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Paul Jenkins 0418 387 119
paul@truewood.com.au
www.truewood.com.au

YOUR COMPLETE BUILDING AND DESIGN SERVICE

GOLDFIELDS
PLAZA

SUPERSOIL
GARDEN CENTRE

✆ 9844 3329
1 Mahoneys Crt, Warrandyte

OPEN 6 DAYS
Mon–Fri 7am–5pm
Saturday 8am–5pm

$15 DELIVERIES EVERY SATURDAY 
MENTION THIS AD
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"What was the best thing before sliced bread?"

Peter Gardiner
B A R R I S T E R  &  S O L I C I T O R
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Mummy mia!
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Halloween continues to grow stronger by the year as 
Warrandyte’s families again took to the streets on October 
31 with lots of ghouls, witches, monsters, vampires and 
other strange creatures including seven-year-old Fergus the 
Mummy, who was spooking things up at the Warrandyte 
Museum in Yarra Street, and witchy Jessica.

As usual, most of the action took place at Halloween 
Central, aka Warrandyte Lollies & Treats, when Francesca 
and her team set up a party of lollies, treats, prizes and 
much more as many locals took part in the fun.
More pictures: Pages 18-19. 

Photos: BILL HUDSON-MCAULEY
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Next issue of the Diary will be published on Monday, December 7, 2015. Advertising 
and editorial copy closes Friday, November 27, 2015.

HERE was once a pirate whose 
name was Albert Persil. Which 
Albert thought was fine for an 
accountant or a bus driver but 
quite unsuitable for a pirate.

So Albert asked his mother if he could 
have another name.

She said don’t be silly and laughed so 
hard she snorted like a pig. Somebody re-
ally should tell grown-ups not to laugh at 
kids, thought Albert, and ran away to sea.

Now it happened that the infamous 
Miserable Roger was taking on crew just 
as Albert got off the bus at Ne’er-do-well 
Pier and Albert joined the queue of lay-
abouts and desperados with names like 
Terrible Tom, Greasy Pete, Barnacle Bob 
and Beige Jake. But Albert was more than 
ready for them when he stood before the 
skipper in his father’s long underwear 
with his pet budgie Ralph on his shoulder.

“What’s your name?” asked the skipper.
“Ralph,” said the budgie.
“Long John Silver,” said Albert, which 

was the only pirate name he could think 
of.

“Long John Silver!” said the skipper and 
dived over the side in fright. Fortunately 
for Albert, he’d read the book but never 
seen the film.

When people heard that Long John 
Silver was back on the seven seas, there 
was pandemonium. When the Miserable 
Roger crossed the bows of an ocean lin-
er, Albert and his dastardly crew would 
swarm over the sides, round up the pas-
sengers, steal their jewellery and order 
lavish meals of Open Sesame Prawns, Ter-
ry’s Yucky Chicken and chocolate cake.

When they pulled into port, people 
would lock their doors and leave for the 
country while Albert and his hearties 
roamed the streets singing “Yo Ho Ho” 
and other such songs, and some your 
mother may not approve of.

Then one day the Miserable Roger came 
over the horizon face to face with another 
pirate ship.

“Avast there!” hailed a voice from the 
bridge.

But Albert didn’t know how to avast 
and in any case was starting to believe 
he really was Long John Silver.

“Who do you think you are talking to 
me like that,” retorted Albert as fiercely 
as a seven-and-a-half year old can retort.

“I be Cap’n Hook!” said a person no 
bigger than Albert waving a shiny hook 

that almost covered his hand altogether.
Albert gasped and took a step back-

wards. Causing the first mate to take 
a step backwards. Causing the second 
mate to take a step backwards. Causing 
each of the crew in turn to take a step 
backwards until Beige Jake, who was at 
the rear, stepped backwards into the sea.

“Just a minute,” said Albert, who only 
recently had seen Peter Pan at the pic-
tures. “You’re not Captain Hook!”

“Yes I am. See this crocodile that fol-
lows me everywhere? He’s the one who 
swallowed the clock.”

“Then why isn’t it ticking?” asked 
Albert.

“It’s a digital clock,” said Hook.
“That’s not a real crocodile and you’re 

not a real pirate captain,” cried Albert, 
who knew an inflatable rubber crocodile 
when he saw one.

“Oh yeah?” said the other. “Well that’s 
no parrot on your underwear and you’re 
no more of a pirate captain than I am.”

“What!” said the crew of the Miserable 
Roger. 

“What!” said Hook’s grisly gang.
“Oops,” said the two boys together.
An hour later, Albert Persil and Morris 

Norris (for that was Hook’s real name) 
walked off the plank and into the sea. Two 
days later they were spotted floating on 
Morris’s inflatable crocodile, and hauled 
up before a fierce-looking pirate whose 
long black beard was hooked over his 
ears with elastic. 

“Well, look who we have here!” boomed 
the fierce-looking pirate and laughed so 
loud he snorted like a pig.

“Blackbeard?” said Morris. 
“Mum?” said Albert. 
From that day on, Albert and his Moth-

er, and Morris Norris and his hook, sailed 
the seven seas together singing “Yo Ho 
Ho” and other such songs. But only ones 
your mother would approve of.

ALAN CORNELL

In the heart of the village.
Workout in our fully equipped training studio 

with your own health coach at the same time as 
other members. Set Goals and achieve them! 
Motivation, dietary advice, friendship & fun! 

The couch is nice.  
The gym is better.  

How do you want to feel this summer? 
 

Get in touch for 3 FREE sessions

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. Although it has 
developed over the years, it has retained its strong community character, being produced 
mostly by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through 
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The 
Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character of the 
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OUR NEWSPAPER
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A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 27km from 
Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, 
in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon 
established its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. 
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young 
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb 
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte 
has been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.
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Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd
Certified Practising Accountants

PO Box 143, Warrandyte, 3113  
T: 9844 2409 or 0412 011 946 
E: info@ptasaccountants.com.au

“We are the accountants who care”

Tax planning is important. 

Don’t wait until too late - Do it now.

We welcome business  
and personal tax enquiries.

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery 

stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service 
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service

fully insured – experienced climber

BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years 

•  Natural looking dentures •  Laminated mouthguards
•  Relines and repairs  •  On the spot health claims

to receive your free consultation

Call 9844 4321
www.keepsmiling.com.au
11 Lorraine Avenue, Warrandyte

Jacqueline Bell
Dental Prosthetist

A trucking disaster
By DAVID HOGG
A NIGHT-TIME truck ban has been 
imposed by VicRoads on some of the 
busiest roads in Melbourne's north-
east, just a month after Melbourne’s 
new wholesale fruit and vegetable 
market opened in nearby Epping, 
drawing heavy truck traffic through 
Warrandyte from across the state.

Trucks are now banned on all major 
north-south roads which access the 
Ring Rd between Heidelberg Heights 
and Eltham between 10pm and 6am 
in response to a petition protesting  
increased truck traffic and noise on 
Rosanna Rd, signed by about 600 
people. 

A glance at the map of these 
banned routes shows the only river 
crossing to the east of this area that 
is available to trucks overnight is via 
Warrandyte Bridge.

The transport industry and fruit 
and vegetable growers have warned 
the Andrews government to expect 
road chaos as the curfew forces 
thousands of truck drivers onto 
other residential roads at night and 
in the early morning.  The curfew 
is a 12-month trial on nine arterial 
roads that run between the Eastern 
Freeway and the M80, the so-called 
"missing link" in Melbourne's ring 
road.

VicRoads have put out a brochure 
North-East Truck Curfew Trial which 
states: “The night truck curfews trial 
has been carefully planned to strike a 
balance for the local community and  
truck operators.”   

However, the bans do not include 
Research-Warrandyte Road, Kanga-
roo Ground-Warrandyte Rd, Warran-
dyte Bridge, or Ringwood-Warran-
dyte Rd. Furthermore, the brochure 
goes to great lengths to specify 
where the trucks are not allowed at 
night, but does not make any attempt 
to explain where they should go, 
particularly for those trucks from the 
south and east of Melbourne coming 
up Eastlink to Ringwood that need to 
access the Ring Road.

The truck industry has warned the 
ban will simply create new conflict 
between trucks and residents else-
where. Victorian Transport Associ-
ation chief Peter Anderson called 
the government's curfew "a lazy and 
short-term approach to the underly-
ing problem of lack of connectivity of 
our road network.  It's going to push 
trucks down roads that they've never 
been down before," he said.

This latest action by VicRoads re-
inforces the views of some residents 
that until such time as the state 
government does something about 
connecting the Ring Road to the 

Eastern Freeway and Eastlink, then 
Warrandyte is seen as the sucker in 
the middle that gets all the traffic.  

That viewpoint gains strength 
when considered alongside other 
recent VicRoads decisions such as 
reneging on previous agreements to 
restrict engine brake noise through 
North Warrandyte and refusing Yarra 
Valley Water access from Research 
Road to their pumping station at 
Professors Lane on the grounds the 
road is “too busy”.

The Diary asked VicRoads to com-
ment on why Warrandyte roads were 
not also considered for this ban, 
where the heavy traffic from Eastlink 
to the Ring Road was supposed to go, 
and what modelling had been done 
on the effect of this ban on Warran-
dyte’s roads. 

 Vince Punaro, regional director 
Metro North West, VicRoads said: 
“Before and after traffic volume, 
data is being collected at various 
locations in and around the curfew 
areas.  Throughout the trial, this data 
will be used alongside community 
and industry feedback to ensure 
the curfews balance the needs of 
the local community and truck op-
erators. At the end of the trial, all of 
the data collected will be assessed 
to determine the effectiveness of 
the curfews.”

Emergency 
forum for 
fire season
AN Emergency Management Forum 
on Summer Preparedness with the 
coming bushfire season will be held 
at Warrandyte Community Church 
on Thursday November 12 from 
7pm to 9pm.

Guest speaker will be Craig Lapsley, 
the Emergency Management Com-
missioner Victoria. Other speakers 
will be from Vic Roads and local 
emergency management services.

Who’s doing what in preparing 
for this year’s summer emergency 
season? Craig Lapsley will bring 
the community up to date with the 
changing model for community 
resilience. 

When Warrandyte is threatened by 
fire, what should the community do, 
what can we expect the emergency 
services to do? What is the status 
of planning for traffic management 
on the bridge? Whilst a longer term 
study is in progress, Vic Roads will 
give an update on planning to date 
for emergency traffic management. 
Other local emergency services 
personnel will be on hand to answer 
questions.

This event will be preceded by the 
WCA 2015 Annual General Meeting 
at 6.30pm-6.45pm at the Warrandyte 
Community Church. All supporters 
of the WCA are invited to attend; only 
current financial members are eligi-
ble for office and to vote at the AGM. 

Visit the WCA official website at 
warrandyte.org.au for more info.

Sam is new 
bank chief 
SAM Pearce has been appointed new 
branch manager of the Warrandyte 
Community Bank.

The bank’s board of directors wel-
comed Sam in joining the branch’s 
team from November 11 and with 
more than 17 years experience in 
banking he is looking forward to 
getting to know our community and 
helping customers achieve their 
financial goals. 

With the Warrandyte Community 
Bank’s recent announcement of $2 
million in 12 years in community con-
tributions, Sam is joining our bank on 
the back of a period of robust growth. 
He is as passionate as we are when 
it comes to the community banking 
model and is keen to help make the 
Warrandyte and surrounding com-
munity bigger and better. 

Sam has a strong background in 
personal and commercial banking. 
He will be able to assist with all 
banking needs and with businesses 
on any scale, from small and medium 
to large enterprises. 

Making a splash!
With patches of summer-like weather this past month, 
13-year-olds Lillee Ganas  and Carrie Hatfield take their 

horses for a dip in the Yarra River near Taroona Ave.
It's another classic case of our pets in paradise lapping  

it up in this beautiful patch of the Green Wedge.
Speaking of which, turn to page 16 for more pet photos.

Photos BILL HUDSON-MCAULEY

Bird's eye view: A map of the roads in the truck curfew.
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By DAVID HOGG  
WARRANDYTE residents would have 
noticed the massive works being 
undertaken by Yarra Valley Water 
(YVW) in North Warrandyte to install 
what is known as the North Warran-
dyte Community Sewerage Project.  

This will bring the sewer to most 
residential blocks in North War-
randyte and eventually result in 
a significant improvement in the      
environment and the water quality in 
the Yarra River as effluent from the 
old septic systems is not being con-
tained within property boundaries.

Those property owners affected 
will by now have received much 
information on the subject.  

What is the current progress?
YVW have completed or are final-

ising street works in most roads 
in the area work is continuing in 
Bradleys Lane, The Boulevard, Cas-
tle Road, Danita Drive, Floods Rd, 
Kangaroo Ground-Warrandyte Road, 
Research-Warrandyte Road, Cooks 
Crescent and Weerona Way.

Additionally, on-property construc-
tion of property pump installations 
is underway in Glynns Road, Blooms 
Road, Yarra View Court, Boyd Street, 
and Brogil Road.  

Construction of the rising main 
pipeline that runs from Professors 
Lane to Banning Road is now 90% 
complete. A pump station at Profes-
sors Lane will pump the collected 
effluent from this low point to the 
high point at Banning Road. 

From there effluent will travel by 
gravity down to siphon inlet man-
holes to be constructed just north 
of the bridge. These manholes will 
also receive the effluent from some 
customers in Packages A and C 
which will flow there by gravity and 
not require the pump station.  From 
the inlet manholes, pipelines under 
the Yarra River will be installed to 
the west of the Bridge, using trench-
less technology much like that used 

through the rest of the project area. 
These pipelines will convey the 
sewage into the main systems on 
the south side of the Yarra. Work has 
yet to commence on the Professors 
Lane Pump Station and the siphon 
pipelines.

How do we connect?
Properties connecting to the new 

system will do so either by means 
of gravity where the sewage flows 
downhill from the property, or by 
pressure system where it flows 
uphill, and YVW will install a connec-
tion point on each property. For grav-
ity systems the connection point will 
be located just inside the customer’s 
property. For pressure systems a pit 
and property pump are installed on 
the property in a location where the 
sewage from the house can flow into 
it. The connection point is at this pit 
which may or may not be near the 
existing septic tank.

Do we have to connect?
It will be mandatory for affected 

properties to connect to the new 
system, unless they already have 
a recently installed modern septic 
system which complies with Section 
5 of the EPA code of practice. It is 
anticipated the new system will be 
working and available for connec-
tions from April 2016 onwards.

 When will it be ready?
The sewers in all streets are expect-

ed to be completed before the end of 
this year. Construction of the pump 
station at Professors Lane is ex-
pected to start in November and be 
completed by April.   At this stage the 
critical path is the siphon pipelines 
under the Yarra and YVW are still 
awaiting planning permit approvals 
from Nillumbik, Manningham and 
Parks Victoria. If all permit approvals 
are given by the end of November, 
then construction can start in De-
cember with the aim of completing 
the works by April 2016.  Obviously 
no-one can connect until this un-

der-Yarra work is completed.  In the 
event that the siphon is completed 
but the pump station at Professors 
Lane is not ready, then YVW may 
allow those customers in Packages 
A and C who are not serviced by the 
pump station to connect.

What will it cost me to connect?
Somewhere between $3000 and 

$12,500. It is the responsibility of the 
property owner to install pipelines to 
connect his property to YVW’s con-
nection point.  You should engage a 

licensed plumber to do the connec-
tion and decommission the existing 
septic tank.  It is recommended that 
three quotes are obtained. Based on 
YVW’s online cost calculator, this 
work will cost approximately $2500 
plus $100 per metre of distance be-
tween the existing septic tank and 
the connection point. So for a dis-
tance of five metres, the cost would 
be about $3000; for a distance of 100 
metres around $12,500.

Additionally a sewer contribution 
fee of $1564.44, billed at $27.64 per 
quarter until fully paid (based on 
2015/2016 rates) will be levied, but 
is completely waived if connection 
to the sewer is made within the first 
year. It does, however, still apply to 
those with modern complying septic 
systems who elect not to connect. 

Once connected, what are the 
ongoing costs?

When connected, a sewerage sys-
tem fixed charge of $87.88 per quar-
ter will be levied on the water bill in 
addition to a variable usage fee of 
$2.07 per kilolitre. As sewage outflow 
from a property is not metered, the 
variable usage is estimated using 
a formula based on the property’s 
water consumption for the period.  
For those people on a pressure 
system the pump, which operates 
automatically when needed, will be 
run off their electricity meter and 
will consume a small amount of en-
ergy which will be included in their 
electricity bill.

What if I can’t afford to pay?
For those who might find these 

charges a burden, YVW is commit-
ted to working with individuals 
and families to help improve the 
affordability of key services for eli-
gible customers. Some funding may 
be available for eligible customers 
through the Department of Human 
Services (DHS) via The Water and 
Sewerage Connection - Hardship 

Relief Grant Scheme. Residents with 
financial hardship for these project 
costs should contact YVW.

Are the landscaping concerns 
being adequately addressed?

Yes.  We reported in last month’s 
Diary that residents had raised con-
cerns regarding the felling of trees in 
Professors Lane and the lack of any 
landscaping and rehabilitation plans.  
We are pleased to report YVW have 
been most co-operative in working 
with residents to resolve this and 
have engaged Indigenous Design 
Land Management to prepare a 
comprehensive plan for these works.  

This plan fully addresses the con-
cerns raised, and as a result there 
has been no need to appeal the 
planning permit approval to VCAT.

Additionally, the siphon at the 
bridge consists only of surface-level 
manhole covers and a small cabinet 
at the north side of Research-War-
randyte Road. 

YVW are working closely with 
council to develop an appropriate 
landscaping plan here after the 
works are completed.

In conclusion:
Yarra Valley thanks the community 

for its patience and understanding: 
“We acknowledge and apologise for 
any disruption to their daily activ-
ities and we appreciate their coop-
eration with the traffic management 
established by our contractors as 
they go about their work. 

We look forward to declaring the 
sewerage service available for con-
nection and are pleased to be able to 
contribute towards the improvement 
of environmental and public health 
in Warrandyte.” 

 In turn  we should commend YVW 
for the way in which this major proj-
ect has been managed, the tidy state 
they have left their worksites and 
the help they have given the Diary 
in preparing this article.  

Your Warrandyte IT specialist
BACKUP  WIRELESS SET-UP  NETWORKS  CLOUD INTEGRATOR  SMALL BUSINESS  MAC & WINDOWS

Bora Seker
info@bnsolutions.net.au 

0438 072 895

Sewerage saviours
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Croydon  
142 Maroondah Hwy , Croydon VIC 3136 
 Telephone 03 9722 9755

T 0425 767 900 
E michelle@hoskins.com.au

Donvale  
67 Mitcham Rd , Donvale VIC 3111  
Telephone 03 9874 7677 
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Style and Elegance  
Reign Supreme

This magnificent Donvale acre 
delivers a first class lifestyle 
amid beautifully landscaped 
gardens, with classical 
elegance throughout its multi-
level residence.  Boasting 
floodlit tennis court, heated 
pool/spa, and easy access 
to quality schools, Eastlink, 
shops, bus and a multitude of 
amenities – inspect today. 

Price: $1,580,000 Plus 
Address: 1 Drummond Close

John Hoskins 0418 345 008

The Total Package

Experience the pleasure of acre  
living in wonderful Park Orchards, with a 
tennis court, swimming pool, and large 
tranquil gardens. This feature-packed 
executive home boasts 2 expansive 
living zones, formal dining, Caesar stone 
kitchen, 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, and 
study. Two outdoor entertaining areas 
create immense outdoor flexibility, 
including a well-equipped poolside 
pavilion with kitchenette.

Extras include hydronic heating,  
ducted vacuum, air-conditioning,  
alarm, ample car accommodation  
and easy access to shops, schools,  
bus, train, Eastlink and more.

Auction: Sunday 22nd November 1pm

Open for inspection:  
As advertised or by appointment

Address: 16 Wilkinson Way

Peter Moulden 0413 336 864 
Cheryl Moulden 0425 815 328

Six Level Acres of  
Park Orchards Beauty

This unique family haven 
set on a near-level 6 
acres of park-like gardens, 
fenced paddocks and 
native bushland. Boasting 
a substantial residence, 
separate self-contained studio 
and multiple outbuildings, this 
property will grow and adapt 
with your family across the 
years.

Address: 81-89 Knees Road

Michelle Zachariah 
0425 767 900

Dynamic and motivated member of the Donvale 
office, Michelle along with her husband and three 
daughters are local to the area and are actively 
involved in many aspects of the local community. 

Equally matched with her local knowledge, 
Michelle has a natural ability to relate to all 
different types of people and she is passionate 
about utilising this trait to ensure both vendors and 
purchasers have a positive and enjoyable process 
when buying or selling their home.

Michelle’s enthusiasm and warm personality are 
second to none and she has an outstanding 
commitment to her clients. You can rest assured, 
you and your most important asset are in the very 
best hands.

6 14 4

A Piece of Paradise

The ultimate resort style 
package on 4000m2. 
Combining all of the benefits 
of a private, peaceful 
country retreat with the 
glamour of a five star 
Balinese resort. Separate 
formal and informal living 
zones, inc. rumpus, private 
gardens, swimming pool and 
floodlit tennis court. 

Buyer Ranged: $1.4 - $1.55m 
Address: 17 Glynne Road

Peter Cox 0412 161 213

SOLD
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By SAMMI TAYLOR
NEW government implemented 
smoking bans could be disastrous for 
local restaurants and cafes, accord-
ing to some Warrandyte business 
owners, while others embrace the 
impending change. 

The new laws ban smoking in all 
outdoor dining areas, including 
restaurants, cafes, take-away shops 
and licensed venues. 

The bans will come into effect by 
August next year, giving local busi-
nesses plenty of time to prepare for 
the change.Grand Hotel Warrandyte 
general manager Peter Appleby says 
he is concerned. 

“I think there’s a reasonable pro-
portion of our customers who do 
smoke. It goes hand in hand, a beer 
in one and a cigarette in the other,” 
he says. “Will they stay and drink at 
home instead? Who knows?

“I’m not for or against smoking 
to be honest. But we’ve got a beer 
garden and a rooftop terrace here. 
Are they going to ban smoking up 
there, too, even though it’s on our 
premises? It will be interesting … 
I’m not too sure how it will affect us.”

The loss of regular customers and 
the deterrence of visitors is a valid 
concern for local restaurant own-
ers, but the laws are obviously well 

intentioned and have the health of 
the community in mind.

“We know smoking kills and we 
know that second-hand smoke puts 
the health of non-smokers at risk,” 
Minister for Health Jill Hennessey 
said. “These new bans will ensure all 
Victorians can enjoy a meal outside 
with their family and friends.

“It’s important that businesses 
have enough time to prepare for 
these changes. We want to work with 
businesses and consult with them to 
ensure this important reform is intro-
duced and implemented effectively.”

On the flipside many restaurant 
owners are welcoming the ban, 

saying less interruptions and smoke 
will enhance everyone’s dining ex-
perience.

Duncan Robertson, owner of Va-
nilla Orchid on Yarra St, has had 
a smoking ban in place since he 
opened his restaurant five years ago. 

Duncan says smoking is an “inter-
ruption” to a dining experience and 
believes having a meal is much more 
pleasant without cigarette smoke. 

“I think smoking should be banned 
everywhere, to be honest, I think it’s 
awful. If people want to smoke out 
on the footpath they can, of course, 
I’m not going to stop them,” he says.

“I personally like the idea of smok-

ers finding a little place, away from 
dining areas.”

Duncan acknowledges the bans 
will impact the hospitality sector in 
many ways, but people’s health is 
more important.

“On a positive, since we’ve had 
more smoking bans, less people 
smoke,” he says.

Polls from Cancer Council Victoria 
show that while 13% of Victorians 
smoke, 73% support the new bans. 

As of August 2017, individuals 
caught smoking in outdoor dining ar-
eas or other areas where smoking is 
banned face on-the-spot fines of $152 
with a maximum penalty of $758.

Smoking ban polarises businesses

Online shopping arrives

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TUNSTALL SQUARE TRASH AND TREASURE MARKET 
 

Held on the last Sunday of every month.  
For stall enquiries ph. Heather on 9005 2331. It’s an answering service – leave 

your details and you will be contacted.  
 

