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Bloody rippers
peter gardiner LLB

general legal practitioner
40 years in legal practice

office 1, 2 colin avenue telephone 9844 1111
warrandyte fax 9844 1792
(adjacent to goldfields) peter@pgardiner.com

“The meek shall inherit the Earth, but not it’s material 
rights.” - John Paul Getty

GOLDFIELDS
PLAZA

SUPERSOIL
GARDEN CENTRE

✆ 9844 3329
1 Mahoneys Crt, Warrandyte

OPEN 6 DAYS
Mon–Fri 7am–5pm
Saturday 8am–5pm

$15 DELIVERIES EVERY SATURDAY 
MENTION THIS AD

Paul Jenkins 0418 387 119
paul@truewood.com.au
www.truewood.com.au

YOUR COMPLETE BUILDING AND DESIGN SERVICE

WARRANDYTE Football Club made history in a momentous 

day for the community winning three out of three grand 

finals in front of a jubilant crowd at Walker Park on Saturday. 
The U19s, Reserves and Seniors outfits all displayed the 
necessary grit and desire to record hard-fought wins over 

Ferntree Gully, Forest Hill and Kilsyth respectively.  
For Warrandyte, the Grand Final victories mean a promo-

tion back into Division 3 of the EFL, as well as a place in the 
history books when the ultimate trifecta of flags is extremely 
rare. Picture: BILL HUDSON-MCAULEY 
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home away from 
h o m e ,  t h a t ’s 
what Cinnamon 
was looking for, 
with the empha-
sis on away from 

home.
Not that home wasn’t love-

ly and Warrandyte wasn’t 
beautiful, but you can’t go on 
being the teenage daughter 
in a local newspaper column 
forever.

Nowadays Cinnamon spent 
most of her time on Gumtree, 
a sort of RSVP for sharehous-
es, and it had plenty of them, 
though not necessarily ones 
you’d want to actually live in.

Like the one that slept six to 
a room and two more in the 
outside loo. The one where 
the furniture was in the gar-
den, the plants in the lounge 
room and the sheets on the 
windows. The one where they 
pointed out the rats by name 
– she was only there for five 
minutes but still had a tetanus 
shot the next day, just to be on 
the safe side.  

Places like these hadn’t 
so much lowered the bar as 
knocked over the uprights. 

And now she was in West-
garth, sitting on a couch that 
smelled like a brewery and 
squelched whenever she 

moved. In a house where the 
floorboards bounced like a 
jumping castle. And the damp 
was not so much rising as 
risen, until it hit the cornices 
and started flowing again like 
some sort of internal water 
feature. It was perfect.

She knew it immediately, 
from the garden gnome on 
the front step, the door bell 
that played Sweet Transves-
tite and the bicycles in the 
hallway – a lady’s bike with a 
milk crate for a basket and a 
men’s racing bike with tyres 
as narrow as Cory Bernadis’s 
views on almost anything.

The toilet flushed, the fridge 
had a door and it was so close 

to public transport they got 
up to straighten the pictures 
every time a train went past.

She wanted this house. She 
wanted that room. But did 
they want her?

That was up to the guy with 
the patches of facial hair that 
was trying desperately to join 
themselves into a beard, and 
the girl with the bull tattoo. 
And a ring through her nose 
in solidarity. 

“So,” said beardish guy tak-
ing a swig of Corona. “What 
are you, like, looking for in a 
sharehouse?”

“Accommodation?” tried 
Cinnamon.

“That’s part of it, certainly,” 

nodded Nosering, “but Wazza 
and me like to think of this 
place as not just a house but 
more of a dynamic.”

“A dynamic,” agreed Wazza, 
belching. 

“A dynamic?” echoed Cin-
namon.

“A kind of interactive rela-
tionship on a journey towards 
mutual harmony.”

“Harmony,” said Wazza, 
taking another swig.

“I can do the high part in 
Hey Paula,” offered Cinnamon. 

“Do you like sax?” asked 
Wazza, belching. 

“Excuse me?” she said .
“Wazza plays sax,” said 

Nosering. “It blocks out the 
traffic noise.” 

“Cool,” said Cinnamon, who 
was used to possums squab-
bling outside her window 
which she imagined was pret-
ty similar.

The breakthrough came 
when Cinnamon opened Waz-
za’s next bottle with her eye 
socket. And when she showed 
Nosering her vegan shoes she 
even got a smile from the bull 
tattoo. Before long she was 
sharing a Corona and singing 
along as Wazza played Hey 
Paula on the sax.

Two weeks later Cinnamon 
moved into her new room. It 
was small. There was no room 
for complacency and certain-
ly none for swinging cats.

But as she sat on the bed, 
on the quilt that Gran made 
for her 11th birthday, Cinna-
mon knew why this room felt 
more like home than any of 
the others she’d seen. It had 
a window, and outside the 
window, it had a tree. 

ALAN CORNELL

In the heart of the village.
Workout indoors with your fitness coach at 

the same time as other members, working at 
your own pace. Motivation, dietary advice, 

friendship & fun!

The couch is nice.  
The gym is better.  

How do you want to feel this summer? 
 

Get in touch for 3 FREE sessions

Cinnamon Trott’s home 
away from home
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A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 27km from 
Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, 
in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon 
established its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. 
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young 
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb 
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte 
has been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

SEPTEMBER 
Explore  
the bush

living with
The Trotts

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

IF YOU LIKE THE COLUMN YOU'LL 
LOVE THE BOOK. COMING SOON!
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Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd
Certified Practising Accountants
PO Box 143, Warrandyte, 3113  
T: 9844 2409 or 0412 011 946 
E: info@ptasaccountants.com.au

“We are the accountants who care”

Before you sell any shares or any other capital 
asset that may rise to a captial gain speak to 
us - We can help you plan to reduce your tax.

We welcome business  
and personal tax enquiries.

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery 

stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service 
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service

fully insured – experienced climber

BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years 

•  Natural looking dentures •  Laminated mouthguards
•  Relines and repairs  •  On the spot health claims

to receive your free consultation

Call 9844 4321
www.keepsmiling.com.au
11 Lorraine Avenue, Warrandyte

Jacqueline Bell
Dental Prosthetist

INSIDE

l MP Ryan Smith’s  
petition for bigger 
police presence. P5

l Rockin’ the house  
at movie night with 
Cliff Green. P12

l Our living treasure 
is a legend of the land 
at Aumann’s. P32 

l Sarah Valentine is 
our shining light from 
The Voice. P16

By MICHELLE PINI
AS the flood mitigation saga in the 
Melbourne Hill Road storm water 
catchment continues, communica-
tion between residents and council 
officers has hit a crisis point with 
each side of the debate accusing the 
other of inaccuracies, inconsisten-
cies and misrepresentations of fact.

At the most recent meeting with 
Manningham council, the commu-
nity representative panel presented 
a letter to council CEO Joe Carbone 
(published in the Diary’s August 
edition) outlining their dissatisfac-
tion with the handling and progress 
of the issue, and the conclusions in 
the Community Report presented 
by council.

In a conference call briefing, and a 
lengthy media statement, Director 
Assets and Engineering Leigh Harri-
son outlined to the Diary areas with 
which council disagree with the 
residents’ summation. 

Although extremely detailed and 
sometimes confusing, council’s main 
points of contention seem to focus 
on the residents’ assertion the pro-
cess had been manipulated and that 
the external consultancy firm had 
not acted independently — which 
council denies. 

According to Mr Harrison: “Claims 
that the process has been manip-
ulated to achieve a preconceived 
outcome are baseless. A consul-
tative process has been followed 
throughout.”

Similarly: “The assertion that coun-
cil did not allow for an independent 
assessment of the issue is a misin-
terpretation of fact.”

Mr Harrison also indicated coun-
cil did not agree to provide draft 

reports directly to the residents 
and, although a baseline cost esti-
mate was requested by the panel 
on the upgrade to manage a one in 
five year storm event, it was “not a 
requirement of the project brief and 
would have no value in informing 
the process”.

In the media statement, the issue 
of environmental impact on the eco-
logically sensitive area is dismissed, 
with focus only on the impact of 
nitrogen flows on Andersons Creek 
in minor storm events. There is no 
mention of major flood activity (the 

impetus for the report) or of the 
impact drilling, construction, con-
creting and insertion of underground 
storm water infrastructure would 
have on the whole topography, 
amenity and long-term ecological 
sustainability of the catchment.

Manager Engineering and Techni-
cal Services, Roger Woodlock, also 
sent out a letter to all the residents 
in the catchment summarising the 
last public meeting from the council 
perspective. This was labelled as 
“deliberately misleading” by rep 
panel spokesperson Daniel Drew.

Additionally, a new fact sheet has 
been placed on the area dedicated 
to Melbourne Hill Road on council’s 
‘Your Say Manningham’ consulta-
tion portal. The page outlines the 
council’s position about the issue 
but at the time the Diary went to 
print omits provision for public 
commentary. 

Mr Harrison told the Diary: “Coun-
cil has gone to great lengths to 
ensure a consultative and inclusive 
process through the development of 
the Community Report, and every 
effort has been made to involve the 
affected community in the identifica-
tion of flood mitigation schemes and 
the basis for comparison.” 

However, the fact remains that 
after three years of considerable 
work on the part of council officers, 
the establishment of a community 
reference panel and the appoint-
ment of an external consultancy 
firm, Manningham council has been 
unsuccessful in communicating their 
position and have not sold their 
original plan to ratepayers.

Daniel Drew told the Diary: “The 
representative panel stands by its 
statement of rejection of the so-
called ‘independent’ consultant’s 
flood mitigation report and our ac-
cusation of incomplete, misleading 
or biased information provided by 
council to the catchment commu-
nity.”

For more information on Manning-
ham Council’s Community Report 
visit: yoursaymanningham.com.au

The full statement from both 
Manningham council and the 
Melbourne Hill Road panel can be 
found at the end of this article on-
line at warrandytediary.com.au

Road to nowhere

By SAMMI TAYLOR
IN an era when we can buy products 
and services at the click of a button 
in the comfort of our own homes 
or office, it’s easy to forget local 
businesses are just a short distance 
away. 

The Greater Warrandyte Business 
Expo arrived recently to remind us 
small businesses are still kicking, 
still thriving, and still need your 
support. 

The inaugural event was held 
last month in Warrandyte’s own 
community church with more than 
30 businesses and 230 community 
members participating. 

The expo, as part of Victoria’s Small 
Business Festival, was produced by 

The Woo, North Warrandyte’s own 
business marketing strategists. 

Expo organiser Bambi Gordon 
said after hosting 70 small business 
expos around Victoria for the past 
17 years, it was finally time to hold 
one at home. 

“Warrandyte isn’t just a suburb, 
it’s a community,” Bambi says. “The 
expo was a great success and the 
buzz in the room was wonderful.”

The expo was an opportunity for 
local businesses and customers to 
connect, share skills and services 
and meet face-to-face, rather than 
through a screen. 

“People want to meet the indi-
viduals and the organisations and 
businesses around them. It’s great 

to be able to do that online, but it 
doesn’t replace being able to do it in 
person,” Bambi told the Diary. 

“I think the highlight was the net-
working. You could see the begin-
nings of new relationships and new 
businesses forming.”

Ideas, skills and relationships were 
the most important components 
of the day, as business owners 
and customers attended business 
development seminars and net-
working sessions. The sessions 
were designed to get to know how 
other businesses operate and find 
out what community members are 
looking for.

“We had tradies, professional ser-
vices and hundreds of home-based 

businesses that really haven’t got 
an outlet to break the isolation of 
small business,” Bambi says. “It’s im-
portant for business owners to meet 
other people and say, ‘It’s OK, we’re 
all going through this together’.”

The Diary was one of 30 exhibitors 
at the expo, and our involvement 
proved to be quite a success. 

“It really was a fantastic business 
and community event,” Diary editor 
Scott Podmore says. “It’s exactly 
the type of event our village needs. 
A chance for businesses big and 
small to showcase their products 
or services, importantly interact 
with other businesses and locals 
wandering through, and jump into 
one of the terrific business seminars 
on offer throughout the day. Any 
business in town would be crazy to 
miss the next one.”

And on that not, after this year’s 
success the Diary can announce the 
Greater Warrandyte Business Expo 
will be back at the Warrandyte Com-
munity Church next year. The 2016 
event will be even bigger and better.

“We’re thinking about having oth-
er events occur around the expo,” 
Bambi says. “Perhaps we’ll have a 
keynote presentation over breakfast 
at the pub, or have some networking 
cocktails.” 

For more info about the 2016 
Greater Warrandyte Business  Expo 
visit www.warrandytebusiness 
expo.com.au 

Expo triumph as businesses connect
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Your Warrandyte IT specialist
BACKUP  WIRELESS SET-UP  NETWORKS  CLOUD INTEGRATOR  SMALL BUSINESS  MAC & WINDOWS

Bora Seker
info@bnsolutions.net.au 

0438 072 895

By LAURA DOGUET
THE atmosphere was tense at 8-20 
Keen Avenue as a vacant block of 
land in the heart of Warrandyte went 
to auction on August 15. Despite the 
initial hesitation of the bidders, the 
allotment sold for $2.03 million.  

With Yarra Street frontage and 
walking distance to shops, schools 
and cafes, the property is in prime 
position. The 2.7 acres of untouched 
land has potential for a number of 
uses, including subdivision into 
residential blocks, a spacious family 
home, retirement facilities or divi-
sion into pony paddocks.

Vicki Gardiner from Gardiner 
McInnes said a block of this calibre 
is a rarity in Warrandyte.

“I think it’s unique because it’s a 
beautiful elevated allotment that’s 
been held by the same owner for 60 
years and there are no large allot-
ments [with the option to subdivide] 
in Warrandyte.” Vicki said. “It’s prob-
ably the last lot on this side of the 
Yarra River that’s got that potential.”

Experienced auctioneer Russell 
McInnes reiterated that view, identi-
fying this unique type of residential 
land in Warrandyte as “virtually 
non-existent.” 

Although the long-time owner had 
moved overseas to live, she refrained 

from selling despite many offers. The 
property was inherited by her family 
who deemed it was time to sell. 

The auction for the prime piece 
of land was slow to start despite 
the quality of the property. Russell 
was not concerned, however, by the 
apprehensiveness of the bidders.

“I’ve been an auctioneer for 27 
years and I’ve done more than 1100 
auctions and no two are the same. So 
you tend to find now that sometimes 
they start and then just take off, 
and sometimes they take a while. It 
doesn’t worry me because I’ve been 
doing it for a long time and we knew 
it was going to sell,” he said. “There’s 
an old saying, it’s not where it starts, 
it’s where it finishes.”

A box of chocolates was rewarded 
to the first bidder to get the ball roll-
ing, and it wasn’t long before the rest 
found their confidence. The reserve 
of 1.85 million was soon enough 
met and after a lot of back and forth 
between five potential buyers, the 
property was eventually sold for an 
impressive price. 

Vicki told the Diary that due to the 
planning scheme and strict overlays 
in central Warrandyte, development 
options for this block are somewhat 
limited. Warrandyte prohibits any 
form of intense development, with 

the maximum level off the ground 
permitted being two storeys. 

 “If you had this lot in Doncaster 
then you would be overwhelmed by 
the number of people who would 
think you could put up a 15-storey 
block of flats, but here it’s clear the 

community is not supportive of that 
kind of development so anyone who 
even gave it a moment’s thought 
would’ve been dissuaded from that 
by the council.” 

That consequently impacted the 
number of inquires about the block, 

but the team at Gardiner McInnes 
was satisfied by the level of steady 
and feasible interest they received. 

In saying that, the block of land is 
still one of a kind as it is one of the 
few rare exceptions in town that 
permits subdivision. Bidders were 
well aware of that.

“They were all developers all bid-
ding with the same thing in mind. 
Three of the bidders were locals and 
they were all looking to buy the land 
with the view to subdivide,” Russell 
explained. 

He said the lucky buyer was in fact 
a local developer who intends to 
subdivide the block for residential 
housing. 

By LAURA DOGUET
WHILE some residents are relieved to 
see the end of winter for the return 
of the sun, others are more excited 
about the upcoming boom in the 
property market due this spring. 

The Diary spoke to real estate ex-
pert Chris Chapman from Fletchers 
and experienced auctioneer Russell 
McInness from Gardiner McInnes to 
gauge their thoughts on what Spring 
will bring for the real estate scene in 
Warrandyte.

During the winter months, the 
market experienced minimal activity 
as fewer residents chose to buy and 
sell in this period. Spring, however, 
usually has the opposite effect as it 

is recognised as a ‘prime time’ for 
real estate. 

“Traditionally spring is seen as 
the 'selling season' in Melbourne, 
as the weather gets better, the days 
get longer and gardens look their 
best,” Chris explained. “Locally, most 
years in Spring we see a noticeable 
increase in stock levels which means 
there are more sales, however, this 
also means that there can be more 
choice for buyers.” 

So what can we expect for the state 
of the property market this spring in 
Warrandyte?

Russell said he has had a number 
of inquiries from people interested 
to get into the market. 

“There’s been a real shortage 

of properties in Warrandyte over 
winter,” he said. “But quite a few 
people have contacted us now with 
the view to sell. They want to get on 
the market this Spring.”

According to Chris while the num-
ber of properties for sale is expected 
to increase, it is unlikely there will be 
an abundance of homes to choose 
from.

“This spring, however, early indica-
tors are that stock levels in Warran-
dyte will remain relatively low, which 
bodes well for sellers looking to sell 
this side of Christmas.” 

Both men agree there is no short-
age of buyers in the area, much to 
the reassurance of those consid-
ering selling. Russell said over the 

past four or five months there had 
been more than one buyer for every 
property, despite the limited supply.

Chris expects the number of inter-
ested buyers will inevitably increase 
this season as many have been wait-
ing to see what spring has to offer. 
Sellers should keep that in mind 
when considering when to enter the 
market.

“If you are considering a spring 
sale, our advice is to move quick-
ly to ideally have your property 
on the market in early spring, as 
we are meeting many buyers who 
have been unable to find the right 
property through winter and who 
will be waiting to jump at any good 
opportunities.”

When it comes to selecting a 
method of sale, Russell explained 
auctions were particularly popular 
and effective in spring.

“As we get into spring we do more 
auctions, we find a lot more people 
respond to them. If it’s a property 
that’s going to appeal to the mass-
es then, yes, we’d recommend an 
auction,” he said. “I think more and 
more people understand the auction 
system and are comfortable seeing 
who they’re competing against, and 
there’s no doubt that a well-run auc-
tion drives the prices up.”

F o r  a l l  y o u r  r e a l  e s t a t e 
needs, see fletchers.net.au and  
gardinermcinnes.com 

Properties will ‘Spring up’ say our experts

Keen to subdivide
Check out our video of one of 
Warrandyte’s biggest auctions 
www.warrandytediary.com.au

By SCOTT PODMORE
WARRANDYTE residents are bracing 
for winter energy bills as the costs 
continue to shock.

Increased energy consumption 
from heaters, electric blankets and 
dryers during the colder months 
means energy bills for the winter 
quarter – which usually arrive 
around about now – are often much 
higher when compared with the rest 
of the year. 

Energy comparison and advice 
service iSelect says many customers 
contact them during spring having 
experienced “bill shock” from higher 
than expected winter bills. A Galaxy 
Research survey commissioned by 
iSelect in June found almost three 
quarters of Victorian respondents 
believe their gas and electricity bills 
had increased significantly in recent 
years with an overwhelming 81% 

feeling they  pay too much for energy.
Laura Crowden, spokesperson for 

iSelect, said gas and electricity bills 
can vary significantly between win-
ter and the rest of the year depend-

ing on how much energy Warrandyte 
residents have been using for heating 
the home.

The survey found when faced with 
a higher than expected bill, 8% of 
Victorian residents add it to their 
credit debt, while 16% will simply 
pay it late. However, only 22% of 
Victorians (or roughly one in five) are 
comparing other offers or switching 
to a different provider.

“Warrandyte residents who receive 
higher than expected winter energy 
bills should consider providers and 
plans that offer better value or more 
flexible payment options,” Laura told 
the Diary. 

"Many providers are now offering 
customers the ability to pay bills 
monthly, fortnightly or even weekly. 
Others are offering what is known 
as 'bill smoothing' which means 
providers will estimate your annual 
energy use and divide it into even 

monthly installments so you know 
exactly how much you will need 
to pay each month, avoiding that 
dreaded bill shock."

Laura said while reducing energy 
use is important, the most effective 
way to avoid the shock of an unex-
pectedly high bill is to ensure you’re 
on the best value plan to begin with.

"The bulk of your energy bill is 
made up of network charges and 
unfortunately this means reducing 
your energy consumption is unlikely 
to significantly reduce your bill."

She recommended taking the time 
to understand your current usage 
patterns and find out how they are 
being charged.

"The best way to save money is to 
make sure you are on a plan which 
offers discounted rates and cost 
effective tariffs suited to your con-
sumption patterns."

Many consumers adopt a 'set-and-

forget' mindset when it comes to 
energy and haven't reviewed their 
energy contract in years. That means 
they aren't taking advantage of sev-
eral discount offers available to new 
customers.

"Increasing energy market com-
petition means there are now more 
providers willing to compete for your 
business. Many are offering generous 
introductory rebates and discounts 
for paying on time or online," Laura 
said.

