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The definition of “game fishing”: Going fishing with  
your mates on your wife’s birthday.

GOLDFIELDS
PLAZA

SUPERSOIL
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Hello sunshine
Daylight savings has arrived and a sniff of summer 
poked its head in, too, last week with soaring 
temperatures in Warrandyte. This beautiful horse, 
still wearing her winter coat, was wholeheartedly 
embracing the sunshine with a roll and a back scratch 

in the grass last week, officially heralding the end of a 
cold and rainy winter. She was pictured on the corner 
of Reynolds and Tindals road by BILL HUDSON-
MCAULEY. The hot weather is also a timely reminder 
for everyone to have their fire plans in place. 
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T was all go at the 
Trotts.

On Sunday, the family 
had installed Cinnamon 
in her new flat in West-

garth.
“Makes you yearn for a new 

adventure yourself, doesn’t 
it,” said Narelle. “Like that 
round Australia trip we’ve 
always planned.”

“One day,” said Neville.
On Tuesday, they waved 

goodbye to Jasper as he flew 
off on a student exchange 
program to Toronto. 

“Lucky boy,” said Narelle. “A 
whole new world just waiting 
for him.”

“Must check my long service 
leave,” said Neville.

And on Friday, out of the 
blue, Gran got a letter. “It’s 
from Elspeth!” 

Elspeth was Gran’s sister 
who lived just out of Wang-
aratta. She was the spitting 
image of Gran without her 
social graces.

“She’s getting lonely in her 
old age. Wants me to come 
and live in the granny flat at 
the back of her place.”

Narelle’s eyelids lowered, 
a blissful image blossoming 
behind them. She and Neville 
on the beach at Eden, the sky 
turning sunset pink as fisher-
men tied up at the pier and 
unloaded their catch. “What a 
lovely idea,” she sighed.

“It’s a terrible idea,” snapped 
Gran. “How could anyone in 
their right mind live with a 
cantankerous old grouch like 
that?”

“I can’t imagine,” said Na-
relle as the sun plunged into 
the depths, like a stone.

But sometimes preposter-
ous ideas prove irresistible. 
Like the Earth revolving 
around the Sun, the universe 
expanding, buses stopping 
in the middle of Yarra Street. 
And three days later Neville 
stood on the platform at Spen-
cer Street waving his mother 
off into the distance. By the 
time he got home, Narelle was 
already packing.

“Empty nesters at last!” said 
Neville.

“Australia here we come,” 
said Narelle.

But Australia is a big place, 
with big attractions – pineap-
ples, bananas, prawns – and 
there was much to prepare. 
When Narelle brought out the 
Scrabble and Trivial Pursuit, 

Neville was busy painting on 
the van.

“What’s that?”
“It’s a map.”
“Where of?”
“Um… Australia?” 
“I would have got it.”
“I’m going to fill it in as we 

go along.”
“Shouldn’t Alice Springs be 

somewhere in the middle?”
And there were decisions 

to be made. Like which direc-
tion to go in. Narelle wanted 
to travel clockwise to give 
the passenger uninterrupted 
coastal vistas. Neville wanted 
to go anti-clockwise because 
it would be shorter and save 
petrol.

“How much shorter?” asked 
Narelle.

“Probably 30 or 40 metres.”
“OK,” said Narelle. You have 

to be practical. 
Till finally, on a sunny Octo-

ber morning, Neville and Na-
relle pulled out of 48 Dingley 
Dell Road to the hoots and 
cheers of their neighbours. 
There was no turning back. 

Though as it turned out, 
they did turn back, three 
times. 

The first time was at the 
roundabout just over the 
bridge, so Neville could grab 
the triple premiership edition 

of the Diary.  He was deter-
mined to get their picture in 
The Diary Goes Global – may-
be in front of the Big Merino.

The second time was for 
Narelle’s diamanté necklace; 
if they were going to be in the 
Diary she needed something 
classy to wear.

But by midday they were 
approaching the border at 
Wodonga. Neville was belting 
out Follow That Dream, his 
pelvis thrusting as far as the 
seatbelt would allow. Narelle 
was gazing out the window 
towards the glorious country-
side she imagined lay beyond 
the transports that hemmed 
them in on either side.

“I can’t remember the last 
time I felt so free. No respon-
sibilities, no-one wanting us, 
no phones ringing.” Then the 
phone rang. Neville answered 
it on hands free. 

“Hello?...But Mum, you just 
got there!...Well no wonder 
Elspeth’s upset…I’m sure 
it wasn’t your fault…she’ll 
probably laugh about it in the 
morning…”

The third time they turned 
back was to Elspeth’s place 
just outside Wangaratta. Gran 
stood by the milkcan letter-
box, her case leaning against 
the old wagon wheel, a wisp of 
smoke wafting gently skyward 
from where the granny flat 
used to stand. 

“I always meant to travel 
round Australia,” said Gran 
as they pulled back onto the 
highway. “Funny how things 
work out for the best.”

“Hysterical,” said Narelle 
from the back seat. What 
choice did she have faced 
with Gran’s threatened car-
sickness?

“I know it’s a bit of a change 
of plans,” said her mother-in-
law, “but I promise I won’t be 
any trouble.”

And the LandCruiser, van 
in tow, retreated into the 
distance until it was almost 
out of sight.

Then slowed almost to a 
halt and did a wide U-turn, so 
Gran could see the sea better 
on the way round.

GONE, NOT 
FORGOTTEN 
That was the last episode 
of Living With the Trotts. 
A complete collection of 
stories from 2007 to 2015 
will be launched in book 
form on November 11 at 
the Warrandyte Library at 
6pm with the community in-
vited. Alan Cornell will be 
back on Page 2 next month 
with a new series of stories 
for young and youthful      
Diary readers.

In the heart of the village.
Workout in our fully equipped training studio 

with your own health coach at the same time as 
other members. Set Goals and achieve them! 
Motivation, dietary advice, friendship & fun! 

The couch is nice.  
The gym is better.  

How do you want to feel this summer? 
 

Get in touch for 3 FREE sessions
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NEXT ISSUE
Next issue of the Diary will be published on Monday, November 9, 2015. Advertising 
and editorial copy closes Friday, October 30, 2015.

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 27km from 
Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, 
in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon 
established its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. 
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young 
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb 
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte 
has been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

OCTOBER 
Lazybones

Dresses

living with
The Trotts

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

Diary triumphs againParting is such sweet sorrow
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Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd
Certified Practising Accountants

PO Box 143, Warrandyte, 3113  
T: 9844 2409 or 0412 011 946 
E: info@ptasaccountants.com.au

“We are the accountants who care”

Will you have enough super to fund a 
comfortable retirement. Speak to us about 
how you can reduce your tax and increase 

your retirement fund.

We welcome business  
and personal tax enquiries.

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery 

stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service 
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service

fully insured – experienced climber

BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years 

•  Natural looking dentures •  Laminated mouthguards
•  Relines and repairs  •  On the spot health claims

to receive your free consultation

Call 9844 4321
www.keepsmiling.com.au
11 Lorraine Avenue, Warrandyte

Jacqueline Bell
Dental Prosthetist

By RUTH BIRCH
WITH an exceptionally warm start to 
Spring breaking all sorts of records, 
it makes sense  our local “Snake-
buster” Raymond Hoser has been 
in demand. 

On the day we caught up for a chat 
he had been out to collect and move 
nine different snakes from seven 
different homes around Melbourne, 
including Donvale, Wonga Park, 
Warrandyte and incredibly even in 
densely developed Coburg. At two 
separate jobs he came across fights 
between two male Brown snakes, 
with all of them being captured and 
moved on.

In Warrandyte and surrounding 
suburbs, people can expect to see   
Tiger Snakes, Lowlands Copper-
heads and Eastern Browns, which 

are all incredibly dangerous. 
While snakes will usually go away 

if left alone, anyone with dogs or 
children on the property are advised 
to call a snake catcher immediately. 
Although they charge a minimal fee, 
they will be there much faster than 
the council or DSE and he advises 
keeping an eye on them from a dis-
tance so they can easily be caught 
on arrival. 

Generally, snakes don’t particularly 
need food to survive on a property 
and will seek out places to make 
their home based on shelter rather 
than the availability of food and 
water. 

Things to avoid leaving around 
the home that create the perfect 
shelter for snakes include pieces of 
wood, metal, rocks and anywhere a 
snake can hide, no matter how small 

the area. 
He also recommends making holes 

along the bottom of fence lines if 
you have dogs, so the snake has an 
escape route instead of being forced 
to defend themselves. 

Many will choose the option of es-
cape if available, rather than attack-
ing the dog. According to Raymond, 
if a dog is bitten, owners can expect a 
bill of several thousand dollars with 
no guarantee of survival. 

In Warrandyte, walking along the 
river especially, residents are urged 
to take care as the water source and 
plenty of northern sun maintains 
a healthy ecosystem for them to 
breed, sometimes in clutches of up 
to 26 at once, not uncommon for 
the tiger snake. Browns and Cop-
perheads will still average around 
8 to 12 eggs a clutch, which is why 

it is important for the snakes to be 
removed in the first instance they 
are seen as they could bring harm 
to children or pets. 

If someone or a pet is bitten, it 
is important to be able to easily 
identify the snake so that the right 
anti-venom can be administered. 

Evident by its name, the Brown 
Snake is brown, averages about 1.5 
metres and has a small head that is 
barely distinguishable from its head 
alone. Hatchlings may present with 
dark markings around the body and 
head. 

The Lowlands Copperhead is less 
common and tends to grow to about 
the same size, range in blackish 
to grey brown, sometimes with an 
orange or brown flush, which often 
results in them being mistaken for 
a Red Belly. 

The Tiger, the most aggressive of 
the three, can be identified by its 
bands ranging in colour from black-
ish brown, to olive, yellow and black. 

Always remember to carry your 
phone with you when out and about 
in the warmer months, not only so 
you can call an ambulance immedi-
ately if bitten, but to snap an identi-
fying photo of the snake if possible. 

While snakes will very rarely 
strike unless they are disturbed, 
their incredible camouflage skills 
continue to result in inevitable ac-
cidents. If you or someone close by 
is unfortunate enough to be bitten, 
don’t panic, ensure they stay still 
and apply a pressure bandage above 
the bite before getting them straight 
to hospital. 

Call 9812 3322 or visit  
www.snakebusters.com.au 

Beware: snakes on the slither everywhere

Diary triumphs again

IT was the cook-up of all cook-
ups when the people of Warran-
dyte united in our collective kitch-
ens last year to reveal some of the 
best recipes on the planet in The 
Great Warrandyte Cook-Up.

Now the official book, Winning 
Recipes From The Great Warran-
dyte Cook-Up is set for release at 
the end of this month and avail-
able at various collection points 
throughout Warrandyte including 
Quinton’s IGA, the Diary office, 
Warrandyte Neighbourhood 
House and     other supporters of 
the event.

It started out, as many great 
things do, as a half-baked idea. 
The idea was to connect the great 
chefs of Warrandyte with those 
who enjoy great cooking; and to 

spread the word about Warran-
dyte’s many wonderful places and 
providers of good food. 

It ended up as a fantastic 
cooking competition, bringing 
hundreds of people together to 
enjoy the pleasure of fine food, 
excellent service and exemplary 
community involvement. 

Warrandyte Diary organised 
the Cook-Up competition, the 
recipes were submitted by the 
Warrandyte community and the 
whole event was supported and 
sponsored by local and regional 
businesses. This cookbook brings 
together all the winning recipes, 
together with many handy tips 
from the entrants, judges, spon-
sors and supporters. 

It’s a treasury of good taste 

and wise advice ... except for the 
questionable observations of our 
unauthorised patron, Chef Basil 
Fettucine. Basil was invented, 
mainly to discourage people from 
taking the event too seriously. 

The book also serves to remind 
Warrandyte that its communi-
ty newspaper provides 
a vital link between 
all of its parts. It tells 
us who we are, what’s 
going on, and what’s 
coming next. Profits from 
the sale of this book will 
be donated to the War-
randyte Neighbourhood 
House, to support their 
excellent work. 

Get cooking. 
SCOTT PODMORE

Great Warrandyte Cook-up 
cook book on the way

 By LAURA DOGUET
WARRANDYTE Diar y  has been 
named Newspaper of the Year for 
the second year in a row at the 
Community Newspaper Association 
Victoria (CNAV) annual conference 
and awards night on the weekend.

Diary editor Scott Podmore and 
one of our 45-year-old newspaper’s 
founding fathers Jock Macneish 
were there to enjoy the spoils at 
the Foothills Conference Centre 
in Mooroolbark after earlier con-
ducting “community engagement” 
workshops for other community 
newspaper representatives from 
throughout the state.

“It’s a fantastic achievement for our 
Warrandyte community in particu-
lar,” Diary editor Scott said. 

“A community newspaper is only as 
strong as its community’s spirit and 
their willingness to come together to 
ensure the voice is strong in its local 
newspaper. 

“We have so many great people 
who contribute whether they be 

volunteers, cadets, creatives, expe-
rienced writers and photographers 
or even those who put their hand up 
to deliver bundles of the paper to a 
pick-up point.”

“The Diary and the Warrandyte 
community are a force to be reck-
oned with. We know how lucky we 
are but it’s nice to be recognised 
like this. It’s a pat on the back for 
our people.”

From the nine CNAV awards the 
Diary featured in six, winning three 
and being a finalist (top 3) in three 
others, the same result as last year. 
“To win Best Sports Coverage is a 
real feather in the cap of our new 
sports editor Mikey Di Petta,” Scott 
said. “He’s a terrific kid doing a 
sports journalism course at univer-
sity and he’s taken the reins of sport 
with confidence and enthusiasm. 

“As for the Best Layout & Design 
award - well that’s one we tuck away 
in our hearts, because that ackow-
ledges the fantastic work of our dear 
little Rachel Schroeder who passed 
away earlier this year and also the 

equally as brilliant work of our new 
designer Hayley Saretta.”

The three finalists categories we 
featured in included: Best News 
Feature Story (Lara McKinley’s ex-
cellent coverage of eating local), Best 
Photograph (Bill Hudson-McAuley’s 
amazing ANZAC Day photograph of 
Ruben Harris-Allen), and Best Article 
By A Person 18 Years Or Younger 
(work experience local Sydney 
Lang’s first ever published story 
about 10 top things to do for winter 
was an absolute ripper!).

To add credibility to the Diary’s 
achievements, nine separate expe-
rienced newspaper industry judges 
were given the task of judging each 
of the nine CNAV awards. Their com-
ments were:

Best Design and Layout - winner
Many large publishing companies 

would be proud of the standard 
achieved by the Warrandyte Diary. 
The design and layout hallmarks are 
maintained throughout this bright 
tabloid newspaper with professional 
placement of advertising, consistent 

headline fonts and appealing photos.  
“For the community, by the commu-
nity” is an appropriate slogan for this 
stand-out publication. Creative flair 
in design is reflected in every page.

Best News Feature Story - finalist
Eating Local - Is it possible? An ap-

pealing, inspiring package of words 
and pictures giving first-hand experi-
ences of eating only local food - info 
that residents can readily use to ‘eat 
local’ themselves.

Best Photograph - finalist
Ruben Harris-Allen. A very engag-

ing image. Direct communication 
with the photographer at time of 
capture, translates to direct and 
strong communication with the view-
er.  The subject is isolated from the 
background by both shallow depth 
of field and the beautiful warm side/
top lighting.  Excellent technique in a 
challenging low light situation.

Best Sports Reporting - winner
The Warrandyte Diary was the 

standout to me. While it appears it 
may have a bigger budget then some 
other entrants I was impressed by 

its overall modern layout, fantastic 
eye-catching photos (particularly 
the emotion-charged shot of the 
dejected footballers which I thought 
was a really different angle from your 
usual action pic) and interesting and 
varied content about a wide range of 
local sport and achievers.

Best Article By a Person 18 Years 
Or Younger - finalist

Top 10 things to do for the rest of 
winter by Sydney Lang. A clear, con-
cise and colourful article to entice 
people to use their local neighbor-
hood house, serving an important 
social function.

Best Newspaper - winner
Many big mainstream newspaper 

editors would be proud to say they 
produced a publication as profes-
sional as the Warrandyte Diary. Its 
layout can’t be faulted, the photos 
jump off the page, and there’s a great 
mix of news, sport and longer feature 
articles. It’s those articles that are a 
standout, so compelling that they 
sent me scrambling to the online 
editions to look for more.  
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Your Warrandyte IT specialist
BACKUP  WIRELESS SET-UP  NETWORKS  CLOUD INTEGRATOR  SMALL BUSINESS  MAC & WINDOWS

Bora Seker
info@bnsolutions.net.au 

0438 072 895

RESIDENTS were shocked to learn 
of a dead kangaroo being found 
at a popular walking track in the 
Warrandyte State Park (in Lower 
Homestead Rd) with an arrow 
lodged in its elbow on September 
30. 

The female kangaroo was shot 
through the heart and police 
believe she was carrying a small 
joey, which hasn’t been seen since 

the incident. Warrandyte police 
received reports of a dead kanga-
roo in the Warrandyte State Park 
about 3pm.

“The kangaroo had an arrow in 
its left elbow and had appeared 
to be shot through the chest by an 
unknown object,” a police spokes-
person said. 

“Park users are asked to contact 
police immediately by calling tri-

ple-zero if they see anyone carry-
ing weapons in the parks.”

Anyone with more information 
about this terrible incident is 
urged to contact Senior constable 
Richard Mountain at Warrandyte 
Police on 9844 3231 or Crime 
Stoppers on 1300 333 000. Oth-
erwise, residents are asked to 
lodge a confidential report to          
www.crimestoppersvic.com.au

By DAVID HOGG
THE latest money-grabbing scam has 
hit residents in Warrandyte in the 
form of a hoax phone call to landlines 
or mobile phones.
On answering the phone, the listener 
receives a recording in a female voice 
with an American accent advising it 

is a call from the Australian Taxation 
Office suggesting you have failed 
to pay an outstanding debt. You 
are warned unless contact is made 
immediately, arrest warrants will 
be issued.
To prevent that from happening the 
caller is told to phone a Melbourne 

or Sydney number to arrange imme-
diate payment.
Needless to say, it’s a hoax message.  
The Diary contacted the ATO who 
advise it has been flooded with 
calls and has nothing to do with the 
message. 
It has been reported to the Austra-

lian Federal Police, but the AFP are 
powerless to stop the calls as they 
originate from overseas and the 
phone numbers given (Voice-over-IP 
lines) are changed frequently.
If you receive such a call, the best 
advice the Diary  can offer is to sim-
ply hang up.

ATO scam rattles residents – just hang up!

Heartless attack on kangaroo

By DAVID HOGG
IN a surprising about-face, Vic Roads 
have now reneged on a previous 
provisional approval for advisory 
traffic signs to be placed on Research 
Rd asking trucks not to use engine 
brakes in residential areas. 

In April a group of North Warran-
dyte residents approached Nillumbik 
council to ask for such signs to be 
placed, and were advised that it 
was a Vic Roads matter and that 
they could only act if a request was 
made by Vic Roads.  An approach to 
Vic Roads received tacit approval; 
however, before such signs could 
be erected they needed Nillumbik 
to do a traffic survey to ensure that 
the road had a sufficient minimum 
level of heavy traffic to warrant such 
signs, and they needed council’s 
commitment to pay for the signs.  
They referred the matter back to 

Nillumbik council.
In June/July, Nillumbik installed a 

temporary traffic-monitoring radar 
meter on the road which indicated 
that the minimum traffic requirement 
was met, obtained a commitment for 
the funding, and even suggested 
exact spots for the placement of the 
signs.  This was then referred back 
to Vic Roads for implementation and 
residents were advised that the signs 
would be erected in due course.

As nothing has happened to date, 
the Diary asked Nillumbik council 
and was advised that the request 
had been subsequently refused 
by Vic Roads.  In a letter from Vic 
Roads to Nillumbik council they 
advise “Vic Roads has reviewed this 
request and while Research-Warran-
dyte Road does meet the minimum 
intervention level to warrant the 
installation of truck brake signs, 

truck engine brakes are an integral 
part of a truck’s braking system.  
As a result Vic Roads considers it 
to be inappropriate to advise truck 
drivers not to use a component 
of their brakes given the winding 
nature and elevation changes along 
Research-Warrandyte Road.”

Nillumbik council advise it has 
sought clarification from Vic Roads 
as to why they were put to all this 
trouble given that the approval 
did not proceed but had not yet 
had a reply.  The Diary contacted 
Gerald Tamaray, traffic engineer 
at Vic Roads, and he advised that 
request had been refused as it was a 
health and safety matter, and he was 
unaware of the previous correspon-
dence from Vic Roads to Nillumbik 
council.  An internal investigation 
was underway and we would be 
advised further.

Vic Roads U-turn on traffic noise

Men’s shed for 
South Warrandyte
By LAWRENCE PHELAN
THE old South Warrandyte scout hall 
has had a lot of interest in recent 
months as Manningham City Council 
and the Lions Club Warrandyte have 
made proposals for the hall to be 
turned into a men’s shed.

The demand for another men’s 
shed in the Warrandyte and Mullum 
Mullum area is high, according to 
Cr Sophy Galbally, who says “it’s so 
popular it has a waiting list of three 
years”. Cr Galbally is a key player 
in having the old hall turned into 
a place where men from the local 
community can meet weekly and 
work on projects such as carpentry, 
metal work and engineering.

Men’s Shed Victoria Association’s 
Rick Blackburn says the shed also 
has health benefits for the local 
community.

“The sheds can also help the health 
outcomes of the community, too, 
we promote a lot of heath programs 
relating to conditions and diseases 
that affect men,” Mr Blackburn says.

The original proposal for the shed 
was to sell it or renovate as a scout 
hall, which would have cost over 
$100,000. The building is also heri-
tage listed, leaving council with no 
option of destroying the building.

“As soon as I heard from the clubs, 
I thought that’s just perfect because 
hopefully that means we don’t have 
to go through the huge expense 
of spending rate payers money on 
upgrading it,” Cr Galbally explained, 
who then arranged a check of the 
building to make sure it was usable 
as a shed. 

“We organised an onsite check and 
from what we could see it didn’t 
really need all that money spent on 
it, it’s really quite solid,” she says.

The men’s shed project started 15 
years ago in Victoria and is the fast-
est-growing service model in Austra-
lia, according to Mr Blackburn. 

In the past 15 years it’s grown from 
three sheds to now having 11,000 
sheds across Australia. It has also 
caught on overseas.

“It’s critical for people in the 
community to find a shed that’s 
assessable; residents will benefit 
extraordinarily,” Mr Blackburn told 
the Diary.  

Cr Galbally arranged a meeting 
with all the interested parties includ-
ing the surrounding Lions clubs at 
the council chambers on August 4. 
Plans to fix up the shed for the use of 
the project are still underway.

AFL holiday hurts business

Nth Warrandyte 
CFA generator 
does its job
WARRANDYTE Community Bank 
is always thrilled to share a good 
news story especially those that 
directly improve the amenity and 
conditions for people living in our 
local community.

During the recent severe weath-
er conditions and power outage 
the North Warrandyte CFA were 
able to fire up their Warrandyte 
Community Bank-funded genera-
tor to open the building's doors. 
The generator paid for with a 
$25,000 grant enabled brigade 
vehicles to exit the station quickly 
and the building to be at full oper-
ational capacity.
            DEANNE DICKSON
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LAURA DOGUET
WHILE the grand final public holiday 
was a treat for families and workers 
across the state, many local busi-
ness owners were frustrated by its 
approval due to the resulting strain 
on day-to-day operation. 

Member for Warrandyte Ryan 
Smith reached out to several busi-
nesses in Warrandyte and surrounds 
on Grand Final eve giving them the 
opportunity to make their financial 
struggle known to parliament.  

“The feedback I’ve had locally 
is there’s been no support for the 
holiday as far as I can see. It was 
done without consultation to the 
businesses from government and 
one of the major issues for people is 
the added cost and the lack of need,” 
Mr Smith said. 

In line with other public holidays, 
law required employers to increase 
staff wages on the grand final holiday 
up to double time and a half. Not to 
mention, full-time staff were also 
entitled to a full paid day off.  

“In the current economic climate, 
it is difficult enough for small busi-
nesses to survive, without forcing 
them to pay penalty rates for an 
unnecessary and pointless public 
holiday,” said Heidi Sigmund of Ruby 
Tuesday Jewellery. 

Several businesses could not afford 

to stay open on this day due to the 
excessive staff wages. Glen Ward of 
All Inclusive Nurseries in Wonga Park 
expressed his frustration about the 
“unneeded holiday” and how their 
closure set back their business.

“We still have to pay our staff for 
the holiday and be twice as busy 
the following Monday to catch up 
on the lost delivery time that would 
have been on the Friday.  We also 
lose the sales that would have come 
through the gate for the day from our 
customers who like to pick up their 
own stock,” he said.