ROTARY PROUDLY FUNDS GENTLE EXERCISE GROUP 
 

 
 
Christine Nicoll President of the Warrandyte Neighbourhood House receives a 
cheque from Judy Hall, Community Chair of the Rotary Club to fund the Gentle 
Exercise Group held every Wednesday morning.  
  

 

Rotary Club Op Shops   
Yarra Street Warrandyte – behind the shops and cafes to the east of the 

roundabout past the bridge. Come and check out our treasures. 
There are two shops one at the top of the ramp with household treasures 

and one on the lower level with clothing, books, toys and more!  

Rotary Club of 
Warrandyte Donvale Inc. 

Meets Tuesdays, 6:30 for 7:00, Natalie’s Restaurant, 
669 Maroondah Highway, Mitcham. All welcome.  

www.warrandytedonvalerotay.org.au  
 

Tel: Rob 0409 258 744 or Judy 0419 201 231 
                                                                                                

 
 
 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Rotary Club of 
Warrandyte Donvale 
conveys its thanks to the 
Donvale and Warrandyte 
Communities and visitors 
for their tremendous 
support over the last 
financial year. This has 
enabled the club to donate 
more than $89, 000 to 
worthy causes – local, 
national and international.  
Your money has been well 
spent!  
 
Don Kinnear President 
 
We invite you to join our 
club and help us to 
donate this year.  

 
 

Club Meetings – Tuesdays 6:30 for 7:00, 
Natalie’s Restaurant, 669 Maroondah Highway, Mitcham. All welcome. 

www.warrandytedonvalerotay.org.au 

SOME RECIPIENTS WERE: 
 
Warrandyte Crisis Housing & Food Bank  
CFA – local branches      
Christmas cakes for Meals on Wheels folk.  
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House   
St John’s Ambulance    
Local Families in difficulty.     
Salvation Army    
LinCManningham    
Legacy      
The Smith Family     
Berry Street     
St David’s Church Sewerage Project  
Local End of Year School Awards   
Individual Student Support    
Youth Leadership Camps   
Youth Science Forums    
Art Show Awards for local students  
Debating Competition    
PLUS….  
International Causes, Disasters, Polio & Malaria 
Eradication, Water and Sanitation, Child & 
Maternal Welfare/Education Projects etc…. 
    
PLUS many more… the need is endless!  
  
 
 
 

Rotary Club Op Shops: OPEN 
EVERY DAY 
Yarra St. Warrandyte – East of 
roundabout  
  
Tunstall Square Trash & 
Treasure Market  
LAST SUNDAY OF EACH 
MONTH  
 

By SCOTT PODMORE
SHOPPERS in Warrandyte and sur-
rounding suburbs now have the lux-
ury of ordering their groceries online 
from Quinton's SUPA IGA thanks to 
the installment of a cutting edge new 
ordering system.

By clicking into the easy to navigate  
site quintonssupaonline.com.au 
you can order all your groceries from 
the store and have them delivered 
to your door. 

"We're really excited about what we 
can now offer our loyal customers," 
Quinton's IGA manager Dale Farrugia 
told the Diary. 

"It's been a long-time coming, but 
it's a really efficient system and we 
know a lot of locals are excited by it. 
Let's face it, we live in busy times and 
by the time a person jumps in the car, 
drives to the supermarket, shops, 
drives home and unpacks, it can be 

anywhere from an hour to an hour 
and a half on average, so now they 
only have to spend 10-15 minutes on 
the computer or their smartphone 
and it's all sorted.

"While we have a beaut system that 
works, all we ask is that residents 
have a little bit of patience as we 
fine tune it into a well-oiled machine.

"So far, so good, and we expect it to 
be a seamless process. We've already 
got people shopping online and they 
love it. Early days, though, we may 
be missing the occasional photo or 
an item is in the wrong section but 
ultimately it's all up and running."

And after test-driving the online 
ordering system designed for both 
your desktop and mobile (smart-
phone, iPad etc), I'm happy to report 
the experience is excellent. The site, 
created on the NoQ platform has 
slick design, is simple to use and 

everything is secure. Simply register 
and enter your details, and you're 
ready to go.

"We have a support phone line 
available on the site and, of course, 
our staff are more than happy to take 
questions and help people." 

Delivery is Monday to Friday from 
10am to 6pm.

Orders must be in by 11.59pm 
the previous day. Minimum order 
delivery is $50 and there are four 
zone delivery areas going as far as 
Chirnside Park, Ringwood, Croydon 
Hills, Bend of Islands and Wonga 
Park, among others. See the site's 
"delivery" page for more info.

Delivery is free for orders of $200 
or more, while orders under that 
amount only incur fees ranging 
from $5 (Zone 1) to no more than 
$10 (Zone 4). 

Visit: quintonssupaonline.com.au 
NoQ's Deanna Daradan with Quinton's IGA's Jenna Leek and Dale Farrugia.
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Servo at odds with a lower carbon future

Dear editor,
Recently my son had to rescue 

an exhausted, dehydrated baby 
magpie that couldn't quite make 
it up out of the tennis desert. He 
gave it a drink, put it up a tree, 
where it scrambled up higher 
and called its parents.

This beautiful tawny frogmouth 
left her nest before she could fly 
anywhere but down. She pre-
tended she was a log on a rock, 
then gaped and hissed ferocious-
ly while I picked her up and put 
her up a tree.

If you can't rescue them your-
self, call the local vets who will 
send a rescue.

West End Warrandyte vet 9844 
0277 or North Warrandyte vet 
9844 1937. Don't leave them for 
cats and dogs or cars.

Kass Mulvany
(retired wildlife carer)

Dear editor,
My message is to Sammi Taylor who 
wrote the article "Living With Lyme 
disease". I am so sorry that people in 
Australia are having such a difficult 
time receiving acknowledgement of 
Lyme disease and because of this no 
one can receive treatment. 

In the US it is not as easy as the 
article suggests for those of us with 
Lyme disease to receive treatment. 
We continue to battle with our 
government to receive treatment. 
Some of our states have made some 
progress, but it is still illegal in most 
states for a Medical Doctor (MD) to 
diagnose or treat anyone with Lyme 
disease. The caveat here is a patient 
must see a Lyme Literate MD or Na-
turopathic Doctor (ND) to receive 
a diagnosis and or treatment of the 
disease. Many doctors here have lost 
or had their MD suspended. While 
it has improved since I was finally 
diagnosed, I have been living with 
late stage Chronic Lyme disease 
for the past 15 years. I was treated 
both times I had been bitten some 
15 years ago and "it can be cured if 
treated early" (paraphrasing)  simply 
is not the case. 

The statement and I quote: "Lyme 
disease is not only treatable but 
curable. If diagnosed within four 
weeks, a simple course of antibiotics 
eradicates the disease from your 
system: 28 pills and you’re cured." 
This statement is simply not true. 

It used to be that if someone dis-
played a bull's eye rash, they had 
Lyme disease as this symptom does 
not occur for any other disease. 
That said, the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) recently changed the 
parameter for diagnosing Lyme and 
the rash is merely one component. 
They must have a rash, test positive 

on the ELISA and Western Blot tests. 
These tests measure the patient’s 
antibody response to the infection, 
not the infection itself.

The CDC recommends that doctors 
first order an ELISA to screen for the 
disease and then confirm the disease 
with a Western Blot. Well, not only is 
this process time consuming, it more 
often than not takes longer than 
four weeks to first receive a doctors 
examination to even get them to test 
you for the disease. 

This is not as simple as it sounds. 
And generally this is done by the 
primary care doctor who knows 
little about Lyme disease. Instead 
of listening to you, they will order 
tests but rarely ELISA for Lyme 
which is rarely accurate. If it comes 
back positive then they will order a 
Western Blot. 

These tests alone will take longer 
than four weeks. And likely they will 
come back negative. This is because 
during the first four-to-six weeks of 
infection of Borrelia infection, these 
two tests are unreliable because the 
majority of people have not devel-
oped the antibody response these 
tests measure. Even later, the two-
tiered testing is highly insensitive 
missing roughly half of those who 
have Lyme disease. So it isn't as great 
in the Northern Hemisphere as one 
might imagine. 

Patients here receive the same run 
around as those in Australia unless 
they have the money to see one 
of the doctors who claim they can 
cure Lyme. 

The best option here in the US is to 
see either a really good LLND if you 
can find one. I happen to have one. 
And they are few and far between. 
More are popping up, but not many. 
It definitely will take longer than four 

weeks to see one unless you can 
convince them you will die. 

Therefore, rarely if ever, does 
anyone in the US receive the correct 
diagnosis right away, let alone the 
correct dosing of antibiotics swiftly, 
even if they were bit in an endemic 
area and even if they have a bulls-
eye rash. 

The CDC now in their new guide-
lines require a person to have the 
rash, test positive on both the ELISA 
and Western Blot tests. If they do, 
well they have Lyme disease and 
can be treated. 

The problem with this is these ticks 
also carry co-infectors with them 
and they are tested for. Only some-
one who is Lyme Literate will know 
they need to run a host of tests to 
include these common co-infectors. 

My point is it takes at least a 30 
supply of antibiotics to put Borrelia 
burgdorferi in remission. Many times 
it takes up to six months or more to 
put the disease in remission. This is 
only the Lyme disease component 
of this multisystemic disease. And 
because of this, it may take longer to 
cure the other infections in the body. 
Again, there currently is no cure for 
Lyme disease or Borrelia burgdorferi 
the spirochete bacteria that causes 
Lyme disease. Interestingly, Bb is a 
cousin of the STD - Syphilis. So, when 
researching an illness such as Lyme 
disease, and yes it does indeed occur 
in Australia, one must look further to 
grasp the whole picture. 

It is horrible that the Australian 
government will not recognise Lyme 
disease or one which acts like Lyme. 
If a patient is so sick, and nothing 
else can be done, why not try an 
antibiotic, it is much less expensive 
on a government health care policy.

Dr Louise Edwards

Dear editor,
I am writing in response to the 
article about Lyme disease in your 
last issue. 
I have been successfully treating 
people suffering from this pervasive 
and debilitating disease and wish 
to offer this further information for 
community members who wonder 
if Lyme could be the cause of their 
distress. 

• The cost to my clients of full 
Hyperthermia treatment in Ger-
many was about $20,000 including 
airfares, not $77,000 as quoted.

• The common tests used in 
Australia – the Western Blot and 
ELISA tests – are widely acknowl-
edged as being useless for accurate 
Lyme diagnosis. But the test used 
by the German Klinic to detect the 
presence of Borreliosis (Lyme) bac-
teria is now available in Australia. 
However, very few labs are able to 
conduct the test and most doctors 
don’t seem to know to order this 
test only. 

• Lyme disease is known as “The 
Great Imitator” as it mimics many 

other common diseases. It can af-
fect any organ and cause over 150 
symptoms, which makes it extreme-
ly difficult to initially recognise even 
if you do know what to look for. 

• There’s never been a study to 
show that 30 days of antibiotic ther-
apy cures chronic Lyme disease. 
But there is much evidence that 
short courses of antibiotic therapy 
DON’T eradicate Lyme, with many 
patients relapsing.  

• Live Lyme disease spirochetes 
have been found in fleas, mites, lice, 
mosquitoes and biting flies not just 
ticks, meaning a bite from any of 
these insects could potentially lead 
to the disease.

• Other infections are often trans-
mitted along with the Lyme making 
treatment more complicated. 

If you’d like to speak to me about 
treating Lyme disease with natural 
medicine you will find me at the 
Wellness Expo at The Grand Hotel 
in Warrandyte on Sunday 15th 
November.

Catherine Bullard
Research-Warrandyte Rd

Dear editor,
I just wanted to thank you for raising the awareness of 
my new business, the Blue Pear Pantry. Since your arti-
cle and my advertisement in your newspaper the over-
whelming support of the community has been amazing! 

It gives me a great sense of satisfaction in knowing that I 
am providing a healthier alternative to others (and they 
keep coming back for more!). Thanks again. 

Deb Graham
Blue Pear Pantry

The dark truth about Lyme disease

SWIPERS Gully councillor Bronnie Hat-
tam (pictured) was unanimously voted 
in as Nillumbik Shire mayor at la recent 
special council meeting with Cr Helen 
Coleman voted in as deputy mayor.

In her acceptance speech Cr Hattam 
said her priorities for her term as mayor 
would be to continue with the strong 
advocacy for Nillumbik's environmental, 
social and economic health with other 
levels of government, through the meet-
ings with the interface mayors and CEOs 
and individually with ministers.

"I am honoured to be taking on the role 
of mayor for Nillumbik Shire Council and 
would like to thank all the councillors for 
voting unanimously for me and for all 
the people who have congratulated and 
supported me over the years.

"My family is, naturally, of great impor-
tance and raising our three children in 
this shire with the safety, the fresh air 
and space to allow free roaming in wild 
parts was a vital part of their childhood.

"My hope is that other children to come 
will have this chance, will climb trees, will 
walk to school and learn how to plant 
trees with their grandma’s as mine did. 

"My interest in politics grew from a 
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CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS
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Conundrum
Tony from Oakland Drive celebrated  
his birthday. Three days later his  
younger twin sister, Joan, celebrated 
hers. How is this possible?

Solution next issue.

Thumbs down to Warrandyte basketball

Servo at odds with a lower carbon future
Dear editor,
Scientific evidence and world opinion 
are both clear – we must act to reduce 
our reliance on fossil fuels.  Warrandyte’s 
residents are just beginning to convert 
at least some travel from cars to buses 
(and trains, bikes, trams) to begin the 
transition to a lower carbon community.  
We have a good bus service and we’d 
encourage everyone to give it a go.

The application at VCAT for a petrol sta-
tion for Warrandyte (at the Harris Gully 
roundabout) is strongly opposed by our 
local climate action group (CAN) on the 

basis that it is totally at odds with the 
concept of reducing our dependence on 
car usage. There are already many petrol 
stations nearby.

If the good people of Warrandyte ignore 
this threat, they are choosing to prefer-
ence instant access to petrol, over a safer, 
green use for this land and it will be in 
the face of all evidence that exists on 
the need to transition to a lower carbon 
world.  It will be a sad day for common 
sense and for sound governance in local 
planning if it goes ahead.  

VCAT recently announced that it is 

delaying the hearing ‘til April next year.  
This delay provides additional time for 
all of us to dig deep and donate funds for 
legal representation and to get involved 
to help fighting the battle. 

Email support to warrandytecharacter 
protection@gmail.com and visit the 
Change.org page for details. CAN has 
submitted a formal objection to VCAT on 
behalf of its 600 supporters. It is not too 
late for you to put in a formal objection 
to VCAT either.  

WarrandyteCAN (Climate Action Now)
facebook.com/warrandytecan

Dear editor,
I write this on behalf of a large group of 
men who are extremely disappointed that 
the midweek basketball competition that 
we play in has been cancelled. 

Warrandyte Basketball has decided to 
terminate the Greyburn Cup competition 
which has been running since the early 
1990s on a Wednesday night.

The late Clinton Grybus was a pioneer 
in getting this competition up and run-
ning and ran it very successfully for a 
long period of time. This competition 
draws players (generally over 30-year 
-olds) from far and wide. It provides an 
opportunity for blokes to get out and 
keep active and play with and against 
their mates.

In this day and age it is hard enough to 

break the cycle of busy work and home 
lives, so to have this competition was a 
breath of fresh air for us “old” boys to get 
away from these pressures and enjoy an 
hour of fun plus a beer afterwards. 

The competition was unfortunately 
cancelled midway through the season 
without consultation with the players 
who have been playing this competition 
for 20 plus years. 

Here’s hoping that common sense can 
prevail for Warrandyte Basketball to 
reinstate the competition next year and 
continue to provide these blokes a bit of 
fun and exercise on a Wednesday night 
which, as we all know, is very important 
for men’s health.

Sincerely,
The Greyburn Cup players.

Letters to the Diary on local topics 
are welcome. All letters — including 
emails — must include the writer’s 
full name, address and phone 
number, even if not intended for 
publication. Letters may be edited 
for reasons of style, length or 
legality. Letters can be posted to: 
Warrandyte Diary, PO Box 209, 
Warrandyte Vic 3113. They can be 
emailed to:  editor@warrandytediary.
com.au; or left at the Diary at 168-
178 Yarra St.

dear diary

COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC REPAIRS

Economical Repairs to:
 TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi, Computers, Telephones,  
 Electronic Equipment, Appliances
Computers: Laptops & Desktops Telephones:
 Repairs, Advice, Cleanup Moves, New Batteries 
 Virus Removal, Wi-Fi Extra Phone Sockets 
 Broadband Installation ACA Licensed Cabler

DAVID HOGG 9844 2360

ELECTRICIAN
▲ Domestic  
▲ Commercial
▲ Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979
NO JOB TOO SMALL

REC no. 6161

bradley curtis

Release your stress
Improve your well being

Calm your mind in serene 
surroundings

Classes for adults & children

BHAVA YOGA & DANCE CENTRE 
5a West End Rd, Warrandyte

9844 1128
bhavacentre@gmail.com

Yoga, Meditation & 
Creative Dance

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490  
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L  W O R K  G U A R A N T E E D

FULFORD RD, WONGA PARK
9722 1304

TESKEY BROTHERS
@ Kellybrook Winery
SUNDAY
29 NOV
1.30-3.30

Wine, beer and 
cider tastings. 
Grazing plates 
and picnic rugs

UltraTune Warrandyte
482 Warrandyte-Ringwood Road

9844 0008 | warrandtye@ultratune.com.au

SWIPERS Gully councillor Bronnie Hat-
tam (pictured) was unanimously voted 
in as Nillumbik Shire mayor at la recent 
special council meeting with Cr Helen 
Coleman voted in as deputy mayor.

In her acceptance speech Cr Hattam 
said her priorities for her term as mayor 
would be to continue with the strong 
advocacy for Nillumbik's environmental, 
social and economic health with other 
levels of government, through the meet-
ings with the interface mayors and CEOs 
and individually with ministers.

"I am honoured to be taking on the role 
of mayor for Nillumbik Shire Council and 
would like to thank all the councillors for 
voting unanimously for me and for all 
the people who have congratulated and 
supported me over the years.

"My family is, naturally, of great impor-
tance and raising our three children in 
this shire with the safety, the fresh air 
and space to allow free roaming in wild 
parts was a vital part of their childhood.

"My hope is that other children to come 
will have this chance, will climb trees, will 
walk to school and learn how to plant 
trees with their grandma’s as mine did. 

"My interest in politics grew from a 

childhood in Nillumbik surrounded by 
academics arguing about the political tur-
moil of the day around the dinner table. 
My childhood also influenced my passion 
for the arts, with my mother close to the 
early Montsalvat crowd.

"As councillor for Swipers Gully, I’ve 
been pleased to serve as Chair of the Arts 
Advisory Committee and supporting our 
Council Plan which promotes the arts 
and champions our artists.

"Our natural environment, the Green 
Wedge, needs our help more than ever 
before. The lungs of Melbourne are at 

risk. Each time our State of the Environ-
ment Report is released, it tells a story 
of incremental loss.

"Our aim is to reverse this trend and 
this is, to me, council’s most pressing 
and important work.

"And with our former mayor, Cr Helen 
Coleman, who is our interface represen-
tative on the peak body for local councils, 
the Municipal Association of Victoria, 
amongst other things, we will make a 
formidable team in these leadership 
roles, and I am hopeful of good outcomes 
for our shire.

"We have many challenges facing us, 
including rate capping and the freeze 
on funds from the Federal Government 
meaning we have to do more with less 
each year before we begin.

"I genuinely love this place and the shire 
is in good hands with a strong group of 
councillors heading into the election year 
with an excellent staff headed up by our 
CEO Stuart Burdack."

The meeting also saw Cr Anika Van 
Hulsen elected as chair of the Policy 
and Services Committee and Cr Michael 
Young elected as chair of the Planning 
Committee.

Swipers Gully councillor becomes mayor
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By VAL POLLEY
THIS December the Warrandyte 
Bridge will celebrate its 60th an-
niversary. For over six decades it 
has spanned the Yarra River at War-
randyte, just one of the three river 
crossings in this north-eastern part 
of the Yarra River. 

Not only has it provided the means 
of communication that has enabled 
Warrandyte and North Warrandyte 
to be a cohesive and connected 
community, it has also made links 
possible with Eltham, Kangaroo 
Ground, Research and beyond. It has 
also provided a focus on, and for, the 
township itself.

The “new” concrete bridge re-
placed the old historic timber War-
randyte Bridge, much beloved by 
generations of Warrandyte residents, 
artists and visitors.

 The picturesque timber structure, 
built at a cost of £1,413, was opened 
in September 1875 by Mr E.H. Cam-
eron MLA who christened it the 
Warrandyte Bridge. 

During its lifetime it survived both 
bushfires and floods and was report-
ed to never have been closed for 
repairs. It was enshrined in paintings 
by many notable artists including 
Penleigh Boyd and Walter Withers 
and was the subject of many heri-
tage photographs. For many years 
it was the place to be on New Year’s 
Eve. There would be piano music, 
singsongs and bagpipes often with 
the odd stick of gelignite being let off 
at midnight. People came from miles 
around to be part of the celebrations. 
There was a sense of sadness and 
nostalgia when it was learned the old 
narrow bridge with its vehicle weight 
restrictions was to be replaced. 

We think the congestion problems 
at the present bridge are only of 
recent times. Not so – an article in 
the Age in 1954 stated almost every 
family motorist would be glad to hear 
the wooden bridge, then the oldest 

structure spanning the Yarra, would 
be no more by the following summer. 
It goes on to describe the infuriating 
experience of sitting in a line of traffic 
while the single-track, wooden span 
disgorged oncoming vehicles and 
children took advantage of delays to 
buy ice creams from the café.

 However, there were many who 
were saddened to realise the 
long-standing wooden bridge, a last 
remnant of the historic gold era, was 
to be replaced by a modern concrete 
and steel structure. Not only was the 
bridge to go, the Bridge Café, a well 
patronised café close to the bridge, 
also had to move. Adverts for its 
removal appeared in the Argus from 
1950 onwards.

In 1953 the Country Road Board 
announced a bridge replacement 
program for Victoria. Fifteen new 
bridges were listed and under its 
country program Warrandyte’s 
timber bridge was designated to be 
replaced with a concrete structure. 

Tenders were let and workers 

with concreting experience called 
for. Construction work started on 
the new bridge in 1954 when a large 
Country Roads Board crane began 
placing the first girders for the new 
structure. 

It is understood some of the work-
ers employed on the bridgework lat-
er married local women and settled 
in the area. 

The earlier photos show the bridge 
under construction with a large gan-
try overhead. There was high drama 
when this collapsed (see photos)
while lifting some of the material 
into position. Later photos show the 
gantry hanging over the side of the 
bridge and dangling over the water.

The old bridge had been built         
directly in line with the war memo-
rial so it could be clearly viewed on 
the approach so the new bridge was 
slightly out of line. The old bridge 
stayed in use during construction 
with cars crossing clearly visible in 
some photos.

The new five-span concrete bridge 

cost £75,000. While it has never 
received quite the same affection 
afforded the old timber bridge, it 
is, nevertheless, a rather graceful 
structure rising high above the Yar-
ra River with gentle central curves, 
slender slab columns and vertical 
steel handrails. 

It was opened on December 8, 1955, 
by Mr (later Sir) George Reid MLA. He 
performed the ceremony by cutting 
a ribbon stretched across the road-
way of the new bridge and making a 
short speech. 

The occasion was marked by the 
presence of an official party which 
included representatives from the 
government authorities responsible 
for building the bridge as well as 
councillors and officers of the rele-
vant shires. After the speech he led 
a party of prominent citizens across 
the bridge before proceeding to a 
luncheon at the Grand Hotel War-
randyte hosted by Doncaster and 
Templestowe Council. 

The shire president of Doncaster 
and Templestowe present on that 
day was Raymond Garrett, later 
to become the president of the 
Legislative Council and receive a 
knighthood. 

It was generally felt the coming of 
the new bridge subtly altered the 
township by opening up the area 
and the pace of change began to ac-
celerate. A transformation took place 
over subsequent decades with de-
velopment, subdivision and building 
increasing. Roads were widened and 
sealed and a roundabout installed at 
the bridge’s southern end to improve 
traffic flow as traffic increased. As 
the 20th century came to a close, 
Warrandyte was no longer an isolat-
ed township; the city’s suburbs had 
advanced to its very boundaries.

