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Wednesday 22nd February  7.30pm
G r a n d  H o t e l  Wa r r a n dy t e
Drinks &  F inger food provided
Please RSVP: sewer@h2pro.com.au or  
text 0417 565 899 for catering purposes.
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Local legal practitioner since 1989

Office 1, 2 Colin Avenue Warrandyte
T 9844 1111 | F 9844 1792
E peter@pgardiner.com

“Don’t believe anything atoms say.  
They make up everything” 

Peter Gardiner
B A R R I S T E R  &  S O L I C I T O R

• • •

A new batch of foundation students started at Warrandyte Primary School this month, but these cute kids are 
not the only new kids on the block.
This is the first edition from our new Diary co-editors and they have a lot of exciting content lined up for you, 
including an array of new columnists and an important update on the proposed bridge widening.

PHOTO: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

New year, new faces
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IARY reporter Tracy Dickson 
talks to local identities about 
the Warrandyte they know and 
love. This month Tracy chats 

to Warren Glenfiddich from Fieldgarden 
McMuffin Real Estate.

Good morning Warren.

Fantastic morning, Tracy! Fantastic War-
randyte morning! Mmm, smell that air!

A recent real estate survey found 
Warrandyte was the most in-demand 
suburb in Australia. Why do you think 
that is?

Because Warrandyte is fantastic! The 
bush, the village atmosphere, the duck 
race, the air - what more could you 
possibly want!

Maybe less traffic at peak hour?

Our traffic jams are fantastic, Tracy! 
People come from miles around to join 
our traffic jams! Inching their way along 
leafy Yarra Street, soaking in the village 
atmosphere, the heady smell of eucalyp-
tus as you wait for the bus driver to get 
back from the loo!

So that’s why prices are so steep?

Everything’s steep in Warrandyte! Who 
needs Michelle Bridges when you’re 
hauling your bins up the drive once a 
week - especially when you’ve just shov-
elled all the gravel back after the rain!

So Warren, how did you get into real 
estate?

Monopoly! Fantastic game, Monopoly! 
Buying up all those properties, the little 
plastic houses, collecting $200! We could 
have a game if you’ve got the week free! 

No thank you.

What if I give you the top hat!

Sorry.

The racing car?

I can’t help noticing you use a lot of 
exclamation marks when you talk.

Absolutely! We agents are upbeat, glass-

half-full sort of people, always looking 
for the positives! Take this property 
we’re standing in front of at the moment! 
You may see a derelict, asbestos riddled 
hovel on a 60 degree slope, I see a renova-
tor’s opportunity with heritage features 
perfect for a buyer with one leg shorter 
than the other!

So what would a house like this be 
worth then?

This first-home-buyer’s once-in-a-lifetime 
loads-of-potential fixer-upper? We’d prob-
ably set a buyer enquiry range of about 
$550-610,000!

So what if I offered $600,000?

Wouldn’t even put it to the vendor! Not 
with air like this!

But there’s no toilet!

Exactly! Always buy the worst house in 
the street! It’s the oldest real estate cliché 
in the book!

Real estate is full of clichés isn’t it! I 
mean what does renovator’s opportu-
nity really mean?

Well obviously it needs a bit of love! We 
all need a bit of love, Tracy!

How much love?

Well if you line up enough tradies and pay 
by cash the place should be habitable in 
six months, twelve at the outside!

But as soon as I show any interest you’ll 
tell me there’s another buyer who’s 
very interested!

Just keeping you in the picture, Tracy! 
Somebody else rang, he’s probably 
coming to the Open next Wednesday, if 
his carer’s free!

And what about ‘caveat emptor’? What 
does that mean exactly?

In English?

Yes.

Contact with barge poles is not recom-
mended.

Well that’s certainly cleared a few 
things up. 

My pleasure! Have a Section 32! Can you 
smell wattle? I think that’s wattle! 

So can I run a couple of others by you?

You’re warming to this place, aren’t you 
Tracy! 

When you say handy to local schools?

A short drive up the Warrandyte-Re-
search Road to the bridge should get 
junior to school by morning recess. 

Storybook charm in desirable location?

The Big Bad Wolf could blow it over but 
it is in Bradley’s Lane! You can almost 
smell the river!

Built to take advantage of delight-
ful natural surrounds and glorious 
views?

It’s got windows! Several windows! That 
open to let the air in!
 
And this one here, STCA?

There’s as much chance of building on 
this block as Pauline Hanson opening a 
Chinese takeaway!

Warren Glenfiddich....

You can smell it, can’t you! Smell the 
potential!

Thank you very much!

Make me an offer! Something with a 7 in 
front of it! It’s worth it just for the air!

Next issue of the Diary will be published on Tuesday, March 07, 2017. Advertising and 
editorial copy closes Friday, February 24, 2017.

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. Although it has 
developed over the years, it has retained its strong community character, being produced 
mostly by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through 
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The 
Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character of the 
place it serves. Its monthly circulation is 3500 copies and it is available in Warrandyte, North 
Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, 
Kangaroo Ground and Research. 

CO-EDITORS: Sandi Miller sandi@warrandytediary.com.au & James 
Poyner james@warrandytediary.com.au, 9844 0555
PUBLISHER: Warrandyte Diary Pty Ltd  
(ACN 006 886 826 ABN 74 422 669 097)  
as trustee for the Warrandyte Arts and Education Trust
POSTAL ADDRESS: P.O. Box 209, Warrandyte 3113
ADVERTISING & ACCOUNTS: Briony Bottarelli, 9844 0555
DIARY OFFICE: Community Centre, 168-178 Yarra Street, Warrandyte, 9844 0555
EMAIL ADDRESS: info@warrandytediary.com.au
EMAIL SPORT: (Michael Di Petta) mikey_dipetta@hotmail.com
WEBSITE: www.warrandytediary.com.au 
PRODUCTION: Catherine Kleynjan        
PRINTING: Newsprinters, 7940 Melbourne Road, Shepparton VIC 3632
Published on or about the second Tuesday of each month (except January).

ADVERTISING RATES
$8.40 a column centimetre. One col width: 40mm. Two col width: 84mm.  
Full Page 260x360mm colour $1050 inc GST, b&w $860 inc GST. Half 
Page 260x175mm colour $690 inc GST, b&w $586 inc GST. Quarter Page 
129x175mm vertical or 260x85mm horizontal colour $385 inc GST, b&w $320 
inc GST. $105 front page “ears”. Preferred positions: Page 1 100%, Page 2 
30%, Page 3 20%, other nominated pages 10%. Mini-ads: $20 for five lines 
(30 characters per line). Mini-ads pre-paid unless otherwise arranged. Design 
service: $30 small ad | $50 quarter page or larger.

Readers are advised that the Warrandyte Diary accepts no responsibility for financial, health 
or other claims published in advertising in this newspaper. Responsibility for election and 
referendum comment in this issue is accepted by Sandi Miller & James Poyner.

OUR NEWSPAPER

NEXT ISSUE

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 27km from 
Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, 
in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon 
established its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. 
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young 
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb 
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte 
has been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISHOVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

HOURS 
Wed-Sun: 11am-5.30pm

FEBRUARY

New Path 
SALE!

232 Yarra St 
Warrandyte
0411 528 142

FIVE MINUTES OF FAME By ALAN CORNELL
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Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd
Certified Practising Accountants

PO Box 143, Warrandyte, 3113  
T: 9844 2409 or 0412 011 946 
E: info@ptasaccountants.com.au

“We are the accountants who care”

We wish you all compliments 
of the season. 

As part of our personalised service we are 
also available to offer guidance in managing 

your whole of life financial well being. We 
welcome business and personal tax enquiries.

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery 

stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service 
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service

fully insured – experienced climber

BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years 

•  Natural looking dentures •  Laminated mouthguards
•  Relines and repairs  •  On the spot health claims

to receive your free consultation

Call 9844 4321
www.keepsmiling.com.au
11 Lorraine Avenue, Warrandyte

Jacqueline Bell
Dental Prosthetist

Like us

Nillumbik CEO resigns 
after C101 saga
by DAVID HOGG

NILLUMBIK CEO Stuart Burdack 
has resigned after more than six 
years in the job, following the com-
munity backlash surrounding the 
recent C101 planning decision. 

His resignation took effect from 
the end of December.  

Mark Stoermer has now been 
appointed as interim CEO from the 
beginning of February.  

His most recent position was 
with Box Hill Institute, and he has 
considerable expertise in local 
government having been Director 
of Corporate Business at the City 
of Melbourne.  

Mr Stoermer said he was “looking 
forward to returning to local gov-
ernment and working with council-
lors, staff and the community.”

Council advertised the perma-
nent position of CEO in the nation-
al press in late January. 

Nillumbik Mayor Peter Clarke 
welcomed Mr Stoermer to the in-
terim position.

“I am sure the staff will join with 
the councillors and I in welcoming 
Mt Stoermer to the interim posi-
tion, and we look forward to later 
appointing a permanent CEO to 
lead the council team and adminis-
tration for the next four years and 
beyond,” he said.

However, the Friends of Nillumbik 

group on its Facebook 
page is not at all happy 
about Mr Stoermer’s 
appointment. 

“The new acting CEO 
has served on Mel-
bourne City Council 
and Vic Urban with the 
Mayor Peter Clarke. 

Who will get this job 
when it is advertised? 
Does this mean the 
Mayor is asserting 
political control over 
Council’s administra-
tion?”

Cr Clarke thanked Mr 
Burdack for his signifi-
cant contribution to the council. 

“He has been a CEO of high in-
tegrity, is hardworking and has 
provided strong and reliable lead-
ership to council during his time at 
Nillumbik,” he said.

The statements from council and 
the Mayor did not mention the 
C101 planning scheme controversy 
reported in the December 2016 
Diary.  

However, the Nillumbik Pro-Ac-
tive Landowners (PALs) group who 
took the matter to VCAT had been 
calling for the immediate resigna-
tion of the CEO, and any implicated 
Council Planners if they were com-
plicit in the unlawful actions high-
lighted in the VCAT judgement.  

Spokesman for the PALs group 
Max Parsons told the Diary “We 
take no pleasure in the fact that the 

CEO has resigned. 
However his position 

was in our opinion un-
tenable and we believe 
his resignation is en-
tirely appropriate.”  

He advised the Diary 
that the group would 
be lobbying council-
lors to continue to 
push for further resig-
nations in the planning 
department, where he 
described “a culture of 
toxic behaviour, intim-
idation and bullying.”

Mr Parsons contin-
ued “I wish to also 

acknowledge the highly principled 
work being done by our new coun-
cillors. 

Their character and strength 
gives great comfort to all Nillumbik 
residents and landowners that we 
can begin to regain our faith in our 
elected representatives to properly 
consider and act with the genuine 
best interests of the community as 
their basis for all decisions. 

Under the strong and determined 
leadership of Mayor Peter Clarke 
and Deputy Mayor Karen Egan we, 
as residents and landowners, have 
much to look forward to in the 
coming months.”  

Sugarloaf ward councillor Jane 
Ashton confirmed that the new 
councillors were working well to-
gether. 

“There will be more community 

consultation on planning matters. 
Councillors will be working more 
closely with CFA and other bodies 
to clarify previously mixed messag-
es on block clearance for bushfire 
protection” she added.

The independent investigation by 
Christopher Wren QC into the cir-
cumstances surrounding the VCAT 
hearing into the C101 case is now 
underway.  

Tony Raunic from Hunt and Hunt 
Solicitors told the Diary “A large 
number of residents and a few 
community groups have now made 
submissions. 

The report, with recommenda-
tions, is expected to be released 
to council during February, and it 
will be for council to decide if all or 
parts of it will be made available to 
the public.”

Meanwhile Planning Scheme 
Amendment C81, which deals with 
Significant Landscape Overlays, is 
still being reviewed by the Minister 
for Planning.  

One of many objections to this 
amendment was that it has the 
potential to prevent landowners 
rebuilding their home in their pres-
ent position following destruction 
by a bushfire. 

Nillumbik PALs have made repre-
sentations to the Minister.  

Their hope is that either the Min-
ister will refuse to sign off on this 
or that it would be referred back to 
the council for further review and 
amendment.

Nillumbik resignation

By JAMES POYNER
IF you were down on the river on the last weekend of January, you 
may have seen a strange site: dozens of origami boats on the shore. 

Local artist Denise Keele-Bedford (pictured) spent last October 
as an artist in residence in the town of Poughkeepsie, situated on 
the banks of the Hudson River in the US.

While in the US, she created an art installation called One Mile: 
One Boat, in which she constructed 315 origami boats. 

Her artwork, while in Poughkeepsie, focused on the history, arts 
and environment which is an integral part of the Poughkeepsie 
community, who have a close relationship with the Hudson River.

Denise was encouraged to bring her boats home as a symbol of 
the link between the US and Australia. 

In many ways, the people of Poughkeepsie and their relationship 
with the Hudson mirrors the relationship we share with our little 
stretch of the Yarra River.
Pictures: DENISE KEELE-BEDFORD

Poughkeepsie by the Yarra

Koonung 
choked 
by illegal 
dumping
By SAMMI TAYLOR

ILLEGAL rubbish dumping is causing 
a headache to Manningham City 
Council and Melbourne Water after 
an increased amount of rubbish was 
found in Koonung Creek in late 2016. 

An assortment of household items 
has been illegally dumped in the 
creek, including bikes and hard 
rubbish items.

Rubbish in the waterway is not 
only an eyesore for those who use 
the shared path in Boronia Reserve, 
but pollution in the creek can also 
damage the water quality and poses 
a risk to local marine life. 

Manningham Council reports frog 
species such as the growling grass, 
spotted marsh and pobblebonk 
are at risk if the illegal dumping 
continues.

Illegal rubbish dumping is a serious 
matter at Manningham Council. Man-
ningham Mayor Michelle Kleinert 
stated the council respond to around 
700 complaints each year with an 
average annual cost of $35,000. 
Illegal dumping has also been felt 
strongly in Warrandyte, with some 
locals waking up to find masses of 
hard rubbish—like wood, broken 
furniture and waste—on their street 
corners. 

Locals vented their frustration on 
the Warrandyte Business and Com-
munity Facebook page after hard 
rubbish materials and mountains of 
cardboard and cement sheets were 
found abandoned on Opossum Rise.

Manningham Council is encourag-
ing anyone who sees illegal rubbish 
dumping to contact council or 
call the Manningham Litter Watch 
hotline on 1800 NO LITTER (1800 
665 488). If the rubbish dumping 
offender/s are identified, penalties 
exceeding $6,000 may be imposed.

www.manningham.vic.gov.au/
waste-and-recycling

For information on  
recycling and hard 
rubbish collection:

Nillumbik Acting CEO:  
Mark Stoermer
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Devilis in the detail

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS

MUCH water has passed under the 
bridge, literally and metaphorically, 
since our last update, Road to frustra-
tion, in the September issue.

October 13 - WCA Forum
On October 13 2016 hundreds of 

residents attended a forum organ-
ised by Warrandyte Community As-
sociation (WCA) at which VicRoads 
presented their “Community feed-
back report – October 2016.”  
The WCA website has a full report 
from the night (see link below).

The major new points revealed at 
the presentation were as follows:

Despite the survey showing that 
more residents favoured a round-
about on the north side of the 
bridge rather than traffic lights, a 
decision had been made to install 
traffic lights.  

The main reasons for this were 
lower cost, less footprint, and the 
complexities of having to acquire 
extra land.

It was hoped, subject to availabili-
ty of sufficient funds, to construct a 
left-turn slip lane on the south side 
of the bridge for eastbound traffic 
turning left onto the bridge.

The footpath on the east side 
would be retained, although limit-
ed to 1.8m wide, and a further 3m 
wide shared user path would be 
constructed off the west side of the 
bridge.

As previously foreshadowed, the 
bridge will contain one northbound 
lane for traffic and two southbound 
lanes, one for right-turning traffic to 
Warrandyte and one for left-turning 
traffic to Ringwood.

Although the original announce-
ment and funding had been scoped 
solely on the need for speedy bush-
fire evacuation, VicRoads was well 
aware of the need to reduce peak 
period congestion. 

However, as one VicRoads pre-
senter commented, “There is no 
long-term solution; there is more 
and more traffic on roads which 
aren’t getting any bigger and with 
increasing population growth in 
Manningham and Nillumbik.”

No work will commence before 
the end of the 2016-2017 bushfire 
season. Work is expected to start 
in April 2017 and be complete by 
the start of the 2017-2018 bushfire 
season.

Decisions had not yet been made 
on whether there would be full or 
partial closures of the bridge during 
construction, but there was expect-
ed to be considerable disruption 
to traffic.

As expected and acknowledged in 
the feedback report, this was a very 
contentious issue with differing and 
conflicting views polarising local 
residents, pedestrians, cyclists and 
commuters. 

However, many who attended 
were sceptical of the predicted im-
provement in traffic flow, and many 
felt that the forum was futile and 
the requests for community input 
were to show that there had been 
community consultation. 

As one attendee commented, “it’s 
a bit like the song from My Fair Lady, 
‘They will ask you for advice, your 
reply will be concise, then they’ll 
thank you very nicely and go off and 
do precisely what they want.’”

November 23 - Securing funding 
for slip-lane

Local member for Warrandyte, 
Ryan Smith, asked a question in 
state parliament to the Minister for 
Roads and Safety asking him to com-
mit a further $200,000 in funding for 
the slip-lane on the south side.  This 
was subsequently secured. 

Mr Smith told the Diary: “Although 
residents have a range of views in 
relation to the bridge upgrade, we 
can all agree that if the job is being 
done it should be done properly.  It 
was surprising that the government 
initially refused to follow the advice 
of VicRoads to include the slip-lane, 
particularly given that to retrofit this 
at a later date would have added a 
substantial cost. Given the benefits 
that the lane’s inclusion offered, 
I raised the matter in Parliament 
with the Minister. I am pleased that 
good sense has prevailed and the 
slip-lane will now be part of the 
overall works.”
Early December - FOI documents 
cast doubt on modelling

Meanwhile, local documentary 
maker Jeremy Loftus-Hills has ob-
tained a mine of further information 
from VicRoads under Freedom of 
Information and uncovered serious 
problems in regard to the planning 
process, the validity of VicRoads 
modelling and the accuracy of their 
findings . 

He told the Diary “The actual 
impacts will probably be quite 
different from what VicRoads says 
they’ll be. We estimate there’ll 
be six to 12 months of relief for 
southbound traffic in the morning 
queues. That’ll soon be wiped out 
by induced demand,” he said. “Since 
VicRoads abandoned the double 
right turn option for the North side 
intersection, the claimed emergency 
evacuation benefits are in doubt. 
Peak hour delays on the South side 
of the river will be longer, and ‘grid-
lock events’ on Yarra St likely to be 
more frequent.” 
Warrandyte Citizens website pro-
vides access to “all 443 pages of the 
FOI release and a 6 page digest.”