Providers are offering up to 35% 
off for paying on time but Warrandy-
tians need to be realistic about their 
payment habits before signing up for 
offers like that.

"Pay on time discounts are fantas-
tic if you know you always pay your 
bill on time but you often forget to 
pay your bill by the due date then 
you could end up paying a lot more 
than you were expecting," she said.

Warrandyte residents brace for bill shock
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Push for more police

Moroccan 
Banquet

Friday 25 & Saturday  
26 September from 7pm 
$40 per person 
Includes a glass of wine

166 Yarra St, 
Warrandyte

LAURA DOGUET
IN response to the recent increase 
in anti-social behaviour and crime 
in the area, our local member Ryan 
Smith has launched an initiative in 
an effort to increase police numbers 
and operational hours for the War-
randyte police station. 

A petition for the proposed change 
has been dispersed across multiple 
local businesses to gauge public 
perspective on the matter.

“I have had a number of constitu-
ents contact my office with concerns 
about the operating hours of War-
randyte police station and the low 
numbers of police stationed there,” 
Mr Smith said. “Warrandyte police 
station is not a 24-hour station and, 
at its full complement, has only sev-
en police officers. Of course they are 
not all there at the same time but are 
spread out over the week's shifts.” 

Through launching the petition, 
Mr Smith is able to see if the wider 
Warrandyte community also share 
the view that an increased police 
presence in Warrandyte would be 
beneficial. With more than 550 signa-
tures in less than a week, it appears 
the answer is a resounding yes. 

Mr Smith said the rising number of 
crimes in the area has contributed 
to the community’s concern and 
has essentially fuelled the initiative. 
Several homes and local businesses 
have been broken into in the past 
few months alone, including Ruby 
Tuesday, Warrandyte Cafe, Quinton’s 
IGA, Warrandyte Newsagency and 
the South Warrandyte service station 
on the weekend.. 

“With the increasing population 
and this perceived rise in anti-so-
cial behaviour, there really should 
be more police and more operating 
hours,” Mr Smith said.

Julie Quinton of Quinton’s IGA is 
hopeful the petition achieves its 
goal. After her store’s recent break-
in she is led to question the level of 
safety in our town. 

“I don’t think anything’s completely 
safe any more and that’s always a 
worry,” Julie said. “We’re not im-
mune from [criminal activity] here in 
Warrandyte, but I think people have 
often thought that we are immune – 
but we’re not.”

Julie said her No.1 priority as a 
storeowner is the protection of her 
staff and any initiative to support 
that is worthwhile in her eyes. 

Once a significant number of signa-
tures are attained, Mr Smith intends 
to take it to parliament. 

“The aim of the game is to raise it 
in parliament, make sure the minister 
knows that my community wants to 
see some action,” Mr Smith said.

“A petition in parliament needs to 
be seen as serious and there’s not a 
finite number required, but the more 
names and signatures there are then 
the more the government should 
understand that there is a real need.”

“The government hasn’t demon-
strated a real interest in the War-
randyte community which is unfor-
tunate. But these things are about 
making as much noise as possible 
and if you can keep raising it in par-
liament, it gets to the point where 
the government has to give you a 
reason why they’re not acting, and 
sometimes that’s the thing that’ll 
push things along,” he added.

Mr Smith says it’s ultimately the 
chief commissioner of Victoria Po-
lice who determines where police 
resources go. However, making the 
minister aware of the issue can lead 
him to direct the chief commissioner 
to where he believes resources are 
needed. 

“I anticipate that the minister's for-
mal answer will be the allocation of 
resources is up to police command. 
However, we know that the minister 
has directed Victoria Police to place 

additional police in Bellarine, a mar-
ginal Labor seat.”

While most locals have responded 
positively to the petition, others 
have questioned if those measures 
were necessary. 

“At the end of the day, my job is to 
be the voice of my community and 
one of the reasons why the petition’s 
out there is for me to gauge if there 
is more support for this out there 
then just a few anecdotal comments 
that I’ve heard or the emails that I’ve 
got,” Mr Smith said. “So my answer 
to people who would ask if it’s really 
needed – well I’m going to have a lot 
of signatures that say we do and my 
job is to make sure that those people 
are heard.”

To support the initiative for in-
creased police numbers and hours, 
sign the petition at Quinton’s IGA, 
the Warrandyte Community Bank 
or other participating businesses 

Petition: MP Ryan Smith is calling for a bigger police presence in Warrandyte.

Man arrested 
over shooting
AN 18-year-old Warrandyte man 
was arrested before being re-
leased pending further inquiries 
after another 18-year-old man 
was shot outside a Vermont South 
shopping centre on August 19.

The teenager is fighting for life 
in hospital after being shot at 
close range in the upper body 
with what was believed to be 
a shotgun. The victim, who is 
known to police, and his brother 
were dropped at the Knox Private 
Hospital after the shooting which 
happened at about 9.40pm where 
he later had surgery. 

COLES Express in South Warran-
dyte has again been broken into,  
the fourth time in recent months, 
this time in the early hours of Sun-
day morning (1.35am) when three 
men wearing hoodies and bala-
clavas and driving a dark sedan 
forced their way with a crowbar 
set off a newly installed smoke 
screen security system, which 
alerted South Warrandyte CFA to 
the incident.  The thieves made 
off with unknown items.

 

SOME time between the night 
of Wednesday August 29 and 
the morning of Thursday August 
30 the Warrandyte Newspower 
Newsagency at Goldfields Plaza 
was broken into and thieves stole 
a box of Mars Bars.

Anyone with info is urged to call 
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000 
or submit a confidential crime 
report at www.crimestoppersvic.
com.au. Alternatively, call the 
Manningham CIU on 8841 3999.



6 Warrandyte Diary September 2015
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DOWNLOAD YOUR 
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increasingly competitive environment.

The Manningham Business Excellence Awards are open to businesses registered in the City of Manningham – tradesmen, 
landscapers, bakers, retail merchants, real estate and property developers and more – in fact any business that can demonstrate 
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and over
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and under
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Nominate Your Business Today
CASH & PRIZES VALUED OVER $25,000

Our Pound Bend -
A year after new 
interpretative signs 
were erected at 
Pound Bend, 
the Diary’s Lara 
McKinley takes 
a walk with 
Wurundjeri woman 
Mandy Nicholson 
and learns how 
they are bringing 
the remarkable 
Indigenous history of 
the area to life.

T’S midday at Pound Bend. 
The parrots are chattering, 
the kookaburras are laughing 
and the magpies are carolling. 
Cockatoos squawk overhead.

They are the dandan, gurrng-gur-
rng, the barrawarn and the ngayuk.

Mandy Nicholson stands in a circle 
of 30 students from Caulfield Gram-
mar. She speaks to us in her language 
Woi wurrung and then translates: 
“My name is Mandy. My people are 
the Wurundjeri wilam, within the 
Wurundjeri-baluk mob.“

She doesn’t welcome us to country 
– that is and always has been the 
job of elders – but does thank her 
ancestors: the many grandmothers, 
grandfathers, aunties and uncles.

Mandy also thanks us for being on 

“You can take somebody away from country, 
but you can’t take country out of that person, 
out of their soul,” Mandy Nicholson says on 
her guided walk at Pound Bend.
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her traditional land today at Pound 
Bend - “one of the most important 
areas along the Yarra River”.

Those 14 seconds of language 
might not seem complex but as we 
learn over the next two hours, noth-
ing is as simple as it seems. 

There was no dictionary for Man-
dy’s language, no grammar and no 
fluent speakers, only a simple word-
list. Every word, every phrase has 
been painstakingly pieced together, 
sentences excavated from the past.

Those words reflect the incredible 
resilience of a people who were 
banned from speaking their language 
and practicing their culture; a peo-
ple who were so decimated by war, 
disease and displacement that their 
very existence came down to just 
one woman, Mandy’s great, great, 
great grandmother Annie Boorat.

All of the estimated 3000 present 
day Wurundjeri people are descend-
ed from Annie.

Connect to country
Before we start out, Mandy asks us 

to stand for a minute in silence and 
just listen. The children are imme-
diately, and respectfully, silent. We 
hear the river, the Yarra, Birrarung, 
river of mists, the guyup-guy up, 
birds and the murnmut wind.

“It’s important to do stuff on ‘Coun-
try’, to get that feeling to be connect-
ed to the surroundings,” Mandy says. 
“Every time I come here it’s really 
still. It’s a really peaceful place.

“It’s not about just looking and 
feeling the ground beneath our feet 
but knowing that we are connected 
to this, through our mind, body and 
soul, down to Mother Earth.”

We gather around the first sign and 
are introduced to Bunjil the eagle, 
the spiritual creator and Waa, his 
raven helper. 

Each child, Mandy explains, is giv-
en either Bunjil or Waa at their birth 
as their spiritual protector. 

In the ‘old times’ this heart-shaped 
bend in the river was a place of 
plenty, rich with food like yabbies, 
eel and fish. It was a popular site for 
conducting ceremonies and trade 
– including match-making, Mandy 
says. 

The totems or moieties helped 
make sure people didn’t marry rela-
tives, Mandy says. “It was a system 
that we had for thousands of years, 
and it worked really well. But for 
me and my daughters, in terms of 
getting a partner, it’s very tricky. 
Pretty much we are related to all of 
Victoria.” 

The children immediately start to 
chatter: an ancient tradition with a 
modern twist.

We move on and pass a fence full 
of clematis in flower. Mandy stops. 
“Crush it up in your hand, it gets rid 
of your headache.”

And it does.
The great Australian silence
The next sign is tough. It details 

what Mandy calls “the secret history; 
the great Australian silence”.

It was a history the working group – 
which was led by Wurundjeri people 
with input from Parks Victoria, local 
historians and Manningham council 

– wanted to bring out, she says.
“Not many people know about it, 

but it’s starting to not be silent any 
more.”

The sign reads: “European arrival 
represented a period of mass geno-
cide, new diseases and loss of land.” 
And then: “By 1828 only 10% of their 
population remained.” 

For local historian Dr Jim Poulter 
– whose great-grandfather grew up 
with the Wurundjeri at Templestowe 
– these two sentences summarise a 
devastating and catastrophic time.

Plague had swept through the pop-
ulation even before the appearance 
of white man. Violence – including 
from the first two settlers near 
Warrandyte, James Anderson and 
Charles Newman – was common. 

Survivors could no longer access 
their traditional land. Staple foods 
like the yam daisy were ripped up 
for crops and land fenced for sheep.

People starved. Babies stopped 
being born. “It was a virtual decima-
tion,” he says.

Alarmed at the population decline, 
it was agreed in 1841 to set aside a 
section of land for the Wurundjeri 
people. It took nine years, but in 1850 
the Pound Bend Aboriginal Reserve 
was created, to provide some hope 
for survival.

Jim estimates about 100 people 
moved there, including the new 
headman or Ngurungaeta Simon 
Wonga; all that remained from a 
pre-contact population that num-
bered in the tens of thousands.

“[Then] gold was discovered in 
Warrandyte. There was a great influx 
of people, and it became non-viable 
to have a reserve.” In less than two 
years, once more the Wurundjeri 
were moved on.

“But not before they held one last 
great corroboree of the Kulin nation, 
a farewell to traditional tribal life,” 
but not to them as a people.

That was in 1852. And it was here 
in Pound Bend.

Recreating tradition 
Mandy doesn’t dwell on the pain-

ful history of this sign. Instead she 

draws our attention to the art-work 
which illustrates it, a painting by the 
last traditional Ngurungaeta Willam 
Barak, Annie Boorat’s brother.

It is from paintings like these, she 
says, that her people can look for 
clues to help reconstruct traditions 
and ceremonies.

The men wear their decorated pos-
sum skin cloaks while they danced. 
The women held their digging sticks 
and pounded them on the ground 
in unison. 

“He painted ceremony and that’s 
allowed us to understand, to recre-
ate ceremonies, language and dance. 
It’s my great dream to get the mobs 
together again for such a celebra-
tion,” she says. 

“We do performances for the public 
but we’ve got to do it for our own 
mobs, big gatherings like that. Just 
for our mobs, because that creates 
healthy people.”

Women’s traditions
Most of Wurundjeri women’s cere-

mony is shrouded in mystery. 
“Women’s ceremony was secret, 

so a lot of our stuff wasn’t passed 
on. We’ve had to rejuvenate and 
regenerate our own ceremonies, 
our own paint up, our own language 
and song.”

Mandy has – with the help of senior 
elder Aunty Diane Kerr – already 
resurrected Murrum Turukuruk, a 
coming of age ceremony for young 
girls who are no longer children and 
not yet women.

Twenty girls, including her two 
daughters, went through this. She 
shows us the possum skins the girls 
decorated with personal symbols to 
wear during dance and ceremony. It 
also is a drum, a traditional instru-
ment of Wurundjeri women.

“It’s the first time we had this cere-
mony since European arrival.”

These skins are part of a small 
collection of modern-day artefacts, 
but linked to traditional creation 
practises, Mandy shows us – like the 
language, it’s clear how painstaking 
the process is to revive cultural 
practice.

There are necklaces made from dh-
irrara, reeds, dilbanain emu feather 
skirts and a big walert-walert, pos-
sum skin cloak, which historically 
would have been heavily decorated 
with designs.

Mandy lights up when she talks 
about her Djirri Djirri dance group.

“We’ve had to start from the begin-
ning again, but eventually this will be 
old and so the generations will learn 
again,” she says.

“We dance for the animals that are 
around us, we dance for the rivers 
that are around our country, we 
dance for the earth and we dance 
for our families.”

She shows us the lyrebird dance 
they have created, adapted from 
the male version taught to her by 
Wurundjeri elder Murrundindi.

As Mandy breaks into the dance, 
she sings in Woi wurrung and her 
voice rings out across the valley. 
It’s a poignant moment; once again 
the valley is ringing with Aboriginal 
song.

 As we continue to follow the signs, 
upstream of the river, conversation 
flows. The students are genuinely 
interested in what Mandy has to say.

There are so many layers to this 
history: both past and present. 

Mandy talks about the Stolen Gen-
erations, land rights and the gap 
between Indigenous and non-Indig-
enous life expectancy.

She often refers to ‘softening the 
dying pillow’, a policy back in the 
1800s to help ease the passing of 
what was perceived as a dying race.

And she talks about inter-genera-
tional trauma: how sad and difficult 
times cannot be forgotten but can be 
transferred to the next generation. 

Peppered through her conver-
sation are language words, talk of 
old practices being renewed, and 
constant references to a proud and 
resilient culture. 

She reminds us that even Austra-
lian football can trace its roots back 
to marngrook, a traditional Aborig-
inal ball game. It was played right 
here, where we are walking.

We learn about the leadership of 
Simon Wonga and William Barak, 
two of her ancestors, who navigated 
what must have been a heartbreak-
ing landscape of loss and death to 
help their people survive.

And Mandy talks about tikilara or 
the spirit of the place. “This area 
here has very spiritual connections 
to the river; all around Warrandyte 
and Wonga Park.”

She captured this idea in a painting 
she made to honour William Barak, 
displayed on one of the signs. 

“It explains the connection to 
earth. His hand and the earth have 
fingerprints over both of them.” 

And country, like fingerprints, it is 
something you cannot remove. 

“You can take somebody away from 
country, but you can’t take country 
out of that person, out of their soul,” 
she says.

We finish on a quiet note, all of us 
perhaps a little stunned by the sweep 
of stories we’ve just walked on this 
simple yerrin barring or bush path.

But as with Mandy’s apparent 
greeting at the beginning of the tour, 
nothing is as simple as it seems – es-
pecially not when walking the path 
of our shared history.

The Wurundjeri Stories signage at 
Pound Bend was part of a project 
managed by Manningham Council, 
led by the Wurundjeri people and 
with funding from the Australian 
Government. Tours with Mandy or 
her brother Bill Nicholson – can 
be booked through Manningham 
Council: manninghaham.vic.gov.au

Wurundjeri woman Mandy Nicolson chats with the students from Caulfied Grammar on a guided walk at Pound Bend.

jewel of the Yarra
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Youth Grants
Have you got a great idea for a project 
involving Nillumbik young people?

Funding is now available from Council 
to develop new youth-focused programs 
and events that increase participation for 
people aged 10-25 and empower young 
people to be involved in local activities.

 Nillumbik.vic.gov.au/grants
 bridget.muir@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

Kangaroo Ground Memorial Park  
and Tower of Remembrance stands  
as a memorial to local soldiers who 
served in WW1 and the spirit of the  
local community.

With the Centenary of Anzac now upon us, 
please join us for the launch of the
Kangaroo ground memorial park  
and tower of remembrance  
interpretive signage

21 September, 2015  
at 10.30am 
Kangaroo Ground  
War Memorial Park  
and Tower of  
Remembrance

ANZAC STORYO
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The Practically Green Festival 
celebrates sustainable living and all 
things green with great activities for  
the entire family. 

Eco building, retrofitting and lifestyle

Practical demonstrations

Sustainable gardening and  
land management

Live music and entertainment

  Join the event on Facebook  
 www.facebook.com/  
 nillumbikcouncil 

Full program 
www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/ 
PGFestival or call 9433 3316.

Sunday 18 October
10am–4.30pm
Edendale, 30 Gastons Road, Eltham 
Free family event

Backyard Chooks for Beginners
Come along to Edendale and learn 
the basics of backyard chicken 
keeping including bird selection, 
housing and care. Start to produce 
your own free range eggs!

Date: Wednesday 
  30 September
Time: 10.30am-12.30pm
Cost: $25
Facilitator: Felicity Gordon

Connect
Connect with us via Facebook
 Edendale Community  
 Environment Farm

Subscribe to our e-news to receive 
updates on what is happening  
at Edendale

Visit our website  
www.edendale.vic.gov.au

Indigenous Plant Propagation
Propagating local native plants from seeds 
and cuttings is an excellent way to expand 
your garden. The workshop will include how to 
select suitable cutting materials, what species 
grow from seed, collecting seed and storage, 
the propagation medium, techniques and care 
of the growing seedlings.

Date: Saturday 12 September
Time: 1pm-3.30pm
Cost: $25
Facilitator: Fiona Cross

Soil Matters
A hands-on workshop on improving soils 
naturally through worm farming and 
composting. Learn to recycle household and 
garden organic waste (including dog poo!) by 
setting up a worm farm or backyard compost 
system. Learn more about plants that can  
help improve soils too.

Date: Saturday 12 September
Time: 2pm-4.30pm
Cost: Free
Facilitator: Dianne Gordon

www.edendale.vic.govv.au

Edendale workshops 

www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au@nillumbikshirewww.facebook.com/nillumbikcouncil

By David Hogg  
IN the 1960s the roofscape of Warran-
dyte houses changed significantly 
when the advent of television roof-
top antennas started to proliferate.  

Thirty years later in the 1990s 
technology had progressed and 
Warrandyte rooftops started to 
sprout satellite dishes for reception 
of Foxtel.

Now, another 25 years has passed 
and the roofs of Warrandyte are 
about to undergo yet another change 
with the advent of the National 
Broadband Network (NBN) and the 
need for an NBN antenna.

That may well be the case because 
we have learned via Warrandyte 
Community Association a local 
landholder in Haslams Track has 
been contacted by Visionstream 
(contractors to Ericsson who in turn 
are contractors to NBN Co) with an 
Expression of Interest which pro-
poses to offer them $6000 a year on 
a 20-year contract to allow an NBN 
tower on their property. The towers 
are up to 40m high and occupy a 
fenced off land site 12m x 10m. This 
is similar in height to the Ausnet 
Smart Meter tower on Growler’s Hill, 
North Warrandyte.  

Landholders in other parts of War-
randyte may also have received such 
Expressions of Interest, particularly 
as the Haslams Track offer has the 
reference “Warrandyte East”.

The current government has 
clamped down on NBN Co fore-
casting the dates when NBN will 
be available in each area and this 
information is now restricted to 
those areas where implementation is 
expected within the next two years. 
If you go to the NBN Co website and 
put in a Warrandyte address it will re-
turn “The rollout of the NBN network 
has not yet started in this location”. 
The Diary called NBN to inquire 
what their plans are for Warrandyte 

and a spokesman advised that no 
decision had yet been made for the 
NBN methodology for Warrandyte 
and they were at this time unable to 
forecast any dates either for such 
a decision being made or for the 
eventual implementation.

 However, they said it was not un-
usual for specialist subcontractors 
to be asked to propose methodol-
ogies and costs, and in the event of 
fixed wireless towers being required 
their possible locations would be 
explored as a precursor to a next 
step of consultation with respect to 
local planning laws. 

The Diary then spoke to Vision-
stream who confirmed that Fixed 
Wireless had already been chosen 
as the delivery methodology for NBN 
in this area and that this Expression 
of Interest was one of a number 
issued to landholders in the area. 
She declined to be drawn on how 
many other sites were envisaged 
or whether Growlers Hill was being 
considered among other options, but 
did state their preference is to using 
existing towers where practicable. 

When asked what the timescale 
was for implementation she advised 
“at least a year”, but has referred all 
further questions to NBN Co who 
have not made further comment...

What is fixed wireless?
Fixed wireless is a 4G Long Term 

Evolution (LTE) technology system, 
similar but separate from the sys-
tems used for mobile phones and for 
electricity meter reading.