 However, the town retained its 
historic aura and community spirit. 
The millennium New Year’s Eve was 
celebrated at the bridge just as in the 

days gone by. There was food and 
entertainment at the Mechanics In-
stitute Hall before the revellers made 
their way to the bridge just before 
midnight when hands were joined 
in Auld Lang Syne to see out the old 
century and welcome the new. A 
commemorative medal was issued to 
all the participants to remind them of 
the night and the celebratory custom 
at the bridge. 

Over the past few years the bridge 
has come under greater scrutiny 
with traffic congestion and emergen-
cy management issues occupying 
newspaper columns and social me-
dia space. Since the Black Saturday 
bushfires in 2009, there has been 
increasing anxiety about how the 
bridge will perform in an emer-
gency situation. Traffic gridlock at 
peak times has also caused much 
angst with many suggestions as to a 
solution ranging from widening the 
existing bridge to another bridge 
crossing being constructed.

In an answer to a question in State 
Parliament from local member Ryan 
Smith earlier this year, it was stated 
that long-term objectives to increase 
traffic capacity were under discus-
sion including strengthening the 
bridge or widening it. Outcomes are 
still to be announced. 

But these have not been the only  
issues focused on the bridge in re-
cent times. There was the ongoing 
saga of the damaged handrail which 
seemed to take forever to repair. 
There was a wonderful skit in the 
2015 Follies based on the Nordic-noir 
TV show The Bridge. It made fun of 
the fact there are different councils 
in charge at each end of the bridge 
and the ‘drama’ this can create.

So what of the future of the War-
randyte Bridge? Emergency man-
agement details are shortly to be 
released. Traffic counts and surveys 
have been undertaken to look at the 
problems and a report is due this 

Bridge over troubled
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AWARD WINNING STYLIST AND COLOUR SPECIALIST
SPECIALISING IN ALL ASPECTS OF HAIR... 

INCLUDING MALE GROOMING
AFFORDABLE BEAUTIFUL HAIR

OPEN FROM WEDNESDAY UNTIL SATURDAY
BLOW WAVE BAR OPEN FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

BLOW WAVES FROM $25.00
SPECIALISING IN ALL ASPECTS OF FORMAL HAIR

Walk-ins welcome

Shop 11 Goldfields Plaza, Warrandyte

www.arcuate.info

The finches are still tiny at 
the beginning of November. 
Born in Spring they make 
the bees look bigger than 
they should. Super bees, 
buzzing like construction 
machinery, waking up early 
in the already hot first slices 
of sunrise. Buzzing the threat 
of the not yet summer. The 
threat goes for the green first. 
It chokes the lush grass with 
its dry cough. The moisture 
is lapped up imperceptibly 
by the sun and it turns pale 
and crunchy overnight. It’s 
kindling now and everyone 
wonders how the seasons 
changed so quickly.

The trick is in the sounds. 
Spring is still audible even 
though the green is gone. 
The tiny finches and the 
super bees fill the air to 
bursting and the colours 
bleed out before you notice. 
Summer’s long days come 
too quickly veiled in the 
small birds’ calls. 

water roads
Photos: Warrandyte Historical Society archive.

Thursday (see story, right). 
There is a rumour that the bridge 

requires structural repairs and will 
have to be closed but at this stage it 
is just that, a rumour. No clarification 
has been received as yet. After 60 
years it is perhaps not too surprising 
that the bridge is showing its age. It 

was designed and built in a different 
era and yet has stood the test of 
time. A bridge has been the focal 
point of Warrandyte since the 1800s.

The old bridge stood for some 80 
years before it was replaced. Let’s 
celebrate the 60 years of service 
from the ‘new’ bridge thus far, re-

solve to never take it for granted 
and look forward to many good 
years ahead.

Warrandyte Historical Society 
and WCA will be celebrating the 
bridge’s anniversary at a combined 
end-of-year event on December 4. 
Email info@whsoc.org.au for info.

THE endless lengths of car trains 
either side of the river separated 
by the Warrandyte Bridge – and 
our Yarra River – have become 
ridiculous, and we’re all sick to 
death of it. 

Congestion, fire safety risks, 
road rage … you name it, there 
are plenty of reasons our resi-
dents are angry.

Cliches and frustrations 
abound on Warrandyte Face-
book pages. There’s even a Face-
book page set up called Fix The 
Warrandyte Bridge Bottleneck! 
where we can vent, as well as 
regular comments on the War-
randyte Business and Communi-
ty Group page.

The good news is the gov-
ernment committed to a traffic 
modeling investigation to dig out 
some possible solutions. But that 
was back in August.

Findings have been a long-time 
coming back to the real people 
who need to know: the Warran-
dyte community.

As local MP Ryan Smith right-
ly asked by way of an official 
letter over a fortnight ago in 
parliament to the Minister for 
Roads and Safety, Luke Donnel-
lan: “The Andrews government 
told Warrandyte residents that 
the report into solutions to the 
growing congestion problems 
would be finished by the end of 
August.

"The government now has a 
responsibility to share the out-

comes with the local community 
and allow an opportunity for 
input into the options.”

Mr Smith continues: “This 
work, started over a year ago 
under the previous government, 
needs to progress – the upcom-
ing fire season only highlights 
the need for timely action.”

The government has finally 
responded via a Diary inqui-
ry directly to premier Daniel       
Andrews, albeit a limp one from 
a “government spokesperson” as 
requested for attribution. 

So here it is.
“The Government is aware 

of the community's concerns 
regarding traffic movement in 
Warrandyte. A recent traffic 
modelling investigation has 
assessed possible options to pro-
vide additional vehicle crossing 
capacity at the Yarra River in 
the vicinity of Kangaroo Ground 
and Warrandyte Road Bridge in 
the event of a fire evacuation 
scenario. The study has taken 
into account a range of consid-
erations including travel times, 
current network constraints, 
queue lengths, cost and feasi-
bility of construction. The find-
ings of this investigation will 
be shared with the community 
by VicRoads at an emergency 
management forum on Thursday 
November 12 from 7pm at War-
randyte Community Church.”

So, the day has come. This 
Thursday. It's about time.

As the threat of bushfires lurks 
with such a hot start to Spring, 
and patience wears thin as we 
all stare at the back windscreens 
of other vehicles, we can only 
hope these findings deliver.

No more road 
blocks: report needs 
to be a good one

By SCOTT PODMORE

comment
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$2 million in 12 years 
celebration.
When: Saturday 21 November at 9 am - 12 noon

Where: Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch

RSVP:  Call us on 9844 2233 to find out more

Burglaries 
continue
THE series of burglaries 
committed in areas of large 
semi-rural properties is still 
ongoing, according to police. 
In October there were six 
offences committed in War-
randyte and eight offences 
committed in Park Orchards. 

More burglaries were also 
reported in Donvale and Tem-
plestowe. As previously re-
ported, thieves have taken to 
damaging alarms and CCTV 
systems before gaining en-
try to the properties. Large 
amounts of jewellery and cash 
were stolen along with some 
small amounts of expensive 
alcohol. Safes are also simply 
being carried out of prop-
erties, so police are urging 
residents to ensure they are 
securely fastened down. 

+++
POLICE were called last 

month after loads of marijua-
na plants were found dumped 
in Gold Memorial Drive in 
Warrandyte after a resident 
noticed what appeared to be 
rubbish left on the side of the 
road. More than 10 large gar-
bage bags and four pot plants 
along with a hydroponic globe 
were found at the site on Gold 
Memorial near Hussey’s Lane. 
Police are currently investi-
gating.

The resident called the War-
randyte Diary shortly after 
notifying police and said “at 
first I thought it was some id-
iot who had dumped a heap of 
rubbish, but I quickly realised 
what it was – it was some idiot 
who had dumped a heap of 
cannabis!”

MANNINGHAM crime pre-
vention unit is urging res-
idents of Warrandyte and 
surrounds to be vigilant with 
security of their homes and to 
invoke the basic Neighbour-
hood Watch Principles after 
another increase in crime in 
recent months.

Senior constable Carla Rear-
don told the Diary there had 
been a spike in burglaries in 
Warrandyte, Templestowe, 
Park Orchards and Donvale.

“By no means are we want-
ing to alarm people, but do 
need home security increased 
in the area to help deter bur-
glars,” Sen Const Reardon 
said.

 “On many occasions people 
have security systems but  
aren’t arming them or they 
are inactive for a variety of 
reasons including being bro-
ken or residents are only out 
for a short time.

“We are reminding residents 
to lock their houses including 
doors and windows, be aware 
of any suspicious behaviour, 
and people or vehicles that 
look as though they are out 
of place. 

“Descriptions and details 
are very useful. It’s import-
ant to report any suspicious 
behaviour to 000 at the time 
of seeing these things so po-
lice have the opportunity to 
attend and make an assess-
ment of it.

“Increase natural surveil-
lance, for example, keeping 
gardens trimmed and having 
working sensor lights.

Get to know your neigh-
bours and notify them if you 
will be away for a period of 
time, even just the weekend.”

+++
Warrandyte Police and the 

Manningham CIU urge all com-
munity members to immedi-
ately call 000 and report any 
suspicious people, vehicles 
and behaviour, no matter how 
trivial it may seem. 

HOME GROUND 
ADVANTAGE

Changes 
proposed 
for 
flooding
By SAMMI TAYLOR
PROPOSED changes to 
flooding overlay maps in 
Manningham will have only 
minor “preventative” ef-
fects on properties, a Diary 
inquiry has found. 

The plans are part of a re-
view, conducted in partner-
ship with Manningham City 
Council and Melbourne  
Water, which aim to pre-
vent the effects of flooding 
in the municipality. 

The changes are being 
proposed as Amendment 
C109, but Theresa Dominik, 
Director of Planning and 
Environment, says the pro-
posed changes are minor 
and “not as scary as they 
seem”.

“It’s simply just fu-
ture-proofing the area. 
We’re not taking people’s 
development rights away,” 
Ms Dominik says. 

Amendment C109 propos-
es to apply new overlays 
to a number of flood prone 
properties, which will de-
termine how much of their 
land is subject to inunda-
tion and in what areas they 
can and cannot build. 

The proposed changes 
will affect about 10,300 
properties in Manningham.

For over 59% of affected 
properties, the changes will 
be minor, as existing flood 
overlays will be removed 
completely or altered slight-
ly. Many properties will be 
exempt from planning per-
mit requirements if certain 
conditions are met.

The plans aim to ensure 
that Manningham is pre-
pared in the event of a 
severe storm and will pre-
vent avoidable damage to 
properties and land from 
occurring. 

“The flood mapping will 
assist council in prioritising 
initiatives to reduce flood 
risk to our community and 
pursuing opportunities for 
drainage upgrades,” Man-
ningham chief executive 
officer Joe Carbone says. 

“Amendment C109 does 
not change the risk of 
flooding to properties in 
Manningham, however, it 
will allow council to better 
manage the risk through 
the implantation of the and 
revised flooding overlays.”

A public exhibition for 
those affected by or in-
terested in the proposed 
changes will take place 
from Thursday November 
12 until Thursday Decem-
ber 24. 

These inspections will 
take place at Manningham 
Civic Centre, 699 Doncaster 
Road, Doncaster, during 
office hours. Doncaster, 
The Pines, Bulleen, Warran-
dyte and Box Hill branch 
libraries. Online at www.
yoursaymanningham.com.
au and The Department of 
Environment, Land, Water 
and Planning website www.
dtpli.vic.gov.au/publicin-
spection

For more information, or 
to make a written submis-
sion for consideration, visit 
www.yoursaymanningham.
com.au or call the Econom-
ic and Environmental Plan-
ning Unit on 9840 9129.

By MICHAEL DI PETTA
GOING in to get your car fixed 
is something most people 
don’t enjoy too much, be-
cause it might mean you’ve 
stuffed up somewhere along 
the line. But the team at South 
Warrandyte Ultra Tune might 
just make the experience a 
little bit easier.

Couple Jason and Andrea 
have worked wonders with 
their first business since it 
opened in February this year, 
offering a friendly and profes-
sional service that has been 
warmly welcomed by the 
Warrandyte community.

“The support we’ve had 
from the community from day 
one has been overwhelming. 
For our first business, it was a 
really big leap on a brand new 
site, but the community has 
taken hold and seem to love 
it,” Andrea says.

The couple has extensive 
dealership experience be-
tween them: Jason managed 
company stores for Ultra Tune 
four years before opening in 
South Warrandyte and has 25 
years in the motor industry. 
Completing the team is Luke 
Wright, a young local with 
plenty of expertise and An-
drea’s father Bill.

“We got Luke on board in 
July. He’s had seven years 
experience in the trade and 
is a really good lad. Him and 
Jason run the workshop out-
side and now that my mum 

and dad have just retired from 
their business, we’ve taken 
dad across as well to give him 
some hours,” Andrea says.

The business offers all sorts 
of automotive work, from 
puncture repairs to a full 
engine rebuild. Soon they are 
going to be providing more 
services leading up to Christ-
mas and in 2016.

“We realised early on in the 
service we provide you have 
to earn your keep. But it’s like 
we’ve basically known our 
customers for years, so head-

ing in to the Christmas period 
we want to do a raffle for our 
customers,” Jason says.

“In 2016 we will be intro-
ducing a night for women, or 
girls who have just got their 
licenses, who want to know 
a little bit about their cars to 
come out here. We want to 
have technicians from places 
like Castrol come out and run 
nights out here, every quarter, 
just to teach people some 
basic things that everyone 
should really know. We want 
these to be free nights, just 

to give something back to the 
community,” Andrea says. 

That is the message the 
couple wants to convey back 
to the locals of Warrandyte, 
a sincere thank you for the 
support and immediate ac-
ceptance for a small business 
doing great things.

“We got broken into two 
weeks ago here and we were 
offered computers, coffees 
and food by customers and 
by locals. Any type of com-
munication we’ve had with 
any customers has been over-

whelming. We were expecting 
it to be at least three or four 
months before the ball got 
rolling, but from the first week 
in February when we opened 
up it’s been amazing. So we 
just want to say thank you,” 
Andrea says.

“It’s not just a business for 
us, Jason’s passion is cars 
and he’s found someone with 
Luke who has the same drive 
and the same passion. It’s not 
just working on the car, it’s 
seeing a customer walking 
out happy.”

In tune with community



12 Warrandyte Diary November 2015 November 2015 Warrandyte Diary 13

Great big boogie in the bush

home made & locally grown  
we support local & organic

thejoyfullpantry.com.au               

Delicious gourmet food and wine hampers, lovingly crafted and locally made.  
The perfect gift for Christmas and special occasions. Spoil your friends, family and clients with a 
premium food and wine hamper from our selection. Order online www.thejoyfullpantry.com.au

Vegetarian & vegan friendly 
 buy 10 hampers & get 1 free!

ENQUIRIES/ORDERS hampers@thejoyfullpantry.com.au - 0412 618 583

Hot spring, 
be prepared
UNSEASONALLY hot spring 
weather is an early warn-
ing to Manningham and 
Nillumbik residents to get 
their properties in order 
and make sure their family 
and friends have a bushfire 
plan in place.

The hot start to Spring has 
prompted Nillumbik to al-
ready begin its fire danger 
period as of November 9.

Manningham mayor Cr 
Paul McLeish said with 
temperatures on some days 
already reaching mid to 
high 30s and combined 
with strong winds, we are 
experiencing conditions 
that pose significant risk of 
fire.

“While we experienced 
a lot of rain over winter, 
there was not enough rain 
to soak the ground so in 
many areas grass is drying 
rapidly and the forests are 
also very dry, which is a 
concern to the CFA,” Cr  
McLeish said. 

Cr McLeish said having a 
well maintained property 
can increase the chances 
of your home and your 
neighbourhood surviving in 
the event of a bushfire, so 
now is the time to begin the 
clean up.

“Even if your plan is to 
leave early before a fire 
starts, it is crucial to pre-
pare your property in the 
lead up to the fire season. 
This includes clearing any 
excess debris or garden 
waste from your property.” 

“In the lead up to the 
fire danger period, garden 
waste vouchers will be 
available to residents living 
in a bushfire prone area. 
Residents living in these 
areas can request up to 
four vouchers which can be 
redeemed on November 15, 
22 and 29 and December 6.

“The bundled garden 
waste service is part of the 
hard waste service offered 
to Manningham residents. 
Each household is entitled 
to two collections of either 
hard waste, bundled gar-
den waste or a combination 
of each per year.”

For more information on 
garden waste collections 
or to book, visit www.man-
ningham.vic.gov.au/book-a-
waste-collection

In many areas of Manning-
ham planning permits are 
required to remove vegeta-
tion. If you are considering 
removing any vegetation 
you should call our Statu-
tory Planning Unit on 9840 
9470 to discuss your plans.

By CHERIE MOSELEN
WARRANDYTE’S annual vil-
lage festival is a diverse mix 
of music, art and family enter-
tainment. Just as colourful is 
the assorted bunch of volun-
teers that come together each 
month to form its working 
committee.

About 40 talented and tire-
less volunteers make up the 
committee that puts on War-
randyte’s biggest event of 
the year. Still, vice president 
Adie Courtney told the Diary 
there was always room for 
fresh faces.  

“We always have the wel-
come mat ready for anyone 
who wants to join our festi-
val family,” she said. “Some 
people come and go after a 
few years; others have been 
around for decades. Roles 
change and our committee 
members are free to change 
with them.” 

Adie, who has had several 
jobs - organising the pre-festi-
val cocktail party and co-man-
aging the music on the River-
bank Stage - recently stepped 
down as committee president 
after five years.

“I enjoyed my time as pres-
ident, but then I enjoyed my 
formative years as the ‘duck 
lady’ too! That’s the great 
thing about bringing the festi-
val together, there is genuine 
encouragement to have a go 
at different things,” said Adie.

According to one festival 
committee spokesperson, or-
ganising the event is a lot like 
“throwing a gigantic party”.

New president Jamie Fergu-
son (who also fronts regular 

favourite Nude Funk Orches-
tra) has been ‘coming to the 
party’ for a while now.

“You could say almost 
since I can remember,” he 
explained, “because my Dad, 
Tim Ferguson, was one of the 
original founding members of 
the festival back in 1977.”  

Jamie said he first started 
helping out by booking music 
for the various stages and 
assisting with the youth Battle 
of the Bands. 

“In recent years I’ve been 
‘king of the garbage’, so pres-
ident seemed the logical next 
step!” he laughed.

“My wife Cath also performs 
regularly at the festival in one 

of her many bands and my 
kids are both heavily involved 
through Warrandyte Primary 
School and helping out over 
the weekend.

“We just put the entire week-
end aside and it usually takes 
a week to recover but it’s such 
a buzz. Each year throws up 
new surprises and moments 
that we all remember and still 
laugh about! To me, that's the 
success of this festival - it’s 
about coming together and 
having fun and I hope it stays 
that simple.”

Committee portfolios range 
from organising musical acts 
and food stalls, to helping 
with car parking, manning the 

information caravan, stage 
construction, lighting, and 
so on. 

“Any offer of help is appre-
ciated,” said committee sec-
retary Claire Harrison. “And if 
people come along with new 
ideas that fit with the festival, 
they can make up their own 
roles - we’re all for it!”

One committee spot cur-
rently up for grabs is the Kids 
Market. 

“We are looking for one or 
two people to take on this 
portfolio. It involves liaising 
with local schools, creating 
certificates, being a point of 
contact for enquiries and ba-
sically managing the market 

on the day,” said Claire. “It’s 
an event that gets lots of kids 
creating and baking, so if this 
is a job that sounds like fun, 
we would love someone to 
come and make it their own.”

Claire too has had several 
roles since joining the com-
mittee seven years ago and 
said she enjoyed being part of 
such a dynamic and friendly 
group.

“We meet eight times over 
the course of a year. There’s 
a Christmas party and also 
a get-together after each fes-
tival to share feedback,” she 
said. “It’s a strong committee 
with a blend of experienced 
people and newcomers, which 
enables the festival to evolve 
while remaining true to its 
origins.” 

Warrandyte Festival will 
be held across the weekend 
March 18-20 next year. The 
dance-related theme is: Boo-
gie in the Bush.

Art and Craft Market stall 
expression of interest forms 
are open until February 19. 
The cost is $100 for the entire 
weekend or $75 for a single 
day. Applications are online 
this year at www.warrandytef-
estival.org

Sounds like the new theme 
will have festivalgoers danc-
ing ‘til dusk.

In a word: Grooving.
If you would like to be 

part of Warrandyte’s lively 
festival committee, contact 
Claire, Jamie or Adie at  
contact@warrandytefestival.
org or say hello on Facebook 
at facebook.com/warrandyte 
festival.

By SCOTT PODMORE
FAMOUS Warrandyte artist 
Cherry Manders is putting 
up hundreds of her vibrant 
works for those on the hunt 
for beautiful Christmas gifts 
for someone special this 
year with sales on the last 
two weekends of this month.

With more than 300 exqui-
site works created in the 
past year or so, the prolific 
artist says she’s opening her 
Tills Drive doors for people 
“to buy paintings at afford-
able prices for Christmas.” 
Cherry’s work is contempo-
rary impressionist with a 
modern twist. Her trademark 
is her colour.

“People usually don’t say 
what the subject is when 
they’re looking at my work, 
they mention the colour. 

They usually say they recog-
nise my paintings from the 
colour. I’ve got a pretty free 
style, I’m not traditional, I’m 
sort of inbetween, really,” 
Cherry told the Diary.

Cherry has some small 
works showing at Quadrant 
Gallery in Hawthorn and oth-
ers at Yarragon’s Town and 
Country Gallery.

In more good news for bud-
ding artists and sculptors in 
town, Cherry also plans to 
soon announce classes for 
those interested. 

“I’ll definitely be taking 
classes for painting and keen 
to take classes in figurative 
sculpture,” she said. “But 
I still want to have a bit of 
time to do my own paintings, 
maybe one or two days a 
week.” 

Cherry taught at Potter’s 

Cottage for about 20 years 
and did sculpture for a long 
time.

“I just wanted to get on 
with my painting, and it’s 
simply a case that I just 
don’t commercially produce 
sculpture any more, but I’m 
certainly happy to teach.”

The lessons will be at her 
home in Tills Drive and with 
limited intakes for classes 
people should be quick to 
book as spaces will no doubt 
fill fast.

Cherry Manders’ works 
will be on sale on Saturday 
November 21 and 28 at 33-35 
Tills Drive from 10am until 
5pm.  It’s a great opportunity 
to get an original piece by a 
Warrandyte artist up on your 
wall. You can also view the 
collection by appointment, 
call Cherry on 9844 3895 or 

Hundreds of Cherry 
Manders gems on sale

Festival fun: Adie Courtney and Jamie Ferguson
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Ready to rock

Circle Singing 
loops into town
By SCOTT PODMORE
KIRSTY Morphett is an experienced 
voice and piano teacher, composer, 
arranger, songwriter and community 
facilitator bringing Circling Singing to 
Warrandyte at the Mechanics Insti-
tute Hall on November 21.

“It is a community music-making 
practice for people at all levels of 
singing ability, and anyone can par-
ticipate from where they are,” Kirsty 
told the Diary.

 “The types of things people can 
expect include voice and movement 
warm-up exercises and musical 
games and exercises to encourage 
creativity with the voice, and a sup-
portive environment to discover the 
music that is within and around us. 
Spontaneous compositions arise and 
joy soon follows!

 “It is hoped a regular Circle Sing-
ing group will be meeting in 2016 
to continue the practice and create 
a thriving community around the 
practice in Warrandyte. It’s all hap-
pening on Saturday 21st November, 
3pm-5pm, at the Mechanics Institute 
Hall. Wear comfortable clothing and 
footwear, and bring a spirit of cre-
ative curiosity.”

Earlier this year Kirsty embarked 
on a training journey to the US, 
including the Circlesongs form with 
Bobby McFerrin and Rhiannon, as 
well as Developmental Community 
Music with music therapist and edu-
cator Kalani Das. 

"She brings a passionate and in-
spired perspective on the role of 
creativity and music practice in 
daily life, as a rich and deep way to 
connect with our humanness and our 
larger spirit," Kirsty says.

Inspired by the work of master 
vocalists and facilitators Bobby 
McFerrin and Rhiannon, Circle Sing-
ing is a playful and deep group 
improvisation practice for creative, 
musical and personal development. 
Primarily vocal and musical, it also 
extends and weaves in “explorations 
of movement, language and story”. 
Participants learn to "deeply listen" 
to themselves and each other, and 
discover their own innate connection 
to the flow and magic of the present 
moment through the creative act.