Mr Loftus-Hills, who runs the War-
randyte Citizens website, has also 
done his own analysis on the mod-
elling figures he has obtained and 
comes up with a worrying forecast 
that it would in fact take 3.82 hours 
to evacuate now and this would not 
improve when the proposed works 
have been completed. He is writing 
to the Ombudsman concerning lack 
of community engagement in the 
project. 

December 23 - Decision on traffic 
management during construction.

In a news release dated December 
23, Brian Westley, Director Opera-
tions - VicRoads Metro North West 
Region, has announced the chosen 
traffic management option during 
the construction phase.

The decision has been made to 
adopt option 5. Mr Westley states 
“We will be keeping two lanes of traf-
fic open throughout the project. For 
some activities night closures will be 
in place to maximise site safety and 
minimise disruption to the public for 
high risk activities such as big crane 
lifts. This outcome is ideal for peak 

www.warrandyte.org.au 
www.warrandytecitizens.org

The story so far
by DAVID HOGG

The five options

Option 1 - Full bridge closure for 
3 months (24 hours a day) with 
detour routes in place. 
Option 2 - Full closure during 
night hours only. Normal access 
across bridge during day hours. 
Option 3 - Contra flow (One lane 
available at all times. Direction 
of traffic will swap at regular 
intervals). 
Option 4 - ‘Tidal flow’ (One lane 
of traffic in the peak direction 
with the opposite direction get-
ting detoured). 
Option 5 - Keeping two lanes of 
traffic, but with a reduced lane 
width

and non-peak traffic flow; however 
the disruption will be for a longer 
period of time. The other options 
were deemed not viable because 
of peak traffic disruption and long 
detours around the site.”

Expressions of interest sought for 
construction

In another news release dated De-
cember 23, the Minister for Roads, 
Luke Donnellan announced that the 
Andrews Labor Government is now 
calling for expressions of interest to 
widen Warrandyte Bridge and relieve 
pressure on “one of Melbourne’s 
most dangerous and congested 
bottlenecks.”

They are seeking applications 
from construction companies for 
the $5.1 million upgrade, which will 
expand the bridge to three lanes.  
Construction is expected to begin in 
April 2017 and be complete by end 
December 2017.

Mr Donnellan states “For many 
years, the local community has been 
concerned and frustrated by conges-
tion and delays on the Warrandyte 
Bridge and we’re getting on with 
fixing it.  We’re putting people first 
by widening the bridge – making it 
safer, more reliable and providing 
Warrandyte residents with more cer-
tainty, particularly in an emergency.” 

February 2017 - Clarification on 
pathways.

As this issue of the Diary goes to 
press a VicRoads spokesman clar-
ified the dimensions of pathways 
and told the Diary “As part of the 
upgrade to Warrandyte Bridge, we 
are building a three-metre wide 
shared path on the western side of 
the bridge and a 1.8 metre footpath 
for pedestrians on the eastern side. 
The shared path will provide cyclists 
with through access to the north 
side of the bridge. We are currently 
finalising the design of the bridge 
upgrade, and when completed, we 
will be making these designs avail-
able to the public.”

Local activist, Jeremy Loftus-Hill 
recently obtained documents under 
FOI about the research undertaken by 
VicRoads regarding the forthcoming 
bridgeworks, he shared his findings 
and analysis with the Diary.

There is a pressing need to solve 
both emergency and commuter 
congestion transport problems in 
Melbourne’s north, with a recent 
study showing that 35 of every 100 
kms travelled in that region occurs 
on congested roads. 

Without intervention, this increas-
es to 58 kms over the next 30 years. 

This congestion, which has been 
worsened by developments such as 
the new Mernda/Doreen estates, is 
impacting increasingly on the north 
east suburbs of Melbourne. 

The study also finds that the pro-
posed North East Link project brings 
an average benefit of $1.75 for every 
$1.00 invested.

This compares with the results of 
a local cost benefit analysis, carried 
out by the Warrandyte Citizens As-
sociation, which shows the bridge 
project imposes an average eco-
nomic cost of $2.80 for every $1.00 
invested.

Analysing information obtained 
under FOI has identified key aspects 
to the new bridge concept design 
which may behave differently to the 
modelling performed by VicRoads.

A Increased Travel Demand
Warrandyte bridge is part of 

the metropolitan road network.
It is one of only three Yarra River 

crossings in Eastern Melbourne 
and is currently heavily congest-
ed during peak hour.  Proposed 
improvements in travel times are 
expected to generate a high level of 
travel demand as an ease in conges-
tion through Warrandyte will divert 
drivers from more congested areas. 

Guidelines adopted by the Austra-
lian government in 2016 set out six 
ways in which projects that reduce 
travel times can generate new traffic.

Two of these are especially rel-
evant to the Warrandyte project 
- change of route and change of 
travel times.

Information collected from similar 
road projects in similar cities indi-
cates an increase in traffic volumes 
by 20 – 55% in the short term (6 – 12 
months).

Year Average Delay (mins)

No upgrade Upgrade

2015 8 8

2016 10 10
2017 12 21

2018 13 8

2019 15 7

2020 15 10

2021 15 14

2022 15 15

Five year estimate of average delay 
times for southbound traffic. Assumes 
partial lane closures on bridge in 2017, 
removal of truck curfew in 2018 and 
upgrade to Eltham bridge in 2020/21.

The table above shows an estimate 
of future travel demand over a five-
year period, as extrapolated from 
the FOI analysis.

It shows the impact of the con-
struction phase in 2017, then a 
once off growth of 37% increase in 
demand in 2018, helped by a pos-
sible removal of the truck curfew 
and a mild ripple effect from the 
Chandler Highway bridge upgrade 
which is expected to take place late 
2017 into 2018.

B Emergency Evacuation  
The Warrandyte bridge con-

cept design has been subjected to 
peak traffic modelling.

The FOI release revealed sig-
nificant differences between the 
modelled evacuation times and 
those publicised by VicRoads. The 
modelled times are extracted from 
the Emergency Management Inves-
tigation (EMI).

The EMI was completed in July 
2015, cost $140,000 and took six 
weeks to complete. 

The modelled time for the concept 
design is an estimate based on the 
methods, data and assumptions 
used in the EMI.

In his March 2016 media release, 
the Minister for Transport said 
“According to traffic modelling data, 
approximately 2500 vehicles per 
hour would potentially travel south-
bound across the bridge during an 
emergency evacuation”.

In a July 2016, VicRoads operations 
manager Brian Westley said “This 
solution will actually help evacua-
tion times by one and a half hours”. 

Scenario Evacuation times 
(hrs)

Model Publicised

EC no 
emergency

2.72

EC (emer-
gency)

3.82 3

Emergency 
+ PL*

3.82
1.5

PL + DRT** 1.87

Existing 
bridge +BL

1.39
2

Existing 
bridge +OR

1.85

Proposed 
layout +BL

1.17
1

Proposed 
layout +OR

1.83

Concept 
design

1.87 - 
3.1

1.5 - 1.0

Final de-
sign

NA NA

Vicroads modelled vs publicised evac-
uation times.
*PL: Proposed Layout. Three lanes 
(two southbound). Existing conditions 
north-side. Slip lane for southbound 
traffic on roundabout.
DRT: Double right turn lane on north-
side intersection.
BL: Second bridge at Bradley’s Lane
OR: Second bridge at Osborne Rd.

For more detailed 
information on 
this story:

by JEREMY LOFTUS-HILLS
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Devilis in the detail

   ! ! on the riverbank at Warrandyte
! !    25 and 26 February 2017
      *60 potters *live music *workshops *food & wine

Learn tips and techniques from a professional 
make-up artist with over 26 years in the industry.
Experience effective products which are pure, safe 

and beneficial to the skin.

$20 per person - Wed 15 Feb 7.30pm to 9pm

At Warrandyte Community Centre, Evelyn Room
Call 0422 845 911 or book online  
www.stickytickets.com.au/46929 

“Makeup Workshop”

B

D

F

A

C

E

Inconsistencies between the 
statement and the data have been 
highlighted by concerned citizens 
to the Department of Transport, 
Emergency Services Victoria, and 
the Victorian Ombudsman; these 
findings are now under investigation.

C Improved flow northside
VicRoads engineers were 

quick to realise that an additional 
southbound lane, of itself, would 
have little if any effect on commuter 
travel times.

Traffic engineers predict average 
southbound delays will drop by 5% 
of existing morning peak levels on 
Research-Warrandyte Road and 2% 
on Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte 
Road.

In the interview in July, Mr Westley 
said “this is definitely a short term 
solution”.

The concept design locates the 
pedestrian crossing on the southern 
leg of the intersection.

When a pedestrian crosses Kan-
garoo Ground Road, all southbound 
traffic must stop. This is not the 
conventional approach. The cross-
ing would normally be placed on 
the northern leg, where it can be 
synchronised with the traffic light 
cycles.

The Kangaroo Ground Road bus 
stop, adjacent the north-side inter-
section, will be “relocated”.

D Road Safety
Victorian road improvement 

projects are often synonymous with 
better safety outcomes for vehicular 
and non-vehicular traffic.

Analysis of the proposed concept 
design suggests that the opposite 
could be true of this one.

Firstly, driving under bushfire evac-
uation conditions, evacuees turning 
right from Research-Warrandyte 
Road face an added risk.

The plan is to allow them to com-
plete double right turns during an 
evacuation.

The concept plan reveals the road 
does not allow enough clearance for 
some vehicle types to successfully 
complete this manoeuvre.

Secondly, south-side roundabout 
lanes will have been widened, traf-
fic speed and volumes will have 
increased, yet pedestrians will face 
the same unmarked, unprotected 
crossings as they do now.

This increases the risk to pedestri-
ans crossing from the shops and the 
bus stop on the south side of Yarra 
Street, to the river and the bridge 
on the north.

Thirdly, the project encourages 
more traffic onto country-style 
roads.

Traffic volumes on Research-War-
randyte Road have already increased 
by 33% over the past 12 years.

A resident monitoring all accidents 
within a 2.2 kilometre stretch of the 
road has found that accident rates 
have increased.  The resident’s 
findings indicate the number of ac-
cidents for the past five and a half 
years is three times the number of 
accidents in the previous six years.

Fourthly, there are concerns about 
merging traffic incidents on the 
three-lane bridge. Motorist finding 

themselves in the wrong lane have 
less than 150 metres to complete a 
safe merge.

In his July interview, operations 
manager Brian Westley agreed to 
subject the final design to a thorough 
safety audit.

E Bigger Deck
Southbound traffic will flow in 

higher volumes and at greater speed 
along two dedicated turn lanes. The 
tree on the south east corner will 
be removed, and the wombats and 
wallabies that occasionally cross on 
the north side will be in greater peril 
than now.

Cyclists will also face new navi-
gational challenges as they cross 
the river.

Aesthetically, the upgrade brings 
a greater sense of space for all 
transport modes, while barriers 
and safety rails present a creative 
challenge to the architects.

F Mixed impact southside
Roundabouts work best when 

the circular flow is fast, the load is 
spread evenly between all legs, and 
there are sizeable gaps between ve-
hicles. The Yarra Street roundabout 
regularly fails on all counts, notably 
in the evening peaks.

That is why the roundabout, and 
Yarra Street itself, is ultimately the 
limiting factor in any plan to increase 
bridge capacity. For example, even 
though a double lane roundabout 
could lift the capacity of the North-
ern intersection from 1629 vehicles 
per hour (vph) to 2400 vph, the Yarra 
Street roundabout will overload at 
1900 vph.

The increased flows from the 
north-side would therefore slow the 
south-side roundabout, reducing the 
benefit to less than half its potential.

VicRoads estimates that the slip 
lane will increase easterly flows by 
130 vph, virtually removing queues.

It is worth remembering that 
given the characteristics of the 
roundabout, evening congestion 
levels could just as easily increase 
as a result of expected increases in 
southbound traffic flows.

The east approach can only be 
improved at a cost in delay times to 
westbound traffic.

Costs and benefits
The VicRoads FOI release reveals 

under-resourced planning and ad 
hoc unilateral decision making. 

Analysis of this data indicates that 
in the end, the proposed bridge up-
grade fails to justify the elevation of 
a project that previously ranked 642 
on the state priority list.

At best, it provides short-term 
gains to southbound commuters, 
while imposing increased delays on 
other traffic streams.

It is not possible to conclude from 
the available data that the new emer-
gency traffic management plan will 
prove efficient and effective than the 
existing one.

Have your say:
www.warrandytediary 
.com.au
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Servicing the Warrandyte community 
for over 45 years

Sewer Connections  • Gas Fitting

Hot Water Services  •  Complete Bathrooms 

Mini Excavator Hire  • Drainage

Roofing (all aspects)  •  Maintenance

www.manningham.vic.gov.au/grants

Apply now for Council’s      
2017/18 Community Grants Program 
Community groups and organisations are encouraged to apply for funding to deliver activities 
which involve and benefit our local community. The following categories are open:

• Community Development funding allocation from $3,001 to $20,000

• Arts and Culture funding allocation from $3,001 to $20,000

• Small Grants up to $3,000

Applications open Monday 6 February, 9.00 am and close Friday 10 March, 5.00 pm. 

Information Sessions –        
Community Grants Program and Community Facilities Capital Works Funding Program 

Thursday 9 February, 6.30 pm – 8.00 pm, Tuesday 14 February, 10.00 am – 11.30 am 

Sessions will be held at the Manningham Civic Centre, 699 Doncaster Road, Doncaster.

Booking are essential, visit 
www.manningham.vic.gov.au/community-grant-information-sessions-2017

For more information on Council’s Community Grants, visit 
www.manningham.vic.gov.au/grants or call the grants team on 9840 9305. 

For more information on the Community Facilities Capital Works Funding Program  
call 9846 0592.

Bushfi res can start quickly and threaten lives within minutes. When it comes to fi re, what you need to do is black and white. 
Check Fire Danger Ratings daily and monitor warnings. 

Most bushfi re deaths happen close to home, so leaving early, before a fi re starts, is always the safest option.

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 
1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

emergency.vic.gov.au 
Download the VicEmergency app

Leave
early
THE REASONS ARE
BLACK AND WHITE



6 Warrandyte Diary February 2017 February 2017 Warrandyte Diary 7

Missing link
By DAVID HOGG
THE Andrews Labor Government 
has announced that Victoria will 
spend up to $10 billion to complete 
Melbourne’s “missing link” connec-
tion of the Metropolitan Ring Road at 
Greensborough to either the Eastern 
Freeway or to Eastlink at Ringwood.

But the road project comes with 
a catch. 

No contracts would be signed be-
fore the next election to give voters 
“their say on this vital project with-
out binding future governments”. 

Work would proceed if the Gov-
ernment was re-elected in 2018 and 
would create more than 5,000 jobs.

The Government announced a $35 
million business case would be de-
veloped in 2018, along with planning 
approval and tender processes. 

It will take about 10 years to com-
plete and be funded by a mixture of 
government contributions and tolls.  

Premier Daniel Andrews said the 
road completion was “long overdue” 

and had been put in the “too hard 
basket” for decades.

The government has set up a North 
East Link Authority to produce a $35 
million study on potential routes, 
before plans are finalised next year.

Opposition roads spokesman and 
local state member Ryan Smith said 
he was concerned about the lack 
of detail. 

“This is unfunded. Talking about a 
project that has limited money for 
planning, an extended timeline and 
no money for construction sounds 
peculiar,” Mr Smith said.

“When Daniel Andrews says no 
contracts will be signed before the 
election, that’s just spin. The fact of 
the matter is it would take in excess 
of the next two years to get to the 
contract stage,” he said

The route for the link is highly 
controversial. 

Already there are three major pro-
posals as shown on this map. 

Route 1 (purple) goes south to join 

the Eastern Freeway at Bulleen.
Route 2 (red) comes through El-

tham and to the west of Warrandyte 
along the powerline easement near 
Crystal Brook, and Route 3 (yellow) 
goes through Kangaroo Ground and 
joins Maroondah Highway west of 
Lilydale. 

On January 9, Victorian Transport 
Association (VTA) released a state-
ment proposing a fourth option 
(blue), which would extend the 
freeway further east from Eltham to 
Chirnside Park.

This proposal would be potentially 
the most disruptive for Warrandyte 
of all the options tabled so far.  

Although it has not mapped out the 
proposed route it would appear at 
first glance that it might cut through 
Research and North Warrandyte, 
crossing the Yarra somewhere 
around Pigeon Bank Road or Men-
zies Road, then cutting eastwards 
north of Wonga Park to link up with 
Edward Road in Chirnside Park.

VTA CEO Peter Anderson said this 
option would negate the need for 
extensive and expensive tunnels.

“Tunnels are expensive to build, 
prolong construction timelines, and 
cannot accommodate dangerous 
goods vehicles, which forces them 
onto other roads, impacting com-
munity amenity,” he said.

Whatever plan is eventually select-
ed, Mr Anderson believes that the 
extension to the M80 is long overdue 
and necessary to the economy.

“Our job as an industry group is to 
ensure every option is considered 
that delivers the best-possible long-
term productivity improvements for 
freight operators, which will inev-
itably flow through to the broader 
economy. 

We look forward to being a part of 
important future discussions about 
the North East Link,” he said. 
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By DAVID HOGG
THE high voltage powerline replace-
ment programme in North Warran-
dyte is running up to three months 
late and continues to cause delays 
on the roads. 

Residents continue to suffer sched-
uled power outages.  

Observant locals will have noticed 
the signs at the community centre 
and in North Warrandyte have been 
changed to show a completion date 
of February 2017 instead of the pre-
vious December 31.

Spokeswoman for AusNet Services 
Emma Tyner advised the Diary 
“We have undertaken a significant 
amount of work as part of the 
Victorian Government’s Powerline 
Bushfire Safety Program in North 
Warrandyte.” 

This program is deemed important 
to reducing bushfire risk and improv-
ing power supply reliability. 

Large sections of the power net-
work in North Warrandyte have been 
replaced and are already operating, 
including six kilometres of new 
overhead aerial bundled cables and 
underground cables. 

“This extensive and complex work 
is nearing completion and we expect 
to finish in March, depending on 
weather,” she said. 

“Some customers have experi-
enced multiple planned power 
interruptions. To minimise power  

 
interruptions, we have used mobile 
power generators as much as possi-
ble,” Ms Tyner said.

There will be further planned pow-
er interruptions during February 
and March affecting smaller num-
bers of residents; however, AusNet 
Services says it will notify those 
affected in advance of any work or 
cancellations.

“Bad weather during Spring meant 
we had to reschedule a lot of work 
and this has meant a delay in the 
project’s completion,” Ms Tyner 
said.

“On days of a Total Fire Ban, 
AusNet Services carefully reviews 
all planned works and power inter-
ruptions scheduled in the relevant 
areas, our aim is to ensure that any 
work on such days is conducted only 
where it is absolutely necessary... 
in many instances, this will result in 
cancelling planned works or reduc-
ing the amount of time power will be 
interrupted,” she said.

