junction.

•  Turning right from Brumbys 
Road can be difficult at busy 
times.

•  No mitigating works are seen as 
essential in this application. 

•  Major difficulties if the hotel and 
adjoining businesses had to be 
evacuated in case of bushfire.

•  The site does not currently have 
access to water and sewerage.

•  No wastewater management plan

In conclusion, WCA is concerned 
with the impact of this proposal on 
the Green Wedge.

The development could also con-
tribute further to noise and light 
pollution — already said to emanate 
from Olivigna.

There is considerable doubt as to 
whether the hotel would be a viable 
proposition without the presence 
of the adjoining Olivigna restaurant 
and winery.

WCA is keen to ensure the proposal 
be judged on its own merits, as it 
applies to the site at 46-52 Brumbys 
Road, and any decision is not influ-
enced by the proximity of nearby 
businesses.

WCA recommends this application 
be refused.

The time for objections has official-
ly closed (May 1 being a guideline). 

Manningham council planning staff 
will now have the unenviable task of 
evaluating the proposal and provid-
ing a recommendation to councillors 
who will come to a decision in due 
course.

The Diary is keen to hear your 
views, and will keep you updated.
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Outrage over “unnecessary” safety barriers 

Book a table for Mothers Day 
and go into the draw to win  

a hamper valued at over $150

104 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte 
To book call 9844 0325

your say

WIN A  

HAMPER!

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490  
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L  W O R K  G U A R A N T E E D

Licensed Roof Plumbers

WARRANDYTE enjoys inter-
esting places, quirky art and a 
beautiful environment.

Each month we will highlight 
one of the places that makes 
Warrandyte special — and your 
job is to find it.

Can you find where this is?

Last month’s answer: 
Pound Bend Reserve carpark, 
near the tunnel.

Find the answer at  
www.warrandytediary.com.au 
—  and in the next edition.

“Know your Warrandyte” 
By SNAPPER

Dear Diary
In Section 4.3 of the Nillumbik Green 
Wedge Management Plan, the fol-
lowing extract from the Nillumbik 
Planning Scheme appears:

“All future land use and devel-
opment will enhance the aesthetic 
qualities of the urban and rural 
environment responding in par-
ticular to the character defined 
by land form, landscapes and 
vegetation cover.” 

It continues “The energies of the Nil-
lumbik Shire Council will be directed 
to enhancing the environmental 
conditions that enrich the area and 
promoting development which meets 
present needs without compromising 
the future wellbeing of the shire.”

I was shocked to recently learn 

By SEAN WALES 
KANGAROO GROUND locals are 
outraged over a 17km stretch of 
road safety barriers VicRoads are 
currently constructing on Kangaroo 
Ground – St Andrews Road. 

According to VicRoads, the project 
will benefit the community by in-
creasing road safety and preventing 
high-speed collisions. 

The Victorian Government has 
provided $6.2M to the project. 

But many locals, including Nillum-
bik Councillor for Sugarloaf Ward 
Jane Ashton, believe the project is 
a waste of taxpayer’s money. 

“It really is an over-engineered 
mess in the middle of our beautiful 
green wedge,” she said.

While Ms Ashton is in favour of 
making local roads safer, she and 
many other locals are questioning 
VicRoads’ methods.

“The VicRoads’ data shows that 
speed reduction has far greater cost 
benefit than barriers,” Ms Ashton 
said. 

Also worrying locals is the fact 
that VicRoads have built a section of 
the barriers near a major kangaroo 
crossing.

Kangaroo Ground resident Lia 
Williams says, “It is upsetting to see 
dead kangaroos on the road outside 
my property, slaughtered between 
the newly erected barriers”.

The barriers could also prevent 
local firefighters from entering prop-
erties during an emergency.

“We live in a very high-risk fire 
area; a barrier is going to block you 
into your own property. It restricts 
firefighters’ access and puts all of us 
in more danger,” Ms Williams said. 

Another major concern for the 

locals and drivers is the safety of 
cyclists. 

Up to 500 cyclists travel along 
Kangaroo Ground – St Andrews Road 
each weekend.

“Cyclists [are] being forced along 
even narrower sections of rough 
road,” Councillor Ashton said. 

Ms Williams believes the barriers 
are a quick-fix solution. 

“Many cyclists use this road up to 
Kinglake. 

“It is a really narrow road as it is, 
they should have used the money 
for cycling lanes. 

“What they are doing is a blanket 
approach — [they should] put bar-
riers where they are needed, not 
just on straight stretches of road 
because there are trees.”

Locals voiced their disapproval of 
the project with ongoing protests 
during April, with up to 40 attending 
some rallies. 

The protestors have been gather-
ing support through a petition and 
by passing leaflets to drivers as they 
stop at the roadworks. 

“We have had a rolling group of 
protestors nearly every day for 
three weeks; many people have 
written to the Premier, their local 
MPs and VicRoads, but few have 
had their letters acknowledged,” 
Councillor Ashton said. 

“Nillumbik Council has also writ-
ten to VicRoads asking them to 
cease work and re-engage with the 
community.

“This is really a David and Goliath 
battle, with VicRoads ploughing on 
as quickly as possible,” she said.

The residents are frustrated that 
VicRoads have taken little notice of 
their disapproval and ignored the 
local community’s ideas. 

“The community suggested im-
proving road shoulders, particularly 
for cyclists, fixing up road surfaces, 
creating safer turnouts from Yarra 
Glen and Wattle Glen Roads onto 
Kangaroo Ground Road, and addi-
tional speed reductions,” Councillor 
Ashton says. 

“For VicRoads it was community 
consultation but for us it wasn’t 
— we were ignored,” Ms Williams 
added.

Ms Williams believes a major issue 
in VicRoads’ assessment of the area 
is the fact there have been no fatali-
ties for many years. 

“There have been 11 accidents in 
the past eight years with no fatalities 
on the Kangaroo Ground – St An-
drews Road in the statistics that we 
have [from VicRoads], yet Kangaroo 
Ground – Warrandyte Road has had 
23 accidents in the past four years. 
VicRoads are doing nothing to im-
prove that road,” Ms Williams said.

Resident George Bernard agreed.
“I’m a local firefighter and I can’t 

remember the last time I’ve come 
to a serious accident [on the road] 
with fatalities or people having to be 
hospitalised,” he said. 

VicRoads data confirmed that there 
had been zero fatalities on Kangaroo 
Ground – St Andrews Road since 
January 1 2006, while on Kangaroo 
Ground – Warrandyte Road there had 
been three fatalities. 

The VicRoads barriers are being 
constructed throughout May, and are 
expected to be completed in June. 

By DAVID HOGG
FOLLOWING on from last month’s 
story on concern over a proposed 
development at 2 Pigeon Bank Road 
in North Warrandyte, several parties 
have appealed this matter to the 
Victorian Civil and Administrative 
Tribunal (VCAT).

Warrandyte Community Associa-
tion (WCA) has joined forces with 
Friends of Nillumbik and the Green 
Wedge Protection Group to request 
a review by VCAT of the decision 
by Nillumbik Council to approve a 
planning application.

In addition, it is understood that 
the original objector, a neighbour, 
and a number of other nearby resi-
dents have lodged similar appeals.

One of the many grounds for the 
appeal by those who did not orig-
inally object to the council is that 
neighbours and community groups 
had not been properly advised of 
the application.

A directions hearing was set down 
at VCAT for last Friday May 5, in-
tended to be a quick hearing to de-
termine whether the late applicants 
would be allowed to appeal.

At this hearing, the barrister for 

the applicant requested the matter 
be thrown out because there had 
been no objectors to the original 
proposal before Nillumbik Council.

He contended the neighbour had 
put in a submission requesting some 
changes, rather than an objection 
and that without any objector there 
was no case to bring to VCAT.

Much discussion ensued on wheth-
er WCA should have been notified 
of the application, on the standing 
of the other community groups and 
their right to join in an action, and 
whether the community groups and 
immediate neighbours would be 
allowed to form a single group to 
appeal the decision.

The VCAT member, Ms Dalia Cook, 
reserved her decision on all matters, 
this is expected to be handed down 
within the next few weeks. 

If the action proceeds, the next 
step is that the parties will attend 
a compulsory conference at VCAT 
on July 6 in an attempt to reach 
agreement.

If this fails, the matter will go to a 
full hearing which is not expected 
to occur before September, and may 
take between two and four days.

For more information on 
the project, please visit 
vicroads.gov.au. 

Pigeon Bank Planning 
goes to VCAT

that the new Council has granted 
planning approval for a residence 
at 2 Pigeon Bank Lane involving the 
removal of approximately 750 trees!

Furthermore, there appear to be 
attempts to downplay the extent of 
the tree loss involved. For example 
the Sugarloaf Ward Councillor was 
quoted in the April Diary:
•  “The 750 trees mentioned are 

mainly saplings and very imma-
ture trees with a girth of less than 
50cm, there are very few mature 
trees..…”

•  “The number of mature trees im-
pacted is likely to be less than 100 
in total…”
To check the accuracy of this, 

I have analysed the detailed tree 
data provided in reports for the 
Permit Application from consultants 
Practical Ecology (PE) and Galbraith 
& Associates. The Reports provide 
the diameter at breast height (DBH) 

for each tree assessed. From this, 
the girth can be calculated. The 
Consultants’ values for DBH conflict 
for some trees, so others may obtain 
slightly different results.
•  I found 740 trees that had been 

identified for removal by one or 
both consultants

•  The great majority (690) are high 
on the ridge, for the dwelling and 
Defendable Space, where the visu-
al impact is greatest.

•  284 of these trees have a girth of 
at least 50cm (I used PE’s values 
when data conflicted)

•  Of these 133 have a girth of 75cm 
or greater.
There are many issues, and con-

flicting points of view. But destroying 
over 700 trees (many of a substantial 
size) for a dwelling is a terrible prec-
edent for the Green Wedge!

I Moore
North Warrandyte

Community groups and neighbours join forces 
to try and appeal planning approval
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By ROCKY RHODES
PITY THE lot of the poor state 
politicians. 

Everyone wants the traffic to be 
moved away from them on a free-
way but no-one wants the freeway 
in their backyard.

And decisions on routes for free-
ways are always controversial, 
and usually a vote-loser.

But a solution is at hand and it’s 
called “spin”.

First we’ll set up an authority 
— “North East Link Authority” 
sounds like a good name.

We’ll announce the appointment 
of a head-honcho, but the offices 
and staffing will take a while.

We’ll put up an impressive 
website; it won’t actually have 
any contact details in terms of an 
office address or phone number, 
but we can get around this by 
having a “contact us” page and a 
form they can fill in.

In the meantime we’ll put out a 
six-page colour flyer into every-
one’s letterbox called “North East 
Link Community Update”.

Everyone wants to be consult-
ed before a major project goes 
ahead, so on the first page we’ll 
throw in phrases like “working 
closely with local communities”.

It makes them feel that they’re 
part of it even though we’ve al-
ready chosen the route.  

Yes, that’s right folks, it’s the 
Western Option.

Down the Greensborough High-
way… tunnel under View Bank… 
down Bulleen Road and Bob’s 
your Uncle…it connects to the 

Eastern Freeway.
I think some of the public have 

stumbled on to it.
Bernie the bookmaker, down 

at the Grand, is offering $1.15 on 
the Bulleen route, $2 on the Cen-
tral route past Beasley’s Nursery, 
$5 on the Eastern route through 
Lilydale and $10 on the VTA pro-
posed tunnel-free route through 
North Warrandyte and Chirnside 
Park.

Yeah, we’ll never do the latter 
because we’ve got all that tunnel-
ling equipment left over from the 
East-West link we abandoned at a 
cost of over $1B.

Not only that but there’s some 
pretty difficult people to deal with 

in that Warrandyte area.
We can stick a whole section 

in the brochure about tunnel-
ling, even though some say we 
shouldn’t have committed to a 
methodology until the route was 
chosen.

Oh bugger, we need to put a 
phone number on the brochure.

Let’s use that old 1800 number 
that goes through to the economic 
development section.

Don’t forget to tell them that if 
callers ask for the North East Link 
Authority they should pretend 
they’re it.

They can take a message… then 
file it.

Oh dear, another month’s gone 
by and we haven’t done much.

End of April so let’s put out 
another press release this time 
telling everyone we’re now doing 
some drilling.

Why are we drilling everywhere 
for soil samples when we’ve al-
ready chosen the route?

Well, if we drill near Warran-
dyte we may strike gold, and that 
will pay for the project.

Let’s see, this press release will 
need a map to show where the 
suggested routes are.

Ooh, there was a good map 
in the Warrandyte Diary a few 
months ago.

I know it’s a bit late but let’s add 
something like that, so the main-
stream newspapers can claim it’s 
something new.

And if the whole thing goes 
belly-up, we can always cancel it 
after the next election.

Trees to go in bridgeworks

satire

MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC
A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning 

muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!
Suite 3, 35-37 Drysdale Road, Warrandyte  9844 5495

Checkout our reviews on Facebook

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

Contractor not  
yet announced.
By DAVID HOGG

By DAVID HOGG
ANOTHER month has gone by and 
works have still not commenced on 
the bridge expansion which was due 
to begin in April.

In relation to the appointment of a 
contractor for the works, Cameron 
Tait, Media and Communications 
Advisor — Metro North West Vi-
cRoads, said that there has not been 
an announcement as yet. 

“But we will keep you informed 
when this occurs”, he said.

“The Warrandyte Bridge upgrade 
is a complex project which has re-
quired detailed planning to ensure it 
meets the current and future needs 
of the community,” Mr Tait added. 

He told the Diary the works are 
expected to start on the project in 
May and be completed by late 2017, 
before the start of the next bushfire 
season.

Planning at Manningham
A number of residents and the 

Warrandyte Community Associa-
tion (WCA) have lodged objections 
with Manningham Council regard-
ing VicRoads’ application for a  
planning permit for the works on  
the south side.

An examination of the lodged plans 
shows that it is intended to remove 
five trees, two of which are large and 
stand as iconic sentinels on each 
side of the south end of the bridge 
(as pictured).

The intention to remove trees of 
such a size has come as a surprise, 
as no mention was made of this at 
the community consultation ses-
sions earlier.

Kyle Gillan from the WCA told the 
Diary: “the Warrandyte Historical 
Society and the WCA have joined 
forces with a view to establishing 
an urban design advisory panel to 
oversee the redevelopment of the 
bridge”.

Ryan Smith, State MP for Warran-
dyte, had recently asked a question 
in Parliament of the Minister for 
Roads and Safety, Luke Donnellan, 
requesting that he support and 
commit to the implementation of 
such a panel.

Mr Donnellan replied that artis-
tic impressions had already been 
shared with the community, but 
generally avoided any mention of 
support for such a panel indicating 
that the priority was to complete the 
works before the next fire season.

Mr Gillan lamented the broken 
promises by VicRoads to consult on 
design of the project, the lack of con-
sultation on the design materials, 
and feared that the end result would 

be an ugly mixture of concrete and 
steel barriers to protect pedestrians 
from traffic, in stark contrast to the 
Manningham project currently un-
derway to provide attractive natural 
stone paving at the bridge shops.

“The location of the proposed 
bridgeworks is protected by the 
Warrandyte township heritage 
overlay and the proposed works will 

adversely affect heritage values be-
cause the historical road alignment 
is being changed and widened, and 
barriers, fences and the ugly use of 
grey concrete do not comply with 
the heritage guidelines required by 
Manningham.

“Other objectors will no doubt be 
raising concerns on the tree remov-
al, flora and fauna impacts particu-
larly as the bridge is used by local 
fauna such as wombats and sugar 
gliders at night”, Mr Gillan said.

He is hopeful that Manningham 
planners will pay strong attention to 
the requirements of Heritage Over-
lay Warrandyte Township Heritage 
Precinct 191 of the Manningham 
Planning Scheme when evaluating 
this planning matter.

Planning at Nillumbik
Meanwhile things are progressing 

far more slowly with regard to plan-
ning permits on the north side.

The planning permit application 
was lodged with Nillumbik on April 3.

 A site inspection was carried out 
by the council planners on April 
27 following which a letter was 
sent to VicRoads requesting more 
information.

The permit request is not currently 
available to the public.

Whilst this proposal also involves 
removal of trees the Diary under-
stand there is nothing on the north 
side of any significant concern.

Nillumbik council planning depart-
ment advised the Diary these works 
will be advertised at some time in 
the future at which point there will 
be a 14-day period in which people 
or organisations can make submis-
sions or objections.
Footpaths and Shared Pathways
As made clear at earlier communi-

ty information nights, a three metre 
shared pathway for pedestrians and 
cyclists will be constructed off the 
west side of the bridge.

However, there has been some con-
fusion concerning the footpath on 
the east side which is to be retained 
as a 1.8m footpath.

In the plans submitted recently to 
Manningham for the planning permit 
this path on the east side is shown 
as “New Shared Pathway”.

The Diary has sought clarification 
from VicRoads and they advise “The 
width of the footpath on the eastern 
side of the bridge will be extended 
to 1.8 metres AND the number of 
traffic lanes on the bridge will also 
be extended from two to three. 

“The eastern side footpath will 
still be used as a footpath and not a 
shared path for use by cyclists and 
pedestrians. 

“The reason the path on the east 
side of the bridge was described as 
a ‘shared path’ in the council’s plan-
ning documents is because of its new 
width; a technical issue.”

The North East Link saga 

“It makes them 
feel that they’re 
part of it even 
though we’ve 

already chosen 
the route.”
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For more information 
visit:   
www.bit.ly/PowerlineBSP

Powerline replacement 
program now complete
By DAVID HOGG
A SIGH of relief can be heard from 
many North Warrandyte residents as 
significant works by AusNet Services 
to improve the safety of the electrici-
ty network across North Warrandyte 
has been completed. 

The State Government funded 
works, which have been in progress 
since mid last year, involved replac-
ing or undergrounding large sections 
of the 22kV high voltage power 
network along Research-Warrandyte 
Road and Kangaroo Ground-Warran-
dyte Road. 

Nine kilometres of bare wire have 
been replaced with safer, covered 
bundled cables, with another five 
kilometres of overhead powerlines 
placed underground. 

AusNet Services Powerline Re-
placement Fund project manager 
Aaron McArrich said: “this work is 
aimed at reducing bushfire risk and 
improving power supply reliability 
in North Warrandyte. 

“While some customers did experi-
ence planned interruptions to their 
power supply, we tried to minimise 

the impact to the community during 
this important safety work.”

Mr McArrich thanked the commu-
nity for their patience and under-
standing during the works. 

Although most are happy that the 
constant disruption to traffic and 

scheduled power outages are now 
over, many would question whether 
power supply reliability has been 
improved, as unscheduled outages 
still seem to be occurring quite 
frequently.

Time will tell.

By TOBY WARD
QUINTON’S IGA has been the victim 
of two robberies within a week. 

The independent supermarket 
was first broken into at 4:30am on 
April 19. 

The alleged culprits fled in a Silver 
Toyota RAV4.

The second burglary occurred at 
3am on April 24, with the alleged 
offenders leaving the scene in a dark 
coloured Honda. 

Quinton’s IGA owner, Julie Quin-
ton, says she’s deeply saddened by 
the thefts and hopes the offenders 
are punished accordingly. 

“I’m feeling very angry that these 
lowlifes have no regard for the effect 
their robberies have on people,” 
she said. 

“It’s a dreadful experience to 
receive a phone call in the middle 
of the night from security — I hope 
the police are successful in tracking 
down those responsible and when 
they do; let’s hope the justice sys-
tem come down hard on them,” Ms 
Quinton added. 

The investigation is ongoing 
and Victoria Police urge anyone 
with information to contact Crime  
Stoppers.

Double 
robbery rocks 
Quinton’s

By STEPHEN REYNOLDS
RECENTLY members of the Ma-
roondah Group of the Australian 
Plant Society joined with interested 
local people for a walk around the 
Community Centre Garden and to 
hear from Bev Hanson and Alan 
King about the challenges expe-
rienced in changing the original 
garden plans put forward by the 
Centre’s architect into a design 
more in keeping with Warrandyte 
values.   

The initial proposal had almost 
no native or indigenous planting, 
looking much like a formal subur-
ban rose garden and with a nearly 
three-metre-high wall at the rear of 
the building.

Fortunately, after some lobbying 
and community pressure good 
sense prevailed, a plan put forward 
by Bev Hanson was adopted and 
she and a group of volunteers along 
with local landscape contractor 
Andy Avard were able to achieve 
the much more appropriate end 
result we see today.

Both speakers paid tribute to 
the strong community support the 
Community Centre project received 
from both Councils and their Coun-

cillors, the Warrandyte Advisory 
Committee, the Warrandyte Diary 
and a multitude of local groups and 
individuals.  

Local councillor at the time Vern 
Denford was particularly active 
in getting council support for the 
project.

Visitors were also treated to a 
short summary of the development 
starting with the condemning of the 
original building on the site after 
somebody fell through the floor 
and all user organisations had to 
find other homes.  

The old building had for many 
years been the local garage so an 
important part of the project was 
to remove the petrol storage tanks 
and an enormous amount of con-
taminated soil.

Special attention was drawn to 
the Inge King sculpture “Boulder” 
which is on display at the courtyard 
area at the rear of the library and it 
was light heartedly suggested [but 
probably true] that Bev Hanson 
went to the council quarry and 
individually selected each of the 
large rocks which are a feature of 
the garden.

War of the roses
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Mentoring for new Leos Club
The Lions Club of Warrandyte is proud to be mentoring a new 

Leos Club.

Leos enhance and contribute to the community in the same 

manner as the Lions with a youth appeal while having a great 

time making lasting friendships. Interested and prospective Leos 

aged 15 to 25 years are most welcome. 

For further information contact:  

Leos President Damon Moorfoot on 0408706297 or  

Leos Secretary Hayley Wilson-Rowell on 0401336744

Warrandyte is a unique community 
and for many of us it would be hard 
to move away from our friends — but 
many elderly Warrandyte residents 
have had to make hard choices: cope 
with the steep blocks, large gardens 
and the fire risk, or move out of 
Warrandyte to a retirement village in 
Doncaster or Lilydale or elsewhere.  