More info: Call 0430 530 270 or 
email kirstymorphett@gmail.com 

By LISA MALE-ROBERTSON
HEADING off to interview Sam Tes-
key to coincide with the return of 
Sunday sessions at Kellybrook Win-
ery, I receive a text message: “I’ll just 
be down the back extracting honey. 
Call when you’re here … Sam.”

I had been wondering how to begin 
this article on the Teskey Brothers 
and he’d sweetly started it for me.

Many locals would know the Tes-
key Brothers who have been playing 
around town, at the Warrandyte Fes-
tival, the Kellybrook Cider Festival 
and on DiaryTV when we featured 
bands in the area.

Sam and his brother Josh Teskey 
started playing music at home to-
gether as teenagers and formed the 
band about five years ago.

There are usually four members: 
Sam, Josh, Ben Love and two fill in 
drummers. Their style is a fusion 
of blues, soul, jazz, rock, bluegrass, 

reggae, latin, gypsy featuring covers 
and original pieces.

When I arrive at his place in North 
Warrandyte, I find Sam and his 
friends extracting honey in a build-
ing at the back of the property. 

He was born here and inherited 
the bees when his parents moved 
further out.

As Sam shows me through his stu-
dio, which has been built and sound-
proofed using recycled materials, he 
talks about his love of the old-school 
analogue recording system.

He explained the recordings are 
eventually transferred to digital but 
prefers to record using the older 
tape system, much like global rock 
stars Foo Fighters did with their 
most recent album Wasting Light. 

“It glues everything together with 
greater synergy,” Sam says.

In daggy interview style, I ask Sam 
about a favourite part of Warran-

dyte. His reply is not surprising: 
“The River.”

“The river has been a long relation-
ship. Many band members met by 
hanging down there.”

With the great success and lon-
gevity of the Cider Festival, it was 
a no brainer for Kellybrook Winery 
to create a few Sunday afternoon 
music sessions.

Phil Kelly head winemaker at Kel-
lybrook says: “The combination of 
our winery, the gardens and our love 
of music and festivals means we are 
keen on keeping these Sunday ses-
sions going. Especially if local artists 
and the community are interested 
and involved.”

The Teskey Brothers who played 
at this year’s 27th Cider Festival will 
be playing on Sunday November 29 
from 1.30pm to 3.30pm.

Wine, cider and beer tastings avail-
able as well as grazing plates.

By SAMMI TAYLOR
TALENTED young musicians from 
the Greater Warrandyte region are 
putting on a not-to-be-missed show 
this month. 

The annual Wonnies Battle of the 
Bands, hosted by Wonnies Music and 
Sport, will showcase the hard work 
of Warrandyte’s best primary school 
bands and music groups. 

Students from Anderson’s Creek 
Primary School, Donvale Primary, 
Eastwood Primary and more will 
have the chance to perform in 
front of a live audience, on a stage 
equipped with professional sound 
and lighting gear. The school bands 
have been preparing for months to 
compete in the competition, hoping 
to wow their family and friends and 
the all important judging panel. 

“It’s something I never got the op-
portunity to do when I was younger, 
get up on stage and be in a rock 
band. It was always concert bands or 
brass bands, orchestras and stuff,” 
says Scott Van Gestrel, director and 
founder of Wonnies. 

“Nowadays with shows like The 
Voice, these kids want to get up on 
stage and perform in front of an 
audience.”

The professional set up of the event 
is an added bonus, Scott says, and 
really gives the kids a taste of what 
it feels like to play a live music gig. 

This year, the battle will be record-
ed and filmed, giving the kids a me-
mento of their experience. And a few 
years down the track, when they’re 
famous, it might even be evidence 
of their musical career beginnings. 

There are two coveted prizes to 
give out this year. On top of the 
overall winner of the battle, there’s 
a new award for an up and coming 
band, chosen by the judges. 

“It’s for young bands, kids who 
are eight or nine who have never 
been on a stage before. They get to 
perform on a stage, so instead of 
competing for the big prize, which is 
a challenge, they get to compete for 
a junior prize,” Scott says.

High school students have an op-
portunity to perform as well in super 
bands, made up of past winners 
and students from Wonnies. Quiet 
Bedlam, an acoustic trio from War-

randyte High School, are headlining 
this year’s battle. 

The community is heavily involved 
in the event—not only are they 
encouraged to attend, but there’s 
a strong Warrandyte presence in 
the judging panel, which features 
a music teacher, a representative 
from one of the primary schools and 
a keen member of the community. 

“I’d love to get a celebrity judge 
one day, that’d be cool,” Scott says. 

Sponsors are another huge part of 
community involvement, and Scott is 
incredibly thankful for the support of 
local businesses, including the Diary, 
Quinton’s IGA, Bunnings Warehouse 
and more. 

Wonnies Battle of the Bands 
will be held at Anderson’s Creek 
Primary School at 12pm on             
November 29.

 More details can be found at 
www.wonnies.com.au

Kirsty Morphett and David Tynan of 
Warrandyte Arts Assocation.

Analogue buzz at Kellybrook

THE object was simple … to take a 
photograph that best captures the 
image and mood of spring, and War-
randytians and others were snapping 
straight away in the Spring to Life 
photographic competition run by the 
Warrandyte Business and Communi-
ty Network Facebook group recently.

Judged by occasional Diary snap-
per Sallyanne Hartnell from Reflect 
Photography, there were loads of 
fantastic entries for all to see on 
the Facebook page and the winners 
were: 

1st prize 6-9 years section
Phoebe Butterfield for her photo 

of a tulip in the garden (far left). 
Phoebe won a Warrandyte voucher 
to Warrandyte Lollies and Treats 
and the Blue Pear Pantry owned by 
Deb Graham.

1st prize 10-14 section
Hamish Maxwell for his photo of a 

gate and rolling hills and countryside 
(top).

 His prize was a voucher to Cyrus 
Greek and Persian restaurant. 
Hamish’s younger brother Angus 
won fourth prize in the 5-9 section, 
so there’s clearly some photography 
skills in the Maxwell family.

1st prize 15 and over
Tess Gardiner for her wattle blos-

som close up (far right). Tess’s prize 
was a voucher to Olivigna restaurant.

Organiser Lucy Appleby said 10 
businesses donated prizes which 
went to the other place getters.

“I think everyone was just amazed 
and the the quality and artistic cre-
ativity of all the entrants,” Lucy told 
the Diary.

Springing into some happy 
snap action on Facebook
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Here’s a selection from our latest set of contributions from Diary readers for Pets in Paradise. Be sure to send yours in for next month’s 
edition with PETS IN PARADISE in the subject line, a photo and a brief blurb about your pet to info@warrandytediary.com.au

PERFECT FOR CHRISTMAS FUNCTIONS

By GEM NOSTREM
REIKI healing, chakra balancing, 
psychic readings, food intoler-
ance testing, intuitive healing 
and loads more is set to draw a 
crowd of interested onlookers 
at The Purple Dragonfly’s first 
ever Wellness Expo on Sunday 
November 15 at the Grand Hotel 
Warrandyte.

“There will be a lot to explore 
and take in,” an excited owner of 
The Purple Dragonfly, Jane Offer, 
told the Diary this week.

The event is free to attend and 
will take place from 11am to 
4.15pm with door prizes on the 
hour and products available for 
purchase on the day including 
crystals, oracle cards, journals, 
books, CDs, therapeutic tea, bam-

Purple people treaters
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TASTINGS EVERY FRIDAY  
from 5–8pm

We are a family business that prides itself on being one of the last true  
wine cellars constantly searching for the best products from family owned  

and produced boutique vineyards. 

We offer sensational wines from all over Australia, with a great collection  
of hard to find vintage wines, quality cleanskins, over 200 craft beers  

and Australian spirits. We actively source the best wines available which  
enables us to buy wine on its taste and value, not a reputation or brand name.

Unique products, great deals, and wonderful customer service. 
We aim to please!

Come and open your eyes to a whole new wine experience!

Shops 3&4, 242 Yarra Street, Warrandyte  
9844 5590 warrandytecellars@bigpond.com 

www.warrandytecellars.com

TRADING Monday to Saturday 11am–8pm Sunday & Public Holidays 11am–6pm

Warrandyte Cellars

Bridge Arcade Shops OPEN 7 days 9844 5590

188 Yarra St, Warrandyte  
(opposite the Bakery) 

9 84 4  5 7 7 8 
vanillaorchid.com.au

Open 
Tues to Sat  5.30pm - 10pm

Sunday  11am - 10pm
Dine In & Takeaway

Try our new dishes!
Come along to Vanilla Orchid  

and try some of our new items on the menu.

Christmas is fast approaching  
Book early for your get-together.

By GEM NOSTREM
REIKI healing, chakra balancing, 
psychic readings, food intoler-
ance testing, intuitive healing 
and loads more is set to draw a 
crowd of interested onlookers 
at The Purple Dragonfly’s first 
ever Wellness Expo on Sunday 
November 15 at the Grand Hotel 
Warrandyte.

“There will be a lot to explore 
and take in,” an excited owner of 
The Purple Dragonfly, Jane Offer, 
told the Diary this week.

The event is free to attend and 
will take place from 11am to 
4.15pm with door prizes on the 
hour and products available for 
purchase on the day including 
crystals, oracle cards, journals, 
books, CDs, therapeutic tea, bam-

boo products, and plenty of great 
Christmas gift ideas.

A program of events can be 
accessed at thepurpledragonfly.
com.au 

“There’s a mix of mainstream 
and additional, more complemen-
tary approaches to health and 
wellness,” Jane says. “It’s a great 
opportunity for us to showcase 
our therapists and a couple of 
local suppliers, including local 
authors.”

Some of the highlights of the 
day will include: intuitive heal-
ing sessions with trance healer 
David  Offer; food intolerance 
testing with homeopath Catherine 
Bullard; psychic art works with        
Sophia Rigas; angel symbols and 
essences and what they mean, 
and; sound experience with Ruth 

Marr and her beautiful crystal 
singing bowls will be running 
throughout the day.

The program of talks also         
includes reiki master and animal 
healer Nicole Jacobsen doing a 
presentation about how to “deep-
en your connection with animals 
in your life” and Felicity Kearton 
presents hypnotherapy for weight 
loss, or to quit smoking, releasing 
anxiety and phobias, and explain-
ing past life regression. 

“It will be a great day, so come 
on down to the Grand and spend 
some time at the Wellness Expo,” 
Jane says.

The Purple Dragonfly Wellness 
Expo, Sunday November 15, 
Grand Hotel Warrandyte. For 
more information visit  
www.thepurpledragonfly.com.au

Purple people treaters

A POPULAR wedding with a 
gorgeous bride and groom took 
place last month as many War-
randyte connections celebrated 
the wedding of Jodie and Adam 
Farrugia. The evening cocktail 
wedding and ceremony was held 
in the courtyard at Olivigna and 
reception was inside with 82 
guests, “30 of whom were our 
closest friends and the rest were 
family”, according to Jodie.
 “Eight had travelled out from 
England, who were my grand-
parents, my dad and brothers 
and step-mum. We wanted 
something very intimate and 
relaxed, the venue was fanstastic 
for what we were after. And the 
food was AMAZING. We had a 
huge antipasto grazing table, 
roaming canapés, and Anna the 
owner surprised us with a big 

suckling pig half way through 
the night which was carved up 
by a chef for everyone. It was 
fantastic,” Jodie told the Diary.

Jodie’s dress was by Kara Jade 
Designs and Adam’s suit was 
from Briggins. Photographer was 
Ed Sloane, videographer was 
Zoe Coldham.

Jodie and Adam tie the knot
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No, it wasn’t Friday the 13th, nor was 
it the end of the world as we know 
it, but families were out in force to 
celebrate that American tradition, 
Halloween, on October 31. 
Most of the action took place at 
Halloween central, Warrandyte 
Lollies & Treats, with loads of fun and 
competitions, while many houses 
joined in the spooky atmosphere 
with decorations, bowls of treats 
and the now customary balloon at 
the front of the house to indicate a 
household's willingness to take part.
Our photographers including 
STEPHEN REYNOLDS, BILL 
HUDSON-MCAULEY, SCOTT 
PODMORE and JON LLOYD braved 
the streets to capture some of the 
best in town.

Creepy, kooky & a  
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little bit spooky!
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House party celebrates 25 years

www.billanook.vic.edu.au
197 Cardigan Road, Mooroolbark                                   

An Independent, Co-educational School of the Uniting Church                                                                            
Educating children from Early Learning to Year 12

Next College Tour: Tuesday 24 November, 10.30am

Billanook/Warrandyte bus extension
Now coming from Doncaster

Doncaster       Warrandyte       Billanook College

Billanook College
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and we will call you back

)

market

By CHERIE MOSELEN
WARRANDYTE Neighbourhood 
House celebrated 25 years as an in-
corporated association last month, 
hosting a community celebration 
that included local musicians, 
games for young and old, and a 
large birthday cake.

About 50 people - managers, 
tutors, class attendees and com-
mittee members – enjoyed the 
festivities.

Official guests from Manningham 
City Council, Jan Loughman (Co-or-
dinator Social Planning & Commu-
nity Development) and Bromwyn 
Morphett (Community Building & 
Grants Facilitator) were in atten-
dance, along with Mullum Mullum 
ward councillor Meg Downey.

Committee president, Christine 
Nicholl, shared a brief history of 
the grassroots organisation.

Warrandyte Neighbourhood 
House Inc was formed as the final 
legacy of a member-owned commu-
nity co-operative, initiated in 1981 
by committed locals to create work 

for Warrandyte unemployed.
At the forefront of the Co-op, 

(which set up a wood yard, mud-
brick making business, childcare 
centre, labour exchange system, 
youth coffee shop and citizens’ 
advice bureau) were two influential 
local women: Louise Joy and veter-
an activist Jean Chapman.

As well as adult education pro-
grams, the organisation began to 
operate an occasional childcare 
centre, and offered a family sup-
port program and a book exchange 
(one of Jean’s pet projects) that 
ran for almost 10 years.

Karen Throssell, co-ordinator of 
the Neighbourhood House from 
2001 to 2013, shared two poems 
which showed the contrast be-
tween the House as it was with a 
much older demographic, to that of 
its current emphasis.

The Heart, written in 2007, spoke 
about women discovering (or redis-
covering) their potential through 
the organisation. 

Karen’s later homage to the 

House, Community starts with a C, 
described its evolution, with a plea 
to remember the heart, regardless 
of changing times:

…Here’s hoping that this critical 
new era with our classy new Coor-
dinator

has kept the best of our C words 
and has ushered in a whole new 
lot  - like:

Cool, even Chouette (Fr for cool)
Calm
Chic
Contemporary
with new courses dedicated to: 

children, careers, cinema, culture, 
and change,

And above all I know you will all 
continue to conscientiously capture 
the Coeur (Fr. for heart) of our Com-
munity.

Today, Warrandyte Neighbour-
hood House remains true to its or-
igins, running community classes, 
while hosting new events such as 
the Warrandyte Film Society.

Manager since 2013, Emma Ed-
monds, reflected warmly on those 

origins in her speech:
“Recently, I was speaking with 

a parent at Anderson’s Creek Pri-
mary School and she told me how, 
as a young person, she had loved 
coming to the Co-op’s youth club 
and how it had kept them all out 
of trouble. I told her about our 
Go Girls club and she joined her 
daughter up,” she said.

About the popular group for 
young girls, Emma added:

“The girls were writing on the 
whiteboard things they liked about 
Go Girls. There was stuff about 
having fun, respecting each other, 
learning new things, looking after 
each other. And there was one line 
that said 'Together we raise each 
other up'." 

I think that is a pretty good goal 
for Go Girls, a good goal for a 
Neighbourhood House, and a pret-
ty good goal for a community, too.” 

Neighbourhood House tutor and 
local artist Nancy Johnson, (whose 
much-loved cake decorating and 
children’s drawing classes were 

always full) made a special cake for 
the day, which was cut by young 
visitor three-year old Olive Rogan 
and life member Jenny Chapman 
(representing ‘founding mother’ 
Jean Chapman who could not be 
present). 

Emma thanked the volunteers 
“who have been at the core of this 
organisation since its inception 
and continue to be today” for their 
great contribution. She said that 
while many things in the world 
have changed, the fundamentals of 
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 
have remained the same: 

“We want to get together with 
other people in our community, 
have fun with them, learn from 
them, feel supported and in turn 
lend a hand when we can help 
someone else out.  All those things 
happen here at the Neighbourhood 
House.” 

Warrandyte Neighbourhood 
House, 168 Yarra Street. Program 
info: warrandyteneighbourhood 
house.org.au or phone 9844 1839.

House party celebrates 25 years
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YOU can’t keep such good news away 
from the rest of the planet, especially 
with our locals packing the Diary in their 
suitcases.

Long-term Warrandyte residents Mari-
an and Eric Houghton may have moved 
to Numurkah last year, but they make 
sure they stay in touch through the Diary. 

Former North Warrandyte CFA fire 
chief  and lighting-video designer Rohan 
Thornton (above left) took time out from 
working on the lighting for James Pack-
er's new casino in Macau to get a dose of 
his beloved local rag.

"I was in Macau working on the exteri-
or lighting for Packer’s new casino that 
opened recently. While I was waiting for 
something to be fixed, I discovered a 
copy of the Diary in my bag, so why waste 
an opportunity," Rohan told us.

Meanwhile, Adrian Rice and fellow    
'Dytian friends took our news to the 
streets of Burma at the Schwedagon Pa-
goda in Yangon, Burma, and the Diary's 
very own Briony Bottarelli caught up 
with her siblings (the Gibsons) in Cairns 
and brought them up to speed with the 
latest news from Warrandyte.

Send your Diary Goes Global photos 
to info@warrandytediary.com.au with 
DIARY GOES GLOBAL in the subject line 
for your chance to win the annual prize 
of a weekend away in a cabin at Crystal 
Brook Tourist Park. 

The only place to stay in  
a cabin, in a caravan or  
for a camping experience
n Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover  
 ‘al fresco’ area
n Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)
n We host local birthday parties!
n Cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends
n Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!

182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 3637 Email info@cbtp.com.au

I am confused as to 
whether I should attempt 
to book my holiday on-
line, or should I talk to 
a travel agent? I am not 
terribly computer savvy! 

(Jeff, Warrandyte)

The internet has become 
an invaluable tool for 
all things travel.  It is a 
wonderful source of infor-
mation on destinations, 

flights and accommodation as well 
as for price comparisons. 
It is widely used by the general 
public to book flights and accommo-
dation and there is simply nothing 
wrong with this if you feel comfort-
able doing so. If you are considering 
booking your holiday via the inter-
net, always use reputable booking 
sites, avoid those you have never 
heard of offering too good to be true 
deals  - they usually are!  Make sure 
you check the details of your book-
ing carefully as the onus is on you if 
something goes wrong.  
On the other hand, travel agents are 
your vacation advocate. They’ll find 
you the best prices, and if by chance 
something bad happens, they’ll be 
there to clean up the mess. 
Travel agent’s become invaluable 
when you are planning a more com-
plicated itinerary, or travel to ‘out 
of the way places’.  Most are well 
travelled and are willing to share 
their first hand experiences of des-
tinations you may be interested in.  
They are constantly updating their 
professional knowledge and it is this 
advice which will add to the overall 
enjoyment of your holiday. 
A well-planned itinerary will provide 
a seamless journey and very often 
save you money in the long run.  
Travel agents take the stress out of 
vacations.  Imagine not having to 
worry about arranging travel, hotels, 
meals, and excursions. Choose an 
agent you would like to work with.  
As they get to know you, you will 
notice how your itinerary becomes 
more and more personalised. 
Jeff, there is no right or wrong way 
to book your holiday – the message 
is to manage it in a way you feel 
comfortable.
Our travel expert, Carolyn Allen is 
Manager of Warrandyte Travel and 
Cruise. Contact her on Carolyn@
warrandytetravel.com.au

Online? Or agent?

Diary goes global here, there & everywhere

Send your entries to 
info@warrandytediary.com.
au with Diary Goes Global 
in the subject line and be 
in the running to win a 
weekend away at Crystal 
Brook Holiday Park.
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HEN’S the best time 
to visit Myanmar? 
The short answer 
is now, before the 
hair braids, beach 

massages, mani/pedis, and cheap 
T-shirts that seem to represent 
many beautiful Asian countries. 

Visit now while Myanmar main-
tains the look of old Asia with 
remote villages, traditional fishing 
techniques, spectacular pagodas, 
exceptional food and a photogra-
pher’s dream. 

With limited time, I booked and 
travelled with Intrepid Tours who 
organised everything, including 
my visa, a pick up from the airport 
and all the finer details that I would 
have normally organised myself 
as an independent traveller. From 
start to finish, their service was 
exemplary.

My small group met in Yangon 
(formerly known as Rangoon), a 
large busy city that has a major 
traffic issue after motor bikes were 
banned in 2003. A simple 10km taxi 
ride can take an hour during peak 
periods. 

A must see is the Shwedagon 
Pagoda (also known as the Gold-
en Pagoda) located west from 
Royal Lake and regarded as one 
of the holiest sites with devotees 
coming from all around Myanmar 
to worship, offer flowers, wash 
holy statues and meditate. Built 
over 2500 years ago, the Pagoda 
is believed to enshrine strands of 
Buddha’s hair and other holy rel-
ics. The 110m-high central stupa is 
covered in gold—not gold leaf, but 
thick plates of solid gold. Near the 
apex there are over 5400 diamonds 
and 2300 rubies embedded on the 
outside with a 72-carat diamond 
as the feature. As is customary at 
all temples and pagodas, shoes off, 
shoulders and knees covered. The 
Pagoda late in the day towards sun-
set was certainly a stunning site.

In Mandalay, only a brief flight 
north of Rangon we explored the 
town of Mingun, which has the 
largest unfinished Pagoda and the 
impressive White Temple. A visit 
to the temple at Mandalay Hill at 
sunset is essential with panoramic 
views of the countryside that gives 
perspective on the fertile land and 
waterways around this bustling 
town. It’s here we chatted with 
young monks who practice their 
English with travellers and share 
their story of life in the monas-
tery. There are 500,000 monks and 
150,000 nuns in Myanmar, that’s 
around 1.5% of the country in 
orders. Most young boys spend at 
least some time in the monastery 
as a monk before returning to their 
families.

The Sandamani Pagoda is a short 
drive from Mandalay and contains 
the largest iron Buddha weighing 
18,521 tons. Additionally, there are 
1774 marble slabs inscribed in San-
skrit commentaries and is known 
as the largest book in the world. 
A photographer’s paradise with 
beautifying light, colours, textures 
and angles to test your skills.

A long boat ride down the Ir-
rawaddy River had us arriving in 
Bagan, my favourite place in Myan-
mar. From the 11th to 13th century, 
over 10,000 different pagodas were 
constructed and today 3000 are 
intact, spread across 42km. Angkor 

Wat in Cambodia was constructed 
around this same era but there 
are few comparisons. My camera 
couldn’t encapsulate the vastness 
and breadth of all the stupas, tem-
ples and pagodas. A dusk horse 
and cart ride to see Bagan through 
different eyes was delightful. We 
travelled through villages, chat-
ted with locals, met a few other 
tourists then finally stopped for 
that classic sunset photo over the 
many temples. 

Mount Popa is a two-hour drive 
from Bagan and well worth the 
drive. Atop a volcanic plug ris-
ing 737m above sea level, is the 
Buddhist monastery Taung Kalat. 
Access to the temple is via the 
well-maintained 777 stairs, cov-
ered the entire way by a canopy. 
We arrived the day before the full 
moon and there were so many 
visitors and pilgrims the road 
was in gridlock. Abandoning the 
vehicle, we walked our way to Mt 
Popa chatting to the locals in the 
open aired trucks and cars, taking 
photos, buying fruit and playing 
games with the local children.

Visiting Myanmar with Intrepid 
Travel allowed our group to prac-
tice some responsible travelling. 
By bringing a small foldup bag 

meant we didn’t need a plastic 
one when purchasing items. Every 
day we could refill our water bottle 
from a large water drum instead of 
buying small plastic ones. We were 
told not to buy trinkets from small 
children as education is highly val-
ued. Our visit to a village primary 
school was fortuitous as we passed 
by during their morning break. We 
were told that if they were in class 
we could not interrupt their stud-
ies. It was refreshing to travel with 
a company mindful of the impact 
tourism has on a country.