For further inquiries, the AusNet 
customer services team can be 
contacted on 1300 362 026. 

“We want to thank all residents 
who have been affected by the work 
for their patience. We understand 
that power interruptions can be in-
convenient and we try to keep them 
to a minimum by grouping work to-
gether when we can,” Ms Tyner said.

Valentine’s Day 

14th Feb

By DAVID HOGG
NBN’s three-year plan for deploy-
ment, which was announced in the 
December 2015 issue of the Diary, 
stated that residents in the east 
of Warrandyte would receive NBN 
by fixed wireless commencing first 
quarter 2017, and the majority of 
people in Warrandyte and North 
Warrandyte would receive NBN by 
fibre-to-the-node commencing in 
the second half of 2017.

As these dates are now upon us, 
we asked NBN Co how things were 
progressing.

Michael Moore, Manager of State 
Corporate Affairs at NBN Co, told 
the Diary due to network design 
changes, he was unable to provide 
an accurate update of the construc-
tion schedule for Warrandyte. 

“The best I can suggest is that peo-
ple use the new check your address 
function on the front page of NBN 
Co’s website to find out information 
relating to their premises. They can 
also register for updates. I expect 
greater clarity by March,” he said.

Checking a number of addresses in 
Warrandyte and North Warrandyte, 
which were originally to be covered 
by fixed wireless, shows, in all cases, 
an availability date of January to 
June 2018 – with an asterisk indicat-
ing “this is an estimate and could 
change”.

As no plans have yet been lodged 
for the proposed wireless tower 
to the east of Warrandyte and the 
promised community information 
sessions have not been scheduled, 
it would appear that fibre-to-the-
curb (FTTC) technology could be 
under consideration for the east of 

Warrandyte previously planned to 
be covered by fixed wireless.

FTTC is a new technology which sits 
halfway between fibre-to-the-premis-
es (FTTP), a solution scrapped by 
the current government where fibre 
would have been taken to every 
home/office, and fibre-to-the-node 
(FTTN) where fibre would be in-
stalled to boxes in the street within 

1km from each premises, the “last 
mile” being handled through existing 
telephone cabling.  

With FTTC the fibre is taken to the 
pillar or pit, which would be much 
nearer the destination premises than 
with FTTN.  

Also FTTC technology is reverse 
powered at the pit or pillar from the 
network termination device (NTD) in 
the home/office, obviating the need 
for a power supply that would have 
been necessary at the node for FTTN 
and thereby reducing costs. 

The downside is a further delay 
in implementation; the upside is 
that since the FTTC point would 

be nearer each premises than with 
FTTN, faster speeds will be possible.

Meanwhile, around 100 Warran-
dyte residents have given their sup-
port to a petition circulating on the 
change.org website calling on local 
state member Ryan Smith to urge 
Telstra to upgrade the Warrandyte 
exchange and speed up NBN imple-
mentation because it is needed for 
reliability of communications in a 
bushfire situation.  

This petition is well-meaning but 
somewhat misdirected and is un-
likely to achieve any speed-up of 
the process.  

Firstly, the NBN is being imple-
mented by NBN Co not by Telstra, 
secondly this is a federal matter 
not a state one, thirdly the War-
randyte telephone exchange is a 
state-of-the-art modern exchange 
and does not need upgrading, and 
finally, the NBN, although providing 
much faster internet connectivity, 
is unlikely to be any more resilient 
in a bushfire situation than current 
ADSL systems. 

The message at the moment is not 
to expect anything in the short term.  

The Diary will keep you updated 
with further developments and 
hopefully we can reveal more in the 
April edition.

Further delays 
to NBN rollout

WARRANDYTE

WARRANDYTE

Valentine’s  
dinner at  
Cocoa Moon

Three course meal  
& bubbly $45pp  

14th Feb from 7pm

THEME DINNERS  
ARE BACK!

Starting in March Friday 24th  
and Saturday 25th

African Banquet 
$45pp  

Cocoa Moon Cafe 166 Yarra Street Warrandyte Ph: 9844 5081

www.nbnco.com.au 
www.change.org

For more detailed 
information on 
this story:

North Warrandyte powerline 
replacement works continue

“The best I can suggest 
is that people use 

the new “check your 
address” function on 
the front page of NBN 

Co’s website to find out 
information relating to 

their premises.”
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JACINTA Chapman, public affairs 
manager at Yarra Valley Water tells 
the Diary after more than six years of 
planning, design and construction, 
the North Warrandyte sewerage 
project is now complete. 

“Over 1000 properties will now 
be able to connect to the network 
meaning old septic systems can be 
decommissioned improving public 
health and clarity of the Yarra. We’d 
like to thank everyone involved in 
this project and the community for 
their patience during construction,” 
she said.

Affected residents will have been 
sent a letter and fact sheet advising 
them that they can now connect to 
the system.  

These are ambiguous in that they 
imply that a Sewer Contribution Fee 
of $1,589.94 will be levied against the 
property.  

They do not make it crystal clear 
that if residents connect to the sewer 
within 12 months from the date of 
the letter this fee will be waived in 

its entirety.  
It is therefore in residents’ inter-

ests to connect into the new system 
within the next year.  

The other costs for connection 
and ongoing fees were explained in 
detail in the November 2015 issue, 
and there has been a minor annual 
adjustment since.

The pumping station at Professors 
Hill has been extensively landscaped 
and this site now looks good.  

The pipeline under the Yarra is 
complete. 

The manhole sites both north 
and south of the bridge have been 
cleaned up and grass has been 
planted. 

However, these sites are still fenced 
off and landscaping works have not 
yet been undertaken because these 
sites will be used by VicRoads for 
the new construction works on the 
bridge. 

Landscaping on the north side will 
be undertaken in consultation with 
VicRoads.

North Warrandyte 
sewerage backlog

This beautiful, large format, full colour book documents the history 
of the Warrandyte Festival. It celebrates 40 years from 1977 
in words and pictures including all the fun and highlights of: 
The Parade, Festival Monarchs, Local Schools and Community 
Groups, Billycart Derby, Kids Market, the famous Sulo Bin Race, 
Pet Parade, Buskers, Bands, Night Entertainment, Kids Activities, 
Waterslide, Battle of the Bands and all the special themes and 
displays that have made our festival so unique and “Warrandytish”. 
The book is available by pre-order with full payment  
of $40 from the Warrandyte Festival website: 
www.warrandytefestival.org

NEW BOOK Celebrates 40 Years of Warrandyte Festivals!
ORDER YOURS  NOW!

LimiTed ediTion – own a part of Warrandyte’s History! 

Pipeworks project completed

By BILL HUDSON-MCAULEY
THE winds of change are blowing across the Au-
mann family orchard at the top of Harris Gully 
Road. 

The old cool store has been recently gutted and 
is ready to be transformed into a new retail venue.

The cool store has a rich history starting when 
the Aumann family began growing fruit on the 
hilly slopes way back in the 19th century.

Originally the family would take their fruit to 
Queen Victoria Market on a horse-drawn cart leav-
ing around midnight. 

The horses knew their route well and the driver 
could afford to nod off and have a snooze as the 
horses plodded stoically along throughout the dark 
night.

Going to market became a lot quicker in 1926 
when Bill Aumann purchased a Chevy 4 cab chas-
sis for 269 pounds and started trucking his fruit to 
town.

The family business diversified 100 years later 
when they opened a shop out of the old cool store 
and began to sell plenty of other yummy fresh and 
delicious fruits too, such as apples, pears, peaches, 
nectarines, apricots, plums, oranges and lemons.

Now the old cool store has been stripped back to 
a bare skeleton of rust-coloured metal bones. 

The walls are gone now and the old building is 
ready to have a new skin built on with a new pur-
pose. 

After an extensive renovation, the old cool store 
will be ready to reopen bigger and better than 
ever in 2017.

The new store ‘Aumann’s at Warrandyte’ will con-
tinue the tradition of stocking seasonal and region-
al fruit and vegetables but will also offer the finest 
deli produce that Australia has to offer. 

Aumanns gets a facelift

They will also stock some quality produce from 
overseas.

Council has approved the new plans and the con-
struction work will begin soon. 

The Diary will keep you up to date with the open-
ing date of the new store and we will let our readers 
know about some of the specials that will be on offer.

By DAVID HOGG
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Lions Park Facelift
After recent disruptions caused by earthworks in the 

area, Lions Park has been given a facelift and is open  

for your enjoyment. Four free electric barbecues are 

available for use, two tennis courts and safe, fenced play 

area for the children. 

For bookings contact Landfield Real Estate 9844 3085 

or the Lolly Shop on 9844 3011

RECONCILIATION Manningham 
will be holding a forum this month 
to discuss how our constitution 
represents our national values and 
how our shared history should be re-
flected in our governing document.

A diverse range of speakers, local 
Wurundjuri elder Bill Nicholson and 
Yorta Yorta woman Karen Milward 
will stand alongside Anne Barton, 
the great-grand-daughter of Austra-
lia’s first Prime Minister, to discuss 
the need for constitutional reform 
to bring the nation’s founding docu-
ment into line with the reality of our 
society, “a plural democratic society 
in which all citizens are equal and 
remain subject to the Rule of Law”.

Spokesperson of Reconciliation 
Manningham and local historian Jim 
Poulter says the basic problem is our 
constitution is a sterile document, “a 
scheme of arrangement between the 
six states to create a federation – it 
says nothing about who we are as 
a people.”

“We believe there should be a 
statement in the constitution, all 
the talk has been about a preamble 
acknowledging Aboriginal people 
and that is fine, but the first part of 
that is to have a preamble that says 
what sort of society we are,” he said.

Mr Poulter says that our values of 
mateship and the right to a fair go 
enshrine our belief in equality and 
justice.

“There are millions of Australians 
from all sorts of different cultural 
backgrounds, and the things that 
bind us together as Australians need 

to be discussed,” he said. 
 “Karen Milward will show how the 

land and the dreaming have contin-
ued to shape the national character 
and that our values of mateship and 
the right to a fair go – expressed 
in more esoteric terms as justice, 
fairness and equality, and she will 
be showing how the land continues 
to shape us,” said Mr Poulter.

Karen’s address will also discuss 
how, when Australia was invaded 
in 1788, the British tried to set up 
a class-based society that mirrored 
their own.  

Bill Nicholson’s talk will consider 
pre-colonial Aboriginal sovereignty 
and the impact the 1788 invasion 
had on indigenous society, while 
Anne Barton will discuss the race-
based provisions inherent in our 
constitution which perpetuate 
advantage and disadvantage in our 
society.

 “The constitution allows for any 
group of Australians to be subject 
to discriminatory laws, solely on 
the basis of their deemed race,” Mr 
Poulter said.

Reconciliation Manningham is 
seeking to include a preamble state-
ment in the constitution which dis-
cusses equality for all Australians 
under the rule of law and to propose 
amendments to ensure everything in 
the constitution is consistent with 
that proposition.

The forum will take place on 
Wednesady February 22 at the Man-
ningham City offices, bookings are 
essential.

Reconciliation Manningham 
calls for constitutional equality

By SANDI MILLER
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New Cafe Menu 
just launched:

Breakfast  
and Lunch

THIS year’s Australia Day saw a 
clutch of honours go to local War-
randyte residents.

We welcome Warrandyte’s newest 
member of the Order of Australia, 
Judy Lazarus (AM), Her citation 
commends her for significant ser-
vice to the community through 
social welfare groups, notably 
through custodial rehabilitation and 
resettlement initiatives. 

She has been involved in a variety 
of services, including Victorian 
Association for the Care and Reset-
tlement of Offenders, Beechworth 
Correctional Centre, Association 
of Neighbourhood Houses and 
Learning Centres, Beechworth 
Health Service, Women’s Correc-
tional Services Committee, and the 
Ministerial Community Advisory 
Committee – Prison Leaves and a 
Non-Government Sector Represen-
tative for the Corrections Victoria 
Stakeholder’s Forum. Judy has 
also been a recipient of a Churchill 
Fellowship, and has had the Judy 
Lazarus Transitional Centre named 
in her honour.

Also receiving a national honour 
for meritorious service was War-
randyte local Paul Wilkinson who 
received an Ambulance Service 
Medal (ASM). 

Mr Wilkinson has been a paramed-
ic with Ambulance Victoria for over 
32 years and throughout his career 
has focused on developing para-

medics and improving workplace 
health and safety. 

His citation noted that “He has 
consistently demonstrated a selfless 
attitude and dedication to improv-
ing the lives and wellbeing of his 
colleagues. As a Clinical Instructor, 
he worked to mentor and instruct 
graduate paramedics to develop 
and build their clinical skills, and 

provide a strong ambulance service 
to the community”. 

The Menzies community awards 
were handed out by local federal 
member Kevin Andrews, who saw 
the occasion as one to celebrate 
the grassroots achievements in our 
community.

“If only we knew what people in 
our community do, it is only on 
occasions like this that we find out,” 
said Mr Andrews.

The Menzies Community Awards 
saw two Warrandyte recipients.  

Pam Booth received an award for 

her contribution as a volunteer at 
Information Warrandyte for a total 
of 13 years. 

Ms Booth’s citation describes her 
as a “dedicated and reliable volun-
teer who capably assisted visitors 
and clients. She also contributed to 
Information Warrandyte’s Directory 
of Services and maintained the Com-
munity Centre Public noticeboard. 
Pam has been a long time Warran-
dyte resident, local kindergarten 
teacher and Warrandyte Tennis Club 
member”.

Denise Farran was recognised 
as a valued member of the Warran-
dyte community, working with the 
Neighbourhood House Committee 
of Management and as a Film Soci-
ety member and volunteer. She was 
also recognised for her volunteer 
work at the Tarrawarra Gallery and 
for events at the Warrandyte Arts 
Association and Festival.

Denise Farran was very surprised 
to receive her award, especially af-
ter accidentally mistaking her letter 
as junk mail – but fortunately she 
managed to recover her invitation.

“The award was a surprise and a 
real treat,” she said.

Menzies Awards were also given 
to the parents of local identity Pe-
ter Fraser, whose father Malcolm 
Fraser and mother Beverley Fraser 
were both recognised for their work 
at St Mark’s Anglican Church in 
Templestowe.

Australia Day honours 
for Warrandyte’s finest

Pam Booth and Denise Farran

“If only we knew 
what people in our 
community do, it is 

only on occasions like 
this that we find out.”

Judy Lazarus Paul Wilkinson

By SANDI MILLER
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Come and join in! Hand crafted gifts of all kinds, toys, art 
works, pottery, plants, clothing, gift cards, leatherwork, cakes, 
jams, honey, bread, fruit and vegie produce. Home made and 
home grown. Great value, excellent quality.  Coffee and light 

refreshments available.

Under the gum trees beside the Yarra, through Stiggants  
reserve and the Warrandyte Community Church grounds, 

Yarra Street, Warrandyte (Melways Ref: 23 12D). 

Just 35 minutes from Melbourne CBD.  
Ample parking. BBQ and playground equipment 

close by. Contact:  0474 656 637 or 9844 4100

First Saturday of every month, except 
January, from 8am – 1pm.

Your say
The trouble with toiletsRe: Growing pains for our green wedge Nov 2016

Speed limit plea

To the Editor
I am disappointed to learn that the 

toilet for the children using the nearby 
playground, which had been requested 
by the City of Manningham in original 
negotiations, had not been built as 
promised. 

I visited the property and discovered 
to my dismay that no toilet designed 
specifically for children had been 
included as promised.  I appealed to 
the Manningham City Council Engi-
neer, who advised me that regulations 

would not allow for this facility, as had 
been originally promised, even though 
this had been the only reason I had 
agreed to their use of my land.  

I am greatly saddened that the in-
tended outcome has not been fulfilled 
by the City of Manningham.  

 Mrs Audrey Drechsler 
(nee Walsh)
 Long-time Owner of Warrandyte 
Bakery and Bookshop 
Bendigo

Dear Diary
On reading the first column of the 

article I was encouraged that there 
was to be a discussion on the unsus-
tainability of continued population ex-
pansion and the effects on the planet. 

However, I was most concerned at 
the introduction of a developer’s pend-
ing application for a subdivision in Yar-
ra Street and the mention of treasurer 
Scott Morrison’s comments of last 
month on relaxing zoning restrictions 
to free up land for development.

Scott Morrison shows he has little 
knowledge of planning and even less of 
the relationship between land supply 
and housing affordability, particularly 
around Melbourne. 

His comments were obviously pam-
pering to the Urban Development In-
stitute and the associated developers 
(campaign contributors) attending. 
Had he taken the time to do a little 
research he would have been aware 
that Melbourne currently has at pres-
ent between 30-50 years of residential 
land supply WITHIN the Urban Growth 
Boundary. 

If our planning authorities pushed 
developers to increase housing density 
from the current 15 units per hectare 
towards a more international standard 
of around 25-30 (Germany aims for 60 
per hectare) our current zoned land 
supply could last 50-75 years. 

There is absolutely no relationship 
between land availability and housing 
affordability. 

The developers develop and release 
land at a rate that maintains high land 
prices. 

They also “land bank” which is to 
purchase land within the Green Wedg-
es and beyond the UGB on the periph-
ery with the ultimate aim to have the 
land rezoned, alienating farmland and 
forcing up rural rates due to the prices 
they pay. 

A media push by developers around 
housing affordability and land avail-
ability led the Brumby Government 
in 2010 to release all land within the 
growth corridors AND to take 43,600 
land banked hectares OUT of the GW’s. 

An Oliver Hume Research study in 
2010 found that in December 2009 
there were 70,000 lots approved for 
residential development in the Growth 
Corridors of which 1,400 were for 
sale, in the Whittlesea corridor 23,000 
approved with 400 for sale. 

In 2012 the Baillieu Government 
moved the UGB taking another 6,000 
hectares out of the GW’s. 

Very little of this land has been devel-
oped, and surprisingly with all the land 
available prices HAVE NOT dropped 
Mr Morrison.

To his credit, Ryan Smith does not 
believe the GW’s are under threat. 
However, it appears he has little under-
standing of preserving flora and faunal 
biodiversity and the varying quality 
and value of differing environmental 
ecosystems. 

President of CAN, Dick Davies’ con-
cern is well founded, there will always 
be pressure to rezone, subdivide and 
to push the planning boundaries within 
the GW’s. 

A strong, united and committed com-
munity is the key to maintaining the 
integrity of our Green Wedges. 

Warrandyte has such a community 
and are to be congratulated on their 
proactive actions to build the commu-
nity that they want.

Outgoing Mayor of Manningham Paul 
McLeish voiced several concerns. First 
the economic rationalist argument that 
people must be able to profit from their 
purchase within a Green Wedge. 

The planning scheme clearly states 
the objectives of our GW’s, they are the 
“lungs of Melbourne” and have been 
for forty years. 