It relies on towers with line-of-sight 
to new fixed antennas on the roof 
of each house connecting to the 
NBN. These antennas point directly 
towards the tower.  Due to the topog-
raphy of Warrandyte more than one 
tower will be required to cover the 
area; I would have thought between 
two and four towers to cover the 

whole of Warrandyte, South Warran-
dyte and North Warrandyte.

So why is Fixed Wireless technolo-
gy being considered for Warrandyte?   
The answer is cost and speed of 
implementation.  Alternative and 
better technologies are available but 
this government is under increasing 
pressure to deliver following time 
and cost blowouts of this massive 
national project.  

In 2009 the then Labour govern-
ment planned that delivery of NBN 
to 93% of homes and businesses 
would be completed by 2021 using 
Fibre-to-the Home (FTTH) or Fi-
bre-to-the-Premises (FTTP); that is 
to say a fibre optic cable would be 
laid directly to most homes and busi-
nesses providing download speeds 
of up to 100 Mbps.  The remaining 
7% would be served by wireless or 
satellite services providing at least 
12 Mbps. Following the election of 
the Coalition government in 2013 
the FTTH plan was abandoned and 
instead a so called Multi Technology 

Mix (MTM) solution was introduced. 
This latter solution includes:

+ Fibre-to-the-Node (FTTN). This in-
volves plonking various “node” box-
es around the district within 1.5km 
of homes. The nodes are connected 
by fibre to the exchange but use the 
existing copper telephone wire for 
the “last mile”. Like ADSL, download 
speeds are very good (90 Mbps) if 
you are right next to a node, and 
deteriorating rapidly with distance 
to 25 Mbps at 1km and 15 Mbps if 
you are 1.5km away from the node.

+ Hybrid Fibre-Coaxial (HFC). This 
is another name for the Pay TV 
cables strung around a number of 
districts but not Warrandyte. They 
should provide speeds about 100 
Mbps and are very easy to imple-
ment as the cable already goes into 
or past each home.

+ Fixed Wireless. This involves a 
number of tall towers around the 
district with each home having a 
dedicated antenna on its roof point-
ing directly at the tower.  Backhaul 
connection to the main system is 
either by fibre laid directly to the 
tower, or by microwave link to the 
next tower in the chain. The latter 
is preferred as it only requires an 
electricity supply at the tower site 
and obviates the need to lay a fibre 
cable, but does involve an extra 
microwave dish or two on the tower 
to relay from and to the next towers, 
rather like the system currently in 
use for electricity meter reading. 
Speeds on the initial offering will be 
“up to” 25Mbps, but not much less 
than 20 Mbps.  Later technology, not 
initially available, should take this up 
to around 100Mbps.

+ Satellite. Used for remote proper-
ties and involves a dish on the roof.

This NBN proposal promises to be 
a major contentious issue in Warran-
dyte in the months to come. On the 
one hand there is a wealth of com-

munity outpouring on social media 
regarding the current inadequacy of 
broadband and telecommunications 
services in Warrandyte and there are 
many who will welcome the NBN. On 
the other hand are the environment 
groups who didn’t want Pay TV ca-
ble and now don’t want additional 
towers. 

The planning laws surrounding the 
matter are complex: a Google search 
reveals that already there have been 
challenges to local council rulings 
in VCAT and in other states towers 
have been erected without planning 
permission citing “essential ser-
vices”.  And of course, complainants 
in this area will have to deal with 
two separate councils.  Complaints 
about detrimental electromagnetic 
radiation to health will probably 
crop up, although there is a wealth 
of data disputing this. Attempts to 
persuade NBN Co to change the 
technology for Warrandyte may be 
raised it is doubtful if they would 
succeed. Those landholders who 
have received an Expression of In-
terest are in an unenviable position.  

As Dick Davies, president of WCA, 
succinctly observes: “If they decline 
the offer then there is a chance that a 
neighbour will accept, and they then 
not only have to look at the tower 
but will have foregone the revenue.”

Perhaps topical at this time is to 
observe that with the North War-
randyte Sewerage project nearing 
completion, a golden opportunity 
has been lost. How easy would it 
have been to lay fibre to each house 
in the sewer pipes and implement a 
super fast FTTP?

The Diary will keep you up to date 
with further developments in the 
implementation of the NBN, and 
in later articles nearer the time we 
will explain how you connect to the 
NBN and the various features and 
cost options.

NBN wireless the answer?
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Dear editor,
Just wanting to let your readers know 
about a flyer which has been put to-
gether by a group of Warrandyte res-
idents regarding much of the public’s 
opposition to the proposed petrol sta-
tion on the Yarra St and Harris Gully 
Rd roundabout.

Here is the wording for locals who 
may be interested.

Existing Zoning - Neighbourhood 
Residential - flanked by bush, fauna 
and homes.

 The Likely Hazards …
• Main road traffic congestion (with 

proposed entrances at a roundabout?)
• Traffic danger to pedestrians 

accessing shops, schools, bus stops, 
sports grounds, kindergarten and se-
niors activities.

• Petrol and contaminant leakag-
es to ground water and Andersons 
Creek, feeding into Yarra River, 500m 
away, fumes, an added bushfire issue.

 Environmental Impact.
• Threat to already endangered spe-

cies - brushy tailed phoscagales (small 
marsupials), nankeen night heron and 
powerful owl, which use the Creek 
corridor to Fourth Hill.

• Location is adjacent to Fourth Hill 
biosite, along Andersons Creek

• Removal of native habitat includ-
ing trees on the property; and on the 
road reserve 6 of 20 Eucalyptus Melli-
adora would go.

 Visual, Social Impact

• An eyesore, another fracture in 
our country-town feel; 24-hour oper-
ation, 7m high lighting and 9m high 
signage; a 3m retaining wall; with 
further potential for noise, litter, van-
dalism, your safety; what next?

• The need? 11+ petrol stations with-
in 8km of here already open 24 hours.

Please give your support by donat-
ing and emailing Warrandyte Charac-
ter Protection.

If you want to preserve the char-
acter of Warrandyte – your bush 
environment and country town feel 
– it’s urgent that you join us to defend 
Warrandyte at VCAT and stop a petrol 
station on this land.

Manningham City Council also op-
poses the petrol station at the Yarra 

St-Harris Gully Road roundabout but 
the matter has now been taken to the 
Vic Civil Admin Tribunal (VCAT), Fi-
nal Hearing October 19.

Funding the Legal Costs
The owner is well resourced and 

VCAT decisions are won and lost on 
matters of law only. To argue our well 
based position funds are needed for 
legal representation, estimated at 
a minimum of $30,000. With about 
7000 households in Warrandyte, it is 
an achievable target. Please consider 
the issues of its hazards, its environ-
mental damage and social impact and 
donate what you can by mid-Septem-
ber and support us with your email 
contact details.

Donate and Support Fundraising
Please deposit your donation ASAP 

to:
Bank Account Name:  
Warrandyte Character Protection
Bank: Community Bank Warrandyte
BSB: 633000 | Account No: 155176894

Provide your last name followed by 
first initial in the Reference area of 
bank transfer.

To be included on our mailing lost 
forward your details to: warrandyte 
characterprotection@gmail.com

For more info visit facebook.com/
WarrandyteCharacterProtection

(closed group but ask to join)

Thank you,
Warrandyte Character Protection

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490  
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L  W O R K  G U A R A N T E E D

dear diary
Letters to the Diary on local topics 
are welcome. All letters —including 
emails—must include the writer’s full 
name, address and phone number, 
even if not intended for publication. 
Letters may be edited for reasons 
of style, length or legality. Letters 
can be posted to: Warrandyte Diary, 
PO Box 209, Warrandyte Vic 3113. 
They can be emailed to:  editor@
warrandytediary.com.au; or left at the 
Diary at 168-178 Yarra St.
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Clyde’s 
Conundrum
Adventurous explorer John Hanson was 
trekking through the jungle when he was 
captured by logic-loving cannibals. The 
chief said “Speak your last words. If your 
statement is true we will burn you at 
the stake; if it is false we will boil you in 
oil”. Clever John thought for a moment 
then said something.  Perplexed, the 
cannibals could do nothing but let him 
go. What did he say? Solution next issue.

Exercise 
Pilates, New Class, New Tutor 
With Dee Sheffran 
From Weds Oct 7th  
6:30—7:30pm 
 
Nia 
Fun low impact cardio class. 

From Weds Oct 7th 
9:30-10:30am  
 
Saturday Morning Yoga 
From Sat Oct 10  
9:30-10:30am  
 
Healthy Changes for Arthritis 
An 8 week course focusing on 
exercise & education.  
From Wed Oct 21st, 1-3pm. 
 
Also…. 
Yoga Mondays, Yoga Thurs-

days, Strong Women, Men’s 

Weights, Walking Club, Gentle 

Exercise for Older Adults. 

 

Family 
Christmas Crafts (ages 6-12) 
Have fun making beautiful 
decorations. A perfect hand-
made gift or something     
special for your own tree. 

From Nov 18th, Weds 3 wks,  

4-5.30pm. 

 

Also….. 
Children's Drawing,  
Tues 4—5:30pm 

Playgroup  
Thursdays 9.30-11:30am 

Go Girls Tues 6.30-8pm 

Groups & Clubs 
Film Society 
Join our Film Society & enjoy 

our next screening, McLean’s 

Money on Fri Oct 9th 7pm  
 

Chess Club 
All levels including beginners 

are welcome 

Monday Oct 12th and every 
2nd Mon 1-3pm 
Also…French Club, Book Club, 

Stitch n Bitch, Busy Needles. 
 

Health & Lifestyle 
Meditation for people  
affected by cancer 
Run in conjunction with  
Manningham Community  

Health. Open to patients,  
carers, family. 4 weeks. 

From Mon Nov 9th, 1-3.30pm 

 
Learn to Meditate (general) 
Learn techniques drawn from 
yogic philosophy.               
From Mon Nov 9th 4 weeks 
6—6:45pm  
 
Writing a bushfire plan (CFA) 
Sun Nov 8th, 10-1pm, FREE 
Bookings essential. 
 
Brain Gym 
Learn quick, easy techniques 

to switch on your brain and 

fight the fog. 
Sat 28th Nov 1-4pm.  
 

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL, CALL 9844 1839 
Email:  admin@wnh.org.au 

www.warrandyteneighbourhoodhouse.org.au 
Level 1,, 168 Yarra Street. 

Enrol today 

COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC REPAIRS

Economical Repairs to:
 TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi, Computers, Telephones,  
 Electronic Equipment, Appliances
Computers: Laptops & Desktops Telephones:
 Repairs, Advice, Cleanup Moves, New Batteries 
 Virus Removal, Wi-Fi Extra Phone Sockets 
 Broadband Installation ACA Licensed Cabler

DAVID HOGG 9844 2360

Flyer for residents 
opposing application

Have your say on our website
www.warrandytediary.com.au
(Scroll down the right hand side  
of our homepage to find our poll)

ONLINE 
POLL YES 33% / NO 67%

Do you think Warrandyte needs a new service station?
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AWARD WINNING STYLIST AND COLOUR SPECIALIST
SPECIALISING IN ALL ASPECTS OF HAIR... 

INCLUDING MALE GROOMING
AFFORDABLE BEAUTIFUL HAIR

OPEN FROM WEDNESDAY UNTIL SATURDAY
BLOW WAVE BAR OPEN FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE

BLOW WAVES FROM $25.00
SPECIALISING IN ALL ASPECTS OF FORMAL HAIR

By SAMMI TAYLOR
A MANNINGHAM Youth Ser-
vices project is set to launch 
next month in a bid to offer 
guidance and hope for War-
randyte teenagers affected by 
mental illness.

The String of Hope aims to 
encourage young people to 
talk about mental illness and 
reduce the stigma attached to 
mental health issues.

It’s a taboo topic, but with 
research figures showing one 
in four young people living 
with a mental illness, it can’t 
be ignored. 

What started as a youth 
photography experiment, 
highlighting the prevalence 
of mental illness among young 
people, has blossomed into 
a multi-faceted project with 
school visits, a website and a 
festival in the works. 

The String of Hope is being 
led by a group of dedicated 
youth volunteers. The group 
of 15 - from Warrandyte and 
surrounding areas - are deter-
mined to create a safe envi-
ronment for teenagers to talk 
about mental health issues; 
in the schoolyard and online. 

“The fact that String of Hope 
has been envisioned and led 
by young volunteers is this 
project’s biggest strength,” 
volunteer Lauren Lowe tells 
the Diary. “No one under-
stands what young people 
are going through better than 
young people themselves.” 

The String of Hope website 
will provide a platform for 
young people to share per-
sonal stories of mental illness 
and connect with others. The 

site aims to arm teens with 
information about mental 
illness and direct them to the 
relevant support services in 
the area.  

“Projects like the String of 
Hope are essential in an era 
where mental health is too 
often neglected and stigma-
tised. This is especially true 
for younger generations, with 
poor mental health being one 
of the top ranking issues fac-
ing Australian teens. We love 
the String of Hope because 
it empowers these young 
people to take control of their 
mental health and talk about 
their struggles and progress,” 
Lowe says.

The project has been-
launched in schools in the 
district with Warrandyte High 
School the first to experience 

the education sessions. 
“Students participated in 

positive mental health ac-
tivities, sports and music. 
They actively discussed and 
shared positive mental health 
strategies with the facilitators 
and each other. Lots of them 
seemed excited and engaged,” 
Manningham YMCA employee 
Kim Nguyen says. 

The String of Hope team is 
putting their months of hard 
work on display at a festival 
next month during Mental 
Health Week. There’ll be ac-
tivities, live music, food, a 
photography exhibition and 
more.

The String of Hope Festi-
val will be held at MC2, 687 
Doncaster Rd, October 10 
at 2pm. The event is free 
and people of all ages are 
encouraged to attend.

Hope for our teens 
with mental illness

Shop 11 Goldfields Plaza, Warrandyte
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FOR science-minded animal lover 
Rachel Miller, veterinary medicine 
seemed like the obvious career path 
to pursue. 

“I’ve always sort of liked the medical 
side of things and the fact that I can 
kind of combine it with my love for 
animals is ideal,” Rachel told the Diary. 

Currently in her second year of a 
Bachelor of Science at The University 
of Melbourne, Rachel is enjoying her 
studies as the content becomes more 

specialised. After completing her 
second or third year of this degree, 
she intends to transfer into veterinary 
medicine doctorate. 

Rachel is taking her studies one step 
at a time as she hopes to gain her 
qualification and secure a job within 
the competitive field. Although Rachel 
refrains from getting ahead of herself, 
she hopes that some day she may be 
able to run her own veterinary clinic. 

The veterinarian

SINCE completing his bachelor of 
science with a major in pathology, 
long-time IGA employee Brent Seymore 
is currently undertaking his masters 
of epidemiology at the University of 
Melbourne. 

Brent told the Diary he discovered his 
interest for epidemiology – the study of 
health and disease in a population – in 
a slightly unorthodox way. 

“I wanted to be a doctor when I was 
younger but after spending some time 
in hospital in the ICU and cardio ward 

after I had a heart attack-like event, I 
never wanted to go near another hos-
pital ever again.”

Brent was therefore more inclined to 
focus on the research side of the health 
sector. His studies will likely lead him 
to work in public health or epidemio-
logical research.

Despite the busy uni/work lifestyle, 
Brent makes sure to always allow time 
for hobby through his keen interest in 
gaming and anything fantasy or zom-
bie-related.

The epidemiologist

Faces of the future
If you’re a regular at Quinton’s IGA, it’s likely you’ve crossed paths with some of these young faces. Perhaps 

you’ve shared your day with them, discussed the weather together or just appreciated their friendly nature. Have 
you ever wondered what they get up to when they’re not scanning groceries or stacking shelves? Find out the 

stories and aspirations behind employees Dannika, Liam, Georgia, Rachel and Brent. By LAURA DOGUET

YOU might recognise IGA’s star film-
maker Dannika Horvat from the July 
edition of the Diary. At only 22, Dannika 
is kicking goals in the industry with the 
success of her short film The Summer 
of ABC Burns.

Dannika wrote and directed said film 
in her final year of studying film and 
television at Swinburne University. 
Since winning ‘best film’ at her graduate 
screening, she was nominated for ‘best 
Australian filmmaker of the year’ at the 
Byron Bay Film Festival, and took out 
the ‘audience award’ at the St Kilda 
Film Festival. The film also recently 

screened overseas at the Palm Springs 
International Film Festival in California.

Dannika is doing her masters in 
screenwriting at the Victorian College 
of the Arts (VCA) and is working on the 
screenplay for her first feature film. The 
future looks bright for Dannika as she 
strives high for her career. 

“Writing is what I’m pursuing but the 
ultimate goal is to be able to direct as 
well.” Dannika said. “Just making a film 
that people enjoy and having people 
watch something that I’ve created is 
very exciting and humbling.”

The filmmaker

SINCE discovering a passion for the legal system in Year 12, Georgia Macri is undertaking a double degree in arts/law at Deakin University.Over the course of her five-year de-gree, Georgia will study all different aspects of law, including criminal, fam-ily, corporate and constitutional. While criminal law in particular resonated with Georgia, she said that the limited number of jobs in that field makes her apprehensive to follow that path. She 

can, however, envision herself doing something more corporate-related.Like Rachel, Georgia hopes for smooth sailing once completing her degree.“I just want to get a job,” she laughs. “I want to avoid doing my training at a legal school – I want to be able to go into a firm and be an intern.”Georgia is keeping her options open as the arts component of her degree could also allow her to do secondary teaching.

The lawyer

CHOOSING a career path that would 

benefit society was an important 

consideration for Liam Wilkinson, 

IGA’s aspiring primary school teacher. 

“All my family are in medicine, so 

paramedic, nurse and everything. So 

I wanted to do something that would 

also help people. I’m not really inter-

ested in the medicine side of things, so 

I picked teaching.”
Despite being yet to finish his degree 

at RMIT Bundoora, Liam has already 

had lots of experience in the classroom. 

“I’ve done eight placements at six 

different schools. My most recent two 

have been Ivanhoe Grammar and Dia-

mond Creek East Primary. They were 

both great schools and I taught for two 

full weeks unassisted.”

Liam also does before and after 

school care at Anderson’s Creek Pri-

mary School and volunteers in a Grade 

2 class in Blackburn once a week. He 

hopes to one day teach overseas in 

England, Finland or Africa. 

The teacher

Shop 11 Goldfields Plaza, Warrandyte
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 gardinermcinnes.com | office@gardinermcinnes.com | 03) 9844 0052

Private SalePrivate SalePrivate SalePrivate SalePrivate Sale

AuctionAuctionAuction

AuctionAuctionAuction

TenderTenderTendertender closes 5pm tuesday 29 september, unless sold prior auction saturday 24 october at 11am

auction saturday 10 october at 11am

52 doleen road,
warrandyte north

more than $590k

Every day will feel like a 
holiday in this tri-level 3 
bedroom + 2 bathroom
mud brick retreat 
situated on 2263sqm 
(approx). 
Ideal for artistically 
minded couples and 
families looking to 
experience a truly 
unique home.

11 yarra street,
warrandyte

more than $800k

You will fall in love with 
this two storey 4 bedroom 
+ 2 bathroom weather
board home with period 
features. Positioned on 
1176sqm (approx), in the
heart of Warrandyte 
close to all amenities to 
suit your family.

52 highfield avenue,
warranwood

more than $590k

Join the wave of young
families discovering this
leafy pocket of 
Warranwood with this
quaint 4 bedroom +
2 bathroom home on 
665sqm (approx). This 
inviting and spacious 
two-storey home is 
designed for family 
living.

 133-139 webb street,
warrandyte

more than $700k

Do you want to build 
your dream home (STCA) 
on acreage, yet still be 
near the village? 
This rare block measuring 
19,927sqm (approx), abuts 
Warrandyte State Park 
and is nature’s inspiration.

By CHERIE MOSELEN
FILM fans were treated to something 
special at the Warrandyte Neighbour-
hood House last month when they 
watched the first of a list of movies 
being screened by its new film club.

The Warrandyte Film Society is the 
latest initiative by the organisation, 
which is now showing movies to 
members who join the club for an 
annual fee of $25.

The choice to present landmark 
Australian film Picnic At Hanging 
Rock as the first feature was an in-
spired one. 

Celebrating its 40th anniversary 
this year, the film is being shown 
elsewhere around the country, but 
only in Warrandyte were viewers 
given a special introduction by the 
film’s screenplay writer and Diary 
founder Cliff Green.

Cliff told his audience he had read 
Joan Lindsay’s novel then written 
the first 20 minutes of the screenplay 
“off the cuff”.  

“After reading the book, I could 
picture the whole film in my head. I 
could see it. I could hear it,” he said. 
“I showed those first 20 minutes to 
director Peter Weir who liked what 
I had come up with, so we went 
ahead.” 

Cliff said, mostly, the girls in the 
film weren’t actresses but had been 
“located at some of the posh schools 
around”. He described the produc-
tion as being on a tight budget. 