In all my years of travelling, I 
have never met people who are so 
kind, generous, proud and helpful. 
They were always welcoming and 
polite and a smile and a nod go a 
long way in Myanmar. Most people 
live in villages that have largely 
unchanged for hundreds of years: 
oxcarts, farmers, fisherman, prac-
ticing the same traditions, eating 
the same food, wearing the same 
clothes. Visit now and discover a 
country that is virtually untouched 
by tourism and before the hair 
braids become the norm.
For further tips on travelling in 
Myanmar visit Debi’s blog Urban 
Drifter at: https://deborahslinger.
wordpress.com

Myanmar magic
When it comes to experiencing Myanmar, formerly known as Burma, guest Diary travel 
writer DEBI SLINGER says there’s no time like the present.
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By SAMMI TAYLOR
THERE’S nothing quite like the 
bond between mother and daugh-
ter. But for Warrandyte duo Helen 
and Kirsten Brewer it’s more than 
just family: it’s business.

The mother and daughter are 
the proud owners of The Joyfull 
Pantry, a gift hamper company 
that specialises in gourmet good-
ies and wine. 

More than just a business or 
profit plan, The Joyfull Pantry is a 
flexible lifestyle choice for Helen 
and Kirsten; one that allows them 
to work closely together from 
their homes in Warrandyte and 
nurture that special bond. 

“My mum is my best friend. 
We’d had a few different business 
ideas, but we both love cooking 
and we both love food, so [The 
Joyfull Pantry] seemed like a 
natural progression, a good idea,” 
daughter Kirsten says. 

“We started the business after 
we had been making hampers for 
our friends and family at Christ-
mas time each year. So we didn’t 
buy people gifts, we started cook-
ing for them instead.”

What sets The Joyfull Pantry 
apart from other foodie institu-
tions is its guarantee of whole-
some and honest products, all 
sourced locally and made with 
organic ingredients. 

“Our vision is to make every-
thing that we possibly can, except 
for the wine and olive oil which 
we source from local producers. 
We try to keep our ingredients 
as healthy as we can, all free 
from pesticides and herbicides, 
so it’s wholesome. We know the 
growers, so we know exactly what 
orchards our products are com-
ing from and exactly what kind 
of fruit is going into our jam,” 
Kirsten says.

“So we support local farmers 
and producers, and we’re reduc-
ing our carbon footprint at the 

same time.”
The Joyfull Pantry seems to be a 

little local business that can, with 
support and orders coming not 
only from Warrandyte, but from 
all across Australia. 

“We’re always inventing new 
products to put into the hampers. 
We spend a lot of time taste test-
ing and going around to farmer’s 
markets and finding all the prod-
ucts and ingredients, and then 
coming up with all the recipes, 
which we have so much fun do-
ing.”

It’s something a little different 
for Christmas, but the hampers 
can also be purchased for other 
special occasions (baby showers, 

mothers day) and also as gifts for 
clients or co-workers. And while 
they’ve got their sights set on 
conquering the national market 
for gift hampers, Warrandyte is a 
place they’re proud to call home.

“We’ve got some great support 
from the Warrandyte Cellars, 
where we get a lot of our wine 
from," Kirsten says.

“We’re also going to be doing 
some taste testing at the Warran-
dyte Market so that potential new 
customers can try our products 
before they buy them,” Kirsten 
says.

You can find more information 
and make purchases at thejoyfull 
pantry.com.au. 

Check out our video of the moth-
er-daughter duo from The Joyfull 
Pantry on our YouTube channel
 www.warrandytediary.com.au

Warrandyte  
Consulting Rooms

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943

New doctors  
now taking new patients

 
Dr Olivia Rimington 

Dr Andrew Perrignon
Dr Libby Rochstein 

Dr Esther Ko 
Dr Paul Proimos

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients

OPEN 
Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm

Saturday – 9am to 12pm

Do you suffer from back pain?
Does it affect your normal activities?

DON’T let back pain run your life! 

Here at Warrandyte Osteopathy we TREAT back pain!
Whether it is caused by muscle tightness, joint sprains 

or nerve irritation we treat it all.

Come in for an assessment and treatment and let us 
help you!

To make a booking please call the clinic on 9844 2465 
or go online to www.osteopathymelbourne.org and 

book online.

We also have a clinic in Ringwood, located at 35 
Warrandyte Road, Ringwood. 

Shop 2, 90-92 
Melbourne Hill Road

Warrandyte, 3113
(Next to Ruby Tuesday)

Proudly supporting the community for over 13 years

Pantry full of joy
IT was the cook-up of all cook-ups 
when the people of Warrandyte 
united in our collective kitchens 
last year to reveal some of the best 
recipes on the planet in The Great 
Warrandyte Cook-Up.

Now the official book, Winning 
Recipes From The Great Warran-
dyte Cook-Up, is available for pur-
chase at various collection points 
throughout Warrandyte including 
Quinton’s IGA, the Diary office, War-
randyte Neighbourhood House and 
other supporters of the event.

It started out, as many great things 
do, as a half-baked idea. The idea was 
to connect the great chefs of War-
randyte with those who enjoy great 
cooking; and to spread the word 
about Warrandyte’s many wonderful 
places and providers of good food. 

It ended up being a fantastic cook-
ing competition, bringing hundreds 
of people together to enjoy the 
pleasure of fine food, excellent 
service and exemplary community 
involvement. 

The cook-up is a treasury of good 
taste and wise advice ... except for 
the questionable observations of 
our unauthorised patron, Chef Basil 
Fettucine. Basil was invented, mainly 
to discourage people from taking the 
event too seriously. 

The book serves to remind Warran-
dyte that its community newspaper 
provides a vital link between all of its 
parts. It tells us who we are, what’s 
going on, and what’s coming next. 
Profits from the sale of this book 
will be donated to the Warrandyte 
Neighbourhood House to support 
their excellent work. 

Get cooking and don't forget to get 
your copy of the book for only $20. 

SCOTT PODMORE

Cook-up cook  
book on sale
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By SAMMI TAYLOR
THAILAND is getting a taste of War-
randyte, as local chef Duncan Rob-
ertson heads to the South East Asian 
nation to show off his cooking skills.
Duncan, owner of Vanilla Orchid Thai 
Restaurant on Yarra Street and host 
of TV series Duncan’s Thai Kitchen, 
is heading to Bangkok next month 
to be a special guest on Iron Chef 
Thailand. He will compete against a 
highly trained Thai chef in a cooking 
battle to determine who’s better in 
the kitchen.  

The show is based on the excep-
tionally popular Japanese cooking 
show, but has a distinct Thai flavour 
to both the cooking and comedy 
style. It’s one of the highest rating 
shows in South East Asia and regular-
ly clocks up over 45 million viewers. 

Duncan’s looking forward to the 
whole experience and can’t wait to 
participate in a bit of Thai humour, 
including getting his own nickname.

“In Thailand, everyone has a nick-
name. If you’re born and you’re tall, 
your nickname would be ‘tall’ in 
Thai. If you look like a frog, they call 
you frog. But they call me chef Jing 
Joe, the Kangaroo Chef, because I’m 
Australian,” Duncan says. 

“I’m excited. It’s going to be really 
cool.”

Usually when a westerner is in-
vited onto the show, they cook in 
the Western cuisine category. But 
considering Duncan’s five years of 
specialised Thai cuisine experience, 
he’ll be cooking a variety of tradi-
tional, ancient Thai dishes, dating 
back to the era of King Rama III, in 
the 19th century. 

But he has to prove himself against 
Iron Chef’s own traditional Thai 
cook Chumpol Chaengprai, owner of 
the world-renowned Blue Elephant 
Restaurant chain.

Duncan knows it will be a challenge, 
but says winning isn’t the ultimate 
goal.

“For me, I really don’t care if I win 
or lose. I want to win the hearts of 
the Thai people. I want them to know 
that western people are polite, cour-
teous and respectful. That we love 
their country, love their people and 
respect their king like they do. That’s 
the main thing for me.”

He plans to work hard and have fun 
with his team, including wife Julia 
and best mate Gordon. He expects 
his 27 years of industry experience 
will come in handy even when 
cooking in a foreign kitchen with an 
unknown “surprise ingredient” to 
incorporate into his dishes. 

“They’re going to laugh, they’re 
going to be expecting me to fail,” 
he says.

“I want to do it for the Thai peo-
ple, so that they can see something 
funny, and see that an Australian 
guy can cook Thai. They might go, 
‘Wow! He really can cook. And he’s 
respectful’. That’s my only goal to be 
honest, to show them that western 
people can be really respectful and 
polite and kind, and also talented. If 
I win, it’s a bonus.”

Duncan’s love for Thai food and 
culture is evident in the thriving 
success of his restaurant, Vanilla 
Orchid, which he opened with his 
wife five years ago. It’s a favourite for 
Warrandyte locals and Duncan says 
it’s certainly at its peak right now. 

“If we can get people coming back, 
that’s the goal. We opened this for 
the locals. We wanted to bring some-
thing simple, friendly and tasty to 
Warrandyte. It was all for the locals 
and it’s paid off pretty well,” he says.

Duncan’s episode of Iron Chef Thai-
land will go to air in January and can 
be watched by Australian audiences 
on YouTube. 

More info at vanillaorchid.com.au

Jing Joe in 
Iron Chef

By RUTH BIRCH
AFTER undergoing a large refur-
bishment, Warrandyte’s Retreat 
restaurant has reinvented itself as 
Huntress, a woodlands themed eat-
ery serving modern Australian fare.

A visible kitchen pass, a clean 
crisp dining room and large piec-
es of wall art set the scene, with 
ample covered space outside          
providing the perfect setting for 
the coming al fresco season. 

Rosalia greets guests with a 
welcoming smile and there are 
plenty of them this sunny Friday 
afternoon. The restaurant seats 130 
people and feeding them is a feat 
for the hardworking chefs, espe-
cially given the extensive menu.

That said, I was surprised at the 
speed of service, considering the 
large and busy dining room. While 
Huntress is most popular for the 
authentic Italian-style wood fired 
pizza, there are plenty of other    
options and vegetarians and veg-
ans are well catered for. 

Eggplant chips, calamari, tempu-
ra prawns and NZ mussels are just 
some of the entrée options, with 
us being treated to the pan seared 
scallops and the pulled pork slid-
ers. The sliders were served three 
to a plate, generous for an entrée, 
while the scallops were beautifully 
presented on clam shells with a 
butter garlic sauce and served with 
chilli, rocket and lemon.

For mains, we were treated to 
the fillet mignon served with buf-
falo mozzarella and a potato rosti, 
while Rosalia’s suggestion of the 
pork belly was melt-in-the-mouth 
perfect. The meat just fell away 
into the crisp radish summer salad 
and the delicious honey glaze com-
bined with the textures of the salad 
and crackling was a winner. 

The fillet mignon was stacked 
high with a steady and skilled 
hand, the two cherry tomatoes 
resting precariously on top of the 
impressive creation. Paired with 
the Lorimer Shiraz, the tender 
beef wrapped in salty prosciutto 
went down a treat. For dessert, try 
warm chocolate or sticky date pud-
ding, white chocolate pannacotta, 
assorted ice-creams or a cheese 
platter but we couldn’t go past the 
Nutella and ricotta calzone with 
ice cream and fresh strawberries. 
It was enormous, and we struggled 
to finish the generous serving, deli-
cious as it was. 

Huntress is a welcome addition 
to Warrandyte’s already impressive 
dining options, offering a well-craft-
ed menu, a selection of specially 
selected wines and on tap beers 
and a welcoming vibe that attracts 
everyone from families to visitors 
to the area and locals looking for a 
special night out. 

Huntress is a hit

By RUTH BIRCH
THE awesome perks of being a Diary 
scribe just keep coming and last 
month’s pasta masterclass at Olivi-
gna was no exception. 

The day was far more impressive 
than I had expected, with every 
little detail fine-tuned to ensure the 
closest thing to a genuine Italian 
experience as Australia has to offer. 
Having opened early 2014, the site’s 
rolling hills are now full of lemon and 
olive groves, the veggie patches are 
bursting with leafy greens and the 
endless rows of aromatic herbs and 
spices are proof Olivigna has had no 
problem settling right in.  

Arriving for the class an hour 
before the official opening of the 
restaurant, the cool interior provid-
ed an intimate setting for our small 
group of eight, on this day four short 
of the 12 person maximum.

The group learned to create some 
basic pastas which included a long 
ribboned pasta and a spinach and 
ricotta ravioli. The outcome was 
probably better than I would have ex-
pected, considering most had never 
tried their hand at the craft before. 

Before the in-house chefs could 
use it to cook up a storm, we had 

to wait patiently for it to rest, which 
was easy over a coffee while taking 
in the complicated art that is pasta 
making. After all, there are appar-
ently 350 different types of pasta all 
over the world! 

After our talented pasta chef, 
Roman native Simona (pictured), 
had stretched, kneaded and rolled 
the dough, the group soon became 
mesmerised by her techniques. Her 
fingers twisted and spun the dough 
around a collection of weird looking 
instruments, creating tiny shells and 
gnocchi pieces to heart shaped cre-
ations and delicate little spirals, all 
the while her authentic Italian accent 
adding to the authenticity. 

After many ooohs and ahhhs, our 
stomachs were definitely rumbling 
and pining for some delicious Italian 

fare. After the demonstration, we 
were ushered into the private dining 
den, wowed by the back wall filled 
with antique wine barrels from all 
over the world and the huge table 
one solid piece of wood, imported 
from Bali. 

The table was decorated with gen-
erous antipasto boards of prosciutto, 
cacciatore salami, house-made rose-
mary and garlic focaccia bread and 
Olivigna’s delicious olives, served 
warm to bring out the intense fla-
vour. Their own drop of red offered 
the perfect accompaniment and 
all agreed it was a delicious and of 
great quality.

At this point, while we all munched 
on the mouthwatering spread in 
front of us, Bea (Olivigna’s marketing 
manager who knows how to tell a 
great story), joined us and spoke of 
the inspiration for Olivigna. She ex-
plained how the specialty olive oil is 
made and how to source fresher oils, 
as well as plans to become the first 
on-site orchard to bottle limoncello 
producer and retailer in Australia. 
The owners, John and Anna, are liv-
ing their dream of an encompassing 
turf-to-table style experience in a 
beautiful building and setting. 

The wonderful history lesson was 
made even more appreciable with 
the delicious platters, washed down 
with the rich wine, but the highlight 
when it finally arrived was the huge 
mounds of our freshly made pasta. 

Having being cooked together 
with the most basic of ingredients, 
the flavour of the pasta was able to 
shine. We all agreed that the pasta 
itself was the star of the dish, rather 
than just acting as the base of the 
meal like the store-bought stuff we 
are used to. 

It was genuinely the freshest and 
most delicious pasta I have ever 
eaten. The spinach and ricotta Na-
poli ravioli was drizzled with a rich 
pesto and topped with parmesan, 
while the pasta with clams, mussels 
and prawns served with a touch of 
chilli, oil and parsley was to die for. 

The pasta class far surpassed my 
expectations and the whole group 
admitted they were blown away by 
how much thought had gone into 
the experience from beginning to 
end. Every sensory touch was well 
thought out, with every element of 
the class coming together to create 
the perfect culinary day out. 

More info at olivigna.com.au

How to become a pasta master
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By LAUREN MUELLER
THE slow and steady traffic 
ques held up by a fluores-
cent yellow jacket holding a 
red ‘stop’ sign is almost just 
like another part of Warran-
dyte by now. 

The machines, beeping, 
banging and digging our 
sewage pipes into the 
ground are the sounds 
many of us wake up to. 
Yes, this bittersweet devel-
opment is an annoyance 
for many slugging their 
way through traffic, but 
everyone sees the silver 
lining surrounding a future 

without leaking septic tanks 
and bad smells around the 
garden.

What often goes un-
thought of is the fantastic 
benefit this sewage system 
is going to have on the life 
that thrives off the Yarra. 
At the moment fish such as 
Common Galaxias and Aus-
tralian Smelt as well as the 

culturally significant short-
finned eel are living in a 
river which we have turned 
into an e coli-rich, undeni-
ably dirty river. 

Platypus feed, and raise 
young with water that has 
been polluted from numer-
ous different sources. This 
has grave effects on many 
of the freshwater species as 
well as the species who eat 
them. 

Birds such as cormorants, 
king fishers and swallows 
come to eat and drink from 
the river. 

The decision to transform 

our septic system into a 
sewage system was one that 
may save many animals as 
well as humans from be-
coming sick. 

If we can stop our tanks 
leaking into the river it is 
one very significant source 
of pollution which will no 
longer harm our beautiful 
native animals. 

I for one am very excited 
to see in 10-50 years time 
the state of our river, if 
we can do all we can to in-
crease its health bit by bit 
the results could be won-
derful.

HY did I argue 
that it was not 
sensible for an 
elderly couple, 
aka 'us', to take 

our fluffy, white dog for a walk? 
Well for a start it was cold, 
dark and 4.30am and, second-
ly, we would be walking in our 
dressing gowns.

Why 4.30am I hear you ask? 
The answer is obvious. We 
had both been very busy for 
the past days and had become 
almost over-tired. Instead of 
falling asleep at the dinner 
table, we agreed that it would 
be better to eat early then go 
to bed and get a full night's 
sleep. We ate, went to bed and 
both fell asleep at about the 
time most trendy young things 
start thinking about phoning 
for a home delivered Tibetan 
yak's milk and Chia seed curry. 
The problem wasn't getting to 
sleep, it was that we woke at 
3.30am.

The ABC is a lean machine. 
Forget iView or an app to catch 
up on missed programs. All 
you need is to wake in the 
middle of the night and what 
you want will be on. Although 
we saw the first run of the new 
Sherlock Holmes series last 
year, at our age you only need 
a week or two and a re-run be-
comes a premiere screening. 
So, after having watched for an 
hour, with lots of impromptu 
"Oh I remember this bit!", 

we looked at each other and 
contemplated what to do. A 
number of younger person 
solutions were shelved so we 
eventually decided that a cup 
of tea might help.

Tea is calming but it also 
presages an imminent trip 
down the hall or into the 
ensuite. So what to do in the 
interim? Which is where the 
dressing gown concern comes 
back into the story, straight 
after the question was asked, 
"Why don't we go for a walk?"

Herself has a very attractive, 
pale aqua, chenilley type, long 
number that is warm, func-
tional and could not offend 
anyone. Unfortunately, my 
dressing gown has the poten-
tial of landing us on the front 
pages of the tabloids.

In the mid 1950s my mum 
bought my dad a dressing 
gown. 

It was 'what one has' at the 
time; pure wool in a maroon 
and off-green check with 
the cuffs, pockets and lapel 
trimmed with a twisty maroon 
and green cordy thing. The DG 
crosses at the front and is held 

in place by means of a much 
thicker, shiny and very slip-
pery twisted dark green cord, 
each end finished with a very 
discreet, masculine tassel.  

Dad wore his DG for the 
next 10 years or so and when 
he died I was bequeathed the 
gown. It was a lovely gesture 
and I was very appreciative 
but it was 1970, in Warran-
dyte, and the DG was neither 
orange, lime green nor was it 
pottery, nor mud brick. So, 
in the wardrobe it sat until 
the decades rolled by and I 
got closer to the age dad was 
when he was given the gown. 

I had to go to hospital for a 
minor operation and as I was 
packing, Herself said, "Why 
don't you take your dad's 
dressing gown?" I agreed but 
not before trying it on. 

The fit was not a problem 
but the shiny, slippery, tas-
selled cord was. No matter 
how I knotted it, it worked 
its way loose. That meant 
the DG flared open reveal-
ing whatever was beneath. 
Now my nightwear has never 
been haute couture but even 
more significantly it has never 
been 'indiscretion-proof'. As a 
young, trim, thrusting buck, 
a clothing malfunction such 
as I've described might be 
regarded as clever product 
placement but for a gentle-
man of less frantic years, the 
same is unfairly regarded as 

unattractive, dirty-old-man 
flashing. So you can see why 
I was a little apprehensive 
about a nocturnal walk in a 
leafy suburb, at night, with 
unreliable clobber.

Luckily, sanity and lethargy 
prevailed and we both lost 
interest and fell asleep. On 
waking, however, I did get 
to thinking about how easily 
we get embarrassed by what 
we wear. 

I was appalled to hear, on the 
radio, a comedian state that 
the woollen pullover/jumper 
is a class divider. Evidently 
no one 'cool' wears a knitted 
product. 

There goes global warming 
in my jumper drawer.

Some things are embarrass-
ing above and beyond fashion, 
however. When I walk the dog, 
he poops. Because I'm respon-
sible I take with me, little plas-
tic poo bags. I dislike holding 
the dog in one hand and the 
bag in another so I tuck the 
knotted, used bag around the 
back of my trouser waist. I 
also teach migrant English. I 
once spent an entire morning 
teaching in a tucked-in short-
sleeved shirt along with the 
fully displayed tucked-in poo 
bag. I wasn't aware of my gaff 
until I got home. 

Perhaps next time I should 
try my PJs and DG.

ROGER KIBELL

A dressing gown for the ages

grant mcgregor

love
landscapes

0431 157 025 • 9844 3424
maca.mcgregor@bigpond.com

garden design  
& maintenance
landscaping
sustainable solutions
fully insured

Dr Stuart Turner (B.V.Sc.) 
& Associates

Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill &  
Houghton Rds, Warrandyte

Consultation by Appointment 
Phone 9844 3071
NEW WEEKEND HOURS 

SATURDAY 8–4 SUNDAY 10–12

TOM KERKHOF 

T E L E V I S I O N
Servicing the area for 40 years

 DIGITAL Televisions,  
Stereo Systems, DVDs,  

Digital Set Top Box Systems, 
New Digital Television  

Set-ups

Phone 9844 3970
Mobile 0408 175 274
27 Mitchell Ave, Warrandyte

All types of  
glass, glazing,  

mirrors, shower 
screens

WARRANDYTE 
✷✷ GLASS ✷✷

Terry Ryan
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

A BIT OF WARRANDYTE 
BY THE SEA!

Available all year
‘WYTALIBA’ 

Mudbrick Cottage  
at Aireys Inlet

Set on two acres of bush and  
cottage garden it has three bedrooms  

(two queen beds, two singles),  
a fully equipped kitchen, open fire, 
courtyard with bbq. 15 min walk  

(three minute drive) to beach,  
general store and close to bush walks  

in the Angahook State Forest. 
Available Jan/Feb and all school 
holidays. Minimum two night stay. 

Call Karen on 0425 609 789  
for bookings and inquiries

kibbled

painting & 
decorating

Andrew John
Managing Director

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au

w: fourwallspainting.com.au

MULCHER, CHIPPER, SHREDDER  
5HP Briggs & Stratton motor. Two 
separate feeder shoots for chipping 
/shredding, catcher bag. Good 
condition. Operators manual incl. 
$200. Call Rob 9844 2660

PORT DOUGLAS 2 bedroom, 
se l f  conta ined,  beachs ide 
appartment for rent. A/C & ceiling 
fans. Heated pool/spa. 2 mins 
wlak from Four Mile Beach. 
Call Kerrie 0409 359 240.

MOBILE WOOD SPLITTING 
SERVICE Ring Terry 0409 411 943  
or leave a message on 9722 2592.

CHAUFFEURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely in stye & comfort. 
Airport transfer, parties, weddings. 
City & subrub to suburb. Up to 6 
passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801.

HOUSE PAINTING Call your 
local painter. No job too small. 
Seniors discount available. Clint’s 
Progressive Painting Service  
9844 4969 or 0424 731 830.

SAFE AND SOUND PET CARE 
We care for your pet when you 
cannot be there. Honest, reliable 
and professional care in your own 
home. Call Norma 0409 137 246.

AUTHORISED CELEBRANT: 70 
years young. 3000 weddings. Still 
going strong. John Byrne 9844 
2155, 0418 995 189.

MOSAIC STAINED GLASS 
Beautiful panels for doors and 
windows natural themes and small 
panels a specialty. Free quotes. 
Shan 9712 0024.

S H A P E S  B O B C AT  C a l l 
9844 2117 or 0410 402 046. 

DIARY MINI ADS

WANT A MINI AD? Call Briony 9844 0555.