For those that choose to live in a GW, 
being a custodian of the land requires 
a commitment to its maintenance, 
whether it be pasture, bushland or a 
mixture. Love of the environment in 
which people choose to live in a GW 
should be sufficient reward. 

The example given of Aumann’s 
Orchard is pertinent, one of the GW 
objectives is to preserve good quality 
arable land. 

Global warming, food miles and 
available water may mean in the future 
that this land will once again be used 
for intensive horticulture. 

The future needs the option offered 
by long term consistent planning.

He suggests that planning controls 
within the GW’s may, over time be 
weakened or revoked. 

This myopic view that GW’s are des-
tined to disappear under pressure of 
unsustainable growth lacks any vision 
for our future generations. 

I believe that eventually the realised 
inherent value of our GW’s will ensure 
their preservation.

Finally, Doreen and Mernda are part 
of Whittlesea Shire not Nillumbik. 

Lack of planning, vision and invest-
ment in public transport by successive 
governments is lamentable. 

The impact across Melbourne of 
increasing traffic is dire.

Regards,
 Kahn Franke, President, Green 
Wedges Coalition
Smiths Gully

Dear Diary
Why can’t the speed limit of 50kmh 

recently extended to Stiggant’s be 
extended further along Yarra Street 
from West End to Jumping Creek Road? 
Why must the families who live beyond 
this small stretch of what has become 
such a busy single lane road endure the 
noise and air pollution of unimaginable 
traffic increases without the benefit of 
a lower speed limit, albeit small? 

Peace descended for a few weeks 
up here near Masonic Avenue over 
Christmas, (apart from Christmas day 
which was so busy I was hysterical), 
and then began the swarms of motor-
cycles heralding a new year of extreme 
traffic pollution with their offensively 
gratuitous ‘after-market’ exhausts 
bugling at ear splitting volume, rogue 
trucks; big w’s with their empty trays 
thundering up and down Pigtail Hill Ad 
Nauseam, trucks carrying construction 
monsters, air braking all the way down 
to the bridge oblivious to, or invigo-
rated by their own back-chat, and too 
many P plate drivers in big utes with 
attitude bigger than the trucks. I can’t 
remember the last time I saw a speed 
camera at this end of Warrandyte and 

I’ve lived on this road for long enough 
to know that if the traffic gets a clear 
run it will always drive above the 
speed limit.

Apart from the impact on our envi-
ronment from such intense traffic what 
about the potential danger?

I know of at least 12 children who 
live in my immediate neighbourhood, 
many of whom catch a bus to and 
from school. The terror they feel when 
faced with having to cross the road 
compromises all care they are usually 
inclined to take. 

Wouldn’t a reduced speed limit 
demonstrate intelligent consideration 
for pedestrians, those of us who live 
not 30meters from the main road, as 
well as all the other flora and fauna of 
Warrandyte.

If it’s peak-hour the traffic is bumper 
to bumper at 20kmh and off-peak to 
many drivers travel over 60kmh.

What’s happening? I know this is 
small stuff but is anybody else sweat-
ing?

Helen Moppert
Pigtail Hill,
Warrandyte

Letters to the Diary including emails must include the 
writer’s full name, address and phone number, even if 
not intended for publication. Letters may be edited for 
reasons of style, length or legality. Letters to be emailed 
to: editor@warrandytediary.com.au

Like us on  
Facebook 
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WARRANDYTE Festival will hit town 
during the weekend of March 24-26 
this year. Organisers have their 
hands on the wheel of a cartload of 
amusements guaranteed to drive 
visitors to distraction.

The theme is “Warrandyte Festi-
val—since ’77: 40 Years of Fun” and 
it promises a superb celebration in 
honour of the festival’s longstanding 
history in the township. 

As usual, popular events will fea-
ture: the Grand Parade, Scouts Wa-
terslide, Billycart Derby, Family Bike 
Ride, Duck Race and Kids Market. 

A special event, the Warrandyte 
Film Feast, will be held on Friday 
March 24. 

An eclectic mix of films will be 
shown in a large marquee on the 
riverbank, where festivalgoers can 
expect to see some of the best up 
and coming short films from emerg-
ing filmmakers. 

There will be food trucks and wine 

and beer available for purchase.
Live acoustic music will play prior 

to screening and during intermis-
sion.

An entry ticket costs $10 and can 
be booked online.

Filmmaker and producer Rosalie 
Ridler of Striking Productions (a 
specifically Warrandyte-based pro-
duction business) is coordinating 
the presentation:

“We anticipate a one hour line-up 
of short films, intermission of 30 
minutes, followed by another hour 
of shorts,” said Ms Ridler.

“People from the film industry 
will be on site to MC and help out 
generally and there will be People’s 
Choice prizes awarded for the most 
popular films. It will be a fantastic 
night out for film lovers.”

If you are a local company or busi-
ness and wish to sponsor a prize for 
the People’s Choice Award, or if you 
are a filmmaker and wish to submit 

your film for screening, please email: 
rosalie.ridler@strikingproductions.
com.au

Once again, the Friday night Battle 
of the Bands will amp things up from 
the main stage at Stiggants Reserve, 
with the winning youth band receiv-
ing the prize of a day in a recording 
studio. 

In line with this year’s historical 
theme, local musicians who have 
played regularly in stages through-
out the festival’s 40 years will make 
a welcome appearance.

Paradiddle – the mighty bush band 
who first played at the festival in 
1978 and went on to close the week-
end for the next 20 years – are sure 
to be a crowd favourite.

Melbourne-based performing arts 
ensemble Sanctum Theatre will be 
showcasing Otto Learns to Fly during 
this year’s festival.

The presentation showcases Magic 
Lantern Studio’s exquisitely crafted 

hand puppets and ‘ready-mades’ in 
The Magic Lantern Travelling Puppet 
Theatre.

Other activities on offer include 
The Funky Monkeys circus band, 
Miss Wattle and the Panton Hills 
Ukulele Club and a hula-hoop work-
shop for beginners of all ages.

Warrandyte Festival is also creat-
ing a Light Sculpture Competition 
for 2017 and is asking participants 
to design, build and enter sculptures 
in a variety of categories. 

“Rising Sun” is the category for 
schools, youth organisations and 
child prodigies. “Light Under a Bush-
el” is an adult category for those who 
are not professionals in this field but 
who are, nonetheless, in possession 
of inspiration. 

Finally, “Sirius” – it’s the brightest 
star in our night sky and the cat-
egory for professional artists and 
lighting technicians.

The festival will work with appli-

cants to identify a location that best 
fits the concept of their sculptures 
and maximises their impact. 

Competition requirements around 
voltage, safety and stability are out-
lined in the application form, which 
is available online.

So, what will you choose in March, 
Warrandyte? South African BBQ or 
World’s best pizza, 2016? Tango or 
Disco? Camel ride or water slide?

Or, maybe, just do it all…
A full Festival 2017 program will 

be printed in the March edition of 
Warrandyte Diary

Festival fever is mounting

W

Ryan Smith MP
State Member for Warrandyte

Ser� ng t�  � � un� y

Suite 2, 1020 Doncaster Road, Doncaster East 3109

Phone: 9841 5166   Fax: 9841 5299

 ryan.smith@parliament.vic.gov.au   ryansmith.com.au

 /MPRyanSmith   @RyanSmithMP 

AUTHORISED BY RYAN SMITH MP 2/1020 DONCASTER RD, EAST DONCASTER - Funded from Parliaments Electorate Office & Communication Budget

Please contact my office if you would like help organising any of the following:

• MILESTONE MESSAGES FROM: PRIME MINISTER, GOVERNOR - GENERAL AND THE QUEEN.  
   examples - 50th Wedding Anniversary, 90th Birthday, 100th Birthday 

• PRESENTATION OF THE VICTORIAN STATE FLAG

• CONGRATULATORY LETTERS FOR NATIONAL AND STATE HONOURS

DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE ABOUT TO CELEBRATE A MILESTONE?

A history celebrating 40 years of 
Warrandyte Festival has been writ-
ten by freelance writer and Diary 
contributor Cherie Moselen and can 
be pre-ordered online for $40.

‘Best One Ever!’ tells the story of a 
remarkable community event that 
originated in 1977 with humble am-
bitions, mainly to see townspeople 
coming together in celebration of 
Warrandyte’s distinctive qualities.

Forty years on, in a town of some 
8,000 residents, Warrandyte Festival 
attracts anywhere between 10,000 
and 15,000 festivalgoers.

An event run entirely by volunteers 
and one that has experienced lon-
gevity when many like it have ended, 
Warrandyte’s annual celebration is 
somewhat unique in Victoria.

This book is a salute to both its 
character and continuity.

Diary photographer Stephen Reyn-
olds’ remarkable photographic skills 
and graphic design knowledge have 
brought the creative spirit of Warran-
dyte Festival to life and many local 
people will find themselves in full liv-
ing colour among the book’s pages. 

2017 main stage highlights
Sat 25 Rock out with such acts as Mango 

Retreat, Dannika and local bands The 
Teskey Brothers and The Scrims. 

Sun 26 Local bands Mother and Nudist 
Funk Orchestra will add their 
magic to the mix of sounds. 

www.trybooking.com/OPEG 
www.warrandytefestival.org

To book your tickets 
for the Film Feast or 
for more info on the 
festival weekend:

www.warrandytefestival.org

To order your  
limited edition copy

New book 
celebrates 
40 years  
of festival

By CHERIE MOSELEN
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Several local artists will also join 
the expo, including three members 
of the Pittard family from Eltham, 
who have been taking part since the 
very first expo, and works by mem-
bers of the Warrandyte Stonehouse 
artists’ collective will be on display.

Another innovative local artist 
whose works will be on display 
is Jack Latti from Research, who 
creates ceramic pieces for use in 
the garden

“He is a horticulturalist as well and 
he actually designs the pots to suit 
the plant,” said Ms Annois.

Aside from the works on sale at the 
expo, there will be activities for both 
kids and adults, with Manningham 
Craft Works providing clay work-

shops for children to make their 
own creations and demonstrations 
of clay throwing.

Forums on the business of art 
will be on offer for adults, as well 
as wine tastings, musicians and a 
Saturday night dinner on the banks 
of the river.

The Pottery Expo runs from 10am 
until 5:30pm on both February 25 
and 26. Entry is free. 

Potters wheel into 
Warrandyte again

Are you stuck? Confused? Needing to find direction? 
Caught up in compulsive or addictive patterns? Need to quit 
smoking? Or to lose weight?  Depressed, anxious, & wanting 

change? Needing change but unsure how to proceed?

Hypnotherapy is a safe & effective way  
to find the future you want. 

Malcolm Dart | Dip Clinical Hypnotherapy, Member AHA
Ph 0412 041 402 | LiveYourLightHypnotherapy.com.au

Hypnotherapy & HealingHypnotherapy & HealingHypnotherapy & Healing

to enjoy hearing your best again

Award-winning Hearing Clinic
Shop 5, 90 Melbourne Hill Rd Warrandyte

Are you experiencing hearing issues?

CALL 9844 5863 NOW

Mumbled conversation? Can’t hear the TV or radio? Tinnitus? 
We are all ears to help you!

By SANDI MILLER
AROUND 70 potters from across 
Victoria and New South Wales will 
be descending on Warrandyte for the 
17th annual Pottery Expo.

With a variety of wares, from fine 
porcelain to garden sculpture, the 
potters will display their creations 
along the banks of the Yarra on Feb-
ruary 25-26.

The Pottery Expo at Warrandyte 
was instigated by local studio pot-
ter, Jane Annois in February 2001, 
after she saw the French Marche de 
Potiers [Potters Markets] of France.

“The first time I went to France, 
to Lyon, I was blown away, there 
was 170 stands of potters, and 
you couldn’t move, there were so 
many people, it was so exciting, the 
French said, ‘you don’t have potters’ 
markets in Australia? and they said 
you ’must start one’. So I did,” said 
Ms Annois.

The exhibitors have been invited 
on a basis of excellence, with vari-
ety and innovation foremost in the 
selection panel’s criteria.

This year’s feature artist at the 
Warrandyte Expo is John Tuckwell 
from Bellingen in NSW, who works 
in porcelain coloured slips.

“He is also going to give us a work-
shop on the Wednesday March 1 at 
the Mechanics Institute, for begin-
ners and experienced potters,” Ms 
Annois said.

www.trybooking.com/OHSC

To book on  
Saturday night:

www.trybooking.com/OLNA

To book John  
Tuckwell’s workshop:



14 Warrandyte Diary February 2017 February 2017 Warrandyte Diary 15

Scouting around for fun

WE know that Warrandyte has a 
rich and diverse history; some of 
the buildings in the township are 
an important part of that history.

A new initiative to highlight and 
celebrate this unique history was 
implemented in early January. 

Five heritage plaques were com-
missioned and have been installed 
at the Grand Hotel, the Warrandyte 
Bakery, the 
Gospel church, 
the butcher’s 
shop and on 
the site of the 
old Warrandyte 
Post Office.

The plaques 
are designed to 
give locals and 
tourists alike 
an insight into 
Warrandyte’s 
history and tell the story of this 
place and our local community.

The heritage plaques are a part-
nership project between Manning-
ham Council and the Warrandyte 
Historical Society. 

The Historical Society was ex-
cited about the new project and 
the opportunity to work closely 
with Manningham Council on the 
plaques. 

“The project was born out of a 
request from a local shop owner 
and pursued by the Manningham 
Heritage Advisory Committee. 

The project has taken a while 
to finally come to fruition but the 
results have been worth the wait, 
with the plaques looking great on  
the buildings and providing an im-

portant reminder of Warrandyte’s 
living history,” Margaret Kelly from 
the Historical Society told the 
Diary. 

Ms Kelly hopes that in the future, 
the project will expand to include 
the many other buildings that are 
an important part of Warrandyte’s 
past.

Many individuals were involved 
in the project, 
and the Diary’s 
very own Val 
Polley was 
instrumental 
in the develop-
ment, sourcing 
photos and 
providing 
text for the 
plaques, utilis-
ing the Histor-
ical Society’s 

extensive archives. 
Manningham Mayor Michelle 

Kleinert said that council is 
pleased to celebrate these historic 
places, each of which has a special 
place in the history of the local 
area. 

“The newly installed heritage 
plaques have been a great addition 
to these five iconic heritage build-
ings in Warrandyte and we hope 
will give residents and visitors an 
insight into the important history 
of this area.

“We are continuing to work in 
conjunction with the Warrandyte 
Historical Society to promote the 
places and spaces of historical and 
heritage significance in Warran-
dyte,” Mayor Kleinert said. 

History on show

MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC
A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning 

muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!
Suite 3, 35-37 Drysdale Road, Warrandyte  9844 5495

Checkout our reviews on Facebook

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

By ANDREW YEN
ONE of the great opportunities 
scouts offers is the chance to travel 
and meet scouts from around the 
world.  

In the days after Christmas, War-
randyte played host to 23 young 
scouts from Hong Kong. They ar-
rived in a typical scouting way – by 
canoe! Our local scouts put them up 
in our hall and loaned them tents 
and camping gear. The Community 
Church opened their doors and got 
the old gymnasium showers working 
again so they could wash off the Yar-
ra mud. The Warrandyte Cafe made 
them welcome too. 

Our scouts shared some great 
times with our visitors, learned a few 
Chinese words and swapped badg-
es. As the visitors loaded up their 
canoes to leave the next day some 
of our scouts promised to catch up 
again before they left Australia – 
and they did, showing our guests 
some of the sights of Melbourne a 
few days later. They will remember 
Warrandyte hospitality as one of the 
highlights of their tour.

We are looking forward to swap-
ping roles from hosts to guests in 
June when five Warrandyte scouts 
will be hosted by a Norwegian scout 
group in Oslo before travelling on to 
a Jamboree in Bode, north of the Arc-
tic circle. What great opportunities 
our young scouts get.

Doreen and Graham Burge take the Diary on safari at the Chongwe Safari Camp, Lower Zambezi 
National Park, Zambia, where the local wildlife were keen to catch up with the news from Warrandyte.
Send your entries to info@warrandytediary.com.au with Diary Goes Global in the subject line and 
be in the running to win a weekend away at Crystal Brook Holiday Park.

Diary goes on Safari
By SAMMI TAYLOR
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They followed the star
HUNDREDS of locals flocked to Warrandyte Uniting 
Church in December where a six-month-long project 
culminated in a fantastic and clever Christmas display 
“Follow the Star”.

Over 100 stars dangled.
Following them outside, we were led to a nativity scene 

with realistic animals made of sheepskin and cotton wool 
as well as a clever cow made by students at Warrandyte 
Primary School.

One of the shepherds was on a mobile phone; we were 
advised that he was “spreading the word”.

The stars then took us inside, passing a brilliant inn 
with a modern “No Vacancy” sign.

Inside many displays continued the theme of Joy, Hope, 
Peace and Love.

Attractive mock leadlights adorned the windows.
A Giving Tree accepted presents for the UnitingCare 

Christmas Appeal. 
Tables had creative activities for the children.
Enthusiastic church members grabbed adults and chil-

dren alike and dressed them up quickly as shepherds, 
kings, or wise men, sat them down at another nativity 
scene and took their photo. 

This was a little daunting for the adult visitors but 
hugely popular with the children.

A great and heart-warming Christmas display.

By DAVID HOGG

N Christmas day, good 
cheer was flowing as 
staff and volunteers at 
Warrandyte business, 
Now and Not Yet opened 

its doors so that no one had to 
spend Christmas alone.

Café owner Derek Bradshaw 
was overwhelmed with offers of 
assistance from near and far as he 
provided free meals and company 
to people who would otherwise 
have had a meagre meal alone. 

“We shut it off at 30 as we had 
so many people volunteering... we 
had 100 customers last year, they 
seem to come in busloads as they 
come in from Ringwood,” he said.

“We had many locals who had 
lost family and didn’t have family 
to go to – one guy said to me this 
was great, I would have got a 
meal out of the freezer and sat by 
myself, so it’s good to come and 
have some people to be with,” Mr 
Bradshaw said.

From cooking to waiting on ta-
bles or just lending a friendly ear, 
volunteers were enthusiastic in 
their duties.

One volunteer, Sammy, came all 
the way from Dandenong to help 
out and was just as eager to work 
behind the scenes as well as sim-
ply to be there for people in need.

“I want to come along and see 
amazing people with smiling faces 
and genuinely happy people – but 
I am happy to lend my hand in 
any way I can,” he said.

“We’ve had a great Christmas, 

but it’s not great for everybody, if 
we can make it a bit better, that’s 
great,” said another volunteer.

There were many locals who 
have been supported by Now and 
Not Yet in the past and were keen 
to give back to the café.

Local artist Andrea Glueck has 
used the café’s art space to work.

“It is such an amazing place I 
wanted to help Derek out, as he is 
so generous,” she said.

Support came from local busi-
nesses too.