“Spring is the busiest time in our 
industry, and every day from now 
until Christmas is needed.”

Other businesses remained com-
mitted to staying open but were 
unable to determine ahead of time 
if their decision would be profitable. 
Jennie Lane – owner of Homing 
Instincts stores in Warrandyte and 
Hawthorn – decided to face this risk. 

“The extra wages will be a direct 
cost to the business and at this stage 
we have no idea how the declared 
holiday will impact on our turnover 
for the day,” she said in the days 

leading up to the holiday.
While understanding AFL is a large 

part of Victorian culture, many of 
the business owners in contact with 
Mr Smith could not see the purpose 
of having a public holiday the day 
before the event.

“I am extremely disappointed in the 
State Government approving a holi-
day for pre-grand final and feel that 
is simply pandering to the whim of 
the powerful AFL,” Jennie said. “The 
Grand Final is not even on the Friday, 
I just don’t understand having this 
holiday pulled out of the hat with 
very little open discussion.”

Heidi shared that viewpoint: “Sure-
ly football is a sport to be enjoyed on 
the weekend if one chooses to partic-
ipate and we see no reason for it to 
bring the whole state to a standstill 
during the working week, when the 
event itself isn’t even played until the 
following day.”

In contrast, Victorian Premier Dan-
iel Andrews claimed “this will be a 
great day for families, a great day for 
footy and a great day for tourism.”

While true to some extent, it inev-
itably lent to the suffering of most 
small business owners. Glen said for 
one day of closure during their peak 
season, it took three days to cover 
the unforeseen expenses created. 

“If the government wants to keep 

adding more public holidays it 
should look at sending some form 
of compensation to companies with 
less than 10 staff members or an 
annual turnover below a certain 
amount they could set to assist 
people negatively affected by their 
decision,” Glen suggested.

Mr Smith raised these concerns 
with Mr Andrews during Question 
Time, but he avoided answering his 
questions directly.

“I am unaware why the member 
[Ryan Smith] thinks that this gov-
ernment would on his urging, of all 
people, break its commitment to 
the people of this state. We will not 
be breaking our commitment,” Mr 
Andrews said during their exchange.

Mr Smith believes Mr Andrews un-
derstands the holiday was damaging 
to small businesses, but is too proud 
to back down from his decision. 

“The fact of the matter is that he’s 
made the selection commitment 
without really understanding the 
issues that are attached to it, and 
now he’s getting a slew of people 
who are against it, particularly small 
businesses,” Mr Smith told the Diary. 
“He’s reluctant to say I know I made 
a mistake, but he’s also refusing to 
actually acknowledge that people are 
experiencing some difficulties that 
are going to hurt them financially.”

By DAVID HOGG
FOLLOWING the article in last 
month’s Diary on proposals for 
Fixed Wireless as an NBN solution 
we have had much feedback and 
news to report.

Ericsson Australia has advised the 
current Fixed Wireless design and 
planning underway is for the low 
density housing areas to the east of 
Warrandyte and decisions have not 
yet been made on the NBN delivery 
methodology for the higher density 

areas of Warrandyte and North 
Warrandyte. They re-iterate their 
policy is to co-locate fixed wireless 
antennas onto existing towers or 
structures wherever this is possible 
and practical.  

They go on to state “Once NBN’s 
initial investigations are well under-
way and we understand the options 
available for the siting of the fixed 
wireless facilities, an extensive con-
sultation process with communities 
and various community groups and 

stakeholders will be undertaken. 
This will be undertaken before 
any planning permit application is 
lodged with council and typically 
include: NBN hosting Community In-
formation Sessions, the placement of 
newspaper notices and mail outs. It 
is likely  the broader community con-
sultation process will commence in 
early 2016, however in the meantime 
we are actively seeking out groups 
including community/ratepayer/
progress associations to commence 

a process of engagement.”
Additionally we have now heard 

from Michael Moore, manager State 
Corporate Affairs at NBN Co, who 
confirms Ericsson’s advice that Fixed 
Wireless is only one of a number of 
different methodologies available 
and is being considered only for 
the less populated areas. Planning 
for Warrandyte is well under way, 
and the detail of delivery methods 
should be available by the end of 
October. We have explained to NBN 

Co that we are very keen to put 
together a map of the Warrandyte 
area (including south and north) 
showing approximately which areas 
are proposed to be covered by Fixed 
Wireless and which by Fibre-to-the 
Node (or other methodologies) to-
gether with approximate dates for 
implementation.  We hope to bring 
you this map in the next month or 
two. Later we would hope to add the 
locations for placement of the nodes 
and towers.

welcome home
 gardinermcinnes.com | office@gardinermcinnes.com | 03) 9844 0052

tender closes 5pm tuesday 13 october, unless sold prior
153 nangathan way, croydon north
more than $700k 4 1 2 2 2

auction 11am saturday 17 october, unless sold prior
244 research-warrandyte road, warrandyte north
more than $590k

tender closes 5pm tuesday 27 october, unless sold prior
3 marbert court, warrandyte north
more than $750k

vacant land 1,002 sqm (approx), includes plans and permits
40 blooms road, warrandyte north
vendors selling range $360k - $400k

private sale
52 doleen road, warrandyte north
vendors selling range $550k - $610k

auction 11am saturday 24 october
11 yarra street, warrandyte
more than $750k

2 1 1 1 4 1 2 2 2

3 2 2 4 2 3 2

NBN plan for Warrandyte is coming soon

AFL holiday hurts business

Ryan Smith Daniel Andrews

DO YOU BELIEVE WE SHOULD HAVE A 
PRE GRAND FINAL PUBLIC HOLIDAY?
Have your say at www.warrandytediary.com.au 
(Scroll down the right hand side of our homepage)

ONLINE 
POLL

Nth Warrandyte 
CFA generator 
does its job
WARRANDYTE Community Bank 
is always thrilled to share a good 
news story especially those that 
directly improve the amenity and 
conditions for people living in our 
local community.

During the recent severe weath-
er conditions and power outage 
the North Warrandyte CFA were 
able to fire up their Warrandyte 
Community Bank-funded genera-
tor to open the building's doors. 
The generator paid for with a 
$25,000 grant enabled brigade 
vehicles to exit the station quickly 
and the building to be at full oper-
ational capacity.
            DEANNE DICKSON
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98445081         info@cocoamoon.com.au
166 Yarra Street, Warrandyte

bendigobank.com.au/
scholarships

Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch

Going to Uni 
for the first 
time in 2016?

The Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch 2016 Scholarship is a management account of Community Enterprise 
Foundation Charitable Fund ABN 12 102 649 968 (the Fund), The Bendigo Centre, Bendigo VIC 3550. Sandhurst 
Trustees Limited ABN 16 004 030 737 AFSL 237906, a subsidiary of Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited 
ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879, is the trustee of the Fund. S52345-1 (274017_v1) (14/09/2015)

Applications are invited from eligible students in the local 
district attending university for the first time in 2016.

Drop into the branch at 144 Yarra Street, Warrandyte or phone 
9844 2233 for more information.

Scholarship
coming soon.

By MICHELLE LAMBERT
THE organisers of the inaugural Fire-
ball, a night of dancing and dining 
attended by over 250 local people 
to support the work of the CFA, have 
announced the event will be back 
next year.

The funds raised through last 
year’s Fireball, by way of ticket sales 
and auctions, combined with the 
brigade fundraising committee’s 
work, resulted in approval for a new 
fire truck to be purchased for the 
region. (Watch this space for more 
information about delivery date).

Fireball is an initiative of a group 
of local women who wanted to find 
a way of getting the community 
involved in one massive fundraising 
project and to create awareness 
that the responsibility of fundrais-
ing should not fall to the very same 
volunteers who risk their lives to 
protect us.

More opportunities will arise for 
your involvement over the next 12 
months.

“CFA volunteers dedicate many 
hours to training, community ed-
ucation, events and fundraising in 
addition to being on-call to fight 
fires and attend emergencies,” said 
Julie Quinton, initiator of the Fireball 
concept. 

“On average an individual volun-
teer will sacrifice up to 40 hours 
away from their families per month 
to protect our community”

Fundraising is imperative for the 
survival of the CFA and the Fireball 
team do not believe it should be 

the exclusive responsibility of CFA 
members.

“Without the support of our won-
derful community the CFA would 
not be able to operate this essential 
service in the same way, placing 
many lives at risk,” said Greg Ken-
nedy, captain of South Warrandyte 
CFA Brigade.

Fireball also now embraces the 
Wonga Park community who togeth-
er with greater Warrandyte are unit-
ed and ready as they continue to face 
a real threat of bushfire destruction.  

To assist our CFA to focus their 
time on fighting fires, the 2016 
Fireball will raise funds to pay for 
a much-needed slip-on vehicle (like 
the one pictured). The slip-on is an 
important resource in assessing 
emergencies and determining the 
best strategy to manage an incident.

This is currently a wish-list item for 
our locality.

“Fireball will give back many hours 
to our volunteers, so that the CFA can 
concentrate on what they do best - 
saving lives,” said Adrian Mullens, 

captain of the Warrandyte CFA.
Save the date now: Saturday Octo-

ber 15, 2016, Olivigna Estate, Warran-
dyte, from 7pm to midnight.

You can follow Fireball de-
velopments at: www.facebook.
com/Warrandyte.Fireball or visit                         
www.fireball.org.au

Businesses who wish to be a part 
this iconic event can seek a sponsor-
ship prospectus from Dinah Ward 
on either 0410 399 037 or email 
fireball.warrandyte@gmail.com 

Fireball returns in 2016

THE Park Orchards Rate Payers 
Association (PORA) is hosting a 
free interactive bushfire scenario 
event titled Be Ready Park Or-
chards on Thursday October 29.

The event is open to all res-
idents of Park Orchards and 
surrounding areas (Warrandyte, 
Wonga Park, Donvale, Doncaster 

East, Templestowe), and is ex-
tremely timely as we approach 
the summer season where fire 
risk escalates as demonstrated in 
recent weeks with extremely hot 
weather.  

This event has been made pos-
sible by the following local com-
munity groups coming together to 

form Fire Ready Park Orchards: 
PORA, Lions Club of Park Or-
chards, Park Orchards Primary 
School, Manningham City Council, 
CFA and Warrandyte Community 
Association. 

The Warrandyte Community 
Bank and PORA have proudly and 
generously sponsored the event. 

“It has been so exciting being 
involved in the entire process and 
we really hope to bring it to the 
communities attention through 
your newspaper to help ensure 
that the event is a huge success,” 
Nicole Volk told the Diary. 

For more info visit 
pora.org.au/fire-ready.html 

Be Ready Park Orchards bushfire scenario event

Bushfire mitigation 
works announced 

NILLUMBIK Shire Council’s bush-
fire mitigation works program is 
underway after being developed in 
consultation with the Municipal Fire 
Management Planning Committee 
and local CFA brigades to prepare the 
Shire for the next fire season.

A total of $770,000 has been allocat-
ed for the program, which has taken 
a strategic and risk-based approach 
to aligning the works with clear bush-
fire mitigation objectives.

The bushfire mitigation works pro-
gram involves fuel reduction works 
such as slashing and vegetation 
removal on council-owned roadsides 
and reserves. Box clearing to im-
prove road safety will also take place 
in addition to the ongoing annual 
maintenance schedule.

Works will also take place in the 
fire-affected areas to manage the 
quantity and density of the regrowth.

Council officers have worked in 
collaboration with CFA to conduct 
several planned burns. Nillumbik 
Shire mayor Cr Helen Coleman said: 
“This is an important piece of work 
as we enter into spring and summer.  
The current weather of rain and 
sunshine speeds up the growth of 
vegetation and this program assists 
with reducing the impact on the Shire 
throughout the summer months.

“It’s also important for residents to 
have a think about their own prop-
erties and start to get them ready 
for summer. The work undertaken 
by council will not eliminate the 
bushfire risk."

Council has two free green waste 
drop-off days on Sunday November 
29 and Sunday February 7 next year 
at the Nillumbik Recycling and Re-
covery Centre at 290 Yan Yean Rd.

“The CFA also advises that travel 
on roads during a fire is dangerous; 
visibility may be poor due to smoke 
and roads may be blocked due to 
falling trees, collisions or emergen-
cy vehicles. If you live in a bushfire 
prone area, prepare your property 
and have a plan,” said Cr Coleman. 

For more information visit www.
cfa.vic.gov.au 
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Is there anything 
worse than not 
knowing what’s 
wrong with you 
when serious 
symptoms kick 
in and affect 
your health and 
wellbeing? Yes – 
when you know 
what’s wrong 
with you but the 
Australian system 
can’t help you. 
SAMMI TAYLOR 
investigates 

UGENE Hansen has lived 
in Warrandyte his entire 
life. He’s a successful small 
business owner, a coach 
at the Warrandyte Junior 

Football Club and is a familiar face 
in our local community. He is a lov-
ing husband and a father to three 
children. 

But Eugene has lived with a painful 
secret – an incurable disease. His 
health is rapidly deteriorating; his 
quality of life is in decline, yet he’s 
not receiving the help he so desper-
ately needs.

Eugene suffers from Lyme disease, 
an infectious disease caused by 
bacteria and borne by ticks. Lyme 
disease is characterised by a steady 
break down of the immune system, 
causing those infected to become 
vulnerable to several co-infections. 
If left untreated, over time Lyme 
disease can cause a myriad of is-
sues—seizures, migraines, cognitive 
impairment, arthritis and insomnia 
are all common for those with Lyme 
disease. These symptoms are often 
extremely painful and can, in some 
cases, be fatal.

But this is more than just your daily 
pains and aches. 

“I’m in excruciating pain. I have 
seizures. I suffer excruciating mi-
graines, between 21 and 25 days per 
month of migraines,” Eugene tells 
the Diary. 

“I get pneumonia pretty regularly. 
I can’t battle illness. I avoid as many 
public places as I can—hospitals or 
any place where I could pick up any 
illness. I don’t have the capacity to 
fight off any infections.’

It took over 14 months, and 220 
medical appointments, before there 
was even a glimmer of diagnosis or 
the hope of answers. Treatment, a 
cure and an end to this excruciating 
pain seemed like a lifetime away. 

“I had CT scans, MRIs, blood 
tests…I had absolutely everything. 
The only logical conclusion they 
could come to was: ‘you’re nuts’. 
Neurologists throw their hands up 
in the air and tell you it’s all in your 
head. But, really? Simply, I am in pain 
and it needs to stop.”

Eugene’s blood was tested in 
Germany and America to diagnose 
the disease—and both tests came 
back positive. However, Eugene’s 
Australian tests showed no sign of 
infection.

The reason? As a technicality, the 
condition does not exist in Australia. 
Our doctors aren’t trained to diag-
nose it and our pathology testing 
doesn’t have the sensitivity to locate 
the infection in blood tests. 

There’s cruel irony in what comes 
next. In the northern hemisphere, 
Lyme disease is not only treatable 
but curable. If diagnosed within four 
weeks, a simple course of antibiotics 
eradicates the disease from your 

system: 28 pills and you’re cured. 
“It’s like if you stand on a rusty nail 

here in Australia, you go and get a 
tetanus shot. All I needed was those 
antibiotics for four weeks.  It’s exact-
ly the same as treating the common 
flu,” Eugene says. 

There are at least 1494 diagnosed 
cases of Lyme disease currently in 
Australia, according to the Lyme 
Disease Association of Australia.

Another Warrandyte man, Terry 
Ryan, 45, has also suffered Lyme-
like symptoms for over a year. 
The similarities between him and                   
Eugene are indisputable: they’re 
both tradesman, living and working 
on expansive properties in the War-
randyte area. They’re both family 
men, devoted to their community 
and battling a mysterious illness that 
has destroyed their immune system 
and quality of life. 

“I’ve been to dozens of hospitals, 
seen dozens of neurologists, cardi-
ologists, immunologists. They pretty 
much told me it was all in my head 
and I needed to see a shrink,” Terry 
told the Diary. 

But the physical pain and symp-
toms many Lyme patients suffer are 
clear signs the disease is far more 
than a mind game. 

“I’ll collapse and have seizures and 
sometimes I’m just really out of it. I 
have no control over my body. It’s 
like there’s this big fog cloud over 
my head. It’s like you’re in a mist and 
you just don’t know what’s going on.”

Terry and Eugene are just two 
among the potential cluster of Lyme 
disease patients in Warrandyte. The 
Diary is aware of and in contact with 
at least a further three members of 
our local community who are bat-
tling the condition. 

Australia’s medical boards, federal 
government and insurance agencies 
all deny Lyme disease exists in our 
country. For Lyme patients, these au-

thorities turning a blind eye to their 
suffering is just another punch in the 
guts. With no acknowledgement of 
the condition, there’s no accessible, 
or legal, treatment and no Medicare 
rebates.

Eugene says: “You basically end up 
paying for all of your treatment and 
there are locals here in Warrandyte 
who can’t afford that. They suffer 
through all the side effects, the sei-
zures and the chronic symptoms, 
because they simply can’t afford to 
pay for the treatment.

“I could go to Germany. It costs 
$77,000 for the treatment there. We’re 
now looking at selling our home for 
the treatment. We shouldn’t have to 
go through this.”

But Eugene is determined to not 

only overcome his own illness, but 
fight to improve the lives of other 
Lyme sufferers. 

“I want to just go and shut the gates 
of my property and get better. But 
I can’t do that unless I get the ac-
knowledgement that [Lyme disease] 
exists,” he says.

“I’m going to scream into any mi-
crophone until they say that the eas-
iest way to get this bloke to go away 
is to get off the fence, acknowledge 
it and fix the issue.”
The Lyme Disease Association of 
Australia is pioneering that fight. 
The dedicated group of volunteers 
provides support for Lyme pa-
tients—connecting them to medical 
services, peer support and updating 
them with new information. A recent 
awareness campaign, launched in 
May this year, saw 20,000 postcards 
with Lyme awareness messages sent 
to politicians across the country. 

“I believe the government needs to 
take action right now. They need to 
indicate  there is a Lyme-like illness 
here and it’s an emerging disease,” 
says Sharon Whiteman, president 
of the Lyme Disease Association of 
Australia. 

“Lyme patients need to be given the 
best standard of treatment. It is hard 
for anybody to understand that in a 

country like Australia patients, who 
are obviously very ill, would go to a 
doctor and be told that their symp-
toms and all kinds of abnormal tests 
are being ignored. It is unbelievable, 
but it is the truth.”

The next step for the Lyme Disease 
Association of Australia is to get our 
federal government to take notice. 

“The politicians are skirting around 
the issue. We’ve been bashing [Kevin 
Andrews’] door down to meet him 
but he hasn’t responded to me at 
all,” Eugene says.

“[There are] constituents here who 
are suffering, who are in horrendous 
pain. He says he’s a strong advocate 
for families—well what about my 
family, Kevin? Come and spend some 
time with me and my family when 
I’m having a seizure or a migraine at 
2 or 3 o’clock in the morning. Come 
with me and tell my children why 
I’m sick.”

The office of MP Kevin Andrews has 
sought advice from the Minister for 
Health, Hon. Susan Ley. They are in 
the process of investigating the issue 
of Lyme disease in our community.

“I understand and sympathise with 
the concerns of people and their fam-
ilies who are suffering from a chronic 
debilitating illness,” Mr Andrews told 
the Diary. “But it must be up to the 
patient and their treating doctor to 
decide on an appropriate diagnosis 
and treatment.”

There also is some consolation in 
the support from the Warrandyte 
community and those battling the 
illness are drawing strength from 
one another. 

“I keep in contact with all the oth-
ers,” Terry says. 

“Every now and again we catch up 
down the street or at footy or what-
ever, just to see if there’s anything 
new and what’s going on.”

Eugene says: “And Terry has been 
a tremendous support. He’s become 
a part of our support network. I want 
to try to arrest this thing. I don’t want 
to give in. I’m in a constant battle 
with pain because I want it to stop. I 
want to get better. 

“I’m prepared to do what I need 
to do. I’m going to show everybody 
here that I can beat it.”

If you have any information on 
Lyme disease, or think you may 
be experiencing symptoms, please 
contact your doctor. More infor-
mation on Lyme disease can be 
found at www.lymedisease.org.au

Living with Lyme disease

He says he’s a strong advocate 
for families—well what about my 
family, Kevin? Come and spend 

some time with me and my family when 
I’m having a seizure or a migraine at 2 or 3      
o’clock in the morning. Come with 
me and tell my children why I’m sick.
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To the editor,
In 2011 my property in MHR was 
flooded downstairs in March and 
December due to inadequate mainte-
nance of open drains, persistent rain 
over hours, and run off from upper 
MHR catchment area and other 
properties’ storm water. On both oc-
casions I claimed through Allianz and 
paid an excess $500 each time while 
dealing with weeks of inconvenience 
and displacement as downstairs was 
repaired twice.

On Christmas Day 2011 my drive-
way was also washed away by a river 
of water racing down from the top 
of MHR and my hot water service 
damaged and needed replacing, $900 
plus installation. 

The council inspected the area and 
offered 10 meters of ashphalt at a 
cost of $1000 and a free mound which 
I paid off over a year. In June 2014 I 
completed the driveway at a further 
cost of $5000 and paid a concreter 
for outside solid work to push excess 
water away from our home, build 
bluestone walls, and had gutters and 
roof cleaned. Another $1800 in costs. 
The council built dirt mounds front 
and back, cleaned grate/pipes we in-
stalled years ago at the front, cleaned 

open drains at the back, which has 
meant no flooding since 2011. 

I really feel I have sorted my flood-
ing situation at a personal expense of 
nearly $11,000 and yet will be asked 
to pay a further amount to prevent 
flooding on my property with current 
planned works. My new driveway will 
be sectionally dug up and I will incur 
more costs for connections. Has 
council considered what residents 
affected by previous flooding have 
already contributed? I doubt it!! Will 
any further works really prevent a 
100-year flood in the future? Again, 
I doubt it!!

Kerry Alexander
Melbourne Hill Rd resident

AWARD WINNING STYLIST AND COLOUR SPECIALIST
SPECIALISING IN ALL ASPECTS OF HAIR... 

INCLUDING MALE GROOMING
AFFORDABLE BEAUTIFUL HAIR

OPEN FROM WEDNESDAY UNTIL SATURDAY
BLOW WAVE BAR OPEN FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

BLOW WAVES FROM $25.00
SPECIALISING IN ALL ASPECTS OF FORMAL HAIR

Shop 11 Goldfields Plaza, Warrandyte

Residents fume over council drainage mess
Dear editor,
Frustration with council is running 
high amongst the 20 residents of 
properties in the Melbourne Hill 
Road “valley”, those most affected 
by the council proposed drainage 
scheme; council’s lack of respect for 
these residents and the dismissal of 
rational suggestions proffered by the 
MHRC Rep Panel.

Council is resolute that not only 
their initial scheme but all schemes 
that have been flood mapped by the 
BMT WBM Consultant will require a 
massive stormwater pipe construct-
ed through these 20 properties: 
pipes ranging in size from 600mm-
1200mm in diameter. The largest 
pipes at present are 600mm and 
adequately and effectively cope with 
stormwater from these properties. It 

is the quantity of overland stormwa-
ter run-off from within council land 
that is a major contributor to the 
flooding experienced in the valley.

Construction of a new system with 
600mm-1200mm pipes will require 
excavation through these 20 prop-
erties, many of which have been es-
tablished for 30 to 40 years or more. 
Council has identified the number 
of trees impacted will be between 
86 and 143. This is unacceptable to 
the residents given the impact it will 
have on the value of their properties 
and the time it will take to recover 
from such destruction. Driveways 
and gardens will all be impacted.

The consultant was commissioned 
by council, at the request of the 
MHRC Rep Panel on behalf of the 
residents in the catchment. The aim 

was to find an alternative environ-
mentally sustainable option – this 
has not been achieved.

Following the December 2011 
flooding many residents in the valley, 
or previous property owners of the 
five properties sold after that date, 
have taken precautions to avoid any 
future flooding of their property, 
particularly if above floor flooding 
had occurred which is council’s 
major concern.

A number of residents have re-
quested the BMT WBM consultant 
visit and inspect each of the 20 
properties, to witness and hear first-
hand from them details of the work 
that has been carried out. Council 
has rejected this request saying 
it is already over budget. Instead, 
council has suggested that details 

be submitted in writing together 
with photographs. It is believed that 
these photographs and information 
can only lead to misinterpretation 
by council, serve no benefit and is 
unacceptable to the residents.

Consultation by the BMT WBM con-
sultant with each of these residents 
is the respectful way to proceed, to 
understand why there is no need to 
undertake such a massive project in 
the valley. And, council is urged to 
act responsibly and divert overland 
stormwater run-off away from the 
valley by alternative means, partic-
ularly from its own council land, but 
for some reason council is adamant 
that their ‘dinosaur’ approach is the 
only way to solving the problem.