SHOP LOCALLY THIS CHRISTMAS

Sitting tight until the benefits come
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You’re in safe hands
PAUL J. GILLING

REBECCA VAN DER JAGT 
B.Sc, B.AppSc, Grad Dip Manip Therapy MAPA

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre 
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566

Member of Manipulative Physiotherapists Association of Australia

Warrandyte Health

MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC
A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning 
muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!

Suite 3, 35-37 Drysdale Road, Warrandyte  9844 5495
Checkout our reviews on Facebook

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

DIETITIAN  
At Warrandyte Consulting rooms

Lisa Mc Glashan APD is now 
available for appointments 

Saturdays 9am-12pm
Diabetes, Weight Management, 

Irritable Bowel Syndrome, Inflammatory Bowel Disease, 
Coeliac Disease

FOR ENQUIRIES/APPOINTMENTS  

0432 026 579 | lisamcglashanapd@gmail.com

DARESAY it serves me 
right for entering a su-
permarket other than 
our own trusty IGA, but 
I couldn’t find a tube of 

glue anywhere. 
At home, so many bits and 

pieces sitting on the bench, 
awaiting repair. In the super-
market, so many aisles loaded 
with relatively useless items 
– half an aisle of Coke! – but 
not a skerrick of glue. Even-
tually I came across a helpful 
schoolboy stacking shelves; 
he happily demonstrated an 
impressive knowledge of the 
store’s contents. 

“That would be aisle 7,” he 
said without a trace of hesita-
tion. “Just down on the left.”

He also gave me a slightly 
puzzled look, I don’t know 
why. It wasn’t as if I was ask-
ing for frog’s ears or bear 
repellent. 

But in aisle 7 the cause of 
his puzzlement became clear. 
In the middle of aisle 7, “just 

down on the left”, was an as-
tonishing array of ‘glue’-type 
hair products. It’s just possi-
ble that I didn’t quite fit his 
image of an 18-year-old male 
surfie! What would I want with 
such stuff?

Actually, he’s quite wrong. 
My baby-fine hair hasn’t re-
grown all that much after 
losing it last year in a bout 
of chemotherapy and my 
long-suffering hairdresser sug-
gested I use some ‘product’ 
to give it more body. Having 
never ventured into those 
distant realms before, I was 
a bit reluctant and hadn’t yet 
got around to doing anything 
about it. In the meantime I’d 
forgotten the name of the stuff 
she’d recommended.

So here was my big chance 
to do a bit of research. 

Completely forgetting about 
my original quest for a tube 
of glue, I became engrossed 
in an unimaginable array of 
colourful sticky substances, 
several of which were actually 
named Glue. 

There were also several 
different types of Clay. And 
Fibre. Perhaps Putty would 
be better? Or Dough? Paste? 

Manga putty? I can’t even 
begin to imagine what man-
ga putty might be. Surf wax 
comes in various grades from 
3 to 10, each with its own 
special adjective. I suppose I 
could try something middling 
like 4 or 5 …

On the next shelf, beaming 
brightly up at me, were Tex-
ture putty, Rough putty, Matt 
clay, and Texturizing gum. 
(Is ‘texturizing’ a word?) But 
that’s not all. Oh no. You can 
get ‘hard core’ versions of 
some of these. Or ‘matte’ vari-
ations. And we haven’t even 
moved onto the waxes yet. 
Rok waxx. Matte waxx. Funk 
waxx. Structural wax. Freeze 
jelly. Freeze jelly?

It gets worse. Out-of-bed 
grunge. Mukk. Cruel Clay… 

Clearly I needed help. My 
18-year-old nephew is a whiz 
at funky hair, so at the next 
family lunch I cornered him 
for a bit of a chat. He took my 
question very seriously. 

“Do you want the Wet look?” 
he asked, thoughtfully. “Or 
you could go for Mega.”

Ummm … I just want some-
thing light so that I can ruffle 
up my hair and twiddle the 

ends a bit. I think that’s what 
the hairdresser did. What-
ever it was, it did the trick. 
At least, it looked as though 
somebody had actually done 
something other than quickly 
towel-dry it.  

“You probably wouldn’t 
want Extreme!”

He’d be right about that. I’m 
not sure that I want to try any 
of them, actually.

“Just get some medium wax, 
but you have to get Matt, 
because Matt’s really good. 
It doesn’t leave gunk all over 
your pillow.”

I hadn’t thought that far 
ahead. I imagine my sister 
must’ve had a bit of a discus-
sion with him on this topic. 
“I’ll have to remember that. 
Thanks!”

But I haven’t been game 
to go back to aisle 7. It’s all 
too confusing. Jaw-dropping, 
actually. I reckon there were 
more types of gunk than there 
were species of hair shampoo, 
and that’s saying something!

Indecision makes me run my 
hands through my hair. Which 
makes it stand on end. I don’t 
think I actually need gunk …

But I do still need glue!

our place
By MARILYN MOORE

Aisle 7 and a hairy 
kind of challenge

The time has come when we say farewell 
to the infamous Trotts of Dingley Dell 
Road (Page 2 column for the past eight 
years, for those who aren't aware), but 
we say hello to the complete works of 
Alan Cornell's hilarious Living With The 
Trotts column with the book launch on 
Wednesday (November 11).

Come and join in the fun at Warrandyte 
Library from 6pm to 7.30pm and buy 
yourself a copy of one of the best reads 
of the year; as well as Jock Macneish's 
magnificent illustrations, of course. Only 
$20 for the book. Available from the Diary 
office, call 9844 0555 for more info.

Family Fun 
A FAMILY fun day and Christmas Fair will 
be held at St.Stephen’s Anglican Church, 
5-7 Stiggants Street (opposite Stiggants 
Reserve) on November 28, 9am-2pm. 
Jumping castle, kids games, face painting, 
craft activities, sausage sizzle, morning 
teas. Stalls selling jams and cakes, plants, 
crafts, children’s toys and clothes, books, 
trash-n-treasure, and more.

Bank party
Warrandyte Community Bank cele-

brates $2 million in 12 years in community 
contributions on Saturday November 
21 at 9am to Noon at the Warrandyte 
Community Bank Branch. Drop by and 
join in the celebration. Meet piggy, enjoy 
some cake, face painting and balloons for 
the kids. Contact Dee Dickson for more 
information on 0414 505 533

RSL gigs
The Warrandyte RSL presents Catfish 

Voodoo, Sunday November 29, 4-8pm. 
BYO food platter welcome. Sausage sizzle 
from 6pm. Band donation appreciated. 
Inquiries:  9844 3567 after 4pm weekdays. 
RSL Club rooms, 113 Brackenbury Street 
(enter from Mitchell Avenue).

Grand gigs
Commencing 8.30pm Fridays. Long 

Gone Daddy’s Band, November 13. Peter 
Grant, November 20. Electric Intent, 
November 27. Threezacrowd, December 
4. Long Gone Daddy’s Band, December 
11. Ruckus, December 18 (upstairs). 
Christmas Eve, Long Gone Daddy’s Band 
(upstairs). Also, every Thursday night 
from 8pm Harry Healy will be playing in 
the Public Bar.

No Lights, No Lycra!
‘Dance like no one is watching’. Every 

Wednesday night 7pm-8pm in the Me-
chanics Hall. $5 entry.

YV birthday
Yarra Valley View Club 23rd birthday 

luncheon, Chirnside Park Country Club, 
Tuesday November 24. Visitors welcome, 
bookings essential. Enquiries: 9722 2697 
or 9737 6203.

Monsalvat
Wilma & Friends. Barn Gallery on Sun-

day November 15 at 2.30pm. For more 
information contact Petra on 9439 7712 
or petra@montsalavat.com.au.

Neighbourhood House
Christmas Crafts (ages 6-12). Great for 

the tree and hand-made presents to be 
loved forever. Starts  Wednesday Novem-
ber 18, 4pm-5.30pm for three weeks.

Brain Gym movements allow us to rea-
son rather than react. Quick and easy to 
do. A great technique to help keep you 

Living with the Trotts book launch

in control over the Christmas rush. Sat-
urday November 28, 1-4pm.

Film Society. Our next film is Terri (over 
18 years). A hit at the Sundance 2011 
Film Festival. Terri is a moving and funny 
film about the relationship between an 
oversized teen misfit and a garrulous, 
but well meaning vice principal who 
takes and interest. Friday November 27 
from 7pm. Must be a member of the Film 
Society to attend.

All the above at the Warrandyte Neigh-
bourhood House, Community Centre, 

Warrandayte.  9844 1839

Local nursery
Have you visited your local nursery? 

Come along on Thursdays between 
9.30am and 12.30pm, or the first Saturday 
of each month from 9am-1pm and the first 
Sunday of each month from 2pm-4pm. 
Purchase all your local natives. The very 
end of Pound Bend Road.

Christmas Party
Warrandyte Business Christmas Party, 

bringing together local businesses and 
staff for a well earned festive celebration. 
Thursday December 3 at 7pm at the 
Grand Hotel, 110 Yarra Street. Tickets 
$30pp. Contact Deb on 0415 170 733 or 
deb@bluepearpantry.com.au

Open Studio
Ona & Syd open their studio for the 

32nd consecutive year on November 21, 
22, 28 & 29 from 12-5pm. Cnr. Henley & 
Oxley Roads, Bend of Islands. Melway 
24 F1. For more information contact 
9712 0393.
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By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
ALTHOUGH Don Charlwood AM 
passed away in June 2012, his 
books are still much sought after. 

As well as having been a resi-
dent of Warrandyte, Don’s books 
are locally designed, promoted, 
published and distributed. He was 
in his 97th year and still writing 
before he died. Those long years 
tell of good and bad times, giving 
a wonderful insight into Don’s 
history. Three of his books are 
rereleased this month. The Long 
Farewell, telling of the perilous 
journeys of settlers under sail 
during the great migration to Aus-

tralia. Some things never change.
An Afternoon of Time comprises 

tales of the Great Ocean Road and 
country Victoria.

Journey into Night takes us into 
aeroplanes that weren’t really 
fit to fly, mateship and loss of 
mates. The relief of living and the 
sadness of being one of the few 
who survived.

Order Don’s books from the 
website  burgewoodbooks.com.au 

EXCLUSIVE OFFER...                                  
Enter DIARY after your sur -

name on our online order form 
and receive 10% off your order. 
Pick-up or local delivery offered.

ON October 29 Member for Men-
zies Kevin Andrews paid a visit 
the Friends of Warrandyte State 
Park, our special volunteer group 
formed in 1982 with a mutual 
interest in the conservation and 
rehabilitation of native bushland 
in the park.  

“I was able to witness first-hand 
the great work they do for the lo-
cal community in fostering aware-
ness of the natural values of the 
park,” Mr Andrews told the Diary.

“I inspected a number of facil-
ities on the tour including the 
nurseries of indigenous plants and 
talked with them about how the 
Federal Government can support 
them, including through future 
grant opportunities. Thanks to    
everyone for having me.”

MOST of us have heard of 3AW’s famous – and some-
times infamous – Rumour File segment each morning 
with hosts Ross and John and occasionally Warrandyte 
finds a way in. The latest was our humble Rotary Club 
of Warrandyte Donvale Op shop.

“Business is booming at a Melbourne opportunity 
shop that has seen its monthly earnings soar from 
$1000 to $10,000,” the rumour-confirmed-fact scoop 

went. The success of the op-shop was first revealed on 
The Rumour File and confirmed by Judy, the manager 
of the Rotary Club of Warrandyte Donvale Op shop.

 So what does Judy attribute the store's achieve-
ments to? 

"It's probably just good management. We've done 
some renovations and we change our stock constant-
ly," Judy said.

A GORGEOUS hand-knitted rug, a 
massage voucher and ladies toilet-
ries were won and claimed by locals 
when the Prabhat Alloi Inc fundrais-
ing raffle was drawn late last month 
at Neighbourhood House.

The committee of Prabhat Alloi Inc 

thanked the Warrandyte community 
for supporting its cause, which was 
to raise money for a new roof for a 
school building that blew off in a 
recent storm in India.

The school is in Dabar, a small rural 
village in West Bengal, and Prabhat 

Alloi does its best to support the 
community, especially the children 
and their education through the 
work and kindness of sponsors.

First prize, a hand knitted rug, was 
won by Nancy Xu, who volunteers 
at Information Warrandyte. Second 

prize, a massage voucher, was won 
by Emma Edmonds of Neighbour-
hood House. Third prize, ladies 
toiletries, went to Ann Ley of Infor-
mation Warrandyte. The massage 
voucher and ladies toiletries were 
donated by masseur Vicki Crellin.

Carolyn from Warrandyte Travel 
very kindly helped sell  raffle tickets.

If you would like to sponsor a child 
or make a donation, please contact 
either Robin Atkinson on 0408 001 
306, or Maxine Chapman on 0400 
948 334.

Prabhat Alloi Inc raffle raises the roof

By CHERIE MOSELEN
THE Probus Club of Warrandyte and 
Park Orchards craftswomen are knit-
ting and sewing with gusto to make 
more quilts and woolly warmers 
for Box Hill Hospital special care 
nursery.

Earlier this year, the ladies pre-
sented a tremendous 294 items to 
the nursery, which welcomes the 
garments on behalf of premature 
babies and newborns that need to 
be kept cosy after birth.

In appreciation of their work, the 
dedicated group was invited by 
nurse unit manager Melissah Burnett 
to visit the nursery in August. 

“It was a wonderful opportunity to 
see the sick and premature babies. 
It put everything into perspective, 
with what we are doing and how 
much our work was appreciated, not 
only by the families but very much 
by the hospital,” said Probus Club 
president Gloria Holding.

The craftswomen were introduced 
to Anne Gribbin, Director Eastern 
Health Foundation, who will be com-
ing back in December with Melissah 
Burnett for a presentation of the 
ladies’ handiwork.

Gloria said after the hospital visit, 
the group realised its commitment 
to the special care nursery at Box 
Hill Hospital “is going to be on-going 
because all the items that we are 
making are desperately needed”.

Late last year, the Diary highlighted 
the group’s efforts in a story about 
the local club, which was celebrating 
its 25th anniversary.

Gloria said the article prompted a 
number of ladies to join the group 
and told the Diary donations of wool 
had given a significant boost to cur-
rent production. 

“It’s been wonderful having peo-
ple come forward with wool,” she 
said. “It’s so much appreciated. We 
would only ask that any wool that 
has been stored in moth balls or 
the equivalent be well aired or we 
cannot use it.”

Word is out about the group’s 
endeavours and Gloria has since 
spoken to the Manningham craft 
group, which may likewise be inter-
ested in providing special knits to 
the hospital.

WPO Probus meets monthly at the 
Warrandyte Senior Citizen Centre to 
provide fellowship and to “advance 
intellectual and cultural interests 
among active retirees who have 
retired from their activities”.

This month’s feature guest speaker 
(as the Diary goes to print) is Dr 
Greg de Moore, whose biography 
of ‘the first Wildman of Australian 
sport’ Tom Wills was shortlisted for 
a national biography award. 

For more info about the Probus 
Club of Warrandyte & Park Orchards, 
or to donate wool or material for the 
craft group, please contact Gloria or 
Barry Holding on 9844 1454 or email: 
wpo.probus@bigpond.com

Nimble needles: WPO Probus 
craftswomen knitting with special 
care.

Knitting for a cause

Is Don, is goodFriends in high places

Our op-shop hits the airwaves
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DEBORAH BURNETT
0408 027 781

love-your-home.com.au

Are you  
a slave to 
fashion?
I WAS reflecting recently 
on how my tastes have 
changed as I’ve become 
older, not only in what I 
wear but in the way I deco-
rate my home. Which is as 
it should be. The thought 
of wearing a mini skirt 
these days is, well, frank-
ly scary and the idea of 
shoulder pads seems down-
right silly.

Similarly, you may re-
member when peach and 
apricot coloured walls 
were all the rage, or when 
the ‘country look’ was 
in vogue with the poufy 
Austrian blinds, floral and 
chintz soft furnishings and 
frills as we perhaps tried to 
capture bygone days.

Clearly, fashions change 
and that’s totally fine. I 
love seeing the work of 
new designers, whether 
they’re creating furniture, 
textiles, wallpapers or 
homewares. I guess my 
point is that, as we learn 
more about ourselves 
and what makes us truly 
happy in our lives and in 
our homes, we need not 
slavishly follow the latest 
fashion and can be more in 
tune with who we are.

Trusting ourselves, 
having confidence in our 
choices is something that 
comes with time and also 
something that we need to 
practice. That may mean 
taking a leap of faith and 
being prepared to take a 
risk, whether it’s choosing 
a paint colour, a new rug, 
revamping an old table or 
perhaps sewing your first 
ever cushion cover.

I trust that my clients 
know what makes them 
happy, know what they 
like and are able to create 
a home they will love, 
themselves.

I believe that we each 
have an ‘interior designer’ 
within – sometimes it just 
needs someone to help 
us access this person and 
allow him/her to have a 
voice. When you get in 
touch with your own ‘ex-
pert’ you will find that 
the colours or places that 
inspired a sense of home in 
you in your Twenties will 
likely still give you that 
same sense today.

For me, it’s the connec-
tions with nature and nat-
ural materials of stone and 
timber and lots of light that 
instantly make me happy 
in a space, no matter how 
humble or grand. I know 
that wherever I live, I need 
to bring these things into 
my home to feel at home.  

I know you know what 
these ‘happy’ things are for 
you too. You simply need 
to trust yourself to find 
them.  

Deborah Burnett
Home Design Coach
M: 0408 027 781
W: love-your-home.com.au

By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
(on behalf of the Horne family)
PETER Horne was a unique 
character, a man with a mis-
chievous sense of humour. His 
razor sharp mind remained 
with him in spite of his ill-
ness, until the very end. Peter 
also had a very kind side to 
his nature. He was always 
there if you needed an extra 
bit of help along the way. 
He was generous with his 
time and spirit, a regular Mr 
Fixit, solving just about any 
problem you could come up 
with. He was a keen gardener, 
producing an abundance of 
vegetables, which he happily 
shared with friends.

Peter was born on February 
25, 1927, the year before the 
Great Depression and the ex-
treme hardship and uncertain-
ty that followed. His parents, 
Mae and Robert Horne, lived 
in Pymble, Sydney. Peter was 
the third of four children, 
Jack, Jill, Peter and Vince. 

Harder times followed when 
Peter’s father died and their 
mother became ill. Unable to 
cope with the four children, 
Mae kept baby Vince with her 
and placed the other three 
into a children’s home where 
they remained for six years 
until Mae remarried, taking 
them home with her and her 
new husband.

After school Peter moved 
about in various jobs. He 
worked at a dry cleaners, as 
a spray painter, in a fibreglass 
plant and finally as the care-
taker at the Warrandyte High 
School where every so often 
he had to strip the basketball 
courts with chemicals. Most 

of Peter’s jobs involved work-
ing with various chemicals, 
which no doubt contributed 
to the chronic lung problems 
he suffered later in life.

Peter met his future wife, 
Leonie (Lee) Horkings, at 
a dance in the Coolangatta 
Pub, a dance she needed 
coaxing to go to. The rest, 
as they say, is history. They 
were married on the March 
11, 1961, in the Presbyteri-
an Church in Box Hill. After 
several months working in 
north-west Queensland and 
two years in Newcastle, they 
moved to Mitchell Avenue, 
where their daughter Nerida 
was born in 1966, followed by 
twin boys David and Andrew 
in 1968. This remains their 
family home.

The best thing about Mitch-
ell Avenue was the CFA being 
just down the street. Peter 
had joined in the early 1960s 
and that association gave him 
years of interest, pleasure and 

some strong friendships. The 
CFA was a big part of his life 
and he absolutely loved it. 

In 1990 Peter and Lee had to 
bear the loss of their daughter 
Nerida. Something no parents 
should ever have to face. 

At 65, Peter retired both 
from the high school and from 
the CFA. 

Fishing was a big part of Pe-
ter’s life and the family loved 
camping, their favourite spots 
being Mallacoota, Narooma 
and Merimbula. Even in his 
older years, Peter was very ag-
ile, climbing all over the rocks 
getting the best spot to catch 
the elusive Luderick fish. 
Peter was most comfortable 
at home enjoying his family.

Peter’s health started to se-
riously deteriorate about four 
years ago. Lee lovingly cared 
for him as long as she could, 
but on August 3 he became 
a resident at Donwood Com-
munity Aged Care in Croydon. 
A special thank you to the 
wonderful people who looked 
after Peter there. Peter passed 
away on Saturday, September 
19, with Lee at his side, just as 
she always had been. Peter 
will be remembered as a de-
cent man who gave his best. 
He was a devoted family man 
and a loyal and trusted friend. 

Peter had Life Membership 
with the CFA and Warrandyte 
CFA and had been awarded 
the National Medal for 30 
years service to the CFA and 
the community. 

It was fitting the local CFA 
honoured him with a lovely 
service held at the Warran-
dyte headquarters, with mem-
bers placing the evergreen 
cypress on the coffin, saying 
a firefighters prayer and send-
ing him off with a guard of 
honour.

GOLD Dust Wattle, along with 
the Spreading Eutaxia with its 
golden pea flowers, kicked 
things off. 

In the latter, something 
darted about, landing on 
the yellow wing-petals and 
spreading the orange keel to 
reach the pollen and nectar 
below; a native bee, shorter 
than a honey bee and much 
more energetic. The golden 
rings about its abdomen gave 
me the clue that this was the 
garden's first ever Spring Bee. 
These bees nest in solitary 
deep holes that they line with 
a cellophane-like substance. I 
haven't yet been lucky enough 
to find such a hole. I had two 
days to observe this bee, then 

saw it no more.
Next, Yam Daisies (the 

Murnong mentioned in July), 
widespread Bulbine lilies and 
Showy Podolepis added to 
the yellow theme. All these 
attracted native bees and 
other insects. The Podolepis 
proved to be the favourite 
overnight resting spot for one 
of the more common native 
bees. I found six males tucked 
into a closing daisy-bloom one 
evening.

Soon the various species of 
native bluebells trumpeted 
their presence and suddenly 
blue predominated in the 
garden. These attracted small 
butterflies and gave the bees 
another option for a snug 
overnight stay inside the 
tightly closed petals.

The festival really began 
when the Yarra Burgan burst 
forth with its snowy white 
blooms. Just add the warmth 

of the sun and it becomes 
a cloud of tiny winged crea-
tures. I gaze upon it a while, 
before I can begin to pick out 
some of the individuals. Of 
course the relatively gaudy 
and large Yellow Admiral 
butterfly could not be missed. 
The photograph (right) was a 
bit harder as it tended to keep 
its wings well closed. 

The next group I can pick out 
are the flies. I know most peo-
ple won't get excited about 
flies but these are amazing 
to me. Most numerous are 
hoverflies with their yellow 
and black marked abdomens; 
many folks mistake them for 
bees. There are flies of vari-
ous sizes that are iridescent 
blue, green or copper. Then 
I note a wasp-like insect with 
a yellow striped, black body 
and orange marks on its head. 

However, photos revealed 
that with only one pair of 

wings and fly-like bobble an-
tennae (centre photo) it was 
a wasp-mimic fly. As long as 
the flies are paying more at-
tention to the flowering plants 
then they are to my sweaty 
face, they are all right with 
me. They are also excellent 
pollinators.

Soon I see the beetles: shiny 
green ones, minute black 
pin-tails and very thin brown 
longhorns are filling the air. 
On one day only, I photograph 
my favourite beetles the Jewel 
beetles (photo left) one lot pil-
ing up on top of each other in 
large numbers and of course 
some mating pairs. Then I 
find blue and red ones and 
a rusty red one with a dark 
head. Their numbers are few. 
I hope to see more later in the 
season. 

The excitement builds when 
I notice native bees on the 
Kunzea. I have seen two spe-

cies of male bees roosting on 
the shrubs the night before. 
Now I think I see some fe-
male Euryglossine bees. They 
seemed to be dive-bombed by 
other bees.

Finally mating couples prove 
to me that I am seeing the 
male and larger female of 
the same species. These are 
mostly black but a few of the 
females have the bright red 
saddleback as I showed in a 
photo last Spring. 

Needing to chill out for a 
while, I settle where I can 
watch the resin bees that are 
happily moving into the posts 
Peter erected last Autumn. 
Here I notice some of the 
larger holes have attracted a 
larger species so my bee list 
is growing. 