Gardiner McInness put on a 
sausage sizzle that raised $700, 
which they turned into IGA 
vouchers; Pines Learning donated 
38 handbags filled with women’s 
essentials collected from the local 
community; and all of the food for 
the day was donated by the café’s 
suppliers.

The diners were very grateful of 
the opportunity to feel connected 
to the community, as one woman 
told of her isolation that comes 
with separation from your loved 
ones.

 “It’s nice to socialise with other 
people on a special day rather 
than sitting at home by yourself,” 
she said.

Mr Bradshaw said that with all 
the doom and gloom in the world, 
people are interested in what the 
true spirit of Christmas is about.

“It’s Warrandyte really isn’t it, 
it’s why I love Warrandyte, it’s 
such a good community.”

Christmas catch-up

By SANDI MILLER

A cup full of 
Christmas 

spirit

We shut it off at 
thirty as we had 
so many people 
volunteering..
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Warrandyte’s wild weather

Send your entries to info@
warrandytediary.com.au with Diary 
Goes Global in the subject line and 
be in the running to win a weekend 
away at Crystal Brook Holiday 
Park.

IT is known that Melbourne can have four seasons in one day, but 
over the Christmas period Warrandyte, and Victoria in general, 
experienced major weather mood swings.

In late December we experienced one of our hottest nights on 
record with everyone in Melbourne sweating it out with +30˚C 
overnight temperatures. 

A few days later Warrandyte, along with most of Melbourne, was 
hit by flash floods as a storm system dumped over 100mm of rain 
in a matter of hours.

Rain or shine, either swimming in the river, or trying to stop their 
properties becoming one, Warrandytians were out and about.

By SANDI MILLER
FIRE restrictions are now in place across both Manningham and Nillumbik.

Warrandyte CFA Captain Adrian Mullens has praised residents for heeding the 
restrictions, with the number of call-outs to illegal burn-offs well down on previous 
years, but he is concerned that the weather in early summer is making people com-
placent around fire safety.

“While it is still green, get beyond Kinglake it is dry as a chip, so we are starting to 
get a growing level of complacency,” he said.

The CFA recommends that residents make themselves aware of what they can do 
during the fire danger period by downloading the CFA’s Can I, Can’t I? brochure.

Meanwhile, the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning has released 
a guide to power outages, to advise how to keep safe during a power outage in 
bushfires and extreme weather conditions. 

With Warrandyte’s notoriously fragile electricity supply, power outages can happen, 
particularly during heatwaves, bushfires and grassfires. 

The guide recommends a few simple things to prepare. 
Some simple tips include having access to: 
• A torch or battery-operated light
• A phone that doesn’t rely on electricity (such as a fully-charged mobile phone)
• A battery-powered radio for news and updates
• Fresh water (if you rely on an electric pump for water)
• The faults and emergencies contact number from your latest bill.

Know what  
to do this  
fire season

Photo: Ray Miller

Photo: Ray Miller

www.cfa.vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/can 
www.delwp.vic.gov.au/poweroutages

For more information:
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GALA OPENING

Friday 24th March 2017  
at 7:00pm

Entry $25.00
Largest art show in  

north-east Melbourne
Enjoy a night of festivities over 

good food and refreshments

Public Viewing

Saturday 25th & Sunday 26th March
Warrandyte Community Church 

57 Yarra Street 

33rd Warrandyte Art Show

Reserve your spot now at www.billanook.vic.edu.au
Tel: 9725 5388 - 197 Cardigan Road, Mooroolbark                                   

An Independent, Co-educational School 
in the tradition of the Uniting Church                                                                            
Educating children from  
Early Learning to Year 12

2017 College Tours
Saturday 25 February- Saturday Morning Tour & Scholarship Exam

Friday 24 March - School at Work Tour

Saturday 6 May - Saturday Morning Tour

Charter Bus from Warrandyte to Billanook daily

Warrandyte Diary January 2017.indd   1 24/01/2017   1:22 PM
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A DIFFERENT WAY TO TRAVEL

Adventure Cruising

10% 
OFF 

SELECTED 
VOYAGES*

Final - USE THIS ONE

Book your spot on a 2017 Adventure Cruise and 
enjoy an exciting, immersive and alternative 
way to see some of the world’s most beautiful 
beaches, islands and coastlines.

*10% discount applies to selected Adventure Cruises departing in 2017. Offer ends 27 Feb 2017 
unless sold out earlier. For full Ts & Cs and to see the voyage list, visit peregrineadventures.com

By REBECCA LEE

the green edge

By KATHY GARDINER

garden

THE whole of Warrandyte is a beau-
tiful natural garden. 

We are enveloped by rolling hills, 
the coursing Yarra River, natural 
rock formations, stands of beautiful 
gums, an understory teaming with 
native flora and fauna, soils from 
fertile loam to gravel hard terrain, 
walking trails winding through the 
historical digs of the gold miners, 
views upon views, grape vines, olive 
groves, orchards, stunning sunrises 
and sunsets. 

North Warrandyte and Warrandyte 
township are vastly different and 
gardening is a challenge in both 
areas. 

Weedy weeds compete with indige-
nous flora. Summer dries everything 
to a tinder and plants that don’t 
struggle in the heat are relentlessly 
attacked by wildlife – both native 
and introduced. Bushfires threaten 
us and our gardens every year, wa-
ter is collected in tanks, dams and 
ponds and bird baths. 

Hopefully through this column 
I can give you some new ideas in 
gardening tips and landscape design 
and introduce you to some of the 
native flora that will blend in our 
surrounding bushland and intro-
duce you to FOWSP (if you don’t 
already know of them) Friends of 
Warrandyte State Park. 

As well as our beautiful environ-
ment, we have our flora, fauna and 
other insect and critters and our 
many “wiggly sticks” (snakes). I 
am hoping to give you more infor-
mation on all of these with some 
advice from some professionals in 
their areas.

Gardening here can be a native 
garden of indigenous plants, but in 
Warrandyte we have gardens of in-
troduced plants, roses and wisteria 
and gladiolus, pittosporums, oaks, 
agapanthus. And considering this 
column is to be read by all Warran-

A growing number of Warrandytians 
are generating solar power from 
their rooftops and the new wave of 
savvy consumers are focused on 
storing (rather than sharing) their 
excess electricity. 

Storing your clean and ‘free’ energy 
in batteries gives you the opportuni-
ty to store your excess energy until 
you need it while still connected to 
the grid as a back-up. 

Sounds like a good idea, right? 
A bit of history

Since the popularity of solar power 
exploded back in the late noughties, 
there have been many changes to 
the incentives offered to households 
installing grid-connected systems.

Early adopters were given an $8000 
federal government rebate towards 
the upfront cost and signed up to 
the Victorian Premium Feed In Tariff 
(FiT), giving them 60 cents per kilo-
watt hour (c/kWh) they feed into 
the grid. The contracts were set to 

expire in 2024. 
Compared to the 25c or so it costs 

to buy one kilowatt hour of power 
from the grid, this meant the cost 
of night-time usage could also be 
negated for these lucky folks. 

Upfront costs were higher back 
then, but payback for most was 
expected to happen several times 
over by the end of this FiT contract 
period. 

When the Premium FiT was phased 
out at the end of 2011, a Transitional 
FiT was introduced in Victoria, giv-
ing solar generators 25 c/kWh fed 
in, until 2017. A Standard FiT paying 
generators the same rate as they 
paid to buy a kWh of electricity was 
also made available. 

These programs were closed to 
new applicants at the end of 2012, 
and for those who did sign up back 
then, the contracts have recently 
ended, meaning these generators 
no longer get this roughly 1:1 cost 

offset.  
The current feed-in tariff pays just 

5c/kWh for their excess solar power 
so people are, understandably, not 
so happy.
We’re going to build a powerwall

Here lies the appeal in home ener-
gy storage.  

Rather than selling excess power 
for 5c, generators of solar energy can 
store their excess power in batteries 
to be used later, rather than buying 
it at the higher price.  

This would save them more money 
than the current FiT does, as they 
won’t have to buy as much (or any) 
power from the grid.  

The only downside: there is anoth-
er significant financial investment 
required for the batteries.

The Tesla Powerwall is one brand 
attracting a lot of attention due to 
the mass-market production, lower 
perceived cost, and the inspiration 
provided by Tesla’s awesome elec-

tric cars. 
The latest model Powerwall 2 AC 

can store 14kWh of electricity, which 
is approximately the average daily 
usage of a three-bedroom household 
but at a cost of roughly $10,000 in-
stalled (presuming you already have 
a solar array with compatible invert-
er), it’s of course a big decision.
Cost

For many, the decision is not pure-
ly financial, but it’s always worth 
contemplating the payback period. 

This varies, based on many fac-
tors, but generally it will be at least 
10 years, which is coincidently the 
standard warranty period.

As much as this writer loves the 
concept of localised renewable 
power generation, I am not yet sold 
on the idea of storing it.

There are still financial incentives 
available to reduce the upfront cost 
of installing residential solar arrays, 
and it is definitely a worthwhile 

investment if you have a clear, pref-
erably north-facing, roof.

Payback periods are general-
ly quite short (3-8 years with a 
well-suited system), and you can en-
joy the fabulous feeling of reducing 
your carbon footprint and reducing 
the burning of brown coal at our 
filthy Victorian power stations.  

If you are not in a position to install 
a solar array, you can minimise your 
power related carbon emissions by 
purchasing 100% Accredited Green 
Power from your electricity retailer. 

Local rates for Green Power from 
PowerShop (ranked Australia’s 
greenest power company by Green-
peace for two years running) are 
from 25.77c/kWh including GST, and 
the daily supply charge is no more 
than normal at 118.27 including GST 
– I’d guess that most people would 
actually SAVE MONEY while SAVING 
THE PLANET by changing to a plan 
like this.

dytians I need to cover all gardening 
styles and fashions, so if you are an 
indigenous advocate please bear 
with me while I talk about Hoyas. 

No one gardening style is right, it 
is up to individuals to decide what 
suits their lifestyle and aesthetically 
what suits their home. Sometimes 

the garden you buy with your new 
house is not what you would neces-
sarily choose if you had a choice, 
but are you really going to call in 
a grader and bulldoze the lot? Well 
maybe you will...

Vegetable gardening, community 
vegetable gardens, food swap, 
chicken keeping, organic fruit and 
vegetable syndicates and local per-
maculture, primary school vegetable 
gardening, beekeeping, farmers’ 
markets and foraging courses are 
surrounding us as well. Local dedi-
cated people educating themselves 
and others to make our world a little 
bit better, to be more sustainable, to 
teach kids the importance of grow-
ing their own foods, to appreciate 

the cycle of harvesting seed, taking 
cuttings, propagating, sharing, com-
paring, discussing and laughing at 
mistakes.

So much for me to talk about in 
just 800 words. I will try to keep 
you entertained – enlightened – and 
interested but remember I don’t 
know everything. I am just a mum 
who likes gardening. I am admin 
on Warrandyte Garden and I love 
people’s stories, queries, successes, 
photos, pride and dedication to and 
in their gardens. 

So, join me on a new gardening ad-
venture – Writing about gardening.

My quote for February is “It’s better 
to plant a 50-cent plant in a $5 hole 
than a $5 plant in a 50-cent hole.” 

Plants to be planted in February 
include vegetable seedlings of broc-
coli, cabbages, celery, leeks, lettuces 
and silverbeet.

We need to tip prune Australian 
shrubs either by hand or give them 
a quick once over with the hedge 
trimmer – try not to do it in the heat 
of the day or a day of extreme heat – 
let the trimmings fall and rake them 
into the garden as mulch.

Shrubs, such as buddleias and 
crepe myrtles, that have finished 
flowering need to be pruned hard 
and into a good shape as they can 
be unruly this time of the year. Oh, 
we love buddleias though and so 
do the bees.

Prune hydrangeas to half their 
size and sprinkle some blood and 
bone, manure (there is lots to be had 
bagged up on the side of the road in 
Warrandyte) or complete fertiliser 
around the base. 

Vegetables and herbs that are 
flourishing in February include basil, 
beetroot, carrots, cucumbers, french 
beans, lettuces, marjoram, oregano, 
parsley, radishes, sage, tomatoes 
and zucchini.

I visited a lovely vegetable garden 
the other day where the owner used 

to have a large array of vegetables 
and herbs but it was getting beyond 
her with her time availability. She 
decided to just have the “salad gar-
den” where she could go in the late 
afternoon with her basket and pluck 
vegetables and herbs to be easily 
chopped into a salad for dinner – the 

zucchini flowers and nasturtiums 
adorning the salad with some floral 
accents. 

A vegetable garden doesn’t have to 
be anything huge; just an old apple 
crate will suffice. 

If you are renting, vegetable gar-
dens can be quickly created with 
a perimeter of hay bales filled with 
soil. When you leave the rental 
shovel the soil into the garden and 
use the hay to mulch. 

Now is the time to take softwood 
and semi-hardwood cuttings. Try 
striking azaleas, camellias, daphnes, 
viburnum, weigela or buddleia – re-
member to take a healthy tip with a 
strong stem. This is to be done on a 
cooler day or early in the morning or 

late evening – strip the leaves on the 
lower section of the stem, dip into 
rooting hormone (if you have some) 
or organic honey will do as well. 
Push a hole in the potting soil, insert 
the cutting and gently push the soil 
around the stem and water well. You 
can pop a plastic bag over the whole 
thing and leave in a protected sec-
tion of the garden, somewhere close 
where you can keep an eye on the 
cutting. Roots should begin to form 
in a couple of weeks depending on 
the cutting you have taken. 

Make sure you keep water up to 
your fruit trees to prevent your fruit 
splitting – we have enough trouble 
with the birds stealing our fruit 
harvest but make sure you keep the 
water up to them. 

Cover fruit with gauze bags or 
even supermarket bags, or cover 
the whole tree if it is smaller with 
netting. A cheap alternative is to 
look out for a bed mosquito canopy 
that you will often see for sale on buy 
swap and sell sites. 

They are split up one side for easy 
access to your tree and crop. 

Make sure you clean up the fallen 
fruit from under the trees and fer-
tilise lemon trees with blood and 
bone. 

Mulch your tomatoes heavily and 
keep them consistently watered and 
they will be grateful.  

But, most importantly, get out 
there into the garden, stroll and 
explore, smell and dabble, discover 
and share. That is what our gardens 
are for! 

If you want to be happy for a life-
time, be a gardener.

Going solar

A gardener’s guide to happiness

Follow “Warrandyte 
Garden” on Facebook 
and Instagram
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The only place to stay in  
a cabin, in a caravan or  
for a camping experience
n Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover  
 ‘al fresco’ area
n Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)
n We host local birthday parties!
n Cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends
n Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!

182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 3637 Email info@cbtp.com.au

By JIM POULTER

Birrarung stories

By JO FRENCH

corner of my eye

By LINDA ROGAN

nature

WHEN British settlement in Australia 
began in 1788 the colonists were essen-
tially blind to Aboriginal technology. 
The manicured environment they saw 
had been carefully shaped by constant 
burning off and it looked for all the 
world like an English gentlman’s estate. 
However, it was nevertheless thought 
of as the “natural” state of affairs. 
These misapprehensions permeate 
our history books and continue to 
influence our thinking right up to the 
present day. So in this sense we have 
been brought up to be virtually blind 
to many aspects of our Aboriginal 
heritage.

It is exactly the same situation with 
Aboriginal trade and travel routes, 
which are known as Songlines. The 
reason they are called Songlines is 
because the landmarks, ecological 
features and creation stories along 
each route were coded into a song. 
Aboriginal people had to learn hun-
dreds of these songs that had verses 
patching into each other, thus enabling 

them to diverge at any given point onto 
a different trail and a different song.

These Songlines criss-crossed the 
whole of Australia with the important 
travel routes covering many hundreds 
of kilometres. These major Songlines 
were even coded celestially, so that the 
various landmarks were represented in 
the constellations. For instance, one 
such celestially coded Songline goes 
from Alice Springs to Byron Bay.

Now just pause and think about this 
for a minute. Why would people from 
Alice Springs want to travel to Byron 
Bay and vice versa? The answer is both 
simple and stunning. 

People from the central desert 
wanted to go to the far east coast to 
witness the local people working in co-
operation with dolphins to catch fish. 
Every dolphin was known by name and 
responded to their name in working 
as a team to drive shoals of fish to the 
shore. Aboriginal people would net 
the fish and then share the fish evenly 
with the dolphins. On the other side 

of the ledger people from the far east 
coast of Australia wanted to travel to 
the central desert to see the majestic 
Uluru for themselves. 

When settlers first arrived in Mel-
bourne in 1835 they simply got on their 
horses and in their carts and started 
spreading out into the hinterland. 
They of course followed the ridge 
lines, valley lines and easy contours 
that seemed to be remarkably free of 
trees and offered convenient travel 
routes. These Songlines then became 
established cart tracks and were pro-
gressively gravelled then bitumenised.

So while Melbourne itself was estab-
lished on a surveyed one mile square 
grid of north-south and east-west 
roads, all the meandering roads out of 
Melbourne were originally Aboriginal 
Songlines. If you take an aerial view in 
your mind’s eye, you can see all the 
main roads radiating out of Melbourne: 
Geelong Road, Ballarat Road, Calder 
Highway, Sydney Road, Plenty Road, 
Heidelberg Road, Maroondah Highway, 

Dandenong Road and Nepean Highway. 
They were all originally Songlines, but 
are not recognised as such, and our 
kids at school are not taught this part 
of our heritage.

It is in fact quite easy to identify 
Songlines and being on the Yarra, 
Warrandyte has an abundance of 
them. You can for instance be certain 
that any shallow rapids area on the 
Yarra was the point at which a Songline 
crossed the river. The street where the 
Police Station is situated is one such 
place where the Songline taking you to 
Research crossed the river to follow 
the Research-Warrandyte Road. Barely 
a couple of hundred metres further up 
where the bridge stands, is where the 
Songline to Kangaroo Ground starts. 
Take a trip along the Kangaroo Ground 
Road and see how it follows the ridge 
line and gives you 360 degree views. It 
is of course also a Songline.

Another good example is Tindals 
Road. Take your kids along it and enjoy 
the panoramic vistas to the east and 

west. Tell them, “Hey kids, this is an 
Aboriginal Songline, You know this be-
cause you can see for miles.” Originally 
the Tindals Road Songline branched 
off from Doncaster Road to follow Old 
Warrandyte Road. It then went past the 
Donvale Christian College, followed 
the ridge line and dropped down  into 
Pound Bend. However, it is now bisect-
ed by Warrandyte Road where a cutting 
has been put in.

Much of Warrandyte Road itself was 
also a Songline. The route followed the 
ridge line as it does today past War-
randyte High School, but the original 
Songline then followed Melbourne Hill 
Road. With a little bit of thought it is 
relatively easy to identify the original 
route of these Songlines by seeing 
where cuttings and diversions have 
been put in. 

So if you have any information 
that could help to map these local 
Songlines and restore knowledge of 
this part of our heritage, please let 
me know.