Gina Lambe 
Melbourne Hill Road

Dear editor, 
I have just been informed that 
my property will be impacted 
by digging up and putting in 
bigger drainage pipes. None of 
the council members have ever 
been to our house to inform us 
of that.  

I think the whole drainage 
issue is very much council 
biased.  I have lived here since 
1999 and have asked the coun-
cil to address the “flooding is-
sues” since then. I have found it 
to be the right person to speak 
to at the right time. Anyhow, 
now they (the council) impose 
what they think to be appropri-
ate. I have asked for years and 
have been ignored. It seems to 
me that when the council recog-
nises they have some “liability” 
the heads go up.

I don’t think that my proper-
ty should be dug up without 
a 100% guarantee from the 
council that they will put it in 
the condition it was prior which 
they will not guarantee.

Karin Mead
Melbourne Hill Rd

Dear editor,
My husband and I are not happy to 
have our land dug up. We feel that 
the council had disregarded the 
owners’ alternatives in which a lot 
of real work had been done to solve 
the flood problem by the residents.

They have given lip service to 
the reports, but only had their own 
plans in mind.

Monica Luttick, Melb Hill Road

To the editor,
It was my understanding that coun-
cil-approved planning and building 
permits we sought in 2010 to help 
resolve drainage issues at our prop-
erty would ensure no more retaining 
walls would collapse and improve 
the natural flow of water down the 
road.

We spent $24,000 on that project 
which included plans, reviewed 

plans, fees for permits, extension of 
permits, Yarra Valley Water checks, 
approval to build over an easement 
and a s.173 agreement. It was an 
informed decision of which council 
was part of.

So yes, I would very much like 
a chat with council's consultants 
about what effect their proposed 
drainage will have on those works!

Kerry, Melbourne Hill Rd

Dear editor,
We write to you concerning the 
proposed Council Drainage Scheme 
proposed for Melbourne Hill Rd 
residents.

We live at number 59 and are out-
raged at the current proposal. We 
shifted here from North Ringwood 
two years ago without knowledge of 
this situation. We love the natural 
environment and many birds and 
creatures that inhabit our property. 
Our property has been established 
for many years with stunning trees 
everywhere. It’s a totally unsat-
isfactory proposal to go through 
these properties digging them up 
when council has other options to 
manage its storm water drain off 

from its land.
We pay rates that should be ade-

quate to manage a better solution 
to this. Many other solutions have 
been put forward but it appears 
council is being stubborn and un-
reasonable.

As residents we feel disrespected 
and our land is being disrespected 
too.

We require council to act re-
sponsibly and dispose of overland 
stormwater run-off from its own 
land by alternative means, and 
not through the valley.  It’s shame-
ful the way council is treating its 
residents.

Peter & Melinda McMullen
Melbourne Hill Rd

Dear editor,
I write with regards to the coun-
cil's proposal to put storm water 
drainage through 20 properties 
of Melbourne Hill Road. I have 
been involved in some of the 
meetings with council and have 
found their attitude quite baffling 
and at times plain rude. They 
wont inspect all the properties 
to see what individual drainage 
has already been implemented 
and the proposal will impact 
between 86-143 trees, council’s 
estimate.  How ironic when we 
can't even get them to remove 
a weedy privet from the nature 
strip! Many well-established, 
healthy trees will be affected.  
Their proposal is crazy overkill 
for the issues at hand and is going 
to cost all of the residents and the 
council (therefore Manningham 
residents) a great deal of money.
Sue Thompson, Melb Hill Road

Not everyone is opposed to servo
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open drains at the back, which has 
meant no flooding since 2011. 

I really feel I have sorted my flood-
ing situation at a personal expense of 
nearly $11,000 and yet will be asked 
to pay a further amount to prevent 
flooding on my property with current 
planned works. My new driveway will 
be sectionally dug up and I will incur 
more costs for connections. Has 
council considered what residents 
affected by previous flooding have 
already contributed? I doubt it!! Will 
any further works really prevent a 
100-year flood in the future? Again, 
I doubt it!!

Kerry Alexander
Melbourne Hill Rd resident

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS

Letters to the Diary on local topics are 
welcome. All letters — including emails — 
must include the writer’s full name, address 
and phone number, even if not intended 
for publication. Letters may be edited for 
reasons of style, length or legality. Letters 
can be posted to: Warrandyte Diary, PO 
Box 209, Warrandyte Vic 3113. They can be 
emailed to:  editor@warrandytediary.com.
au; or left at the Diary at 168-178 Yarra St.
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Clyde’s 
Conundrum
Adventurous explorer John Hanson was 
trekking through the jungle when he was 
captured by logic-loving cannibals. The 
chief said “Speak your last words. If your 
statement is true we will burn you at 
the stake; if it is false we will boil you in 
oil”. Clever John thought for a moment 
then said something.  Perplexed, the 
cannibals could do nothing but let him 
go. What did he say? Solution next issue.

Trolling via bank 
accounts? Really?

Shop 11 Goldfields Plaza, Warrandyte

Healthy & nutritious meals

made fresh & made from scratch

HOME COOKED MEALS  

FOR WHEN YOU DON’T  

HAVE TIME.

Blue Pear Pantry - a healthier lifestyle choice  
and an alternative takeaway option.  

Produce from local suppliers.

To order call/text Deb 0415 170 733 or order online 
WWW.BLUEPEARPANTRY.COM.AU

Natural Health Expo
Sunday 15th November 11am - 5pm

At The Grand Hotel Warrandyte

• Demonstrations • Workshops • Taster sessions  
• Readings • Psychic art • Products • Door prizes

FREE ADMISSION

          9844 5294
The Purple Dragonfly

Honouring Mind, Boy & Soul 

0 4 8 8  9 9 4  6 6 9
2birdsandabarrow@gmail.com

two birds
and a barrow
G A R D E N I N G

specialising in natural Australian gardens
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S H A P E S  B O B C AT  C a l l 
9844 2117 or 0410 402 046. 

LAWN MOWING Lawns mowed, 
whipper snipping, general garden 
clean up, rubbish removed.  
Call Craig Moore for a free quote 
on 0407 327 834.

PORT DOUGLAS 2 bedroom, 
se l f  conta ined,  beachs ide 
appartment for rent. A/C & ceiling 
fans. Heated pool/spa. 2 mins 
wlak from Four Mile Beach. 
Call Kerrie 0409 359 240.

MOBILE WOOD SPLITTING 
SERVICE Ring Terry 0409 411 943  
or leave a message on 9722 2592.

CHAUFFEURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely in stye & comfort. 
Airport transfer, parties, weddings. 
City & subrub to suburb. Up to 6 
passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801.

VCE MATHS Tutoring available from 
experienced VCE mathematics 
teacher. Reasonable rates. Call 
David on 9844 5727 for more info.

SAFE AND SOUND PET CARE 
We care for your pet when you 
cannot be there. Honest, reliable 
and professional care in your own 
home. Phone Norma 0409 137 246.

AUTHORISED CELEBRANT: 70 
years young. 3000 weddings. Still 
going strong. John Byrne 9844 
2155, 0418 995 189.

MOSAIC STAINED GLASS 
Beautiful panels for doors and 
windows; natural themes and small 
panels a specialty. Free quotes. 
Shan 9712 0024.

IRONING Basket overflowing? 
Reliable quick service shirt  
s p e c i a l i s t .  N o n - s m o k e r. 
F ree  p ick -up  &  de l i ve ry.  
Call Judy  0488 738 458.

DIARY MINI ADS

WANT A MINI AD? Call Briony 9844 0555.

The Warrandyte Mechanics Institute Hall & Arts 
Association (WMIAA) is seeking expressions of 

interest from writers & players of original acoustic 
music to be part of a Warrandyte Acoustic Collective. 

We are seeking the gathering of like minds, fostering 
of talent & a place to show your wares. This collective 
would operate under the WMIAA banner & be part of 
the community that shares the hall. We would aim to 
meet once a month, meet, play, compose & have fun. 

If you are interested contact Daryll Mitchell  
0423 088 217 or renascent10@gmail.com

EXPRESSIONS  
OF INTEREST 

Warrandyte Acoustic  
Collective

Dear Diary,
The Warrandyte Character Protec-

tion (WCP) is a group that objects to 
inappropriate development in Warran-
dyte.  Platinum King is attempting to 
have a service station and retail cen-
tre built on Yarra St at the Harris Gul-
ly roundabout, and has gone to VCAT 
to get approval to go ahead, despite 
the opposition of council and local 
residents.  This entry point is part of 
the Yarra Trail which attracts tourists 
to our lovely green wedge. 

The service station development will 
mean felling six mature Yellow Box 
trees; Andersons Creek, and therefore 
the Yarra River, will be poisoned from 
the chemicals leaching into the soil 
from the service station; residents will 
be upset with 24 hour noise and lights; 
there will be an increase in litter, 
graffiti and crime; and a monstrous 
fire hazard will exist in an area that is 
already a high bushfire risk. 

There are 11 service stations within 
an 8km radius of Warrandyte, some 
of which operate 24 hours per day, 
so why do we need another one? Has 
anyone ever run out of petrol at the 
roundabout?

There are people who are in favour 
of this development.  However, it is 
becoming apparent that even though 
this is a democracy, that the WCP has 
the best interests of Warrandyte at its 
heart and is entitled to have a say, the 
pro-service station mob are faceless 
in their opposition.  Recently, six one 
cent deposits were made electroni-
cally with the message, “Get f----- WCP 
you miserable c----.”  Signs erected on 
private property have been stolen. 
These incidents have been reported 
to the police, but one has to wonder 
at the mentality of the idiots who are 
doing this and why they live in War-
randyte in the first place.

Name and address supplied.

Dear Editor,   
In September’s Diary, the Warrandyte 
Character Protection “closed”  group 
of objectors to the proposed service 
station at 1-3 & 5 Yarra Street  appealed 
to the Warrandyte community “about 
7000 households” for “donations” and  
“a  minimum of $30,000 towards legal 
representation at the Victorian Admin-
istration Tribunal Final Hearing” on 
October 19, 2015.

Since 2012, the Diary has reported the 
application’s progress, noting the com-
munity is divided and quoting mainly 

vocal objectors, some supporters, as 
well as the ambivalent or undecided. 

I have been advised that the October 
hearing has been adjourned by VCAT 
member deputy president Helen Gibson 
until April 11 2016. 

Clearly, a new timeframe will enable 
ongoing accumulation of funds into 
Objectors’ Community Bank Account No 
155176894 BSB 633000.  Thus it seems 
fair to advise supportive or undecided 
residents they can contact: 

VCAT Planning & Environment Unit, 55 
King St Melbourne Vic 3000. (Tel inquiries 

9628 9777), by post GPO Box 5408 Mel-
bourne, Vic 3001 or by email vcat-admin@
justice.vic.gov.au using this format: To 
Whom it May Concern;  Re Service Sta-
tion application PL/13023819: site 1-3 & 
5 Yarra St Warrandyte 3113.

Residents may simply express their 
support giving reasons and/or special 
interests, an attachment if you wish, 
name and contact details. 

 I understand all written or emailed 
communications will be presented with 
the hearing brief on April 11. 

Merilyn Evans, Warrandyte

Dear Diary,
Big thanks to the Grand Hotel and wait 
staff Katheryn on Monday night, who han-
dled our large group with efficiency and 
good cheer.  What a great place to catch 
up with old friends while we were in town.
Amy Marsden

Not everyone is opposed to servo

Grand old time

dear diary

SOMETIMES our people fly under the 
radar with their good deeds without need 
nor interest in recognition, but occasion-
ally they get caught out.

While recently going for a late afternoon 
stroll with my daughter along the Yarra 
River behind Taroona Avenue, I crossed 
paths with a woman who offered us a 
pleasant greeting – then I took notice of 
what she was doing.

Lynda Gilbert (pictured)  is one of 
those unsung heroes who not only loves 
our river and beautiful environment, but 
ensures she does her little bit each week 
by collecting rubbish.  

“I just do it because I love this area and 
want to keep it clean, Lynda said with a 

smile. “Also to protect the animals. And 
I hope others take notice and become 
a little bit more conscientious about 
picking up 

rubbish, too. Every little bit helps.”
For me it was inspiring, but even better 

than that this little gem of a discovery 
happened in front of my 10-year-old 
little girl. 

We were suitably impressed and dis-
cussed it after saying goodbye to Lynda 
as she set off on her weekly ritual of 
caring for our patch of earth.

Lynda Gilbert you’re a Warrandytian 
worthy of a pat on the back. We thank 
you on behalf of the community for your 
thoughtfulness and caring attitude.

We are Warrandytian …
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Experience a 

SPARKLING 

OAKS DAY  

at Olivigna 

 
Unlimited Estate Cuvée 

3 Seasonal Courses 

 Best Dressed Prizes 

Racing Carnival Fun 
Nov 5  11.30-3pm $100pp 

Book online  
 

Olivigna Winery & Olive Grove   

54-56 Brumbys Rd Warrandyte 
(03)9844 4676  Olivigna.com.au 

Your great Italian escape  

 

For more info 9433 3316

www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/PGFestival            www.facebook.com/nillumbikcouncil

By DAVID HOGG
THERE are very few people in the 
community who stop to look and 
read when a planning sign is posted 
on a fence or tree and this is partic-
ularly the case when the sign is in a 
remote area.  

John Hanson is one of these few 
who earlier read a notice, called 
meetings and achieved a significant 
improvement and re-design of a 
landscape proposal “On the right 
track with new design”, Diary, April 
2014. 

Another of these gems is our Doug 
Seymour who happened to notice a 
sign tucked away in North Warran-
dyte next to Professors Hill Reserve; 
then read the sign, understood the 
implications and is not fully happy 
with what is currently proposed.

As part of the North Warrandyte 
Sewerage Backlog Project, the 
design includes a pumping station 
to be situated at the junction of Re-
search Rd and Professors Lane just 
outside the boundary of Professors 
Hill Reserve.  

This station will pump the col-
lected effluent from this low point 
to another pumping station to be 
situated north of the bridge just 
below the Queen of the Shire sculp-
ture. The station will be gated and in 
addition to the pumping machinery 
will require provision for future stor-
age of chemicals and odour control 
if required, a hardstand loading bay 
and sealed access for a crane for 
maintenance.

The original intention was that 
access would be from Research 
Rd and it would involve minimal 
removal of trees.

However, VicRoads have refused 
Yarra Valley Water access to the site 
from Research Rd, so the station 
has been redesigned to have access 
instead from Professors Lane.

Being classed as “Essential Ser-
vices” there has up to now been no 
requirement for planning permis-
sion to build such a public utility.  
However, the new design with entry 
from Professors Lane involves the 
removal of a number of trees, some 
of which are classed as “significant”, 
and this tree removal does require a 
permit from Nillumbik council. Doug 
persevered and obtained the plans 
submitted for this tree-clearing 
operation and was amazed to find 
they did not include any provisions 
for landscaping and rehabilitation 
which you would have thought 
would be a normal requirement 
when submitting such plans.  So he 
has lodged an objection with the 
council.

It is believed council propose to 
grant the permit but subject to a 
landscape drawing being submit-
ted “to the satisfaction of council” 
before the works commence. 

The problem with this approach 
is that the objector has only 21 
days from granting of the permit to 
appeal the case to VCAT and there 
is no requirement for the landscape 
plan to be made available for scruti-
ny during that time.

Furthermore, it is hard to be 
assured that the “satisfaction of 
council” will necessarily reflect com-
munity expectations, particularly as 
until Doug chanced upon this notice 
there had been no landscaping or 
rehabilitation provisions at all.

If the process were appealed to 
VCAT, it is unlikely that the case 
would be heard before next March 
involving many months delay to this 
essential project. 

Such delay would impact the plans 
of those elsewhere in the Shire who 
have built properties recently and 
are unable to move in until the sew-
erage is connected and functioning.  

Sign of the times
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Realising the problems this would 
cause, Doug is hoping to be able 
to work co-operatively with Yarra 
Valley Water to produce a landscape 
drawing and plan acceptable to the 
community within the next 21 days 
or so and he will then be able to 
withdraw his objection.

The community should be thank-
ful for Doug’s stumbling upon this 
problem, and his dedication in 
solving this in the best possible 
way for the community and the en-
vironment.  His letter to the editor 
is reproduced here (right). 
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I call on my fellow Warrandyte 
residents to be alert and active 
when a little white sign “Notice 
of Application for a Planning 
Permit” is posted on a bound-
ary.  
I recently noticed such a sign 
off Research-Warrandyte Road 
near Stony Creek and my 
request for details and subse-
quent Objection to Nillumbik 
council has elevated environ-
mental impact as a design issue 
for the sewerage pumping sta-
tion planned for this sensitive 
site.  Being an only objector can 
be an uncomfortable position 
and I had hoped I would find 
myself in the company of near-
by residents who look down on 
the site or pass it every day.

This facility is a vital part of 
a project which will benefit the 
community and the environ-
ment by linking the Stony Creek 
catchment sewerage network to 
the main pumping station which 
will be sited below the Queen 
of the Shire sculpture. While 
no planning permit is required 
to build such public utilities, a 
permit is required by an over-
lay control to clear vegetation; 
this triggered the need for the 
advertising sign.  

The Stony Creek drawings 
provided by council highlight 
many trees for removal and 
particularly disturbing was the 
targeting of the larger trees 
which are integral to the ripar-
ian landscape.  Diary people 
have prepared a sketch of the 
site to illustrate the proposal. 
A substantial part of the pro-
posed tree removal results from 
a requirement by VicRoads 
that maintenance access be off 
Professors Lane and as cranage 
access is required a huge sealed 
access apron is to be built off 
the Lane and this section of 
the Lane is also to be sealed.  

Accessing off Professors Lane 
looks like a bit of madness but 
as VicRoads has management 
control of a large part of the 
site and of road access contest-
ing this would be a tough fight.

I think I can fairly say Yarra 
Valley Water did not expect an 
objection but they have been 
co-operative in attending a site 
meeting and keeping in touch.  
After studying the full-scale 
drawing and receiving expla-
nations I concluded I could not 
win the access issue at VCAT 
and therefore asked for the 
landscape and rehabilitation 
drawing.  There was none; the 
inclusion of such a drawing 
was normal practice in my own 
experience so it has left me 
wondering if some authorities 
have become too used to the 
freedom of not needing a plan-
ning permit.  

Council staff have indicat-
ed they propose to include a 
requirement for a landscape 
drawing as one of the permit 
conditions.  I am uneasy with 
the notion that this could have 
been left “to the satisfaction 
of council” to resolve, espe-
cially as we would otherwise 
have known nothing about the 
project. And what’s happening 
about the other pumping station 
proposed for a site north of the 
bridge?

The planning process now 
presents a challenge to the con-
struction program. Objectors 
get 21 days to consider coun-
cil’s decision on the permit and 
it is proposed to use this time to 
work with YVW to add a land-
scape drawing and program.  
Hopefully this will settle the is-
sue as an appeal case would de-
lay commissioning of the whole 
project by months.

Doug Seymour, 
   Resident

Whats’ going on?is a worry
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By CHERIE MOSELEN
AUSTRALIAN Cake Angels Net-
work is a remarkable charity that 
delivers cakes and brings joy to 
families living with serious illness 
throughout the country. 

It is remarkable not least because 
its founder, Warranwood resident 
Kirsty Bishop-Fox, initially co-ordi-
nated the organisation’s solid base 
of volunteers solely from home.

Cake Angels was formed in 2011 
when Kirsty donated her own and 
other course cakes to Ronald Mc-
Donald House after helping facili-
tate cake-decorating workshops in 
Melbourne.

The students, keen to make 
dedicated cakes for sick children, 
inspired the hobbyist cake deco-
rator to discuss this idea with the 
charity, who was, coincidentally, 
starting a “birthday club”. 

A sweeter match was never 
made. By the following year, cakes 
were being donated in Perth, 
Sydney and Brisbane and are now 
also going to recipients in Ade-
laide, Tasmania and other regional 
areas.

“We make cakes for kids in the 
middle of treatment for a life 
threatening condition, or a cake 
might come at the end of treat-
ment,” Kirsty told the Diary. “The 
first birthday after a doctor says 
‘we’re done for now’, is a special 
time for a family because it cele-
brates a new beginning.”

Run entirely by volunteers, Cake 
Angels deliver cakes to families 
referred by select charities. 

Each family is geographically as-
signed a volunteer cake decorator, 
who can choose to make anything 
from a simply iced cake to a two-
tiered grand piano look-alike. 

“We get guidelines from the fam-
ilies as to theme, colour etc, but 
our chosen volunteers can come 
up with their own design. I find we 
get better cakes that way, because 
people are putting their heart into 
something they love,” said Kirsty.

She explained the cake decora-
tors had different skill levels (for 
some it was a hobby, some ran 
their own businesses) but if any-
one “just loves baking and wants 
to make a difference” then Cake 
Angels was a perfect fit. 

Not all volunteers decorate 
cakes, but help is still needed 
for other events like really large 
parties.

The busy mum of two recently 
stepped down as president of the 
charity to concentrate more fully 
on overseeing training of new 
co-ordinators for the growing bank 
of 700 plus volunteers.

New president, Kellie Arney, has 
a “big vision” for Cake Angels, 
which she would like to see grow 
from the 100 cakes it provided last 
year to that of 1000 cakes Austra-
lia wide. 

Kellie told the Diary she felt 
expansion was necessary for the 
organisation to become “more ho-
listic” in its approach.

“I have seen how siblings suffer 
in families where a sick child is 

receiving most, if not all the atten-
tion,” said Kellie. “And sometimes 
the child who is sick feels uncom-
fortable to be getting an amazing 
cake while their brothers and sis-
ters miss out. It’s very satisfying if 
siblings can get a cake too.”

Kellie first met the Cake Angels 
founder in 2013 after working on 
a Christmas cake made up of over 
1000 cup cakes, which was co-ordi-
nated by Kirsty.

Last year Kellie led her own team 
who put together an adult sized 
(upright) cake for 3000 special 
children at a Christmas party held 
annually at Moonee Valley Race-
course. 

However, it is the smaller cake 
made for a one-year old girl “who 
liked pink”, which she recalls in 
detail.

“It was white with a pink           
elephant on it and pink hearts 
around the border because she 
had a cardiac disorder,” Kellie 
said. “The family loved it and was 
so grateful. That’s why I do this, 
because if there’s even one time 
when a child doesn’t have to think 
about being sick, that’s fantastic.”

The woman who built Cake 
Angels agrees, it’s “all about the 
kids”.

“I’m very lucky, my children are 
healthy. Sometimes, when I’m flat 
out trying to get dinner on the 
table it can feel challenging’,” said 
Kirsty. “But some of the families 
we make cakes for are visiting 
their sick child in hospital, while 
having to manage leaving other 
children at home. That’s truly 
challenging.”

For more information about 
Cake Angels or to register as a 
volunteer, go to the website: www.
cakeangels.org.au 

Something sweet
Cake Angels Network to the rescue

The angels are smiling: Nine year old twins Emily and Claire enjoying their 
Cake Angel’s gift.

Open Day 
at our 
community 
garden
THE Warrandyte Community 
Garden in Police Street will 
have an “Open Day” on Sunday 
November 8 from 10am to 1pm 
and everyone is welcome.  

A recent innovation includes 
the establishment of a chil-
dren’s garden. This is octagonal 
in shape with eight wedges 
available to children or grand-
children of plot holders. They 
have a wedge each to plant and 
decorate as they wish. It is close 
to the cubby house and sandpit 
which were installed in the early 
days of the garden.

Every Warrandyte Community 
Market day the Warrandyte Com-
munity Garden is now hosting 
the newly formed Warrandyte 
Food Swap. This is set up under 
the auspices of Local Food  Con-
nect who currently have groups 
in several neighbouring areas.

They will operate at the garden 
on market days from 9am to 
10am. You are welcome to bring 
along any excess produce you 
have to put on the table and 
you can take something you can 
use. Leftovers will go to Rotary 
to distribute where it is needed.

 For more information visit                                
localfoodconnect.org.au
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Idyllic Acre Lifestyle 

Acre living can be yours in this 
sophisticated executive home 
set amid landscaped gardens 
with orchard and kitchen 
garden. Offering features such 
as a heated swimming pool, 
outdoor spa, and ample car 
accommodation, this property 
allows you to have it all.

Price: $1,450,000 Plus 
Address: 1 Fadaro Crescent

Michelle Zachariah -  
0425 767 900

An Exceptional  
Standard of Living

This superb acre property 
enjoys 3 spacious living 
zones, in-ground pool, choice 
of outdoor entertaining 
spaces and easy access to 
school, bus stop, winerys and 
the picturesque Yarra Valley. 
Extras: ducted heat/cool/vac, 
and secure fencing.

Buyer Ranged: $1.55 - $1.8m  
Address: 17 Barooga Drive

Michelle Zachariah -  
0425 767 900

Dynamic and motivated member of the Donvale 
office, Michelle along with her husband and three 
daughters are local to the area and are actively 
involved in many aspects of the local community. 