It's a feeding frenzy, a real 
festival of procreation and 
having it all in my back yard 
makes me feel so alive.

Farewell to a unique character
obituary

Spring bacchanal in my backyard
nature

By LINDA ROGAN

“The Diary’s the best 
newspaper published in 

Warrandyte, Ock!”
“It’s the only  

newspaper published in  
Warrandyte, Clyde!”

FOR ADVERTISING  
CALL 9844 0555
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Words and photograph by  
BILL HUDSON-MCAULEY

ANDSCAPE designer Bev 
Hanson has been an en-
vironmental crusader 
for our town for over 40 
years. During that time, 
she and her husband John 

have been fighting like tigers to stop 
developments out of character with 
Warrandyte. 

"Way back during the 1970s, they 
tried to develop the land opposite 
the bridge. This is the land between 
Folk Art and The RSL Club," said Bev, 
remembering the threat.

"It was a horrendous proposal to 
be built opposite our bridge, the 
gateway to Warrandyte. The plans 
included shops above and parking 
below." 

There were three proposals the 
townspeople successfully opposed 
and eventually the developers gave 
up and put the property back on 
the market.

Afraid and frustrated that develop-
ers would try again, Bev and John hit 
on an ingenious plan to future proof 
that block from being developed. 
"We bought the land," said Bev, with 
a modest amount of triumph in her 
voice. "We have control of it now."

The Hansons had enough courage 
to make sure their actions reflected 
their values and in doing so they 
saved that sacred block of land from 
the developers and helped protect 
the village atmosphere of their         
beloved Warrandyte. 

Bev met John when she was 17 and 
he was 23. They were both singing in 
the choir at The Methodist Church 
in Newport, the same church where 
they were later married in 1964.  Bev 
started studying at Burnley Horticul-
ture College when she was only 15. 
The subjects she studied and grew 
to love were botany, zoology, plant 
identification, soil signs, floriculture 
and landscape design. 

"I had always wanted to get into 
designing gardens," said Bev.

Did she always have a love of 
nature?

"Oh my word, yes," she says. "The 
love of gardens was passed on to me 
from my mother and also from her 
mother, too. I also spent my school 
holidays at my cousin Lynette’s farm 
in the Strathbogies and that strength-
ened my love of nature, too."

In 1969 the Hansons bought 10 
acres near the top of Webb Street. 
The heavily treed property is bor-
dered on two sides by Warrandyte 
State Park. John and Bev moved 
into their newly built home in 1972 
complete with the three kids, Jenny 
now 49, Christine 46 and Peter 44.

"In those days the house was sur-
rounded by a sea of mud that Peter 
loved to play in when he was a little 
boy," Bev said. 

Together, over the years they have 
turned that sea of mud into a show-

piece and created an acre of natural 
style garden around their home.

"We have eight ponds all fed from 
rainwater that runs off our roof and 
also planted hundreds of Australian 
native plants," Bev said. 

Their property has a covenant with 
Trust for Nature which means they 
can only landscape one acre of their 
land. It also bans hooved animals 
and ensures the land will stay in its 
natural state forever.

They have participated in Austra-
lia’s Open Garden Scheme for over 
10 years, sharing their property with 
the many people who were curious 
enough to drive out to Warrandyte 
and inspect their natural style 
garden.

"One year we had over 700 visi-
tors," Bev said. "But we have always 
donated the entry fee money to 
charity. We work together and are 
blessed in our marriage because we 
are both able to give and take. We 
complement each other and both 
enjoy the same sort of things. We 
have our own tennis court on the 
property and we have been playing 
tennis together for over 40 years. 
John is like a dynamo and I couldn’t 
have created and maintained this 
garden without him."

In 2014 the local fire brigade and 
council coordinated a controlled 
burn on the adjacent state park and 

also their property. The next spring 
the wildflowers grew back much 
more prolifically than normal. The 
purple coral pea, native orchids, 
hobea, flax lilies and egg and bacon 
plants sprang forth in a colourful 
display of yellow, purple, orange and 
pink blooms. 

Bev’s career as a landscape design-
er received a lucky break when she 
scored a job with the famous land-
scape architect Ellis Stones. 

"My duties were to drive him 
around, do the wages, write up the 
plans he designed, buy all the plants 

and do all the planting," Bev said. 
"Ellis Stones influenced me to de-

sign in the natural style and create 
a pleasing natural look with plants 
that complimented the design and 
each other."

Bev has worked in her own land-
scape design business since 1971 
and has a list of over 1000 clients.

"I have never advertised," she 
tells the Diary. "That is the best way 
because people trust you because 
you have been recommended by 
previous clients."

Bev has left her mark on the War-
randyte scene and has helped land-
scape Warrandyte High School, the 
IGA, the football oval, the Mechanics 
Institute Hall, the primary school 
centenary garden and the Warran-
dyte Community Centre. 

"There was a huge argument over 
the community centre landscape 
design," Bev said. "The architects' 
landscape plans were totally inap-
propriate for Warrandyte and didn’t 
blend into our environment at all. 
They proposed concrete pathways 
and a wall with a three-metre drop.

"We tried to fight it but lost, I was 
very angry because they weren’t 
listening to the people."

But things changed and Bev 
couldn’t believe it when the archi-
tect rang her saying, "We are going 
to implement your plan but we’re not 

going to pay you."
Bev said: "I nearly fell off the phone 

with surprise and couldn’t have 
cared less about not being paid as 
long as we stopped their inappropri-
ate plan. It was so un-Warrandyte!"

Both Bev and John have been hon-
oured by winning the Manningham 
Council Citizen of the Year Award; 
John in 1980 and Bev in 1999. They 
were both delighted when their son 
Peter won the same award in 2008. 

These days the Hansons are 
semi-retired. 

"We love travelling and go away 
nearly every year," Bev said. 

"We also spend time with our three 
grandchildren William, 13, Jessie, 9 
and Max, 7."

Bev and John are members of the 
local Uniting Church and Bev says 
their faith is important to them. 

"It’s wonderful to live in God’s 
creation." 

Bev reflects on her time as an envi-
ronmental crusader. 

"We are not finished yet and are 
currently involved in organising a 
landscape plan for the North War-
randyte Sewerage Backlog Project. 
Together, with many others, we’ve 
battled to keep Warrandyte’s integ-
rity and will continue to do so. It’s 
‘People Power’ that has kept this 
town what it is today," Bev said with 
a determined grin.

Environmental crusader

CHRISTMAS is fast approaching 
and with busy lives it can be chal-
lenging to complete all the shop-
ping in time. 
This year, a little pre planning 
will take away some of that anxi-
ety so you can forget the frenzy of 
last minute purchases. 

Here are 10 clutter-free gift 
ideas that you can make/create/
buy that are useful, practical, fun 
and often consumable. 

One
Homemade voucher. 
Time is precious so make a 

voucher for someone special that 
would be meaningful for them. 
New parents: babysitting. 

Elderly: help in the garden. 
Busy family: cook one dinner a 

month for a year. 
What are your talents? Sewing, 

cleaning, wash car, computer 
help. A voucher of your time is 
valued by everyone. 

Two
Movie vouchers. Why not give 

them with a packet of popcorn 
and Maltesers.

Three
Classes. Yoga, dancing, pilates, 

gym; pay for a term and wrap 
it along with a couple of health 
bars.

Four
Mani/pedi. Take one nice empty 

glass jar, add nail polish, acetone, 
cotton balls, nail file and wrap 
with ribbon.

Five
Homemade food treats such as 

chutneys, pickles, sauces, jams, 
biscuit, curry paste, baked goods 
and so on.

Six
iTunes voucher. Always a favou-

rite with the younger ones.

Seven
The gift of green. Succulents, 

cactus, native plants, maybe a 
trailer load of mulch? Think big.  

Eight
Tickets for fun and being active, 

such as mini golf, ten pin bowling, 
the zoo, Healesville Sanctuary, 
Melbourne Aquarium, a water 
park. 

Tailor it to suit the individual or 
family. 

Nine
Massage. So who doesn’t like a 

massage? A little pampering goes 
a long way.

Ten
Wine or Beer, an all-time favou-

rite but present it a little differ-
ently. I made these last year for 
my colleagues. I called them Rein 
Beers. 

Clutter-free Christmas gift ideas
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going to pay you."
Bev said: "I nearly fell off the phone 

with surprise and couldn’t have 
cared less about not being paid as 
long as we stopped their inappropri-
ate plan. It was so un-Warrandyte!"

Both Bev and John have been hon-
oured by winning the Manningham 
Council Citizen of the Year Award; 
John in 1980 and Bev in 1999. They 
were both delighted when their son 
Peter won the same award in 2008. 

These days the Hansons are 
semi-retired. 

"We love travelling and go away 
nearly every year," Bev said. 

"We also spend time with our three 
grandchildren William, 13, Jessie, 9 
and Max, 7."

Bev and John are members of the 
local Uniting Church and Bev says 
their faith is important to them. 

"It’s wonderful to live in God’s 
creation." 

Bev reflects on her time as an envi-
ronmental crusader. 

"We are not finished yet and are 
currently involved in organising a 
landscape plan for the North War-
randyte Sewerage Backlog Project. 
Together, with many others, we’ve 
battled to keep Warrandyte’s integ-
rity and will continue to do so. It’s 
‘People Power’ that has kept this 
town what it is today," Bev said with 
a determined grin.

Clutter-free Christmas gift ideas

By JOE CARUANA  
(assistant principal)
THE Warrandyte High School an-
nual art show officially opened on 
October 29.

A plethora of imaginative and 
refreshing art work as well as a 
collection of sophisticated design 
work adorned the Doig Learn-
ing Centre at Warrandyte High 
School. The artists and designers 
are 2015 Warrandyte High School 
VCE students of studio arts, de-
sign technology, visual communi-
cation design and multimedia. 

A gallery atmosphere was 
created complete with external 
sculptures, textiles and paintings 
amongst the attractions. Adding 
to the magic were large scale in-
stallations, photography, digital 

and video imagery. 
The maturity, originality and so-

phistication of the VCE students’ 
work exhibited created an indel-
ibly positive impression. The aes-
thetic qualities employed coupled 
with the cosmopolitan design of 
some of the pieces highlighted the 
excellent execution of processes 
undertaken by the students.

The art show is the culmination 
of the year’s work from the VCE 
art and technology students at 
WHS. Extremely well attended 
by parents, grandparents, friends 
and teachers, Principal Dr Ste-
phen Parkin declared the 2016 
show as “spectacular”.  To the 
students of 2016 we look forward 
to the mesmerising work you will 
generate – the bar has certainly 
been set very high.

ANDERSON’S Creek Primary School’s 
eSmart committee offered some 
great information via the school’s 
newsletter last week about questions 
and concerns parents may have with 
cybersecurity. 

The committee published the Top 
5 Questions Parents Have About 
Cybersecurity, provided by Connect 
Safely:

1. What are the biggest security 
threats to kids?

Children and teens can be caught 
by the same kinds of security prob-
lems that affect adults (drive-by 
downloads, links to malicious sites, 
viruses and malware, etc). But there 
are some special ways criminals get 
to kids, such as links to “fan sites” 
that contain malicious links or “free 
stuff,” messages that look like they're 
from friends, offers of free music or 

movies or ring tones or anything 
else that a child might be tempted 
to download.

2. How do I talk with my child 
about security?

Actually security is one of those 

topics that are pretty easy to talk 
with kids about, because, just like 
adults, they don’t want to be ex-
ploited, tricked or ripped off either. 
Just talk with them about how there 
are some people who try to take 
advantage of others by stealing their 
money or their information.

Explain not everything is what it 
appears to be – why it’s important 
to think before we connect. Don’t 
make it a one-time conversation; 
revisit it from time to time. Ask them 
what they think and if they've gotten 
anything suspicious lately. Your kids 
might know more about cybersecu-
rity than you think.

3. How do we protect our family's 
computers?

It’s important to use up-to-date 
security software and make sure 
that your operating system and the 

software you use are up-to-date. Soft-
ware companies sometimes find and 
then fix security flaws via updates. 
Also, be careful about the websites 
you and your kids visit and links you 
and they click on. Always make sure 
you have strong passwords.

4. How do we protect our mobile 
devices?

There are security apps for mobile 
devices, but the best way to pro-
tect mobile devices is to use a PIN 
(personal identification number or 
password), to be careful about what 
apps you use and to have a way of 
wiping your data if your phone is 
lost or stolen. 

Visit ConnectSafely’s security cen-
tre at connectsafely.org/security to 
find out about apps that will remote-
ly wipe or lock your phone and help 
you find it if it’s missing.

5. Why do we always hear "Never 
share your passwords"?

Because it can be tempting to 
share passwords with friends, and 
it's not sound cybersecurity. The 
more widely passwords are shared, 
the more your data, identity and 
property are out of your control. 
Sometimes friends become ex-
friends or are just careless with all 
that's behind your password, so it's 
important that passwords are kept 
private, easy to remember and hard 
to guess. Talk with your kids about 
why it isn't a good idea to share their 
passwords – except possibly with 
you. But if you want to model not 
sharing passwords, you can check 
your kids' accounts with them rather 
than knowing and using their pass-
words when they're unaware you're 
in their accounts. For more on this, 
visit passwords.connectsafely.org.

FOR 25 years, Year 6 students from 
Warrandyte Primary School have 
been visiting Tobruk House to meet 
some of the veterans of WWII. 

What started as a visit to the 
school from a grandfather of a 
student to talk to the class about 
his experiences during the Second 
World War has become an annual 
visit to the hall in Albert Park. 

Here the students meet the men 
who fought in Tobruk and hear 
their stories about the conflict and 
learn about life during that time.

Although in their early 90s, the 

memory of their time at war is still 
very clear. They recount what life 
was like living for months on end 
with little water and food; how they 
dug holes and tunnels for shelters, 
protection from the bombs (just 
like “poor desert rats”); what it 
was like to leave family behind and 
their life after the war; and they 
recalled their mates and the special 
bonds that remain to this day.

There are only a few surviving  
Rats of Tobruk member and WPS 
was fortunate to have spent time 
with Alf, Ron and Bob (below).

WPS Sixers visit Tobruk House

A parent’s guide to cyber safety

Warrandyte High School annual Art Show
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By MICHAEL DI PETTA
YEAR 12 Warrandyte High 

School student and part time Dia-
ry writer Taylor Padfield has won 
gold in the Victorian state triple 
jump competition last month.

Remarkably, the 18-year-old has 
never actually trained or prac-
ticed the event, but found herself 
on the podium at Albert Park.

“I don’t do any training, but I do 
play netball in the Victorian Net-
ball League, so maybe that helps. 
I’ve been doing it for school since 
primary and I’ve made it to state 
before, I came third in Year 10 
and fifth in Year 11. I wasn’t go-
ing to go this time, but I thought 
why not, it’s my last year, and I 
certainly didn’t expect to win it,” 
Taylor says.

Taylor managed to smash her 
personal best of 10.36 metres, 
recording a jump of 10.50 to take 
the gold and becoming the first 
Warrandyte High student to win 
a state event in the process. Con-
sidering her lack of familiarity or 
any real instruction with the tech-
nique, Taylor’s achievements are 
truly astonishing. 

“I went last year to the jumping 
pit last year a couple of times, and 
I bought a pair of jumping run-
ners because I was just using my 
old netball runners. On the day 
all the state schools are there and 
it’s pretty competitive. You see all 
these people coaching on the side-
line, but I just ran up with my fam-
ily cheering in the background,” 
Taylor says.

Unfortunately, it may not be pos-
sible for Taylor to go to nationals, 
due to age restrictions. However, 
Taylor will continue to pursue 

sport at a high level, through her 
netball commitments.

Playing for the Yarra Valley 
Grammar Ariels in the VNL, Tay-
lor travels far and wide to com-
pete for her side.

“I play Goal Defence or Goal 
Keeper and I’ll keep playing that 
next year. Pre-season training 
starts at the beginning of the year 
and we will be playing teams 
all around Victoria, usually on a 
Wednesday night or Saturday.”

One can only imagine just how 
far Taylor may have jumped if she 
had trained from a young age.

“I wish I did it when I was 
younger, but I always played bas-
ketball and netball," Taylor says. 

"Through primary school I just 
kept doing it and figured I wasn’t 
too bad at it. 

"I managed to break our school 
record. But I never really went on 
with it,” Taylor says.

TRIPLE FLAG 
Buy the DVD for only $10! 
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By ANDREW RILEY
WARRANDYTE Mountain Bike Club 
has launched into racing in 2015, 
holding its first junior racing event at 
Westerfolds Park this month. Fifteen 
kids entered the event and raced 
around the Candlebark trails for an 
hour, pushing themselves to their 
personal limits in a fantastic turnout. 

All competitors and their parents 
then enjoyed a BBQ and refresh-
ments post-race for a gold coin 
donation.

The club enjoyed a great turn out 
from local kids, some of them racing 

for the first time and kids coming 
from as far as Geelong to join in. 

The next "teen racing" event for 
kids between the age of 10 and 17 
(official name to be announced 
shortly) will be held Friday Novem-
ber 20, with competitors meeting at 
the Candlebark carpark at 6pm. A 
shorter loop for younger and less 
experienced racers will be provid-
ed, allowing them to relax and get 
involved. All participants must have 
mtba membership, or purchase a 
day license for $5 on the night.

The Victorian Schools Cycling 

Championships (VSCC) was also 
held over the winter months, acting 
as another medium to get people in-
volved with riding. There were three 
disciplines (mountain bike, bmx and 
road racing) and Warrandyte Moun-
tain Bike Club was well represented 
in the finals of mountain biking, held 
in Bendigo. The Snowball family 
made their mark, with Courtney plac-
ing second in U17 girls, and Mitchell 
placing third in U12 boys. Courtney 
also finished in second place for 
the series and it was terrific to see 
some Warrandyte representation on 

the podium. 
The club organises regular social 

rides for adults and more competent 
children. Interested parties should 
keep an eye on the club’s Facebook 
page, Warrandyte Mountain Bike 
Club, for details of the Wednesday 
evening twilight rides. Rides kick off 
at 7.30pm and the Sunday morning 
rides commence at 8.30am, both 
from the netball courts.

Kids program will be starting up 
with regular social rides and skills 
sessions held over the holidays.

Mountain bikers ready to race

By ED MUNKS
OCTOBER brought with it the start 
of the relay competitions for East 
Doncaster when athletes compete 
in various races including 4x100, 
4x200m and 800m medley races. 

The first of the major race meets 
was the Box Hill Invitational and 
local runners didn’t disappoint, 
especially the Under 15 girls. Middle 
distance runner Abbey Caldwell and 
sprinter Joanna O’Connell teamed 
up to win gold medals in the 800m 
medley race, with Joanna running 
the 200m leg and Abbey completing 
a superb 400m last leg to run away 
from the demoralised field. 

Other athletes who made finals 
and just missed medals were Nick 
Sharpe and Tom O’Connell, who 
ran the Under 13s 800m medley and 
finished seventh. Ben Munks also 
had a big day of racing, finishing the 
day with a fourth placing in the 800m 
medley final and two fifth finishes in 
the finals of the 4x100m and 4 x 200m 
races. Under 11s runner Alice Glover 
also competed and was unlucky not 
to get a medal in the 4 x100m.

The next major race is the East-
ern Metropolitan regional finals to 
be held at the Yarra Ranges track 
later this month, which serves as 
the qualification races for the state 
championships in December.

In the School Sport Victoria Cham-
pionships Primary School section 
held at the Lakeside Stadium, Harri-
ette Glover ran a great 800m race 
to earn a well-deserved third place. 
Her bronze medal was just reward 
for effort after training hard and 
competing in the cross-country 
competitions throughout the winter 
off-season. Harriette now looks for-
ward to a strong summer season of 
middle distance racing.

Relay races 
for East 
Doncaster 
little aths

Taylor is state champ
Gold for our girl in triple jump
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with CHRIS SHARP

Tips about diet
DID you ever roll your eyes as 
a kid when your parents told 
you that playing sports “built 
character”?

Well, your parents were prob-
ably right, but you don’t have 
to play a team sport to learn 
something from your workouts. 
Anything that challenges you is 
an opportunity to learn – here 
are six lessons you can take 
from the gym and apply to your 
diet, even if you’re only compet-
ing against yourself.

Something always beats 
nothing. You wanted to do a 
30-minute run today. But you’re 
on a tight schedule and you 
lost 10 minutes of that time 
because you misplaced your 
running shoes and had hunt 
them down. Which of the fol-
lowing is the better response? 
Go for a 20-minute run in the 
time you have left. Stay home 
and beat yourself up for being 
disorganised.

Obviously, when you quantify 
it like that, it’s so easy to see 
that 20 minutes of running is 
better than none. If nothing 
else, it keeps you on a roll of 
doing at least something reg-
ularly, so you stay in the habit 
of putting on your shoes and 
heading out for a run, and habit 
is the backbone of long-term 
lifestyle change.

Exactly the same thing ap-
plies to diet. Even a small im-
provement is better than no 
improvement, and one small 
slip-up doesn’t mean the day 
is “ruined”. Even though it’s 
harder to quantify “eating well” 
doing whatever you can is bet-
ter than not doing it – even if it’s 
just drinking water with your 
Big Mac instead of Coke.

Focus your energy where it 
counts the most. Most people 
have limited time and energy to 
spend in the gym – we can’t do 
every single exercise that could 
possibly be good. The key is to 
not worry about "superfoods" 
unless you have all your basics 
“dialled in” and you still have 
time to spare for your diet. 
Also, prioritise – focus on the 
exercises that give you the most 
bang for your buck, so you can 
get the biggest improvement 
with the time and energy you 
have to put in.

If you want to gain muscle 
mass, doing compound joint 
movements (like squats and 
deadlifts) gives you more return 
for your time than set after 
set of partial range of motion 
biceps curls. Hypothetically, 
if you had unlimited time and 
recovery capacity, doing bi-
ceps curls on top of the squats 
would make you even stronger 
than the squats alone, but con-
sidering that you don’t have 
unlimited time, the squats are 
the movement to prioritize.

The same thing is true of food. 
Most people have a limited 
amount of energy to spend on 
their diet. Focusing on the most 
important basics (eg replacing 
refined grains with vegetables 
on your plate, trading sugary 
sodas for water) will give you 
a much bigger return for your 
time than obsessing over every 
individual micronutrient and 
tracking your ratio of Omega-3 
to Omega-6 fats down to the 
gram. 

Bloods with a bang
Slow start 
by Hawks
By FRANS BROUWER
WITH two rounds done and 
dusted in the RDCA (three in the 
lower grades), South Warrandyte 
Cricket Club has not started in 
the way it would have hoped, de-
spite some outstanding individual 
performances. 

The five senior teams have only 
two wins and a lucky draw (a 
storm washed out play) to show 
throughout the first 13 matches, 
although the Third XI was close 
to adding another win, losing one 
match by a run. 

The two veterans teams have 
a win and a loss to their name, 
while the juniors have scored six 
wins (including an outright) out 
of 12 matches. 

At time of writing, several ju-
niors were in the hunt for spots 
in RDCA representative teams, 
while two players have also been 
nominated for the RDCA U21 
team.

Junior co-ordinator Matt Fasan 
and junior registration secre-
tary Marianne Condon assisted 
Holy Spirit Primary School with 
a round-robin competition at 
Quambee Reserve on October 29.  
This is an annual event supported 
and run by Cricket Victoria and 
last year the Hawks helped Croy-
don Hills PS.

In other news, the Fifth XI has 
settled in at its new home ground 
of Donvale Primary School.