AS the new school year starts, each 
parent or caregiver who walks onto the 
school grounds or waits for children at 
the gate has an opportunity to be part 
of something very special that requires 
just a little effort.

For many, the start of school will 
bring the reunion of friends with sto-
ries to tell of summer holidays and the 
invitations for coffee and a catch-up 
will fly all around the school perimeter 
like seagulls at the beach.

Except for some – some will not re-
ceive those call outs and greetings, and 
this is our call to action. This is where 
we need to be on alert for the new prep 
parents, the new families to the school 
and the new arrivals to our country.

I was disturbed last year when, after 
many years of not being in the school 
yard environment, how very quickly I 

saw the groups form. My youngest was 
starting prep and I was back into the 
thick of things, still a little stunned as 
I saw the next 13 years and about 2500 
school lunches ahead of me.

Many parents knew each other from 
kinder or other year levels at school, 
and I could hear the ease in their 
greetings. I too knew a handful of the 
mums around me. But I noticed that a 
few stood a little way off, closer to the 
gate. The space between each of them 
was a little wider than it was in the fast 
growing inner circle. 

I saw the same pattern every day and 
it weighed heavily on my heart that 
the picture of our prep playground 
parents was a segmented one picture. 
Each one of the parents outside the 
inner circle were new arrivals from 
other countries. 

I introduced myself to each one of 
them including the father of a boy in 
my son’s class, Youssef. New arrivals 
from Egypt. It was a short conversation 
due to language but we had connected 
and it was the start. Over time lan-
guage and understanding grew. 

I checked in regularly with Youssef, 
as he found the school weekly news-
letter quite difficult to understand and 
the important dates and reminders 
were slipping by unnoticed. Then I got 
busy with my own friends and tasks.  
It was the last week of school, a free 
dress day, and his son turned up in uni-
form and saw a school yard filled with 
kids in coloured t-shirts. I happened to 
be near the gate and saw his little face 
as he registered what was happening 
and what he had missed. As his heart 
broke so did mine. Of course we had 

all reminded one another in everyday 
conversations because that’s how it 
works – we all need reminding, but in 
my busyness I had forgotten to step 
outside my own circle and check in 
with someone on the edge. 

That afternoon I asked Youssef what 
he missed most about Egypt. His reply 
stopped me dead in my tracks. He 
looked me in the eye and said quite 
sadly, “I miss when one person sits 
over there with a beer and someone 
else sits over here and tells a joke 
and everybody laughs.” They missed 
community, they missed friendships, 
parties and social gatherings – some-
thing most of us take for granted. I will 
never forget that moment – the raw 
honesty of it.

We invited his family to our home 
for Christmas and they accepted. 

Food was plenty and the drinks were 
cold, there were gifts and stories and 
jokes – we laughed, we ate and I quietly 
gave thanks to the little voice that had 
prompted me to make this happen.

Later that evening we received a text 
message that read, “This is the best 
day spending since we arrived in Aus-
tralia. God bless you and your family.”

The school may be our common 
place, where we easily take for granted 
the surety it brings to our routines, but 
each one of us can be part of turning 
it into an inclusive community. For 
many families it is the only place they 
have to form friendships. I encourage 
you to tune in, step outside your 
comfort zone, to offer friendship and 
see worlds change. You just may find 
your Christmas table is a little different 
this year.

A gardener’s guide to happiness Songlines in Warrandyte

Summer surprises

The nudge

CHRISTMAS Day started a summer of 
surprises for me.  After the excitement 
of grandchildren, packages, turkey, 
ham and salads,  all was quiet. In the 
back garden, sitting on a stump near 
my bee posts, I was startled by a loud 
buzzing and held my breath. A black 
bee with elegant white fur trim was 
hovering in front of my eyes, admiring 
herself in the reflection of my sunglass-
es, before returning to her nest:   she 
was a large native resin bee, the first 
for  this season. Nearby blue-banded 
bees zipped around the rock isotome 
blooms, males patrolling with great 
speed, searching for females and not 
stopping to sip the nectar. Photos were 
impossible. But more was to come in 
the days and nights ahead. 

Bees joust at dusk
In early January, just on dusk, I no-

ticed something extra on the flowering 
stems. Two furry blue-banded bees 
were grasping the stem with their jaws. 

As I watched, a third bee approached. 
Frantic thrashing of hairy legs, the 
original two defended their doss for 
the night. After much jousting the 
third bee found a spot where he was 

allowed to settle in, clinging only by 
his jaws. This is traditional rough 
sleeping for these bees and I am very 
excited to have them camping in my 
back garden. Some nights there have 
been as few as two or as many as nine. 
These blue-banded bees in my garden 
have bands that are off-white or very 
pale blue. If my timing is right, I watch 
their bedding-down hijinks play out. 
Now seven species of native bee roost 
in my garden. 
Cicadas sing

Have you taken note of the cicadas 
this summer? Many small ones have 
been singing gently, unlike their bigger 
cousins, which can be deafening. I 
always keep an eye and an ear out for 
different sorts.

A small but bright orange glow 
shown among the narrow green leaves 
of the river bottlebrush with bulging 
brown eyes and large clear wings, it 
was definitely a cicada but a new one to 
me. With photos taken, I consulted Dr 

David Emery, University of Sydney. He 
declared this one to be an undescribed 
species in the firetail group. 

David is working with Dr Lindsay 
Popple to identify the diversity and 
range of Australian cicadas. Dr Pop-
ple’s website shows a number of ci-
cadas known in Australia in nearly 90 
genera. www.dr-pop.net/cicada
A weevil with history

Many gray-green weevils have been 
seen on wattles this year. This Botany 
Bay weevil was one of the first insects 
collected and described by Joseph 
Banks in Botany Bay in 1770. Known 
in Victoria, I had only seen it further 
north in the state until this year. The 
adults clearly have an appetite for the 
young shoots of silver wattle (photo) 
chewing right through the stem and 
snipping them off. 

Reports from a local: Sally near 
Jumping Creek Road reports she saved 
an emperor gum moth from attack  by 
white-winged choughs in early Novem-

ber. When removed from the choughs’ 
vicinity it flew to the top of the gum-
trees apparently unharmed. Sally is 
also lucky enough to have a colony of 
bats, perhaps little forest bats, living in 
a large shed where bat boxes had been 
installed 10-12 years ago. They do not 
stay every night and she was not aware 
of them before this year.
The month ahead:

February begins late summer in the 
Middle Yarra Timelines Calendar. As 
children head back to school, we can 
expect some of the hottest days of 
summer. Most of the summer flowers 
and butterflies will be seen until severe 
heat and drying winds reduce their 
numbers. Hyacinth and ladies tresses 
orchids will give way to small white 
parson’s bands orchids. Keep a care-
ful eye on the Yarra near Warrandyte 
as this is the time of year for young 
playtpus to emerge. 

Feel free to report on your own War-
randyte wildlife. 
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Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

call 9844 3071
91-93 Melbourne Hill Rd

clinic@warrandytevet.com.au

warrandytevet.com.au

Committed to caring 
for all family pets

Yoga, meditation  
& creative dance

Release your stress
Improve your well being

Calm your mind in serene 
surroundings 

Classes for adults & children 

5a West End Rd, Warrandyte 

9844 1128 
bhavacentre@gmail.com

0408 592 795  
or 5786 5666

All aspects of  
gardening,  

brushcutting,  
chainsaw & odd jobs

Mowing
& 

Gardening

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490  
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L  W O R K  G U A R A N T E E D

Licensed Roof Plumbers

Taking new enrolments
Ballet, Tap, Jazz & Hip Hop. Pre-school to young teens

Call Nicole 0416 007711
Email: Nicole@sonicdance.com.au

Shire Floors
Sanding & polishing of all timber floors
Optional finishes including non-toxic

Call Chris

0437 751 100
or 9752 5019

Have you always wanted 
to write a short story? 
Perhaps you already have, 
but it remains tucked 
away in a drawer. After a 
well-earned break, “The 
Cliffy” is back for a second 
year. Why not enter your 
precious work in our short 
story competition? 
THE Cliffy – so named after cel-
ebrated screenwriter and the 
Diary founding father Cliff Green 
– is accepting entries of original, 
unpublished works not longer 
than 1,000 words, up until June 
30, 2017. (See entry form on Page 
23 for details.)

Inaugural Cliffy winner Antony 
Pollock received a $200 book 
voucher and was also given the 
opportunity to read his entry The 
Hermit at Warrandyte Festival’s 
Grand Read, in 2016. 

The Diary learned Antony had 
written the core of his story, 
about an old man who finds him-
self in a moral dilemma following 
his battle with a giant fish, when 
he was 12 years old. 

Event:  Children’s Programs – Minisports for preschoolers 
(Hero Kids); playgroups; Go Girls and Childrens Drawing

Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When:  Programs start January 30
For more information or to register:  9844 1839 or www.warran-
dyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au or admin@wnh.org.au 

Event: Parent & Child Exercise (Nia)
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When:  Term starts Wednesday February 8
Time: 9:15-10:15am
Cost: 8 weeks - $121
For more information or to register: 9844 1839
www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au or admin@wnh.
org.au 

Event:  Blues Bothers Trivia Quiz
Place: RSL Warrandyte 
When: Saturday February 11
Time: 5pm – Bookings essential on 9844 3567
Bring a plate and bring a mate. Everyone welcome.

Event: Film Society – The Piano
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Friday February 17
Time: 7pm for 7:30pm start
Cost: Membership till the end of June, just $25
For more information or to register: 9844 1839
www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au or admin@wnh.
org.au 

Event:  Free Reign
Place: Warrandyte Mechanics Hall
When: Saturday February 25
Time: 7:30 pm (doors open 7pm)
Cost: Full $25, Conc. $20, Child $10, Family $60
Bookings: 0401 167 223, warrandytemusic@gmail.com 
Folk meets Chamber Music – unique and scintillating music with 
guitar, cello, violin, viola, accordion, keyboard and vocals.
Event: Paulie Bignell – The Thornbury Two
Place: RSL Warrandyte
When: Sunday February 26
Time: 4-8pm
Come along and enjoy Paulie. BYO nibbles platter welcome. 
Sausage sizzle at 6pm. Drinks at bar prices. Band box donation. 
All welcome.

Event: Pancakes for Share Appeal
Place: Quniton’s Supa IGA
When: Saturday March 4
Time: 10am-1pm
The Uniting Church is again selling pancakes for the Share Appeal 
to help less fortunate people. Come along and enjoy a pancake 
with the locals.

Event:  Brain Gym – help to get you organised, thinking clearly 
and switched on for any activity

Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 
When: Saturday March 4 

Time: 1-4:30pm
Cost: $45
For more information or to register: 9844 1839
www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au or admin@wnh.
org.au 

Event: Life Assist
Place: Warrandyte Neighbourhood House
When: Wednesday March 8 

Time: 11:30am
Cost: $5.00
For more information or to register: 9844 1839
www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au or admin@wnh.
org.au 

buzz about town

The Cliffy is back!
It’s never too late, or too early, 

to put pen to paper. The winner of 
the 2015/16 Cliffy Encouragement 
Award was eight-year-old Keira 
Edmonds. 

By way of encouragement, we 
repeat these words by Amer-
ican novelist and short story 

writer Stephen King (author of 
the exceptional On Writing: A 
memoir of the craft): “You can, 
you should, and if you’re brave 
enough to start, you will.”

We look forward to receiving 
your entries.

By Cherie Moselen

It’s “literarily” time!



22 Warrandyte Diary February 2017 February 2017 Warrandyte Diary 23

crumbed scallops, pickled ginger, 
carrot, daikon, spring onion and 
coriander. This was the standout for 
the entire Friday night feast, along 
with the 10 out of 10 summer salad 
of organic baked beetroots as a side 
and a bottle of Boat O’Craig 2013 
Shiraz to wash it all down.

Mains were a mixed bag of good-
ness. Mrs Fettucine chose the Beer 

Battered Tiger Flathead fillets with a 
salad comprising roquette, shaved 
fennel, ruby grapefruit, radish, red 
onion, soft herbs and dressing. Mine 
was picked from the standard menu 
– a melt-in-the-mouth 12-hour beef 
brisket ($33) sitting on a spinach 
and parsley puree, buttermilk onion 
rings, grilled field mushroom and a 
braising reduction so good you have 
to refrain from licking the plate. 

Dessert was a tragedy – only be-
cause we’d overloaded and couldn’t 
squeeze another thing in; however, 
it serves as a good tip to go easy 
on lunch prior to doing the Grand 
Hotel Warrandyte dinner experience 
as the desserts are now famous far 
and wide. 

Our bill for the night was $140-ish: 
a beaut bottle of red with an entrée 
and two delish and filling mains. 

Grand serves all round

Connecting Business Lunch
Wednesday 22 February, 12.00 pm - 2.00 pm 

Manningham Civic Centre, 699 Doncaster Road, Doncaster 

Join other Manningham business people and create 
relationships to grow your business over a light lunch.

Cost: $25

Bookings essential, visit www.manninghambusiness.com.au 

 THIS month our fabulous foodie, 
Basil, visits our local watering hole 
before heading down to the IGA 
to talk to chef Dave about their 
new deli. 

LET’S wind back the clock as you 
jump into my time machine, the 
Galloping Gastronomer, and we twist 
the dial to the 1970s and type in the 
words “Grand Hotel Warrandyte”. 

I may be wrong, but I should be 
right: once you trudge through the 
sticky carpet and push through the 

smell of stale ashtrays and beer 
spills from the night before, you sit 
down with a menu boasting such 
pub grub classics as a Steak Sanga, 
Bangers and Mash, Chicken Parma, 
maybe a Roast of the Day and a Fish 
‘n’ Chips special. Am I close?

Now let’s jump back to present day 
and see how times have changed.

The scene at our trusty local is 
vastly different. It’s certainly more 
modern, is a bustling hive of activity 
and the summer menu is something 
to savour, with even the front bar of-

fering pulled pork sliders and angus 
beef burgers – well, clearly pub grub 
has transformed into something 
more elaborate.

So what’s on the menu? It’s well 
worth looking up at the pub’s official 
website to salivate over all the offer-
ings, but let’s go with our choices 
this Friday night just gone. 

Entrée. We were swayed by the 
Chef’s Suggestions and shared the 
Panko Crumbed Scallop Baos ($16), 
tasty little morsels (two) delivered 
via steamed Asian buns filled with 

With BASIL FETUCCINE

dining

Dave’s deli magic 
QUINTON’S IGA’s kitchen plans 

are still coming along and until 
then Chef Dave is taking a hands-on 
approach in the deli teaching the 
crew different fresh salads, which 
are being served up fresh daily. The 
IGA team is also making deli-made 
quiches for which Yours Truly gives 
a big tick of approval.

Quinton’s is also the face of the 
new IGA Family Program which is 
designed to teach children about 
where their food comes from.  

“Worldwide studies have shown 
children don’t understand about 
paddock to plate as many are grow-
ing up in big cities with no access 
to farms - only supermarkets,” head 
honcho Julie Quinton said. 

“We will be supplying recipes for 
the website from time to time with 
an emphasis on Australian, ethical 
and humane. IGA has brought out 
a line of ethical products under the 
Community Co label. Over 80% of 
the products are fully Australian 
and the rest are products not being 
produced in Australia. The Com-
munity Co products only contain 
sustainable palm oil, too, so I’m 
pretty excited they’re finally taking 
this direction.”

Well done Julie and team!

The Grand’s kitchen is a hive 
of hard work and happiness
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Need some help recovering from the school 
holidays?? 

If the body feels like it needs a tune up after after those long 
days in the yard or on the couch, pop into Warrandyte 

Osteopathy for a treatment and let us help you!

We treat everything from headaches and jaw pain to ankle 
and toe issues.

We are open 6 days a week, so either call us on 9844 2465, 
go online to melbourneosteopathy.org and follow the 

prompts or pop in to make a booking with one of our fantastic 
osteopaths. 

Shop 2, 90-92 
Melbourne Hill Road

Warrandyte, 3113
(Next to Ruby Tuesday)

Proudly supporting the community since 2002

New doctors  
now taking new patients

 
Dr Andrew Perrignon

Dr Libby Rochstein 
Dr Esther Ko 

Dr Paul Proimos
Dr Irina Fast

Dr Ashraf Zakhary

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients
OPEN 

Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm
Saturday – 9am to 12pm

Warrandyte  
Consulting Rooms

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943
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Lions Australia is the 18th oldest club in operation.  

Call Bill Gerritsen 0429 325 166DID YOU KNOW

Hi Carolyn. We’re thinking 
of trying a Mediterranean 
cruise but we’re not sure 
we want to go on one of 
those huge ships where you 

might share the experience with 
two thousand other passengers. 
Are there smaller boats that might 
offer a more intimate experience? 
(David, Warrandyte)

Hi David!  Cruising has be-
come an enormously popu-
lar concept in recent years. 
You only unpack once as 
they say, and as a kind of 

floating hotel, cruising offers a really 
relaxing holiday. However, as you’ve 
indicated, the bigger ships don’t suit 
everybody.

There certainly are, you’ll be glad 
to hear, much smaller boats that 
offer the more intimate experience 
you are looking for, without sacrific-
ing comfort.

Peregrine have recently released a 
new program of cruise itineraries in 
boats ranging from 31 to 49 passen-
gers, so you would certainly have the 
opportunity to get to know each and 
every one of your fellow passengers. 
And with small boats you can access 
tiny ports in all the gorgeous coastal 
towns of the Mediterranean; it only 
takes a few minutes for all the pas-
sengers to get off and on the boat.

Each of the boats is comfortably 
appointed, with each cabin enjoying 
a sea view and a private ensuite. The 
boats have lovely dining areas and 
beautiful upper decks upon which 
you can enjoy your cruise with a 
Pimms in hand.

Peregrine’s itineraries are a little 
different in that they use the boats 
as a really comfortable way of tak-
ing you from one place to another, 
but the focus of each itinerary is 
on getting everyone off the boat to 
experience the destination itself at 
first hand.

Peregrine has always been about 
experiencing local cultures and 
meeting the local people, taking in 
the history and sights while enjoying 
sumptuous local food and wines. 
They have fabulous cruise itinerar-
ies covering Spain and Portugal, the 
Greek Islands, Croatia and the stun-
ning Adriatic coastline, as well as 
others including Cuba and Iceland.

If you want to cruise without the 
crowds, small ship cruising may be 
the perfect option for you.

Our travel expert, Carolyn Allen 
is Manager of Warrandyte Travel 
and Cruise.

Contact her on Carolyn@warran-
dytetravel.com.au

Cruise 
conundrum

This month’s 
guest travel 
writer goes on 
a gastronomical 
adventure to 
Scandinavia
Words and pictures  
by DEBI SLINGER 
AS a foodie, I was looking forward 
to my dining experiences in Iceland. 
Sitting in the now trendy and hip city 
of Reykjavik at a popular restaurant I 

perused the menu with an eagerness 
to enjoy the spoils of Icelandic culi-
nary delights. The main courses had 
me on the back foot straight away. 
Hákarl is shark flesh that is buried 
in the ground and urinated on before 
covering it over for a few months to 
ferment. Pass. Minke Whale – Pass. 
Puffin – Pass. Fish Stomach – Pass.