“The film cost a bit over $400,000 
to make. It was the 1970s and film-
makers here were making Alvin 
Purple (risqué) style movies but 
this film was completely different. 
We didn’t know at the time it would 
be so successful; it changed the way 

Australian movies were made after.”
Cliff’s haunting adaptation earned 

him an Australian Writers’ Guild 
Award for Best Screenplay and a 
Best Writer nomination, US Science 
Fiction Film Awards, bringing him 
international recognition. 

Picnic At Hanging Rock went on to 
settle prominently in the hearts and 
minds of moviegoers, establishing it 
as one of Australia’s top 10 movies 
of all time.

About 60 people came to the Friday 
night screening. 

Some brought their own popcorn. 
Resident artist Cherry Manders 
brought a touch of authenticity, 
dressing for the occasion as a Victo-
rian-era schoolgirl. 

The lights dimmed. Voices qui-
etened. Hanging Rock loomed large.

The audience, mostly local (and all 
class!) clapped and cheered when 
Cliff’s name slid into place at the 
forefront of the opening credits.

Earlier, Warrandyte Neighbour-
hood House manager Emma Ed-
monds thanked volunteers who 
helped prepare the hall and hand 

out homemade sweets, along with 
the Diary, for its support. 

She acknowledged Warrandyte 
Community Bank for funding the 
necessary projection equipment 
and paid special tribute to resident 
and ETV (Educational Television) 
producer Jeremy Loftus-Hills, who 
sourced the projector and built a 
special cage to support it in place. 

She also thanked the Peter Weir 
Foundation for granting permission 
to show the film.

As a Warrandyte resident, Emma 
told the Diary she had attended the 
community consultation about use 
of the community centre before its 
renovation.  

“I remember that showing movies 
was a really popular suggestion 
among residents that night and I’m 
really pleased the Neighbourhood 
House has been able to deliver 
this – in the very room where that 
consultation took place,” she said.

“Our first screening was a lot of fun 
and we expect that to continue. We 
have started the society as a low cost 
activity that promotes friendship 

and community connection through 
the enjoyment of films, food and con-
versation. It’s a bit of an ‘old school’ 
community get together, where 
everyone is welcome.”

Coming up next, the Film Society 
will be showing another Australian 
film – McLean’s Money. The dark com-
edy sees wealthy widower Edward 
McLean looming towards a major 

health scare and it appears some 
of his relatives are more concerned 
about their inheritance, than his 
health.

Can’t wait.
For more information about the 

Warrandyte Film Society contact 
Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 
on 9844 1839 or email: info@wnh.
org.au

New film night 
rocks with Cliff

Hanging out at the movies: Cliff Green with ‘schoolgirl’ Cherry Manders.
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By SCOTT PODMORE
ANOTHER year down and another 
calendar is sorted as the Warrandyte 
Community Bank recently unveiled 
the winners of its annual calendar 
photo competition.

So, just who was honoured with 
the prized front page of the calendar 
and Judge’s Award? None other than 
the Diary’s own Bill Hudson-McAuley 
with his gorgeous Our River of Mists.

“I'm delighted,” Bill said. “It's a 
wonderful local award and great 
opportunity to get your photograph 
published in the Warrandyte Commu-
nity Bank calendar. It's also a great 
chance to capture our community 
at work and play.” 

Bill said he had been working on a 
series of photographs of our patch 
of the Yarra River for the past five 
months.

“I've been walking along our river-
side tracks with camera in hand at 
7am in the misty mornings, trying 
to get some artistic insight into the 
wonder and beauty of our river,” 
he said.

So, does the reigning champ have 
any advice for Warrandyte’s budding 
photographers?

“Start shooting for next year's cal-
endar now!”  

In other major presentations on the 
night, Board Choice winner was Peter 
Stanley with Gold Town, Branch Staff 
Choice award went to David Barrett 
with Water Joy, and the People’s 
Choice award was presented to Jen-
ny Kelly from Wonga Park Primary 
School with The Last Basil Harvest.

Others to feature in next year’s cal-
endar include: Lara McKinley’s Dan 
Can Jump Puddles, Narelle Haas’s 
Under the Bridge (Narelle was last 
year’s winner), Jenny Trewella’s 
Mighty Meg Flies, Bronte Doery’s 
Untitled (Throwing Ball For Dog), 
Denise Keele-Bedford’s The Welcome 
Swallows, Peter Hanson’s Elation, 
Jennifer Lawrence’s Small Adven-
tures, and Diana Crabtree’s Autumn 
Leaves in Warrandyte.

Stay tuned for your copy of the 
Warrandyte Community Bank’s 
2016 calendar. 

Bill bags calendar cover

Winners are in: (Clockwise from top) Our River of Mists by Bill Hudson-
Mcauley, Under the Bridge by Narelle Haas, Mighty Meg Flies by Jenny 
Trewella and Autumn Leaves in Warrandyte by Diana Crabtree. 
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watchNEW LIVEpartydrink BOOKpartywatchNEW LIVEpartydrink BOOKparty watchNEW LIVEpartydrink BOOKparty

By RUTH BIRCH
HOW many teenagers can say 
they are living the dream and get-
ting paid to do what they love? 

With an album launch, weddings 
and plenty of festivals under her 
belt already, 16-year-old solo sing-
er and guitarist Tyrian Blackwell 
has one of the best after-school 
gigs going around. 

Now, with her popularity soar-
ing, Tyrian is booked into play at 
Warrandyte’s very own Grand Ho-
tel on September 27. She has writ-
ten seven original tracks which 
feature on her EP album, and will 
also cover artists including Tracey 
Chapman, the Dixie Chicks, The 
Neighbourhood, Coldplay and 
Sticky Fingers.  

While she continues to kick 
goals, Tyrian went through quite 
a tough time last year after being 
bullied by a large group of girls 
in what was a difficult 18 months. 

She was eventually forced to take 
some time away and turned to ho-
meschooling. 

Not one to give up, Tyrian brave-
ly returned to face them and her 
moving story is the inspiration for 
her song Strength, which details 
her experiences with bullying. 

That song will be launched 
along with a music video Tyrian 
collaborated on with another 
talented young local, 18-year-old 
Ella Robison, which was filmed 
right here in Warrandyte. Ella is 

currently studying a Diploma in 
Screen and Media and is looking 
to launch a career in cinematogra-
phy and video editing, so it made 
perfect sense for the two to get 
together to make the video. They 
were also lucky to enlist the free 
help of another generous local Si-
mon Borg, who was happy to lend 
them his recording studio and 
assist with editing the music. 

Tyrian plans on following mu-
sic as her chosen career path 
and hopes to transfer into the 

Northern College of the Arts and 
Technology. This renowned music 
school will no doubt complement 
her already dedicated schedule, 
juggling her time at the Jaanz 
School of Music and JETS Bundoo-
ra, a creative youth arts facility 
specialising in all things music. 

If you’re unable to catch her 
at the Grand Hotel Warrandyte 
gig, a long list of upcoming per-
formances can be found on her 
Facebook site. Just search for 
TyrianMusic.  

She will also soon be inter-
viewed and perform for the War-
randyte Diary Radio set to launch 
either later this year or early 
2016, something she is really ex-
cited about. 

As Tyrian puts it herself: “I am 
very serious about my music and 
I feel I'm where I am meant to be 
when I am singing.”

Tyrian Blackwell, The Warran-
dyte Grand Hotel, September 27 
from 3pm-6pm. 

Teen spirit Tyrian’s strength

Local connection: Rising singer/songwriter Tyrian Blackwell recently collaborated with Ella Robison for a music film clip.

Sarah’s our choice voice
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By SAMMI TAYLOR
SARAH Valentine is Warrandyte’s 
musical pride and joy. The 22-year-
old wedding singer is a regular on 
Warrandyte’s main street and, in 
recent times, a regular on hundreds 
of thousands of TV screens in living 
rooms across the country. 

Sarah’s just wrapped filming for 
Channel Nine’s The Voice, the hot-
test reality singing show on Aus-
tralian television. As Sarah tells 
the Diary, there’s a big difference 
between busking at the local market 
and recording a TV performance  
watched by over a million people.

“My experience on The Voice was 
not what I expected it would be. I 
didn’t think that I’d get very far—but 
it just kept going and working in my 
favour,” Sarah said.

It’s been a wild ride for Sarah, 
who travelled between Sydney 
and Melbourne for months to film 
the fourth season of the show. Her 
blind audition has racked up tens of 
thousands of views and The Voice 
regularly tops the ratings, boasting 
over a million viewers every night. 
But it’s not all glitz and glamour, 
and Sarah assures the Diary that 
so much more goes on behind the 
scenes compared with what we see 
on our screens.

“The TV world is very different 
to anything I expected. The power 
of editing is second to none. It sur-
prised me a lot,” she said.

“I’d done about seven auditions 
prior to even getting to audition in 
front of the coaches. One day, they 
took 10 hours to audition eight peo-
ple. It’s crazy!”

Despite all the waiting, long 
hours, nerves and sitting around in 
hair and make-up, Sarah wouldn’t 
change a thing. 

“It was very, very intense. But I 
loved every minute of it.”

The community of people working 
on the show ended up feeling like 
family for Sarah.

“Your backstage crew are the 
people that you latch onto. They’re 
the ones that show you the most 
support,” she told the Diary.

“I loved my stylist. She gave me the 
most amazing outfits—I remember 
coming out of the wardrobe each 
time and everyone else would say 
‘Oh, Sarah’s got the best outfit 
again’. You literally feel like a rock 
star. It’s so awesome.”

So, what is it like working with 
the Madden Brothers? Are they as 

cool, calm and collected, as they 
seem on TV?

“They were so great. Their strength 
was setting the atmosphere and 
making it a relaxed environment. 
They treat you like friends. You’d 
never feel like there’s a status 
difference and they don’t act like 
celebrities—they talk to you like 
they would their pals.”

Sarah cites the support from her 
family and friends as one of the 
best parts of the experience and the 

support from her local Warrandyte 
community as “second to none.”

“I actually posted on the Facebook 
about my audition and everyone 
was commenting and wishing me 
luck.

“It was like ‘Team Sarah!’ and 
‘Team Warrandyte!’ It was so cool.

“A week after I got booted from 
the show, I did a busking gig at the 
Warrandyte market. It was so great 
to interact with people who had 
followed my journey just because I 

was from Warrandyte, like I became 
their pride and joy. I loved that and 
I soaked it all up!”

What’s next for Sarah?
“I’m doing some gigs and the mo-

ment. I got a lot of work and traction 
from the show. I think next for me 
though is writing some songs and re-
leasing an EP,” Sarah told the Diary.

She might not be on our TV screens 
any more, but one thing is for sure: 
you certainly haven’t heard the last 
of Sarah Valentine.

1/402 Heidelberg-Warrandyte Road, Warrandyte 3113  |  info@quintonsiga.com.au  |  9844 3089

WWW.QUINTONSIGA.COM.AUWWW.QUINTONSIGA.COM.AU

Quinton’s
Introducing Guy Santoro (left) 

the newest member of our 
Fresh Produce Management 
Team with Rick Giurini (right.)
Together they have over 53 

years of wholesale and retail 
fresh produce experience. 

Bringing only the finest 
quality to our discerning 

Greater Warrandyte 
community. 

Introducing Jess Robley 
who has recently taken 

on the roll of Deli Manager at 
Quinton's. 

Jess and her Team can help 
you with all your Deli 

requirements and can offer 
assistance with all your 

catering needs.

Different... Better

Sarah’s our choice voice

Check out our video of Warran-
dyte’s newest star Sarah Valentine
 www.warrandytediary.com.au



16 Warrandyte Diary September 2015



16 Warrandyte Diary September 2015 September 2015 Warrandyte Diary 17

That including demanding more from 
playmakers to rise to the challenge, 
and even squared up in and under 
star Tom Appleby with a poke to the 
chest making it clear he was one he 
wanted a big lift from – and deliver 
he did, as the Bloods came out in 
the second with a dominant display 
throughout the second term kicking 
six goals to two.

Dunn and Froud began to link up 
in brilliant fashion, assisting goals 
for each other to help build a strong 
Warrandyte lead. They would con-
tinue to dominate and bag 11 majors 
between them in a powerful display 
of two gun forwards seamlessly 
linking up as the competition’s most 
dangerous forward set-up.

Froud ran amok and quickly had 
the crowd in a state of delirium with 
three majors in 10 minutes and that 

excitement reached fever pitch when 
skipper Tom Naughtin bombed one 
in from outside 50.

As the half-time siren sounded, the 
Bloods left the field to raucous ap-
plause, having taken a commanding 
25-point lead, 9.7.61 to 6.6.36.

The onslaught continued in the 
third term and Warrandyte seemed 
to have one hand on the cup with 
Froud benefiting from quick inside 
50s that were clearly unsettling the 
Kilsyth defence. The Warrandyte 
run and carry was on show and was 
complemented by plenty of physical 
pressure from Jacob Daley, who 
threw his body into every contest 
as he had done all year. Daley was 
tremendous, an inspiration all day 
and eventually was rewarded with 
best afield honours.

Fans young and old began to accept 

that the trio of wins was now not 
just a possibility, but was looking 
extremely likely with Warrandyte 
leading by 44 points with a quarter 
to play.

It seemed impossible, but Kilsyth 
capitalised on Warrandyte’s drop off 
in intensity at the beginning of the 
fourth to squeeze their way back into 
the game. The underdogs chipped 
away at the deficit and suddenly 
found themselves within four goals 
off the lead with about ten minutes 
to play, but Warrandyte did enough 
to hold that lead and emerge as 
23-point victors claiming the third 
premiership of the day.

Warrandyte fans piled onto the 
ground to celebrate with the three 
sides who had provided the first 
taste of grand final success since 
2006. In a spirited community ges-

ture, the senior team invited one and 
all in for the theme song which was 
delivered loud and proud.

Bring on season 2016 when the 
Bloods step up to Division 3.

Warrandyte goals: Froud 6, Dunn 
5, Naughtin, Lamaris, Ansaldi, 
Skorsis, T Appleby.
Warrandyte best: Daley, Gauci, 
Froud, T Appleby, Tout, Naughtin.

FINAL SCORES
Warrandyte  Kilsyth

3.5.23  4.1.25
9.7.4 6.6.42
15.10.100 8.8.46 
16.11.107 12.12.84
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Triple treat
Bloods bag three premierships in one sweet day

WFC Proudly sponsored by the Grand Hotel Warrandyte

By MIKEY DI PETTA and  
SCOTT PODMORE
AS if the pressure wasn’t on. 

Two sensational performances by 
the Warrandyte Football Club Under 
19s and Reserves to claim flag glory, 
and the Bloods seniors were sudden-
ly faced with ticking off a perfect day 
- a triple premiership bonanza that 
was as rare as hen’s teeth.

Pressure, indeed, because our 
seniors were the ones every fan 
was most confident about and also 
because their victory would be the 
deciding factor for moving back into 
Division 3 where the competition is 
better and healthier. 

Playing a Kilsyth team that had 
pipped the Bloods by a point during 
the season, Warrandyte was well and 
truly primed with a week off after a 
convincing second semi final win 
over Forest Hill and also welcomed 
back James Appleby and Troy Rat-
cliffe to field an imposing line-up full 
of strong run and carry.

The Bloods line-up couldn’t look 
any more menacing. 

With the crowd also primed after 
two big wins in the earlier games, the 
roar for the Bloods was immense.

Warrandyte couldn’t have asked 
for a better start, winning the ball 
early out of the middle and gener-
ating penetrating inside 50 entries. 
The Bloods forwards were licking 
their lips and it didn’t take long for 
Froud to claim his first and Appleby 
to slot one shortly after. The Bloods 
stormed to a 13-point lead within 
minutes.

However, Kilsyth proved it was up 
for the fight and star full forward 
Jay Sherlock answered Froud with 
a major of his own, starting a run 
of three straight Kilsyth goals. The 
momentum of the game was turned 
on its head and only desperate de-
fending by skipper Tom Naughtin 
kept the margin under single digits 
at the first change. 

Sherlock began to stamp his au-
thority on proceedings and booted 
a controversial second major that 
seemed to graze the post to hand Kil-
syth a two-point lead at quarter time.

Coach Tout calmed his troops in 
the quarter time huddle and pointed 
out “we knew they would challenge 
like this, it’s no surprise”, urging his 
troops to settle, focus on their roles 
and get stuck into the style of game 
that had worked for them all year. 

Mission accomplished: Tom Naughtin and coach Michael Tout raise the 
premiership cup; Luke Dunn slams through one of his five goals for the 
day; and the Bloods celebrate post match.  
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By SCOTT PODMORE & MIKEY DI PETTA
The captain of the Under 19s Sid 
Phillip-Owens was heroic. 
When the young Bloods needed 
someone to dig deep in the last half 
and lead the way on the intensity 
(and selflessness) front, it was their 

inspirational skipper. He backed into packs, 
Nick Riewoldt-esque, taking marks knowing 
full well he’d get hurt. It was one in particu-
lar in the last quarter when he ran back and 
outmarked two opponents that brought the 
crowd to its fee. He didn’t flinch. Skipper Sid 
also threw himself under packs and swept 
across the backline late in the game like a 
general guarding his piece of turf. And his 
teammates rose like warriors and followed 
him all the way to bring a flag home.

Club diehards like the Drew crew. 
When people talk about the heart 
and soul of a footy club, look no 
further than the Drews (and Oehl-
manns). Roger walked around half 
the day with a tear in his eye (not 

that he would admit it, nor want to show it). 

He beamed with pride for all three games. 
His effervescent sidekick Anne was just 
beautiful – nerves almost getting the better 
of her at times, and at some stages she had 
to take a seat … and a deep breath. Her chil-
dren and grandkids were there in force, too, 
all in the name of the Bloods’ spirit. Daugh-
ter Sarah told us how her mum and dad have 
been cooking meals down at the clubrooms 
for the past three decades and she remem-
bers as kids that “if we wanted a feed on a 
training night, we had no choice but to go 
down to the clubrooms”. We are family. Bless 
you people.

Reserves coach Wally Cashion at three 
quarter time. 
He almost blew a poofer valve 
during his final huddle speech as 
the nightmare of last year’s grand 
final poked its head in and the 
Bloods Reserves looked like they 

were letting it slip. It was an old-fashioned 
spray-cum-rev up with gusto. Profanities, 
spittle – the lot. He may be little, but he’s 
fiery. But his boys knew damn well it was 

from the heart and they lifted accordingly. As 
the final quarter wore on, Wally’s white face 
slowly but surely got some blood running 
through it again as the Bloods conquered 
their demons of the past to raise the cup 
triumphantly.

On the same note, Touty’s 
three-quarter time speech gave 
us goosebumps. 
We have a video of the talk to be 
loaded onto Diary TV in coming 

days but every players’ eyes were set on his 
as he implored them to bring it home for 
themselves and the massive crowd of sup-
porters surrounding them. We all roared  … 
we knew we were on a good thing. 

Stephen Bell (pictured),  
el presidente extraordinaire. 
Possibly the most nervous of any-
one on the day, he sneaked off into 
the grandstand to take it all in as 
club legend Jeff Evans chomped 

into a big burger down with the rest of us 
confident it was going to be a great day. A 

furrowed brow and big serious eyes,  the 
prez had the butterflies in the belly, all right 
(pardon the pun). Belly’s lived and breathed 
Warrandyte Football Club for the past few 
years in the role he is passionate about. He’s 
a young president with business savvy, a big 
personality and makes things happen – three 
flags in one day probably wouldn’t have 
happened without his commitment to the 
Bloods as the club has risen in more ways 
than one. Division 3 here we come. 

Top Ten moments of an historic 
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The supporters at the southern 
end of the ground. 
It was a Blood bath and we stuck 
it up ‘em, much like an army of 
orcs emerging from the hills of 
Warrandyte; though much prettier 

and handsome dressed in our red and white. 
No opposition defender was safe and would 
have been forgiven for wearing brown cordu-
roys while up that end of the ground as we 
heaved bowel-rattling vocal distractions at 
them every time they picked up the ball or 
dared make a mistake. Sledge of the day? A 
young Bloods fan roared “He mate, you just 
got Dunn” to a Kilsyth defender after Dunny 
slotted his third for the game.

The senior song post-game. 
It’s still echoing through the Dan-
denongs and beyond. If you didn’t 
already know how great our com-
munity was out here in the village 
of Warrandyte, that one-minute 

singalong celebration certainly hit the point 
home. The Bloods seniors called everyone 
in – Under 19s, Reserves, coaching staff, sup-

porters – and let rip with the best old “DA 
DA DA DA DA!!” you’ve ever heard.

Let’s not forget the boys who 
helped get them there. 
Plenty of Warrandyte lads missed 
out on being named in the big one 
for all three games. But they were 
there in spirit and support, and 

as club supporters we noticed you. You are 
our heroes too, as much as those who fought 

it out on the field on Saturday. That’s what 
happens at strong football clubs, there are 
good numbers that allow the strongest team 
possible to march out there knowing there’s 
top quality waiting in the wings should 
there be a call up required. Well done, fellas. 
You’re well and truly a part of these three 
premierships.

Kilsyth, you were wrong! 
Near the end of the first quarter in 
the seniors, Kilsyth’s players were 
returning to the interchange bench 
for rotations and giving lip to both 
Touty and the gang in the coach-

ing box and supporters before back-slapping 
each other on the boundary line and smil-
ing as they hit the front. One, in particular, 
mouthed off about our Bloods, saying “you 
certainly don’t want it more than we do” 
while shaking his head suggesting we were 
a little on the soft side. He was wrong. And 
also copped a few solid and spirited Blood 
bumps that will be having him reaching for 
the bath salts all week along with some  
Valium.