Equally matched with her local knowledge, 
Michelle has a natural ability to relate to all 
different types of people and she is passionate 
about utilising this trait to ensure both vendors and 
purchasers have a positive and enjoyable process 
when buying or selling their home.

Michelle’s enthusiasm and warm personality are 
second to none and she has an outstanding 
commitment to her clients. You can rest assured, 
you and your most important asset are in the very 
best hands.

A Haven For Family Life

Discover the appeal of this 
expansive family residence 
set on 1958m2 in a highly 
desirable pocket of Wonga 
Park. Enjoying close proximity 
to coveted private schools, 
a choice of shopping 
precincts, and beautiful 
countryside, this is a true 
family haven.

Price: $890,000 Plus 
Address: 9 Lautoka Drive

Michelle Zachariah -  
0425 767 900

Delicious food prepared by the Blue Pear Pantry
By RUTH BIRCH
HANDS up those who continually face the problem 
of coming up with healthy meals and finding the time 
to prepare and cook them, all while sticking to a bud-
get? 

Much to the relief of busy residents all over Warran-
dyte, Deborah Graham is one of our many talented lo-
cals who recently launched Blue Pear Pantry, a home 
delivery meal service that focuses on fresh, fast and 
healthy meals at half the price of a takeaway.

 Designed to curb overeating, the portion control 
sizes are incredible value at only $12 for two serves. 

After completing a 12-week healthy eating challenge 
and losing an impressive 15kg, Deborah was inspired 
to share the culinary skills she learned and help oth-
ers to achieve their health goals. 

With her daughter soon to start school, she has 
taken it upon herself to make healthy meals avail-
able to everyone with a free delivery area spanning 
from the Jumping Creek roundabout at Potters to 
the Goldfields roundabout and north to the Research 
roundabout. (For a small fee she will deliver to neigh-
bouring areas.)  

For those who just don’t feel like cooking but look 
forward to an easy takeaway after a long day, why not 
let Deborah wow you with her exceptionally priced 
health conscious meals, which are all freshly home-
made from scratch. While completing the 12-week 
challenge she learned ways of substituting common 
cooking oils with healthy alternatives such as ghee or 
coconut oil, and coconut and almond flour for health-
ier doughs and pastries. 

Some of the incredible meals include curries, la-
sagne, chilli con carne, soups, salads, stir frys, and 
party foods like sausage rolls and gourmet nuggets 
with spicy cucumber dressing, chocolate bliss balls, 
muffins and banana bread. Meals can also be ac-
companied with rice and veggies. They can be eaten 
straight from the container so are perfect for lunches 
as well as dinners. 

For those who don’t eat meat or struggle with food 
allergies, Deb is happy to serve up delicious vegetar-
ian and allergen free food to order, which cuts out 
the hassle of coming up with new recipes while still 
avoiding trigger foods. Deb’s delicious deliveries also 
make it easy for those expecting a very fussy guest 

over for a meal. (Just microwave and present on a 
plate, they will never know the difference)

Her meals are also available for pick up at Aumann’s 
Nursery. Not just for the health conscious, anyone 
who struggles to find the time to cook is encouraged 
to give her pre-prepared meals a go. As well as busy 
parents and those with intolerances, she has even 
cooked for customers who have had an injury and 
are unable to cook while they recover. 

Deb’s impressive new venture also kills two birds 
with one stone, as not only is she learning new reci-
pes every day, the kids get to try all of the combina-
tions that customers request. Another ingenious idea 
by one of our awesome residents. 

Give Deb a call to place an order, or visit the web-
site for the complete menu and online order form. 

For more info call 0415 170 733, visit www.blue-
pearpantry.com.au or stay updated on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/BluePearPantry

Homemade goodness
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The Rotary Club of 
Warrandyte Donvale 
conveys its thanks to the 
Donvale and Warrandyte 
Communities and visitors 
for their tremendous 
support over the last 
financial year. This has 
enabled the club to donate 
more than $89, 000 to 
worthy causes – local, 
national and international.  
Your money has been well 
spent!  
 
Don Kinnear President 
 
We invite you to join our 
club and help us to 
donate this year.  

 
 

Club Meetings – Tuesdays 6:30 for 7:00, 
Natalie’s Restaurant, 669 Maroondah Highway, Mitcham. All welcome. 

www.warrandytedonvalerotay.org.au 

SOME RECIPIENTS WERE: 
 
Warrandyte Crisis Housing & Food Bank  
CFA – local branches      
Christmas cakes for Meals on Wheels folk.  
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House   
St John’s Ambulance    
Local Families in difficulty.     
Salvation Army    
LinCManningham    
Legacy      
The Smith Family     
Berry Street     
St David’s Church Sewerage Project  
Local End of Year School Awards   
Individual Student Support    
Youth Leadership Camps   
Youth Science Forums    
Art Show Awards for local students  
Debating Competition    
PLUS….  
International Causes, Disasters, Polio & Malaria 
Eradication, Water and Sanitation, Child & 
Maternal Welfare/Education Projects etc…. 
    
PLUS many more… the need is endless!  
  
 
 
 

Rotary Club Op Shops: OPEN 
EVERY DAY 
Yarra St. Warrandyte – East of 
roundabout  
  
Tunstall Square Trash & 
Treasure Market  
LAST SUNDAY OF EACH 
MONTH  
 

MBEA nominations are in

1www.arcuate.info

When the water wouldn’t come, 
we spent hours looking for a 
kink in the hose. Following the 
green snake through the grass, 
pausing to listen for the hissing 
from the gashes in its languid 
body. I started from one end of 
the paddock and you from the 
other. Water dripped miserably 
out of the nozzle and the cows 
stared morbidly at their empty 
trough.

It wasn’t until you were in 
sight that I could feel an almost 
imperceptible tug on the 
hose whenever you tore it up 
through the matted grass. Even 
now, I’m not sure I felt it before 
I saw you in the distance. 

Two kids talking with a 
bushman’s telephone. Yelling 
into the rusting barrel of a tin 
can. Brown string vibrating 
proximity, not sound. 

By the time I’d found the 
perfect fold— a zigzag of pipe 
concertinaed up like a car jack,

the sun had lost its bite. My 
fingers cramped in the dusking 
cold. I straightened the fold and 
seconds later you were yelling 
from the top of the paddock.

A hundred dark cow eyes 
reflected our gushing success. 

We watched the water explode 
from the end of a garden hose 
in a white splatter against the 
dark rust of the cattle trough 
like the tail of a comet against a 
dark sky.

Imagine Halley’s comet as an 
event in a trough, projected 
by the camera obscura of 
the Earth’s atmosphere onto 
the blanket of the night 
sky. Imagine that its 80’s 
streak across the southern 
hemisphere in autumn was 
only disappointing because of 
the shadow of a thirsty Black 
Angus’ head. Had that wet-
eyed cow moved slightly to the 
left, the show would have been 
exquisite.

GOLDFIELDS PLAZA 
OPEN MON - SAT 7AM - 6.30PM

Warrandyte Newsagency
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Warrandyte Community Bank is our most staunch supporter

AFTER more than 12 years of service 
at the Warrandyte Community Bank, 
Mark Challen has decided to move on 
to a new career challenge after resign-
ing last month as branch manager.

It was with sadness the board of 
directors of Warrandyte Community      
Financial Services accepted the resig-
nation, which will be effective Novem-
ber 6, but also wish Mark well in the 
future and acknowledge the great work 
he has done.

 “I thank the board for the opportuni-
ty and feel honoured to have been part 
of a successful organisation which has 
contributed more than $1.7 million to 
the local community during my 12-and-
a-half year tenure,” Mark said.

The bank’s board of directors and 
chairman Aaron Farr are aware of the 
big shoes to fill and are carefully un-
dertaking the task of appointing a new 
branch manager.

“We want to thank Mark for his 
contribution and service to the War-
randyte Community Bank and wish 
him well in his future endeavours,” 
Aaron said.  “We also look forward to 
a positive future, continuing the bank’s 
long tradition of excellent leadership 
and offering banking that is not only 
personal but with a proven history of 
giving back to the community.” 

Warrandyte Community Bank 
hopes to have a new branch manager          
appointed very soon.

Mark Challen calls it a day at WCB

By DEANNE DICKSON
WARRANDYTE Community Bank 
Branch has ticked over the $2mil-
lion mark in grant and sponsorship 
contributions in its 12th year of 
operation.

Warrandyte Community Bank 
chairman Aaron Farr said the War-
randyte and surrounding communi-
ties had thrown its support behind 
the locally owned and operated 
branch, transferring banking busi-
ness across since the bank opened 
its doors in 2003.

“Local residents, traders, business 
owners and community groups have 
all seen the benefits of banking close 
to home,” Aaron said.

“We are extremely proud of reach-
ing this milestone because it reflects 
not only the ongoing success of our 
business, but most importantly, 
shows how much of a difference 
we have been able to make in the 
community.”

Aaron said Warrandyte Community 
Bank Branch was a true community 

venture, which offered a full range of 
banking products and services in a 
business model designed to strength-
en the local community.

“Achieving $2 million in funding 
shows that taking control of our com-
munity’s financial future is not only 
possible, but profitable,” he said.

“And the more people who choose 
to bank with us, the more profits we 
can return to the community through 
sponsorships and grants.

“Reaching the $2 million mark is 
such a fantastic achievement for a 
community enterprise that many per-
ceived as a far-off dream 12 years ago.

“But we have taken this dream for a 
locally-owned and operated bank and 
turned it into a reality, financially sup-
porting hundreds of community ini-
tiatives in the process. Thanks to the 
support of our shareholders, branch 
staff, company board and customers, 
we have been able to grow to be one 
of the biggest sources of community 
funding in the local area.”

Funding granted by Warrandyte 

Community Bank Branch has gone 
towards supporting a range of com-
munity groups, projects and events 
including:

Manningham SES - Inflatable Res-
cue Boat  

An inflatable rescue boat is an es-
sential and important piece of Man-
ningham SES’s range of life-saving 
equipment. Receiving $18,254.60 in 
the 2014/15 grants program ensured 
the SES was able to replace a very 
old rescue boat with a new up-to-
date model to be used in emergency 
situations.

Wonga Park Primary –  
Raising the Roof project

Wonga Park Primary School has 
been able to complete stage one 
of its Raising the Roof project.  A 
$35,000 grant enabled the school 
to build the framework and raise 
the roof over an existing basketball 
court. 

The undercover area is used for 
physical education, general play, 

before school tennis, after school 
basketball training, OSHC outdoor 
activities and community events.

Park Orchards Primary 
School – running track

February 23, 2015 saw the official 
opening of the new running track 
at Park Orchards Primary School 
(POPS).  POPS received a Warrandyte 
Community Bank Branch grant of 
$33,000 making the school’s dream 
a reality. The two lane synthetic 
running track has been a hit with 
the school’s children who have been 
putting it to the test ever since.

Greater Warrandyte CFAs  – 
Thermal Imaging cameras

A grant of $42,900 enabled the 
Greater Warrandyte CFA brigades 
to purchase much needed thermal 
imaging equipment. This is a huge 
asset for the whole community as 
it enables firefighters to check for 
hotspots which could reignite fires, 
to locate persons in burning struc-

tures or for search and rescue mis-
sions that were previously unseen or 
difficult to detect.

Warrandyte Pavillion
The Warrandyte Sporting Group 

with members of the Warrandyte 
senior and junior football clubs, War-
randyte Cricket Club and Warrandyte 
Netball Club along with the general 
public has been able to enjoy the 
newly built sports pavillion following 
its completion in 2014. Warrandyte 
Community Bank Branch contrib-
uted $150,000 to this local project. 

Scholarships
Since 2011, local tertiary students 

have been able to kick-start their 
further education with a scholarship 
from Warrandyte Community Bank. 

With $10,000 each over two years 
to pay for study related expenses 
such as course fees, equipment, 
book and travel expenses a schol-
arship can help ease some of the fi-
nancial burden of tertiary education.

$2mill in 12 years

By LAURA DOGUET
NOMINATIONS have closed for the 
third annual Manningham Business 
Excellence Awards (MBEA) and the 
much-anticipated gala ceremony is 
fast approaching.

The MBEA provide a platform for 
businesses in the City of Manning-
ham to celebrate their strengths 
and points of difference within the 
community. They also enable owners 
the opportunity to critically reflect 
on their operations, effectively re-
sulting in a better understanding of 
their business and how to improve it. 

The initiative was originally insti-
gated by members of the Rotary 
Club of Manningham. Since gaining 
approval for their proposal from 
the Manningham City Council, they 
invited the other three rotary clubs 
(Doncaster, Templestowe and Don-
vale and Warrandyte) to support 
the event. 

The four clubs have since rallied 
together year after year to build rec-

ognition and familiarity amidst the 
community about the awards. Ben-
digo Bank branches of Warrandyte, 
East Doncaster and Templestowe 
Village are also major contributors to 
the event, as well as the Manningham 
Business Network.  

Member of the MBEA committee 
and the Rotary Club of Doncaster 
Greg King shared his thoughts with 
the Diary about how the awards can 
benefit businesses. 

While the obvious incentive for 
self-nomination is for the prospect 
of winning an award, Greg believes 
there is so much more to gain from 
going through the application pro-
cess. 

“Whether you are a winner or not, 
whether you are even a finalist or not 
or whether you are just an entrant, 
we believe that the processes in-
volved in putting together the entry 
is valuable to you understanding 
your own business.

“So if we get 60 or 70 entrants, that 

means those 60 or 70 businesses 
have had a good look at themselves.”

There are several award categories 
this year including retail, profes-
sional service, accommodation and 
food services, personal services, 
trade services and of course, the 
prestigious award for Business of 
the Year 2015. 

Fellow MBEA committee member 
Ben Harnwell said the committee 
have worked hard to ensure these 
categories present a fair and acces-
sible playing field for businesses of 
all kinds. 

For example, the retail and profes-
sional services categories are broken 
into two separate awards to cater for 
smaller businesses (five and under 
employees) and larger businesses 
(six and over employees). Accom-
modation and food services has also 
found its own category, rather than 
being grouped within retail as it was 
in previous years. 

“We’ve refined the categories over 

the years, this is the third year, so 
I think this is a really good blend 
we’ve got now,” Ben said.

Ben also revealed what the judges 
are looking for within each category.

“For all of them, what we’re looking 
for is that they’ve demonstrated 
excellence in performance of their 
particular industry in one or more 
of the following areas: customer 
service, product or service quality, 
marketing, staff and team creativity 
and community.”

The strongest business of the 
applicants, as determined by the 
judges, will claim the award for 
each category. The Business of the 
Year award is then decided from the 
category winners.

Warrandyte has proved itself home 
to many successful businesses in the 
previous awards, with multiple nomi-
nations and successive Manningham 
Business of the Year award winners. 
Julie Quinton of Quinton’s IGA and 
Tony Welsh of H2 Pro Plumbing se-

cured the esteemed title in 2013 and 
2014 respectively. 

“The past two years the applicants 
of Warrandyte have been very 
supportive. A lot of Warrandyte 
businesses have made a decision to 
be involved. I can say that Warran-
dyte businesses punch above their 
weight,” Greg said. 

The awards will be presented at the 
gala ceremony on Thursday Novem-
ber 12 at the Manningham Function 
Centre. Not only will the finalists and 
winners will be announced, but it will 
also be an excellent opportunity for 
business networking. 

“Businesses make connections to 
familiarise with each other and work 
together,” Ben explained. “That kind 
of networking is very valuable.” 

The event is open to the public and 
tickets are available for purchase at 
www.manninghambea.com.au

Stay tuned to find out the nominees 
and which local businesses come 
out on top.

MBEA nominations are in

GOLDFIELDS PLAZA 
OPEN MON - SAT 7AM - 6.30PM
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“This is Lucy, our one-year-old Border Collie cross Lab,” 
says local Jess. “Our house backs on to the river in 
Warrandyte so Lucy spends her life down at the water.” 
Lucy is very lucky in that she is walked every night with 
her two favourite humans, Miles (21 months) and Har-
vey (almost 4yrs), and her “daddy” Trav (pictured). 

Dippy, an Agile Wallaby, has recently taken to hopping in to 
see Adam Gibson, long time local resident who now resides 
in Cairns. She doesn’t come every day and although she has 
found her way into his kitchen, she still keeps her distance. 
She loves a piece of carrot, but corn is her favourite.

(Queen) Lizzi has two devoted slaves and believes she is of 
royal blood. Her favourite place in Warrandyte, apart from 
her slaves' bed, is the riverbank where she can be off the 
lead and can run to her heart's delight. “She was given to us 
and we love her dearly,” according to mum Jan.

What’s better than hanging out with your best mates on a 
comfy chair? Not much, reckons Thomas Bridger, whose 
mum Kim says: “Scruffty and Bertie are so special as they 
are always there when anyone from our family needs a 
hug!”

A little chunky, is gorgeous Honey, but that only means 
there’s more of her to love! Honey belongs to the Hum-
phris family of Warrandyte and here she is showing us her 
little house on her balcony.

Giving us the Trotts
Not since the Diary informed Trotts fans 
that Neville was having his bits removed by 
a specialist from Malvern has news been 
as painful to report. Alas, the man behind 
Living with the Trotts, Alan Cornell, is closing 
the chapter on his fictional family. CHERIE 
MOSELEN talks to Alan about his writing life, 
and asks: what’s next? 

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to eork out Warrandyte is a pet paradise. Everyone loves their pets. So we at The Diary put the call out for a 
new Pet is Paradise page and you answered the call! Here’s a selection from our fourth set of contributions, so be sure to send yorus in for 
next moth’s edition with PETS IN PARADISE in the subject line, a photo and a brief blurb about your pet to info@warrandytediary.com.au
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E’VE laughed at 
them. We’ve mar-
velled at their mis-
takes. 

But finally, after 
eight years or so of bringing us 
doozies like the Nevillectomy, 
Trotts creator Alan Cornell is 
waving them off, both in search 
of new horizons.

Warrandyte’s fallible family first 
appeared on Page 2 of the paper in 
July 2007 after Diary founder Cliff 
Green approached Alan to write a 
regular column.

Page 2 was precious to Cliff. It 
had been the nook of late Herald 
journalist Lee Tindale, his Smoky 
Joe column a superb fit.

“It took Cliff a while to work out 
what to do with it and he left it to 
me to come up with something,” 
says Alan. “I didn’t really have an 
idea, I only knew I didn’t want to do 
‘Alan Cornell’s opinions; there were 
plenty of other people giving their 
take on things.”

He eventually decided on some-
thing amusing: a Warrandyte-fla-
voured situation comedy. 

“It’s always confounded me, there’s 
so much comedy on television 
and radio but newspapers are dry. 
There’s barely a smile to be found - 
with rare exceptions.”

Alan says inventing the little fam-
ily gave him a number of different 
characters who “could do all sorts 
of things and react to different situ-
ations”. He admits the character of 
Gran was “an afterthought”.

“It quickly turned out Gran was a 
very valuable addition who gave the 
writing an edge. She might only be in 
a storyline for a couple of sentences 
but could instantly give it the focus.”

I ask him, tongue in cheek, how 
much of Living with the Trotts is a 
case of art imitating life? (I’m think-
ing of the time Cinnamon penned the 
“balletic tour de force” Duck River 
after borrowing Black Swan, Billy 
Elliot and Flashdance from VideoEzy, 
curious whether Alan has a script 
tucked away in a drawer.)

He laughs: “Yes, a storyline can be 
based on something personal. But 
that’s a trap because then people 
presume you’re as crappy a handy-
man as Neville is – which happens 
to be true!” 

“The surprising thing is, after the 
initial enthusiasm when you seem to 
have any number of things around 
you to draw from, I always imagined 
it would get easier and easier. But 
it doesn’t actually. It gets harder as 
time goes on.”

Which brings us to his decision to 
end the popular chronicles.

“Everything has it’s own life. I’ve 
probably been finding it harder to 
write the Trotts over the past 12 
months. When I looked back and 
realised I had been doing it for eight 
years – about 90 episodes – I just felt 
the time was right for something 
new.”

‘Something new’ is something of a 
tonic for creative people. 

Along with various literary proj-
ects, (he’s written novel The Gentle 
Art of Tossing and had short stories 
published) Alan’s quick wit and stel-
lar performances with a guitar are 
well known to Warrandyte Theatre  
Company audiences. 

“It was a very Sunday-school-con-
cert concept when I started perform-
ing in the Follies 30 years ago. With  

some awful things, some 
quaint things, and every now and 
then a good thing which sparkled by 
comparison. But it had a real naïve 
charm about it that I always liked,” 
he recalls.

The amateur production was Alan’s 
introduction to performing on stage. 

Low-key, he characterises his Fol-
lies involvement over three decades 
more or less by saying he “got quite 
good at writing silly songs”.

However, this belies his visible 
growth as a performer – his im-
proved skills led to paid gigs outside 
of Warrandyte – and as a writer/
director who has created about 100 
Follies sketches and directed three 
productions. 

One skit, which Alan developed 
with the help of his Bushfire Press 
colleagues into the musical Open 
Season, has since been published 
and performed by high schools and 
adult amateur theatre groups.

Follies aside, Alan recently co-di-
rected The 39 Steps and this year 
directed one-act play Arctic Fevers, 
which has likewise been touring 
successfully, picking up awards.

“I wouldn’t say I have remarkable 
insight into theatre,” he says, “but 
interpreting someone else’s work is 
quite interesting. And then bringing 
your own ideas to it – so you don’t 
just reproduce what the last person 
did – I do enjoy finding ways of mak-
ing that work.”

Alan also worked hard at serious 
song writing for a time but “never 
quite cracked” the music industry. 

“I won a few awards and some of 
my songs were signed to a couple 

of record labels. Judith Durham was 
going to take one and record it as 
the title song on her new album; the 
seekers asked me to write a couple 
of songs for their comeback album,” 
he reveals.

“So, for a while there I was around 
the fringe. Unfortunately, it all just… 
fell over. Still, it was very enjoyable 
while it lasted.”

When he’s not doing “fun stuff” (or 
getting behind a microphone as an 
emcee) Alan works as a copywriter 
and creative director who has run 
small ad agencies. 

And though he no longer lives 
locally, the Trotts author remains 
attached to the township he credits 
with unearthing his writer-self. 

“I actually started out in economics 
but switched to advertising just be-
fore moving to Warrandyte,” he says.

“When my family and I arrived here 
some 30 years ago, everything gelled. 
You could say Warrandyte has been 
the inspiration for my creative side, 
because it gave me a sense of be-
longing I hadn’t experienced before.”

He talks of living in Balwyn before 
the shift.

“Not long after my wife Jan and 
I had our first child, we went to 
Edinburgh for a time. It was terrific; 
we felt a real sense of community. 
Then we came back to Balwyn, to 

a life of peering over 5-foot fences 
pretending you couldn’t see your 
neighbours, because that would be 
intrusive.”

He laughs: “We used to get mail 
from people in Scotland, but some 
of it accidentally ended up at the 
house opposite. Our neighbours 
kept posting the letters back to Ed-
inburgh! And we thought - this is not 
a community.” 

When they eventually bought 
Stonygrad, (a North Warrandyte 
stone pile, hand built by sculptor 
Danila Vassilieff) the Cornells found 
themselves part of a genuine circle.

“We met all these wonderful people 
through schools, groups, and the 
theatre company of course.”

He mentions the enjoyment of 
seeing his characters come to life 
each month through one of these 
“wonderful people”, Diary cartoonist 
and Living with the Trotts illustrator, 
Jock Macneish.

“Usually, you have an idea and 
when you pass it on you hope to see 
it made bigger. And that’s exactly 
what happened under Jock’s expert 
care”, says Alan. 

I wonder if the Trotts will ever 
return. (Imagine the travel stories… 
Gran bellowing on about the virtue of 
seeking adventure before dementia!)

“Probably not, but they could. I’m 
not purposefully driving them off 
a cliff or anything like that, so you 
never know,” he says.

Meanwhile, Trotts fans will be 
happy to know the little family is 
being immortalised in a book, to be 
launched locally next month (see ad 
for details).

Before talking future plans, I ask 
Alan what he has learned from the 
Trotts’ antics over the years.

“That we’re one big happy family 
here in Warrandyte. And that writing 
a column in the Diary is like riding a 
bicycle - you better be wearing a bike 
helmet because every now and then 
you’re going to crash,” he replies, 
true to his comic nature.

As to what’s next…
“Now that I have a bit more time, 

I might look at further directing. I’ll 

also keep doing a column for the 
Diary, something along the lines 
of ‘children’s stories written for 
adults’,” he says. “I think parents 
like to read something bright to their 
children but at the same time enjoy 
the language.” 

Wilful and wickedly funny, the 
Trotts have left our building.

We leave you with an earlier mem-
ory of the Diary’s most loveable 
weekend warrior cocking up a camp-
ing trip in The Man from Yarra River.