But all was not lost, there were oth-
er more well-known dishes that I was 
familiar with so I chose a lamb curry, 
which was one of the best I’d tasted 
anywhere in the world; however, it 
was served on a slab of rock, which 
I later discovered was because the 
locals like to be “creative” in how 
they serve their food. 

The name Iceland conjures up 
images of imposing ice formations, 
northern lights, glaciers, geothermal 
spas, geysers, majestic waterfalls, 
moss-covered lava and glacial la-
goons. These extraordinary diverse 
landscapes inspire a sense of discov-
ery, awe and pure delight. I thought 
I was prepared for what Iceland has 
to offer but the natural beauty, vast-
ness and what seemed never-ending 
dramatic landscapes around every 
corner to this day still feed my wan-
derlust soul.

The colours of Iceland took my 
breath away. In the summer light, 
there is warmth and a richness near 
the water. Inland is green with soar-
ing jagged cliffs, ice topping the ridg-
es, waterfalls tumbling randomly. 

I was fortunate enough to travel 
in July and having watched Iceland 
(pronounced “iss-land”) defeat 
England in the European Cup only 
a few weeks before, my group was 
excited that we would be in the town 
of Akureyri when Iceland played 
France in the quarter final. Later 
we were in Reykjavik for the return 
of the soccer team. If you’d like to 
see how a country unites, Google 
“thunderclap”. With long days in July 
it’s hard to stop exploring until you 
realise that it’s 1am and probably 
should get some shut eye. 

Since the economic crisis of 2008, 
the currency in Iceland has dropped 
by half but these days the prices 
have risen on imported goods and 
it’s not uncommon to pay $30 for a 
hamburger (damn fine one I might 
add). 

There are plenty of excellent 
hotels, hostels and guesthouses. 
However, I highly recommend farm-
stays if you want to learn more about 
the locals, who are generous, kind 
and extremely honest. Most people 
speak English, but if not, a smile and 
knowing a few words will get you by.

As for speaking the language – I can 
still only say three words – Reykja-
vik, Akureyri and Elska (love). It’s 
not an easy language to the Austra-
lian ear.

Although we were travelling in July, 
we could be wearing a t-shirt one 
day and all of our winter clothes the 
next. That diversity in climate and 
conditions made me fall in love with 
it even more and I know you will too.

Icelandic adventure

AS mentioned in the December 
issue of the Diary, Crystal Brook 
Tourist Park has created a fantastic 
new off-leash area for their four-
legged visitors.

The new area was meant to take 
place before Christmas but was 
postponed due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances.

The Diary has been notified that 
the grand opening will now take 

place on Saturday February 11 from 
10am to 3pm.

The day will be a fundraiser for 
a local animal rescue group, with 
activities such as a sausage sizzle 
and mini pet-expo.

Danielle Green, Member for Yan 
Yean, will officially open the off-
leash area where pets will be able 
to relax and socialise during their 
stay at the park.

Dog day afternoon
By JAMES POYNER

online
your digital local paper
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You’re in safe hands
PAUL J. GILLING

REBECCA VAN DER JAGT 
B.Sc, B.AppSc, Grad Dip Manip Therapy MAPA

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre 
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566

Member of Manipulative Physiotherapists Association of Australia

ELECTRICIAN
▲ Domestic  
▲ Commercial
▲ Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas

bradley curtis

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979
NO JOB TOO SMALL

REC no. 6161

All types of  
glass, glazing,  

mirrors, shower 
screens

WARRANDYTE 
✷✷ GLASS ✷✷

Terry Ryan
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
 •  Taxation Return Preparation
 •  Electronic Lodgement Service
 •  Accounting & Business Consultants

COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC REPAIRS

Economical Repairs to:
 TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi, Computers, Telephones,  
 Electronic Equipment, Appliances
Computers: Laptops & Desktops Telephones:
 Repairs, Advice, Cleanup Moves, New Batteries 
 Virus Removal, Wi-Fi Extra Phone Sockets 
 Broadband Installation ACA Licensed Cabler

DAVID HOGG 9844 2360

CHAUFFURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely in style & comfort. 
Airport transfer, parties, weddings. 
City & suburb to suburb. Up to 6 
passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801.

Port Douglas By The Beach 100m 
2 SelfContained Units Pool spa 2 
bed unit & 1 bed with spa BBQ area 
car space. Kvanscoy@tpg.com.au 
0409 359 240.

SAFE AND SOUND PET CARE 
We care for your pet when you 
cannot be there. Honest, reliable 
and professional care in your own 
home. Call Norma 0409 137 246.

A PA RT M E N T  F O R  R E N T 
Large l iv ing area,  k i tchen, 
bathroom, one bedroom. Looking 
for reliable, trustworthy tenant.  
Contact Jane  0422 942 216 or 
jannois@bigpond.comor

DIARY MINI ADS

painting & 
decorating

Andrew John
Managing Director

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au

w: fourwallspainting.com.au

WELCOME to 2017 and our new 
finance column. Each month this 
column will aim to address the ev-
er-changing landscape of financial 
planning, accounting and mortgage 
brokering.

 

Are you getting the 
right advice?

I was going to write my first article 
on the recent changes to super-
annuation but after speaking to a 
local semi-retired lady, I decided to 
change tack. She made the comment 
that it is hard to know who to seek 
advice from and whether or not 
that person a) knows what they are 
talking about and b) can be trusted.   
I felt it best to address her concerns.  
She went on to explain how the ad-
vice she had received a few years 
back ended up being inaccurate and 
costing her a lot of money that she 
did not have at the time.   Does that 
sound like a familiar story to you?

As such, I thought I would write my 
first column on advice itself. After 
all, everybody needs it, most people 
don’t bother looking for it, and some 
who find it are rewarded for the ef-
fort.  Advice or wisdom, the gain of 
it, apparently is better than gold or 
silver.  Ironically, most people, when 
seeking advice, do so to create more 
gold or silver.  Is there irony in that?  
Maybe something to ponder?

In my 15 years of providing advice 
I often hear of the “bad” stories and 
the damage that bad advice can 
cause. When it happens it is hard 
for some of those people affected 
to bounce back from it.

Before I became a financial planner, 
I watched as some of my friends lost 
huge amounts of money, some their 

homes, and others their marriages, 
all because of bad dishonest advice 
provided to them.

They had all followed the advice of 
someone whom we all thought was 
trustworthy. Only later did we find 
out the “investment” was a “scheme” 
or, more accurately, a “scam” and 
the person who everyone believed 
was provided the “right advice” was 
not who he said he was. The scam 
was high risk and the returns never 
eventuated.

ASIC, at the time, did not have the 
measures in place to help people 
know if a person was able to provide 
certain advice.  It was a hard lesson 
to learn for all involved, and provid-
ed me with an early insight into the 
importance and responsibility one 
has of managing people’s money and 
providing the “right advice”. Sad to 
say, some of my friends have never 
recovered from that incident, even 
now after 15 years. 

You might have been picking up 
that I have been using the term, the 
“right advice” throughout the arti-
cle. The Corporations Act does not 
require the advice to be “the best” 
as there may be a range of options 

available to a person and any one of 
those options might be “right” for 
them. However, the Corporations 
Act does specify the advice must be 
“appropriate” for the client and be 
in the “best interest” of the client. It 
must stand up to the “Best Interest 
Duty” test.

So, how do you know who to seek 
advice from? The first place to start 
is to visit the ASIC website. On the 
right of the website ASIC provides 
registers for you to search with one 
of those being the “Professionals 
register”.

The Professionals Register will al-
low you to search to see if the person 
you may seek advice from is either 
a licensed financial planner (select 
“Australian Financial Services Au-
thorised Representative”) and/or an 
accredited mortgage broker (select 
“Credit Representative”).

For financial planners, ASIC has 
taken it one step further and now 
provides a link to the money smart 
website, which enables you to view 
the adviser’s areas of expertise.

The next step you must take is to 
read the financial planners’ Financial 
Services Guide (FSG) or the mort-
gage brokers’ Credit Guide. If the 
financial planner and/or mortgage 
broker do not provide this docu-
ment, then do not deal with them.  
If they cannot supply the document 
then it is likely they are unable to 
provide advice to you. The FSG and 
Credit Guide should also list those 
areas in which the adviser can pro-
vide advice. Make sure you read it.  
It is an important document.

With accountants, it had been a lit-
tle grey as to what advice they could 
or could not provide. Previously, 
ASIC had carved out exemptions 
for accountants, which allowed 
them to provide certain financial 
planning advice without the need 

to be licensed e.g. SMSF advice.  
With the changes that occurred 
on the July 1 2016, any accountant 
wishing to provide financial planning 
advice must now be registered as a 
financial planner. ASIC has removed 
any ambiguity around who can and 
cannot provide advice by removing 
the exemptions that used to apply 
to accountants.  For example, if 
your accountant wishes to discuss 
anything to do with super, pensions, 
super contributions, or SMSFs then 
they must be a registered financial 
planner. If they do not appear on 
the ASIC “Australian Financial Ser-
vices Authorised Representative” 
register they cannot and should not 
be providing advice pertaining to 
those areas. 

Also, it is not good enough for 
accountants to simply belong to a 
certain association (e.g. SMSF As-
sociation), or state they have “SMSF 
Specialist Accreditation”. They must 
be properly licensed to provide ad-
vice. I spoke to an accounting firm’s 
staff last year about this very issue.  
The staff were under the impression 
the accountant could provide SMSF 
advice because he was a member 
of the SMSF Association. They did 
not understand that their boss had 
to be licensed and was actually 
breaking the law each time he was 
continuing to provide advice. After 
speaking with the accountant him-
self I could understand why his staff 
were confused – the accountant did 
not think he needed to be licensed,   
“My clients won’t complain so what 
is the issue?” Ouch.

In summary, the ASIC website is a 
great place to start to determine if 
an adviser can provide advice to you 
and whether or not they can provide 
advice in a particular area.

Trust is so important. Intrinsically, 
we want to be able to trust people, 

to believe in them, to know they 
have our best interest at heart. Find 
a trustworthy person and hold on 
to them. Remember, anyone can 
learn a skill but character is usually 
defined early on. Seek advice from 
those people who are of good char-
acter and who have other people’s 
interests at heart. I hope you “find 
the right advice”. 

We want this column to be as 
relevant as possible to you, our 
readership, so we invite you to 
write in with your responses and/
or to ask any questions that you 
would like answered. 

Warren Strybosch is a local who 
has been providing advice for over 
15 years, lectures, has written 
financial planning courses, is 
married to Joanna, and they have 
three lovely children.

This information is of a general nature 
only and has been prepared without 
taking into account your particular 
financial needs, circumstances and 
objectives. While every effort has been 
made to ensure the accuracy of the infor-
mation, it is not guaranteed. You should 
obtain professional advice before acting 
on the information contained in this 
publication. Warren Strybosch, Find 
Wealth Pty Limited ABN 20 140 585 075, 
Corporate Authorised Representative No. 
236815 of ClearView Financial Advice 
Pty Ltd ABN 89 133 593 012, AFSL No. 
331367.

Find the right advice
By WARREN STRYBOSCH

finance

“any accountant  
wishing to provide 
financial planning 
advice must now 
be registered as a 
financial planner”

www.asic.gov.au
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WARRANDYTE made a clean sweep at the 
2016 Manningham Business Excellence 
Awards, with local restaurant and winery 
Olivigna winning the 2016 Business of the 
Year Award. 
More Warrandyte businesses were highly 
commended in the awards, including The 
White Owl, Warrandyte Quality Meats 
and Ivory Hearing, Warrandyte’s premier 
hearing clinic. 

The Diary sat down with the team from 
Ivory Hearing to talk all about business, 
and what their high commendation means. 

Tell me a little about the story of Ivory 
Hearing. When did this all begin?

Ivory Hearing was established by me and my 
wife, Shuey. Shuey graduated as an audiologist 
from the University of Melbourne with a Mas-
ter’s degree in Audiology. Before starting Ivory 

Hearing, Shuey noticed that many people with 
hearing loss are frustrated with their hearing, 
mainly due to the lack of affordable choice 
and on-going support. Most of them stopped 
seeking help or kept their hearing aids in the 
drawers. We want to change that.

With her strong desire to improve people’s 
quality of life and her audiological experience, 
Shuey and I decided to start our own hearing 
clinic in Warrandyte that puts people’s needs 
first, delivers excellent service and provides 
long term support.

For those in Warrandyte that are yet to 
use your services, what is Ivory Hearing 
all about?

Ivory Hearing is an independent hearing 
clinic that helps people find solutions to their 
hearing issues, by providing professional 
advice in a caring and friendly environment. 

One in six Australians are currently affected 

by various hearing difficulties, and the rate is 
rising fast. It is our mission to make it easy for 
people to seek help and get the best outcome 
in reconnecting them with the world around 
them. We also treat everyone like a friend; 
quite a few of the locals visit us once in a while 
to have casual chit-chats, and we love it!

What’s great about having your services 
based in Warrandyte?

We chose Warrandyte as our “second home” 
because Warrandyte is filled with wonderful 
people and beautiful sounds – the birdsongs, 
flowing river, the clippety-cloppety of the 
horses. The community and local businesses 
have been showering us with kindness, sup-
port and word-of-mouth referrals. Being in 
Warrandyte also allows us to contribute back 
to the community in various ways. We have 
attended local clubs to raise hearing aware-
ness, contributed to local events, organised 

home visits to those without transportation 
and promoted local shops. So, thanks for being 
so nice to us, Warrandyte!

In 2016, Ivory Hearing was commended in 
the 2016 Manningham Business Excellence 
Awards. What does the accolade mean to you 
and your business? 

We are honoured to have won the Personal 
Services Business of the Year in 2015 and 
Highly Commended for Business Excellence 
in 2016. 

This award recognises and rewards our 
commitment to our excellent hearing services. 
Since we still have room for improvement, we 
will continue to strive for excellence in help-
ing more and more people with their hearing 
issues. Ivory Hearing is also now a committee 
member of MBEA 2017. We aim to contribute 
back to the awards by providing insights from 
a past applicant/winner’s point of view.

Ivory Hearing commended at awards
By SAMMI TAYLOR

ONE of Warrandyte’s favourite sons was 
honoured with a fabulous motorcycle funeral 
procession that roared through the township 
on Tuesday December 13.

Mark “Benschy” Bensch’s coffin was aboard a motorcycle hearse as it 
led a cortège of over 40 motorcycles through the village after a touching 
memorial service at the local footy club.

The footy club wasn’t big enough to hold the crowd of over 600 people 
and the crowd spilled out on both sides of the clubrooms. Locals mixed 
with Mark’s biker mates as his family and friends paid tribute to a life well 
lived.

Mark was killed as he rode his beloved motorcycle from Springvale 
Road onto the Eastern Freeway. It was stated that Mark died doing the 
thing that he loved and no one at the service disagreed with that obser-
vation.

Mark was the third son of Howard and Joyce Bensch. His brother Gary 
has already passed on and a touching tribute by Mark’s only surviving 
brother, Ian, was read to the attendees.

Mark’s four daughters, Jessica, Carly, Sarah and Hannah, all spoke 
proudly of their father and he would have been proud of them too.

Mark’s motorcycle club mate Neil Carter kept the crowd in stitches as 
he recounted some of Mark’s cheeky adventures. The service music was 
a soundtrack of his life, as some of Mark’s favourite tracks were played, 
featuring Led Zeppelin, Crosby Stills and Nash and The Doors.

Mark played football and basketball for Warrandyte and was a member 
of the infamous Bay 13 group of football barrackers. He met his wife Sha-
ron when she worked at The Golden Gate Milk Bar. They were married in 
1982 and raised their brood of four girls at their family home in Bracken-
bury Street. Mark was always a loving and supportive father and Sharon 
considered him to be her “rock”.

People were saddened that Mark was taken early but there was laughter 
and friendship in the air as people gathered to honour Mark for drinks 
and food at the R.S.L. Clubrooms.

As for Mark’s last ride through the township, well, that was nothing 
short of spectacular. Benschy would have loved it!

Benschy’s last ride
Words and pictures by BILL HUDSON-MCAULEY  
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Micky’s Fitness

Let’s face it most of us only think about insurance after something goes 
wrong. With the bushfire season upon us, it’s timely to think about the 
protection of your home, contents or investment property. 
And knowing you’re biggest assets are properly covered is important.

To review your insurance needs, obtain a quote or arrange cover to protect 
your home and lifestyle drop into your nearest branch at 144 Yarra Street, 
Warrandyte or phone 9844 2233.

bendigobank.com.au

Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch

A timely reminder.
Is the home insurance you have the insurance 
you need?

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit 
Licence 237879. Bendigo Bank acts under its own AFSL and under an agreement CGU. 
You should consider the Product Disclosure Statement before making a decision. 
Bendigo Bank does not guarantee any benefits payable under a policy or repayment of 
any premium and will receive a commission from CGU for arranging insurance. 
S55762-2 (331555_v4) (24/01/2017)

AUSTRALIA Day weekend saw the 
world’s biggest junior basketball 
tournament played across Mel-
bourne, with 1,300 teams from 
across Australia and New Zealand 
taking part.

Warrandyte Venom had several 
teams playing in the competition 
including the 12.1 boys (pictured). 

For some of the 12.1 boys, it was 
their first Rep tournament. 

“It was the closest tournament that 
I have ever been involved in, with 
every game having lead changes 
and being decided by less than ten 
points,” coach Ryan Holloway said.

After the pool games, Warrandyte 
12.1 had won five of their six games, 
losing one by only one point. 

In the semi-final, scores were tied 
with 42 seconds remaining. 

Then Waverley scored what ap-
peared to be the winning goal, until it 
was found that they had six players 
on the court.

The goal was disallowed.
With 0.1 sec to go Warrandyte 

Venom player, Morgan Hansen, was 
fouled.

He goes to the line, hits the first 
shot.

Warrandyte win, off to the Grand 
Final. 

In the Grand Final, Warrandyte 
makes a great start but Keilor comes 
back to go into the second half with 
a two point lead.

The teams are evenly matched and 
score basket for basket, then Venom 
go on a run and get 10 points up.

Slowly Keilor try to bridge the gap 
with the clock stopping regularly, 
making the last few minutes feel like 
an eternity.

Warrandyte hold strong and score 
another basket to secure a 34-27 
Grand Final win. 

To the boys’ credit, before they 
celebrated, they shook the Keilor 
team’s hands and thanked the Refs.

A number of other teams from 
Warrandyte Venom also made it to 
their respective Grand Finals.