Warrandyte has been losing its 
elderly residents because of a lack 
of suitable housing — while 25% of 
Warrandyte is over 55, only 0.25% of 
Warrandyte housing is specifically 
built with retirees in mind.

More than ten years ago a not 
for profit community group, The 
Warrandyte Community Retirement 
Housing co-operative (WCRHC) was 
formed to give elderly Warrandyte 
residents more options so that they 
could remain living in the locality.  

With support of individuals, coun-
cil and businesses they established 
Warrandyte’s first micro-retirement 
village, “Creekside”.  

With just five villas located near An-
dersons Creek Primary school, the 
residents of “Creekside” have formed 
their own little community within the 

wider Warrandyte community.  
The development has become a 

model for micro-retirement villages 
and recognised with two housing 
industry awards. 

The WCRHC has secured a second 
property, this time in West End Road 
and is in the process of developing 
a similar micro-retirement village.  

Local experts Adie Courtney, Bev 
Hanson and Doug Seymour have 
been working on the design, while 

neighbours and Creekside residents 
have also been constructively con-
tributing to the work.  

It is a true community effort.  
“Riverside” will have five two-bed-

room villas incorporating local 
stonework, indigenous gardens and 
elderly-friendly layouts.  

There is a gazebo under the boughs 
of a large oak tree for casual meet-
ings and afternoon teas.  

A tree lined path leads out to First 

Street and the Yarra parklands.  
Goldfields and the bus stop is a 

short walk.
The new villas should be ready to 

move into early next year.
The property has already had 

strong support from potential res-
idents.

For enquiries: 
Andrew Yen, 0402 934 899 or 
WCRHC, PO Box 352, Warrandyte.

By DICK DAVIES
“IT’S PARADISE HERE!” “Love 
Warrandyte! Best Parade!” “Love 
the Warrandyte Diary!” “Feeling 
blessed to live here!” — some of 
the comments on the Warrandyte 
Community Association’s Writers 
Wall at the Festival.

Passers bye chalked up respons-
es to the question: “What’s on 
your mind in Warrandyte?” while 
children drew pictures, filling up 
eight large panels. 

“There’s a strong sense that peo-
ple love Warrandyte as it is, with-
out too much change – whether 
it be development, traffic density 
or even security,” WCA President 
Dick Davies said.

Being Warrandyte, comment 
was not without humour — “$50 
Bridge Toll for Non-Residents!” 
and “Build a Wall — and make 
Templestowe pay for it!” also 
featured. 

Traffic problems featured prom-
inently, “Stop Trucks”, “Leave 
the Bridge alone”, “Fix Traffic 
on Warrandyte Ringwood Road”, 
“Zebra Crossing at Police Street”.

Recreationalists called for “Bike 
track from Beasleys”, “More 
sports”, “Girls footy”, “Warran-
dyte soccer club”.

Concerns about overdevelop-
ment and inappropriate subdi-
vision focused attention on the 
threat to the Green Wedge – 
“Protect North Warrandyte from 
Nillumbik Shire Council”, “No 
Doncastration of North Warran-
dyte” and “No Doncastration of 
South Warrandyte” [What about 
Warrandyte!?]

Dick Davies said it was both 
heartening and saddening to meet 
many former residents who re-
turn at the Festival with nostalgia 
and regret about leaving. 

By JAMES POYNER
CHRIS PADGHAM has lived in War-
randyte his entire life — apart from 
a short stint in North Ringwood — he 
has also spent his life dedicated to 
improving men’s health, spending 
his life working with men of all ages 
to help them deal with emotional 
stress which can often lead to them 
either lashing out violently or com-
pletely shutting down and becoming 
disconnected with society.

In his spare time, Mr Padgham 
has worked for Victorian Red Cross 
Men’s Referral Service, MensLine 
Australia, Shire of Yarra Rangers 
Kids’ Service, is an Assistant Scout 
Leader and has also been a foster 
parent.

Mr Padgham is now investigating 
establishing a Men’s Shed for War-
randyte.

“My objective, which is the objec-
tive of every Men’s Shed really, is to 
have a place where men can meet 
and talk and share their experience 
and stuff and I think it will be a great 
thing for Warrandyte.

“I thought that [a Men’s Shed] 
was a good opportunity to act as a 
catalyst and contribute something 
back to the community — there have 
been a lot of people talking about it 
but not a lot happening so I thought 
I could get the ball rolling,” said Mr 
Padgham.

The current DHS grant that in-
spired Mr Padgham is unsuitable 
for a Warrandyte Men’s Shed as it 
is targeted at rural communities or 
those which have recently experi-
enced significant social or economic 
change, or communities which have 
a large immigrant population.

But Mr Padgham has been speaking 
with the local community and Man-
ningham Council. 

Although the criteria and time-
frame of the current grant is unre-
alistic for our own Men’s Shed, he 
is positive that in the near future an 
acceptable proposal for a Warran-
dyte Men’s Shed could be presented 
to the DHS.

“I wrote to the council saying this 
looks like a thing we could go for 
and a woman from the council rang 
me back in a day or so and said the 
council were quite supportive of the 
idea,” said Mr Padgham.

The ethos of the Men’s Shed As-
sociation is: “one of the most pow-
erful tools in addressing health and 
wellbeing and helping men to once 
again become valued and productive 
members of our community”.

Data from the 2011 census indi-
cates that the population of Warran-
dyte has an average age of 40, the 
average age of Victorians in rural 
Victoria is over 50.

The census data for Warrandyte 
counted 2,700 men, over half of these 
being aged over 40, which means 
we can assume that one quarter of 
the population of Warrandyte is at 
risk of suffering from mental health 
issues, silently, as they are unwilling 
to talk about it.

The modern Men’s Shed is about 
helping these men, through a broad 
range of skills, engage with their 
feelings and the community and Mr 
Padgham, with a career in men’s 
mental health, is in a prime position 
to drive the Men’s Shed movement 
in Warrandyte.

“Someone suggested perhaps 
utilising the old Riverview service 
station.

“It already has two big workshops 
that nobody is doing anything with  
and it is currently owned by United 
and they want to offload it as they do 

not have permission to operate it as 
a petrol station,” said Mr Padgham.

A double win for Warrandyte, if Mr 
Padgham can turn an existing and 
un-used building into a community 
hub for older men.

The road ahead is long though, 
with five existing Men’s Sheds with-
in 25km of Warrandyte (Eltham, 
Ringwood, Yarra Glen, Croydon, 
Doncaster) and an extensive list of 
hurdles that any Men’s Shed applica-
tion needs to jump to be considered.

After meeting with Manningham 
Council on May 1, Mr Padgham told 
the Diary the key points from his 
meeting were:
•  They support the concept.
•  He presented the possibility of 

Riverview Garage, they are check-
ing out it’s zoning as a first step.

•  He needs to get hard evidence  
of demand.

Mr Padgham will now spend the 
next few months talking to local 
community groups, and other Men’s 
Sheds to collate enough data so that 
he can present a case to Manning-
ham Council that Warrandyte needs 
a Men’s Shed.

He has created an online survey, 
(surveymonkey.com/r/FRTQT5R) 
with hopefully a hard copy at IGA.

The Warrandyte Diary will follow 
Mr Padgham on his journey.

On the face of it, a Men’s Shed 
may appear to just be a place where 
men go to tinker with cars, but 
Mr Padgham explains the concept 
behind a Men’s Shed is much more 
than that.

“That’s the vehicle for delivering 
the service, for sure — but the 
service you are delivering is men’s 
health”.

Housing solutions for Warrandyte’s retirees

Tinkering for men’s health Warrandyte 
speaks

All the comments from 
the Writers Wall avail-
able on the WCA website 
bit.ly/WCAWall
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IN THE LAST article I mentioned how 
the Aboriginal football game, now 
known universally as Marngrook, 
was played at the first “Warrandyte 
Festival” in 1852. 

My great-grandfather Tom Chivers, 
his brother Willie and father John 
attended and watched, so I grew 
up hearing vague references to this 
game. 

In my secondary school days in the 
1950s, I attended Scotch College and 
there heard about how Tom Wills 
had invented Aussie Rules. 

Scotch College and Melbourne 
Grammar had played the first game 
in 1858, with Tom Will as the umpire, 
so it was a key part of the school’s 
folklore. 

It was not until the early 1980s 
when I learned something about 
Tom Will’s childhood that I realised 
it closely mirrored that of my own 
great grandfather, Tom Chivers. 

Tom Wills was born in 1836 and 
grew up near Ararat. 

He became fluent in Tjapwoorong 
language, songs, dances and games. 

At age 14 he was sent to Rugby 
School in England, and became 

Captain of the school football and 
cricket teams. 

Wills returned to Victoria seven 
years later in 1857 at age 21 and 
immediately established himself as 
the foremost cricketer in the colony. 

He declared that cricketers needed 
to play football to remain fit over the 
winter if Victoria was to ever beat 
New South Wales at cricket, but that 
it should be “a game of our own”.

With some others, Wills then 
drafted the first Australian Football 
rules in 1858. 

Historians have always jumped to 
the conclusion that he was inspired 
by having played Rugby in England.

 It is a fairly typical reaction that 
springs from the pervasive effects 
of the idea of ‘Terra Nullius’ which 
assumes Aboriginal culture as vac-
uous and incapable of influencing 
white society. 

In fact, when he was at Rugby 
School Tom Wills inspired the play-
ing of the game of Rugby in new ways 
that came directly from his experi-
ence of Marngrook, or Mingorm as 
it was called in Tjapwoorong. 

Evoking images of the high mark 

in Marngrook, English newspapers 
reported how “Wills, to the admira-
tion of the spectators rose above the 
swarm of boys...” 

In 1983 I therefore published my 
proposition that Australian Rules 
was derived from Marngrook. 

Rather than writing an academic 
article I did this through the popular 
press and the idea gained strong 
support with ordinary Australians. 

I was therefore quite stunned when 
the AFL produced an official history 
in 2008 that completely dismissed 
the connection with Marngrook as 
“a seductive myth”. 

With some hubris the AFL historian 
asserted that there was no evidence 
that Marngrook had been played 
where Tom Wills grew up. 

She of course meant documenta-
tion written by white men. 

More than this, the historian as-
serted that the game would not have 
been imported from elsewhere in 
the Western District, because tribal 
people never left their own areas for 
fear of being killed. 

I responded promptly to this ludi-
crous assertion and the exchanges 

IF YOU ARE enjoying Birrarung 
Stories, there is a chance to 
become more closely aware 
of all the fabulous Aboriginal 
history and heritage of our area. 
Reconciliation Manningham 
is holding an event during 
Reconciliation Week, with 
local historian and Diary 
columnist Jim Poulter giving 
a presentation titled A Virtual 
Tour of Significant Sites and 
Songlines in Manningham. 
Jim is a most informative 
and entertaining speaker and 

the event is sure to be well 
attended. 
No bookings required so do not 
be late.  
The details are: 
  Wednesday May 31  

7:30pm – 9pm  
The Pines Learning and   
 Activity Centre 
2/520 Blackburn Road  
Doncaster East 
Manningham U3A Room 13 

There will be a chance for 
questions and discussion during 
and after Jim’s presentation. 

Marngrook: the original Aussie Rules
By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories

Stories of significant sites and songlines

became known as “the football 
history war”. 

However, it soon petered out to a 
cease-fire with the AFL continuing to 
support its historian.

Well, after a nine-year cease-fire the 
war may have resumed. 

Professor Jenny Hocking of 
Monash University recently un-
covered an Aboriginal eye-witness 
description of the game right where 
Tom Wills grew up. 

However despite the obliteration 
of its official history by this discov-
ery, it is unlikely that the AFL will 
formally acknowledge or redress 
the situation. 

In many ways the situation the AFL 
refuses to face, typifies the paradox 
confronting the Australian public.

In recent years the AFL has done a 
most commendable job of denounc-
ing on-field racism, but this tends to 
see racism as just a problem of poor 
individual attitude. 

In reality, Australians overwhelm-
ingly are not personally racist. 

We are probably the most egalitar-
ian society on Earth. 

The real problem is that we have 
received ideas with racist notions 
embedded in them, and we have not 

yet learned how to challenge these 
received ideas. 

This is called institutional racism 
and it still runs deep.

Our nation was founded on the 
notion of Terra Nullius, and this to-
tally spurious, legally vapid notion 
proposes that Australia was a vast 
empty continent. 

That is of course apart from a few 
simple, primitive, pagan, nomadic, 
stone-age, hunter-gatherers. 

In reality, all these pejorative 
terms still underpin our perceptions 
and make it very hard to see the 
achievements of traditional Austra-
lian society. 

If civilization is assessed on the 
degree of civil cohesion, and an ab-
sence of poverty, hunger, pestilence 
and war, then traditional Australian 
society was the greatest civilization 
the world has ever seen. 

And this is part of our fabulous 
heritage as Australians.

Wouldn’t it be good if the AFL 
took less of a tokenistic approach, 
embraced the Aboriginal origins of 
Aussie Rules and organised games 
of Marngrook during its Indigenous 
Round? 

Or am I Dreaming?
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10am - 12 noon 
Saturday 20th May 2017
Our open day activities 

will include:
Face painting, Sausage sizzle 
and Seed planting for kids.

WK_ad25/04/17_O.indd   1 27/04/2017   11:04 AM

By SANDI MILLER
CONGRATULATIONS to our 
newest local Logie winner, 
Debra Lawrance.

Debra has lived in Warran-
dyte for almost twenty years 
with her husband Dennis 
Coard — who is also an actor 
— and their two children.

“I grew up in North Ring-
wood, so I never felt that I 
moved here, it’s like I have 
always lived here,” she said.

Best known for her long 
running role as Pippa in Home 
and Away, Debra has recently 
been seen on our screens 
in Josh Thomas’ hit series 
Please Like Me, playing Thom-
as’s suicidal mother — a 
role which saw her crowned 
Best Supporting Actor at this 
year’s Logie Awards.

She told the Diary the role 
was one of her most satisfy-
ing roles to play because of 
the effect her performance 
had on people living with 
mental illness and their fam-
ilies. 

“There has been so much 
positive feedback about the 
fact that we got it right, and 
that’s been really gratifying,” 
she said.

Please Like Me has been 
screened all over the world 
having been co-produced 
with American cable channel 
Pivot TV, a network aimed at 
millennials. 

When the penny dropped 
that millennials do not ac-
tually watch television, the 
channel folded and Please 
Like Me was taken up by Hulu 
for streaming — a pastime 
taken up with gusto by young-
er generations.

“It took off in a really big 

way, people slowly found it 
and started sharing it with 
each other,” she said.

Debra studied performance 
at the National Institute of 
Dramatic Arts (NIDA) with 
classmates Mel Gibson, Judy 
Davis and Steve Bisley.

“We are still called the Vin-
tage Year, of the 15 of us, 
there are still around eight or 
nine still working as actors, 
which is a pretty extraordi-
nary take-up,” she said.

“We all really liked each oth-
er, it was a great time — and 
it is a bond that lasts forev-
er,” she said of her current 
relationship with her former 
classmates.

Debra has continued to 
work with some of the best 
and brightest in the business, 
for example her time on Fred 
Schepisi’s Evil Angels where 
she worked alongside Meryl 
Streep.

“We had to rehearse for two 
weeks before shooting so I 
got to know her very well 
and she told me how hard 

the Australian accent was to 
achieve, until she worked out 
that ‘you Australians do noth-
ing at all inside your mouths’ 
and so she just relaxed her 
whole jaw,” Debra recalled.

At home Debra and Den-
nis are involved in the arts 
around Nillumbik, reading 
the winning stories for the 
Alan Marshall awards and 
many other poetry and story 
reading engagements.

When she is not performing, 
Debra is also a passionate 
teacher, teaching communi-
cation skills to her corporate 
and private students.

“I teach people how to 
speak,” she told the Diary.

Debra is poised to return to 
television in a very different 
role, as a celebrity contestant 
in the Seven Network’s Hell’s 
Kitchen, with celebrity chef 
Marco Pierre White.

 “I have been a huge, tragic 
fan of Marco for the last 25 
years — I love cooking, so 
there was no question I want-
ed to hang out with him for 
six weeks — it was everything 
I expected to be.

Celebrities in the competi-
tion are playing for charity,  
Debra’s choice of charity was 
Ovarian Cancer Australia due 
to the death of a close friend 
last year from the disease.

Debra believes that Breast 
Cancer, rightly, receives a lot 
of attention with the likes of 
Gold Logie winner Samuel 
Johnson championing the 
cause.

“But there is not that same 
level of awareness of the 
amazing work that Ovarian 
Cancer Australia does,” she 
said.

THE NILLUMBIK Art Prize finalists have been 
announced, and local Warrandyte artist Denise 
Keele-Bedford has been announced as one of 
those selected.

The Nillumbik Prize is a celebration of con-
temporary works of excellence in any medi-
um by artists with a Nillumbik connection, 
with the forty finalist’s works on display at 
Monsalvat in June and July.

The $5,000 prize will be awarded by Dr Isobel 
Crombie of the National Gallery of Victoria.

Ms Keele-Bedford’s describes her work, 
Eclipse, as showing six phases of an eclipse 
representing the theory of six degrees of 
separation.

“When traveling I have a sense of being close 
to home by knowing that wherever I may be 
friends, family and I see the same moon, the 
same sun and the same eclipses.”

The series is placed in an arc as the Moon 

circles the Earth in a continuous arc and the 
Earth circles the Sun in a continuous arc.
Nillumbik Art Prize 2017
The Barn Gallery
Montsalvat 7 Hillcrest Avenue, Eltham
Opening 6:30pm Thursday June 1

Art prize finalists announcedOur Debra wins big 
at TV’s night of nights
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WARRANDYTE

WARRANDYTECocoa Moon Cafe  
166 Yarra Street  
Warrandyte  
Ph: 9844 5081

New fire station officially opened

Grab a dog bed, special treats for 
your four pawed friend, custom 
leads and collars (stitched on the 
spot) so pup will never be lost. But 
remember – your fur babies need 
to be on a short lead.

Park near Warrandyte Primary, the Sports Club, 
the Community Centre, or North Warrandyte 
CFA and catch the Warrandyte Market Express 
Bus (sponsored by Cocoa Moon).

ph: 9844 4100  www.warrandyteriversidemarket.com.au

The most dog friendly market  
in Melbourne

First Saturday of the month 8am-1pm

WARRANDYTE

WARRANDYTE

By SAMMI TAYLOR
SOUTH Warrandyte’s brand new fire 
station is officially open, with a ded-
icated team of career and volunteer 
firefighters on board and ready to 
protect the local community. 

The $6.8m custom-built building 
is over five years in the making, and 
the final product is an impressive 
state-of-the-art space outfitted with 
the best facilities and equipment. 

The integrated station includes 
three drive-through bays for trucks, 
an area for protective equipment, 
training spaces, meetings rooms 
and living quarters for up to six full 
time staff. 

The station, on an expansive site 
at Falconer Road in Park Orchards, 
is the official new home of the South 
Warrandyte fire brigade, who said 
goodbye to their much-loved station 
on Brumbys Road in mid 2016. 

The new facilities will allow the bri-
gade to attend incidents over a larg-
er area including South Warrandyte, 
Park Orchards, North Ringwood, 
Warranwood and Donvale.

The new site, within the ‘Green 
Wedge’ of Park Orchards, not only 
serves the community but seam-
lessly suits the landscape, blending 
in with the local environment — and 
there is even a specialised focus on 
conserving the biodiversity of the 
area and providing for native flora 
and fauna.

South Warrandyte brigade is a 
strong and dedicated team, and the 
new station will be staffed 24 hours 
a day by a team of six full-time ca-
reer fire-fighters and upwards of 40 
volunteers that will help the brigade 
deal with increased demand.

The new station was officially 
opened by Emergency Services Min-
ister James Merlino at a commemo-
ration ceremony on Sunday April 23. 

Career and volunteer firefighters, 
their family and friends, and the wid-
er community gathered on the sunny 
Sunday morning to acknowledge the 
hard-work and tireless support of all 

our local CFA firefighters — and to 
have a stickybeak of the premises.

After revealing a commemora-
tion plaque and declaring the site 
officially open, MP James Merlino 
highlighted the important role the 
new station will play in keeping the 
community safe.

“Our firefighters do an amazing job 
keeping our communities safe and 
we need to provide the right facili-
ties to allow them to keep doing that.

“A 24/7 service and more firefight-
ers will help meet increased demand 
of our growing outers suburbs, while 
bigger and better facilities ensure 
the brigade is well equipped for the 
future,” he said.

Other speakers on the day includ-
ed CFA Board Chair Greg Smith, D13 
Operations Officer Jamie Hansen, 
South Warrandyte Brigade Chairper-
son Chris Haggarty and a welcome 
to country address from Wurundjeri 
Elder Tony Garvey. 

The South Warrandyte Brigade has 
a 60-year history, and has played 
an active role in major incidents in 
Victoria including Ash Wednesday 
and the Hazelwood mine fire. 

The first written records of the 
South Warrandyte Brigade date 
back to 1947, and the Brigade was 
officially registered with the Country 
Fire Authority in 1949. 

The first South Warrandyte station, 
a galvanised iron shed built in 1963, 
is a far cry from the state-of-the-art 
facility now on Falconer Road. 

But it is also important to remem-
ber the history of the well known 
and well loved Brumbys Road sta-
tion, which was home to the brigade 
from 1988 to 2016.

Operations Officer Jamie Hansen 
says the move to the new station is 
a historic one, with a lot of emotions 
tied to the old site, but the brigade 
is excited about the new space and 
facilities, which will help them bet-
ter respond to emergencies in the 
local area. 

“The brigade has just moved from 

a station that they built from the 
ground up, with their bare hands 
themselves — so it’s a big change,” 
he said.

Mr Hansen also said the new 
station provides even more oppor-
tunities for the CFA to engage with 
the local community, and vice versa. 

“One of the key things to remem-
ber is the history, and what makes 
the brigade what it is…and that’s 
a culture of everyone helping each 
other,” he said. Photos: STEPHEN REYNOLDS
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Vale Margory Joan Lapworth OAM JP 
I HAVE ONLY recently learnt of the passing of 
the “Queen of Warrandyte”, Margory Lapworth.