Neville, Narelle, Cinnamon, Jasper 
and Gran, you will be very much 
missed.

Giving us the Trotts
Not since the Diary informed Trotts fans 
that Neville was having his bits removed by 
a specialist from Malvern has news been 
as painful to report. Alas, the man behind 
Living with the Trotts, Alan Cornell, is closing 
the chapter on his fictional family. CHERIE 
MOSELEN talks to Alan about his writing life, 
and asks: what’s next? 

Now Neville faced the mo-
ment he’d been dreading all 
along –

His reversing skills were 
tentative at best –

But if he used his mirrors 
and he took it very slowly

He was sure that he was 
equal to the test.

With an eye out for obstruc-
tions he slipped into reverse –

Just a bin to be avoided at 
the side.

He watched it all the way as 
the van crept slowly back

And could not have struck 
it cleaner if he tried.

But at last the job was fin-
ished and to Neville’s great 
relief

They were battened down 
before it started raining.

The kids had pitched their 
tents and Narelle had filled 
the fridge

And Gran was at the office 
desk complaining.

Yes God was in his heaven 
and the Trotts were in theirs 
too,

Till there came a gentle tap-
ping on the door

And the ranger said, “I’m 
sorry but you’re going to 
have to move,

You’re supposed to be in 
number forty-four!”

READERS ARE INVITED TO THE OFFICIAL BOOK LAUNCH AT THE WARRANDYTE LIBRARY ON NOVEMBER 11 FROM 6-7.30PM

Jock Mackneish and Alan Cornell, the dynamic duo behind Living With The Trotts
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The Yarra’s colours  
(of love)

The Yarra is running silver today, and it’s hurrying on its merry way.
And dancing, skipping round coppery rocks that are steadfastly trying to make it stop. 

The sun is glistening over its clear water, like the diamonds in the ring he bought her. 
It is shining brightly in the clear blue sky as the white cotton clouds go scurrying by.

The soft brown swallow flits around and around, singing in tune with the rivers sounds. 
The wattles have golden fluff balls all over and there is the purple of the hardenbergia. 

What beautiful colours to behold in this days story being told.
Tomorrow is another day and its days colours may have a different say. 

How lucky I am to see each one and to live to see more colours in each setting sun.

But what colour is love, I hear you ask – 
why it’s the colour of all the days stories over many years past.

By KAY SINCLAIR 

ARRANDYTE Youth 
Theatre has carried 
on the Warrandyte 
Theatre Company’s 
success with David 

Ives’ plays by performing a further 
five brilliant sketches from this zany 
US playwright.  A cast of seven up-
and-coming actors held us in fits of 
mirth with a highly professional and 
entertaining production.

Arabian Nights opened the eve-
ning. Norman (Matt Wallace), a 
tourist in the Middle East, enters 
Floras’s (Ruby Moxey-Fithall) sou-
venir shop accompanied by an in-
terpreter (Lawrence Phelan) totally 
unnecessary as both Norman and 
Flora speak English, and Norman 
has the hots for Flora. The humour 
is in the interpreter whose wrong 
translations elevate what should 
be a simple dialogue to the absurd. 
Well done all three performers.

Variations on the Death of Trotsky 
depicts alternative scenarios on the 
day of demise of this Russian Rev-
olutionary who has an axe sticking 
out of his head. Leon Trotsky (Jon 
Italiano) and Mrs Trotsky (Eloise 
Thompson) play their parts bril-
liantly with convincing Russian 
accents. A degree of humour to this 
tragic situation comes from Ramon 
Mercador (Jared Smith) playing the 
Spanish gardener assassin com-
plete with sombrero.

Enigma Variations is a complex 
double-take déjà-vu nightmare 
cleverly performed by two identical 
Dr William W Williams’ (Lawrence, 
Matt) and two identical Bebe W 
W Doppel-gänglers (Lydia Phelan, 
Ruby). A trans-sexual secretary 
Fifi is too-realistically portrayed 
by Jared.

Sure Thing gets my award for the 

Five of the best from 
Pictures STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Pictures BILL HUDSON-MCAULEY
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WTC triumphs
By SAMMI TAYLOR
WARRANDYTE Theatre Company 
has triumphed in 2015, winning big 
at festivals and award nights across 
the state.

The 2015 theatre season has prov-
en successful for the WTC once again 
with high ticket sales, sold out shows 
and numerous awards and accolades 
collected along the way. 

The WTC toured their one act plays 
around Victoria, performing at The 
Mount Players One Act Play Festival 
in Macedon and the Gemco One 
Act Play Festival in the Dandenong 
Ranges.

Arctic Fevers, written by Seaton 
Kay-Smith and directed by WTC’s 
own Alan Cornell, swept the floor 
with the competition picking up 
awards wherever it travelled. 

Alan received the award for Best 
Director at The Dandenong Ranges 
One Act Play festival, while WTC 
actors Jon Italiano and Tony Clayton 
won Best Supporting Actor and Best 
Actor (Runner Up) respectively. 

Arctic Fevers continued to impress 
at the Macedon Festival, where Tony 
Clayton was named Best Actor in a 
One Act Play, triumphing over actors 
and theatre companies from all over 
Victoria. 

The Warrandyte Theatre Company 
doesn’t appear to be slowing down 
any time soon, either. 

Youth Theatre has just wrapped up 
a series of their own one act plays 
(reviewed in this Diary on Page 18) 
and Yasmina Reva’s “dramatic and 
dramatically funny” The God of Car-
nage will be performed by the WTC 
over select dates in November and 
December.

You can find more information 
on upcoming dates, seasons and 
auditions at warrandytehallarts.asn.
au/theatre 

By SCOTT PODMORE 
and BRIANNA PIAZZA
EMERGING Warrandyte artists aged 
between 18 and 25 are urged to take 
part in a golden chance to boost 
their career prospects as applica-
tions for the Warrandyte Youth Arts 
Award close at the end of this month 
(October 31).

Applicants aged between 18 and 
25 are drawn from a wide range of 
endeavors broadly defined as art. 
Past winners include a dancer/chore-
ographer, jewellery designer, opera 
signer, architect and metal sculpture.   

The biennial has helped 14 ambi-
tious young grant winners build their 
careers since it started in 1988, as 
well as many others who have ben-
efitted from the award’s mentoring 
process.

This year organisers are looking 
forward to an enthusiastic selection 
of new applicants with the 2015-16 
recipient to receive $5000.

“It’s an encouragement award, 
an award to help promote a young 
person’s career as an artist,” War-
randyte Arts and Education Trust 
president Jock Macneish said. 

“What the award looks at is ‘are 
you likely to go on and contribute 
in a significant way to field of arts in 
years to come?’ The award is given 
to young person with that potential 
and only people who are already 
professionals in that field can tell if 
the young adult can do that. So far we 
have only a few applicants so there’s 
a golden opportunity awaiting all 
who stick their hand up and apply.”

One of the unique features of the 
biennial award is applicants are 

assessed by three professionals in 
their field before a panel decides on 
a winner. Applicants have the oppor-
tunity to take part in choosing who 
assesses them.

One of the award’s early recipients 
is Gabrielle Davidson who went on 
to have a career as a professional 
ballerina in the Australian Ballet 

Company.
Gabrielle put the prize money to-

wards seeing ballet shows in Europe 
and coaching from a Soviet-Rus-
sian-born prima ballerina Natalia 
Makarova in London. She said the 
experience set her a good foundation 
and gave her a good start to her 
professional dancing career.

“The award meant I could get 
coaching with Natalia. I wouldn’t 
have had that opportunity if I hadn’t 
had money from the youth award. 
In dancing you’re always working 
on your technique but if you can 
get as much input as possible that 
allows you to develop and grow as a 
dancer,” Gabrielle said.

Applicants don’t necessarily have 
to live in Warrandyte but it is re-
quired they have an association with 
Warrandyte – for example, being in-
volved in the Warrandyte community 
or previously living in Warrandyte.

Most recent winner Loughlan Prior, 
a dancer and choreographer, said the 
award gave him the chance to travel 
and develop who I am as an emerging 
artist”. Another applicant Ben Den-
nis didn’t win the award four years 
ago but says the whole application 
process was an “invaluable experi-
ence”. He started volunteering at the 
Warrandyte Festival from the age of 
13, helping out with stage manage-
ment. At 16 he started DJing. He said 
that despite not receiving the award, 
the entire process meant he was 
able to meet with influential people 
in the industry and make important 
contacts. Now, as it turns out, he’s an 
ARIA award winning band manager 
(Peking Duk). 

“I personally think I was able to 
have money-can't-buy experiences 
and of course in this kind of industry 
‘who you know’ is definitely a major 
plus,” Ben said.

“It gave me insight into the different 
types of jobs in the music industry 
and provided me with the knowledge 
of what direction to go in.”

Another recent recipient of the 
award, architect and interior design-
er Vaughan Howard, told the Diary 
although the interview process can 
be nerve-wracking, it’s a great way 
for young artists to make contacts in 
their industry and connect with peo-
ple in the Warrandyte community.

Vaughan advises this year’s appli-
cants to think about what they would 
put the money towards and how they 
would benefit from it.

“I think that having a strong idea 
of what you want to do with the 
money from the award, an idea that 
will really contribute meaningfully to 
your chosen practice and wouldn’t 
be possible for you to achieve with-
out the award, would be a really 
important thing to be clear on when 
applying,” he said.

Mr Macneish says: “How, when 
and where assessment takes place is 
entirely the decision of the applicant 
and the assessor. It’s a very gentle, 
supportive process and over the 
six months you see a change in the 
young people who start to realise 
they live in a community that sup-
ports their talents and recognises 
that working as an artist is as valu-
able as working as a plumber.”

The Warrandyte Arts and Educa-
tion Trust is hosting the award and 
this year’s sole sponsor is the War-
randyte Community Bank.

For more information about the 
award call Jock Macneish on 9844 
4164 and applicants can request 
an entry form by emailing Mr 
Macneish at jock@strategicimages.
com.au 

Entries close on October 31.

$5000 Warrandyte Youth Arts Award

Reigning champ: Dancer Loughlan Prior (second from left) with his mother 
Dee, WYAA chairman Jock Macneish and committee person Sarah Wrigley

our youth theatre

outstanding play of the evening. 
Betty (Ruby) and Bill (Jared) meet in 
a café and make their way through 
small talk towards romance. Ives 
uses a clever contraption of an off-
stage bell, which rings often, to allow 
parts of scenes to be replayed and 
re-worded when gaffes or faux-pas 
are made, a device which I often 
wish I had.  Outstanding here were 
the performers’ expressions; Ruby 
being able to alternate between 
adoration and total disdain for Bill, 
and Jared’s “duh” expression when 
he knew he had said the wrong thing. 
This one well directed by Annie 
Italiano.

The Mystery at Twicknam Vicarage 
concluded the evening, a very clever 
spoof on the quintessential English 
murder mystery which had us in 
hysterics. Lydia, Matt, Lawrence 
and Eloise played the suspects, two 
up-themselves upper class promis-
cuous couples including a rector and 
his wife. Jon portrayed Inspector 
Dexter, a bumbling Scotland Yard de-

tective. The company partly missed 
the author’s intended caricature of 
the class-divergent British accents, 
and Jon’s accent, funny as it was, 
was not exactly that of a Londoner. 
But this mattered not a jot, as the 
whole thing was hilarious and we 
all fell about laughing.

Matt performed a couple of orig-
inal songs at the piano.  Congratu-
lations to directors Annie, Louise 
Phelan and David Tynan. Thank 
you Warrandyte Youth Theatre for 
a great entertaining evening.

 DAVID HOGG

HAT I love most about the 
Warrandyte Youth Theatre 
is the ease in which these 
young adults perform. 

They may be nervous, but they 
present as pleasantly confident and 
clearly are having a good time. No 
prima donnas, all working as one 
and supporting each other. Five 
good plays.

Arabian Nights is about a young 
man (Matt Wallace) who attempts 
to buy a souvenir from a young lady 
(Ruby Moxey-Fithall). The transla-
tor (Lawrence Phelan) puts such a 
lovely, positive spin on everything 
the young couple say to each other. 
The souvenir is forgotten, but a love 
match is made.

Variations on the Death of Trotsky 
shows just how wacky the author 
of these plays, David Ives, is.  It 
has, however, inspired me to re-
visit Trotsky. Mrs Trotsky (Eloise 
Thompson) does a wonderful job 
of playing ladies many, many years 
older than herself and convincingly; 
(Lady Bracknell) as I recall; and Mr. 
Trotsky (Jon Italiano), well, I just 
can’t keep my eyes off him. He is 
brilliant.

Enigma Variations may not be writ-
ten today. Hopefully it was meant as 
a send-up of psychiatrists and not 
those suffering with mental illness 
or have I completely missed the 
point? Fifi (Jared Smith) was way 

too convincing as the nurse - until 
you noticed the bump in her skirt!

Sure Thing: My 25-year-old daugh-
ter came with me and could relate 
very well to the variations on inter-
ludes when boy tries to meet girl 
and vise versa. Love life can be so 
complicated.

The Mystery at Twickman Vicarage 
was hilarious and my favourite. 
Midsomer Murders was mentioned 
as the lower-class British policeman 
– Jon Italiano, brilliant again – tried 
to get some sense as to which one 
of the upper class characters com-
mitted the murder. Poirot and Miss 
Marple also come to mind here and 
although I enjoy watching these pro-
grams, the behaviour of the upper 
class Brit never ceases to amaze. 

We welcomed another Phelan to 
the stage, Lydia, and with Annie 
Italiano, Louise Phelan and the infa-
mous David Tynan did a great job of 
directing as did the entire crew did 
a great job.

 BRIONY BOTTARELLI
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Warrandyte  
Consulting Rooms

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943

New doctors  
now taking new patients

 
Dr Olivia Rimington 

Dr Andrew Perrignon
Dr Libby Rochstein 

Dr Esther Ko 
Dr Paul Proimos

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients

OPEN 
Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm

Saturday – 9am to 12pm

Do you suffer from back pain?
Does it affect your normal activities?

DON’T let back pain run your life! 

Here at Warrandyte Osteopathy we TREAT back pain!
Whether it is caused by muscle tightness, joint sprains 

or nerve irritation we treat it all.

Come in for an assessment and treatment and let us 
help you!

To make a booking please call the clinic on 9844 2465 
or go online to www.osteopathymelbourne.org and 

book online.

We also have a clinic in Ringwood, located at 35 
Warrandyte Road, Ringwood. 

Shop 2, 90-92 
Melbourne Hill Road

Warrandyte, 3113
(Next to Ruby Tuesday)

Proudly supporting the community for over 13 years

www.billanook.vic.edu.au
197 Cardigan Road, Mooroolbark                                   

An Independent, Co-educational School of the Uniting Church                                                                            
Educating children from Early Learning to Year 12

Next College Tour: Tuesday 24 November, 10.30am

Billanook/Warrandyte bus extension
Now coming from Doncaster

Doncaster       Warrandyte       Billanook College

Billanook College
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and we will call you back)market

25th Anniversary 
Community 

Party 
FRIDAY October 23rd, 1-4pm 

Level 1, 168 Yarra Street.  
Free event.  All welcome. 

Live music with Stephanie Chavii,  
Lawn Games,  

Children’s Craft & Activities, 
Birthday Cake. 

T is part of the charm of 
Victoria’s Sun-orchids 
that their beauty is often 
short-lived.

This is never more true 
than in the case of the Spiral 
Sun-orchid which I pursued 
with a group of orchid-lovers 
in late September. 

This small shimmering pur-
ple to blue orchid is found in 
Victoria where it is listed as 
vulnerable and South Austra-
lia where it is listed as extinct 
or endangered. 

In Australia, a national re-
covery plan was written in 
2010. The orchid also occurs 
in New Zealand in the far 
north island where it is listed 
as threatened and nationally 
critical.

We had the advantage of 
knowledge of a location where 
the plants occur along a road-
side scrape in the Black Range 
in western Victoria. Spies 
had been keeping watch and 
reported some were about 
to bloom. But the weather 
had to cooperate as well, and 
the previous days had been 
remarkably cold. 

On the appointed day the 
forecast was for a warm day. 
Heading to the site was the 
first priority even though we 
thought the sun might not yet 
have worked its magic. In fact, 
upon arrival a single yellowish 
bud with crimson veins was 
loosening its petals on one 
of several plants we found. 
The rich mauve inside of the 
petals and the bright yellow 

apex of the column began to 
show. With this encourage-
ment the group stayed on for 
about 25 minutes while this 
single bloom reached its full 
glory (photo right). I could not 
count the number of photos 
that were taken. 

It’s hard to overstate the 

excitement amongst us all as 
many of us had been search-
ing for this plant for years, and 
although the distinctive curli-
cue leaf and sometimes buds 
had been found, few of us had 
seen an actual bloom. Later 
that day when we checked 
again, the flower was nearly 

closed and unlikely to open 
again. These shy flowers often 
self pollinate without opening 
at all. 

However, it may not be 
necessary to travel far from 
Warrandyte for beautiful sun 
orchids. The Flora of Warran-
dyte listed six species and a 

hybrid in 1999, although few 
are commonly found now. 

One of these is the comely 
yellow Rabbit-ear Sun-orchid 
(photo centre), so-called be-
cause of the dark red earlike 
projections on the column at 
the centre of the flower. It is 
one of the earliest blooming 

sun-orchids in the spring 
often scattered in profusion 
where it grows. It is always a 
welcome sight even though 
it is common in Victoria, 
South Australia and southern 
Western Australia. Although 
it occurred at Fourth Hill in 
Warrandyte in 1975 it has 
not been seen there in recent 
times. You will have to go 
further afield in early spring.

Another one from the list is 
the Salmon Sun-orchid (photo 
left). This salmon-pink beauty 
was also photographed in 
Fourth Hill for the Flora of 
Warrandyte but has not been 
reported recently. 

The majority of Sun-orchids 
seen around Warrandyte 
will have pale to bright blue 
flowers such as the Slender 
Sun-orchid. This name may be 
applied to a group of about six 
similar species. This group of 
sun-orchids is listed as scat-
tered and secure. 

If you are very lucky you 
may also see the larger Spot-
ted sun-orchid (photo top 
centre) as in the photo above. 
It and the closely related 
Rush-leaf sun-orchid are listed 
as localised and endangered 
in the district.

The sun-orchids occur in 
grassy dry forests. I won-
der how many are hidden 
away, undetected on private 
properties near Warrandyte. 
Although sun-orchids can 
tolerate slashing the timing 
and frequency of slashing 
is critical. If you are lucky 
enough to have sun-orchids 
on your property, especially 
some other than the Slender 
Sun-orchid group, it would be 
wise to seek advice on how 
best to protect them.  

nature
By LINDA ROGAN

Ephemeral beauty of Sun-orchids 

MANNINGHAM council continues upgrading 
recreation and community facilities in Won-
ga Park with four major projects (totalling 
$979,000) underway.

Principle pedestrian network
As part of Council’s Principal Pedestrian 

Network, the footpath along the western 
side of Yarra Road is being upgraded (al-
most $300,000) to ensure better access from 
Launders Avenue (and Wonga Park Village 
shops) to Jumping Creek Road and beyond. 
These works will also include a pedestrian 
refuge to enable safer crossing of Yarra 
Street and easier access to the school cross-
ing on Jumping Creek Road, which serves 
the Yarra Road Primary School students and 
parents.

Wonga Park Reserve
Local sporting clubs will soon have greater 

access to the Wonga Park Reserve with work 
commencing on the installation of flood-
lighting.

More than $244,000 has been allocated 
to install floodlighting at the Wonga Park 
Reserve Oval No.1 in Launders Avenue, 
which is the winter home to the Wonga Park 
Wizards Junior Football (soccer) Club and 
the summer destination for the Wonga Park 
Cricket Club. The No.1 oval is used for mul-
tiple sports throughout the year, including 
cricket and soccer and the proposed lighting 
works will require that infrastructure is 
located outside of the oval perimeter to en-
able the current mixed use to continue.

The Wonga Park Reserve precinct is a 
wonderful community focal point and the 
new lights will be a great bonus for the 
clubs to increase their access to the reserve 

and offer more training programs and other 
opportunities that will help expand their 
membership base.

The installation of floodlights is a welcome 
addition to the reserve that also saw the pa-
vilion extensively refurbished in 2011.

Wonga Park Tennis Club
Manningham council has commenced 

work on a $400,000 refurbishment to bring 
the Wonga Park Tennis Club clubrooms up 
to scratch and incorporate disability access 
in and around the building.

The refurbishment is being undertaken as 
part of Council’s Asset Maintenance Sched-
ule (AMS) Program, with additional funding 
from the Wonga Park Tennis Club, a grant 
from Tennis Australia and a community 
grant from the Bendigo Bank. 

Sewer connections
As part of the Sewer Backlog program, six 

council buildings in Wonga Park are being 
connected to the sewer at a cost of $35,000. 
Work started in mid September and all the 
buildings are expected to be connected by 
mid-October. 

The buildings connected are the Wonga 
Park Tennis Club – (included in renova-
tion works of the tennis club), Wonga Park 
Reserve public toilets, Wonga Park Hall 
on Launders Ave, Wonga Park Community 
Centre, Burch Memorial Pre-school/Mater-
nal and Child Health Centre/ Wonga Park 
Community Cottage, and Wonga Park Crick-
et pavilion on oval No. 2 – given the envi-
ronmentally sensitive vegetation alongside 
the oval, works are being bored as much as 
possible in this area to protect the natural 
environment.

Wonga Park on 
the move with 
Council works
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Hi Carolyn. We keep 
h e a r i n g  a b o u t  t h e 
Camino and how lots 
of people are going 
there nowadays. Exact-
ly what is the Camino 

and what’s the best way to ‘do’ it?  
(Karen, Warrandyte)

Hi Karen, the Camino is 
known by several differ-
ent names but the most 
common is the Camino de 
Santiago. It’s a Christian 

pilgrimage route that ultimately 
leads to a cathedral in the Spanish 
town of Santiago de Compostela 
which is believed to be where St 
James was buried, having been 
brought there from Jerusalem.
People walk the Camino for differ-
ent reasons. Since historical times 
pilgrims have walked the route as a 
spiritual quest and to pay homage to 
the shrine of St James, but nowadays 
many people go just to enjoy the 
walk and the hospitality, the food 
and wine and the friendships that 
are forged en route, or simply as a 
retreat from the hustle and bustle 
of modern life.
Interest in the Camino has soared 
recently since the 2010 film The Way, 
starring Martin Sheen, which was 
a great showcase for the beautiful 
scenery and the companionship of 
the hikers as they make their way 
together along the trail. 
While the full challenge and spiritual 
pursuit of the Camino can take up to 
five or six weeks, many Australians 
only have time to experience a short 
section. It is possible to take a com-
fortable, fully escorted eight-day 
walking tour for small groups averag-
ing 10 or 12 to embrace the ambience 
and spirit of the trail, revelling in the 
local cuisine and wine along the way. 
A week on the Camino is an ideal way 
to complement your next journey 
to Europe.

Travel Tip
Make sure you invest in a pair of 
good hiking boots, preferably with 
water resistance and plenty of sup-
port and ventilation. Wear them in 
the months leading up to the trek. 

Our travel expert, Carolyn Allen is 
Manager of Warrandyte Travel and 
Cruise. Contact her on Carolyn@
warrandytetravel.com.au

ANOTHER month, and more fan-
tastic Diary Goes Global entries as 
some of our residents took news 
of a triple flag treat to the rest of 
the planet.

The Walls enjoyed the fantastic 
news of the three wins by the 
Warrandyte Football Club while 
enjoying the sun in Ljubljana.

Elsewhere, outgoing Warrandyte 
Community Bank manager and 
popular local Mark Challen also 
took our Diary to the streets on 
foreign soil, this time in Torres del 
Paine National Park in Patagonia.

Meanwhile, the Diary made its 
presence felt in Europe and the 
UK: pictured are Sarah O’Rourke 
at the Palace of Versailles, France; 
Suzy O’Rourke at the Antrim Coast, 
Northern Ireland; Oliver O’Ro-
urke at the Castlewellan Peace 
Maze, Northern Ireland; and Eddie 
O’Rourke and company at the Cas-
tlewellan Estate, Northern Ireland.

And not to forget, our RAW run-
ners Janette Murray-Wakelin and 
Alan Murray are back in Warran-

dyte and have “finally uploaded 
the 3700 photos we’ve taken while 
in Europe and Asia”. 

“From May to August we were in 
France and Spain, initially at the 
Cannes Film Festival to screen 
the short film and trailer for our 
upcoming documentary entitled 
RAW - the Documentary (top 
right), based on our world record 
marathon Run Around Australia,” 
Janette told the Diary.

“After the Cannes Film Festival 
we started a 2200km walk following 
the ancient Pilgrim Way along the 
Route Saint Jacques in France and 
El Camino in Spain, completing 
the walk in 80 days. The last two 
weeks of our trip away were spent 
in Hong Kong and China.” 