Results:
1st XI (Wilkins): 0 wins 2 losses – 
Round 1 Steve Lindsay 5/18; Rd 2 
Lucas Williams 34, Robbie Bowen 32.
2nd XI (Pascoe):  1 draw 1 loss – Rd 
2 David Mock 4/61, Hayden Matthys 
34, Nikoda Brooking 34.
3rd XI (D Grade): 3 losses – Rd 1 Troy 
Donis 32; Rd 2 Tom Livingstone 3/15, 
Mikey Gibbons 49no; Rd 3 Gavin 
Maslen 44, Tom Peter-Budge 35; 
4th XI (F Grade): 2 wins 1 loss – Rd 1 
Lachlan McMahon 3/5, Kane Hartrup 
3/17 and 51no; Rd 3 Tom Chrisfield 
4/12.
5th XI (H Grade): 3 losses – Rd 3 Si-
mon Braunthal 29.
O40 (Division 2):  lost – Dale Owen 
40 retired, Andrew Walker 36, Mark 
Bourke 3/28.
O40 (Div 4): won – Steve Russell 40 
retired, Brad Driscoll 42retired. 
U16-2:  1 win 1 loss - Rd 1 Lex Hart-
nett 51 retired, Darcy Church 35; Rd 
2 Jack Livingstone 52, Josh McAuliffe 
42.
U14-2: 2 wins (one outright) – Rd 2 
Simon Reynolds 34.
U14-4: 2 losses – Rd 1 Thomas Fayle 
2/6, Connor Smith 2/13; Rd 2 Corey 
Church 27.
U12-2: 1 win 1 loss - Rd 1 Dane Mif-
sud 2/2; Rd 2 Kyan Brasher 3/9.
U12-4: 1 win 1 loss - Rd 1 Jake Mar-
shall 2/2, Will Butterfield 15 retired; 
Rd 2 Matthew Haysom 3/5, Jake 
Marshall 21.
U12-6: 1 win 1 loss - Rd 1 Samuel 
Tsoukatos 3/5; Rd 2 James D’Alberto 
2/3 and 1/12, Mitchell Clark 2/2 and 
21 retired.

By RYAN HOIBERG
WARRANDYTE has made an early 
statement in the Trollope Shield, 
winning its first two games in the top 
tier tournament against St Andrews 
and Norwood, establishing itself as a 
force to be reckoned with throughout 
the 2015-16 campaign. 

Early standouts have been Brenton 
Styles and club coach Jake Sherriff, 
who have provided man of the match 
performances to guide the WCC to 
victory, assisted by back-to-back half 
centuries by opening bat Ben Taylor.

In the first game of the season, War-
randyte travelled to Norwood to play 
a rare one-day fixture and elected to 
bat away from home. A solid start 
was needed in the 40-over format 
and stand in captain Ayrton Dehmel 
provided a strong stand with Taylor 
to give the side a platform. 

Taylor continued to work through-
out the innings, pushing the score-
board along with a highlight 67-run 
fourth wicket stand with Sherriff to 
push the score to 180 for the loss of 
six wickets at the end of the 40. 

Warrandyte fielded a very young 
bowling line-up, backing up the 
unit which helped secure the flag 
last year and this was evident in 
the opening game of the year. With 
four of the key strike bowlers under 
the age of 25, Dehmel had a potent 
arsenal to throw the ball. 

Styles would turn out to be the key 
bowler for the team, finishing with 
the staggering figures of seven overs, 
six maidens and four wickets for two 
runs. In a standout performance he 
ran through the middle order of 
Norwood and the game was finished 
in the 29th over. Warrandyte would 
win by 100 runs.

The next week Warrandyte re-
turned to the more familiar two-day 
cricket format, hosting St Andrews at 
the WCG, with life member Campbell 
Holland returning to the First XI. 
Warrandyte again won the toss and 
elected to bat. 

It would turn out to be the right 
call, with Warrandyte smashing the 
St Andrews attack to all parts of the 
'Dyte, registering 347 runs by the end 
of the day. 

Sherriff would again put his name 
in lights, scoring a magnificent 113, 
bludgeoning eight fours and three 
sixes on his way to the first Trollope/
Chandler century at the club since 
2000. 

Sherriff was able to take advantage 
of another good start by Taylor (66) 
and Cleaves (39) and it was his part-
nership with club statesman Dave 
Mooney (72) for the sixth wicket that 
broke St Andrews’ back. 

Warrandyte was never in trouble 
the following week, and St Andrews 
never pushed the game to a competi-
tive level, dismissed in the 64th over 
for 139, 208 runs behind. Styles was 
again the pick of the bowlers with 
3/30, supporting his coach's figures 
of 2/36.

In the Second Eleven, Warrandyte 
was robbed victory in the opening 
one-day game, with the ridiculous 
October weather turning a 32-degree 
day into a thunderstorm and aban-
doned game. 

Before that, Daniel Nilsson had 
given the team hope of collecting the 
points, after Warrandyte restricted 
Kilsyth to 180 in their 40 overs. The 
following week, Warrandyte lost a 

game they really should have locked 
away several times. Despite some 
disgraceful fielding, Warrandyte dis-
missed Mooroolbark for 128 thanks 
to a career best performance from 
Brandon Stafford (5/26). Stafford's 
first five-wicket haul in senior cricket 
was some inspirational pace bowl-
ing, however a batting collapse could 
not be prevented and Warrandyte 
would fall 28 runs short.

The Third XI has completed four 
straight one day games and have 
provided a mixed bags of results. 
Chris Jackson has led the group 
well in some challenging games, but 
despite having access to two past 
First XI players for a game, have not 
been able to secure as many wins as 
he would have liked. 

Bailey Bowyer's 40 in the first 
round would be listed as a clear 
highlight for the young gun, however 
Jackson has done a lot of the heavy 
lifting for the group.

The Fourth XI sit two wins from 
four games, with skipper Dylan Burns 
providing unexpected highlights 
with the bat for the team. 

Stephen Goddard’s 63 against 
Chirnside Park gained the boys first 
points for the season, but it has 
struggled to provide continuity in the 
first month and sit mid table. 

The Fifth XI has three wins from 
its opening four games, with a really 
pleasing mixture of support from all 
levels of the club. 

In a season where a real focus has 
been put in place on mixing in the 
three formats of the club, Junior, 
Veteran and Senior, Warrandyte's 
Fifth XI is a melting pot of players. 

Highlights have been provided 
from old timers such as Nathan Croft, 
Grocott and Hanson, but young gun 
Ben Sproat has provided a few key 
wickets for his skipper as his game 
continues to develop.

The Sixth XI has been re-introduced 
this season to much applause and 
most pleasing has been the ability 
to introduce a few new members to 
the club. Debutants have included 
Connie North, Claire O'Brien, Max 
Coutts, Brady Poole, Harry Brown, 
Sophie Day and Ella Mooney.

Results:
First XI
Round 1: Warrandyte 6/180 (Taylor 64 
no, Sherriff 43) d Norwood 80 (Styles 
4/2, Cleaves 3/11, Gaffney 1/3). 
Round 2: Warrandyte 7/347 (Sherriff 
113, Mooney 72, Taylor 66) d St An-
drews 139 (Styles 3/30, Sherriff 2/36)
Second XI
Round 1: Warrandyte 7/152 (D Nilsson 
54, Holland 32)  drew with Kilsyth 
5/180 
(Gidley 2/23). Round 2: Warrandyte 
100 (Bowyer 31) lost to  Mooroolbark 
128 (Stafford 5/26, Ison 3/16). 
Third XI
Round 1: Warrandyte 8/218 (Poole 57, 
B Bowyer 40) d Kilsyth 197 (Jackson 
4/28, Smead 3/26). Round 2: War-
randyte 7/123 (C Jackson 30) lost to 
Ainslie Park 2/126 (C Jackson 1/14). 
Round 3: Warrandyte 7/129 (Baker 35) 
lost to Lilydale 4/136 (C Jackson 2/6). 
Round 4: Warrandyte 8/201 (S Bowyer 
58, Haworth 41) d Olinda 9/198 (Ait-
ken 4/16, C Jackson 2/22).  
Fourth XI 
Round 1: Warrandyte 96 (Burns 18) 
lost to Wonga Park 4/101 (Burns 
2/24).  Round 2: Warrandyte 7/247 
(Goddard 63, Burns 33) d Chirnside 
Park 8/149 (Kline 2/9, Exon 2/22). 
Round 3: Warrandyte 5/150 (Moly-
neux 54, Aitken 34) d Lilydale 5/145 
(Bansal 1/12). Round 4:  Warrandyte 
202 (Prangley 38, Molyneux 33) lost to 
South Warrandyte 4/224 (Bansal 1/25). 
Fifth XI
Round 1: Warrandyte 6/182 (Croft 
53, Grocott 50)  d Croydon Ranges 
149 (Dean 2/13, Grocott 2/17). Round 
2: Warrandyte 2/100 (Hanson 32) d 
Kilsyth 93 (Huntly 4/39, Sproat 2/3). 
Round 3: Warrandyte 4/164 (Hanson 
51, Croft 42) lost to Scoresby 79 
(Sproat 3/19, McAlary 2/0).  Round 4: 
Warrandyte 7/157 (Weatherley 43) d 
Wantirna 9/124 (Closs 3/16)
Sixth XI
Round 1: Warrandyte d Olinda by 
forfeit. Round 2: Warrandyte 8/201 
(B Thomas 50, Rees 46) d Bayswater 
Park 184 (Rees 3/15). Round 3: War-
randyte 9/172 (B Poole 48, B Thomas 
35). Round 4: Warrandyte 8/187 (War-
ren 51) lost to Bayswater Park 5/193 
(Rees 3/35).

By TRICIA BARRETT
THE annual WTC Senior Club 
Championships were held on 
Sunday October 18 and it was 
club coach Craig Haslam who 
became men’s singles club cham-
pion for the sixth time. 

Playing Tristan Jackson, 
Haslam mounted a remarkable 
comeback in the deciding set, 
coming back from 5-2 down to 
win 8-6 in a tiebreaker to claim 
the title.

“If Blake and Farrah (Craig’s 
children) were not watching, 

I am pretty sure I would have 
caved in at 5-2. The new Warran-
dyte Community Bendigo Bank 
defibrillator almost came out at 
the three-hour mark,” Craig said.

On the girls’ side of the draw, 
Ariel Paterson won out over 
Ruby Bradford (pictured) 8-5 in a 
pro set to claim first prize. 

Enthralled spectator Lincoln 
Paterson was heard to say the 
big day of action was “ more 
interesting and cheaper than the 
Australian Open”.

Afterwards, a fun and social 
round robin competition was 

played in which youngsters 
teamed up with seniors. 

Club champ Craig Haslam 
played with his daughter Farrah 
and runner up Tristan Jackson 
played with Daniel Mizzi. 

In other events, Tristan and An-
drew Coleman defeated Michael 
Ashfield and Matt Cook to win 
the men's doubles championship, 
and girl’s singles finalists Ariel 
and Ruby teamed up to win the 
women's doubles.  

See warrandytennisclub.org.au 
for more information.

Coach Craig Haslam is tennis club champion
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Our young Demon’s road to recovery

By NICOLE HOWARD
IT’S always busy come the end of the 
year in the basketball world, with all 
forms of the game kicking off new 
seasons. 

The start of the school term brought 
in the beginning of the Redbacks 
summer season, with domestic teams 
currently progressing through grad-
ing. So far, fans have been treated to 
some tremendous performances and 
many new young faces playing for the 
Redbacks in early stages.

The popularity of the Aussie Hoops 
program continues to thrive with an-
other full program for Term 4. 

Each Friday afternoon, budding 
young ballers get on court and learn 
the basic fundamentals of basketball. 
The program has been sold out for the 
entire school year and represents the 
growth and popularity of basketball in 
the community. 

October is also the month of tryouts 
for Junior Venom representative bas-
ketball. Players have gone through a 
four-week tryout process and have 

now been selected into sides for the 
VJBL season. There are two weeks of 
practice rounds before the season 
gets underway and many teams will 
be playing in tournaments in the com-
ing weeks to build team chemistry for 
the approaching season. 

Alongside these junior tryouts 
were the Big V Youth League tryouts 
for both women and men, with War-
randyte juniors trying to break into 
senior representative basketball. The 
future looks bright with a number of 
talented young players being reward-
ed with playing positions and devel-
opment positions for the upcoming 
Big V 2016 season. 

Along with the Big V Men and Wom-
en’s sides, the four senior teams are 
now in pre-season and are putting 
in a lot of work to prepare for a 
gruelling and competitive year. As 
the competitions advance, the club 
looks forward to sharing all success 
and enjoyment with the Warrandyte 
Basketball members and the broader 
Warrandyte community.

Game on 
for new 
season

Picture: Gareth Dickson

The art of the Samurai
By MICHAEL DI PETTA
THE Warrandyte Community Cen-
tre plays host to a wide range 
of programs and organisations, 
including our humble Diary office. 
Most exciting and thrilling of these 
programs could be the Warrandyte 
Jujutsu classes offered in Victory 
Hall on Sundays, which has been 
re-opened as a local dojo since 
February last year.

Ramon Aperia, a third dan sensei 
in the martial art, previously offered 
classes in Warrandyte with his wife, 
Sensei Wendy. 

After Wendy’s passing, Ramon 
took some time away, but has since 
brought classes back to Warran-
dyte, which offer a wide range of 
skills for people young and old.

“It is fantastic for coordination. 
But also parents are saying since 
their kids have started training, 
they are doing better at maths. 
These are not benefits you expect,” 
Ramon says.

The dojo offers three classes, a 

junior program for children aged 
between six and 10, an intermediate 
class for those between 11 and 15, 
and a senior 16+ program. Each 
class and age group focuses on a 
different aspect of the martial art, 
appropriate to their age.

“The Judo-based program is for 
little legends (juniors), and involves 
throws, rolls and wrestling. The 
kids play games and are encour-

aged to enjoy themselves. In the 
intermediate group, we teach them 
an aspect of the martial art, and 
then the adult group learns about 
kicks and takedowns, but always 
about defence, not attacking,” Ra-
mon says.

The classes are extremely profes-
sional and all teachers and partici-
pants are covered by sports insur-
ance. Ramon and son Tom (also a 

sensei) are extremely impressive 
to observe practicing the art and 
provide a warm and welcoming vibe 
throughout sessions.

“The idea is the more we can 
share, the better I can make you, 
and the better you can make me. 
Our groups are usually between 
eight and ten people, and you do 
get that intimate, boutique type 
of training with smaller classes,” 
Ramon says.

The dojo was preparing for one of 
its important events, the Fight for 
Life martial arts seminar it was cre-
ated by the head of Idokan Australia 
Kevin Walsh, in honour of his close 
friend Wendy (Ramon’s wife), who 
had breast cancer.

The first seminar was held in 
2010 and was a huge success, with 
Wendy inspirationally managing to 
teach at the seminar despite her ill-
ness. The seminar has since grown 
to become a worldwide event and 
is held all over the globe, including 
dozens of instructors and different 

martial arts.
For Ramon, learning martial arts is 

a terrific way of building confidence 
and respect, and it is the dojo’s aim 
to spread the word to the rest of the 
community.

“We had sessions at the primary 
school, trying to give back to the 
community and give people a try. 
This initiated a lot of interest. We 
do camps once a year, and when 
people are ready, we grade them,” 
Ramon says.

“We don’t accept ego problems, 
when we finish fighting we have a 
tap. If people don’t tap, that is not 
tolerated. If they don’t tap because 
they are humiliated, and they are 
being beaten, it is a problem, and 
students need to tell each other. 
There is no benefit for anyone if 
someone passes out here.”

Classes are run on Sundays over 
a 10-week program and interested 
parties need only head down to the 
Warrandyte Community Centre on 
Sunday to have a better look.



34 Warrandyte Diary November 2015 November 2015 Warrandyte Diary 35

ECOVERING from a long-
term injury is a brutal 
physical process, some-
thing Melbourne AFL play-
er Christian Petracca can 

certainly testify to. The second pick 
in the 2015 draft saw his dream of 
an AFL debut shattered after a sea-
son-ending ACL injury in pre-season 
training. But the 19-year-old Warran-
dytian insists the mental struggle 
was more difficult than the physical 
one, though he is winning the battle. 
Dealing with the reality of waiting 
another year to step onto the field, 
as well as the pressure of being a 
high draft pick, took its toll on the ex-
plosive midfielder. But according to 
Petracca, some tough love at home, 
a trip to America and learning some 
hard lessons along the way helped 
pave the way to his recovery. The 
Diary’s MICHAEL DI PETTA takes 
time out in the young gun’s home 
town for an update.

Michael: First of all, obviously 
with the ACL injury, you missed 
the entire year. As a young player, 
how do you come back from that?

Christian: Yeah, when I first did it, it 
was pretty frustrating, obviously I’d 
never had a setback like this in my 
life as a footballer, or a sportsperson 
in general. I didn’t really know how 
to cope or how to handle the situ-
ation, especially being touted as a 
high draft pick, when the pressure’s 
already on me. I think the biggest 
thing I did was to surround myself 
with good people. My family was 
supportive throughout the whole 
year and obviously so was everyone 
down at the footy club. You’ve got 44 
blokes on a list and it really helps; 
any day if you’re feeling flat, you can 
talk to any of them. 

MD: What was some of the best 
advice you got from some of the 
blokes at Melbourne or from the 
family?

CP: Make the most of it, you’re 
only in the gym for a year, so really 
try and harness the experience and 
get your body right. Also, they told 
me it’s probably the best time to do 
a knee, if you were to do one, right 
at the start of your career, so really 
just focus on working hard and being 
a better person.

MD:  And the family?
CP: They’ve done everything, I get 

home, they’ve probably seen I’ve had 
a bad day and they give a lot of sup-
port. My brothers haven’t changed 
and that’s probably the best thing, 
they’ve kept on telling me to suck it 
up. I don’t want them to change just 
because I’ve done a knee, or become 
an AFL footballer or anything, but it’s 
good because we haven’t changed at 
all. Mum and Dad have been really 
good the whole year, even off the 
field, just helping me through and 
it’s what I needed.

MD: What were some of the things 
you did, or techniques you used 
to keep yourself physically and 
emotionally motivated throughout 
the period?

CP: It was quite a boring year, I 

guess, because every day I did the 
exact same stuff - there was no 
real change, it was just basically 
leg strength. Every day, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday would be my 
main days for running, gym and we 
did these other little exercises with 
that which would basically take up 
the whole day. And on Tuesday and 
Thursdays, which were my days off, 
I’d still be doing a bike session, or a 
swim to keep the cardio going. Then 
on top of that, you’ve got to fit in the 
meetings with the main group and all 
the game style reviews, and reviews 
from training. So you’re pretty busy; 
it’s a full time job. I’m probably more 
mentally fatigued then physically, 
just because it really has been a long 
year. I just can’t wait to start.

MD: When you were sitting out on 
the sidelines you must of learnt a 
lot about playing and being in the 
AFL, even though you weren’t out 
on the field.

CP: Yeah definitely, I think the 
biggest thing that I found was that 
talent only gets you so far, you could 
have another one of these injuries 
and your career might be over. It’s 
a really cutthroat industry and one 
minute you could be pick No.1 and 
the next minute you could be delist-
ed. You’ve just got to work hard and 

earn respect, and that’s the biggest 
thing that I found.  At the start of 
my career, I thought I’d rather be 
liked, but it’s more about working 
hard and earning respect from your 
teammates.

MD: You went to the US recently 
to take part in a rehabilitation pro-
gram, what kind of different stuff 
were you doing over there?

CP: I was actually surprised, it was 
quite similar stuff, but Billy Knowles, 
the ACL specialist, made things a lot 
more specific with the drills we were 
doing. It was a lot of hard work, it 
was two two-hour sessions a day for 
five days, it would be all legs, a lot of 
gym, and a lot of focusing on landing, 
jumping and controlling. Obviously 
he knows a lot of statistics and he 
was telling me a lot of ACLs are done 
when you are decelerating, so not 
when you’re speeding up, but when 
you are slowing down. That’s how I 
did my knee, so we were focusing a 
lot on how to plant your feet or when 
you’re jumping and you get hit in the 
air, learning how to land properly. It 
was really good, it gave me a really 
good insight and I’ve come back from 
Philadelphia really confident in my 
knee. Mentally it was really weird: 
he sort of connected the wires from 
my mind to my leg, he made me think 

while I’m up in the air, this is how I’m 
going to land. I didn’t really know 
how to do that kind of thing, but now 
that I’ve gone there it really gave me 
a good insight on how to do it.

MD: So do you feel like your knee 
is back to 100%?

CP: I don’t think it will ever be back 
to 100%, I still have deficiencies in 
some areas, but I’ve spoken to a lot of 
boys and they’ve said similar things - 
not every ACL is the same. But at the 
moment it feels really good and I’m 
doing everything I can, and when we 
get to Day 1 of pre-season, I’m sure 
I’ll be able to do a lot, probably not 
the contact work, but I’ll probably 
build into it.

MD: Explosiveness was one of the 
words used to describe you coming 
into the draft. Do you feel you will 
have to modify your game in any 
way to still have the same impact?

CP: Not at all, I’ve always been quite 
an explosive player. The most frus-
trating thing about the injury was 
that I did it while I was moving. With 
my strength being agility, playing a 
lot of basketball, it really frustrated 
me because I’ve probably done that 
action so many times on the field, 
but I don’t think it will change my 
game in any way. I’ll still be the same 
player.

MD: Melbourne showed some 
really positive signs. Didn’t win 
too many games, but there were 
some really good signs from young 
blokes like Hogan and Brayshaw. 
With you coming back, how strong 
is the foundation for the footy club 
over the next few years?

CD: We’ve shown this year - well 
it’s been a bit inconsistent with the 
wins on the board - but we definitely 
have improved and we’ve got a really 
good base of young guys who have 
really helped us. 

It’s really good going to a club 
every day knowing there are young 
guys around your age who are really 
there for one reason - to win premier-
ships. It’s a really good feeling to 
know we definitely have the group 
to do that in the future.

MD: So, what’s your personal goal 
for the season ahead? What do you 
want to accomplish?

CP: I have some goals that I like to 
set, but for now it’s really just get-
ting through pre-season unscathed. 
If I play Round 1, I do, if I don’t it’s 
really just focusing on playing some 
games this year. Pre-season this year 
is shorter, the NAB Cup starts in 
early Feb, but for me I think if I can 
get through Christmas I’ll be on the 
home straight.

Our young Demon’s road to recovery

By MICHAEL DI PETTA
STILL going strong after 20 years of 
playing together, the Warrandyte 
Phantoms basketball team has won 
bronze at the Australian Masters 
Games.

Competing in the over 40s division, 
the competition was held in early 
October in Adelaide with the War-
randyte women winning four out of 
six games to grab third place overall.

Competing in the Masters is the 
main event for the women’s team, 
who play with a team varying in 
age including Kellie Appleby, Jenny 
Trewella and Sharon Bensch.

“We had 11 go away, nine players 
this year with two coaches. We 
played six games in six days, our 
team age ranges from 41 to 55 and 
the comp we played in was the 40-45 
division,” Kellie told the Diary.

Jenny says: “The comp is tough, 
you have some really strong teams 
because most of the girls are 40 and 
they play more then once a week, 

but we just give a fair good crack.” 
The tournament alternates be-

tween Adelaide and Queensland 
each year, and the women have been 
stalwarts of the competition. But for 
the Phantoms, the game of basket-
ball and the Masters tournament is 
more about catching up and keeping 
connected.

“We play basketball every Thurs-
day morning at Ringwood in the 
ladies competition, games are at 
9.30am and we do coffee afterwards, 
double shot. 

“We usually finish pretty high in 
that competition. At the Masters, it’s 
about everybody putting in and look-
ing out for each other when someone 
else can’t, it’s people stepping up,” 
Kellie says.

“I look forward to the Masters ev-
ery year, it’s an excuse for us to get 
together, the friendship bond that 
we have through basketball is really, 
really strong,” Jenny adds.

The team is also known for its 

antics while on tour and is always 
sure to have a good time while away.

“Every year we ‘acquire’ a new 
souvenir, which is usually the big 
Masters flag. For some reason they 
didn’t have it this year,” Kellie says 
(we wonder why).

The ultimate goal for the side is to 
compete in the World Masters tour-
nament, held in New Zealand in 2017, 
which would be a fitting achievement 
for the side.

“The masters in New Zealand 2017 
we’ve been talking about doing for 
years. Maybe we will finish up after 
that,” Kellie says.

“I’ve played 20 years for the Mas-
ters and 1997 when we went to 
Canberra was the first masters that 
we did. We’d been playing together 
since I was about 16. 

“Our kids staying connected and 
Warrandyte basketball has helped 
us all stay connected too, and maybe 
they can be some of the next players 
for the Phantoms,” Sharon says.

To 
hell 
and 
back

FAST FACT:  
Who do the experts 

say Christian is 
similar to? Get 

excited, Demons 
fans. Think 

Port Adelaide’s 
Ollie Wines or 

Richmond’s Dustin 
Martin and you’re  
on the right track. 

Phantoms stay ballin’ and bag a bronze
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