The Walker’s first came to know Margory 
when as the winning bidders of a four course 
meal for four people (a gift from Margory to 
Taroona Avenue kinda fundraiser in 1993). 

Margory was the hostess ably assisted in the 
kitchen and dining room by her friend Lynn 
Lowther. 

Our friendship grew over the many years I 
was a policeman at Warrandyte. Margory was 
involved in most aspects of Warrandyte life. 

She ran Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 
before taking on the role of Secretary of War-
randyte Housing and Support Services (WHSS), 
an organisation that helped those in need of 
assistance. 

The Queen ran that organisation for 20+ years 
and during that time she could always be relied 
upon to pick up the phone, be in the office to 
give advice to the many clients who sought her 
help (and there were many). 

Whilst she was running WHSS she also took 
on the role of Secretary of the Warrandyte/Park 
Orchards & Wonga Park Police Community 
Consultative Committee (PCCC). 

It was in that role she — with the other mem-
bers of the PCCC — amongst other initiatives, 
established the community garden down the 
road from the police station, obtained the 
services of a drug & alcohol worker for the 
greater Warrandyte area for a 12-month period, 
campaigned for a lower speed limit along Yarra 
Street and the installation of traffic lights (both 
successful campaigns). 

Margory, you never sat still. 
You went on to be not only a Rotarian but a 

Paul Harris fellow and the inaugural President 
of the Warrandyte/Donvale rotary club. 

You were an inspiration to many.  
Because of your commitment to the commu-

nity you were awarded an OAM. 
What a lady. 
I thank you for your friendship, not only to 

me, Peta, Georgia, Callum & Sadi but to all who 
came to you for help and received it.  

The world will be a poorer place without you. 
You will be missed. 
Rest In Peace with your beloved husband 

Tony. 
The Queen is dead. Long live the Queen. 

Your friend, Keith Walker

IT WAS WITH a heavy heart I heard the passing 
of Margory Lapworth, an iconic Warrandyte 
woman and advocate for those having a diffi-
cult time in their life.

I first met Margory in 2012 seeking crisis 
housing after finding myself suddenly single 
with three children, not able to pay the rent 
and partner MIA. 

Margory was one feisty woman who went 
into bat for me and many others to find them 
somewhere to live. 

That year she helped with food, Christmas 
presents for my kids and even assisted me in 
moving home. 

Asking for help was unfamiliar with me but 
was so grateful for someone who would listen 

to my dilemma and take action. 
For anyone that came into contact with 

Margory they know that she will forever be 
remembered as someone with a big heart and 
a fire in her belly. 

I did find my feet eventually, found a great 
house to rent in Warrandyte and then it was 
time to ‘pay it forward’ back to Margory with 
my time, money and donations to her cause 
and to the community. 

It brought tears to my eyes that she is no 
longer with us and she will be sorely missed by 
so many and leaves a gap within Warrandyte 
for those experiencing challenging times.
Debi Slinger

I ONLY KNEW Margory for the last twelve 
years of her life. 

In that time, I knew her as something of an 
icon in our community and as someone who 
was, in some way, connected with a whole 
range of events, people and organisations 
through the Warrandyte community.

Communities are made by the people within 
them and volunteers are the glue by which 
communities thrive and stay together.

Warrandyte is blessed to have a wide range 
of people who lend their time, effort and exper-
tise in the service of others, and over several 
years Margory made her mark as a standout 
in that committed and passionate group of 
volunteers in Warrandyte. 

The Old Miner’s Cottage in Yarra St, Warran-
dyte was where you could often find Margory.

It was from there that she ran Warrandyte 
Housing and Support Services, a service rec-
ognised by state government and one which 
offered a range of assistance to those in need 
— emergency housing, offerings from the food 
bank and, at times, counselling services. 

These counselling services were typically 
given in Margory’s trademark style – an often 
blunt characterisation of the problem and 
a pragmatic approach to the issue at hand. 
In discussing some of these counselling ses-
sions with Margory, what shone through was 
her obvious empathy for her clients, as well 
as her plain and obvious desire to help them 
through their toughest times. 

While her approach was often unorthodox, 
it is clear that she made a profound impact on 
those who needed her support and attention.

A lasting legacy of Margory’s is, of course, 
the Warrandyte Market.

Margory has been the driving force behind 
this institution of Warrandyte and has been 
the major part of making it the success it has 
been over so many years.

It is not just the long list of stall holders or the 
fact that so many visitors come to the market 
that has made it such a success.

It is the thousands of dollars, earnt through 
the markets operation, that have been put 
back into the Warrandyte community that 
has made Margory’s effort so important and 
so valuable. 

These funds have supported the housing 
services and food bank, have gone towards the 
local Rotary Club’s good work and recognised 
our local student’s achievements through 
various awards and prizes. 

Margory was a great supporter of Warran-
dyte schools and students.

I recall the first time I met Margory was when 
she was presenting a cheque towards the 
restoration of part of the old school building 
at Warrandyte Primary.

She was also a regular at the local primary 
and high school graduations, often presenting 
awards on behalf of Rotary, to students who 

had shown outstanding civic behaviour. 
It was fitting that these students were rec-

ognised by someone who herself embodied 
so much of that community spirit and demon-
strated the importance of community service 
by example. 

In 2011 Margory was awarded the Order of 
Australia medal.

The citation accompanying this honour 
stated it was awarded for Margory’s “service 
to the community”

The simplicity of this statement seems not 
to adequately describe the depth and breadth 
of that service.

Margory has been for many years a stalwart 
of the community who has touched many in 
her work, either directly or through the money 
she has raised for community work.

She was a unique individual, and a real quiet 
achiever. 

Margory was stoic in her resolve to get things 
done, and while some may have called her 
stubborn, it is perhaps more correct to say 
she was determined. 

Determined to help those in need, deter-
mined to make a difference and determined, 
despite failing health and mobility in recent 
times, not to slow down.

The last time I spoke to Margory was just 
before last Christmas when I visited her in 
Kew following her stroke.

I was expecting to see some fairly stark ef-
fects of the stroke but was delighted instead 
to find her as I always had. 

She was bright eyed, as engaging as ever 
and still full of light as she insisted she would 
be home by Christmas — sadly that was one 
outcome her determination could not achieve. 

Communities are lucky to have people like 
Margory. People who are willing to give so 
much of themselves for others and who are 
always willing to help. 

Margory leaves a legacy of amazing com-
munity service.

I have only touched on a few of the many 
things that Margory has done for her com-
munity. 

Despite announcing her retirement from War-
randyte Housing in 2015 Margory continued to 
take on active interest in the community and 
in the people who needed support.

Her reluctance to let go of her involvement in 
Warrandyte Housing and the market stemmed 
from her concern that those people would no 
longer be able to access that support.

She can rest assured that her legacy has 
been taken up by friends who are every bit as 
community minded as she was.

My deep condolence to Margory’s family and 
I am sure as we all visit the Warrandyte Market 
or pass by the Old Miner’s Cottage we will all 
remember Margory’s legacy of community 
work as well as her generous heart. 
Ryan Smith MP

Rotary Club of Warrandyte
MARGORY joined the Rotary Club 
of Warrandyte in 2000, soon be-
coming a hard working member 
who was instrumental in the for-
mation of the Rotary Op Shop.

She became Club Secretary in 
2003, a position she held for some years before 
taking on Youth Services, a job she cherished 
and was an active supporter of all youth pro-
grams in the local schools but especially at 
Warrandyte High School.

In 2009 she became the first President of the 
newly amalgamated Rotary Club of Warrandyte 
Donvale.

Ill health and changing circumstances led to 
her resignation the following year.

Margory is a recipient of a Paul Harris Award, 
Rotary’s highest honour for service to the 
community for her outstanding leadership 
of the Warrandyte Housing Support Services, 
the Warrandyte Foodbank and the Warrandyte 
Community Market.

She will be sadly missed.

Warrandyte Riverside Market Committee
MARGORY Lapworth, to-
gether with the earlier mar-
ket committees, established 
the Warrandyte Community 
Market as a local communi-
ty fixture. Her good work is 

now continued by the Warrandyte Riverside 
Market Committee. Her passing is a loss for us 
all.
Warrandyte Riverside Market Committee
Geoff Taylor, Warrandyte LIONS
Rob Edwards, Warrandyte Donvale Rotary
Justen Lightowlers, CFA Brigades
David Molyneux, Warrandyte Community 
Church
Dick Davies,Warrandyte Community  
Association.

Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
FAREWELL to Margory 
Lapworth Co-ordinator 
of the Warrandyte Neigh-
bourhood House from 
1992 until 1996.  

Her vision and endeav-
our were an integral part of the house and will 
live on in its history.  

On behalf of past and present members 
that Margory’s contribution helped we say 
thank you.  

You may be gone but not forgotten.  
You were one of the unique people of War-

randyte that makes Warrandyte the special 
place it is.  

May you rest in peace.  

Warrandyte Community Association
THE WARRANDYTE Community 
Association is saddened by the 
passing of Margory after a life-
time of service to the community 
through many organisations. We 
especially wish to acknowledge 
her financial support for the ‘Be 

Ready Warrandyte’ bushfire campaign which 
helps, we hope, to protect all of us here.      
R.I.P.
Dick Davies, President,  
Warrandyte Community Association.

Warrandyte Lions
FOR MANY years, Margory 
worked closely with Warrandyte 
Lions to address family welfare 
matters. 

She was particularly con-
cerned that disadvantaged chil-

dren had every opportunity to thrive at school, 
and her generous support was a special feature 
of her work. 

A tireless worker for the less fortunate in our 
community, she will be greatly missed.

tribute Margory Lapworth OAM

March 25 1936 – April 7 2017

Warrandyte associations pays tribute to Margory
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We invite you to find out about our curriculum programs, including our transition 
program which commences in Term 2 with Story-time.

Our transition program continues in Term 3 with our “Bridges Program” which  
involves teachers from across the school. During the Bridges Program, children 
will be involved in curriculum programs such as Music, Physical Education, 
Science, Computers and Art. The final transition program in Term 4 will be for all 
enrolled Prep (Foundation) students for 2018. 

Our transition program ensures that your child has a terrific start to their school-
ing. The Open Day and Evening will also give you an opportunity to view our 
attractive facilities.

Open Day
The entire school will be open for visitors from 9am – 12pm with tours at 10.00am 
and in the evening at 6.00pm. Please contact the school on 9844 2757 to make  
a booking.

At Anderson’s Creek  
Primary School, we are 
extremely proud of the 
quality programs  
delivered by our caring, 
dedicated and  
compassionate teachers. 
We pride ourselves on 
developing positive  
relationships with  
students, parents and  
the wider community.  
Our school values of 
Responsibility, Respect, 
Honesty & Optimism 
underpin all we do at 
A.C.P.S.

Tuesday, May 23
At Anderson’s Creek Primary School
Drysdale Road, Warrandyte

EVENING TOUR  
with the Principal 6.00pm – 6.30pm
Welcome School Tour  
with Principal Sue Dyos
Performances in our theatre  
6.30pm – 7pm
Information Presentation by 2017 Prep 
Teachers 7pm – 8pm

website www.andersonscreekps.vic.edu.au    phone 9844 2757    email Andersons.creek.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

For further information regarding the 
school please visit our website.

Anderson’s Creek Primary School Open Day/Evening
2018 Prep Tours (Foundation) Information Session

By TRACEY MAILE 
BILATERAL talks were held between 
the School Captains of Warrandyte 
Primary School and Anderson’s 
Creek Primary School last month.  

These young leaders met to dis-
cuss and share the strengths of their 
respective schools, over a convivial 
lunch.  

An initiative of this year’s Warran-
dyte Primary School leaders, Scout 
Parker and Lilly Koot, the six School 
Captains agreed that some really 
innovative ideas are to be found at 
both schools.  

They intend to conduct similar 
meetings later in the year, and want 
to encourage other local primary 
schools to send their student lead-
ers along.   

“Next time we want to see what 
new initiatives came out of the 
first meeting, and talk to the other 
School Captains about how we are 
developing as school leaders this 
year,” Scout told the Diary.  

“We also want to talk about some 
of the issues in the local commu-
nity, and what we can do to help,” 
she said.
Pictured right top: ACPS Captains: 
Jasmine, Eloise, Charli and Sebas-
tian. 
Right bottom: WPS Captains, Lilly 
and Scout

RECENTLY the staff at Anderson’s 
Creek Primary School (ACPS) spent 
the day training in restorative prac-
tices. 

Amanda Muller, Acting Assistant 
Principal, ran the day leading the 
staff in professional development. 

Restorative practices is a process 
that has a focus on promoting and 
strengthening interpersonal rela-
tionships and teaching social and 
emotional skills and knowledge. 

Behaviour management and stu-
dent discipline models can be iden-
tified as restorative when they adopt 
a preventative approach with the aim 
of strengthening relationships and a 
problem solving approach to repair 
relationships. 

The goal of restorative justice is to 
work with students (the victims and 
the accused) to come to a solution 
rather than simply handing down 
consequences. 

Restorative justice seeks to fix the 
problem, impose fair consequences, 
foster understanding, and adjust 
student behaviour. 

Overarching principles of restor-
ative practice:
•  People are more engaged and 

cooperative and more likely to 
make positive changes in their 
behaviour, when those in posi-
tions of authority do things with 
them rather than to them or for 
them. 

•  Getting relationships right in the 
beginning is crucial to building 
cooperative classrooms. 
ACPS teachers spent time discuss-

ing the importance of further devel-
oping relationships with students 
and how the use of circles (when 
working with students in whole 
group work) can help promote equal-
ity, speaking and listening, respect 
and inclusion in their classrooms. 

When something goes wrong, 
teachers at ACPS will respond using 
the restorative continuum which 
ranges from informal to formal re-
sponses. 

The more serious the behaviour 
the more formal is the response. 

To help those who have affected 
others, the restorative questions 
that teachers can ask are: 
• What happened? 
•  What were you thinking and feel-

ing at the time? 
•  Who has been affected by what 

you have done?  — How? 
•  What can you do to try to make 

things better? 
And to those who have been affect-

ed, the restorative questions that 
teachers can ask are: 
•  What did you think and feel when 

you realised what had happened? 
•  How did this impact you and oth-

ers? 
•  What has been the hardest thing 

for you? 
•  What needs to happen to make 

things right?
 ACPS is excited and looks forward 

to implementing this whole school 
behavioural approach that sees 
relationships as central to learning, 
growth and a healthy school climate 
for students and adults.

School leaders 
hold conference

Dealing with conflict
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Warrandyte Primary School (WPS) provides  
outstanding educational programs with high  
expectations of all staff and students as it continually 
strives for improvement. Experienced teachers  
collaborate in teams to ensure students grow in  
confidence, developing the necessary skills to  
become successful members of our community.  
The school provides rich, authentic, open-ended  
teaching and learning activities, with a wide variety 
of opportunities for all students, including  
Individualised programs.

WPS looks forward to the upcoming Open Day/Eve-
ning, taking this opportunity of sharing teaching and 
learning programs offered including:

Daily focus on reading and writing, targeted literacy  
intervention and support, and daily mathematics 
classes. Inquiry learning approach, weekly science 
classes with hands on experiments and investigations 
and physical education specialist classes. A Year 
6 Student Leadership Program along with Art, 
Japanese, Performing Arts and a yearly performance 
by the whole school.

Our students and staff are supported by committed 
families. Parents are encouraged to be involved in 
school activities with community connections being 
an integral part of WPS. 

Throughout Terms 2 and 3, we invite 3 and 4 year old  
children to our storytime sessions, Stepping Stones 
Gatherings. These are free and occur from 2.15-
3.15pm. Please call for dates.

Our transition sessions, Ready Set Go, for enrolled 
students commences in Term 4. The program is aimed 
to best assist children with a smooth start to education. 
The sessions provide an opportunity for students to meet 
future teachers and classmates, involving students in a 
variety of literacy, specialist and craft activities. 

2018 Foundation Information Night

Thursday 15th June 7-8pm

Open Day
Tuesday 23rd May 9am-3.30pm

Tours 9-11am

Open Evening
Tuesday 23rd May 6.30-7.45pm

Bush Band Performance 8pm

For further information regarding the 
school, please visit our website or 
contact our principal, Craig Crouch 
on 9844 3537.

Warrandyte Primary School 
is proud of its students as they work toward our school values 
to Create, Achieve, Respect and Encourage (C.A.R.E).

BY TRACEY MAILE
IT IS ALWAYS great entertainment 
to watch big musical productions 
on TV, but never more so than 
Channel 7’s annual State Schools 
Spectacular, which includes an 
impressive cast of over 3000 Victo-
rian Government school students.  

Warrandyte Primary School has 
been involved in the State Schools 
Spectacular for the past six years, 
and this year a team of 16 students 
has been selected to participate 
in the State Schools Spectacular 
which is held at Hisense Arena  
on September 9.  

The professionally staged pro-
duction showcases the singing, 
dancing and instrumental talents 
of students from over 100 schools 
around Victoria, and is a marvel of 
organization and coordination, as 
much as it is of performing talent.   

There’s nothing glamorous about 
all the rehearsals taking place right 
now, before and after school, in 
lunchtimes and on weekends, in 
hundreds of school halls around 
the State, but the opportunity to 
participate in a major production 
like this is one that 16 lucky War-
randyte Primary School students 
would not miss for the world.

By GEORGIE WILKINSON
WPS WILL field a mixed gender 
interschool football team for the 
first time this winter. Several of 
the girls who have joined the local 
girl’s Bloods team will also line up 
with their male schoolmates in a 
mixed competition.

Maisie, grade 6, is excited about 
being in the first team to have 
girls and says: “Hopefully it will 
make a better team.” 

Charlotte, grade 6 said: “I am 
pretty proud to be a part of the 

first mixed team.”
The girls have been active in 

other sports such as netball, soc-
cer and athletics and are looking 
forward to having the opportunity 
to participate in a sport that they 
have enjoyed watching. 

Seeing the AFLW launch this 
year has been an inspiration for 
many young girls and with grass 
roots enthusiasm like this in 
schools, it looks set to grow the 
competition in years to come.

The boys in the WPS team have 

welcomed their new teammates. 
Archie, grade 6, says: “it’s good 

to be inclusive, they’ll improve 
their skills and it will help the 
team.” 

Charlie, grade 6 says: “it would 
be good to have even more girls 
in the team.”

The interschool soccer team 
has also picked a female player 
this year. 

Bella, grade 6 is looking forward 
to being challenged by playing 
with the boys.

By STEPHEN REYNOLDS
SOME things about being a teenager 
never change and things going “pear-
shaped” for a while seems universal! 

The story of Perina’s journey seek-
ing the witch’s treasure chest has lin-
gered long in the mind of Warrandyte 
High School’s playwright and theatre 
studies teacher Niki na Meadhra.

She first read Italo Calvino’s ver-
sion of the story years ago and was 
struck by the powerful symbolism in 
the tale that seemed to her to map 
a young woman’s journey toward 
womanhood. 

Her own adolescence and Irish 
and Italian ancestry are also key 
influences on this play. 

Niki brought the play to the Year 
12 Theatre Studies class, and they 
explored it in conversation, through 

research, design development, im-
provisation and finally through the 
rehearsal process. 

One memorable conversation they 
had begun with a survey asking them 
about their own journey through 
adolescence. 

They identified common themes, 
for both male and female class 
members, that reflected the chal-
lenges faced at this important stage 
in a young person’s development: 
strange and awkward physical 
changes, loss of self-esteem, strug-
gle with identity, the importance 
of being accepted in peer groups 
and having good friends, questions 
about work, the future and the world 
outside home and a blossoming 
exploration of sexuality and rela-
tionships. 

In a symbolic way, all these strug-
gles are represented in the play. 

As the playwright and Pear 
Shaped’s Director, Niki indicated her 
year 12 students are a talented, en-
ergetic and at times hilarious group 
of young people that have worked 
hard to develop interpretations of 
the play’s themes that communicate 
these dramatic meanings and engage 
with their audience. 

WHS goes Pear Shaped Just Spectacular!

Warrandyte Primary School mix it up
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your say

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd

clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

Committed to caring 
for all family pets

Yoga, meditation  
& creative dance

Release your stress
Improve your well being

Calm your mind in serene 
surroundings 

Classes for adults & children 

5a West End Rd, Warrandyte 

9844 1128 
bhavacentre@gmail.com

WARRANDYTE MANIPULATIVE 
PHYSIOTHERAPY CENTRE

2 Trezise Street Warrandyte Vic 3113 
fax 9844 4090

Paul Gilling and Rebecca Van Der Jagt

9844 1566 Are you stuck? Confused? Needing to find direction? 
Caught up in compulsive or addictive patterns? Need to quit 
smoking? Or to lose weight?  Depressed, anxious, & wanting 

change? Needing change but unsure how to proceed?

Hypnotherapy is a safe & effective way  
to find the future you want. 

Malcolm Dart | Dip Clinical Hypnotherapy, Member AHA
Ph 0412 041 402 | LiveYourLightHypnotherapy.com.au

Hypnotherapy & HealingHypnotherapy & HealingHypnotherapy & Healing

Letters to the Diary including emails must include the writer’s full name, address and phone number, even if not intended for publication. Letters may 
be edited for reasons of style, length or legality. Letters to be emailed to: editor@warrandytediary.com.au

By DEBBI SLINGER
WARRANDYTIANS are known for 
being great gardeners and commu-
nity-minded people, and with this 
in mind the Warrandyte Food Swap 
Group was always going to be a 
perfect fit.

The idea of “paying it forward” 
resonated with those that became 
involved and it started to gain some 
momentum.

Within a few months, Tess Gar-
diner knew this could be replicated 
in Warrandyte, so along with food 
swap veteran and green thumb Carol 
Woolcock, they started Warrandyte 
Food Swap. 

The team has since expanded to 
include Liz Cronin and Elise Wilson, 
and continues to grow. 

They started the Warrandyte Food 
Swap, on the first Saturday of the 
month (market day) they set up their 
gazebo at the Warrandyte Commu-
nity Garden, who have assisted in 
hosting their group.

With people from all walks of life, 
ages and backgrounds dropping in 
with the common love of food shar-
ing, Carol describes it as a sensory 
experience — touch, smell, taste. 