Onions, please! 
Mitchell Gaffney’s incred-
ible goal in the late stages 
of the final quarter had 
the pro-Warrandyte crowd 
delirious, with hundreds of 

Warrandyte supporters screaming “Onions” 
to celebrate. It was unforgettable, as was the 
entire day at Walker Park.
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day for Warrandyte Football Club
Pictures: BILL HUDSON-MCAULEY, STEPHEN REYNOLDS and SCOTT PODMORE
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By MICHAEL DI PETTA
FRESH off the back of the inspiration-
al U19s victory, the Reserves came 
out pumped up and ready to add to 
the Warrandyte tally. 

The misty morning had cleared and 
the sun began to beam down over 
Walker Park and the crowd swelled 
to new levels in expectation for an-
other terrific contest. 

However, the game was a scrappy 
affair for the first 15 minutes of the 
match when both teams locked 
down each other’s forward line and 
the scoreboard was showing donuts. 
Not even a point had been scored as 
both teams went at it with relentless 
intensity.

But the Bloods finally broke the 
deadlock, finally managing to prize 
the ball free out of the endless stop-
pages and peg the first on the board 
before 100-goal star Gareth Hitchman 
also found a way through the big 
sticks to give the Bloods a two goal 
cushion going into the quarter time 
huddle.

Being scoreless in the opening 
stanza didn’t deter Forest Hill, who 
came out with the same level of at-
tack on the ball and it started paying 
dividends. 

Stoppages were certainly clogging 
the flow of the game and neither side 
was able to crack the game open. 
Jake Bentley showed admirable 
determination around the packs to 
help Warrandyte restrict opposi-
tion movement, but it was clear the 
Bloods had to get their season-de-
fining “run and gun game going” to 
have a real chance, as one supporter 
aptly pointed out behind the fence.

A quiet quarter on the scoreboard 
for Warrandyte allowed Forest Hill 
to creep closer as the halftime siren 
blew, and managed to get within 
seven points of the Bloods, trailing 
Warrandyte 2.0 12 to 3.1 19.

An expectant and slightly restless 
Warrandyte crowd primed them-
selves to get behind the Reserves 
as they came out for the second half 
and do their part to help the side 
secure a second Bloods premiership.

However, it was Forest Hill doing 
all the singing in the stands after a 
magnificent three-goal burst stunned 
Warrandyte midway through the 
third term. The Bloods midfielders 
struggled to provide any serviceable 
entry for star forward Hitchman 
and co, as the fiercely congested 
nature of the game seemed to suit 
Forest Hill. 

Strong defending by the Forest Hill 
back six restricted the Bloods to just 
two behinds for the term and War-
randyte trailed by nine heading into 
the last change, leaving the game on 
a knife balance. It was looking terri-
bly like a repeat of last year’s Grand 
Final match in which the Bloods 
succumbed when it counted.

But not this time.
After a three quarter time spray 

by coach Wally Cashion, the Bloods 
came out showing they wanted it 
more. The game continued to sit in 
the balance throughout the early 
stages of the quarter, but it was 

Warrandyte holding field position 
due to terrific forward and midfield 
pressure, in particular by Toby Ver-
steegen. The Bloods reduced the 
deficit to just two points by the 10 
minute mark of the term and what 
followed in the final 20 minutes gave 
every supporter at the ground goose-
bumps. The Warrandyte boys well 
and truly switched on in the game’s 
most defining moments. 

The Bloods found another gear 
and their forward line burst into 
life, seemingly feeding off the crowd. 
Hitchman bagged his third, which 
was quickly followed by a brilliant 

running goal by Kyle Sultana to put 
Warrandyte eight points up with just 
10 minutes to play.

Dangerous small forward Matt 
Colborne-Veel finally got his moment 
late in the term kicking a clutch goal 
to give Warrandyte a double digit 
lead and send the pro-Warrandyte 
crowd into raptures.

With time winding down, Mitchell 
Gaffney iced the cake, kicing one of 
the goals of the season tucked on 
the boundary line to seal a classic 
19-point win, Warrandyte taking the 
premiership by 18 points.
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By MICHAEL DI PETTA
UNDER 19s captain Sid Phillip-Ow-
en said it best on Saturday in the 
post-match pandemonium as our 
Thirds rose from being underdogs to 
premiership heroes – “it’s one giant 
leap for Warrandyte”.

The Bloods’ Under 19s were first 
up on the big day and set the tone in 
sensational fashion claiming the flag 
with an inspiring 22-point win over 
Ferntree Gully.

Phillip-Owen (pictured right with 
coach Clint Wheatley) played a 
terrific captain’s game to take home 
best afield honours and young star 
Benny Richardson kicked three to 
lead the Bloods to victory.

The game began in in typical finals 
fashion; tough and uncompromising, 
with consistent drizzle also affecting 
play. Warrandyte was relentless in its 
attack on the football in the middle of 
the ground and staunch down back, 
limiting inside 50s.

Young star Ben Richardson got 
Warrandyte off to the start they 
needed, finding space in the forward 
50 to mark and convert.

The game remained stoppage 
heavy, with snap shots at goal 
serving as Warrandyte’s only way 
of troubling the scorers until Daniel 
Mifsud booted a beauty through the 
Bloods second.

Richardson added another late in 
the quarter to cap off a terrific first 
term, allowing Warrandyte to stun 
the more fancied rival in Ferntree 
Gully and take a 22-point lead into 
the quarter time break.

The second term was a very differ-
ent affair, as Forest Hill emerged a 
much more effective team attacking 
the football with more vigor then 
the Bloods. 

Getting numbers around the stop-
pages, the Forest Hill midfielders and 
forwards worked to lock the ball in 
their half and struck back with two 
quick snapped goals. 

A couple of dropped marks and 
strong forays forward allowed Forest 
Hill to draw level, before a timely 

after-the-siren goal by Josh Beasley 
relieved the pressure for Warrandyte 
and allowed the Bloods to five-point 
lead into half-time.

The second half saw the Warran-
dyte leaders come to fore, especially 
captain skipper Sid who led by exam-
ple, going back with the flight and 

putting his body on the line over and 
over again to rescue his side from op-
position attacks. Defender Astan Ure 
stuck to his task in a lockdown role 
in the backline, but Ferntree Gully 
were still able to wrestle control of 
the game and took a five-point lead 
into the final change.

With the game and season on the 
line, Warrandyte lifted brilliantly 
in the final term, with Sean Bowers 
slotting one to put the Bloods 10 
points clear with just 15 minutes to 
play. Ferntree Gully attempted to 
respond, but Captain Sid continued 
to play a blinder, especially when it 

counted, and refused to let his team 
surrender the lead. 

A quick-fire pair of goals by big 
man Josh Beasley put the game 
beyond doubt with just a few min-
utes to spare and Warrandyte and 
supporters celebrated the first flag 
of the day.

One giant leap for Warrandyte

FINAL SCORES
Warrandyte  F.Gully
3.4.22  0.0.0
4.5.29 3.6.24
5.8.38 6.7.39
9.13.67 6.9.45

FINAL SCORES
Warrandyte  Forest Hill 

2.0.12  0.0.0
3.1.19 2.0.12
3.3.21 5.0.30
8.9.57 6.3.39

Warrandyte goals: Richardson 
3, Beasley 3, Bowers, Mifsud, 
Bektash.
Warrandyte best: Phillip-Owen,
Rowarth, Richardson, Ure, 
Ternes, Whitfield.

Reserves dig deep and deliver

Goals: Warrandyte: Hitchman 3, 
Sultana, Gaffney, Jurey, Colborne-
Veel, Parker.
Best: Bentley, McWhirter, Munro, 
Johnstone, Versteegen, Gaffney.
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and we will call you back)market

What is sciatica?

Sciatica is pain in the leg or buttocks which 
ORIGINATES from the back. It is when the sciatic nerve 
gets irritated as it exits the spine therefore sending pain 

and altering the sensation in the affected leg and 
buttock.

 
There are many different causes of sciatica, many of 

which can be relieved or helped by Osteopathic 
Treatment.

To make a booking please call the clinic on 9844 2465 
or go online to www.osteopathymelbourne.org and 

book online.

Shop 2, 90-92 
Melbourne Hill Road

Warrandyte, 3113
(Next to Ruby Tuesday)

Proudly supporting the community for over 13 years
Have you been to Warrandyte Osteopathy??

Here at Warrandyte Osteopathy we have over 13 years of clinical 
experience. We treat conditions such as:

Back Pain
Neck Pain
Headaches

Sporting injuries
Pain during and post- pregnancy

Hip, knee and ankle pain
Shoulder, elbow and wrist pain

We also treat all age groups, including new-born infants, children 
and the elderly. 

For your convenience we also have a clinic in Ringwood, located at 
35 Warrandyte Road, Ringwood, just near the freeway exit. 

Shop 2, 90-92 
Melbourne Hill Road

Warrandyte, 3113
(Next to Ruby Tuesday)

Proudly supporting the community for over 13 years

Warrandyte  
Consulting Rooms

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943

New doctors  
now taking new patients

 
Dr Olivia Rimington 

Dr Andrew Perrignon
Dr Libby Rochstein 

Dr Esther Ko 
Dr Paul Proimos

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients

OPEN 
Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm

Saturday – 9am to 12pm

-Family-
Games Night 

- Family-
Games Night 

Includes: all ages family games, 
children’s songs and storytime and 

design your own pizza dinner!

When: Sunday Sept 20th 4-6pm
Where:  St Stephen’s Anglican Church, 

5-7 Stiggant St Warrandyte
Cost: FREE

Rsvp: ststephenswarrandyte@gmail.com, 0423093967
Dietary requirements can be catered for, 

please let us know when you rsvp

mainly music and the river Dinner Church hosts….

www.ststephenswarrandyte.org.au
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TALK about monkey business! 
Can’t you guys make up your 
mind who goes first? The mon-
keys from the the Ubud forest in 
Bali were introduced to our lo-
cal newspaper thanks to Jozica 
Kutin who was holidaying there 
recently. Joz is pictured with a 
local guide at Kintamani with Mt 
Agung in the background.

Last month up in the Northern 
Territory, the Outback Float-
plane Adventures crew had a 
spare moment to flick through 
our lastest news while our edi-
tor took a quick snap.  

Meanwhile, Caroline Shaw, 
a Warrandyte Theatre Group 
trouper who lives half the 
year on a commune in remote 
Scotland and the other half in 
Blooms Road, caught up on all 
the local news while at her oth-
er home in the UK. Thank you 
Ken Virtue for sending in the 
photo.

And not to be outdone, Hay-
ley Byrnes and her mum (Deb 
Cartwright) recently went on 
a girls trip to Singapore where 
they were pictured holding a Di-
ary while enjoying a Singapore 
Sling at Raffles. Thanks girls!

Packing tips

Monkey business as Diary goes global

CORNERS OF CORNWALL

 *Conditions apply. Price per person twin share. 5% saving is valid on new booking only which are booked and paid in full by 30 Nov 15. From price is inclusive of saving. Subject to Availability. See in-store for details.

DARTMOOR, FALMOUTH, DEVON & DORSET - 7 DAYS/ 6 NIGHTS

INCLUDES
 » 6 Nights Accommodation
 » Driver/ Tour Leader
 » Mini Coach Transportation
 » Full English Breakfast Daily
 » 3 x Evening Meals
 » 1 x Seafood Lunch at Rick 

Stein’s Restaurant
 » Included Entrances

$2,731
TWIN SHARE* 
PER PERSON

now from

SAVE 5% ON ALL BACK-ROADS 2016 TOURS

MAX

15 PASSENGERS
THE BACK-ROADS DIFFERENCE
 » Enjoy lunch at Rick Stein’s  ‘The Seafood 

Restaurant’ in Padstow
 » Explore part of Cornwall’s largest private estate 

accompanied by a member of the estate’s  
gardening team

 » Drive along single-track roads in the heart of 
Dartmoor National Park

 » Stay three nights in Falmouth, located at the 
entrance to the third largest natural harbour 
in the world

W rrandyte

For all enquiries and bookings (03) 9844 2477 | book@warrandytetravel.com.au | 2 Webb St, Warrandyte VIC 3113
www.warrandytetravel.com.au

Send your entries to 
info@warrandytediary.com.
au with Diary Goes Global 
in the subject line and be 
in the running to win a 
weekend away at Crystal 
Brook Holiday Park.

Carolyn, do you have 
any tips when it comes to 
packing your suitcase for 
that much anticipated 
overseas trip? – Marga-
ret, Croydon Hills
Margaret, compiling your 
packing list can involve 
as much thought as plan-
ning the holiday itself.   
However, your efforts will 

be rewarded, a well packed suitcase 
makes for enjoyable travelling.  
Firstly, choose the the appropriate 
suitcase or back pack to suit your 
needs. 
  Size is important, too – compact is 
good but don’t forget you will need 
to leave some room for those souve-
nirs bought along the way.
Don’t pack too much! Don’t pack 
anything you’re not crazy about as 
you won’t wear it. 
 I find choosing a single colour 
scheme of mix’n’match layers works 
a treat. Pack for comfort, shoes need 
to be “broken in” before you leave 
home. 
 Don’t forget your swimsuit, regard-
less of the climate you are travelling 
to, you are sure to want to take 
advantage of the hotel pool or spa.  
Other must-have items are charging 
cords and adapters, cards and for-
eign currency, a hard copy of your 
travel documents,  eye wear – the 
Grand Canyon will look much better 
if you don’t have to squint, so pack 
you sunnies. 
 If you wear prescription glasses, 
pack a second pair. 
Remember your health essentials, 
vitamins, daily medications, sun-
screen, maybe a small first aid kit 
and some hand wipes.  
Other items which you just might 
want to take include a disposable 
raincoat, duct tape – great for a quick 
fix of that broken shoe or suitcase, a 
small jar of vegemite, empty plastic 
bags for dirty laundry or shoes, pho-
tos stored on your phone to remind 
you of home. 
Packing methods have come along 
way over the past few years.  Packing 
cells are widely available and are 
great for keeping your case in order 
and allowing you to find things in 
a hurry.  
Our travel expert, Carolyn Allen is 
Manager of Warrandyte Travel and 
Cruise. Contact her on Carolyn@
warrandytetravel.com.au
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The only place to stay in  
a cabin, in a caravan or  
for a camping experience
n Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover  
 ‘al fresco’ area
n Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)
n We host local birthday parties!
n Cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends
n Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!

182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 3637 Email info@cbtp.com.au

By MICHAEL DI PETTA
FOR close friends Adam “Buzz” 
Lawson, Bill Stubbs and Andrew 
Paxton, the Kokoda trail experience 
was more then just a test of physical 
capabilities.

Completing the walk gave the trio 
a unique opportunity to gain a new 
appreciation for the emotional jour-
ney undertaken by the Australian 
soldiers in times of war, and to also 
make lasting memories in one of the 
world’s most remarkable locations.

Deciding to make the walk in Sep-
tember of last year, Buzz, Bill and An-
drew finished the trek in late July and 
in doing so achieved personal goals.

“I’ve always wanted to do it be-
cause of the World War II history, 
it’s kind of like a right of passage. 
We went with a company called No 
Roads Expeditions and they were 
fantastic,” Buzz said.

The trip, which was well prepared 
and staffed, took the three through 
local villages and across the track as 
part of a bigger group with porters 
present to ensure things ran smooth-
ly and provide a welcome dry sense 
of humour.

“It was a good rhythm every day, 
we were up and awake at 5.30am 
and then on the trail by around 6:30. 
Usually we would reach the next 
village by around 3am and have a 
swim, there was generally a river at 
every village,” Bill said.

“The porters have a really good 
sense of humour, you’d try and get 
information out of them, and they’d 
just say ‘big up’ or ‘big down’. When 
we got into Kagi, some of the por-
ters ran ahead and set up a mock 
ambush, they had all covered them-
selves in mud and everyone had a 
good laugh over that,” Buzz recalls.

The three were committed right 
from the off and a stringent training 
program helped them to prepare 
themselves perfectly for the physical 
side of the journey.

“We did some of our training with 
Sarah Sharpe from Warrandyte, 
she tailored her training to suit us 
perfectly and we had no problems. 
We didn’t even get a blister. But you 
could never say we did it comfort-
ably,” Bill said.

“We took our training really seri-
ously; we knew we had to be cardio 
fit and walking fit. Some people on 
the trek didn’t and it showed. Every 
day it was uphill for three hours and 
then downhill for three hours, but 
we really had no issues and I think 
the fitter you are, the more you get 
to enjoy it,” Buzz said.

More difficult for the men was the 
mental side, and the stories and 
history of Kokoda certainly had a 
profound effect on the three as they 
completed the walk.

“When we got to the memorial in 
Isurva, the mental aspect when you 
think about the number of people 
and the lives that were lost, you start 
to think about that and it does play 
on your mind. You might not know 
anyone who has died on the trek, 
but knowing its occurred can trigger 
memories,” Andrew said.

“It’s quite amazing when you walk 
through and it is challenging as well. 

Three mates conquer Kokoda

You think back in those days when 
people had less sophisticated equip-
ment and nobody helping them, it 
does make you appreciate things. 
You can’t imagine what it would have 
been like,” Bill said.

Indeed, there was even a personal 
and local connection the three made 
on the walk as they walked in the 
footsteps of soldiers who had spent 
time in Warrandyte themselves.

“The Bissets were a famous pair of 
brothers who died over there and 
they spent some of their youth in 
Warrandyte. Butch Bisset was shot 
in the stomach, so they put him on 
the side of the track. His brother 
Stan was in the same battle and he 
came back for him, and Butch died 
in Stan’s arms. For us that’s a really 
local connection, it really brings us 
home and it personalises things,” 

Buzz said.
Truly, it was a journey that will live 

long in the memory of the three, as 
they accomplished something many 
people never will, and learnt about 
themselves along the way.

“They say everyone takes some-
thing away, or leaves something on 
the track. I left plenty of sweat there, 
but I took away new friendships with 
a diverse bunch of people. When you 

go through something like that with 
people, you learn a lot about them”, 
Buzz said.

For more information about No 
Roads Expeditions visit www.no-
roads.com.au and stay tuned for 
next month when Mikey Di Petta 
interviews Steve Wootten about his 
Kokoda experience.
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www.billanook.vic.edu.au
197 Cardigan Road, Mooroolbark                                   

An Independent, Co-educational School of the Uniting Church                                                                            
Educating children from Early Learning to Year 12

Next College Tour: Tuesday 13 October, 10.30am

Billanook/Warrandyte bus extension
Now coming from Doncaster

Doncaster       Warrandyte       Billanook College

Billanook College

By JOE CARUANA 
(assistant principal)
FUNNY! Clever! Entertaining! Last 
month I had the pleasure of at-
tending the opening night of  The 
Addams Family, the 2015 Warran-
dyte High School production. Nev-
er having watched the  TV show of 
the same name and being new to 
the school, I entered the theatre 
with no preconceptions or expec-
tations. I left utterly impressed.

Despite the surface lightness of 
the storyline that often has the 
audience laughing, a serious un-
dertone adds another dimension 
to this engaging play. 

The “normal parents” for ex-
ample, reflecting on the loveless 
state of their marriage, enables 
the play to remind us about the 
importance of love and accep-
tance and the ease with which lov-
ing partners can take each other 
for granted.

Kyle Turpin consistently engages 
the audience as Gomez, the loving 
husband and father, struggling to 
please both his wife and daughter. 
His facial expressions and dance 
moves are hilarious. At all times 
we are invited to appreciate both 
his good heart and his dilemma. 
Nic Dodds and Kristen Robertson 
are perfectly cast as the “normal 
married couple.” 

Both actors command the stage 
with their powerful singing voic-
es. Their portrayal of a married 
couple whose happiness is really 
only outward is quite striking. 
Kristen’s dinner table crawling 
scene is pure magic as it captures 
her character’s bottled-up frustra-
tion in a way that is both poignant 
and humourous.

Stephanie Villani as Morticia is 
a constant powerful presence on 
the stage. 

Able to sing and dance, she is 

at the heart of the play’s success. 
The calm, rational and amorous 
love interest, played by Josh 
Huntly, is thoroughly entertain-
ing. His performance contrasts 
harmoniously with the lovestruck 
and fiery Wednesday Addams, 
played by the highly talented Lau-
ra Moorfoot.

Usually there is one character 
who manages to steal the show. In 
this production, several charac-
ters vie for that title. Kate Sharpe, 
the Year 7 student who plays Pugs-
ley Addams, is a future leading ac-
tor in the making – both her sing-
ing and speaking voice rivalled 
those of her older counterparts. 
Damon Moorfoot is hilarious 
as Lurch and Jack Newton who 
plays Uncle Fester simply wins the 
audience over. What can’t Jack 
Newton do? He sings, speaks and 
declares his love for the moon in 
a way that makes you notice only 
him on the stage! 

Actually, Claire Bice as Grandma 
Addams similarly makes you no-
tice only her when she is deliver-
ing her lines. From start to finish, 
she is consistently in character. 
The scene when she loses control 
of her bodily functions is exceed-
ingly funny.