Champions!
Venom 16.5 and 14.2 went on to win 

their tournament while 14.3 put up a 
great fight but lost their Grand Final 
by six points. 

Venom’s slam-dunk 
victory at grand final

Warrandyte Tennis 
Hot Shots a big hit on 

Rod Laver Arena!
By MICHELLE PARKER

By JEB HESLOP
FOUR groups of young tennis play-
ers from the ANZ Tennis Hot Shots 
program took over both Rod Laver 
Arena and Margaret Court Arena 
last Thursday as Tennis Australia 
renamed Australia Day the “Tennis 
Guru Day”.

Forty players aged seven to nine 
from Warrandyte Tennis Club, War-
randyte Primary School and Milgate 
Primary School participated in the 
Tennis Guru Hot Shots program on 
centre court.

The demonstrations highlighted 
some of the activities the young 
tennis players learn in the Hot Shots 
coaching program.

For half an hour the kids, aged be-
tween seven and nine years, demon-
strated their skills to the crowd.

They were then followed by the 
professionals in their Australian 
Open matches.

While the kids strutted their stuff, 
coach Craig Haslam was interviewed 
by Tennis Australia for big screen 
crosses at the change of ends. 

“These kids ran onto a huge stadi-
um and played the game of tennis 
completely independent of adult 
support for 30 minutes.

The demonstration was not re-
hearsed, it was just kids having the 
time of their life playing tennis. I was 
so proud of them,” said Mr Haslam.

 He must have heard the words 
“they are so cute” at least a hundred 
times that morning.

The Hot Shots tennis program 
demonstrations are a regular feature 
of the Australian Open and other 
demonstrations took part on the 
other major courts throughout the 
Grand Slam.
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Warrandyte girls 
soar at nationals

Park Orchards 
teen has a Gift 
for running
By SANDI MILLER

PARK Orchards teen sprint-sensation 
Harrison Kerr beat an experienced 
field to win the 2017 Wangaratta Gift.

Coming off a handicap of 9.5 me-
tres, Kerr surprised many to beat 
2012 winner Cam Dunbar and Stawell 
Gift regular Kevin Brittian to take the 
$4,000 prize money.

“I just ran as hard as I could, I had 
warmed up really well and after a 
similar start to the rest of the field, 
I pushed as hard as I could until the 
end,” Kerr said.

The tight field saw the young Kerr 
throw himself towards the line to take 
the tape on the 120 metre race.

“Harry did a spectacular throw 
of himself over the line to clench 
the win by a whisker – somersault 
of the day!” said his proud mother, 
Jan Kerr.

The year 12 student says he plans to 
put the money towards buying a car.

Athletics roundup

By CALLUM O’CONNOR

TWO Warrandyte-born girls were 
among the winners at the Australian 
All School Athletics competition, 
which took place in Canberra in 
early January.

Nicole Reynolds, 17, and Abbey 
Caldwell, 15, returned home with 
medals after competing in hurdling 
and middle distance events respec-
tively.

Nicole earned her spot at the 
national event while representing 
Yarra Valley Grammar school at 
the Victorian All Schools Athletics 
competition held in November 2016.

At the November event, she 
claimed gold in the Under-18’s cat-
egory for the 100 metre women’s 
hurdles and bronze in the 100 metre 
flat race.

At the Australian All Schools Ath-
letics competition, she won a silver 
medal in the Under-18 100 metre 
hurdles and finished seventh in the 
100 metre flat race. 

She capped off a great week with a 
silver medal in the Victorian team 4 
x 100 metre relay. 

Middle-distance runner Abbey 
earned national selection after win-
ning gold in the 3000 metre event 
at a state level while representing 
Doncaster Secondary College.

She put in another outstanding 
performance in the same event in 
the national race, running a PB of 
9.59 and winning bronze.

By CALLUM O’CONNOR

WARRANDYTE athlete Emily Sharpe, 
17, recently competed in the Rye 
Gift.

Running in the Under-20 All Com-
ers 800 metre, she finished in sixth 
place, giving her the all-important 
handicap time for the upcoming 
Stawell Gift.

Not to be outdone, younger broth-
er Nick has been selected in the 
Under-14 Yarra Junior Football 
League Development Squad where 
his athletic abilities have shone.  

SOME of Warrandyte’s up and coming athletes shone among an 
interstate field at the Doncaster Open Day held December 3 2016.
Under-six Macey Hansen had a great day at her first open, win-
ning gold in the long jump and bronze in the 70-metre flat race.
Under-11 runner Rhianna Cummings had another great day 
with two fourth place finishes in the 200 and 400 metre events.

In the Under-16s, Hugh Parrott claimed two record times at the 
Doncaster Athletics Centre in the 400 and 800 metre distances.
In the weeks leading up to the open day, teammate Ben Munks 
set three different records in the javelin before going on to take 
the gold. He also came first in the 1500 metre race at the open 
day. 

Budding athletes shine 
at open day

One Sharpe  
sporting family

By CALLUM O’CONNOR

Ben Munks Macey Hansen receiving her gold medal

Image courtesy The Border Mail
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On your marks Warrandyte

WE’RE a few days into February al-
ready, and let’s face it, quite a few of 
us will have broken our New Year’s 
resolutions.

We made them with good intentions, 
promising ourselves that this year 
would be different to all the others, 
that we’d finally find a diet we could 
stick to, get leaner, get fitter, start a 
decent training program and go to the 
gym more often.

Then life gets in the way.
Whether you’re still going strong 

By CHRIS SHARP

fitness New Year’s resolutions
with your resolutions, you’ve fallen 
off the wagon, or you’re just about 
clinging on to your goals by your 
fingertips, this is for you.

Write down your goals
They say “a goal is just a dream 

until it’s written down” and how of-
ten do your dreams come true?

If you’ve not written down ev-
erything you want to achieve in 
2017 yet, go and do it now. Grab a 
pen and paper, and either 10 small 
sticky notepads or 10 sheets of pa-
per, and write your goals down on 
every single one, then stick them 
places you’ll see them every day.

This could be inside the fridge, 
on the bathroom mirror, in your 
car, at your desk, or in your draw-
er. Wherever you decide, just make 
sure your goals are always at the 
top of your mind.

Make it attainable
 You’d probably love to squat 150 

kg’s, or win an international phy-
sique competition, but it’s a better 
idea to start small with your goals.

Whatever your ultimate aim is, 
scale that back to something you 
can achieve within the year. Then 
get even smaller and find a goal 
for three months’ time. Finally give 

yourself smaller weekly and even 
daily goals.

Reaching these keeps you moti-
vated and on track to your bigger 
aspirations.

Get social support
You can’t get where you want to 

be on your own, no matter how 
dedicated and disciplined you are, 
so make sure you have a strong so-
cial support network in place.

Tell your family about what you 
want to do this year, and explain 
how important it is to you. With 
their support you’re far more likely 
to succeed.

Look at your friends too – are 
they fit, healthy and focused on 
their health, or are they lazy, pre-
fer to go drinking than hit the gym, 
and don’t care at all about their 
nutrition? If so, it might be time to 
make a few new friends too. Defi-
nitely don’t ditch your old ones, 
but perhaps look at getting more 
involved with people at the gym 
who have common goals.

Stay accountable
As useful as friends and family 

can be, sometimes you need to 
have an objective second party to 
give advice, to congratulate you 

when you’ve done well, and to give 
you some harsher words when you 
need a kick. This is where a coach 
can become invaluable.

Even if you can’t quite stretch to 
a coach financially, get an account-
ability partner and check in with 
each other every week. Essentially 
you coach each other. Having that 
decision-making process taken 
away from you and given to some-
one else is surprisingly helpful.

Be flexible
You’ll never have the perfect sit-

uation where you can make every 
single gym session on time and 
have as long there as you want. 
You won’t get unlimited time for 
meal preparation, and things will 
get in the way. 

Injuries, work commitments and 
a busy family life can all make 
reaching your goals seem even 
harder. That’s why it’s crucial that 
you’re flexible.

Don’t try to stick to a rigid diet 
plan where you have to eat eight 
meals per day and spend 10 hours 
a week cooking if you work long 
days and have young kids.

Realise that you don’t have to be 
perfect.

Perhaps, instead of trying to stick 
to a strict meal plan, track your 

calories and aim for a minimum 
protein intake along with six to 
eight servings of veggies every day.

Find or create a workout where 
you superset everything and use 
circuits to get your strength train-
ing done quicker. You could be 
done in 45 minutes!

It might not be 100% perfect, but 
doing something “good” 100% of 
the time is a great deal better than 
doing something “perfect” only 
50% of the time.

A year is a long time
You can achieve a lot in 12 

months, provided you make small-
er, sensible goals and view the pro-
cess as a long-term one. 

Don’t get too lofty with your am-
bitions, and set regular targets you 
can reach. Those 12 months will 
go by fast though, and you don’t 
want to start 2017 wondering how 
another year passed without you 
getting where you want to be.

Rather, take action and plan for 
the next 12 months to be your best 
12 months ever!

www.rivvapt.com.au

WITH only one month to go, volun-
teers were representing Run War-
randyte at the February Riverside 
Market last Saturday.

The annual event, which is now in 
its sixth year, grows in both event 
size and distances.

Now a regular event in Warrandyte 
on the March sporting calendar, 
this year’s Run Warrandyte has 
partnered with charity Stop, One 
Punch Can Kill (SOPCK) making this 
year’s event not only a celebration 
of fitness within the community but 
also a stand, or should I say sprint, 
against violence too.

“We are very excited to include 
SOPCK in our event this year,” said 
David Dyason of the Run Warrandyte 
Committee. 

“We have introduced a team fund-
raising aspect to this year’s event 
with prizes being awarded to the 
team which raises the most money 
for the charity.”

The SOPCK charity was set up in 
the wake of the death of David Cas-
sai, who was a killed on New Year’s 
Eve 2012.

Mr Cassai had ties to the local 
community as he attended Warran-
dyte High School and often watched 
the footy.

The Warrandyte footy club got 
behind the SOPCK campaign in the 
2016 season.

As one-punch deaths become an 
increasing problem, sports clubs are 
often used as a conduit to engage 
young people in the Stop campaign, 
and with the sports club contribut-
ing to the management and facilities 
that Run Warrandyte uses, it seems 
fitting to have SOPCK as the event’s 
first official charity.

“People like the philosophy of 
running, but are often put off by the 
physical aspect.” 

“I think having a fund-raising part 
to the run will encourage people to 
sign up and get out on the course,” 
said John, a member of the Run 
Warrandyte team.

The course is similar to last year 
with one loop that brings runners 
back to the sports oval; run distanc-
es are determined by the number of 
laps they do.

The Run Warrandyte Committee 
will have the usual support of the 
local fireys, keeping everyone cool, 
as well as some on-course entertain-
ment to keep everyone’s spirits up 
on that long climb up to The Pound.

The Grand Hotel Gift, a 100 metre, 
handicapped sprint is also back after 
last year’s successful integration 
into the running event.

While registration for the Gift 
alone is possible, participants in 
the 2.2K, 5K, 10K and 15K distances 
are encouraged to also enter the 
Gift as entry for these people is 
complimentary.

To help with training, Run Warran-
dyte local personal trainer Chris of 
RivvaPT has produced a training 
plan, which is available through the 
Run Warrandyte Facebook page, for 
the 5K and 10K distances.

“We have had a number of people 
ask us if we can walk any of the 
runs,” said Mr Dyason.

“Because we have to close public 
roads, if people want to only walk, 
we suggest they enter the 2.2 or 5K 
event.”

The Gift and the longer runs all 
start and finish on the oval, where a 
number of local clubs and business-
es are expected to be on display, 
making it a great morning out for 
both runners and non-runners.

The run takes place on March 5.
Run Warrandyte registration can 

be found online and the Run Warran-
dyte team regularly posts updates 
and competitions on their Facebook 
page.

By JAMES POYNER 
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The Fasan Five 
make club history

Photo: Run Warrandyte 2016

By FRANS BROUWER

FIELDING teams with pairs of broth-
ers, father/sons, father and two 
sons, or three brothers is a regular 
occurrence at the Hawks. 

More recently, father and three 
sons has been a novelty, with the 
Hartrups in the 4th XI two seasons 
ago, and the Church family last sea-
son in the 5th XI. 

It continued this season, with the 
Fasan Four being a regular part of 
the 5th XI.  

That was “trumped” on February 
21, when club history was made by 
mum Virginia Fasan playing with the 
other four and not just as a token 
substitute fielder – she batted at 
number eight.

The forgotten Fasan in all this was 
17-year-old son James, who was 
keeping for the 1st XI in Wilkins Cup. 

He had a rather trying day, as his 
team was badly beaten at the home 
ground by Mooroolbark.

Pictured: Pat, Jack, Virginia, Matt and Will

“not just as a token 
substitute fielder”

The first XI is still seeking its first win 
for the season.  The low point was an 
outright loss in Round 5.  Batting in 
Round 6 started well enough at 3/116 
chasing 211, followed by a collapse 
to all out 134 (Sean McMahon and 
Tom Peter-Budge both 34).   3/116 
in Round 7 was again the trigger for 
a collapse to 171 all out (Tim Rule 
37) chasing 6/271 declared (Nikoda 
Brooking 4/35).  Round 8 was again 
forgettable (Peter-Budge 34no in the 
second innings). 

Junior teams’ progress before the 
Christmas break:

•  the U16-2s had won four games 
and were sixth 

•  the U14-3s with six wins were 
first 

• the U14-4s with four wins third 
• U12-1 with three wins fourth 
•  the U12-3s with two wins last  

(but only one game from fourth) 
• U12-5 on five wins second  
•  U12-6 with three wins sixth  

(only one game from fourth and  
a further half game from second)  

The U-10s are enjoying their Friday 
nights playing against a wide 
variety of nearby teams.

Report from the crease
The 2nd XI won in Round 1, and was 
then forced to wait until Round 7 for 
another win – an exciting outright, 
with significant performances by 
Darcy Harris (51 and 31), Lucas Wil-
liams (4/5 in first innings and 38 in 
second innings), and a gutsy effort 
from Chris Ryan (twisted knee).  He 
came in at No 11 in the first innings 
with a runner and, with 12 needed to 
get first innings points, he remained 
17no after only a couple of overs of 
“stand and deliver”.  

A fighting 59 from evergreen Paul 
Milne in 3rd XI Round 8 was not 
enough to get the side home (Ash 
Carey 4/42 in Croydon North’s 
7/210).  Similarly in Round 9 (Tim 
Livingstone 35no, Dan Wright 42 bat-
ting at No 9).  The team fell agonis-
ingly short in Round 10 when Wonga 
Park won in the last over (Milne 48, 
Shane Hansen 37).  Round 11 saw 
a 54 from Jackson Braunthal and 
34 from Milne, but it was nowhere 
near enough.

The 4th XI is in fourth place with 
three wins.  Dale Owen has scores of 
44, 119 and 41.  The father/son com-
bination of Daryl and Jackson Emery 
managed 102 and 5/27 respectively 
in Round 8, but that was not enough 
after a batting collapse from 2/137 to 
all out 157 chasing 174.

The 5th XI was withdrawn from 
I Grade when it was thought there 
were insufficient players. With a 
large number of 10-14 year old play-
ers committed to playing in a lower 
grade, the RDCA allowed the team 
back into the lowest grade. The form 
batsmen are Kevin George with aver-
age 136, Matt Fasan average 68.5, and 
keeper Jack Fasan, who is averaging 
43 (he also has an average of 60 in 
three matches for the 4th XI). The 
star bowler is Matt’s youngest son 
Will (12 wickets at 5.75).

By FRANS BROUWER

 First XI Second XI Third XI Fourth XI Fifth XI

WARRANDYTE Cricket Club has 
returned to competition in 2017 
following the Christmas break 
with a mixture of fortune in both 
the formal Ringwood and District 
Cricket Association (RDCA) for-
mat and their representative T20 
games. 

Having reached the final 16 for 
the Cricket Victoria’s Regional 
Big Bash Twenty20 Competition, 
Warrandyte fell two games short 
of reaching the state final. 

Warrandyte, the Outer East Con-
ference Champions, were split 
into the Melbourne Stars confer-
ence for the Eastern leagues and 
drew the Eastern Cricket Associ-
ation champions, South Camber-
well in the knockout stages. 

Warrandyte, batting first, man-
aged to only post 97 from their 
allotted 20 overs. 

Despite a strong start by Jake 

Sherriff (20) and Chris Barry (23), 
Warrandyte lost 5-13 at the tail of 
their innings, which put them on 
the back foot. 

Despite a strong start with the 
ball from Neil Brown (3/15), 
Warrandyte lost control over the 
match with South Camberwell 
passing the score with four wick-
ets to spare and two overs left to 
face. 

The competition was an excep-
tional effort from the Warrandyte 
team, having being crowned by 
the Outer East and RDCA Champi-
ons in the last 12 months. 

In the latest edition of the RDCA 
grouping, Warrandyte remains a 
strong chance, having qualified 
through to the quarter finals.

In the RDCA formal league, War-
randyte’s First Eleven currently 
sits marginally inside the top four 
for the Trollope Shield. 

Sitting level with two other 
teams, Warrandyte can still 
contend for a home final come 
March, but will need to finish 
off the season well having lost 
some crucial games in the latest 
rounds. 

Since returning from Christmas, 
Warrandyte are winless, having 
lost a tight game against Bayswa-
ter Park. 

Rolling the dice and deciding to 
declare before the end of play on 
Day 1 to try and take some cheap 
wickets, the gamble backfired 
on the team, having to settle for 
a tight loss with Bayswater Park 
eeking out the runs on both days. 

The standout performer before 
the Christmas break was Ayrton 
Dehmel, posting a monster 135 
alongside Matthew Gamble (101), 
to deliver a commanding victory 
against Wantirna South.

Warrandyte’s 
brave T20 
performance

By RYAN HOIBERG

By SANDI MILLER
GET out your hat and gloves 
ladies, Warrandyte Cricket Club 
will be hosting a ladies’ high tea 
and pink stumps day on Saturday 
February 18 at 4pm.

Fabulous and inspiring women 
from around Warrandyte will 
gather in the Bloods’ clubrooms 
in the smartest outfits for tea and 
scones, while on the oval, the 
blokes will slog it out in a “Pink 
Stumps” day to help the McGrath 
Foundation raise money for breast 
care nurses. 

The Bloods Under-16s will take 
to the field in pink hats during the 
morning against Croydon Ranges, 
while the First XI will also play in 
a touch of pink and defend pink 
wickets during the afternoon 
against South Croydon.

Warrandyte Cricket Club spokes-
woman Renelle Trayford encour-
ages everyone to dig deep for the 
charity.

“And if businesses would like to 
sponsor the event, we would love 
to hear from them,” she said. 

RSVP for the high-tea is essential 
before February 10 by phoning 
Cait on 0408 740 850. 

Tickets are $30 which includes 
a glass of champagne on arrival.

Bloods 
go pink
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