Debi Slinger captured this great 
shot (right) at a temple in Myan-
mar.

 Send entries to info@warran 
dytediary.com.au with Diary Goes 
Global in the subject line and be in 
the running to win a weekend away 
at Crystal Brook Holiday Park.

What is the Camino?

Monk-ey business as Diary goes global

DISCOVER  
EUROPE

From quaint Tuscan villages to the old world opulence of 
Budapest, the timeworn trail of Camino de Santiago to the 
glittering coastline of the Adriatic, Peregrine has Europe 
covered. Join the team from Warrandyte Travel & Cruise for 
an inspirational evening with a Peregrine Europe expert and 
start planning your 2016 voyage.

*Exclusions apply. For full terms 
and conditions, please contact 
Warrandyte Travel & Cruise

6:15pm for 6:30pm  
start on Wednesday 21 Oct
Warrandyte Travel & Cruise,  
2 Webb St Warrandyte

Places are limited.  
Please RSVP by 19 Oct to  
carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au

10% OFF EUROPE 2016*
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The only place to stay in  
a cabin, in a caravan or  
for a camping experience
n Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover  
 ‘al fresco’ area
n Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)
n We host local birthday parties!
n Cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends
n Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!

182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 3637 Email info@cbtp.com.au

What is the Camino?

So who you gonna 
call when the guest 
travel writer stories are 
bare in the Diary travel 
file? Our resident 
travel expert, that’s 
who. CAROLYN 
ALLEN takes us on a 
journey through Chile
CHILE is the longest country in the 
world stretching for 4300km from 
the border of Peru in the north to 
the Diego Ramirez Islands 100km 
south of Cape Horn. Accompanied 
by an enthusiastic group of 
Australians, I recently vertically 
traversed this land of remote 
wilderness to discover a country of 
incredibly diverse natural beauty. 

Cruising onboard the MV Via 
Australis, an expedition rather than 
cruise ship, we sailed from Punta 
Arenas in the south to navigate the 
Straits of Magellan and reach the 
most southern part of Patagonia.  
Surrounded by steep walled, ice-
choked fiords, forests of Gondwanan 
vegetation and wildlife including a 
colony of very lethargic Elephant 
Seals, we constantly marvelled at  
the remoteness that sits on the 
50-degree latitude.

On to Torres Del Paine National 
Park, which is blessed with rugged 
snow capped mountains, glaciers, 
lakes and open plains – truly another 
stunning wilderness area.  We were 
fortunate to see wildlife including 
guanacos, flamingos, eras, condors 
and armadillos.  Each day we retreat-
ed back to our very special hotel, 
The Singular, once a Cold Storage 
plant in the early 1900s, has been 
lovingly restored to its former glory 
and is today a unique luxury hotel 
in Patagonia.

Our journey continued by ventur-
ing north to the Atacama Desert, a 
land I knew little about but it did 
not disappoint.  Our hotel, Alto 
Atacama, is based on an all inclusive 
rate, offering rustic and welcoming 
accommodation as well as exhilarat-
ing expeditions.  It is spectacularly 
located in the lush Catarpe Valley of 
the Salt Mountain Range within close 
proximity to the town of San Pedro. 
The resort blends harmoniously 
against the terra cotta ridge tower-
ing above it.  It is here we enjoyed 
spectacular silence and some of the 
best star gazing on the planet. Our 
excursions included visits to the 
Salt Lake – an eery lunar type land-
scape and home to a flamboyance 
of flamingos, Moon Valley – known 
to be one of the driest places on 
earth where we witnessed a most 
spectacular thunderstorm and El 
Tatio – 4800m above sea level with 
over 80 active geysers.  Just being in 

this incredibly different part of the 
world was an amazing experience 
in itself.  Around every bend there 
was yet another unique wilderness 
encounter.

Chile, a country of rich character, 
friendly, sophisticated people and 
almost unexplainable geographical 

beauty.  I would encourage anyone 
to put Chile on their bucket list – call 
in or give me a call at Warrandyte 
Travel and Cruise.  I am only too 
happy to chat to you and help you 
plan your once in a lifetime Chilean 
experience.   

Chillin’ in Chile

DISCOVER  
EUROPE

From quaint Tuscan villages to the old world opulence of 
Budapest, the timeworn trail of Camino de Santiago to the 
glittering coastline of the Adriatic, Peregrine has Europe 
covered. Join the team from Warrandyte Travel & Cruise for 
an inspirational evening with a Peregrine Europe expert and 
start planning your 2016 voyage.

*Exclusions apply. For full terms 
and conditions, please contact 
Warrandyte Travel & Cruise

6:15pm for 6:30pm  
start on Wednesday 21 Oct
Warrandyte Travel & Cruise,  
2 Webb St Warrandyte

Places are limited.  
Please RSVP by 19 Oct to  
carolyn@warrandytetravel.com.au

10% OFF EUROPE 2016*
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Will I have 
a home here in 

the future?   
facebook.com/warrandytecan

Act NOW on
Climate Change

facebook.com/warrandytecan

Warrandyte 
Community Market

Under the gum trees, on Stiggants Reserve,  
Yarra Street, Warrandyte 
First Saturday of each month  
– except January, 9am–1pm.
Ample parking. Light refreshments available.
Enquiries: 9844 4495

Meditate for good health

5,000
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By SAMMI TAYLOR
THOSE affected by cancer in War-
randyte are being encouraged to 
add mindfulness and meditation into 
their lifestyle, thanks to a new com-
munity initiative from Warrandyte 
Neighbourhood House and Manning-
ham Community Health Services. 

The four-week mindfulness and 
meditation course is open to all 
those affected by cancer in the com-
munity, including the family, friends 
and carers of sufferers. The course 
will be directed by local meditation 
teacher and clinician, Bill Spawton 
(above). 

Bill, 62, is a credentialed mental 
health nurse with over 35 years of 
experience in mindfulness, medita-
tion and mental illness. He hopes 
the course will help to improve the 
quality of life of local cancer patients 
and those that care for them. 

“My main aim is to give people 
some tools and opportunities to 
practise meditation in order to re-
duce their stress and maybe some 
of their anxiety and depression. I 
want to improve their quality of life 
as much as possible,” he said.

Regular mindfulness in every day 
life is said to drastically improve 
quality of life. Frequent meditation 
can reduce rates of depression and 
levels of stress by simply elevating 
your mood, improving your ability to 
concentrate and even boosting your 

immune system. 
Bill, who has cancer himself, is well 

aware of the benefits of mindfulness 
and meditation. An increased aware-
ness into self-care in both physical 
and mental aspects can make a world 
of difference, he points out.

“Obviously people who are affected 
by cancer are vulnerable or prone 
to experiencing anxiety, depression 
and stress,” Bill told the Diary. “In 
addition to mainstream treatment 
such as chemotherapy or radiation, 
there are benefits of adding various 
lifestyle components like exercise, 
diet and meditation in particular to 
your routine.”

“We’re not suggesting that medita-
tion and lifestyle factors can be an 
alternative to mainstream treatment. 

What we’re suggesting is that it is 
something you can add to those 
treatments to hopefully improve 
quality of life.”

Emma Edmonds from the Warran-
dyte Neighbourhood House is par-
ticularly excited to be a part of the 
project. The Neighbourhood House 
is hosting the four-week course, 
opening up their space for those 
affected by cancer. 

“It’s great to be able to provide a 
welcoming environment for people 
to get support in a non-clinical set-
ting,” Emma said. “It’s somewhere 
where people don’t have to travel 
too far from home, so it’s not drain-
ing for them.”

Bill is an example of the great ben-
efits meditation and mindfulness can 

have for those battling cancer. He 
hopes he can help others to experi-
ence the same positive energy mind-
fulness has helped him to achieve. 

“It does help me. It’s part of my 
regime of paying attention to my diet, 
making sure I get exercise, and mak-
ing sure I practise meditation on a 
regular basis. Those three things are 
of equal importance to me. For me, if 
I didn’t do those things I wouldn’t be 
in as good a space as I am.”

The four-week Mindfulness Med-
itation course for people affected 
by cancer will start on Monday 
November 9 and will run from 1pm 
to 3.30pm. You can register for the 
group via reception at Warrandyte 
Neighbourhood House. The fee for 
the group is $60.

Meditate for good health
THIS is a book that men 
should read, but probably 
won’t. Breasts seem to be such 
an important issue in our cul-
ture that many a woman has 
been caused a great deal of 
grief for not having them for 
having breasts 
too small, too 
big, too showy, 
too covered, 
too whatever.

And the 
biggest issue 
surrounding 
breasts is 
the fact that 
men feel, 
more so in 
my gener-
ation than now perhaps, that 
they can openly comment, one 
way or another, on a women’s 
breasts. Lucky for them, we 
can’t see their ‘bits’. We would 
have a field day in return!

Julie White has touched on a 
subject affecting many women. 
Her desire to develop breasts 
and then her anxiety over 
her breasts over-developing. 
Boobs, Bras and Beyond re-
veals all of the hilarious ups 
and downs and ins and outs of 
frontal support.  

Julie takes you on a journey 
that is made up of her many 
trials and tribulations, in a 
quest to successfully live with 
big boobs. Through my teen 
years I was self-conscious for 
being too small, my sisters for 
being too large. In my family 
there has been a breast reduc-
tion and breast implants.

Boobs, Bras and Beyond hits 
it all on the head. A very dif-
ferent but good read.

Boobs, Bras 
And Beyond

By BRIONY BOTTARELLI

review
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Far-flung funerals and 
four-footed friend follies

OU can’t plan when 
a friend is to die 
nor can you de-
termine when or 
where the funeral 

takes place. 
Which is why it was to be 

a very quick but respectful 
trip to and from a far-flung 
Victorian country town. It is 
a town five hours away from 
Melbourne so, given our age 
and fatigue quotient, an over-
night stay was essential. 

The first problem was about 
what to do with our dog, well, 
dogs actually. At that point 
we had not only our own dog 
but we were in the last stage 
of minding a friend’s dog. We 
swap dog-minding when we 
and she go away and it just 
so happened that the funeral 
was to be held two days before 
Coco was to go home.

We had tried to organise 
dog-friendly accommodation 
but we couldn’t get any for 
us let alone one that would 
accept four-footed friends. 
The only solution was to leave 
the dogs lots of food, close off 
most of the house lest they 
develop terrorist tendencies 
and ensure that the doggie 
door was not locked.

For me, this solution was a 
problem free no-brainer but 
Herself spent the entire time 
away worrying about fire, 
lacerated paws, legs broken 
jumping off beds, muzzles 
smothered by feather pillows 

and stress-induced, uncon-
trollable bouts of doggie di-
arrhoea. 

The day we set off was a 
train strike day so we set the 
alarm for “sparrows” and de-
termined to set off in time to 
beat the expected increase in 
road traffic. The alarm woke us 
but, somehow, we didn’t seem 
to leave as early as we had 
hoped. With fear in our hearts, 
we set off for the Monash to 
take us over the West Gate 
Bridge and via the Ring Road 
to the road to Ballarat. It was 
the quickest trip we have ever 
had! At no stage were we held 
up. In no time we were on the 
fringes of the city and all was 
well with the world, apart 
from the ever-present worry, 
from the passenger seat, about 
doggie doings.

Of course most of the towns 
looked like the sets for Neville 
Shute’s On the Beach. It was 
8am.

We stopped at Stawell for 
morning tea. Why is it that ev-
ery bakery has won an award 
for their vanilla slices? Having 
questioned the competence of 
the judges, we set off again. We 

turned left at Horsham and 
travelled through beautiful 
wheat and canola country. 
The Arapiles, in the distance, 
shone in the low morning sun. 
And then we hit Natimuk or 
more accurately, we crawled 
through it.

All the Harley-Davidsons 
that weren’t blocking Mel-
bourne’s roads were doing 
that in Natimuk. The main 
street resembled a film set for 
Mad Max - the Terror Town. 
Parking spaces outside the 
pub were reserved for ‘Bikes 
Only’. We made an invisible 
exit from the town and set off, 
hopefully, to Edenhope.

The funeral proceeded with-
out any hassles and as is the 
norm, we all headed off to 
the local golf club for the af-
ter-funeral-bash; drinks at bar 
prices and cakes, sandies and 
nibbly things provided by the 
Ladies’ Guild. 

“A beer and two white wines, 
please.” After much consterna-
tion, a Cab Sav was produced. 

“No, a white please.” The 
next possibility, a Shiraz, was 
eventually replaced by “.. 
something I found out the 
back.” It was a very good New 
Zealand Sav Blanc. What was 
even better was that the glass-
es were filled to the brim. For 
two good wines and a beer, the 
cost was $10.

We drove back to Horsham 
where we found quiet, com-
fortable motel accommoda-

tion. We had dinner at a rec-
ommended pub and I ordered 
foolishly. “Do you want the full 
or half parma?” I should have 
ordered the quarter!

Back at the motel we settled 
down to a quiet night. I con-
templated a stomach pump 
and was about to suggest 
this when the phone rang: 
our daughter on a landline. 
Because of her Telco, her mo-
bile didn’t work in Edenhope. 
Her dog, whom she took with 
her, had escaped during the 
funeral. It was now lost, roam-
ing the streets. He has a name 
tag with a phone number but 
it’s her mobile number and 
guess what...!  That night Eden-
hope streets crawled with dog 
hunters.

At home, the following day, 
our dogs were fine but surly. 
Then the phone rang.

“Yes ... we eventually found 
him. He was taken to the 
pound. He’s OK but I had to 
be taken  to the local hospital. 
A raging temperature, shiv-
ers and high blood pressure. 
Evidently it’s flu A. I have to 
stay here for a few days so 
no school for Blossom and no 
work for either of us!”

On the way home we had 
listened, cynically, to some 
earnest young thing espous-
ing the need for us all to 
have a mental health plan. I 
think an isolation ward seem 
preferable.

ROGER KIBELL

grant mcgregor

love
landscapes

0431 157 025 • 9844 3424
maca.mcgregor@bigpond.com

garden design  
& maintenance
landscaping
sustainable solutions
fully insured

Dr Stuart Turner (B.V.Sc.) 
& Associates

Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill &  
Houghton Rds, Warrandyte

Consultation by Appointment 
Phone 9844 3071
NEW WEEKEND HOURS 

SATURDAY 8–4 SUNDAY 10–12

TOM KERKHOF 

T E L E V I S I O N
Servicing the area for 40 years

 DIGITAL Televisions,  
Stereo Systems, DVDs,  

Digital Set Top Box Systems, 
New Digital Television  

Set-ups

Phone 9844 3970
Mobile 0408 175 274
27 Mitchell Ave, Warrandyte

All types of  
glass, glazing,  

mirrors, shower 
screens

WARRANDYTE 
✷✷ GLASS ✷✷

Terry Ryan
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

A BIT OF WARRANDYTE 
BY THE SEA!

Available all year
‘WYTALIBA’ 

Mudbrick Cottage  
at Aireys Inlet

Set on two acres of bush and  
cottage garden it has three bedrooms  

(two queen beds, two singles),  
a fully equipped kitchen, open fire, 
courtyard with bbq. 15 min walk  

(three minute drive) to beach,  
general store and close to bush walks  

in the Angahook State Forest. 
Available Jan/Feb and all school 
holidays. Minimum two night stay. 

Call Karen on 0425 609 789  
for bookings and inquiries

kibbled

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490  
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L  W O R K  G U A R A N T E E D

COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC REPAIRS

Economical Repairs to:
 TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi, Computers, Telephones,  
 Electronic Equipment, Appliances
Computers: Laptops & Desktops Telephones:
 Repairs, Advice, Cleanup Moves, New Batteries 
 Virus Removal, Wi-Fi Extra Phone Sockets 
 Broadband Installation ACA Licensed Cabler

DAVID HOGG 9844 2360

painting & 
decorating

Andrew John
Managing Director

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au

w: fourwallspainting.com.au

ELECTRICIAN
▲ Domestic  
▲ Commercial
▲ Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979
NO JOB TOO SMALL

REC no. 6161

bradley curtis

Release your stress
Improve your well being

Calm your mind in serene 
surroundings

Classes for adults & children

BHAVA YOGA & DANCE CENTRE 
5a West End Rd, Warrandyte

9844 1128
bhavacentre@gmail.com

Yoga, Meditation & 
Creative Dance

KEITH WALKER
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Lawn Mowing
Garden Tidy Up
Pruning
Handyman Services

0488 553 594
keith.walker24@gmail.com
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You’re in safe hands
PAUL J. GILLING

REBECCA VAN DER JAGT 
B.Sc, B.AppSc, Grad Dip Manip Therapy MAPA

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre 
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566

Member of Manipulative Physiotherapists Association of Australia

Warrandyte Health

MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC
A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning 
muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!

Suite 3, 35-37 Drysdale Road, Warrandyte  9844 5495
Checkout our reviews on Facebook

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

DIETITIAN  
At Warrandyte Consulting rooms

Lisa Mc Glashan APD is now 
available for appointments 

Saturdays 9am-12pm
Diabetes, Weight Management, 

Irritable Bowel Syndrome, Inflammatory Bowel Disease, 
Coeliac Disease

FOR ENQUIRIES/APPOINTMENTS  

0432 026 579 | lisamcglashanapd@gmail.com

ACK home after a 
much-anticipated 
trip to Ireland and 
Scot land,  photo 
sorting has begun 

in earnest.
Ireland is a difficult country 

to describe and it’s certainly 
difficult to photograph, al-
though the landscapes are 
unlike any we’ve seen before. 
The sky certainly leads a life 
of its own. 

Even when it’s not windy 
at ground level, clouds race 
overhead as though they’re 
in a world cup sprint final. I’m 
sure it must have some sort of 
impact on people’s psyche.

Road signs are especial-
ly quirky: “Caution: castle 
ahead!” or “Caution: church 
ahead!” or, best of all, “Cau-
tion: goat on roof!”. (We can’t 
explain it either.)

Irish signs regularly fail to 
mention distances, and some 
of them fail to mention any-
thing useful at all. 

At a difficult junction a sign 
might merely say: “It’s not 

the route that counts, but 
the journey” or quote poetry 
along the lines of: “Silence! 
You are in the heart of Ire-
land’s glorious countryside. 
Look, listen and enjoy the 
moment!” Not exactly helpful 
when you’re wondering which 
of five intersecting lanes to 
turn into! Eventually we real-
ised that it didn’t matter. You 
always end up somewhere, 
and, like life generally, it’s a 
matter of making the most 
of where you are rather than 
rushing off somewhere else. 
Ireland is definitely a state 
of mind.

It seems a gentle, friendly 
place. People simply can’t 
do enough for you, and they 
love nothing more than a good 
laugh. At one historic house, 
for instance, the ticket-seller 
kept us talking for a while 
then gave us two for the price 
of one. 

“Discount for the lovely 
chat!” she said cheerily as she 
waved us in. Later, when nine 
dripping cyclists crowded 
into the back bar of a remote 
country inn, I apologized to 
the publican for the mess we 
were making. He just winked 
and said, “Well, I reckon we’re 
used to that. It’s only water, 

can’t do no harm …” before 
making us a lovely lunch of 
hot soup and fresh bread rolls. 

Most people bake their own 
soda bread. I’ve brought home 
a couple of recipes; one of my 
favourites uses treacle – ex-
tremely yummy with bananas! 
I’m also impressed with the 
freshness of everything – 
seafood, vegetables, apples 
and berries – and we’ve been 
eating like kings.

One grand country house 
that we rode past had a dainty 
sign mentioning afternoon 
teas. Four of us wandered in 
at 11 a.m. to see if they could 
manage morning teas for 
thirsty cyclists. The gentle-
man at reception, impeccably 
dressed for the 1930s, hesi-
tated then said, “Of course. 
You’d have to come through 
to the bar though,” as if that 
would be some type of pun-
ishment. “The Bar” turned out 
to be an elegant conservatory 
overlooking a garden so abun-
dantly blooming that it was 
hard to believe that summer 
was past. Once ensconced, we 
couldn’t stop at tea, especially 
when fresh scones and home-
made berry conserve were 
in the offing. Cosy armchairs 
cradled our weary bones 

while the scones were baked 
and brought steaming to the 
table. The tea was as perfect 
as the exquisite bone china it 
was served in. The only thing 
out of place was four rather 
dishevelled cyclists!

Encouraged by this experi-
ence, we subsequently parked 
our bikes outside one or two 
similar establishments and 
ventured inside. We were 
always welcomed, and thus 
saw an unexpectedly genteel 
side to life in Ireland, deep in 
the heart of its wildest crags 
and bogs, where fisherfolk 
in tweed caps and waders 
strolled from lough to lunch 
in the sort of grand style 
that’s old-fashioned, homely 
and maybe just a touch ec-
centric – polished Victorian 
furniture, historic photos, 
huge vases of flowers and 
glass cases containing taxider-
mied record-breaking trout. 
None of your modern day spa 
nonsense here! Relaxation 
is more likely to be served 
up in the form of an open 
fire with a couple of sleeping 
gun-dogs stretched out on the 
hearthrug. And, of course, a 
Guinness. 

Oh Ireland! I miss you al-
ready.

our place
By MARILYN MOORE

Beware goats on rooves in Ireland

THE Warrandyte community is invited to 
come along and celebrate the retirement 
of “the Queen of Warrandyte” Margory 
Lapworth OAM, JP on Saturday October 
17 from 5pm-8pm.

After many years serving the communi-
ty in many capacities, Margory is retiring 
from her role at Warrandyte Housing 
Support Services but she will continue 
to work in the community as a volunteer.

The event will be held at the Warran-
dyte Community Church. Finger food 
provided and speeches will take place 
from 6pm to 6.30pm. RSVP 9844 4148 by 
October 14, or david@wcc.org.au

The Light Quarte
Four of Australia’s premier instrumental 

musicians with backgrounds in world, 
classical, ambient and jazz will present 
a concert of original compositions influ-
enced by Spanish, Irish, Greek and Middle 
Eastern cultures.

Saturday October 17 at 7pm for a 
7.30pm start. Warrandyte Mechanics 
Hall, corner of Yarra Street and Mitchell 
Avenue, Warrandyte. Tickets $25 adult, 
$15 concession, $65 family. Inquiries 9439 
0662. Refreshments available.

RSL gigs
The Warrandyte RSL presents Rust, 

blues, roots, rock and a bag of originals.  
Sunday October 25, 4pm-6pm.  BYO 
food platter welcome.  Sausage sizzle 
from 6pm. Band donation appreciated. 
Inquiries 9844 3567 after 4pm weekdays. 
RSL Club rooms, 113 Brackenbury Street 
(enter from Mitchell Avenue).

Grand gigs
Commencing 8. 30pm. Long Gone Dad-

dy’s Band on Friday October 16. Kristie & 
Pete on Friday October 23. Electric Intent 
on Friday October 30. Threezacrowd on 
Friday November 6. Long Gone Daddy’s 

Band on Friday October 30. Also, every 
Thursday night from 8pm Harry Healy 
will be playing in the public bar.

No Lights, No Lycra!
Dance like no one is watching. Every 

Wednesday night 7pm-8pm in the Me-
chanics Hall. $5 entry.

Wonga Park P.S.
120th Anniversary. Open Day and High 

Tea on Thursday October 22, followed 
by the School Fair on Saturday October 
24. The participation of all present and 
past students, families and teachers 
would be greatly appreciated. For further 
information contact 0411 526 699 or email 
WPPSHistoricalCommittee@hotmail.com

Warranwood P.S.
Spring Fair Sunday October 18 from 

11am till 5pm. 1 Wellington Park Drive, 
Warranwood. A fun family day with 
market stalls, community stalls, live en-
tertainment, huge silent auction, popular 
rides and a large array of food and drink 
options. For more information www.
facebook.com/Warranwood 

PrimarySchoolSpringFair.

Community choir
The newly formed Diamond Valley 

Community Choir will perform at St. 
Margaret’s Church, Pitt Street, Eltham on 
Sunday October 4 at 3pm. All welcome. 
Afternoon tea provided. Entry by gold 
coin donations, proceeds going to CAVE. 
Inquiries: 0411 478 111

U3A Ringwood
Over 30 courses available. Exercise, 

music, arts, humanities, crafts and com-
puter. Annual cost $50 a single, $80 per 
couple. Enrol Thursday and Friday No-

vember 5 & 6, 9.30am-3.30pm. Parkwood 
Community Hub, 35-39 Tortice Drive, 
Ringwood North. Inquiries: 9876 2925. 
www.u3aringwood.org.au

Yarra Valley
Yarra Valley View Club meeting and 

luncheon, Chirnside Park Country Club, 
Tuesday October 27. Visitors welcome, 
bookings essential. Inquiries 9722 2697 
or 9737 6203.