Attention must be given to the 
many students who play the “an-
cestors”. Their dancing and ever 
changing presence enables these 
dead characters to add extra life 
to this show. Lachlan, the direc-
tor and co-musical director has 
every reason to smile as has the 
choreographer, Natasha, and the 
assistant directors, Natasha and 
Sharon.  

The Addams Family is a bundle 
of light-hearted energy with mo-
ments of seriousness that really 
get you thinking. Well done, War-
randyte High School.

They really are a scream, 
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The Addams Family 

THE Warrandyte Theatre Company has per-
formed several David Ives plays over the past de-
cade and have often won prizes at regional One 
Act Play festivals it has.

“They are often quite short, snappy, and a real 
challenge for the actors to pull off the timing and 
characterisation required to bring out the come-
dy and surreal nature of the writing,” says David 
Tynan, president of the Warrandyte Mechanics 
Institute & Arts Association.

“For our 2015 production we have chosen five 
short plays to stage that showcase both David 

Ives’ fine writing and the skills of Warrandyte 
Youth Theatre (WYT).”

The production dates are: September 25 and 26 
(7.30pm for an 8pm start), October 2 (7.30pm for 
an 8pm start), October 3 (2pm and 7.30pm).

The plays include Enigma Variations, Variations 
on the Death of Trotsky,  Sure Thing, Arabian 
Nights, and The Mystery at Twicknam Vicarage.

Visit www.warrandytehallarts.asn.au/theatre 
and stay tuned for reviews from Hoggy & BB at 
the Theatre in the next edition of the Diary.

Bookings: warrandytehallarts.asn.au/tickets

Days of our Ives for WTC

Pictures: STEPHEN REYNOLDS
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Powers in the attic beyond 
the men’s shed

HEN I  was a 
young tacker, 
I lusted after 
a key-ring full 
of keys. Being 

young, dependent and well 
down the bottom of the food 
chain, I had no possession 
that was so valuable that it 
required locking away from 
envious hands or any door 
that needed protecting from 
marauding hordes. 

To underline my insignifi-
cance in the scheme of things, 
I appeared to be surrounded 
by older immortals whose 
pockets bulged with the jin-
gling evidence of their impor-
tance and power. Now, as I 
sit in Valhalla, after a lifetime 
of battles with evil, I reach 
into my drooping pocket and 
yearn for the days when my 
pockets were not weighed 
down by keys.  

After a lifetime of acquiring 
keys, you eventually have 
time to settle back and won-
der whether you really needed 
so many. After a nanosecond 
of reflection, while searching 
for the front door key, you 
arrive at the conclusion that 
it is just ‘what happens’. For 
most of us we start out with 
nothing and after a lifetime of 
succumbing to the injunctions 
that we need things, we end 
up with more ‘stuff’ than we 
really need and what’s worse, 
we realise that we have never 
had nor ever will have enough 
room to store it all.

I look at the real-estate-porn 
magazines that clutter our 
letterbox on a weekly basis 

and shudder. If what we see 
in these is anything to go 
by, it’s assumed we all want 
to live in a furniture super-
store catalogue. There are 
the sleek, hard surface lines, 
uncomfortable, minimalist 
furniture, double-glazing and 
bi-fold doors galore but where 
is the storage? Where are 
you supposed to store all the 
‘inessentials’ of life;  things 
like shoes, suitcases, sporting 
equipment, cleaning goods 
and the boxes and boxes of 
collected stuff that everyone 
has? Not to mention outside 

stuff, if indeed there is an 
outside. I have an outside and 
I have outside stuff which is 
why I need a ‘man shed’.

Yesterday, I went to visit a 
friend. He now lives in a house 
on a block of land in the inner 
north of Melbourne. Until 
recently he and his wife lived 
on a farm. As you would ex-
pect, on the farm, there were 
lots of outbuildings. There 
was the implement shed, 
the garage, chockers with 
equipment for fixing engines, 
electric fences and things that 
needed welding or soldering, 
the storage shed for wire, 
wood and hay bale twine. As 
I drove into their driveway, I 
wondered what he brought 
with him from the farm and 
more importantly, where did 
he store it!

After we’d swapped stories 
and had lunch, I asked if we 
could have a look around the 
garden. This is the univer-
sal man code for, ‘I want to 
see your man-shed’. I knew 
he would have had trouble 
deciding what to bring and 
what to leave behind so I was 
really interested to see how 
he managed.

“I couldn’t decide on what 
things to bring down here so I 
had a farm clearance sale and 
assumed that that would limit 
the number of things I had to 
make decisions about. After 
the sale, it was a doddle.”

“Well that was a gutsy effort. 
It’s usually difficult to get rid 
of things you’ve had for so 
long. I know I fall foul of the 
‘You never know when this 

might come in handy’ line 
whenever I’m contemplating 
a clear out.”

“I know the feeling but this 
time I was really ruthless. 
You’ll see what I mean when 
you see the size of my shed. 
I feel proud of myself. I was 
able to prune what I brought. 
I know some guys have prob-
lems but I found it easy.”

His shed is tiny, more like a 
boy-shed. I thought of mine 
and how I have trouble accom-
modating all the precious stuff 
I need to store. Herself tells 
me mine is a tip. His is neat 
and everything is within easy 
reach of the doorway. The 
more I thought about how he 
had managed to downsize all 
of his stuff to such a degree 
that he could fit it all in his 
tiny shed, the more depressed 
I became. For the rest of the 
afternoon I sweated on the re-
alisation that I must be really 
crap at organising my stuff.

As we drove home I brood-
ed.

“What’s wrong with you? 
Didn’t you enjoy yourself? It 
was a lovely meal and it’s so 
good to have them so close 
now. I assume he showed 
you around outside. While 
you two were out there, I had 
a guided tour of the rooms. 
You wouldn’t have noticed 
but they have an attic in the 
place. You get to it with a pull 
down ladder in the laundry. 
Evidently, Jack couldn’t bear 
to part with all his stuff so it’s 
now cluttering up their attic.” 

I had to brake suddenly.
ROGER KIBELL

grant mcgregor

love
landscapes

0431 157 025 • 9844 3424
maca.mcgregor@bigpond.com

garden design  
& maintenance
landscaping
sustainable solutions
fully insured

Dr Stuart Turner (B.V.Sc.) 
& Associates

Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill &  
Houghton Rds, Warrandyte

Consultation by Appointment 
Phone 9844 3071
NEW WEEKEND HOURS 

SATURDAY 8–4 SUNDAY 10–12

TOM KERKHOF 
T E L E V I S I O N
Servicing the area for 40 years

 DIGITAL Televisions,  
Stereo Systems, DVDs,  

Digital Set Top Box Systems, 
New Digital Television  

Set-ups

Phone 9844 3970
Mobile 0408 175 274
27 Mitchell Ave, Warrandyte

All types of  
glass, glazing,  

mirrors, shower 
screens

WARRANDYTE 
✷✷ GLASS ✷✷

Terry Ryan
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

A BIT OF WARRANDYTE 
BY THE SEA!

Available all year
‘WYTALIBA’ 

Mudbrick Cottage  
at Aireys Inlet

Set on two acres of bush and  
cottage garden it has three bedrooms  

(two queen beds, two singles),  
a fully equipped kitchen, open fire, 
courtyard with bbq. 15 min walk  

(three minute drive) to beach,  
general store and close to bush walks  

in the Angahook State Forest. 
Available Jan/Feb and all school 
holidays. Minimum two night stay. 

Call Karen on 0425 609 789  
for bookings and inquiries

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
 •  Taxation Return Preparation
 •  Electronic Lodgement Service
 •  Accounting & Business Consultants

DIARY ADVERTISING WORKS 
CALL BRIONY ON 9844 0555

“Where are you 
supposed to 
store all the ‘in-
essentials’ of 
life;  things like 
shoes, suitcases, 
sporting equip-
ment, cleaning 
goods and the 
boxes and boxes 
of collected stuff 
that everyone 
has?”

kibbled
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By LAUREN MUELLER
WHAT is the meaning of fresh 
food? Once upon a time it 
meant it was gathered from 
the ground that same day or 
killed that morning. 

Our pantry, our church, our 
chemist, our playground were 
all the same thing. The nature 
around us was our lifeblood 
and provided everything we 
needed.

Now we need journalists and 
dieticians telling us how to eat 
well and the salary of a sports 
star if we want food without 
chemicals. 

It seems crazy that such a 

basic part of life has become 
such a complex issue. Now 
we are shipping food around 
the world because we want to-
matoes in winter and oranges 
in summer and we want pack-
aged meals from China - that 
is a serious waste of energy 
producing greenhouse gasses 
and, what’s more, the syn-
thetic chemicals that go into 
and onto that food to keep it 
“fresh” on its long journey are 
a threat to our health.

Our health is something 
that’s taken second priority in 
a world of capitalistic develop-
ment where economic growth 
and consumer demand has 
forced small farmers into mul-
tinational corporations and 
carcinogens into fruit. 

On top of that, synthetic 
fertilisers and over-use of the 
land has resulted in fruit and 
vegetables with significantly 

less vitamins and minerals 
they once had.

So, what does all that mean 
for us?

Apart from a growing num-
ber of diet-related illnesses 
and allergies, and a warming 
climate, the effects of conven-
tional farming can have cat-
astrophic impacts on native 
plants and animals. Fertilisers 
are polluting soils and water-
ways, poisoning the wildlife 
and causing dangerous algal 
blooms. Degraded farmland 
so leached of nutrients it 
can no longer be used means 
important forests full of weird 
and wonderful species are 
being stripped bare to replace 
them. 

These are just some of the 
issues we are impeding on our 
planet by eating these foods. 
There are things we can do 
to help this cause, and eating 

local is an easy and effective 
way to do your bit. 

The Warrandyte Market, 
Park Orchards Farmers Mar-
ket and St Andrews Market all 
have delicious, locally grown 
produce. In addition, buying 
as little processed foods as 
possible leaves you healthier 
and is less energy intensive 
to produce. 

There are many other ways 
to help - why not start a veggie 
garden? There is no such thing 
as not enough room; vertical 
garden beds are amazing 
space savers! Growing your 
own food is by far the health-
iest and produces the least 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
There are so many easy ways 
to help our planet. It’s not 
that hard to give some of 
these things a go and you can 
count on your body thanking 
you for it.

You’re in safe hands
PAUL J. GILLING

REBECCA VAN DER JAGT 
B.Sc, B.AppSc, Grad Dip Manip Therapy MAPA

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre 
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566

Member of Manipulative Physiotherapists Association of Australia

Warrandyte Health

MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC
A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning 
muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!

Suite 3, 35-37 Drysdale Road, Warrandyte  9844 5495
Checkout our reviews on Facebook

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

DIETITIAN  
At Warrandyte Consulting rooms

Lisa Mc Glashan APD is now 
available for appointments 

Saturdays 9am-12pm
Diabetes, Weight Management, 

Irritable Bowel Syndrome, Inflammatory Bowel Disease, 
Coeliac Disease

FOR ENQUIRIES/APPOINTMENTS  

0432 026 579 | lisamcglashanapd@gmail.com

HIS morning, I was 
defeated by a show-
er. What an admis-
sion!

Some years ago 
we travelled around Germa-
ny and Switzerland with our 
kids, staying mostly in Ju-
gendherbergen. It was by far 
the cheapest way to travel 
comfortably. The hostels were 
often lovely historic stone 
houses or mills in the old 
centre of town, and we always 
got a sustaining breakfast 
along with a family room to 
ourselves, sometimes with 
a tiny shower cupboard but 
more often we shared a bath-
room with others staying in 
our corner of the hostel. And 
what inspiring hi-tech show-
ers we had!

“Why does Australia not 
have these brilliant showers?” 
we asked ourselves again 
and again as we experiment-
ed with one water-saving 
device after another. I don’t 
think we found a ‘normal’ 
Aussie-style tap even once 

on our travels. All sorts of 
mixers and temperature-set-
ters and volume-controllers, 
each more ingenious than 
the last and each designed to 
deliver water at exactly the 
right temperature for a short 
but reasonable period of time.

A couple of the designs 
have now emigrated to our 
shores, but on the whole, 
Australia still firmly adheres 
to the trusty H, C and faucet 
model of water supply in the 
bathroom. Given our national 
paucity of water, you’d think 
we’d be first on the planet to 
devise ingenious taps, not 
the last.

I should add at this point 
that I’m not in favour of every 
hi-tech showering arrange-
ment that I come across. 
Bleary-eyed at the crack of 
dawn and minus specs in a 
steamy bathroom, I’m not 
at my brilliant best when it 
comes to working out what to 
do with an unfamiliar line-up 
of buttons, dials, knobs and 
switches. 

However, until now, only 
one shower has come close 
to defeating me. It was aboard 
a wooden sailing boat in Dal-
matia, where we’d based 
ourselves for a cycling trip 

around some of the World 
Heritage protected islands 
back in 2007. Each of the 
10 couples on board had a 
small cabin with a window, 
two single beds with storage 
lockers underneath, a light 
and a shelf. The ‘en suite’ was 
a small cupboard by the head 
of the beds, containing a toilet 
and washbasin; the washba-
sin had clearly marked H&C, 
which was fortunate because 
the taps were back to front. 
But, for the life of me, I could 
not find a shower. Maybe we 
had to share?

It turned out that I wasn’t the 
only one asking our Croatian 
leader where the showers 
were. He assured us all that 
they were in the en suites. 
But where? The walls were 
completely bare. Not even a 
hook on the inside of the door!

There were only two sourc-
es of water in that closet. 
One was the toilet cistern. 
The other was the faucet. 
Somehow, the shower had to 
be part of the faucet arrange-
ment. Under the handbasin, 
against the wall, was a coiled 
segmented metal tube. Aha! 
Progress! I carefully detached 
the faucet from its mount – not 
something you’d attempt in 

most bathrooms  – and pulled. 
Sure enough, I found myself 
with a hand-held shower that 
worked perfectly well. We 
just had to remember to turf 
the roll of toilet paper out the 
door first.

This morning’s recalci-
trant shower appeared quite 
straightforward. I won’t dob 
anybody in by mentioning 
the owner, but it certainly 
looked very nice. Impressively 
hi-tech, rather like a wash-
ing machine control panel. 
(Now that should have been 
a clue!) A dial controlled the 
water temperature while a 
row of buttons regulated the 
flow. But no amount of but-
ton pressing or dial-turning 
elicited any water from the 
gleaming silver shower head. 
I eventually sighed and gave 
up. Help!

“Did you try turning it on?” 
asked my ever-helpful be-
loved. 

It was obvious, of course. On 
the far side of the bathroom, 
a cunningly concealed short 
white string hung down from 
the ceiling. Yep. You had to 
pull that first.

Shower 1, MEM 0. Oh dear. 
How deflating!

our place
By MARILYN MOORE

Showered with cleverness

THE only words I could man-
age while pulling the ute and 
caravan to the side of the dirt 
road were, “Oh, wow, look!”

I was several steps down the 
road before I could explain to 
my husband Peter: “It’s the 
bees, Dawson’s Burrowing 
Bees! We’ve found our first 
cluster.”

There were more to come.
Two years ago in July and 

August, we had searched for 
these bees in Outback West-
ern Australia for weeks. Only 
on the last possible day, at the 
last possible location, did we 
see the bees.

That August day they had 
emerged on a dirt road on 
Babbage Island at the coastal 
town of Carnarvon. We had 
extended our stay by three 
more days and spent hours 
observing the drama of males 
battling and a subsequent 
mating. We saw the mated 
female bees in early stages of 
digging or modifying burrows 
in the hard-packed soil but we 
didn’t see them building the 
high turrets for which they 
are known. 

This year was different. We 
didn’t come to Western Aus-
tralia to see these bees but 
rather because the Pilbara/
Gascoyne region had received 

above-average rainfall. More 
rain means more wildflowers 
and they have been truly 
amazing this year. Coinci-
dentally, the Gascoyne area, 
including Mt Augustus and 
the Kennedy Range National 
Parks, is prime Dawson’s Bee 
habitat. Here, this year, the 
Rough Bluebells bloomed in 
virtual forests that towered 
above our heads. This plant, 
pictured above, is one of the 
favourite forage plants for the 
Dawson’s Burrowing Bee and 
many other insects. 

The plentiful rainfall also 
led to an earlier emergence of 
these bees usually seen only 
in July through September. 
At Mt Augustus the National 
Parks volunteers noted that 
markers were needed to pro-
tect the emerging bees as 
early as May 31. Protection is 
necessary because these bees 

choose to nest in the middle 
of the only dirt road that 
surrounds the famous massif. 
Mt Augustus rises 715m out 
of the surrounding stony, red 
sand-plain; a remarkable sight 
in an otherwise flat landscape. 

These colonies, being all 
female, were buzzing con-
tentedly (a marked contrast 
to the frantic activity we had 
observed in 2013). These con-
centrated on digging burrows 
for brood cells and provi-
sioning each cell with nectar 
and pollen and a single egg. 
One morning I watched for 
more than an hour while a 
female moistened the hard 
road surface and dug in short 
bursts until the hole was deep 
enough into the ground that 
she was out of sight. 

That was satisfying to see 
but I still yearned to see these 
bees emerging in a more nat-

ural environment, as they 
would have in the eons before 
humans built compacted dirt 
roads.

My last chance for this was 
at the Kennedy Range Na-
tional Park, another 260kms 
over dirt roads of varying 
condition. I must say that 
the Outback road conditions 
in all the parts of WA where 
we travelled were very good. 
I heard mention more than 
once that this was due to 
investment of ‘royalties for 
regions’, otherwise known as 
income from mining.

There was no cause for 
disappointment at Kennedy 
Range. Here the Rough Blue-
bell and other flowers rivalled 
those at Mt Augustus. We 
found three separate colonies 
of Dawson’s Burrowing Bee 
in natural claypans. These 
colonies had emerged by July 
8 this year and were females, 
as the males would have 
mated and died off already, 
or so I thought. However, on 
the third day observing these 
bees I was astounded by the 
sight of a fighting ball of fresh 
male bees where no males had 
been present the two days be-
fore. That indicated a recent 
emergence of the males. I ob-
served them waiting excitedly 
for females and eventually 
a successful mating with a 
receptive female, probably 
newly emerged as well. 

What an exceptional season 
this turned out to be.

Time to stop and think about fresh food

Dawson’s Burrowing Bees revisited 
nature

By LINDA ROGAN
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WONGA Park Primary School will celebrate its 
120th Anniversay with an Open Day and High 
Tea on Thursday October 22, followed by the 
School Fair on Saturday October 24. 
The participation of all present and past 
students, families and teachers would be 
greatly appreciated. For further information 
contact 0411 526 699 or email WPPSHistori-
calCommittee@hotmail.com 

AGM’s
Information Warrandyte will be holding its 

Annual General Meeting at the Warrandyte 
Community Centre, 168 Yarra Street, on 
Tuesday September 8 at 7.30pm. Supper on 
conclusion. All welcome. RSVP by Tuesday 
Septrmber 1, to 9844 3082.

Warrandyte Senior Citizens is holding its An-
nual General Meeting  on Tuesday September 
15, at 10.30am, in the Senior Citizens Centre 
in Taroona Avenue. All members encouraged 
to come along. Refreshments served on con-
clusion.

No Lights, No Lycra!
‘Dance like no one is watching’. Every 

Wednesday night 7-8pm in the Mechanics 
Hall. $5 entry.

Grand gigs
Commencing 8. 30pm. Kristie & Pete, Friday 

September 11. Long Gone Daddy’s Band, 
Friday September 18. Electric Intent, Friday 
September 25. Threezacrown, Friday October 
2. Ruckus, Friday October 9. Long Gone Dad-
dy’s Band on Friday October 16. Also, every 
Thursday night from 8pm, Harry Healy will be 
playing in the Public Bar.

U3A on the move
U3A is moving premises. They will become 

part of the Parkwood Community Hub, 35-39 
Tortice Drive, Ringwood North. Ample parking. 
Centre can be accessed by Bus 364 from Ring-
wood Station. A large range of classes avail-
able. Enquiries weekdays between 9am and 
Noon. Phone 9876 2925 or email: u3arwood@
gmail.com for more information.

RSL gigs
The Warrandyte RSL presents the Hornets, 

a blues band, on Sunday September 30, 4pm-
6pm.  BYO food platter welcome.  Sausage 
sizzle from 6pm. Band donation appreciated. 
Inquiries:  9844 3567 after 4pm weekdays. RSL 
Club rooms, 113 Brackenbury Street (enter 
from Mitchell Avenue).

Community choir
New community choir starting in Eltham. 

Wednesday evenings 8-9.15pm, from July 1 at 
St. Margaret’s Mud Brick Hall, 79-81 Pitt Street, 
Eltham. Cost $7. No auditions. Choir leader, 
Shaun Islip. For more information contact John 
Winkett on 9439 1793, johnwinkett@swiftdsl.
com.au or www.opendoorsingsers.org.au

Local Nursery
Have you visited your local nursery, Friends 

Of Warrandyte State Park? Come along on 
Thursdays between 9.30am and 12.30pm, or 
the first Saturday of each month from 9am-1pm 
and the first Sunday of each month from 2pm-
4pm. Purchase all your local natives.