Food Swaps are sprinkled across 
Melbourne, where locals gather with 
others to swap excess home-grown 

produce and gardening extras.
Items contributed may include 

fruit, vegetables, herbs, eggs, seeds, 
seedlings, gardening tips and even 
worm tea.

The serendipity in this is the con-
nections people make, experiment 
with different food, share garden-
ing tips and ideas or offer recipes. 
The only restriction is that there 
are no meat products but eggs are 
available. 

Baked goods must be clearly la-
belled with the ingredients and date 
of baking as well as instructions on 
whether to refrigerate or shelf life. 

The Food Swap is based on an 
honesty system — no money in-
volved — where swappers bring in 
their produce and then shop from 
the table of goods that others have 
brought in.

The foundation of this concept 
is around sharing produce, creat-
ing friendships, building stronger 
communities, reducing waste and 
providing a grass roots response to 
food access issues.

It’s about generating a bigger pic-
ture about food and the transferring 
of skills with others.

Carol herself lives on a one acre 
property that is abundant in fruit 
trees, vegetables, herbs, seedlings 
and more.

She recently turned 2.6kgs of ap-
ples into jelly, cakes, slices, chutneys 
and more.

One month, Carol took the left over 
quinces and the following month re-
turned with quince jelly and quince 
paste to share with others.

Carol also makes vegetable bags 
out of old curtains and threads a 
drawstring through them so there 
is no plastic.

At the end of market day, any ex-
cess food goes to the Food is Free 
program at the Rotary Op Shop in 
Warrandyte.

You don’t have to be a wiz in the 
garden to be part of the group, just 
bring along what is excess.

Perhaps your loquat tree is pro-
ducing more fruit than you can use 
or your basil has splurged. 

Future ideas may extend to sour-
dough starters or fruit/vegetable/
herb of the month.

If you would like to know more, 
please find the group on Facebook 
at Warrandyte Food Swap and join.

There is no membership fee or cost 
involved — just a love of sharing.

Food swap success

www.facebook.com/
warrandytefoodswap/

For the past few years I have been a reasonably 
happy 906 bus commuter from Warrandyte 
to the city but in the past couple of months, 
things have got to the stage where I am now 
driving to East Ringwood to get the train — 
not ideal but it does seem to provide greater 
certainty of service. 

Sure there has been a lot of development 
increasing the population density and the 
cars on the road without any investment in 
improving the Eastern Freeway — at the af-
ternoon peak traffic used to slow around the 
Bulleen Road exit, now its regularly all the 

way from the Chandler Highway to Springvale 
Road. 

Bus commute time regularly one hour and 
30 minutes.  

But there also seems to have been a drop 
off in service — Smart Buses to the City every 
five minutes from 7am – 8am, per timetable 
nine buses from the City to Warrandyte from 
5pm – 6pm, I don’t think so. Anyone share my 
experience? 

Tony Honeyborne
Warrandyte

I agree with the letter James Charlwood and 
Jamie McAuley wrote in last month’s Diary 
entitled ‘Keep it local’.

Of course we should be using our local stone 
in steps, retaining walls etc.

As well as this, we should also be using the 
local rock for feature landscape work through-
out the town as was used at the Community 
Centre and West End Shopping Centre. 

Instead we now have basalt rock from the 

Western District on the riverbank and Man-
sfield mudstone used in the recent Firewise 
Garden Display near the bakery.

We who live in Warrandyte hold dear the 
natural environment. 

It is being gradually eroded as the wrong 
materials are being used in the built landscape

Bev Hanson
Warrandyte

It is with delight that I am following the prog-
ress of Melbourne Water in their efforts to rid 
our beautiful river of the scourge of willows 
and other woody weeds. 

Admittedly the area is looking a little bare 
but I see they have a four-year plan of reveg-
etation. 

Willows cause erosion of the banks and 
build-up of heavy sediments on the river bed. 
Willows form dense root-mats and stems that 
can extend across rivers making some narrow 
rivers impassable for canoeists. 

Very little can grow under willows. 
Willows alter the flow and composition of 

the water. 
Willows are poor habitat for our native fauna. 

No hollows for homes, bare banks with 
nowhere for our shy animals to hide and un-
appetising foliage for our insects. 

A walk along the river will confirm this.
A number of years ago willows were removed 

from the river but unfortunately there has 
been regrowth. 

With new knowledge hopefully that will be 
avoided.

I am looking forward to seeing the river look-
ing healthier with more bird and animal life. 

After the four-year revegetation program, it 
should look amazing.

Fritz Uhl
Templestowe

906 blues

Keep it localWillows
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CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely in style & comfort. 
Airport transfer, parties, weddings. 
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6 
passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801.

PORT DOUGLAS By The Beach 
100m 2 SelfContained Units Pool 
spa 2 bed unit & 1 bed with spa 
BBQ area car space. Kvanscoy@
tpg.com.au 0409 359 240.

HOUSE CLEANER Reliable & 
experienced cleaning lady $45p.h. 
Excellent ref. Meera 0421 787 419

WANTING TO RENT/HOUSE SIT 
Looking for studio, bungalow or 
share accommodation. Reliable 
and experienced to care for pets 
– dogs, cats, horses etc. Meera 
0421 787 419.

TUITION IN FRENCH Group and 
individual sessions and conversation 
with native French speaker. All levels 
welcome, including students. Meera 
0421 787 419 

DIARY MINI ADS

Want a mini ad?  
Call Briony 9844 0555

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS

Commuting without polluting
By  REV-BECCA LEE

the green edge

By JO FRENCH

corner of my eye Smoked trout and marshmallows
EASTER and camping — seems the 
two words are inexplicably linked 
in the psyche of thousands of Mel-
bournians, and our family is part 
of the mass exodus that heads out 
of town. 

This year we decided to go for 10 
days — in a tent. 

But it sure beats being at home 
trying to work out how to keep 
everyone sane over the school 
holidays.

The tasks are split — my hus-
band takes the garage, I take the 
house — and we both wish we 
could find the list we made last 
year. 

The essentials usually make it 
and what gets forgotten is a great 
excuse to go into town.

It’s a four-hour drive, so we aim 
to leave early, and then mutter to 
ourselves as we finally pull out of 
the driveway around 11am. 

Arriving at the caravan park 
the back seaters suddenly sit up, 
reminding me of meerkats, and 
as soon as the bikes are off their 
racks they disappear as we yell 
something about finding helmets. 

Maybe it’s best they are not 
around to hear all the special 
words that come with putting up 
tents. 

But after a couple of hours of ef-
fort, keeping our eyes on the grey 
clouds moving our way, it’s done. 

Our sites are clumped together 
and in the centre is our fire pit 
made from an old washing 

machine tub. 
The chairs are in a circle, the 

sausages are cooking and the wine 
is open.  

This ancient tradition of the 
campfire is good medicine for us 
city folk and our friends staying in 
their cosy cabins are drawn out to 
join us. 

Most nights there are a few that 
stay up late, falling under its spell, 
storytelling. 

Some nights, there are marshmal-
lows.

Morning comes with panda-eyes, 
pyjamas, and beanies covering bed 
hair, and the kids disappear on 
their bikes to find one another. 

They won’t be back until they are 
hungry, or hurt. 

There are patches of sunlight 
coming through as the fog rises. 

We follow those patches with a 
brewed coffee in one hand, chair in 
the other, and lay claim for an hour 
or more while we discuss who did 
and did not sleep well. 

Someone’s air mattress always 
goes down, while someone else 
lays snug but can’t sleep because 
there is a growling wombat in a 
nearby tent.

We might discuss some options 
for what to do later in the day, but 
often, that’s short lived and we go 
back to our happy place of coffee 
and early morning sunshine. 

A book may find its way to a lap, 
but more often than not, it sits 
unread. 

Someone will eventually make 
pancakes, thankful for the fly-
screen walls of the food tent that 
keep the wasps away from the  

maple syrup. 
“More coffee?”
“Yes please.”
At camp, the bikes become an ex-

tension of ourselves and are very 
useful for hunting for the kids at 
dinner time. 

Prior to camping it had been 
about 30 years since I last rode a 
bike, but the bike tracks around 
Bright are smooth and flat and I 
love the 3km ride to the nearest 
cafe for a latte.

The local trout farm, brimming 
with both fish and visitors, is al-
ways on our itinerary. 

The kids enjoy the easy catch — 
I don’t enjoy watching the poor 
things flapping on the grass — next 
time, I might not go with them. 

We smoke the trout in a small tin 
box, no bigger than a shoebox. 

It’s a delicate operation to re-
move the skin and bones, but it’s a 
fine, fine meal. 

That’s the dinner that stops ev-
eryone in their tracks. 

We make a dip with cream cheese 
also, so the night of awesome fla-
vour continues well after the dish-
es are done.

I particularly enjoy a late night 
walk, even if it is just to the loo. 

The park is quiet except for the 
crunch of my footsteps and the 
symphony of snorers scattered 
along the way. 

The air is so fresh and clear; the 
campfires have all died down to a 
deep glow, and the world seems 
good and right. 

It takes a lot of effort to get 
here, to set up, to plan meals, to 
coordinate outings and to mediate 
conflict. 

I’m not sure you can put that 
many people together anywhere 
and not have a few “exchanges”. 
We all get a bit tired and someone 
will lose their cool, probably me. 

But beyond all that something 
older and stronger happens at 
camp. 

We come home a bit grubby and 
tired, looking forward to a shower 
and our own beds, but all wishing 
we were still there. 

Whether seven or 47, the pull 
to the open and free space, to the 
days without structure and time-
keeping and to the companionship 
of friends seems deep in each of us.

HOW MANY Warrandytians would 
love to fly past the traffic at peak 
hour?  

What difference would it make 
if you arrived at your destination 
feeling fresh and energised, rather 
than tense and frustrated?  

Are you dreaming of prime parking 
right out the front, wherever you go?  

How about spending less of your 
income on transporting yourself 
from here to there?  

Would you like to be commuting 
without polluting the planet?

Perhaps you should consider an 
electric bike.

Electric cars are great, but still they 
face most of the above challenges.  

There are so many benefits to leav-
ing your car at home and swinging 
your leg onto a bike.  Active trans-
port is good for your health, your 
hip pocket, the environment, and re-
ducing traffic & parking congestion.  

Yet it often seems like too much ef-
fort, especially with the hills around 
Warrandyte, and the distances many 
of us need to commute.  

Also, not everybody wants to 
arrive at their destination red-faced 
and sweaty.  

That is where the electric assis-
tance can help.

With all the benefits of a regular 
bike, an electric bike gives you the 
confidence to tackle any journey, 
with the backup power equivalent 
to an extra set of fit and fresh legs.  

The assistance makes riding a 
pleasure, it’s fun and exhilarating, 
and the motor really helps level out 
the terrain.

You don’t have to use the power 
all the time, or you can if you want.  

Most e-bikes operate through an 
automatic assistance to compliment 
your pedalling, known as Pedelec.  

These setups normally have vari-
able levels of assistance, adjustable 
from the handlebars, so you can do 
more or less work yourself depend-
ing on the terrain.  

Using lower assistance levels gives 
more range per charge, but even the 
smallest of e-bike batteries will get 
you into the city from Warrandyte, 
even on full power assist.

Electric bikes are still classed as 
bicycles under the road laws, so long 
as the motor is rated at 250w, with a 
top speed of 25km/h.  

They are designed to assist a cy-
clist, not to do all the work for you.  

You will still need to pedal, espe-
cially to keep it going up the hills.  

But it will allow you to get up hills 
a non-lycra-clad (unfit) cyclist pre-
viously wouldn’t even contemplate.  

More powerful systems are also 
available, for off-road use.

I must confess, I do have a com-
mercial interest in e-bikes, given I 
run REV-Bikes on Harris Gully Rd 
(we add electric assist kits to regular 
bikes).  

Yet it is not just for financial 
reasons that I chose to start this 
business. 

I was introduced to electric bikes 
through necessity about 10 years 
ago, when I lost my licence for six 
months (this was a blessing!).  

My father knew someone who sold 
some daggy, heavy, old-fashioned 

(by today’s standards) e-bikes, but 
I didn’t have many other options 
to maintain my independence of 
movement.  

I realised one of these e-bikes 
would pay for itself through my not 
driving for six months (after adding 
up the cost savings of rego, insur-
ance, petrol, etc), so I bought one, 
and although it was not perfect, it 
did the job quite well.  

It allowed me to commute to the 
train station with ease, or even ride 
all the way to my destination if I 
wanted.  

It was not long before I was con-
vinced that this was the future of 
sustainable transport.  

All Australians needed was a better 
range of options, to suit personal 
style and practicality requirements.  

I then learned it was possible to 
make ANY bike electric, using a kit 
— rE-cycling at its best!  

So I started importing, retailing & 
fitting these kits eight years ago, and 
have loved giving “the e-bike grin” 
to the thousands of people who’ve 
tried our bikes since then.

My partner regularly commutes 
to the city on his e-bike, arriving 
reliably at his destinations well 
within an hour, regardless of traffic 
conditions.  

Now that we have a young son, I 
have set up a fantastic electric tri-

cycle for us, which tows our baby 
trailer behind.  This is definitely 
the best way to get to the river, or 
the shops. 

We’ve even brought home $250 
worth of groceries in our other 
cargo trailer!  

Our car only needs petrol about 
once a month.

Australia is still lagging behind 
many other countries, who have 
seen e-bike sales overtake the sales 
of regular bikes.  

But we are definitely seeing the 
beginning of the explosion in the 
market now.  

Tesla see it to, and will be supply-
ing their new lighter, longer-lasting 
lithium battery cells to the e-bike 
market as soon as next year.

Cycling is a pleasurable way to get 
amongst nature, and a great way to 
keep fit.  

It can also be a fantastically con-
venient mode of transport, allowing 
you to choose your route, either on 
or off the road.   

Rather than taking 2 tonnes of 
metal, driving 2kms, to buy 2 litres 
of milk, how about considering life 
with an e-bike or two.  

Perhaps you could go out riding 
with your fitter partner (for some 
healthy fun), or even transition to 
a one-car household (saving money 
and the planet).  

It really is possible to be part of 
the solution.

So much becomes possible when 
we start thinking outside the four 
wheeled smog-box.
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ON THURSDAY April 20, the Warran-
dyte Primary School captains, house 
captains, student representative coun-
cil and our Principal, Mr Crouch all 
went to the 27th annual Manningham 
school Anzac service. 

Over 750 students and teachers from 
the area attended this event.

We were pleased to see some famil-
iar faces like, the Minister for Man-
ningham, Kevin Andrews, the mayor, 
Michelle Kleinert and Mathew Guy, the 
Victorian Opposition leader. 

We extended our previous knowl-
edge about the Anzacs. 

One thing we learnt was that some of 
the Anzacs were unarmed climbing up 
Anzac Cove in Gallipoli. 

Our school captains (Lily and Scout) 
placed a wreath on the memorial and 
paid their respects on Warrandyte Pri-
mary’s behalf. 

One of the cool things about our 
wreath was that it was made from our 
gardens at school and home, and art 
teacher, Steph, made it with Lili and 
Zara. 

The Australian Defence Force repre-
sented the Army really well. 

It was really moving to watch the cat-
afalque party. 

Whitefriars College’s band and Mar-
cellin College’s choir performed their 
songs and hymns really well during 
this event. 

The band’s highlight was bugler, 
Robert Dawson, who played The Last 
Post whilst past president of the Tem-
plestowe Rotary Club, Brian Atherton, 
raised the flag. 

Overall it was a great day and we 
would like to thank the Templestowe 
Rotary Club for hosting this service.

By SANDI MILLER
DAMP WEATHER did not deter hun-
dreds turning out for the Anzac Day 
memorial service at the Warrandyte 
RSL on April 25.

Some 150 people participated in 
the march from Whipstick Gully to 
the memorial at the RSL. 

Lead by Ennio Torresan the march 
consisted of returned servicemen 
and women, their families, digni-
taries and members of CFA, Scouts, 
Guides and local sporting groups.

The marchers were joined by an 
estimated 800 strong crowd who 
participated in the service around 
the memorial.

The address was conducted by 
John Byrne, who recalled the ser-
vice of the late William Stringer who 
served in both World Wars, living in 
Warrandyte until his death at age 
70 in 1965.

And what would Anzac Day be 
without the Bellbird Singers beau-
tiful rendition of I am Australian 
and Barry Carozzi performing his 
haunting It’s Not a Soldiers Job to 
Question Why?

Following the requisite minute’s 
silence, wreaths were laid on the 
war memorial by local members of 
parliament Kevin Andrews and Ryan 
Smith along with representatives of 
other community groups and mem-
bers of the public.

The memorial was vandalised on 
Sunday night prompting swift action 

by the community to restore the 
shrine in time for the Service.

The council were quick to act and 
soda-blasted the offending marks.

However, this process also strips 
the gold trim out of the words on 
the memorial.

Stephen Papal from Advanced 
Stone, a company that specialises in 
making bespoke headstones and me-
morials, contacted the RSL directly 
to volunteer his company’s services 
and restore the memorial back to its 
former glory.

“I know what it’s like for RSLs and 
clubs to try and find the money to 
cover up something that’s been 
vandalised.

“I rang them because I knew they’d 
soda-blast it, the process should be 
to sand it and touch up where the 
graffiti had been.

“This will look magnificent tomor-
row”, said Mr Papal.

And it did.
Ryan Smith told the Diary he was 

inspecting the damage when he 
learned that the RSL was going to 
have to put on extra security to 
ensure the vandals did not return 
again before the service.

“I was lucky to be here at the right 
time because I was able to offer to 
pay half of the $700 costs for the 
added security which the RSL would 
otherwise have to find from their 
own pockets,” he said.

Warrandyte RSL President Henk 

Van Der Helm thanked the commu-
nity for their support.

“The Committee and members of 
the Warrandyte RSL would sincerely 
like to thank the Warrandyte commu-
nity for their overwhelming support 
following the disgraceful desecration 
of our war memorial,” he said

Federal minister Kevin Andrews 
said the act was “absolutely dis-
gusting”.

“But the best answer to that is so 
many people turning out today,” 
he said.

Local Councillor Paul McLeish 
said he was “proud of the way the 
community came together to right 
a wrong”.

The restored memorial is looking 
better than ever, so the silver linings 
from this despicable act were that 
Warrandyte’s war memorial received 
a face-lift and the RSL received that 
warm sense of community that rose 
from Warrandyte rallying together 
to erase the damage to our beloved 
institution.

Victoria Police have issued a public 
appeal for information relating to the 
vandalism of the memorial, Acting 
Sergeant Nick Bailey stated: “It’s 
sad to see this attempt to diminish 
the spirit of the Anzacs with this 
disrespectful act.”

If you have any information 
regarding the graffiti attack, 
please contact Crimestoppers 
on: 1800 333 000

Warrandyte remembers those who served 
War memorial shines 

A trip to remember
By MAISIE AND MIA, GRADE SIX
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By JENNET URE
THIS year, Round One was played on the eve 
of Anzac Day. 

Every game at Warrandyte Reserve was 
preceded by a memorial statement and a 
minute’s silence to remember the victims 
of wars. 

A special ceremony was held before the last 
game of the day. 

Warrandyte Junior Football Club U14 boys 
and U14 girls who had played the previous 
game, stood together with boys and girls of 
the opposition teams to hear Ennio Torresan, 
a Vietnam War veteran from the Warrandyte 
RSL make his speech followed by The Last 
Post played, as in previous years, by long-term 
Warrandyte resident and bugler John Byrne.

Warrandyte remembers those who served 

Footballers remember

By Chewie
KEY pillars of the 
scouting movement are 
honour and respect and 
this is no more clearly 

displayed than on Anzac Day. 
As a mark of this respect, Scouts Aus-

tralia has produced a badge “Their Ser-
vice, Our Heritage” to enable individual 
scouts and scout troops to display a 
physical symbol of their commitment to 
keeping the Anzac traditions alive. 

Scout groups from across Victoria 
participate in the commemoration of 
Anzac Day and for as long as Warran-
dyte Scouts has been in existence it has 
maintained the tradition of participat-
ing in the Warrandyte Anzac Day march 
and service, with this year being no 
exception. 

Our contingent in the parade this year 
was led by our Cubs and Joeys; aged 
from six years, our youngest scouting 
members did us proud, showing re-
spect and reverence for the event in 
which they were participating. 

Our scouts also played an import-
ant role in honouring of our local war 
heroes, with two of our most senior 
scouts, Noah and Calum Lawson laying 
a wreath as part of the ceremonies on 
behalf of Warrandyte Scouts. 

Scouts honour
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23 Freeman Street Campbellfeild 3061

9357 6990
mob: 0412 321 450

advancedstone.com.au

Memorials
Additional lettering
All languages
All cemeteries
Bronze accessories
Stone plaques
Regilding
Renovations
Mausoleums
Photographs & graphics
Quality work guaranteed

Stonemasons and Craftsman

Servicing Melbourne for
over 30 years

The  
Warrandyte  

community thanks  
you for restoring  

our war  
memorial

ARTHUR WATSON is a 97-year-old 
Warrandyte resident. He served in the RAAF 
in World War Two and later was a mechanical 
engineer until his retirement, designing cars for 
General Motors Holden. Arthur is also a prolific 
storyteller and we are privileged to be able to 
offer you some of his true tales in the Diary over 

the coming months.

A TRUE COMBAT STORY
This story is fact, the time and places 

were real, only the crew names have been 
changed. It all happened in the South West 
Pacific Area on the small island of Morotai. 

It was during World War Two, the year 
1944. For the past sixty-three years it has 
been sad and sorrowful to recall any such in-
cidents, but time has healed all wounds, and 
the time has come to remember with honour 
and respect, the Pilot and Crew who served 
in full, to the end. 

CHOCKS AWAY
Twenty-two thousand feet above the target 

area, bombs gone, the bomber group turns 
and heads for home. 

The bombs falling closer to the target, 
eight seconds, seven seconds, six, five, 
four, soon a rain of destruction so careful-
ly planned will have been completed, the 
end of a squadron of enemy fighters, am-
munition, maintenance units, and service 
personnel, three seconds, two seconds, one 
second, it was the end. 