WNH courses
Healthy Changes for Arthritis. Eight-

week course combining education and 
exercise, run by a physiotherapist. 
From Wednsday October 21, 1pm-3pm. 
Cost $64.

Meditation. For people affected by 
cancer. Four weeks from Monday Novem-
ber 9, 1pm-3.30pm. Contact Warrandyte 
Neighbourhood House on 9844 1839 for 
both the above.

Monsalvat
Chu Wanghua & Fu Hong – Two Masters. 

Exhibition opens on Saturday October 17, 
2pm-4pm in the Barn Gallery, Monsalvat, 
7 Hillcrest Road, Eltham. Contact Jean-
nette Davison 9439 7712 or 0400 045 856 
or jeannette@monsalvat.com.au

Local nursery
Have you visited your local nursery? 

Come along on Thursdays between 
9.30am and 12.30pm, or the first Saturday 
of each month from 9am-1pm and the first 
Sunday of each month from 2pm-4pm. 
Purchase all your local natives.

AGM
Warrandyte Kindergarten AGM on Mon-

day October 26 from 7-10pm. 10 Taroona 
Ave, Warrandyte. All welcome.

Celebrate with Margory
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DEBORAH BURNETT
0408 027 781

love-your-home.com.au

Colour your 
home and 
your life
FOR those of you who, like 
me are (just) old enough to 
remember black and white 
television, will also recall 
the excitement when our 
viewing world was sudden-
ly awash with colour with 
the advent of colour TV.

Everything felt renewed 
with life, had a sense of 
vibrancy and even the 
lamest storylines could be 
more easily forgiven when 
expressed in glorious co-
lour.

Which is similar in our 
homes. I wonder if you 
have experienced the drag-
ging sensation of walking 
into a room whose dull 
walls seemed to suck the 
very life out of you. Or if 
you have found yourself 
in a space whose colourful 
décor made you almost 
want to burst out of your 
skin because it was so en-
livening.

Colour is such a powerful 
tool in creating mood and 
can be used to great effect 
in our homes. Yet, for any-
one who has visited a hard-
ware store or paint shop 
recently, the almost limit-
less choices of colour can 
be totally overwhelming.

So, where do you start? I 
believe that we each know 
or have a sense of what 
colours make us happy and 
we can always take a cue 
from nature when it comes 
to fabulous colour combi-
nations – think fabulous 
coloured parrots, exotic 
fish, orchids and the natu-
ral landscapes around your 
home.

Like many things, start-
ing small can be helpful 
– choosing a small space to 
experiment or using a fa-
vourite artwork, vase, rug 
or cushion as inspiration. 
It’s always important to 
think about how you use 
the space and the mood 
you want to create there – 
restful, soothing, dramatic, 
stimulating? Do you prefer 
soft, pastel or more vi-
brant, strong colours? 

Natural daylight shows 
the truest colour so it’s re-
ally important to test your 
choice on different walls 
to see how it looks as the 
light changes throughout 
the day. An effective way 
to do this is to paint a large 
piece of board with your 
selected colour and move 
the board. This simple tip 
can save lots of hassle and 
heartache.

Finally, take the plunge 
and go for it. Trust your 
instincts and enjoy the 
process of adding some 
colour to your home. The 
next smile you see could 
be your own.

Deborah Burnett
Home Design Coach
M: 0408 027 781
W: love-your-home.com.au

By VAL POLLEY
IVEN the great 
deal of angst in the 
community over 
Manningham City 
Council’s plans to 

reduce the size of the monthly 
community market, it is per-
haps an opportune moment to 
look at the issue in the wider 
context of the whole of the 
riverbank reserve.

How lucky are we in War-
randyte to have such a pic-
turesque stretch of the Yarra 
River winding through the 
township? Even more fortu-
nate perhaps in that public 
land was set aside on the 
banks of the river, today’s riv-
er reserves, which means we 
can enjoy access to the river 
and appreciate all its charms.

We have the government 
surveyor, Clement Hodgkin-
son, to thank for the layout of 
the original township. It was 
reported in The Argus, 28 July, 
1856 that Mr. C. Hodgkinson, 
Government Surveyor, has 
been up this week, and put 
men on to mark out the town 
allotments while The Herald of 
July 30 added: The Government 
surveyors have been busily 
engaged during the past week 
in marking outbuilding allot-
ments.... Up the river...there 
is a reserve of three chains 
wide running along the bank 
of the river...

 From about 1880, maps of 
Warrandyte display a hand-
written line along the curve 
of the river which states 150 
links on each side permanent-
ly reserved Gaz 81/586. So our 
river reserves date back to the 
early days of settlement.

In those early days of the 
small township of Andersons 
Creek, mining was the key 
activity along the river. Coffer 
dams, water wheels, sluices, 
batteries and crushers all 
occupied space along the riv-
erbanks. A punt crossing pro-
vided access across the water 
before the first bridge was 
built. After this was washed 
away in floods another took 
its place which stood for eight 
decades. Floods often inter-
rupted work, washing away 
structures and equipment but 
the river provided the miners 
with water to wash their spoil 
and their families to access a 
reliable water supply. In the 
main it has been the south-
ern bank that has provided a 
flatter area for various activ-
ities with the northern bank 

providing a treed bushland 
backdrop to the river scenery.

Over time as the township 
developed, the river provided 
a different focus. Even in the 
early days many visitors were 
encouraged to visit by corre-
spondents who wrote articles 
for the local papers enthusing 
about the hill and mountain 
views, the picturesque town-
ship and river scenery. 

By the early 1900s there was 
a formal swimming hole with 
numerous swimming sport 
events and river carnivals 
held as well as other river 
based activities. A Commit-
tee of Management for the 
River Reserve posted regu-
lations that it hoped would 
help restrict damage to trees 
(particularly the wattles) and 
littering. Blackberries and oth-
er weeds had to be eradicated 
and trees planted. 

A large influx of visitors oc-
curred at holiday times with 
camping allowed in places 
along the river. The Warran-
dyte Progress Association 
hosted a visit by the Town 
Planning Commission in 1926 
who, while advocating for 
more tree planting, advised 
against car parking on the 
river reserve (being of the 
view that the natural beauty 
of the river bank should be 
kept intact). 

By the middle of the 20th 
century, local councils as-
sumed management of the 
river frontage. Camping was 
gradually removed and some 
car parking allowed on the 
southern bank. In the 1960s 

and ‘70s the southern river-
bank became enormously 
popular with visitors, espe-
cially at weekends as they 
came to picnic or browse 
the many galleries and craft 
shops which had opened in 
the township. 

Over time since then this 
narrow, fragile, linear river 
reserve has become increas-
ingly busy with walkers, horse 
riders, picnickers, and cy-
clists as well as hosting major 
events ranging from the an-
nual Warrandyte Festival and 
Warrandyte Pottery Expo and 
occasional canoeing and river 
based events to the monthly 
Warrandyte Community Mar-
ket. Car parking, tennis courts 
and children’s play spaces 
have also found a home there.

O how can we ensure 
the reserve retains its 
riverbank environment 
and bushland charm 

while coping with increasing 
recreational uses? 

We have seen the Warran-
dyte Festival grow in size and 
attendance since its inception 
in 1977 and for one weekend 
in March, Stiggants Reserve 
and the adjoining riverbank 
plays host to thousands of 
attendees. Likewise, the War-
randyte Community Market 
has also grown exponentially 
since the 1980s and sees hun-
dreds of customer thronging 
the riverbank from Andersons 
Creek to beyond Police Road 
each month. It is the recent 
proposal to limit the size and 
impact of the market that has 

caused a ripple through the 
community.

There are opposing views 
about the market (this is 
Warrandyte after all). There 
are those who see reducing 
the number of stalls to 150 as 
detrimental and others who 
see 150 as still being an over-
large market. Some residents 
have aired their concerns 
about the continuing alien-
ation of river reserve for hard 
standing, car parking, events, 
equipment, trails, steps and 
so forth whereas others see 
the river reserve as a prime 
place for all these things.

Larger events such as the 
market can negatively impact 
the reserve particularly in 
periods of long drought (such 
as occurred last summer) 
or conversely after heavy 
rain events. Cars and trucks 
parking alongside stalls in the 
market area have led to soil 
compaction with a resulting 
negative impact on the trees 
in the reserve and other veg-
etation problems. 

There have been many dis-
paraging comments about 
the rocks placed to protect 
the root systems of the few 
remaining major trees. Yet 
these are the last of the old, 
perhaps pre-European Euca-
lypts in this stretch of the riv-
er reserve. Once they are gone 
there will be no more large 
trees to give shade or shelter 
wildlife, there is no secondary 
growth or recruitment due to 
the sustained recreation use 
of this area over time. 

Are we really saying we are 

happy to see the riverside 
environment degrade? Can 
we afford to close our eyes 
to damage and despoiling of 
the reserve through a com-
bination of adverse weather 
conditions, heavy use and 
lack of management?

If the community believes 
the riverbank environment 
is important then we need to 
work in ensuring its ongoing 
sustainable future. What is 
needed in this instance are 
actions that manage/modify 
the major events but do not 
compromise environmental 
values. 

Many actions outlined in 
the Warrandyte River Reserve 
Management Plan (2003) have 
already been implemented. It 
is those referring to the War-
randyte Market and that area 
of the riverbank now being 
carried out that have resulted 
in negative publicity in some 
publications. There have been 
many ideas tossed around 
that could perhaps form part 
of a solution including re-
ducing the market footprint 
with only stalls being allowed 
on-site, ensuring stall holders 
sell only local and handmade 
goods and investing some of 
the money raised back into 
the reserve.

The whole of the riverbank 
reserve from Tills Drive to 
Andersons Creek has seen 
a variety of uses that have 
come and gone according to 
society dictates, as can be 
seen from the short history 
outlined above. 

But if we cover too much 
of it permanently with bitu-
men, hard standing, build-
ings, structures, car parks 
and tracks, areas gradually 
become alienated and dimin-
ished. It is a dilemma. Finding 
the right balance between 
popular uses such as the mar-
ket, and the environmental 
requirements of a riverside 
riparian environment, is never 
going to be easy. Especially 
while satisfying opposing 
views in the community at the 
same time. It is to be hoped 
that all of us in the wider com-
munity can see the benefit of 
getting it right. We owe it to 
future generations. 

Join the Warrandyte His-
torical Society’s Yarra River 
Heritage Walk on Sunday 
18 October 10am. $5 (Part 
of History Week).  Bookings 
treasurer@whsoc.org.au  or 
0405 218 277.

Riverbank ramblings: 
Pictures supplied by the  
Warrandyte Historical Society
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Sewerage connection works
Major works are still required to install 
pumping stations and finalise the 
crossing of the Yarra River as part of 
the installation of reticulated sewerage 
to the area by Yarra Valley Water.  
 
While works are being completed on 
individual properties Council reminds 
residents that connection to the 
reticulated sewer cannot occur until all 
the infrastructure (including the river 
crossing) is complete.  It is not currently 
expected that this work will be complete 
until mid-2016. 
 
Council encourages residents to continue 
to prepare to connect to the reticulated 
supply so that delays will be minimised 
when the service becomes available. If 
you have any questions about this service 
contact Yarra Valley Water on 9872 2551.

Have your say on the Draft  
Temporary Community Event  
and Information Signs Policy.

The revised policy proposes to:
• Increase the number of signs for 

community use
• remove signage from non-specified 

locations
• create banners in commercial areas 

and multi-sign displays.
 
For your say visit  
www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au. Victorian Seniors Festival is an annual 

celebration for older Victorians for 
events across Victoria visit  
www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au. 

Meanwhile, Nillumbik Shire Council 
will have a number of events on 
offer during the whole month of 
October including events like a Jazz 
Tea Dance, theatrical and dance 
performance, a bus trip to Abbotsford 
Convent and Guide Dogs Victoria 
and much much more. 

If you would like to know more contact 
events@nillumbik.vic.gov.au  
or visit www.nillumbik.vic. 
gov.au/seniors  

HAVE 
YOUR SAY AFTER  

THE LIGHTS  
AND SIRENS  
HAVE GONE 

Join us for a free information 
session on emergency recovery 
with special guest speaker  
Craig Lapsley, Emergency 
Management Commissioner. 

Spaces are limited so RSVP by  
13 October.

When:  Saturday 17 October,  
 9am-11.30am
Where:  Serbian Church,   
 212 Diamond Creek   
 Road, Greensborough

  9433 3733
  emmatters@nillumbik.vic.gov.au

Morning tea and forum on 
post emergency recovery

Entry is free
Be there at 11.30am 
with your pet to be in 
the running for some 

great prizes!

• Enter your pet in a range of competitions
• animal farm • pony rides  

• painting and face painting for the kids

19TH ANNUAL

Sunday 25 October • 10am-4pm
Marngrook Oval, Diamond Creek

A FREE fun local event for  
the whole family

BRING YOUR PET!

www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au@nillumbikshirewww.facebook.com/nillumbikcouncil

Riverbank ramblings: let’s put it in perspective
Heritage
river walk,
Slab Hut
Open Day
WARRANDYTE Historical  
Society and the award-win-
ning Yarra RiverKeepers will 
be holding a Yarra River Heri-
tage Walk on Sunday October 
18 at 10am.

Join the experts for a walk 
along the river as they share 
facts, myths and tales of the 
river’s history. Meet before 
10am at the foot bridge ad-
jacent the Everard Drive car 
park and you are advised to 
wear good walking shoes and 
clothing. 

Locals are also advised to 
book early as there is a maxi-
mum of 40 walkers, so contact 
David at david_carty@dodo.
com.au or call 0405 218 277.  
Cost is $5, pay on the day.

The WHS is also putting on 
an open day for Slab Hut, a 
great opportunity to see the 
historic building at 2 Castle 
Road, North Warrandyte. Hear 
about its history and discov-
ery. The Slab Hut Open Day 
is on Sunday October 25 from 
10am to 1pm. 

Inquiries: secretary@whsoc.
org.au or phone 9844 3086.
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Words and main picture  
BILL HUDSON-MCAULEY 

ALKER Park in Mit-
cham is forever sa-
cred ground for the 
followers of the War-
randyte Football Club. 

Last month we won three premier-
ship flags in a row there and the 
Warrandyte fans came in droves 
wearing the red and white colours 
of their beloved Bloods.
None were more passionate than 
WFC life members Anne and Roger 
Drew as they witnessed our three 
teams win the holy grail all in the 
space of one day. A thrilling red and 
white three-peat. 
 But Walker Park had more signifi-
cance than that for the local footy 
club diehards. They met each other 
for the first time at Walker Park over 
half a century earlier.
Anne was 15 and Roger 17 when 
she accidentally tripped and land-
ed on Roger’s sore foot, which was 
[wouldn’t you know it] a football 
injury. 
Roger immediately retaliated saying 
his first words to Anne. 
“You so and so, you’ve hurt my foot.” 
The Diary innocently asked Roger, 
“Did you ask her out?”
“No, I just took her out,” Roger said, 
chuckling, who has never claimed to 
be a New Age man.
They have been together for 52 
years now.
“Wow,” gasped Roger. “Where does 
it all go? Life flies when you’re hav-
ing fun.” 
They bought a block of land in 
Mitchell Avenue in 1967 and built 
a house on it before they were 
married. 
“We saved up for the land by having 
three jobs each,” remembers Anne.
They applied for some extra funds 
from the bank so that they could 
build a bigger house but the bank 
manager knocked them back saying 
“there’s no re-sale value for a four 
bedroom house in Warrandyte”. 
The bank manager was proved 
terribly wrong when they sold the 
house for a massive profit only eight 
years later.
“Our babies were made in Mitchell 
Avenue,” says Anne referring to 
their children Matthew now 44 and 
Sarah 43.
“We sold the house to a bikie gang 
and it turned from a house of love 
into a house of sin.”
Roger says, laughing: “In 1978 we left 
Warrandyte forever.”
The Drews bought a caravan park 
in Coffs Harbor and things didn’t 
quite work out in their new business. 
When somebody made them an 

offer, they sold up and headed back 
to Warrandyte, their true spiritual 
home. 
“We came back with our tails well 
and truly between our legs,” says 
Anne. 
But things soon returned to normal 

when they bought their current 
home in Cooks Avenue in North War-
randyte and continued to support 
their beloved footy club.
The Drews have a strong connection 
and commitment to the WFC.
“It’s more like a passion, a winter 

religion,” says Anne. “I can’t think 
of any place I’d rather be than at a 
Warrandyte footy match.”
Since the mid-1980s they’ve been 
involved in putting on meals for the 
players and supporters after train-
ing on Thursday nights. Over the 
past 30 years they’ve helped cook 
over 45,000 meals.
“I know that’s a lot of steak, salad, 
chicken and sausages,” says Roger. 
“But no one has died of food poi-
soning yet and that’s a blessing. 
You know, we were so busy cooking 
at the club in the early days that 
our kids had to come up to the club 
on a Thursday night if they wanted 
a feed.”
They have made some lifelong 
friends at the club, too, such as: Lau-
rie Sloan (RIP), Anthony Giles-Pe-
ters, Penny and Tommy Kerkhof, 
John and Julie Ryan, Laurie and 
Carole Waugh, Joan and Leigh Night-
ingale, Terry and Lisa Ryan and Ian 
“Hookles” Hook. 
“They are all part of out football 
family,” Anne says fondly.
“We also have four grandchildren. 

Emily, Tyler, Harper and Oakie are 
the joy of our lives.”
Roger has also given service to the 
club as assistant coach in the ju-
niors, team manager and treasurer. 
“I’m no good at those committee 
roles,” explains Anne. “I stir the 
pot too much for their liking. I will 
continue being a stirrer and always 
try to change things for the better 
until I’m in the ground.
“I get so passionate when I think 
about our young footballers that 
I could cry,” she adds. “The club 
gives them something positive to 
do and sets them up for life. They 
learn about social skills, mateship 
and connection. I feel like they’re 
all my children.”
Roger laughs. “At least they get a 
decent feed on a Thursday night.” 
“I was so proud to watch 90 young 
men receive their premiership med-
als a few weeks ago,” Anne says. “It 
was a great day and for Roger and 
I - it was really special that it all hap-
pened at Walker Park, the place that 
Roger and I began our life together 
52 years ago.”

A trip down memory lane

LAURA DOGUET
WARRANDYTE bids farewell to 
Warrandyte Authorised Newsagen-
cy and Lotto owner Wail Hanain 
as married couple David and Be 
Clement take the reins. 

After running the newsagency 
at Goldfields for seven years, Wail 
(a.k.a. ‘YL’) recently made the 
decision to sell. As busy father to 
three young children aged from 
seven months to five years old, 
Wail decided it was time for a 
change to be around more for his 
kids.

 “The kids need more attention 
and the business needs more 
attention, so it’s either the kids 
or the business,” he said with a 
laugh. 

Wail will leave with many 
fond memories of his time at the 
newsagency, from being mused by 
mixed reactions of lotto winners 
to conversations with his regulars 
about their day-to-day lives. Al-
though sad to leave Warrandyte 
behind, Wail will always feel a spe-
cial connection to the community.

“I’ll definitely miss working 
here, I’ll miss the people that you 

see every day - the good spirit of 
people,” he said. “For the seven 
years I’ve been here, I felt that I 
was one of the Warrandyte com-
munity and I’m very grateful for 
all the support from them.”

The next step for Wail is to find 
full time work once the change in 
ownership is finalised. He is keep-
ing his options open but has peace 
of mind as a few job opportunities 
have already come his way.

“There are a few options in front 
of me at the moment, even my old 
boss wants me back,” he told the 
Diary. “I used to work in industri-
al electronics.” 

Although it’s sad to see Wail go, 
it is with open arms we welcome 
new owners David and Be Clem-
ent.  The married couple from 
Boronia are looking forward to 
getting involved in the community.

“We’d like to try and get in-
volved in the community here – 
football clubs, sporting clubs and 
schools.” David explained. “It’s 
important to get involved in the 
community.”

David previously worked for Co-
ca-Cola but sought a change of en-

vironment and saw the advantages 
in working for himself. Be on the 
other hand owns a hairdressing 
shop in Boronia, ‘Be the Barber,’ 
and will be working part-time at 
the newsagency. Working along-
side each other is not foreign to 
the couple as David would often 
help out at Be’s barbershop, an-
swering phones and sweeping up 
hair.

David said Warrandyte is a re-
freshing change of scenery as it 
reminds him of his previous home 
in Korumburra. The trees and 
bushland spark a sense of nostal-
gia in him. 

“I used to be from the country, 
and out here I feel like I’m back 
in the country,” David told the 
Diary.

The couple’s short time at the 
newsagency has been enjoyable so 
far, primarily owing to the friendly 
locals. 

“They all seem good people, 
have a chat, it’s been good,” David 
added. “It’s good to be here.”

Shop local and welcome David 
and Be by visiting Warrandyte Au-
thorised Newsagency and Lotto at 

Goldfields Plaza.

Say hello to David and Be at Goldfields



30 Warrandyte Diary October 2015 October 2015 Warrandyte Diary 31

How to blitz the English exam
AS the final Year 12 English exam comprises 50 per cent of the English study 
score, the experience and feedback which students will gain is enormous. 
Warrandyte High School assistant principal JOE CARUANA offers some advice.
What else can students do to fully prepare for their English exam? Well, Year 
12 students, here are three hot tips: 

 
Read, reread and re-reread all of the set texts. All the students who I have 
taught over the years who have received a study score in the 40s had 
one thing in common – they had all reread each of their texts, cover to 
cover, at least 3-4 times! In order to receive a high result, it is essential to 

know each of the texts inside and out. One reading alone cannot achieve the 
necessary level of analysis that will be required to score an 8, 9 or 10 out of 10.
 

Memorise quotes - it is essential to memorise around 30-40 quotes from 
each of the texts. Planning to write on the play, Medea? Then in addition 
to memorising dialogue, stage directions should also be memorised 
as they too reveal a lot about the author’s intention. The best, most 

elegant quotes are often the very short quotes that get embedded into your 
own sentences.

With Part C of the exam,( Language Analysis / Using Language to Per-
suade), always ensure you are writing about the author’s intended effect. 
Use impressive verbs to achieve this. For example, “The repetition of the 
word ‘hungry’ invites the view that…” or “The saddened facial expression 

of the child, strengthens the idea that...”  
Use a highlighter and highlight every instance where you are talking about 

the intended effect of the writer/cartoonist etc
If you have not highlighted about 70 percent of your piece, then you have not 

sufficiently completed this task! 

By CLAIRE BLOOM
WARRANDYTE High’s Year 10 stu-
dents Tom Downie and Harry Beb-
bington, together with me (multi-
media teacher Claire Bloom) and 
science teacher David Davies, trav-
elled  to Sydney in late August to 
attend the Eureka Science Awards.

Presented annually by the Austra-
lian Museum, the Australian Eureka 
Prizes reward excellence in the 
fields of research and innovation, 
leadership, science communication, 
journalism and school science. 
These awards have been called the 
“Oscars for Australian Science”.  
Diverse categories such as Environ-
mental Research, Infectious Diseases 
Research, Outstanding Science for 
Safeguarding Australia and Scientific 
Leadership are awarded.

School science is recognised by 
the “Sleek Geeks video clip contest”. 

Primary and secondary students 
are invited to enter this contest, 
where they have to explain a scien-
tific concept by creating a three-min-
ute film and/or animation. Tom and 
Harry’s clip explained a number of 
concepts around the topic of Gravity.

As finalists, they won a flight to Syd-
ney with accommodation in a swish 
inner city hotel and the honour of 
being guests at the awards dinner. 
Before the ceremony they attended 
a luncheon at the University of NSW, 
where the Sleek Geeks themselves, 
Adam Spencer and Dr Karl Kruszel-
nicki, previewed the finalists’ clips 
live in a video conference streamed 
to a number of schools in NSW. 

Adam and Karl interviewed Tom 

WHS lads shoot for the stars

Say hello to our American friends at Warrandyte Primary School
WARRANDYTE Primary School 

is thrilled to have an American 
family at our local school who say 
they are “excited by our education 
program” which is very different 
to their children’s education in the 
United States, according to Year 5 
teacher Meryl Teather.

“They have to return to Ameri-
ca at the end of the year and are 
disappointed they cannot stay lon-
ger,” Meryl told the Diary. 

Three of WPS’s Year 5 students – 
Lindsay, Hamish and Angel – took 
time out as roving reporters for 
our Insert Text Here page to inter-
view Meri-Jo Meeus, the children’s 
mother, to see how our American 
guests are finding life in Warran-
dyte.

Hamish: Tell me about yourself.
Meri-Jo: My husband Patrick 

was originally Belgian and lived in 
Europe for a little while, then he 
moved to Africa, then the USA to 
get a Ph.D where I was getting a 
master. My kids names are Will and 
he’s 11, Jo and Tom, who are twins 
and are 8 and all of them were born 
in Michigan. 

Lindsay: What time did you get 
to Australia?