Montsalvat Arts Festival
Sunday September 13, 10am till 4pm. For 

more information contact petra@montsalvat.
com.au or www.montsalvat.com.au.

Nadia Turner 
Local artist Nadia Turner is a children’s book 

illustrator, inspired by fantasy, myths and all 
things whimsical. A small exhibition of her 
paintings and illustrations will be featured 
at the Montsalvat Arts Festival on Sunday 
September 13. For more informations contact 
9439 7712.

Model Urban
Manningham Art Gallery presents ‘Model 

Urban’ exhibition from Wednesday September 
9 to Saturday October 10. A collection of artists 
bring their work together to present a series of 
modelled urban worlds that are both realistic 
and fantastical, as well as probable and impos-
sible. For more information contact gallery@
manninham.vic.gov.au or phone 9840 9367.

S H A P E S  B O B C AT  C a l l 
9844 2117 or 0410 402 046. 

HOUSE PAINTING Call your 
local painter. No job too small.
Seniors discount available. Clint’s 
Progressive Painting Service 
9844 4969 or 0424731830.

PORT DOUGLAS 2 bedroom, 
se l f  conta ined,  beachs ide 
appartment for rent. A/C & ceiling 
fans. Heated pool/spa. 2 mins 
wlak from Four Mile Beach. 
Call Kerrie 0409 359 240.

MOBILE WOOD SPLITTING 
SERVICE Ring Terry 0409 411 943  
or leave a message on 9722 2592.

CHAUFFEURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely in stye & comfort. 
Airport transfer, parties, weddings. 
City & subrub to suburb. Up to 6 
passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801.

VCE MATHS Tutoring available from 
experienced VCE mathematics 
teacher. Reasonable rates. Call 
David on 9844 5727 for more info.

SAFE AND SOUND PET CARE 
We care for your pet when you 
cannot be there. Honest, reliable 
and professional care in your own 
home. Phone Norma 0409 137 246.

AUTHORISED CELEBRANT: 70 
years young. 3000 weddings. Still 
going strong. John Byrne 9844 
2155, 0418 995 189.

MOSAIC STAINED GLASS 
Beautiful panels for doors and 
windows; natural themes and small 
panels a specialty. Free quotes. 
Shan 9712 0024.
IRONING Basket overflowing? 
Reliable quick service shirt  
s p e c i a l i s t .  N o n - s m o k e r. 
F ree  p ick -up  &  de l i ve ry.  
Call Judy  0488 738 458.

DIARY MINI ADS

WANT A MINI AD? Call Briony 9844 0555.

ELECTRICIAN
▲ Domestic  
▲ Commercial
▲ Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979
NO JOB TOO SMALL

REC no. 6161

bradley curtis

Release your stress
Improve your well being

Calm your mind in serene 
surroundings

Classes for adults & children

BHAVA YOGA & DANCE CENTRE 
5a West End Rd, Warrandyte

9844 1128
bhavacentre@gmail.com

Yoga, Meditation & 
Creative Dance

painting & 
decorating

Andrew John
Managing Director

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au

w: fourwallspainting.com.au

Manningham Small Grants 2015/2016
The Small Grants responds to community need via 
funding assistance to not-for-profit organisation’s  
that align with Council’s strategic direction and 

funding priorities.
The program provides funding up to $3,000 for 

community projects or small equipment purchase  
and has three funding rounds per year:

 Open Close
Round 1: 1 September 2015 30 September 2015
Round 2: 1 March 2016 31 March 2016
Round 3: 1 May 2016 31 May 2016

Applicants can only receive one Small Grant per 
financial year and applications must be submitted 
online at www.manningham.smartygrants.com.au.  

For more information visit:
www.manningham.vic.gov.au/grants 

Or contact Lisa Waters, Community Development 
Programmer to discuss your proposal on 9840 9305.

WARRANDWOOD Primary School will be the 
scene of much excitement on Sunday October 
18 with the return of the annual Spring Fair, the 
school’s biggest fundraiser.

The family day of fun activities and attrac-
tions in Wellington Park Drive include market 
stalls, live entertainment all day, a huge silent 
auction, popular rides and attractions for all 
ages, a large array of food and drink options 
including a Devonshire tea room, a student art 
exhibition, as well as a pre-loved books, toys, 
games and clothing stall.

A big focus of the Spring Fair is the inclusion 
of local community groups including South 
Warrandyte CFA, Croydon SES, local police, 
many sporting clubs, and more. 

Spring Fair committee member Tania Ander-
son told the Diary: “The Spring Fair is not just 
about raising much need funds for our school, 

it’s about community. Spring Fair preparations 
involve all members of our school community, 
our families, the students and our teachers. 
Our school community sees the Spring Fair as 
an opportunity to showcase our school, which 
we are all very proud of. 

“An example of involving our students is 
our Spring Fair Logo Competition in which all 
students have the opportunity to submit their 
art work with the ‘prize’ being that the winner’s 
artwork becomes the logo that represents the 
Spring Fair on all marketing collateral.

“This year one of our Grade 5 students, 
Hayden, was the winner. His logo is now rep-
resentation of our Spring Fair for 2015.”

For more information about Warranwood 
Primary School’s Spring Fair visit the Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/Warranwood 
PrimarySchoolSpringFair

DEBORAH BURNETT
0408 027 781

love-your-home.com.au

Old stuff 
new home
SPRING has sprung and I 
can’t tell you how happy I 
am to see the sun peeking 
out, the days getting longer 
and the buds beginning to 
open. Bliss!

In this time of renewal and 
rebirth, we often think of 
making changes, in our lives 
and in our homes. It’s not 
called spring cleaning for 
nothing.

While the temptation may 
be to go out and buy some-
thing new, perhaps there’s 
another, more creative way 
to refresh ourselves and our 
living spaces.  

What if you could create 
furniture, storage solutions 
and decorative items with-
out going shopping? Impos-
sible? Not at all. You are only 
limited by your imagination.

By using your creativity, 
thinking laterally and ap-
plying a little elbow grease 
we can reimagine things we 
already have – upcycling and 
re-purposing. The sky’s the 
limit when it comes to how 
creative we can be. A great 
example of this is the Face-
book public group set up 
by fellow Diary writer Debi 
Slinger called Repurpose + 
Upcycle = Inspiration where 
there are some fabulous ex-
amples of creativity at work 
in this sense. 

How about these ideas: An 
old bicycle? The wheel can 
become a funky clock with 
the inclusion of a timing 
mechanism. An old claw foot 
bathtub?  Simply cut it in 
half length-ways, add a funky 
seat cushion and voila – a 
very cool, retro ‘sofa’. 

Similarly, the timber draw-
ers from an old tall boy can 
become inexpensive and 
interesting planter boxes 
when mounted on an outside 
wall or under a window. Or, 
perhaps they can morph into 
wall-mounted shelving in 
your lounge room to display 
some of your treasures.

And how about a timber 
pallet? Think retro, rustic 
coffee table. Either painted 
or left au natural with some 
heavy duty castors and a 
glass top.  Rustic and indus-
trial cool. 

Tennis lovers can also 
bring their passion into their 
homes by repurposing old 
racquets. Simply remove the 
strings and replace with mir-
rored glass to create a funky, 
bespoke mirror.

So, as you embrace this 
season of renewal, why not 
think about ‘shopping’ at 
home first. You never know 
what you will be able to cre-
ate unless you give it a go. 
And, by the way, it’s a lot of 
fun too.

Deborah Burnett
Home Design Coach
M: 0408 027 781
W: love-your-home.com.au

Spring Fair returns

Wonga Park Open Day and High Tea

artyfacts

Everyone in Warrandyte reads the Diary
For local advertising that works call Briony on 9844 0555

ACT GLOBALLY 
—SHOP LOCALLY
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• Farm tours
• Live demonstrations

Sunday 4 October 10am – 4pm

Find out more and get an Open Farm Day trail map at nillumbik.vic.gov.au/openfarmday 

Your chance to visit working farms and meet local farmers

Join the event on Facebook  
facebook.com/nillumbikcouncil 

• Farm animals
• Product tastings and more…

www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au@nillumbikshirewww.facebook.com/nillumbikcouncil

DEBORAH BURNETT

By SCOTT PODMORE
CALLING all food lovers, have you 
ever entertained the idea of a food 
swap? Well the opportunity has ar-
rived in Wonga Park, so here’s your 
chance to barter that excess harvest 
from the garden or kitchen with 
others in the community whether 
it’s fruit, veggies, herbs, eggs or jams 
and sauces. 

Outer Eastern Permaculture Swap 
(formerly Croydon Food Swap) 
was founded by Karen Cheah and 
is a group meeting monthly for the 
past three years. They meet at Glen 
Park Community Centre on the first 
Saturday of the month and decided 
they should meet more regularly 
as they were finding they had more 
excess that they wanted to swap in 
between meets.

Kirsty Bishop-Fox thought it was 
a great idea and offered to facilitate 
the additional food swap, but they 
wanted to find a new location to 
encourage a broader reach of people 

to attend. Nursery, Edible Forest 
Gardens was approached to host 
the additional monthly swap and 
were thrilled with the suggestion as 
it ties into their philosophy behind 
supporting and encouraging commu-
nity participation.

To complement the food swap, and 
encourage attendance from people 
who might have been interested 
but who did not have much excess 
to share at this time of year, Kirsty 
arranged a guest speaker, Kaye 
Roberts-Palmer, who explained how 
to control the gall wasp that affects 
citrus trees.

The inaugural Wonga Park food 
swap was held last month and the 
locals certainly embraced the con-
cept, according to Kirsty.

“I thought it was a good idea and 
from conversations through social 
media knew that people in the War-
randyte and surrounding areas were 
interested, but didn’t know how 
many people were going to attend 

until the day,” Kirsty said. “About 
30 people attended the swap, which 
was great for the first one. Some 
people came to swap food and were 
there for a short time, but most 
stayed for the talk as well.”

The food swap was so successful, 
in fact, it will now be held on the third 
Sunday of each month. The next food 
swap is September 20 from 10am to 
midday at Edible Forest Gardens, 
5 Lower Homestead Road, Wonga 
Park. John Ferris is the guest speak-
er who will talk about preparing 
for Spring planting and companion 
planting in the veggie garden.

“Many people in the Warrandyte 
and surrounding suburbs are keen 
growers of something whether they 
have citrus or other fruit trees, 
herbs, a full grown veggie patch, or 
some even have animals whether it 
be chooks for eggs or cows for milk,” 
Kirsty told the Diary. “People often 
give away or swap what they can’t 
use from the garden with a friend or 

neighbour, so this just makes it an 
easier way to do it and meet more 
locals at the same time. 

“We hope that by having more 
regular meets it will make it more 
accessible to the broader communi-
ty. We hope that there will not only 
be sharing of excess harvest, but 
also the sharing of knowledge about 
growing and preserving food, too.”

The food swap dates for the rest 
of 2015 are September 20, October 
18, November 15 and December 20. 
The address is 5 Lower Homestead 
Road, Wonga Park. For more info visit 
the Facebook page Outer Eastern 
Permaculture Swap or visit https://
permacultureswap.wordpress.com 
or call Kirsty on 0438 666 638.

A harvest to share

WARRANDYTE super chef Duncan 
Robinson, of Vanilla Orchid in Yarra 
Street and host of TV show Duncan’s 
Thai Kitchen, decided to create a bit 
of noise – mainly oohs and ahhs – 
while whipping up a storm late last 
month at the Warrandyte Library 
where locals were treated to an in-
formal demonstration of Thai food.

Ably assisted by his wife Julia, 
salads were on the menu and Dun-
can wielded his mortar and pestle 
with great dexterity in producing 
delicious aromas. 

The key ingredients used were 
chillis, lemongrass, garlic, shallots, 
coriander, limes, fish sauce, soy 

sauce, liquified palm sugar, toasted 
ground rice and toasted chilli jam – 
but not all together.

As Duncan assembled the dishes 
they were passed amongst the audi-
ence so onlookers could inhale the 
delicate fragrances that are unique 
to Thai food. 

ROBIN ATKINSON

You wouldn’t read about it,
a Thai kitchen in our library

CLYDE & OCKER

“There’s a new broadband 
coming to Warrandyte, Ock. 
They’ll be terrific marching in 
the festival parade, Clyde!”
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Words and pictures  
BILL HUDSON-MCAULEY 

TRAWBERRIES, cherries 
and an angel’s kiss in 
Spring. Aumann’s Fami-
ly Orchard Shop is really 
made from all these things. 

The iconic shop at the old packing 
shed on the top of the hill in Harris 
Gully Road sells plenty of other yum-
my, fresh and delicious fruits too, 
including apples, pears, peaches, 
nectarines, apricots, plums, oranges 
and lemons.

Barry Aumann, 69, is part of a fam-
ily that has been growing fruit here 
since the 19th century. Four gener-
ations of Aumanns have lived and 
worked on this land since the 1890s 
when Barry’s grandfather Wilhelm 
“Bill” and his brother Harry bought 
60 acres on the beautiful hilly slopes.

“Some would say too bloody steep 
and not an ideal place for an or-
chard,” quips Barry as he shares his 
family’s story with the Diary.

“My grandfather and his brother 
cleared the land and tried growing 
potatoes while they waited for the 
fruit trees to come into production. 
But the potatoes must have been hit-
ting the rocks underground because 
they weren’t very evenly rounded,” 
he adds with a cheeky grin.

Wilhelm Aumann married Maria 
and they had four children, one of 
them being Herbert who was Barry’s 
father. Herbert married Marjorie and 
they had four kids too: Gwen, Bill, 
Richard and Barry. Herbert took 
over Harry’s share of the orchard 
and worked it with his sons until his 
death in 1986.

Barry’s mother Majorie died when 
Barry was only five and his two aunts 
Ada and Mary bought him up on the 

family property. Barry’s robust and 
direct energy softens for a moment 
as he reflects on the loss of his moth-
er at such a young age. “The older I 
got, the more I realized how much I 
missed her,” he says.

The three brothers, Bill, Richard 
and Barry, started working in the 
orchard when they were only five or 
six years of age. 

“We had watering duties during 
the summer holidays,” remembers 
Barry. “There was a real art in that, 
making sure all the trees got a good 
drink.”

The boys all went to Box Hill Tech 
for three years then started working 
in the orchard full time when they 
were 14.

“Back then there was still no elec-
tricity along Tindals Road. It didn’t 
come until 1960,” says Barry. “So we 
grew up with Tilley lamps to light up 
our homes.”

In Barry’s grandfather’s day, taking 
the fruit to market was a much more 

leisurely affair than it is now. 
His horse drawn cart loaded with 

cases of fruit would head off towards 
the Queen Victoria Market about 
midnight. The patient horses knew 
their route well and the orchardist 
could afford to nod off and have 
a snooze as the horses plodded 
stoically along throughout the dark 
night. They travelled through Kew 
and Richmond and arrived at the 
market as the first blush of dawn 
crept over the horizon. Cruise con-
trol 1910 style and the first driverless 
vehicles! 

Now, over 100 years later, driver-
less cars are finally coming into pro-
duction. Going to market became a 
lot quicker in 1926 when Bill Aumann 
purchased a Chev 4 cab chassis for 
269 pounds and started trucking his 
fruit to town.

The Aumanns worked hard in the 
old days. When they picked fruit 
there was so much double, triple and 
quadruple handling. The apples and 

pears had to be picked from the tree, 
packed in a box, loaded onto a trailer, 
then loaded onto a truck and taken to 
the cool store in Fitzsimmons Lane. 

When they were ready to sell, 
the process had to be repeated in 
reverse. The fruit was taken back to 
the orchard and stacked in the shed, 
then repacked for market and loaded 
onto the truck. That was all done by 
hand, but the Aumanns were used to 
the strenuous work and just got the 
job done. That changed during the 
1960s when fork lift trucks and bulk 
bins were introduced.

Barry has spent all his life on the 
orchard except for two years during 
the 1960s when he was called up for 
National Service. Barry served in 
Vietnam with The Royal Australian 
Engineers. After the war and back 
on the land, Barry met Michelle at a 
dance in Hawthorn. 

“I took one look at her and thought 
she looks all right,” says Barry. “ 
We were married two years later 

in 1975.” 
Barry and Michelle built a house 

on the orchard and have been there 
ever since, raising their three kids, 
Susannah, now 38, Michael 36 and 
Caroline 32. 

After four generations of hard work 
running their business, the Aumanns 
are looking to sell the freehold and 
business, which includes five acres 
of land.

“We have already sold some of the 
land,” says Barry. “But I would love 
to see the business continue and see 
the land being utilised. Michelle and 
I intend to stay on in the house we 
love, but I won’t be growing fruit. As 
far as The Aumanns are concerned, 
that has come to an end.

“We could have relocated the 
orchard but because of the Green 
Wedge restrictions we’ve been de-
nied the opportunity to realise the 
full potential of the land value. I’m 
disappointed that we haven’t had the 
capital to relocate like many of our 
counterparts who have been able to 
get a fair price for their land.

“Life on the orchard has been great 
though,” Barry says with a grin. “It’s 
been bloody hard work. What we do 
revolves around the seasons and it’s 
a seven-day-a-week job. When you 
consider getting ready to leave for 
market at midnight the hours worked 
add up. Mostly I’ve been working 
80 hours a week for over 50 years. 
The women in the family have been 
working just as hard as the men too.”

What has been good about a life-
time of work on the steep slopes of 
the family orchard? 

“We’ve always had good rapport 
with the other orchardists,” says 
Barry. “It’s a great place to live and 
the view is fantastic from our place. 
We enjoy the best of both worlds. 
Living in this beautiful spot but only 
30 minutes from town.

“One thing I will miss after we sell 
the business is interacting with all 
the different people who come in the 
shop. I will miss that.”

Steeped in history

The originals: (Above) Wilhelm Aumann, wife Maria and children Eric, Ada and Herbert.

Best of both worlds: (top) Barry Aumann 
on the family farm.
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Celebrating book week
CHILDREN at Anderson’s Creek Primary School celebrated book week 
by dressing up as their favourite book characters or superheroes.

A school parade was conducted where children had the opportunity 
to display their creations. The event was organised by ACPS library 
technician Elissa Nitschinsk and was a great success.

By TRACEY MAILE
LAST month on August 6 the world 
commemorated the 70th anniver-
sary of the first atomic bomb being 
dropped on Hiroshima and the 
bombing of Nagasaki three days 
later. 

Inspired by the story, Sadako and 
the Thousand Paper Cranes, stu-
dents at Warrandyte Primary School 
have started their own thousand 
paper crane project. 

This tricky little origami has been 
quite a challenge, but students in the 
school’s weekly lunchtime origami 
club have mastered the technique 
and have started teaching other 
students in the rest of the school. 
Once they reach the magical number 
of one thousand, when a wish may 
possibly be granted, they will send 
the paper cranes to the Children’s 
Memorial (also known as Sadako’s 
Memorial) in Peace Park, Hiroshima.  

Sadako Sasaki was two years old 
when the atomic bomb was dropped 
on Hiroshima and nine years later 
she developed what was then known 
as “radiation poisoning”. She folded 
each origami crane with a prayer 
that she would recover but unfor-
tunately she died at the age of 12 
having completed over 1100 origami 
paper cranes. 

In the various books written about 
Sadako since her death, the authors 
have had her falling short of her 
target, completing 664 or a figure 
somewhere in the 800s.  But accord-
ing to interviews with her father, 
Sadako did in fact reach her goal of 

one thousand and then kept going. 
While she was sick, this young girl 
wrote to family and friends about 
her hopes for the future, a future 
where no atomic bombs would ever 
be dropped on a city again.

These days, every thousand ori-
gami cranes sent to Hiroshima rep-
resents a thousand wishes for world 
peace and we invite the Warrandyte 
community to add their wishes to 
our thousand crane project.

Little kits with about 20 small 

squares of origami paper and in-
structions can be collected from the 
Warrandyte Primary School office 
during school hours, or people can 
use their own origami paper and 
drop their completed paper cranes 
off at the school office. 

As long as the paper is no larger 
than 10cm square to start with, 
they will be included and sent to 
Hiroshima. The finished cranes 
should be kept flat (not inflated) so 
that they can be sewn together on 

long strings.
Sadako’s story has encouraged 

people around the world to think 
about the innocent casualties of 
all wars, especially children, and 
focussed attention on the human 
cost of nuclear warfare.  

Her brother recently donated one 
of Sadako’s few remaining paper 
cranes to the 9/11 Memorial in New 
York.  

Proof that Sadako’s message is still 
relevant, even after 70 years.

By SCOTT PODMORE
HELLO Warrandytians, welcome to 
a new initiative that aims to unite 
our public schools. It’s all about fun, 
learning and giving our school kids 
a portal to showcase their excellent 
work and develop some skills.

Insert Text Here (ITH) is a clever 
concept sparked by the creative 
mind of Warrandyte High School’s 
Natalie Manser who met with me 
a few months back to brainstorm 
the idea. It’s now a collaborative 

educational program that has been 
established between Warrandyte 
Primary School, Anderson’s Creek 
Primary School, Warrandyte High 
and the Diary. 

The aim of the project is to foster 
the writing and general multi-media 
talents of our local state school stu-
dents. That can range from articles, 
poetry, comment pieces, graphics, 
photography, art, video (online) and 
so much more. Of course, such a con-
cept can only build and strengthen 

the relationships with the students 
and staff within our local school 
community, too. 