For Group Leader Matt Rob-
erts, it was that uneasy feeling 
all over again; he realised the 
fear, terror and destruction be-
ing experienced by the people 
below, but that was his job, 
he’d been trained, prepared 
and equipped to do just that, 
his personal feelings aside, 
Matt instructed a radio mes-
sage to base, “Group Poppy 
calling, STRIKE GOOD! over 
and out” 

“Strike good,” that about 
sums up Matt. His ambition 
was not just to be a pilot, but 
the best pilot. He trained hard, 
he flew right and progressed 
through the ranks to become a 
popular professional bomber 
pilot to fly and command a 
combat mission. He was re-
turning from his ninety-fourth 
raid over enemy targets. 

I had met Matt some time 
back, introduced by one of 
his crew members Brett Tay-
lor a flight engineer. Brett 
and I were in the same line of 
work, he was a member of the 
American Air Force, and I was in the Royal 
Australian Air Force, both responsible for 
aircraft maintenance. One day whilst ser-
vicing a fighter plane, I was short of a spare 
carburettor. Previous experience indicated 
the best way to solve this problem was to 
approach the American service depot and 
request assistance, this is how I met Brett 
and in six months became quite dependent 
upon each other helping with repairs and 

spare parts. We had our own “Lend Lease” 
arrangement, much better than the official 
method, waiting days to clear the “red tape” 
to provide such parts. We would lend and 
exchange all sorts of items to keep our air-
craft in the air. 

It was on a Monday morning that Brett 
came over to wish me good luck and say his 
goodbyes, his group was moving forward. 
The enemy was being defeated, and falling 
back fast. Matt’s bombers were to move up 
some seven hundred miles closer to the 

front line. 
Matt and his four engine bomber “G” for 

George were assigned to fly administrative 
officers to the new forward base to set up 
combat operations that would permit the 
bomber group to arrive and commence 
immediate operational duties. Scheduled de-
parture was set to take off at 10:30pm Thurs-
day evening, four days away. 

Good bye Brett and good luck. That’s how 

it was in December 1944. Departure day had 
been very active for Matt, Staff meetings, 
flight schedules, packing, loading the air-
craft, handing over duties to his successor, 
and extending Christmas greetings to those 
left behind. It was nightfall when he boarded 
his airplane on schedule and with control, 
it may not have been a bombing mission 
but every detail would have been cared 
for, it’s Matt’s way of doing things right. 
Walking down the aisle he would chat with 
the passengers, good trip, no smoking, no 

moving about take-off would 
be at 22:30, flight duration 
four hours, give a smile and 
move on. Climb into the cock-
pit strap up everything to 
the book. Together with his 
co-pilot they would carry out 
the cockpit drill, fuel check, 
flaps down, start engines, port 
outer, port inner, starboard 
side, a1l engines running and 
synchronized. All the crew at 
the ready, wireless operator 
with coded signals, navigator 
with charts, course plotted 
and ETA all planned. My friend 
Brett checking engines, boost 
pressure, oil temperature and 
so on. This was an airplane on 
an important mission and was 
serviced tuned and crewed 
to perfection, now ready for 
chocks away. Signal from con-
trol tower, you are cleared for 
take-off. Matt pushed the throt-
tles forward, the plane moved, 
eyes fixed at the end of the 
runway, speed increasing, forty 
knots, fifty, sixty, enormous 
thrust now pushing the plane 

forward, eighty knots, ninety, the dangerous 
end of the coral strip was caroming up fast, 
lift off, “oh my God; lift off, come on lift off”. 
The tremendous effort Matt applied to pull 
back that locked control column told him 
he had made a mistake, a serious mistake, it 
was again he felt that uneasy feeling of fear, 
terror, and destruction, three seconds, two 
seconds, one, it was the end, for the Minis-
try of War, regrets to inform…

True stories of days past

           Be quick!  
Entries Close June 30
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Warrandyte Art Show 
WINNERS

We are proud to announce the 
following winners from our  
33rd Art Show.
First Prize:    
Pamela Pretty:  “Golden Reflections”
Second Prize:    
Caroline Lewellan: “Apricots and Tea”
Third Prize:    
Julien Bruere: “Tassy Farm”
Small Art Prize:    
Julie Kok: “Forager”
Best Emerging Artist:   Charlotte Stewart: 
“Don’t Turn Your Back”
People’s Choice:    
Nola Cameron: “ Charley and Me”
Raffle Winner:  Frank Lynch

We wish to thank our Judge Ted Dansey, all those who supported our Art Show by 
attending our Gala Opening, viewing and buying paintings and our major sponsors 
Warrandyte Riverside Markets, Bank of Bendigo Warrandyte, Warrandyte Community 
Church, Fletchers, Hoskins, Philip Web & Stockdale & Leggo Blackburn.

Servicing the Warrandyte community 
for over 45 years

Sewer Connections  • Gas Fitting

Hot Water Services  •  Complete Bathrooms 

Mini Excavator Hire  • Drainage

Roofing (all aspects)  •  Maintenance

APPRENTICE WANTED  

Own car and licence essential

AFTER A SELL-OUT season in Perth 
last year, Warrandyte local, Leah 
Milburn-Clark is bringing her pro-
duction of Happy Days at War to 
Melbourne in May.

“I’m so thrilled to be bringing the 
show home for family and friends, 
including many in Warrandyte, 
who helped crowdfund the original 
production,” said Ms Milburn-Clark.

It took the work of six emerging 
artists, mentored by three industry 
professionals, to bring the show 
to life.

The set is currently en route across 
the Nullarbor, including a six-me-
tre-long kitchen table at which the 
audience will sit, an original 1930s 
stove and fridge and, of course, the 
kitchen sink!

Happy Days at War, described 
by Out In Perth reviewer, Charlie 
Schirmer as “excoriating” and by 
WA theatre producer, Tamara Cook 
as “detailed, imaginative and intelli-
gent”, follows a young couple, in love 
and with a joy for life, amidst the 
political turmoil of Germany, 1939. 

Assigned to work for the Führer, 
the husband must declare any af-
filiation with Jews or people with 
disabilities or impairments — his 
wife is blind. 

Tw e n t y - y e a r - o l d  L e a h  M i l -
burn-Clark plays blind ‘F’, a role 

that took three months’ work with 
the blind community of WA to refine.

“With the audience seated on 
stage, some holding objects, they 
have no choice but to absorb all 
they’re confronted with: “in the 
rehearsal room, we talk about our 
audience as witnesses to the crime 
of war,” she said.

Of course, seating the audience in 
an intimate space has created not 
only tense but often hilarious mo-
ments for the cast and crew. 

“We’ve had to develop a manage-
ment plan for the smallest member 
of the cast: what to do if it decides 
to sit with the audience, arrange a 
feeding schedule so it doesn’t poo on 
stage, and manage the temperature 
of the stage lights so it doesn’t get 
dehydrated,” said Ms Milburn-Clark. 

“There’s also a tree on stage, which 
has its own arborist and demands a 
strict watering and feeding regime 
— it’s more demanding than feeding 
and watering the cast!” she said.

Happy Days at War will play at 
Northcote Town Hall from May 18–21 
and includes an audio-described 
performance for blind patrons.

By PAT ANDERSON, ALAN COR-
NELL and CAROLINE SHAW
IN THE 1960s, when Warrandyte 
was more isolated than it is today 
— physically and culturally — Ann 
Arnold was instrumental in bringing 
celebrated performers to play at the 
Mechanics Institute Hall.

Now, some fifty years later, the Hall 
is again hosting some of the finest 
musicians in the land in a series of 
monthly concerts organised by local 
resident and friend of the Arnold 
family, Lisa Pearson.

For $25 or less, Warrandyte audi-
ences are being treated to the most 
intimate of performances by the 
most talented of artists.

“Warrandyte Music is exceptional 
music without the travel, without 
the car parking fees and you can 
combine it with a lovely dinner at 
one of Warrandyte’s many great 
cafes and restaurants,” said Ms 
Pearson.

Since they began last year, Lisa’s 
concerts have presented an exciting 

range of contemporary and classical 
artists including cellists Chien-Hsiu 
Ong and Alister Barke, singer-song-
writer Kavisha Mazzella and jazz-folk 
crowd-pleasers The Light Quartet.

“The artists that I invite are all at 
the top of their field and I feel ex-
tremely blessed to be able to invite 
such high-quality musicians to the 
Mechanics Hall.

“The hall itself has great acoustics 
with a warm and relaxed ambience 
that everyone enjoys being in,” said 
Ms Pearson.  

So it was on a cold Saturday night 
in April, that a large and expectant 
audience filled the hall to witness 
an unlikely blend of old and new as 
one of Australia’s premier pianists, 
Danae Killian, juxtaposed Beetho-
ven with contemporary works by 
Templestowe composer Eve Duncan.

In an added bonus, the composer 
was also on hand to introduce and 
share the inspirations behind her 
evocative pieces.

Eve Duncan is a deeply spiritual 
creator, and the atmosphere her 
works produced were moving, in-
spiring and very individual. 

The palpable fluidity of Wave to 
Depth 1 & 2 flowed from the blood 

of Christ to the might and moods of 
the oceans in a dramatic contrast 
of textures, harmonies and volume.

It was followed by Beethoven’s 
Sonata Opus 109 which, surprisingly, 
exhibited not dissimilar textures and 
would have been every bit as radical 
to its contemporaneous audience as 
the piece before it.

It is said, this is one of Beethoven’s 
most difficult works and amply 
demonstrated the technical mastery 
of the pianist.

Being able to make the hall’s Ber-
nstein upright sound almost like a 
Steinway Grand was a formidable 
feat in itself.

In the second half, six bagatelles of 
Beethoven’s Opus 126 were paired 
with Eve Duncan’s Elemental Sonata 
with its gnomes, sylphs, undines and 
salamanders providing the appropri-
ate elemental variety and contrast, 
again performed with exceptional 
sensitivity and musicianship. 

It was invigorating and sometimes 
challenging stuff, but the audience 
were enthusiastic in their apprecia-
tion, and the opportunity to experi-
ence the affinity and understanding 
between composer and pianist was 
a rare privilege.

“I believe it is vital to support 
creativity and artists whose music 
is breaking boundaries,” said a pas-
sionate Ms Pearson.

Danae Killian and Eve Duncan 
surely delivered.

The next Warrandyte music con-
cert on Saturday May 27 sees the 
return of The Light Quartet in a jazz/
folk/contemporary fusion of uplift-
ing, dynamic and contemplative 
music written by renowned local 
harpist Michael Johnson.

Johnson is joined by master drum-
mer David Jones, bass guitarist 
Evripides Evripidou and local violin 
and viola virtuoso Matthew Arnold.

See the buzz for booking details.

Pictured left to right:
Eve Duncan, Danae Killian, Lisa 
Pearson 

All set for happy 
days in May

Details at: 
www.tinyurl.com/ 
HappyDaysAtWar.

review

The Hall is alive with the sound of music
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By AHHLEEYAH GRACE
WHEN WE ARE born, we are open and freely 
share our love with everyone around us.

As our life experience expands we are bom-
barded by so much stimulus from our outer 
world that it can block our connection with 
our own inner truth.

In today’s world it can be a challenge to 
remain balanced, and when we know we are 
in harmony with our true self, life flows effort-
lessly and we create beauty in our world.

Being true to ourselves is key to our self-re-
alisation of health, happiness and harmony, 
so our wellbeing is enhanced and all is well 
in our world.

What does being true to ourselves and living 
from a loving place look like?

It begins with the courage to fully experience 
whatever we are feeling in this moment.

When one offers oneself into the “tigers 
mouth” of our deepest fear, we can then real-
ise we are able to open and expand into true 
courage which surrounds and supports us in 
every moment.

When we embrace the openness, vulnerabil-
ity and courage within, we step into our true 
power and we can choose to experience life 
from a place of love.

When we live life from a loving space with 
the positive intention of love, our world is 
transformed and everything is possible.

This space feels free flowing and effortless 
— when we love wholeheartedly we truly ex-
press how we are feeling, then true courage is 
experienced and we feel empowered.

Making a conscious choice to be honest with 
ourselves and living our truth, we can let go of 
the woe of our previous trauma and embrace 
our inner wisdom, which is the treasure that 
allows us to experience the present moment 
fully.

Living in the now is where our true power is, 
following our inner guidance rather than what 
someone else would have us be.

It takes courage to overcome the fear we are 
trying to avoid, living life with fear is usually 
very reactive because it triggers a part of our 
past which feels real in the present moment. 
Fear can negatively affect our wellbeing and 
those around us.

Our fear can trigger and connect us to past 
trauma that we have not fully healed from, if 
we react in this negative way we are coming 
from a place of woe for ourselves or someone 
we are connected to, we can become stuck 
here and it can feel like a prison usually of our 
own making.

Fear can keep us safe and is used to guide us.
However, when fear takes over our life and 

prevents us going forward in a healthy way, 
it may be time to go within and find the root 
cause through introspection, and possibly 
ask for help from someone we trust and feel 
safe with.

Questions of introspection can help us to dig 
deep and see what truly matters in our life.

When we gain clarity on what it is that mat-
ters, we strengthen our self-belief and feel at 
peace and in harmony.  

Valuable questions to ask yourself:
• What is sacred to you?
• What is my life purpose?
• What is worth living for?
• What’s missing in your life?
• What do you really wish to experience?
• What are you grateful for?
Ultimately, the answer to all these questions 

is love.
By living from the place of love inside us, 

we can empower ourselves and those that 
surround us in everyday life.

Living a life of love may not lessen the trau-
mas in our life, what it will do is allow us to 
become more resilient and see the treasure in 
all our life experiences.

Every moment is most precious, we can hold 
it delicately like a newborn and nurture and 
love it wholeheartedly for its gift.

Take some time today to connect with your 
source and experience living from your centre. 

 Large format book 
 140 full colour pages
 Over 750 photographs

 Highlights include the Parade, 
Billycart Derby, Kids’ Market,  
Pet Parade, Local Schools, Duck Race, 
Buskers, Monarchs, Arty Farty Folk, 
Bands, Musicians, Entertainers  
and much more…

The book is available for purchase from  
 QuinTOnS SuPA iGA (after Easter),  
 The WARRAnDyTE MuSEuM (1.30 – 4.30pm weekends)  
 Online through: www.warrandytefestival.org 

Own the book celebrating 40 Years of Warrandyte Festival!

BUY YOURS  NOW!

ONLY

$40

Capturing the moment

By JAMES POYNER
BILL MCAULEY, one of the Diary’s resident 
photographers, has been a photojournalist 
for many years.

His photo-essay Mud Brick, Music and Art 
is currently on display in the Barn Gallery at 
Montsalvat, Eltham.

On the last Saturday of April, a good-sized 
crowd gathered to celebrate the launch of Mr 
McAuley’s exhibition.

More than 50 black and white photographs 
capturing moments of the characters living 
and working in the Diamond Valley in the 70s 
and 80s.

Printed and mounted in their original black 
and white tones, the photographs highlight 
the skill and art-form of black and white pho-
tography.

The theme of the exhibition is the free-spir-
ited architecture and art scene of the area 
of the time and Mr McAuley’s selection of 

photographs are a window into that world; 
featuring photographs of famous architects 
such as Alistair Knox and Robbie Marshall, 
painters (including Neil Douglas), writers (in-
cluding David Williamson and Pat Reynolds).

The photograph of Pat Reynolds — a chil-
dren’s writer and a passionate indigenous 
gardener — is mesmerising, she is looking 
directly into the camera and it feels like she 
is peering into your soul.

There are also several architectural images: 
Montsalvat a photograph of its namesake tak-
en through a lead-light window — the image 
is refracted giving the building an artistic 
aesthetic which is representative of Montsal-
vat’s purpose.

It is not just famous people and iconic 
buildings that Mr McAuley captures, he also 
exhibits photographs of daily life; a favourite 
of mine is The Lollypop Man, a photograph of 
a crossing guard using his stop sign, while on 
horseback, to let the children cross the road 
safely.

Entry to Mud Bricks, Music, and Art is free 
and the exhibition is on until May 28.

Event: Community Recycling Day
Place:  Warrandyte Uniting Church 

Taroona Avenue, Warrandyte
When: Saturday May 20
Time: 10am – 12noon
Bring along the following recycling items. 
Computers and computer equipment, TVs, 
bicycles, glasses, batteries, ink cartridges, 
mobile phones, cds, craft items, stationery, 
corks, light globes, postage stamps, bras 
and shoes, rather than have them end up 
as landfill. Save the environment and help 
those in need.

Event:  Nature Playgroup
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Fridays during school term
Time: 10:30am – 12pm
Contact:  bit.ly/warrnh 

admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Event: Brain Gym with Mary Nicholls
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Saturday May 13
Time: 1pm – 4:30pm
Cost: $45
Contact:  bit.ly/warrnh 

admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Event: Film Society – Paris Texas
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Friday May 19
Time: 7pm for 7.30pm start
Cost: Membership till the end of June $25
Contact:  bit.ly/warrnh
 admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

Event: AGM Warrandyte Mechanics’ Institute  
Place: Mechanics Institute Hall, Yarra Street
When: Monday May 22
Time: 8pm
Contact:  bit.ly/WMIAA or ring secretary Pat 

Anderson 9844 3442 
Info: The Warrandyte Arts Association and its 
various groups — theatre, pottery, craft, music 
and painting — aim to foster the arts in the com-
munity of Warrandyte as well as maintaining the 
hall for use by the community. We welcome new 
members and those with new ideas who are keen 
to further these goals. 

Event: Bob Starkie and friends
Place:  RSL Warrandyte, 113 Brackenbury 

Street
When: Sunday May 28
Time: 4pm – 8pm
Cost: Donation to the band
Contact:  sbradbury.greenconsultant@gmail.com 

or 9844 3567 
Info: Come along and listen to a jam session 
with some of our legends. Bob is joined by Garry 
Young of Daddy Cool fame, Steve Williams from 
John Farnham’s band, George Butrumlis of Black 
Sorrows, Andrew Scott of CW Stoneking and 
songbird Katie Thompson. 

Event: Yarra Valley View Club Lunch
Place: Chirnside Park Country Club
When: Tuesday May 30
Time: 12 noon   
Contact:  Bookings essential on 0438 625 556 or 

0409 403 968
Info: Pilots from Angel Flights. Guest speakers 
Reg Sheil and Warren Sparrow. Visitors Welcome.

Event: The Light Quartet - in Concert
Place: Warrandyte Mechanics Hall
When: Saturday May 27th
Time:  7.30pm, doors open 7pm. 
Cost:  $25 full, $20 concession, $10 (7-17yrs). 

$60 family. 
Contact:  Bookings advised — 0401 167 223,  

warrandytemusic@gmail.com
 Info: Four masterful musicians who produce ex-
traordinarily beautiful sounds and textures from 
harp, piano, bass, viola and percussion - and will 
add a little bliss to your evening! 

Event: Week of Prayer Service
Place: Warrandyte Community Church
When: Sunday June 4
Time: 7:30pm
Info: The combined churches of Warrandyte and 
Park Orchards are holding a Prayer for Christian 
Unity service. All welcome. 

Event: Planting with ACCA
Place: Gold Memorial Rd car park
When: Saturday June 17
Time:  1pm – 3pm
Contact:  Fritz 0439 443 703 for catering purposes. 
Info: Come along and give nature a hand. Tools 
will be provided.
Sturdy shoes and weather gear is recommended.

Event:  Neighbourhood House Theatre Club
 Presents Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
Place: Whitehorse Theatre
When: Sat June 17
Time: 2pm
Cost: Adults $40 Children $36
Contact:  bit.ly/warrnh
 admin@wnh.org.au or 9844 1839

buzz about town The power of intentions
wellbeing

review

FRIENDS of Warrandyte State Park (FOWSP) trailer is about 
20 years old, but local artist Carolyn Noel, refurbished the 
trailer with assistance from volunteers.  

It has been decorated with our wonderful wildflowers. 
FOWSP is a not for profit organization working closely 

with the Parks Vic Rangers to revegetate the State Parks.  
Every Thursday morning, volunteers congregate at 

Pound Bend Road collecting seeds and planting seedlings 
into tubes. 

Indigenous plants are available at cost price and staff can 
provide expert advice on establishing beautiful native gar-
dens or carry out revegetation projects on your property. 
For more information: http://fowsp.org.au/

FOWSP trailer has a fabulous facelift

 Large format book
 140 full colour pages
 Over 750 photographs
 Highlights include the Parade,  

Billycart Derby, Kids’ Market, Pet Parade,  
Local Schools, Duck Race, Buskers, Monachs,  
Arty Farty Folk, Bands, Musicians, Entertainers  
and much more...
The book is now available for purchase from: 

 Quintons Supa IGA     Riveresque   
 Warrandyte Museum (1:30 – 4:30pm weekends)  
 Warrandyte Neighbourhood House, 

Online through: www.warrandytefestival.org
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She had fled but her egg case was 
apparently complete.

 A day’s time was sufficient for the 
case to harden and become very 
firmly adhered to the wool, requir-
ing considerable delicate effort to 
remove it from the beanie and keep it 
intact. Now it sits in a small contain-
er at my home awaiting the hatching 
of the young mantises.

 I have read that there could be as 
many as 80 eggs so I’m keen to see 
how many will hatch and how long 
it takes.

Reports from Warrandytians
Edith from Brackenbury Street was 

puzzled by sighting a large raptor in 
mid-March; it was close to the size 
of a wedgie but obviously different. 

The next day she read the nature 
article in the Warrandyte Diary with 
the Glenn’s description of a sea eagle 
sighting. 

She thought, “That’s it, that’s what 
I saw.” 

Up until then she had assumed 
these birds would only be seen at 
the seaside. 

Also Edith learned that the bassian 
thrush is the bird she knew in the 
past as the scaly thrush.

Thanks to Edith for this report.
Frank from Bend of Islands reports 

a lyrebird count has been carried 

out annually since 2000 after inves-
tigation found no lyrebird records 
in the area or in Warrandyte State 
Park (WSP), since before the 1962 
bushfires.

Frank reported, “On 22/5/15 Gavin 
Masters, a very experienced birder, 
heard a lyrebird from his house 
near the river opposite the Mt Lofty 
section of WSP. 

 He went to the River to confirm 
that the bird was on the WSP side 
of the river.”