Meri-Jo: We left on December 1 
and got here on December 2 or 
3 but it’s a little bit annoying be-
cause Australia is 14 hours ahead 
so whenever you want to call over 
there you have to get the right 
time.

Angel:  How did you get here?
Meri-Jo: We started in our little 

town of Kalamazoo then we made 
our way all the way across the 
world with little stops all here and 
there.

Angel: Why did you come to 

Australia?
Meri-Jo: Well, it was the company 

that my husband works for; the 
company makes animal medicines 
and vaccines. They asked him on 
January 14 if he would like a job in 
Australia for a bit. We said “yes!” 
six months later in June.

Hamish: Why are you going 
back to the USA?

Meri-Jo: Because his company 
wants him back in the USA but 
that’s sad because we love it here. 
And the boys even say that when 
they’re older they would like to 
come back and visit friends.

Lindsay: Is there anywhere else 
in Australia you would like to go 
or stay?

Meri-Jo: Living, I think Melbourne 
is probably the best and it is the 
most liveable city. We aren’t inter-
ested in going to Sydney but we 
would like to visit other places 
but not this time as we don’t have 
enough time.

Hamish: What do you think is 
the best thing about Warrandyte?

Meri-Jo: Probably the sense of 
community, there was community 

at home but here it is really strong, 
and also the nature - there is a lot 
in Warrandyte.

Angel: What is the most differ-
ent thing?

Meri-Jo: Well, probably driving on 
the left side of the road. That was 
scary but it is OK now.

Hamish: How is schooling differ-
ent in Australia?

Meri-Jo: School kids could not 
come early and play, we had to 
wait in the car and we had to sign 
them out after school. Australian 
results are generally higher in edu-
cation; Australia has inquiry-based 
projects which we didn’t have in 
America. It also seems like WPS 
lets kids be kids more. Homework 
is also less strict as we had it a few 
times a week but only once a week 
over here.

Lindsay: Is the weather cold in 
Michigan?

Meri-Jo: Well, it can be in the win-
ter but I think it is funny because 
in Melbourne it can be sunny one 
moment and the next it is freezing 
and rainy and it can be the same in 
Michigan!

Hamish: What is the most differ-
ent thing over here that you have 
experienced?

Merijo: I like the weather, I also 
like the people here, they are love-
ly and the quality of life is amazing!

and Harry, preparing them for the 
task of getting on stage that eve-
ning in front of hundreds of people 
and being asked a few questions 
about their science production. 
This rehearsal-like experience was 
nerve-wracking enough, but noth-

ing like fronting the 1000-strong 
audience at the awards. Tom and 
Harry found both Dr Karl and Adam 
Spencer welcoming and friendly, 
doing their best to allay the boys’ 
slight anxiousness.

The Sydney Town Hall was lit up as 

the crowd arrived on the red carpet. 
Social Media was alive with reports 
and the hashtag #eureka2015 was 
trending top of the list. Warrandyte 
High was seated at the very best 
table in the hall and enjoyed the 
dinner spectacle. First course was 

a theatrical event with the entrée 
wheeled out and waiters literally 
excavating the food as though they 
were on a scientific dig. This set the 
scene for a top class meal. 

The secondary award announce-
ment was towards the end of the 
night. It was clear the crowd of 
scientists and academics love the 
Sleek Geeks contest. With the clips 
shown on the large screen and each 
student interviewed briefly, the big 
announcement was finally made. 
Tom and Harry came third! It was 
a mighty achievement as there 
were some 200 entries from around 
Australia and WHS was the only gov-
ernment school to make the finals.

Congratulations Tom and Harry on 
this wonderful result. Warrandyte 
looks forward to next year’s entry.
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Get your Bloods 
triple flag DVD
WARRANDYTE Football Club’s 
historic feat of three premierships 
in one day has been immortalized 
in an inspirational new 15-minute 
video produced by the Diary’s own 
Scott Podmore and Lawrence Phelan 
and available for sale in DVD format 
for only $10 through the footy club, 
Grand Hotel Warrandyte, and the 
Diary office.

Proceeds of the sale of the DVD 
go back into the club’s coffers to 
go towards 

additional photography by Diary 
sharp-shooters Stephen Reynolds 
and Bill Hudson-Mcauley.

The day featured three Warrandyte 
teams in the the big one, and all 
came through with the cup proudly 
hoisted in the air. Through video 
and photographs all the action, sup-
porters, triumphs and memorable 
moments were captured. The DVD 
is a keepsake of what could be the 
only time in history the Bloods can 
lay claim to three flags in one day.

For more information email 
info@warrandytediary.com.au 
with “BLOODS DVD” in the sub-
ject line and your contact details.

Redbacks on the rampage at Warrandyte Basketball

Girl power: Warrandyte under 8 Redbacks girls storm down the court. Picture GARETH DICKSON 

By MICHAEL DI PETTA
AFTER the magnificent season for 
Warrandyte Football Club that re-
sulted in an extremely rare triple 
premiership feat, the best and fair-
est celebration was certainly one to 
remember. Held at the clubrooms 
on September 26, the count was 
almost as memorable as the season 
itself.

Young star James Appleby took 
the seniors best and fairest award 
from older brother Tom by just one 
vote, holding on to win an incredi-
bly dramatic count.

James, who played just 12 games 
(missing the last six games of the 
regular season due to a leg frac-
ture), polled enough early votes 
to hold off brother Tom, who also 
played only 12 games. 

A late season charge by Tom was 
not enough to chase down younger 
brother James, who capped off 
a superb season by also placing 
fourth in the EFL Division 4 Chan-
dler Medal count. Midfield star 
Chad Gauci and hard running Tim 
Hookey tied for third place, just be-
hind the Appleby brothers.

In the reserves, a stellar season 
from Charles Johnstone saw him 
run away with the honours, taking 
the best and fairest comfortably 
after polling in 16 out of 18 games. 
Second place was awarded to mile-
stone goalkicker Gareth Hitchman, 
whose hundred-goal season saw 
him take runner-up ahead of Toby 
Versteegen in third.

For the Under 19s, hard work-
ing defender Astan Ure won the 
best and fairest, reward for effort 
after a terrific year running off 
half back. Just behind was Nikoda 
Brooking and third place went to 

Josh Howarth.
In a terrific year for club goal 

kicking, Ashley Froud was present-
ed with the Ron Wilson medal for 
the highest goal tally in the senior 
side. The dominant nature of the 
Bloods seniors was illustrated in 
the EFL Division 4 team of the year, 
in which eight Bloods players were 
nominated for. Dangerous for-
wards Ash Froud and Luke Dunn 
were named, midfielders Ross 
Ansaldi, James Appleby and Chad 
Gauci were also selected, along 
with ruckman David Hand, skipper 
Tom Naugthin and Daniel Toohey.

In other club news, 250 spec-
tators were present to witness 
Tom Naughtin, the captain of the 
seniors, become inducted as a life 
member of the club.

Naughtin, affectionately known 
as “Tuckers” was named the cap-
tain of the EFL Division 4 team this 
season and his tireless efforts both 
on the field as a leader and behind 
the scenes at the club were justly 
recognised.

Looking forward now becomes 
crucial for the Bloods with the ac-
quisition of new talent most import-
ant heading into Division 3. Presi-
dent Stephen Bell assures us while 
names can’t yet be announced, the 
club is looking for key players all 
over, with Eltham and Airport West 
potentially offering recruitment 
opportunities. 

Furthermore, the Bloods look set 
to retain the same coaching staff 
who led them to the three flags, 
including EFL Division 4 coach of 
the year Michael Tout, who is sure 
to keep the club in good stead as 
they find their feet in the higher 
division.

She’ll be Apples

Brothers in arms: James and Tom Appleby were the best for Warrandyte seniors.

Check out our DVD trailer 
www.warrandytediary.com.au
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with CHRIS SHARP

By TONY HONEYBORNE
IN the best result for the club in 
some time, the juniors took out 
four flags and the seniors another 
in the Eastern Region Tennis Winter 
Season grand finals last month.The 
juniors were at the courts early on 
a cool and cloudy day with spots of 
drizzle, but nothing could dampen 
the enthusiasm as players warmed 
up for the battle that lay ahead. 

At Taroona Avenue things were 
extremely close throughout the 
morning and the matches could 
have gone either way as the final sets 
started, but the three Warrandyte 
teams playing home finals held their 
nerve and prevailed. 

Over at Coleman Road the JDC3 
team started strongly and quickly 
saw off resistance from the visitors 
but the Boys 7 team were jumped 
early and couldn’t get back into the 
match, finishing worthy runners-up.

After the morning’s action, the 
seniors Section 1 team delivered a 
strong performance led by captain 
Tristan Jackson and took the singles 

doubles flag in a comprehensive win.
Final results:
Juniors
Warrandyte Boys 6 defeated Heath-

mont by 4 games  4:34 to 4:30
Warrandyte Boys 7 defeated by 

Nunawading 2:26 to 6:46
Warrandyte Boys 15 defeated Ring-

wood Catholic 5:36 to 3:35
Warrandyte Girls 3 defeated North 

Balwyn 4:28 to 2:23
Warrandyte JDC3 defeated Burnt 

Bridge 3:18 to 0:6
Seniors
Warrandyte Singles/Doubles Sec-

tion 1  defeated Ringwood 5-8:55 
to 1-3:45
BSD15 (Bottom): Ethan Stark, Nich-
olas Smith, James Termorshuizen, 
Blake Haslam, Sebastian Stark.
GSD3: (Top) Ruby Bradford, Megan 
Wiltshire, Erin Theodore, Victoria 
Wain. JDC3: (Left) Daniel Mizzi, Zac 
Hanrahan, Leo Simo-Orgonas
BSD6: (Below) Brendan Woods , 
Liam Honan, Ryan Rota, Matthew 
Neil. Seniors: (Below left) Matt, cap-
tain Tristan (centre back), Stewart 
and Michael. 

Flag bonanza at WTC 

When you lose 
that motivation
WHETHER it’s to look good 
for Summer, a special event or 
you just want to improve your 
fitness and overhaul your diet, 
keep your end goal in mind. 

Write it down, stick it on your 
wall, lock it in as your screen 
saver, just get it out there so you 
can visualise what you want. 
And before you know it you’ll 
overcome your motivational 
road block.
Grocery shopping

If being healthy isn’t coming 
naturally to you, it’s time to fine-
tune your kitchen cupboards. 
Head to the supermarket (on a 
full stomach) and buy all your 
ingredients from the fresh fruit, 
veg and meat sections only.

Now take your fresh produce 
home and start planning your 
meals for the week. The more 
you allow yourself to eat out 
the more you’ll be tempted by 
the naughty options, which is 
not ideal.
Lock in workouts

Book your classes, or PT 
sessions in advance, or make 
concrete plans with a friend to 
walk or run; either way just by 
locking your activity in you’ll be 
more likely to follow through.
‘De-intensity’

If you’re feeling tired, and the 
thought of exercising makes 
you anxious, have a look at how 
hard you’re exercising and aim 
to take the intensity out of each 
of these areas (might even be 
time to look at your work/life 
balance, too). Low-intensity 
workouts each day are always 
better than one or two intense 
workouts each week. 

It’s all about steadily improv-
ing and changing it up. It’s 
important to feel good about 
exercise and not put too much 
pressure on yourself. Soak in 
how you feel after you’ve done 
it and remember that feeling. 
You should be proud.
Do what you love

If running isn’t your thing, it’s 
simple. Don’t run! Only spend 
time going to classes and do-
ing exercises you enjoy. Chat 
to your PT and tell them what 
you like and don’t like doing. 
No one wants to do things they 
hate, especially when it comes 
to exercising. 
Craving it? Have it

Just not all of it. So if you’re 
desperately needing ice cream 
or hot chips, just have it. No, 
really. But there’s a catch — try 
to limit it to a bite, spoonful or 
a couple of chips, or a row of 
chocolate instead of the whole 
block. Better still, look up and 
find some healthy recipes for 
snacks you can prepare.  All 
you need is the taste to get you 
through your cravings. Just 
be sure to stop yourself from 
devouring too much of the bad 
stuff.
Falling off the wagon is OK

No one is perfect. Remember 
that. It’s all about getting back 
on. Even if it’s a day/week/
month later. There is never a 
bad time to start again.

Call Chris 9844 0768 or visit
www.rivvapt.com.au

Josh Howarth.
In a terrific year for club goal 

kicking, Ashley Froud was present-
ed with the Ron Wilson medal for 
the highest goal tally in the senior 
side. The dominant nature of the 
Bloods seniors was illustrated in 
the EFL Division 4 team of the year, 
in which eight Bloods players were 
nominated for. Dangerous for-
wards Ash Froud and Luke Dunn 
were named, midfielders Ross 
Ansaldi, James Appleby and Chad 
Gauci were also selected, along 
with ruckman David Hand, skipper 
Tom Naugthin and Daniel Toohey.

In other club news, 250 spec-
tators were present to witness 
Tom Naughtin, the captain of the 
seniors, become inducted as a life 
member of the club.

Naughtin, affectionately known 
as “Tuckers” was named the cap-
tain of the EFL Division 4 team this 
season and his tireless efforts both 
on the field as a leader and behind 
the scenes at the club were justly 
recognised.

Looking forward now becomes 
crucial for the Bloods with the ac-
quisition of new talent most import-
ant heading into Division 3. Presi-
dent Stephen Bell assures us while 
names can’t yet be announced, the 
club is looking for key players all 
over, with Eltham and Airport West 
potentially offering recruitment 
opportunities. 

Furthermore, the Bloods look set 
to retain the same coaching staff 
who led them to the three flags, 
including EFL Division 4 coach of 
the year Michael Tout, who is sure 
to keep the club in good stead as 
they find their feet in the higher 
division.
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By MICHAEL DI PETTA
ALKING the Kokoda 
track presents itself 
as an extreme test of 
mind and body, espe-
cially managing both 

at the same time.
For Warrandyte’s Steve Wootten 

that became all too obvious as he 
made the walk in June of this year.

Less the one percent of people 
complete the difficult trek, which 
can be an eye-opening experience 
for Australians, who learn and really 
get a feel for the sacrifices made by 
the soldiers who walked the grounds 
before them.

Completing the trek with a mate, as 
well as his uncle and brother in law, 
Steve battled to keep food and tears 
down over a journey that touched 
him in ways he couldn’t imagine.

Steve and mates conquer Kokoda Track

By RYAN HOIBERG
THE Warrandyte Cricket Club MILO 
in2CRICKET is set to be bigger and 
better this season, offering a fast, fun 
and active program with an empha-
sis on participation. 

The platform is designed for boys 
and girls from five to eight years 
old, encourages adult and sibling 
participation and aims to improve 
motor skills and cricket know-how.

The program commences Friday 
November 6 and is set to run for 
12 weeks on Friday evenings (with 
a break over Christmas). Sessions 
will last for 60 minutes followed by 
a sausage sizzle for the kids.

For worried parents, the club 
ensures that all equipment is safe 
(plastic bats and rubber balls) and 
is all included. Each week children 
will play game based activities that 
will keep them active, have fun and 
learn about cricket. Indeed, fans of 
the Auskick program may well find 
that they love MILO in2Cricket.

If you’d like to know more, please 
contact Steve Pascoe on 0431 170 
963 or checkout our website www.
warrandytecc.com 

Women’s team 
gets green light
DUE to a very positive community 
response about forming a women’s 
cricket team, the club is delighted to 
announce it will be fielding a team 
in the women’s open competition 
this season.

Games will be played on Sunday 
afternoons (between 1pm to 6pm) 
and is open to girls and women over 
14 years of age.

Jenny Chapman, who was part of 
the last WCC women’s premiership 
team, will coach the side and is still 
on the lookout for more girls and 
women to get involved.

For those who would like to know 
more, please contact WCC President, 
Greg Warren on 0412 368 078.

All set for first 
Trollope test 
WARRANDYTE Cricket Club has 
not rested on its laurels after 
2014/15, laying ground work during 
the off season for a bigger and 
better 2015/16 as the club faces 
the new challenges that come with 
success. 

Additional to the successful re-
cruitment and launch of a women's 
cricket team, the club will be fielding 
six senior teams, eight junior teams, 
four veterans teams and the afore-
mentioned Milo Cricket Clinic.

With the season launch this past 
weekend at the Warrandyte Crick-
et Ground, Warrandyte is looking 
forward to pushing itself to be the 
premier local cricket club in the 
Ringwood District Association. Club 
president Greg Warren enforced the 
club commitment to provide crick-
eting opportunities to all players, 

Hawks are 
ready to roll
into season
2105/2016
By FRANS BROUWER
LOCAL football is over, school hol-
idays have commenced and warm 
sunny days have arrived. Indeed, 
the familiar signs the South War-
randyte Hawks cricket season has 
returned are upon the community 
again.

Lots of kids must have brought 
out their cricket gear and forms and 
sent junior co-ordinator Matt Fasan 
a flood of registrations. 

As reported last month, an Under 
16, two U14, two U12 and one U10 
teams had been nominated, but 
strong interest in the weeks since 
means that there are enough players 
to enter a third U12 team.  

This influx necessitates a burst 
of activity over the next couple of 
weeks to find equipment, coaches 
and training slots, but it bodes well 
for the future of the club at young 
levels over the coming seasons.

Senior and Vets players have 
been training indoors for several 
weeks and practice matches were 
arranged with Richmond (Premier 
Cricket) and neighbours Warran-
wood (RDCA).  

Despite losing their grand final last 
season, the Second XI A Grade side 
received a most welcome promotion 
to Pascoe Shield to fill a vacancy. 
This level is only two grades below 
the First XI in Wilkins Cup, and the 
stronger competition will help enor-
mously when Second XI players are 
promoted to fill gaps due to injury, 
trips overseas and so on.

The Third and Fourth XI are look-
ing forward to a new pitch at Croy-
don Hills Primary School – funded 
by the club and a grant from Cricket 
Victoria.  It is wider than the existing 
pitch, has been extended to provide 
a better run-up for the bowlers and 
is now flush with the surface.

Fingers are crossed that the fine 
weather of recent weekends con-
tinues as the season gets underway.

By CHRIS JACKSON
FLAGS are all the rage for War-
randyte sports teams this year 
and the Warrandyte U16s Indoor 
Cricket team won its first flag with 
its first attempt at indoor cricket.

What was initially a way to keep 
the "eye in" over Winter soon be-
came a serious campaign as the 
club began believing in a flag run. 

Playing most weeks against 
teams above their age group 
proved no problem for the lads, 
who reached the Grand Final and 
subsequently won in a dominant 
display.

Grand Final Scores: Bloods 130 
runs defeated Gone Fishing 81 
runs, in what was a dominant dis-
play when it counted.

Congratulations to: Ben Jack-
son, Blake Reardon, Patrick Gro-
cott, Aiden Prescott, Max Coutts, 
Bailey Bowyer, Harper Oehlmann, 
Tom McKenzie and Tom Jackson 
(pictured).

regardless of age, gender or ability. 
In announcing the launch of the 

WCC Big Buddy program, Warren 
also expressed the intent to devel-
op the skills of our playing group, 
support and nurture young leaders 
within the club, providing a struc-
tured pathway from junior to senior 
cricket. 

The Big Buddy program is designed 
to ensure the club is being as inclu-
sive and welcoming as possible, re-

flecting the community it represents 
so proudly. 

Under Warren's guidance, the club 
is also set to announce the new 
partnership with STOP… One Punch 
Can Kill. 

“As a large sporting group we have 
a lot of young men who unfortunately 
may encounter senseless violence at 
some time in their lives. By partner-
ing with STOP… One Punch Can Kill 
we hope to raise awareness within 

our club and the broader commu-
nity about the impact of senseless 
violence and how we can reduce the 
risk,” Warren said.

The work in the off-season has 
been exceptional under the new 
committee with an agenda to raise 
the profile of the Warrandyte Cricket 
Club’s work among the local and 
greater community, and the above 
programs highlight the efforts that 
continue to be made.

Flags roll on as indoor cricket boys triumph

Cricket for all ages
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By ED MUNKS
THE summer season kicked off on 
AFL Grand Final day with young 
athletes in hot form in the warm 
conditions, especially young runner 
Harriette Glover. Pre-season train-
ing was clearly evident with the up 
and coming middle distance runner 
performing well and winning the 
opening day 800m. 

In the Under 10s category Rhianna 
Cummings was finding it tough at the 
end of the first lap of the 800m, but a 
short drink on the side of the track 
was enough to recharge her batteries 
for a sprint in the final 300m. The 
effort displayed terrific confidence 
and inner belief that Rhianna and her 
teammates, Cloe Woolard (back from 
a sojourn in Tasmania) and training 
partner Holly Hansen, can use to 
achieve some great results.

Shane Mills was back running 

strongly in the U10s and Odette 
Rusciano-Barrow returned in the U9s 
along with older sister Marchella in 
the U14s. The sisters are hoping to 
make a run at the state finals for the 
hurdles event after a strong winter 

season.
The relay season starts in October 

culminating in the Victorian State 
Championships at Lakeside Oval. 
This will be followed by the regional 
and state track and field champion-
ships and the state multi event – an 
event based on a variation of the 
decathlon. Furthermore, October is 
bring a friend month where mates 
can try out the sport for free.

For more information on East 
Doncaster Little Athletics contact 
coaching director Peter Sharpe 0413 
777 107.

High flyer: Under 12-er Emily Stav-
ropoulos (right) from Warrandyte 
launches in the High Jump.

And she’s off and running: Under 
14 North Warrandyte girl Marchella 
Rusciano-Barrow (left) in action.

Spectacular summer opener for athletes

Journey like no other
By MICHAEL DI PETTA

ALKING the Kokoda 
track presents itself 
as an extreme test of 
mind and body, espe-
cially managing both 

at the same time.
For Warrandyte’s Steve Wootten 

that became all too obvious as he 
made the walk in June of this year.

Less the one percent of people 
complete the difficult trek, which 
can be an eye-opening experience 
for Australians, who learn and really 
get a feel for the sacrifices made by 
the soldiers who walked the grounds 
before them.

Completing the trek with a mate, as 
well as his uncle and brother in law, 
Steve battled to keep food and tears 
down over a journey that touched 
him in ways he couldn’t imagine.

“My brother went to Rwanda as a 
real young fella and he left a daughter 
behind,” Steve explains. 

“To watch him go through that 
was really hard, and so Kokoda 
has always been on my bucket list. 
Physically it was a really tough trek, 
because I couldn’t keep food down. 
But I was surprised more about the 
emotional side and I reckon I cried 
about four times in the trek.”

The preparation, and the com-
pletion of the trek itself, exerts the 
human body in an extreme way. Even 
with rigorous pre-trek training, com-
pleting Kokoda really pushes people, 
according to Steve.

“The trail runs 96km and our usual 
walking pace over that distance 
would be 6km per hour. But when 
you trek Kokoda, you go at about 
1km per hour. You trek between nine 

and a half and 11 hours a day, before 
I went over I always admired people 
who have done it.

“I actually lost seven and a half ki-
los over the eight days, I just couldn’t 
keep my food down, but to actually 
go and do it you get this just massive 
sense of achievement.”

A massive achievement it certain-
ly was and, indeed, the history of 
Kokoda certainly takes impacts the 
walkers, as Steve recalls.

“Before you start the trek to take 
you to Bomana war cemetery, which 
is the largest Australian war ceme-
tery in the southern hemisphere, you 
get a sense of what happened before 
you start and everyone on our tour 
teared up as we walked around. The 
war graves are pristine, the Austra-
lian government sponsors the site, 
and it was just beautifully kept.

“As soon as we got there, it was just 
dead silence. It’s a great precursor to 
the trek, it’s an amazingly emotional 
thing to do before you start.”

Furthermore, the stories and rela-
tionships Steve has taken away from 
the trek  tug at the heartstrings.

“You become amazingly close to 
your porter, my porter’s name was 
Randall, he calls me every week and 
I now sponsor his rugby team. We 
send them gear, socks, shirts and 
everything. We’ve also been sending 
school supplies over, my group had 
a Kokoda catch-up a couple of weeks 
ago, and we all put some pens, pen-
cils and things together,” Steve says.

“I’d definitely go back to visit and 
see the village, it will always have 
a special place in my heart and my 
porter will as well because he helped 
me get through.”

However, what really stood out 
for Steve was newfound respect 
and admiration for the soldiers who 
first walked the trek under far more 
dangerous conditions.

When you start, one of our blokes 
fell over in the first five minutes. One 
foot wrong and you slip and you’re 
done. You just don’t fathom how 
physically tough this is and literally 
for these boys it was put a backpack 
on, put a gun in your hand and hope-
fully you come out of it.”

You know that if it wasn’t for them 
this country was invaded, they were 
the last stand. The Aussies never 
used the word retreat, they used the 
words advance to the rear, because 
it’s all about mindset. So I thought 
it would be selfish to go over there 
and crack the shits; in the back of my 
mind I was just thinking keep going.”

Steve and mates conquer Kokoda Track
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