 Frank believes this is the first 
record of a bird on the WSP side of 
the river, a sign that wildlife corri-
dors to Kinglake are functioning for 
lyrebirds. 

May will bring
An increasing range of greenhood 

orchids, helmet orchids, both red 
and green Correa blooms, wattles 
and with the abundant April rain 
while the ground is still warm there 
should be a brilliant range of fungus 
this year. 

ONE morning, while on a camping 
trip near the Little Desert National 
Park, after good April rains, the 
sandy track was littered with freshly 
discarded pupal cases, small, medi-
um and large.

Moths had emerged from the 
ground, leaving these cases behind 
so wouldn’t be too far away; I was 
frustrated in unsuccessful attempts 
to find them in the daytime.

In 2010, I wrote about a ghost moth 
my granddaughter “adopted” — 
naming it Gray.

That year I learned that a female 
of this moth family holds the record 
for the number of eggs from any 
moth or butterfly with 29,000 eggs 
recorded.

These eggs are usually scattered 
under or nearby eucalypt tree. 

According to the Moths of Victoria 
Part 6, ghost moths their larvae gen-
erally tunnel underground near gum 
trees and feed upon their roots; the 
larvae may take up to three years 
to mature and pupate within their 
underground tunnels.

They wriggle to the surface just as 
the moth is ready to emerge.

These and other grubs were prized 
by many aboriginal groups and 
may have been a first solid food for 
young children. 

MONTH OF 
MAY SALE:

  25%

A RUSTY BUCKET of daffodils, a vin-
tage copper insert filled with water 
and waterlilies, or an old turquoise 
bowling ball nestled amongst the 
arctosis — garden art can cost you 
anything from the petrol it takes to 
drive around checking out garage 
sales to thousands of dollars spent 
at a gallery or nursery.

“Beauty is in the eye of the behold-
er” is a common quote but nothing 
is more true than what people see 
as “art” in the Warrandyte Garden.

Rust lends itself perfectly to the 
Australian bush backdrop that our 
properties are surrounded by.

Gums, bursarias, wattles, native 
grasses and shrubs all huddling 
around an old piece of metal, the 
natural tones of the setting sun on 
gum leaves compliment the brown, 
orange and black tones of the rusted 
metal making it a natural addition to 
the garden.

Looking at the garden art entries 
at the Melbourne Garden Show this 
year gives you some ideas of how we 
can adorn our gardens.

From mosaics, to carved limestone 
blocks, the barbed wire balls, to 
plastic chairs painted with zebra 
stripes burrowing into the ground.

Swimming pools, fish and frog 
ponds show reflections of the trees 
above and the autumn leaves float-
ing on the surface add tranquillity to 
the scene (except for the pool boy/
girl who swears at the inconvenience 
of having to scoop them out).

The rusted barbed wire fences 
bordering properties give us a sense 
of days gone by but rolled into balls 
become “art” with a $100 plus price 
tag.

Rusty fire pits are all the rage and 
now is the perfect time to invest 
in one.

A fire and a glass of wine in the 
garden in the evening is one of life’s 
simple joys.

Cane baskets, gum boots, kettles, 
fire grates, buckets, baking tins, all 

become receptacles for bulbs and 
succulents.

Allowing art to spill down stairs, 
to be clustered under trees in a hud-
dled group waiting out the winter 
when they will then burst forth into 
floral tributes. 

Water features add the element 
of movement and noise to a garden 
or courtyard echoing the sounds 
of the Yarra river, a drawcard for 
birds, bees, insects and frogs to 
your garden.

Vintage gates that lead to nowhere 
nestled at the bottom of the garden 
and used as trellis in vegetables 
gardens, long sticks tied together 
to form tee pees for climbing beans 
and peas, tomato frames in jaunty 
colours in clusters, old screen doors 
with the wire stripped out leaning 
against walls — all are the perfect 
frameworks to hide an eyesore in 
the garden, to create the illusion of 
depth or make the garden feel bigger 
and more interesting, to divide the 
garden into rooms or to add height 
to the newly planted garden. 

So remember to find original piec-
es, try not to buy the commonplace 
“art” but think outside the box and 
see what you come up with.

Garden benches, garden chairs, 
hammocks or a simple swing invite 
visitors to sit a while in the garden, 
to contemplate the plants, smells 
and sounds, to be a child again. 

Now is the time to look out for 
environmental weeds.

These include agapanthus, aspar-
agus fern, bluebell creeper, cape 
broom (Genista), Cootamundra 
wattle, cotoneaster, English ivy, 
holly, weeping willow, Japanese hon-
eysuckle, pampas grass, and Spanish 
heath to name a few.

They spread too easily by seed 
and cause destruction in bushland 
and forested areas by smothering 
native plants.

Autumn and winter is a time to flick 
through gardening books and think 

of other alternatives for these plants 
in the garden. 

Plant evergreen trees in May, the 
soil is warm and with the autumn 
rains we have been having the soil 
is moist and easy to turn over.

Evergreen trees can be planted 
now acacias species, eucalypts, 
jacaranda, malaleuca, peppercorns, 
camellias, michelias.

Remember a hole dug to plant a 
tree should be at least twice the size 
of the root ball.

Don’t be stingy when digging a 
hole, never try to jam the trees roots 
in a hole that is too small especially 
when you have purchased bare 
rooted trees.

Remove the plant from the pot and 
gently tease out the roots, place a 
hand full of slow release fertiliser in 
the hole, place the tree in the hole 
and replace the soil making sure the 
soil is good quality.

With feet or hands, firm down the 
soil around the plant and water 
deeply. 

Make sure you mulch to help con-
serve moisture in the soil.

To avoid “collar rot” make sure the 
mulch is not resting up against the 
trunk of the tree.

If you are planting kangaroo paws 
remember they like to be planted in 
a mound slightly above the ground 
to ensure perfect drainage. 

If you want to be happy for a life-
time — be a gardener.

Words & photos: LINDA ROGAN

nature

By KATHY GARIDNER

garden

Ghost moths fly after April showers

Gardening as an art form

For info on the ghost moth: 
bit.ly/marcidus
For this moth group in 
Australia: 
bit.ly/hepialidae
The False Garden Mantis: 
bit.ly/fgmantis

A ghost moth species

Discarded ghost moth pupal case

These days, bardi grubs are well 
known to fishermen who may use 
them as bait.

Back at camp, having gone to bed 
early, I missed a great clattering 
around the light on top of the shed; 
it was investigated by others as a 
possible night bird or bat.

In fact large ghost or rain moths 
were battering themselves against 
the light: five or more of them, as I 
sadly found out the next morning.

One remained to photograph. 

These moths will be emerging 
around Warrandyte as well.

Gift from a friend
Back at camp, Gray said “Here’s 

something for you,” as he handed 
across a grey woolly beanie.

 As it unfolded a symmetrical egg 
case about the size of my fingertip 
clung to the fibres.

 “It’s very fresh,” he assured me. 
A female praying mantis was dis-

turbed when my friend reached for 
his hat the previous day. 

Egg case of a false garden mantis
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Carolyn, I find packing a suitcase a night-
mare. Do you have any tips?
Ana, Warrandyte

By following a few simple rules you will find 
yourself packing more efficiently ensuring 
your luggage is easier to manage and your 
holiday more enjoyable.

Take advantage of the many travel apps which are 
now available.

Digitise copies of your  passports and travel docu-
ments and save them to a USB, smartphone or tablet  
(check out the TripIt app).

This enables you to ditch some annoying paperwork 
and is an important back-up if needed.

Make sure you keep this information separate to 
your checked baggage — just in case.

I love lists: make one which you can continually 
modify according to the destination, weather and 
purpose of your trip — yes there is an app for this 
too: it’s called PackPoint.

Gather up everything you need to fit in your bag, 
sort them into categories:  different types of clothing, 
toiletries, electronic devices and miscellaneous items.  

Take the smallest possible device for the job, for 
example: if you’re planning to take only happy snaps, 
you can use a smartphone rather than a heavyweight 
camera, or If you only want to access social media, 
a tablet or smartphone will do instead of a laptop.

Check your chargers — if all your devices use USB, 
one compatible charger might be all you need.

Rationalise your toiletries — if taking your own prod-
ucts, use screw-top containers to decant liquids, gels 
and creams rather than bringing a full-sized bottle.

Cull the clothing; realistically you will only need 
half of your piles.

This is where careful planning of outfits to ensure 
you have all situations covered will pay off. Versatile 
items, light layers and a select colour scheme are key.

Choose clothing that can be dressed up or down and 
layers well, taking only one jacket, or leaving behind a 
pair of shoes will make a big weight difference.

Fine tune those miscellaneous items — a disposable 
poncho is much easier to pack than an umbrella, 
heavy books may be able to be loaded on to your 
tablet.

Some things you might simply not be able to do 
without — for me it’s my neck pillow for long flights.

Now you can pack for maximum efficiency and 
space-saving which means you can shop more on 
your holiday.

Start by placing the heaviest items closest to the 
bottom of your suitcase. Another handy space-saving 
tip is to tightly roll your clothing instead of folding 
and stacking it.

Fold shirts and clothing that crease easily; place 
these at the top of the case to keep them from getting 
wrinkled.

Lastly, fill the gaps with socks and underwear.

Pro Tip
“When preparing to travel, lay out all your clothes 

and all your money. Then take half the clothes and 
twice the money.”

Carolyn Allen is Manager of Warrandyte Travel 
and Cruise. 
Email: carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au

The Diary’s very own 
Stephen Reynolds 
took a trip to Spain 
last summer and 
is this month’s 
guest travel writer/
photographer.
LIKE MANY Australians who take their 
holidays over the December/January peri-
od, recent trips over the last decade have 
taken us to the northern hemisphere — in 
this case Spain — where winter travel can 
be beneficial on several fronts.

This is the off season and accommodation 
costs are generally greatly reduced, tourist 
numbers are much lower, historical sites 
and restaurants aren’t crowded and out 
of the way locations away from the bigger 
cities are happy to have patronage at dis-
counted prices.

Our Eurail pass for four allowed 12 trips 
in a 30-day period on Spain’s 300 kilometres 
an hour high speed train network.

While travelling through central and 
southern Spain, through the region of 
Andalusia, we experienced similar daily 
temperatures to Melbourne in winter and 
on many occasions with clear blue skies, 
the one downside being daylight hours 
are shorter.

In a nutshell, we initially based ourselves 
in Madrid (Europe’s highest capital) for a 
week and did long day trips to Valencia, 
Segovia, Toledo and Consuegra (the La 
Mancha windmills).

For the latter part of the holiday we trav-
elled south to Seville, then in the mountains 
above Malaga where we spent eight days 
based in the small village of Riogordo and 
travelled by car to Granada, Cordoba, 
Ronda and the white villages of Andalusia.

The interesting thing about Spain is that 
it is a melting pot of architecture that it 
encompasses the Roman era — up to the 
6th century — later the invading Moors 
from North Africa established their palaces, 
alcazars, plazas and mosques reflecting the 
Islamic style until the Spanish Inquisition 
in 1492 and the rise of Catholicism with its 
cathedrals and buildings more reflective of 
the rest of Europe.

One highlight for us was the amazing 
modern architecture we found in Valencia, 
which is now known as the “City of Arts 
and Sciences”.

It comprises six spectacular buildings in 
the excavated river bed of the now diverted 
river Turia consisting of performing arts 
centre, Imax Cinema, planetarium, science 
museum, aquarium, arboretum and conven-
tion centre/concert space, all surrounded 
by shallow mosaic lined pools.

Seville also has a claim to fame with the 
largest wooden structure in the world.

The Metropol Parasol (known locally as 
Las Setas, the mushrooms) is 150 metres 
long, nearly 30 metres high, and construct-
ed of birch imported from Finland.

It houses a museum, market, panoramic 
terraces, and restaurant on the multi-level 
rooftop.

Spain has an enormous amount to offer 
the traveller with world famous art gal-
leries and museums, stunning vistas in an 
ever-changing landscape, a culture that has 
survived invasions, civil wars and economic 
woes, and a cuisine to die for.

Providing you embrace the Spanish life-
style of siestas and dining times you will 
have a wonderful time, and it’s a photog-
raphers delight!

Practical packing
Ask Carolyn

Spain: not just tapas and paella
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By SEAN WALES 
WARRANDYTE has again been re-
warded for its high-quality produce 
with Olivigna recognised at an inter-
national competition. 

 The winery has just received a 
Bronze Medal award for its Limon-
cello at the International Spirits 
Challenge for 2017. 

The unique, unfiltered Limoncello 
is handcrafted on Olivigna’s 20-acre 
estate in South Warrandyte. 

The competition was held in Lon-
don and is considered to be the 
most respected spirits competition 
in the world. 

This year there were over 1,300 
entries from almost 70 countries. 

According to Mr Di Pietro, who 
owns Olivigna along with his wife, 
Anna Gallo, the award has put War-
randyte on the world stage. 

“It’s amazing how this world-wide 
prize is attracting interest to our 
part of the world,” he said. 

“As soon as the news came through 
we started getting enquiries from 
people overseas asking where ex-
actly Warrandyte is; [the award is] 
casting an international spotlight 
onto Warrandyte.”

Limoncello is a typically Italian 
liqueur made from lemons. 

It is a Southern Italian staple, with 
the Amalfi Coast known for its abun-
dance of lemons and high-quality 
Limoncello. 

Warrandyte is some 15,000 kilome-
tres away from the famous region 
and Mr Di Pietro believes the whole 
community should share in the 
reward. 

“Our Limoncello win feels like a 
win for the whole region,” he said. 

“None of this would have hap-
pened without our talented team, 
our great community support and 
the assistance of the City of Man-
ningham.” 

The Limoncello is based on 
co-owner Ms Anna Gallo’s traditional 
family recipe. 

Originally from Italy, she used to 
make Limoncello with her father. 

Olivigna uses lemons from their 
own citrus grove. 

The flavour of the lemons is in-
fused into pure alcohol, which Ol-
ivigna makes onsite in their bespoke 
distillery. 

From there, the mixture is blended 
with a fine sugar syrup, to create the 
award-winning lemon liqueur.

The award is the latest to highlight 
Warrandyte’s high quality produce 
and expert producers. 

Anna’s Limoncello is available for 
purchase from Olivigna’s cellar door. 

The only place to stay in  
a cabin, in a caravan or  
for a camping experience
n Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover  
 ‘al fresco’ area
n Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)
n We host local birthday parties!
n Cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends
n Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!

182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 3637 Email info@cbtp.com.au

For more information: 
olivigina.com.au 

Olivigna’s world-standard liqueur 

ON A RECENT visit to Brazil, Diary editors Sandi Miller and James 
Poyner found some Brazillian locals on Copacabana Beach in Rio 
catching up with news from Warrandyte.
Send your entries to info@warrandytediary.com.au with Diary 
Goes Global in the subject line and be in the running to win a 
weekend away at Crystal Brook Holiday Park.
Note: this month’s entry is not eligible for the prize.

Diary goes global
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SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
 •  Taxation Return Preparation
 •  Electronic Lodgement Service
 •  Accounting & Business Consultants

COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC REPAIRS

Economical Repairs to:
 TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi, Computers, Telephones,  
 Electronic Equipment, Appliances
Computers: Laptops & Desktops Telephones:
 Repairs, Advice, Cleanup Moves, New Batteries 
 Virus Removal, Wi-Fi Extra Phone Sockets 
 Broadband Installation ACA Licensed Cabler

DAVID HOGG 9844 2360

painting & 
decorating

Andrew John
Managing Director

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au

w: fourwallspainting.com.au

ELECTRICIAN
▲ Domestic  
▲ Commercial
▲ Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas

bradley curtis

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979
NO JOB TOO SMALL

REC no. 6161

All types of  
glass, glazing,  

mirrors, shower 
screens

WARRANDYTE 
✷✷ GLASS ✷✷

Terry Ryan
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

MARK’S GUTTER  
& SOLAR PANEL 

CLEANING

DIARY ADVERTISING WORKS  CALL BRIONY 9844 0555

• Single & double storey

• Domestic & commercial

• Gutter vac

• Fully insured

• Free quotes

•  Local, highly reliable 

tradesperson

MARK 0481 866 333

Reminder 
Applications for Four-Year-Old  
Preschool 2018 will close  
temporarily on June 30 to  
commence first round offers. 
 
Make sure you have registered  
with Council to be included in  
the first round offer process.
 

  nillumbik.vic.gov.au/preschools or call 9433 3161

What’s on?
Have you checked  

out Council’s new  

events group? 

What’s On in Nillumbik is a 

place for community members 

to advertise all events 

happening in the Shire. 

Search ‘What’s on in 

Nillumbik’ via Facebook  

to join the group and find  

out what’s happening in your 

local area.

What’s on?
Have you checked 

out Council’s new 

What’s On in Nillumbik is a 
What’s On in Nillumbik is a 
What’s On in Nillumbik

place for community members 

Finalists exhibition 1 June – 30 July 2017
Celebrating contemporary works of excellence by artists 
with a Nillumbik connection.

EXHIBITION OPENING
Thursday 1 June, 6.30pm – 8.30pm
Barn Gallery, Montsalvat, 7 Hillcrest Ave, Eltham

  montsalvat.com.au 

Winter Winefest 

Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 June 11am-5pm
What better way to welcome winter than with new and 
exciting wine and warming winter fare.

Join the local winemakers  
and enjoy a bite to eat, wine  
tastings, live music and  
artworks from local artists right  
on Melbourne’s doorstep. 

No entry or tasting fees at  
any of the venues.

  opencellars.com.au 

Saturday 20 May 2017 10am-4pm 
Hurstbridge Community Hub,  
50 Graysharps Road, Hurstbridge
(sausage sizzle available to purchase)

Do you know what local community groups can offer 
you and your family? Come along to Town & Country 
Connect and chat to representatives from a range of 
organisations from Hurstbridge and rural Nillumbik.

   facebook.com/townandcountryconnect

  1300 141 446

HAVE YOUR SAY   

Domestic Animal  
Management Plan 
Nillumbik Shire Council is currently preparing its new 
Domestic Animal Management Plan and invites you to  
have your say. The Plan will provide  
the framework for animal management  
services for the next four years.

COMPLETE THE SURVEY
  www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/damp 

WRITE TO US
Domestic Animal Management Plan
Nillumbik Shire Council
PO Box 476 Greensborough VIC 3088
or nillumbik@nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Submissions close 15 May 2017

the framework for animal management 

  www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/damp 

PO Box 476 Greensborough VIC 3088

Join the local winemakers 
and enjoy a bite to eat, wine 

artworks from local artists right 
on Melbourne’s doorstep. 

No entry or tasting fees at 

  opencellars.com.au 

Applications for Four-Year-Old 

commence first round offers. 

Make sure you have registered 
with Council to be included in 

www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au@nillumbikshirewww.facebook.com/nillumbikcouncil
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Reserve your spot now at www.billanook.vic.edu.au
Tel: 9725 5388 - 197 Cardigan Road, Mooroolbark                                   

An Independent, Co-educational School 

in the tradition of the Uniting Church                                                                            

Educating children from  

Early Learning to Year 12

2017 College Tours
Thursday 22 June - School at Work Tour

Wednesday 2 August - School at Work Tour

Saturday 2 September - Saturday Morning College Tour

Charter Bus from Warrandyte to Billanook daily

New doctors  
now taking new patients

 
Dr Andrew Perrignon

Dr Libby Rochstein 
Dr Esther Ko 

Dr Paul Proimos
Dr Irina Fast

Dr Ashraf Zakhary

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients
OPEN 

Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm
Saturday – 9am to 12pm

Warrandyte  
Consulting Rooms

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943

Tired muscles? Sore joints??

With the year well underway, your body may be in need of a 
little attention. Whether it is preparing for the winter pre-

season or summer finals, pop into Warrandyte Osteopathy 
and let us help you! 

We treat everything from head and neck pain right down to 
foot and toe problems. 

We are open 6 days a week, so either call us on 9844 2465, 
go online to melbourneosteopathy.org and follow the 

prompts. 

Shop 2, 90-92 
Melbourne Hill Road

Warrandyte, 3113
(Next to Ruby Tuesday)

Proudly supporting the community since 2002

Are you sore and tired??

With the winter sports well underway how is the body holding 
up? Does it need a little help?

Here at Warrandyte Osteopathy we can help with those sore 
muscles, sprained ligaments and other sporting injuries. 

We are open 6 days a week, so either call us on 9844 2465, 
go online to melbourneosteopathy.org and follow the 

prompts to make a booking. 

Shop 2, 90-92 
Melbourne Hill Road

Warrandyte, 3113
(Next to Ruby Tuesday)

Proudly supporting the community since 2002
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With BASIL FETTUCINE
THERE’S NO shortage of good restaurants 
in Warrandyte, especially when it comes to 
finding a tasty pizza or pasta dish to stir up 
the Italian in you, but Huntress in Melbourne 
Hill Road sets itself apart from the rest with 
one noticeable difference — its housemade 
pizza base.

“We believe our pizzas are special because 
we use authentic Italian methods to make 
our dough, we hand stretch and we use only 
top quality ingredients including Ciao Italian 
tomatoes and Caputo flour straight from 
Italy,” owner Rosalia Otimi said. 

Better still, unlike that miserly Colonel 
Sanders, Rosalia and hubby Andrew are 
happy to share the pizza base recipe on the 
restaurant’s official website.

The “special base” is not the only defining 
characteristic of Huntress pizza, their menu 
offers either tomato-based or white-based 
wood-fired pizzas to accommodate the 
gluten intolerant section of the community.

With the Fettucine tribe of seven putting 
claim to a large table in the spacious restau-
rant, we tucked into pizza, pizza and more 
pizza on this occasion, ignoring the lure of 
other goodies from the dinner menu includ-
ing pork belly, Huntress’ trademark chicken 
parma, chilli prawn gnocchi, and some snaz-
zy lighter options. 

In a diverse offering on our table we tore 
into a meatlovers with a barbecue sauce 
base, a margherita (in true Italian style very 
simple and tasty), Hawaiian, and liguria 
(pumpkin, pine nuts, ricotta, spinach and 
pesto).

Overall, the pizza prices were reasonable, 
from $17 to $22 (minus extras).

While the classics and favourites will 
remain, a brand-new menu is on the way 
for winter with new chef Nick Kennedy, 
originally from Liverpool in the UK, instilling 
his culinary flare with more than 15 years’ 
experience in the industry.

“We’ll be rolling out some hearty winter 
meals on the menu including some more 
authentic Italian dishes like ragouts.

“Locals should also be aware of some of 

the dessert specials we’re currently offering: 
such as the lemon myrtle panna cotta, which 
is proving to be really popular,” Rosalia said.

Speaking of desserts, others on the menu 
include pizzetta Nutella, pizzetta dolce (car-
amelized white chocolate, fresh strawberries 
and vanilla bean ice cream) and Nutella 
calzone.

Also, it’s worth noting the weekly specialty 
nights are still on the boil including “Tuesday 
parma night” ($17) and “Thursday steak 
night” ($26), as well as takeaway “super pizza 
deals” including three pizzas for $50 or four 
for $60, or the family deal of two kids pizzas 
plus two 13-inch pizzas for $50.

Bellissimo!

BELOW: Huntress owner Andrew Otimi with 
new chef Nick Kennedy prepare another 
wood-fired special pizza.

WHAT IS YOUR POSITION AT THE GRAND?

Head Chef

HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN AT THE GRAND?

4.5 years

WHAT DO YOU LIKE BEST ABOUT THE GRAND?

I love the beautiful old building  
and the community.

WHAT’S YOUR BEST MEMORY/STORY  
OF THE GRAND?

I met my lovely wife here!

WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE THING  
ABOUT WARRANDYTE?

Small community feel, you’re close 
to the city but it also feels like you 
are in the country.

WHAT IS YOUR FAVOURITE MEAL  
AT THE GRAND? 

I like to eat a lot of fresh fish, 
especially ocean trout, flathead and 
snapper that we have had in lately. 
Otherwise, some slow cooked lamb.

FACESFACES
THE GRAND

f e at u r i n g

B R A D  H A W K E R

T H E  G R A N D  W A R R A N D Y T E

By SANDI MILLER
MAY IS METABOLIC Dietary Disor-
ders awareness month and War-
randyte’s own Grand Hotel have 
announced a very special program 
— in what is believed to be a world 
first; they are offering a special menu 
to cater for people living with this 
rare group of diseases.

The Warrandyte Diary spoke with 
Monique Cooper, the President of 
the Metabolic Dietary Disorders 
Association (MDDA) about the most 
common of this rare disorder Phe-
nylketonuria (PKU) and what this 
menu initiative means for people 
living with PKU.

Diary: What is it like living with 
PKU?
Monique: Phenylketonuria is consid-
ered a rare disease and I guess the 
significance of this disease is it is one 
of the things they pick up with the 
heal prick test.

The heal prick test has been admin-
istered for about 50 years and most 
newborn babies are tested, so PKU 
is usually diagnosed within the first 
ten days of life.

My son is seven and has PKU — 
when he was diagnosed, I had never 
heard of it before and it came as 
quite a shock.

However, as a parent you learn 
— over time —it is a manageable 
disease as long as you are diagnosed 
early, are on top of it, and you teach 
your child as they are growing into 
a teenager and an adult.

They live a relatively normal 
healthy life — the biggest challenge 

is the diet, because it is all about 
your metabolism.
Diary: What are the symptoms and 
restrictions?
Monique: To have PKU means you 
have got a faulty enzyme in your liver 
that prevents you from metabolising 
a particular amino acid which is 
found in protein — Phenylalanine.

It can’t be metabolised and there-
fore creates toxic levels in your body 
which effect the brain — so a young 
child, if they are not diagnosed early, 
just simply breastfeeding is getting 
more  Phenylalanine than they need.

It sends their levels sky high and 
potentially within 6-12 months, they 
are brain damaged, so it is all about 
avoiding brain damage.

When they are young that is when 
it is most critical, as they get older 
their brain gets to a point where it is 
considered to be developed, which 
they now say doesn’t happen until 
they are 25, but they advocate diet 
for life to protect the brain for life 
so what that means is they have to 
have a very strict low protein diet.

My son Charlie is allowed to have 
12 grams of protein, kids his age 
with a metabolism his age would 
probably have about 40 grams, that 
doesn’t sound too bad because he 

is a child, but as he gets older that 
12 grams won’t change, most adults 
will have around 70 grams of protein 
a day.

For example, an egg is six grams or 
a glass of milk is 10 grams of protein, 
a potato is two grams, so it is fruit 
and vegetable as well — everything 
has protein in it, even nuts, legumes, 
soy; we have to avoid all those things 
too because they are too high in pro-
tein, so what we have to counteract 
this is a specialised synthesised 
protein, it is like a protein shake — 
Charlie will have that three times 
a day and that gives him all of the 
other protein amino acids his diet 
is missing out on.

We also have special protein free 
rice, pasta, milk, cereals, cheese, 
the whole lot to make up a lot of the 
staples of the diet and then depend-
ing on what their actual allowance 
is we will incorporate normal foods 
in to their diet — I am always at the 
supermarket now reading labels.

It is a very complex diet and be-
cause it is not an allergy, or some-
thing like diabetes, it doesn’t have 
that instant effect so it is very hard 
for people to understand. 

It doesn’t really fit into any catego-
ry of special diet either, people say, 

oh you are just vegan — and then 
they will bring you out a vegan meal 
with all these sesame seeds or lentils 
or something.

So what happens is people with 
PKU often don’t dine out because it 
is too hard to explain and prepare 
a meal and so most places you go 
generally the staple they have is 
hot chips — we generally have to 
weigh them, because one potato is 
two grams of protein so if someone 
is going out trying to find a two gram 
meal for their kid they have to weigh 
them and they say: Charlie you can 
have that many — so it is tough.

Diary: The Grand Hotel have a 
special PKU friendly menu during 
May, how important is that?
Monique: With dining out, a lot of 
people say it’s just too hard so they 
take their food everywhere and they 
often eat the same bland stuff, that is 
the other sad thing they have their 
special free pasta they boil it up they 
put a bit of their free cheese they 
might sprinkle some herbs on top, 
you think how much food is a part 
of our lives and it so bland – even 
drinking — I mean beer has protein 
so to even go and have some beers 
with your mates, to have that social 
aspect, for families with kids and 
teenagers and for adults to be able 
to come out and have that dining 
experience and just eat some beau-
tiful foods.

What it will mean is that families 
that are in the area can come and 
have a dining experience with their 
kids or as adults and actually be able 
to order something off a menu with-
out having to explain it — it is just 
brilliant to be able to eat something 
and feel like everyone else.

A NEW farmers market has been 
established in Wonga Park.

The market had its first outing on 
April 22 at Wonga Park Primary 
School.

If the April market is anything to 
go by there is a great range of stall-
holders to choose from including 
Belleview Farm (free range eggs), 
Sugarloaf Produce (vegetables 
from Strathewen), Crafted by Bees 
(honey), Silva Coffee (roasted in 
the Yarra Valley), Sennitts Valley 
Farm (garlic and chestnuts), Hope 
Farm Bakery (sourdough), Blue 
Bay Cheese, Kellybrook Winery 
(wine, ciders and craft beers) and 
La Villa Salumi (handmade pork 
sausages and smoked pork prod-
ucts), along with berries, baked 
sweet treats, hand blended spices 
and herbs, gozleme, poffertjes, 
dips, Turkish sweets, nuts, locally 
handmade beeswax food wraps 
and hand blended teas. 

The school sells preserves, old 
fashioned lemonade, kitchen gar-
den produce and plants, fresh local 
flowers and a Gourmet BBQ.  

Manager of the Market Jenny 
Kelly said they aim for this to 
become a significant event for the 
local community and hope to draw 
in people from surrounding areas 
as well. 

“We see it as a lovely way for peo-
ple to connect with each other and 
with people who grow and produce 
great local food”, she said.

The market runs on the fourth 
Saturday of the month from 9am 
–1pm.
To book a stall please contact 
Jenny Kelly:wongaparkfm@
gmail.com

Wonga Park’s 
new marketMDD awareness month

dining

Hunting down 
a good pizza

Grand serves up low protein menu for rare dietary disorder sufferers
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By DEANNE DICKSON
DID YOU KNOW local community groups have 
access to a portable EFTPOS terminal to take 
card payments at fundraising events, thanks 
to Warrandyte Community Bank Branch?

Community groups can apply to use the 
branch’s service, CommunityPOS® , provided 
they are Bendigo Bank customers.

Warrandyte Community Bank Branch Man-
ager Cheryl Meikle said CommunityPOS®  
was a low-cost way for community groups to 
accept real-time card payments on the day 
of their event.

“This is a great opportunity for schools, 
sporting clubs and service groups to use the 
facility at fetes, registration days or fundrais-
ing stalls,” she said.

Under the service, the EFTPOS terminal is 
borrowed for the time the community event 
is being held; and once it’s over, the branch 
calculates the value of the card transactions 
processed, and pays the proceeds directly 
into the group’s nominated Bendigo Bank 
account.

“Many community groups have found the 
service to be invaluable as they don’t have 
the money to pay for an EFTPOS terminal all 
year round and during an event the CommPos  

speeds up payment processing time,” said 
Ms Meikle.

Warrandyte Community Bank Company 
Chairman Aaron Farr said the service was all 
part of the branch’s commitment to support-
ing the local community.

“We continue to invest in the future of 
Warrandyte and the surrounding district as 
it invests in us.

“Although the service is available exclusively 
to Bendigo Bank customers, we encourage 
community groups who don’t bank with us 
to drop into the branch and see what we can 
offer.

“Just like any bank, Community Bank 
branches offer a full range of banking and 
financial services, from everyday savings ac-
counts to business banking, financial planning 
and insurances,” Mr Farr said.

For more information about the Communi-
tyPOS® service, drop in to the branch or call 
9844 2233.

ONE OF THE major changes coming 
into effect post June 30 2017 is how 
much of your super you can transfer 
into    retirement pensions and other 
superannuation income streams.

Until now there has been no limit 
to the amount of super money that 
could be used to set up a pension 
in retirement and pay no tax on the 
earnings of that pension.

As such, the biggest concern for 
most pre-retirees was how much 
money they could place into super 
prior to their retirement.

However, all that is about to 
change. 

Each quarter, the Association of 
Super Funds of Australia (ASFA) 
estimates how much a single person 
or couple will need to have in super 
prior to setting up their pensions 
to be able to achieve a comfortable 
lifestyle.

For a couple, the ASFA, currently 
estimates that you will need a com-
bined super balance of $640,000 to 
achieve this result.

As the government’s revenue 
declines and we watch the budget 
deficit increase, the incumbent 
government has had to look at 
more creative ways of increasing 
its revenue.

For a long time, it’s had its eye 
on our super; after all, it is a $2.3 
billion-dollar nest egg with generous 
tax concessions applied to it.

As such, it makes perfect sense for 
the government to fiddle around at 
the edges of the ever-growing nest 
egg with the aim to deriving more 
income for its coffers.

Given a lot of people already have 
more than $640,000 in their super 
and the numbers are growing, the 
government sees this as a good 
place to start.

By BRIAN SPURRELL
YOU MAY have 
heard about us 
through your 
friends when 
you ask, “Do 
you  know a 
good accoun-
tant?”

Alternatively, 
you might have 

noticed our regular advertisement 
on page three of the Diary.

No, we don’t have a shop front or a 
big sign anywhere in Warrandyte, or 
even an impressive website.

You see, we choose to be differ-
ent, given our motto is “we are the 
accountants who care”. We prefer 
to meet face-to-face with our cli-
ents either at their place, or ours, 
as we enjoy getting to know them 
personally.

In addition to providing a complete 
range of taxation and accounting 
services for all types of entities in-
cluding SMSFs, we also engage with 
our clients on the full range of issues 
that may impact on their financial 
wellbeing and future.

Because we focus on building a 
trusting relationship with our clients 
we frequently provide a conduit to 
specialists in financial planning, 
mortgage broking, risk management, 
legal matters, audit services and 
aged care issues.

We only refer our clients to spe-
cialists whom we have interviewed 
at length and know over the passage 
of time meet our high expectations 
as well as the expectations of our 
clients.

We do not accept referral com-
missions or kick-backs from our 

specialist associates because our 
reward is in the knowledge that our 
clients are well cared for by them. 

So, who are we that provide this 
type of service to our clients?

Our practice is operated by myself 
(Brian) and Jan Spurrell, as well as 
associate Ms Hien Hoang.

We have been working together for 
more than thirteen years to build 
this unique business.

Our Qualifications
Brian has tertiary qualifications in 

business, education and psychology, 
30 years’ experience lecturing in 
accounting and strategic business 
management at Swinburne Universi-
ty, 25 years as a trainer and consul-
tant to the oil industry, 12 years as 
part owner of and accountant for a 
veterinary pharmaceuticals’ manu-
facturing company, and seven years 
as a director of Taxpayers Australia.

Brian is a Fellow CPA, a Chartered 
Tax Adviser, Registered Tax Agent 
and holder of a CPA Public Practice 
Certificate.

Hien, has a Swinburne degree in 
business, is a Registered Tax Agent, 
holder of a CPA Australia Public 
Practice Certificate and an Autho-
rised Representative of the SMSF 
Adviser Network.

Jan also has a Swinburne business 
degree and is our Practice Manager 
with many years’ experience in 
business administration and human 
resources management. 

So, where can you find us? We 
live and work in a quiet, cosy en-
vironment amongst the gum trees 
and wattles in Wattleblossom Road, 
Warrandyte and can be contacted on 
our mobiles, Brian 0412 011 946, Jan 
0419 878 106 and Hien 0448 012 728.

Bendigo Bank’s portable EFTPOS 
allows easy electronic fundraising

HOME GROUND 
ADVANTAGE

PTAS – not 
your typical 
accountants

Yikes, I have more than $1.6M in Super!
By WARREN STRYBOSCH

finance

One way they are going to increase 
revenue is by reducing the amount 
of super money one can use to set 
up a pension.

These changes will be retrospec-
tive, which means everyone who 
currently has a pension, albeit with 
amounts over $1.6M, will be affected.

It is being labelled the $1.6M trans-
fer balance cap.

Anyone who breaches the new 
$1.6M transfer balance cap after 
June 30, when they set up a new 
pension, will be required to remove 
the excess amount and may incur 
tax penalties of up to 15% on “no-
tional” earnings (the earnings on the 
excess amounts above the transfer 
balance cap) and 30% after the sec-
ond breach.

For those of you who currently (set 

up prior to June 30 2017) have more 
than $1.6M in pension phase but 
less than $1.7M; you will have until 
December 31 to rectify this issue and 
reduce your pension balance below 
the cap without penalty.

At the moment, the ATO estimates 
at least 3% of SMSF’s have at least 
$2M or more in assets and this num-
ber is rising.

In another 20 years we might see 
at least 20-30% of SMSF members 
with assets greater than the transfer 
balance cap.  So, whilst it might not 
affect too many of us now, it may 
affect more of us, as we get closer 
to retirement. 

The good news is that each person 
can have up to $1.6M in pension 
assets which means a couple could 
have a total of $3.2M in assets back-

ing their pensions to support their 
lifestyle which is a lot more than 
the $640,000 estimated by the ASFA. 

So, if you are one of the fortunate 
ones with pension assets above 
$1.6M, don’t wait until June or July 
to act.

From July 1 all super funds will be 
required to report any new pensions 
that are set up after this date and 
any withdrawals that are made from 
existing pensions.

**********************************
In last month’s column, a response 

was made to a letter written to the 
editor where a reader was offended 
by several points made and felt 
that he and his business were being 
discredited.

This was not and is not the inten-
tion of this column.

The aim of the column is not 
to discredit any specific person 
or business but to equip readers 
with the tools necessary to help 
them navigate through the complex 
world of finance and to keep readers 
abreast of the latest legislation and 
terminology in Australian finance.

The column may from time to time 
highlight inconsistencies in knowl-
edge from both the readership and 
the professionals practicing in these 
areas and it will always be done in 
the spirit of education.

Warren Strybosch is a local who 
has been providing advice for over 
15 years, lectures and has written 
financial planning courses. 

He is married to Joanna, and they 
have three lovely children.

This information is of a general nature 
only and has been prepared without 
taking into account your particular 
financial needs, circumstances and 
objectives. While every effort has been 
made to ensure the accuracy of the infor-
mation, it is not guaranteed. You should 
obtain professional advice before acting 
on the information contained in this 
publication. Superannuation, tax and 
Centrelink and other relevant informa-
tion is based on our interpretation and 
continuation of law current as at the 
date of this document. The information 
contained in this document does not 
constitute legal or tax advice. You should 
seek expert advice in this regard. Warren 
Strybosch, Find Wealth Pty Limtied ABN 
20 140 585 075, Corporate Authorised 
Representative No. 236815 of ClearView 
Financial Advice Pty Ltd ABN 89 133 
593 012, AFSL No. 331367.   Find Mort-
gage Pty Limited ABN 66613 272 932. 
Corporate Authorized Representative 
(No: 491592) of Connective Credit 
Services (ACL No 389328).  Find Ac-
countant Pty Limited ABN 57613578779. 

Source: ASFA Retirement 
Standard, page 4
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active

By MICHAEL DI PETTA
IN NOVEMBER 2013, when Wendy 
Snowball first started racing on 
mountain bikes she competed in 
the four stage Forrest Festival in 
the Otways — and it was a disaster.

After what seemed like an innocu-
ous slide out on a corner, Snowball 
suffered a spiral fracture of both the 
tibia and fibula, leaving her left foot 
hanging limply as she lay in agony on 
an isolated part of the track.

For over an hour she laboured 
through the pain, before she was 
eventually stretchered out of the 
secluded bushland and ferried to 
Geelong Hospital.

She was operated on later that day 
and a steel rod was placed into the 
lower half of her leg.

Snowball recovered reasonably 
quickly and it was not long until she 
was back on the bike.

Sadly, her recovery was short 
lived.

While taking a group of local rid-
ers down Haslams Track in 2014, 
she failed to notice a newly created 
water bar at the bottom of the steep 
downhill.

Hurtling along at around 50km/h 
she hit the water bar unexpectedly 
and was flung through the air, taking 
a considerable amount of skin from 
the knee of her previously broken 
leg as well as her elbows, hips, and 
torso.

The incident had Snowball serious-
ly reconsidering ever getting back 
onto a mountain bike, and many 
people encouraged her not to.

Perhaps that is what drove her.
After a lengthy rehab and a subse-

quent further setback to get the rod 
removed from her previously broken 
leg, Snowball set about becoming a 

better bike rider.
Fast-forward to Canungra on the 

Gold Coast in March 2017 and 
Snowball was crowned the Women’s 
National Champion for the Cross 
Country Olympic race (XCO) 44-49 
year age group.

In the National Series leading up to 
the championships, Snowball won 
every race she entered, only finish-
ing second in the series because she 
missed the first two rounds to go 
riding with her family in Tasmania 
over the Christmas holidays.

Bike riding has become a passion 
for Snowball that is shared by the 
rest of her family (her daughter 
Courtney was recently named in the 
U19 Australian team to compete in 
the World Championships in Sep-
tember) and Wendy has set herself 
up to teach others new to the sport, 
particularly women, to do the same.

Since beginning her career in the 
sport, Snowball has not only honed 
her skills, but also equipped herself 
with several coaching accreditations 
that enable her to educate others.

Snowball is currently a “She Rides” 
ambassador, an initiative introduced 
by Cycling Australia to encourage 
women to take up the sport of 
cycling.

Snowball specialises in running 
beginner and intermediate mountain 
bike classes for groups within the 
She Rides programs, which run for 
eight weeks at a time.  

There are several Warrandyte 
women who have joined Snowball 
in the most recent Autumn program, 
held at Lysterfield on Saturday 
mornings.

Snowball also leads a weekly 
morning social ride which many of 
Warrandyte’s novice women-riders 

take part in, followed by the oblig-
atory coffee and chat, presenting 
cycling as both a fitness based and 
social option for women.   

There is no doubt Snowball has 
been a trailblazer for women in the 
sport of mountain biking.

As founder and current secretary 
of the Warrandyte Mountain Bike 
Club, Snowball also set up Spin Cycle 
Warrandyte five years ago to provide 
spin classes.

Snowball is now intent on taking 
her Spin Cycle business to new 
frontiers, recently completing a stint 
of casual employment at Cycling 
Australia, taking on a nationwide 
coordination role for the She Rides 
program.  

Now an ambassador for Giant 
Bikes Australia with an emphasis on 
the Liv brand (a brand completely 
dedicated to women in cycling), 
Snowball is also an ambassador for 
She Science, a Kew based business 
dedicated to ensuring women are 
properly fitted for sports bras.

With her stint at Cycling Australia 
concluding in April, Snowball’s next 
challenge shapes up as the Masters 
XCO World Championships, held in 
Andorra in June.  

As Australia’s Masters 44-49 year 
national champion, Snowball has the 
opportunity to test herself on the 
world stage and will spend the next 
two months preparing to compete 
on what will be highly technical and 
hilly terrain. 

Competing at national level 1900m 
above sea level on the other side of 
the world, Snowball’s position in cy-
cling could not be any further from 
that fateful day in Forrest where it 
all began.

BODYTONE Bootcamp is one of the 
many outdoor bootcamp classes in 
Warrandyte, and uses the Stiggants 
Reserve stage for its classes.

With commanding views of the 
Yarra river, it is truly a stunning place 
to exercise.

Each session is unique and in-
volves circuits with your body 
weight, hand weights or the very 
popular boxing circuits.

Some of the regulars could be 
considered veterans of Bodytone 
Bootcamp, coming to the classes 

twice a week, most weeks, for over 
five years; it is the social side of the 
classes that bring them back.

There is often a lot of friendly ban-
ter, aimed about both the instructors 
and fellow bootcampers and some 
great music from the 80s right up 
until now, but if you just want to 
come along, chill, and focus on the 
workout — then that is OK too.

Classes run for an hour and oper-
ate at 9:15am weekdays, with extra 
early sessions at 7am on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays.

First session is FREE.
If you would like more information, 

please contact Daniel on 0423 747 
016.

A good fun class for both men and 
women of all ages and fitness levels, 
hope to see you down there soon.

Snowball’s success worth the wait

By BRANSEN GIBSON
LOCAL sporting history was made 
recently when the Doncaster Drag-
ons Baseball Club defeated the 
Forest Hill Eagles 6-0 to win its first 
ever A Grade game.

The victory was the first time the 
club had won an A Grade baseball 
game in its 41-year existence.

This is the Dragons’ first season 
in the A Grade, and the signifi-
cance of their first-ever win was 
not lost on winter coach Brendan 
McDonald.

“It’s a great result for the club 
and it gives us a lot of confidence 
going forward.

“Having won [the] B Grade [pre-
miership] for the first time last 
year we’ve got the chance to keep 
achieving things that have never 
been done in the history of the club 
— and picking up our first-ever A 
Grade win early in the season was 
a great start,” McDonald said.

After losing in the opening round, 
the Dragons historic win brings 
their win-loss record up to 1-1.

Despite the challenges of moving 
up to winter baseball’s top divi-
sion, McDonald is confident the 
Dragons will make the most of the 
chance to play A Grade baseball.

“It’s a great opportunity for us, 
our players will only get better 
from facing the best teams in the 
league week in, week out, and it’s 
a challenge we’re really excited 
about,” he said.

Even though the Dragons will be 
facing their toughest opponents 
yet, McDonald believes the club 
will continue to be successful. 

“It’s a cliché but we’re really just 
taking it all one week at a time.

“We expect to be competitive in 
every game, so we’re not putting a 
ceiling on what we can achieve,” 
McDonald said. 

The club, which has a strong his-
tory in summer baseball, has seen 
their winter program improve over 
recent years.

As recently as 2012 Doncaster’s 
first IX were playing in fourth divi-
sion D Grade.

Now, five years later, the club 

is competing at winter baseball’s 
highest level against the best clubs 
the State has to offer.

Coach McDonald believes one of 
the key reasons for the club’s re-
cent winter improvement is simple: 
“a big part of how far we’ve come 
in the past few years is the fact 
we have a lot of great people who 
do a lot of hard work behind the 
scenes to keep everything running 
smoothly.”

McDonald then went on to high-
light the efforts of two club mem-
bers that emobody the spirit of 
community with the Dragons.

“We certainly wouldn’t be where 
we are without the efforts of a 
couple of guys — in particular, 
Kevin Pound and Rod Lethborg, 
who played a huge role in laying 
the foundation and developing a 
culture that people want to be a 
part of,” he said.

Doncaster Dragons will look to 
continue their A Grade success 
with two home games at Deep 
Creek Reserve in May.

Dragons make the A gradeBodytone Bootcamp 
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IF YOU’VE read most of my articles in the 
past you’ll know that I’ve mainly focused on 
ways to lose weight (burn fat), get fitter and 
prioritise your exercise routines.

I completed this in last month’s issue with 
my top 50 weight loss tips.

This month, I thought I would focus on 
muscle building as there are many of you out 
there trying to get massive.

So, as I enjoyed doing a top 50 last month, 
I thought I’d do it again:

1.  Track your macros: macronutrients are 
what make up the caloric content of a 
food. Use this calculator: bit.ly/fitcalc

2.  Eat at a calorie surplus.
3.  Supplement with BCAAs between protein 

based meals to help with maximising 
muscle protein synthesis.

4. Track your progress.
5.  Consume adequate protein to build mus-

cle (roughly 2g per kilo of bodyweight).
6.  Set remaining macros as per personal 

preference while maintaining a surplus.
7.  Consume minimum 25% of your daily carb 

intake before you train so you can train 
properly.

8.  If you aren’t gaining weight when trying 
to build muscle, eat a little more or move/
exercise a little less (less cardio for ex-
ample) or incorporate a combination of 
both.

9.  Eat foods you enjoy.

10.  If you have enough calories to add 30-50g 
of carbs to your protein based meals, 
it will help to maximise muscle protein 
synthesis.

11.  If you’re currently gaining weight, don’t 
make any changes.

12.  Consume 10-12g fibre for every 1000 cal-
ories you consume.

13.  Consume 2-4 serves of fruit and veggies 
per day.

14.  Drink between 3-6 litres of water per day.
15.  Aim to gain roughly 0.5-1% of total body 

weight per week, less if you wish to min-
imise body fat gain.

16.  Don’t feel like you have to stick to only 
“clean foods” when hitting your macros/
calories.

17.  Don’t fear carbs.
18. Don’t fear eating at night.
19.  Supplement with BCAAs between protein 

based meals to help with maximising 
muscle protein synthesis.

20.  Cardio isn’t necessary unless you wish 
to focus on fitness/speed related goals 
simultaneously.

21.  Train main lifts/muscle groups 2-3 times 
per week.

22. Train smaller muscle groups 2-4 times per 
week (in accordance with what you can 
commit to long term).

23.  Incorporate strength work (3-5 rep 
ranges) and hypertrophy work (8-15 rep 
ranges).

24.  Incorporate other rep ranges and types 
of training if you enjoy them.

25.  Squat/Bench/Deadlift (see 26).
26.  Increase total training volume (sets x reps 

x weight lifted) over time.
27.  Use creatine to help build strength/mus-

cle.
28.  Don’t worry about restricting sodium.
29.  You don’t need to incorporate supersets, 

dropsets, failure sets etc (focus on num-
ber 26).

30.  Measure things objectively.
31.  Hire a coach 

32.  Aim for minimum 30g protein per meal.
33.  Aim to eat every 4-5 hours to maximise 

muscle protein synthesis and help build 
muscle mass.

34.  Stay the course — don’t get deterred if 
you do gain a little fat.

35.  If your calories allow you to do so, con-
sume 25% of your daily carbs post-work-
out too.

36.  Rice, pasta, sweet potato, potato, oats 
and pumpkin are all great sources of 
carbs.

37.  Be patient.
38.  You can only build muscle so quickly.
39.  Excessively large surpluses will likely 

mean excessive amounts of body fat gain.
40.  Don’t listen to anybody that calls you fat.
41.  Take regular photos of yourself.
42.  Set yourself strength based goals so you 

have something more than just the scales 
to focus on.

43.  If compliance has been close to 100% 
and you still didn’t gain weight, consider 
adding another 50-100 calories in the form 
of carbs or fats to your intake.

44.  You could also reduce your calorie ex-
penditure by eliminating or reducing any 
cardio you’re currently doing.

45.  Try to refrain from making reactionary 
changes — weight fluctuates for all man-
ner of reasons, don’t reduce your intake 
just because you happen to be a little 
heavier on one day.

46.  Build strength, but don’t test your 1RM 
too frequently — it is very demanding 
and will likely lead to a reduction in per-
formance over time.

47.  Warm up adequately before resistance 
training.

48.  Continue to incorporate direct ab/core 
work.

49.  Incorporate mobility and flexibility work 
to support your big lifts and building 
muscle/strength.

50.  Re-read 37 — It’s going to take a while.

By CHRIS SHARP

fitness Top 50 muscle building tips

By ED MUNKS 
APRIL brought with it the end 
of the summer athletics season, 
rounded out by the running of the 
136th Stawell Gift during the Easter 
long weekend. 
Local youngster Olivia Ryan took 
out the prestigious 120m and 70m 
events, Jake Ireland captured the 
U17 100m event (brother Darcy 
grabbed 3rd), and also placed 3rd 
in the U20 400m final.   
Ryan now joins Steve Brimacombe 
(ex Warrandyte Bloods player 
and Men’s 1991 gift winner) and 
Jim McHugh (1964 one mile event 
champion) as locals who have won 
the main races.  
Other notable performances 
included Harrison Kerr taking 3rd 
in the 70m final, whilst Craig Mair 
ran 3rd in the final of the Masters 
100m.  
Saturday’s schedule included the 
preliminary heats of the 70m hand-
icap, with Harrison Kerr finishing 
2nd Will Kerr 4th and Darcy Ireland 
6th. 
In the ladies section, Olivia Ryan 
won her heat, but unfortunately 
Elouise Kerr (6th) and Samantha 
O’Connell (5th) missed out on 
progressing further. 
Hugh Parrott took part in the world 
famous 120m Gift event (placing 
7th), while Cam Dunbar followed 
up with a close heat win, with a 
time of 9.25 seconds to progress to 

the semifinals. 
Dunbar would run 3rd in the subse-
quent event, just missing out on an 
elusive finals spot. 
In the women’s main sprint, no 
local girls apart from Ryan would 
make it through the heats, with 
Nicole Reynolds and Samantha 
O’Connell both earning 5th places, 
and Emily Sharpe and Joanna 
O’Connell taking 6th places. 
In the 100m Masters downwind fly-
er event, Craig Mair and South War-
randyte runner Todd Ireland both 
steamed through to the semis. 
Both would advance to the final on 
the Sunday where Craig finished 
3rd, while Todd flew down the 
straight in 6th. 
Other events on Sunday incor-
porated the 100m Little Athletics 
heats, where defending champion 
Max Thompson (grandson of North 
Warrandyte legend George Thomp-
son) won his heat, while both the 
Parrott boys (Matthew and Lauch-
lan) recorded 3rd placings. 
2016 finalist Nick Sharpe also won 
his heat and Tom O’Connell contin-
ued the trend of local 3rd placings 
respectively. 
In the girls section, Ebony Ireland 
placed 6th in her heat while Olivia 
O’Connell finished in 3rd to ad-
vance to the final. 
The Monday finals were televised, 
in which O’Connell ran the race of 
her life to finish 8th.  

Thompson couldn’t hold the bigger 
boys out and finished 4th (just 0.8 
seconds from 1st), while Sharpe 
finished a marginal 0.2 seconds 
back in 6th. 
Thompson also made the final of 
the 400m — others to run in the 
event were Sharpe and Ireland. 
In the ladies 400m handicap, 
Joanna O’Connell managed a 4th in 
her heat and distance runner Emily 
Sharpe came in 8th place. 
In the 100m Bill Howard handicap, 
in which male and female athletes 
run together, Lucy McCreedy fin-
ished 3rd in her hear. 
McCreedy also competed in the 
U17 100m event, running where 
she went 4th. 
Old stager Ricky Dunbar finished 
7th in the Masters 300m event and 
was competitive with athletes half 
his age. 
Paul Kelly’s Warrandyte River Run-
ners member Peter Cross — also 
known as “the Warranwood Wiz” — 
made his long awaited comeback 
to pro racing, but struggled to find 
his normal Saturday rhythm and 
brought up the rear of the strong 
1600m field.  
In the Victory Restricted Handicap 
1600m final, Ben Munks finished 
in 16th place and also competed 
in the 800m meet. Munks (12th) 
competed alongside Hugh Parrott 
(11th) and Emily Sharpe (6th).

Summer athletics season swansong

By MICHAEL DI PETTA
ATHLETES Australia-wide con-
sider the Stawell Gift one of the 
nations most prestigious sport-
ing events on the calendar.

Running annually since its 
inception in 1878, the Gift has 
consistently put athletics on 
the map over Easter weekend, 
giving sprinters the chance to 
immortalize themselves.

Latest to do this was local 
runner Olivia Ryan, who claimed 
victory in the 2017 Australia Post 
Women’s Stawell Gift at just 16 
years of age.

After winning last year’s U17 
Women’s event, the Donvale 
resident went one better this 
time around, leading from start 
in an exciting race.

“It’s absolutely incredible, gen-
uinely the best feeling and I still 
can’t believe it.

“I was the front marker off 11 
metres and had to come up fast 
and made sure I could hold it 
from there,” Ryan said.

Competing on the professional 
circuit over a variety of differ-
ent running lengths, Ryan has 

achieved great success since 
joining forces with coach Craig 
Mair.

Mair has never had any doubts 
Ryan had a chance to win.

“Absolutely we thought she 
could win, she had a pretty bad 
string of injuries going in, but I 
believed if she ran at her best 
she could win it. 

“She’s always had a great work 
ethic and that was the absolute 
difference,” Mair said.

Having worked together for 
two years, Mair believes the 
sky is the limit for Ryan, and is 
now helping her set goals for 
the future.

“The next step is to keep de-
veloping as an athlete. 

“We will certainly be back at 
Stawell to compete, and our 
long-term goal would be the 
2024 Olympic Games,” Mair said.

Having started running at age 
eight, Ryan also considers the 
Olympics as a major goal, and if 
her early achievements are any-
thing to go by, she might soon 
become a household name.

Olivia’s gift shines 
bright at Stawell
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Kick-to-kick  
in Japan

THE JORGENSEN family recently took a trip 
to Japan and Singapore during first term 
school holidays. 

Their home-sick junior footballers kicked 
the footy wherever they could. 
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By KIRSTY PRING
RONAN Pring recently represented 
Victoria in the men’s U17s develop-
ment team at the Australian Men’s 
and Mixed Netball Championships 
— which was no mean feat given he 
has just turned 13.

The championships took place 
this year at the Gold Coast Sports 
and Leisure Centre in Queensland 
over April.

Men’s netball is growing rapidly 
in popularity and this year saw 
over 500 athletes from around the 
country, as well as some interna-
tional visitors, come together on the 
Gold Coast to compete in the 33rd 
Australian Men’s and Mixed Netball 
Championships.

It shows that while women have 
the spotlight in a sport they have 

historically dominated, men can 
play netball too — and very well.

Ronan is a member of the Warran-
dyte Netball Club and has been play-
ing netball since he was nine years 
old, having been inspired to give the 
game a go after many hours of being 
taken to watch his sister play.

He decided to “give it a try”, found 
that he loved the sport and has been 
playing at every opportunity since, 
both at local, representative level, 
and now State level.

Ronan was one of the youngest 
players to try out for the Victorian 
squad last year, and has since been 
regularly training with, and playing 
against other netballers years older 
than himself.

Victoria was the only state to enter 
development teams this year, and it 
was a great opportunity for players 

in those teams to gain valuable 
match experience at the highest 
level available for the men’s game 
in Australia.

The U17s development team 
played eight one-hour games over 
the course of five days and, although 
they did not win a game, they fought 
hard each game, and certainly made 
the opposition work hard for their 
wins.

On a couple of occasions the Vic-
torian team came within a few goals 
of winning a game, and they got the 
best of the winners of the U17s divi-
sion, NSW, in a couple of quarters.

The 2017 Championships has given 
Ronan a taste for netball at the elite 
level, and he hopes to represent 
Victoria again next year, and maybe 
even Australia in the future.

Warrandyte netballer plays at nationals

By JANIE LAWSON
THE WARRANDYTE Cricket Club Juniors 
recently attended the Ringwood and District 
Cricket Association (RDCA) presentation 
night. 

The club performed very strongly, with 
several Warrandyte players featuring in team 
and individual awards.

The U14 division two side was thrilled to 
receive their premiership flag on stage, cap-
ping off a terrific team season.

Lachie Haberfield — one of the stars of the 
premiership team — also received the U14 
bowling award, taking 29 wickets over the 
course of the season.

Warrandyte’s Ben Jackson was selected for 

the RDCA U16 team of the year, a just reward 
for all the hard work he has put in over the 
season. 

Congratulations must also go Warrandyte’s 
other representative players — Isaac Rakus-
cek, Christopher Rakuscek, Brady Poole and 
Max McLean.

The aforementioned players enjoyed repre-
senting the RDCA during a two week carnival, 
acting as ambassadors for the club. 

The final award of the night was the Clive 
Fairbairn award, presented to Junior club 
champions of 2016/17.  Quite unexpectedly, 
Warrandyte claimed third place, a terrific 
result the club should be extremely proud of.

Cricket Junior teams 
excellent season wrap

Thankyou!
The club would like thank volunteers for the time, commitment and dedication they 

gave to the organization during the 2016/17 season.
The contribution from committee members, coaches, team managers and parent 

helpers is invaluable and supports the club in so many ways, and all these contributors 
can lay claim to helping the players achieve these awards.
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By MICHAEL DI PETTA
THE FIRST of Warrandyte’s much 
anticipated themed home games was 
a major success, with the Bloods cel-
ebrating “Community Day” on April 
22 against Ferntree Gully. 

Attendance and the level of sup-
port from the community was ex-
ceptional, with fans young and old 
flocking down to watch both the 
Reserves and Seniors play, along 
with enjoying the additional benefits 
of the occasion.

Quinton’s IGA and the Warrandyte 
Community Bank sponsored the day 
along with generous support from 
the Australian Red Cross Bank, and 
all games were preceded with an 
acknowledgement of Anzac Day.

Children enjoyed a jumping castle 
and handball competition, prizes 
were on offer for supporters, and 

viewers also enjoyed the halftime 
exhibition match played by the War-
randyte Junior Girls Football Club, 
who showed terrific skills in front 
of the crowd.

Both Bloods sides were competi-
tive in their respective games across 
the day, much to the delight of the 
raucous crowd, but ultimately fell 
short of victory.

The Reserves were missing a hand-
ful of players but almost deserved 
to win the game, regretting missed 
opportunities inside forward 50.

The Seniors took the field and were 
immediately under the gun, falling 
30 points behind at the first change.

However, the response from War-
randyte — especially the forward 
line — was emphatic, igniting the 
crowd as the Bloods clawed their 
way back.

“Bay 13” — the well known pocket 
habited by Warrandyte’s younger 
players — was particularly vocal as 
Luke Dunn ran amok, booting five, 
before Ferntree Gully were able to 
turn the tide and run away with the 
result.

Post game, many supporters took 
to the ground to have a kick them-
selves and have a chat with a few of 
the Bloods players, highlighting the 
growing bond between the commu-
nity and the players representing it.

Zeph Hilton of the Reserves and 
Hamish McWhirter of the Seniors 
were recipients of the Grand Hotel 
best-on-ground coaches award, 
while the latter also received the 
Ferntree Gully FC Anzac Day Medal 
for best opposition Senior player, a 
terrific gesture from a visiting club.

THE WARRANDYTE Junior football 
club have announced their leader-
ship group for 2017, naming Ben 
Dickson as skipper to lead the side 
this season.

Selected by the Colts coaching 
staff, fellow players and the com-
mittee, Dickson will be supported 
by vice captains Jack VanDerRee 
and Leo Garrick.

Dickson was also the recipient of 
the Ben McKellar perpetual shield, 
in honour of former Colt Ben McK-
ellar, who was captain in 1998 but 
unable to play out the season after 
contracting leukaemia, tragically 

passing away in 1999.
During the interview process 

all three players displayed qual-
ities that epitomise the values 
the Junior football club wishes 
to display — a strong sense of 
community, equality, and feeling 
of belonging.

All three have played their 
younger years of football at the 
club and are leading by example, 
getting involved with AusKick, the 
Senior side and other teams.

During the season, the trio will 
also be charged with organizing a 
community event.

By MICHAEL DI PETTA
THE MUCH anticipated clash 
between the Warrandyte Bloods 
and neighbouring Park Orchards 
Sharks did not disappoint, as the 
Bloods Seniors put on a show to 
take home the first four points of 
the season.

The Reserves were extremely im-
pressive in bursts and threatened 
to break the game open, but faded 
a little in the third term, giving 
Park Orchards the foothold they 
needed to record a 27 point win.

After a couple of tough losses in 
the opening rounds, Senior coach 
Pete Muscat and football director 
Steve Rowarth finally tasted the 
fruits of their labour, proving the 
Bloods young outfit could compete 
despite their huge changes to play-
ing personnel. 

The Reserves were the victim of 
a fast Park Orchards start in the 
early game, as the Sharks got on 
top early in front of a vocal home 
crowd. 

However, the Bloods clicked into 
gear in the second term, rattling off 
four straight goals to trim the mar-
gin to just 10 points in an excellent 
display of goal-kicking.

Josh Appleby provided excellent 
presence up the ground and boot-
ed a couple of big majors, while 
Scott Patroni was best on field for 
the Bloods in the first half, impos-
ing himself at both ends physically.

Unfortunately, the pattern ob-
served in the first half continued, 
with Park Orchards snatching the 
momentum back from Warrandyte 
to kick five goals clear at the final 
change.

The Bloods did not lie down, with 
Ben Richardson’s goal sparking the 
beginning of a comeback.

But Park Orchards were able to 
hit the scoreboard often enough 
to seal the deal, finishing the game 
13.10 88 to Warrandyte’s 10.1 61.

The Seniors ran out at Domeney 
Reserve with a chip on their shoul-

der after having faded in their 
previous two games and were irre-
pressible right from the off, led by 
the strong play of co-captains Luke 
Dunn and Michael Cullum. 

The return of midfielder Tom 
Appleby made the Bloods look a 
different animal compared to previ-
ous weeks, and after Cullum kicked 
a sensational goal just minutes in, 
Warrandyte seemed in control.

Finishing the first quarter four 
goals in front, the Bloods were able 
to consolidate their lead thanks to 
goals from Dunn and excellent play 
from Kyle Thompson and Ryan 

Tester, who repelled advances 
from the Park Orchards forwards.

With Warrandyte 22 points up at 
the half, the home crowd became 
more vocal and more emotion 
poured into the game.

Speedster Sean Bowers kept War-
randyte rolling with a brilliant set 
shot goal before it all boiled over 
in the forward pocket, with both 
sides trying to rev each up other 
before the final term.

However, the Sharks attempt to 
involve Warrandyte in chippy play 
did not sway the away side, who 
stamped their authority on the 

game in the final term.
Youngsters Nikoda Brooking and 

Josh Beasley were sensational in 
the last, winning plenty of the ball 
and throwing their bodies into the 
mix. 

Brooking in particular was no-
ticeable, with opportunities to kick 
multiple goals playing as a deep 
forward, despite being slightly un-
dersized.

When the siren sounded, the 
response from the travelling War-
randyte fans was resounding, as 
Bloods fans could finally celebrate 
a 2017 win, 10.10 70 to 5.12 42.

All things considered, the Bloods 
can take positives away from the 
first three rounds of the season — 
most notably the game time being 
given to young players at senior 
level.

Josh Beasley, Scott Ternes, Sean 
Bowers, Nikoda Brooking and Ben 
Richardson are all youngsters who 
have continued to develop and 
play Senior football this season, 
new recruits Jaysun Fitzgerald, 
Tom Warhurst and Pat Abery have 
all added some playing depth, 
which was missing last season ac-
cording to Muscat.

Warrandyte worthy rivalry winners

Bloods’ community day

Junior Bloods’ 
captains named
By SARAH DREW
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