ITH extends from the already 
well-established Warrandyte High 
School Scribblit group. This group of 
passionate, talented and industrious 
young writers and editors (along 
with teachers and parents) meet 
weekly after school throughout the 
school year to write, collaborate and 
discuss a range of written works. The 
work is collated into an anthology 

of student and staff writing that is 
published into a beautiful book 
called Scribblit.

The Scribblit group is coordinated 
by English teacher Barry Carozzi, a 
much-published writer with more 
than 60 books to his credit, whose 
writing awards include a Common-
wealth Senior Writers award through 
the Australia Council. Fortunately for 
us, Mr C is also a big part of the ITH 
team.Through this collaboration, 
our goals include creating other 

opportunities such as training and 
guidance for our young writers and 
multi-media students from the Diary 
team and professional locals in the 
media industry, to help develop their 
skills in journalism, design, blogging 
or video production. We also endeav-
our for the WHS Scribblit students 
to offer writing workshops for to 
primary school classes.

Stay tuned for more developments 
and in the meantime enjoy the first 
ITH (Insert Text Here) section.

Insert Text Here begins life in the Diary

Recycle 
your heart
The first love will always break  

it the hardest.
So recycle it.

Give it another chance.
A chance to be something different.

Something better,
Stronger. 

And one day,
He’ll come back to you.

And talk about his broken heart.
You can comfort him.

But laugh.
Laugh that now he finally  

knows the pain.
And that now you’re heart  

is stronger than ever.
He’ll want another chance  

to have your heart.
And you can laugh and say no.

Because he finally knows  
what he did to you.

And you're not going to let him do it,
Again.

Warrandyte Primary School and the Thousand Paper Cranes
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By MICHAEL DI PETTA
THIS year marks the 25th year an-
niversary of one of the eastern sub-
urbs hidden treasures, the Eastern 
Raiders Softball Club. The Raiders 
formed on Wednesday  March 23 
1990 as an amalgamation of Mount 
Waverley Softball Club and Black-
burn North Softball Club, to provide 
a more powerful entity better served 
to providing softball opportunities 
– it’s considered the “local connec-
tion” for Warrandyte and surrounds.

Twenty-five years on, the Raiders, 
who play at Jells Park in Glen Waver-
ley, are more dedicated then ever 
to provide a place for both children 
and adults to learn and participate 
in the game of softball. The sport 
isn’t usually the first choice for those 
looking to join a club environment, 
but Michelle and Alana Panza, a 
passionate Eastern Raiders mother 
and daughter combo from Park 
Orchards, know first-hand just how 
beneficial the game can be.

“It’s an off the mainstream sport, 
but once kids give it ago, with a bit 
of coaching they’ve built their con-
fidence and they are feeling really 
good about themselves playing a 
team sport, and there’s a massive 
social side to softball,” Michelle says.

For Alana, who’s 12, Eastern Raid-
ers softball has not only been a so-
cial experience but it has taken her 
places as well. Alana has travelled to 
Toowoomba, Canberra and Sydney 
with the Victorian softball team, of 
which she was captain.

“You can do it just for fun or you 
can go on and take it seriously. I 
like it because it’s a different kind 
of sport to something like netball, 
you get to learn a whole different 
skillset,” Alana says.

Michelle, now the vice president 
of the Eastern Raiders, has the goal 
to get more people interested in 
softball, especially kids, and turn 
the Raiders into an even bigger 
community.

“A lot of kids play softball in 
schools, but there’s no association 
between the primary schools and 
clubs, which means that kids don’t 
often go on with it, even if they really 
enjoyed it,” Michelle says.

“Now that I’m more involved, I’m 
helping run recruitment, we are 
getting teams of people together and 
we’ve been going to schools and do-
ing free coaching sessions as a part 
of recruiting and just for community 
awareness, getting the word out.”

For parties interested in joining, 
now is certainly the time with the 
season just around the corner and 
opportunities for players at the end 
of the year.

“Our season starts in October, we 

break for Christmas and run with 
the school terms, and finals are at 
the end of March. So it’s all about to 
get started, we have an association 
day on the October 5 at Jells Park, 
and our registration day and first 
training session is on the October 
12,” Michelle says.

“It’s also a really exciting time 
because the Australian Masters are 
coming up in October in Adelaide 
which I’m going to, and with the 
season starting up again everyone 

at the club is getting ready to go.”
Despite being a club that may 

go under the radar in the eastern 
suburbs community, the Raiders 
are one of the strongest clubs in the 
area for any code of sport. Indeed, 
the first president of the club, John 
Hollingsworth, is now on the national 
board for softball and the club has 
developed many national players.

“Our club is well known for the Aus-
tralian players we have brought out, 
I think one year we had six players 

come through the ranks to play for 
the national team”, Michelle says.

For those looking to try an exciting 
sport at a club of known pedigree, 
the Eastern Raiders may well be 
worth looking into. The association 
day and first training day will take 
place at Jells Park on October 5 and 
12 respectively, and primary schools 
interested in joining a round robin 
tournament to try their hand at soft-
ball need only make contact through 
easternraiders.org.au 

Up for a game of softball?

Raiders on a roll: Park Orchards’ mother-daughter combo Michelle and Alana (left) Panza at the Eastern Raiders Softball Club. 

By FRANS BROUWER
AFL footy finals are heating up in 
the Eastern suburbs, with finals 
already underway or over at ju-
nior and local levels. 

The good news is that means the 
footballing cricketers are drifting 
into training for the upcoming 
season, or at least advising junior 
co-ordinators and secretaries that 
they will be playing. 

The South Warrandyte Hawks 

have nominated five senior and 
two O40s veterans teams for the 
upcoming season, which is set to 
commence on Saturday October 
10 (one week later than usual 
due to the AFL Grand Final being 
pushed back to October 3).

Junior registration sessions 
were held on August 21 and 22 
August, with a further session 
arranged for 26 August due to the 
strong interest.  An U16, two U14, 
two U12 and two U10 teams will 

definitely start, but additional 
teams, either stand-alone or com-
bined with other clubs, remain 
distinct possibilities.

At the time of writing, no de-
cisions had yet been made on a 
preferred option (front or rear of 
the existing clubrooms) or tender-
er for the Colman Park Change 
Room Project.  

What is clear is that works will 
not start before the cricket season 
commences and, most likely, until 

after Cup Day.
The delay means that functions 

such as Ladies’ Day can still be 
scheduled at the start of the sea-
son (details TBA).

South Warrandyte has also es-
tablished a community fund to 
assist its members who may fall 
upon hard times. 

The cricket club itself contrib-
utes, but most crucially, events 
are also held to raise additional 
funds.  One such event is an an-

nual golf day at Yering Meadows 
Championship Course on AFL 
Grand Final eve, October 2. 

The cost is $150 per person, 
which includes: transport from 
the clubrooms to the golf course 
(departing 11am), lunch and 
drinks at Yering, golf and cart 
(Shotgun tee-off at noon), trans-
port back to clubrooms (depart-
ing 5:30pm), and dinner back at 
the club from 6pm (drinks at bar 
prices).

Time to get the whites out, Hawks

Park Orchards duo Michelle and Alana are a hit for the Raiders
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Park Orchards duo Michelle and Alana are a hit for the Raiders

The Coach
with CHRIS SHARP

By NICOLE HOWARD
AFTER interviewing some fine candi-
dates for the Big V Division 1 Men’s 
coaching role at Warrandyte for 
season 2016, the Venom are proud to 
announce to members, supporters 
and the broader community that 
Brent “Stretch” Reid is returning to 
take the reigns of the senior men for 
the next two seasons.

Director of coaching Nicole How-
ard believes Stretch is the perfect 
figure to help take the club forward 
after a very successful season.

“We had some fantastic candidates 
for this role, all with experience and 
enthusiasm. Stretch coached our 
Venom Youth League Men’s side for 
seasons 2012 and 2013, and did so 
with a great deal of integrity and 
passion. He interviewed exception-
ally well, demonstrating the skill set 
we were already aware of, while also 
displaying some obvious growth and 
development from his time away 
coaching State Championship Men at 
Sherbrooke and the Australian Men’s 
Deaf Basketball side, the Goannas,” 
Nicole said.

According to Howard, it is Reid’s 
ability to notice and harness pas-
sion that sets him apart from other 
coaches in the field.

“Stretch has a talent in fostering 
enthusiasm and will be not only be 
a wonderful coach leading our senior 
men’s side, but will proactively offer 
a pathway for our talented youth 
men looking to progress their ca-
reers at senior level,” says Howard.

Brent will begin his role at the 
club in the coming weeks and looks 
forward to setting the senior men’s 
program in motion for next season.

Finals frenzy
IT’S finals time at Warrandyte 

Basketball for both the Venom and 
Redbacks programs. 

After a 12-month season for Venom 
representatives and a five-month 
winter season for the Redbacks, all 
the hard work, training and hours of 
preparation has brought many teams 
to the pointy end of the season.

Representing Warrandyte in finals 
campaigns are nine Venom teams 
from U12 girls through to U18 boys 
and 38 Redbacks sides led by some 
of our upcoming superstars in the 
Under 9s and including many other 
experienced campaigners in the 
older age groups. 

Finals will run for the next few 
weeks and brings an added excite-
ment for all involved. Warrandyte 
Basketball is a strong chance to cel-
ebrate some memorable finals wins 
and looks forward to the continued 
support of the community.

Warrandyte Venom to 
bolster coaching ranks

By ED MUNKS
THE summer athletics season 
will commence next month 
and long-time local Warran-
dyte resident Peter Sharpe 
is continuing  in his role of 
director of coaching at Don-
caster. 

Peter is also coaching the 
transition of young athletes 
into senior ranks, with train-
ing sessions on Thursdays 
with the likes of Ben Munks, 
Abbey Caldwell, Nicole Reyn-
olds, Ben Macri and Emily 
Sharpe (pictured with Peter).

Peter has also commenced 
little aths pre-season training 
with sessions on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 4.30pm – 
5.30pm at the Tom Kelly Track 
at Rieschiecks Reserve. Regis-
tration day for new members 
will take place on September 
12 between 10am and midday.

Aths pre-season underway
Hey Dad, picture this:  Diary snapper Gareth Dickson was on hand  to capture this terrific action shot of his son 
Ben Dickson recently. 

Spring into action
THE year is flying by and we’re 
already into September. The 
colder weather seems to push 
into spring nowadays and al-
ways seems to dampen peo-
ple’s enthusiasm for exercise. 
Although summer seems a 
long way off, how you train this 
spring will determine how good 
you look on the river or beach 
in summer.You know what they 
say: summer bodies are made in 
winter and spring

There’s no doubting this has 
been a pretty cold winter and 
the start of spring has been 
chilly. The mornings have been 
freezing, as have the nights. 
It’s so easy to hit the snooze 
button on our alarms, to eat 
lots of warm comfort foods and 
let our training take a back seat 
to lazing on the lounge under a 
blanket. 

The problem with that is be-
fore we know it spring is upon 
us and we’ve stacked on too 
much flab to fit into last year’s 
swimmers. So how do you make 
sure that doesn’t happen?

Count down to summer
Let’s face it, goals are much 

easier to nail when we have a 
deadline. Set yourself up a cal-
endar or space where you can 
count down the number of days 
until the first day of summer. If 
you can actually see the days 
ticking down, it will spur you 
on to plan your meals and get 
your training done.

Plan your meals
This is a bit of a no-brainer, 

but it should be a priority. 
Abs are “made in the kitchen”, 
as they say, so plan ahead. 
While it may be tempting to 
crawl up under a blanket and 
order a takeaway, you’ll pay 
for it later. Don’t get me wrong, 
there’s nothing bad about the 
occasional splurge like that, but 
don’t let the frequency get out 
of control. 

Have a program
Don’t let your training slide 

and get caught off guard by the 
arrival of warmer weather by 
setting yourself a good program 
to follow. For example, these 
colder months are the perfect 
time to focus on building some 
good, strong, lean muscle with 
lots of compound lifts (think 
dead lifts, squats, bench press 
and clean and press). Now we’re 
into spring, make sure you’re 
including a few more High In-
tensity Interval Training (HIIT) 
sessions into your routine to 
help strip away any excess fat. 

Stay hydrated
We tend not to notice how 

little H2O we get into us over 
the cooler periods. We still 
need lots to function properly, 
especially if you’re in an air-con-
ditioned office all day. A lack of 
hydration can have some bad 
knock on effects that could be 
used as excuses not to train, 
like headaches, lethargy, poor 
concentration levels and thirst 
mistaken for hunger which can 
then lead to overeating.

Stay in control over winter 
and spring with these tips and 
you’ll be ready put on those fin-
ishing touches to show off that 
hard earned body this summer.

Call Chris 9844 0768 or visit
www.rivvapt.com.au
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By CAROLYN MUELLER  
& MEAGHAN CROSS
THE end of the 2015 winter sea-
son capped off one of the stron-
gest finishes in memory for the 
Warrandyte Netball Club as nine 
teams reached the grand final: 
three open age teams and six un-
der age teams. 

Playing at the Lower Temple-
stowe courts against strong op-
position including Donvale, East 
Doncaster and Eltham, seven 
teams managed to take home pre-
miership glory, crowning Warran-
dyte as the winners on the day in 
the Doncaster and District Netball 
Competition. 

A terrific day of finals compe-
tition kicked off early morning 
with the Under 13/2 Warrandyte 
Stingers team up against Don-
caster Youth Club Kool Kats. The 
Stingers were quietly confident 
going into the Grand Final, having 
already defeated their opponents 
by eight goals in the semi final.

The match was tight throughout 
the first half with the teams going 
goal for goal. However, the game 
changed in the third quarter with 
the Warrandyte goalies putting on 
a number of scores in quick suc-
cession to give them momentum 
into the fourth quarter. The team 
morale quickly lifted as more and 
more goals went in and the Sting-
ers eventually claimed victory by 
18 goals.

Later in the morning two Under 
15s teams took the court. The 
Under 15/1 Warrandyte Pythons 
were to play their long-time rivals 
Donvale Dominatorz. 

With just one loss for the season, 
Donvale was firm favourite for the 
premiership, but unfortunately 
for the Dominatorz the Warran-
dyte Pythons hadn’t read the 
script.

The Pythons went in hard and 
played to win, displaying strong 
defense in a well umpired game. 
Warrandyte’s fight proved too 
much for Donvale in defeating 
them for the first time this season 
(by eight goals) when it really 
mattered.

In another Warrandyte versus 
Donvale match up, the U15/3 War-
randyte Cobras took on the Don-
vale Dollz, a rematch of the semi 
final which Donvale dominated, 
winning 39-16. With that in mind, 
Warrandyte came out fighting 
and was up by six goals at quarter 
time. 

The game was tighter in the 
second and third quarters and 
with only eight players on court, 
Warrandyte dug deep and fought 
to maintain a one goal advantage 
at three quarter time. In the last 
quarter, the game went goal for 
goal. With only minutes to spare 
and the score drawn, Warrandyte 
fought hard and stole the ball to 
sink the final goal to claim a clas-
sic final win.

After lunch three Under 17 
teams took the court. Never 
before had the Under 17/1 War-
randyte Jaguars beaten the Deep 
Creek Crystals. The semi final 
meeting was one to forget for War-
randyte, with Deep Creek winning 
convincingly 53-22. The girls went 
in with a positive attitude and 
nothing to lose, and cool heads 
once again prevailed with a fairy-
tale victory for Warrandyte in a 
nailbiter. Cheers were heard far 
and wide as the players jumped 
all over each other to celebrate a 
two-goal win.

 The U17/2’s Warrandyte Leop-
ards took on Deep Creek Aquama-
rines. During the season the two 
teams had a tight tussle for first 
and second spot on the ladder 
and met each other in the semi 
final where the Leopards won to 
progress. Deep Creek was able 
to fight through the elimination 
final to face Warrandyte again, 
this time at the big dance. With 
just seven players, the Leopards 
showed strong fight but lost in an 

Netball seven heaven

arm wrestle, succumbing by four 
goals.

In our only match up for the 
day against Eltham, the Under 
17/3 Warrandyte Lynx faced the 
Eltham Firebirds. With only four 
teams in the section, the teams 
knew each other well and in 
previous meetings the Lynx had 
beaten Eltham only once. Going 
in as underdogs, the girls played 
a wonderful game of netball and 
the mateship between the girls 
was unparalleled. It was a close 
game for three quarters but the 
Lynx fell by six goals.

With the junior finals concluded, 
the Open teams took the court 
in the afternoon. The Open A 
Warrandyte Falcons took on the 
Deep Creek Diamonds, whose 
only loss for the season came 
against Warrandyte in Round 8. 
The game was always going to 
be hard fought and emotionally 
charged, as it was Amie Dusting’s 
400th game for Warrandyte Net-
ball Club. 

With composure and plenty of 
support from parents, Warran-
dyte brought home the win to 
celebrate another great milestone 
for Amie and break a six-year 
drought for the Open A team.

Coming into the finals season, 
the Warrandyte Open B Tigers 
were clear favourites, remaining 
undefeated for the season. Howev-
er, they received a reality check 
in the semi finals, losing to the 
East Doncaster Jets by four goals. 
That forced the Tigers to play 
Warrandyte Hawks in the elimina-
tion final, which they managed to 
win by three goals. When the Ti-
gers and the Jets met again in the 
Grand Final, it was the Tigers turn 
to growl, beating East Doncaster 
by 16 goals.

In the Open C section, Donvale 
loomed as the team to be reck-
oned with. Sitting on top of the 
ladder after a flawless season, 
they were the team to beat in the 
Grand Final after the Warrandyte 
Red Robins girls won a very con-
vincing semi final game against 
DYC to reach the event.

The Red Robins were confident 
and knew if they played their own 
game they could beat Donvale 
and that’s exactly how it panned 
out. The fourth quarter saw the 
Red Robins overtake Donvale’s 
score and run away with a terrific 
four-point win.

 That win was Warrandyte’s sev-
enth and final premiership win 
for the day, a remarkable achieve-
ment in the eyes of president Mea-
ghan Cross.

“It has been a great day of 
netball for Warrandyte and has 
capped off another terrific season. 
The club is going from strength 
to strength with recent seasons 
seeing record numbers of players 
and teams,” Cross said.

Smiles all round: Under 13 2 Stingers were too good for Doncaster Youth Club Kool Kats

Under 15 3 Cobras

Open C Red Robins

Under 17 1 Jaguars

Open B Tigers

Under 15 1 Pythons

Open A Falcons

Warrandyte girls storm home on Grand Final day with some incredible wins 
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By BRONWYN HAINES
LAST Sunday the Warrandyte Junior 
Football Club Under 11s were the 
only team from the Junior Bloods 
age groups to reach the big one 
as they took on Surrey Park in the 
Grand Final. 

A sea of red and white emerged 
from the Warrandyte community to 
support the U11 boys.  Unfortunate-
ly the young Bloods couldn’t quite 
claim victory in the grand final but 
still felt like “rock stars” in what was 
a great atmosphere on the big day.

Congratulations to the U11 boys 
on a fantastic season and especially 
to Seth Van Der Ree who was named 
as the best player in the grand final.

In other news, Under 12s young gun 
Tom Jackson managed to win Best & 
Fairest in the Yarra Junior Football 
League after a stellar season. Other 
Bloods to do well included Under 
11s footballers Robbie Cook who fin-
ished ninth in the league B&F count 
while Blake Haslam won the goal 
kicking. In the Under 13s ruckman 
Finn Swedosh finished sixth in the 

league B&F, while Aaron Castagna 
finished fourth in the Under 14s. 
Lachlan Ross had a great season and 
finished 10th in the Colts YJFL B&F.

The Warrandyte Junior Football 
Club best and fairest presentations 
have taken place with the following 
results for first, second and third in 
order: Under 10s Lachlan Guymer,  
Niels Withoff and Brayden Guymer 
(tied), and Patrick Downie; Under 
11s Tom Heffernan, Elliot Corcoran 
and Blake Haslam; Under 12s Nathan 
Leeson, Hayden Taylor, and Alan 

Ure and Sebastian Nitschinsk (tied); 
Under 13s Brady Poole, Finley Swe-
dosh and Hudson Rostron; Under 14s 
Aaron Castagna, Oscar Hodgson and 
Oliver Cassamento; Under 15s Ben 
Vermeulen-Brown, Darcy Poole and 
Jesse Spence; Colts Lachlan Ross, 
Andre Balemian and Zane Kontos.

There are opportunities to join the 
WJFC committee in 2016 and take 
on a role to support the continued 
growth of the football club. 

For more information visit the club 
website www.warrandytejfc.org 

Sharpe 
shooter on 
the oval
By ED MUNKS
LOCAL 16-year-old Emily Sharpe has 
been invited by the AFL development 
squad this September following her 
stellar season playing for East Ring-
wood in the Eastern Football League.

Following in her father Peter and 
younger brother Nick’s footsteps by 
joining East Ringwood this season, 
Emily exceeded expectations in her 
debut season.

A strong athletics background 
helped her find to her feet quickly 
and her run-and-carry style of play 
became a highlight on the wings all 
season long. Her major role in help-
ing secure an undefeated premier-
ship season for the team resulted 
in the call up to the development 
squad, which can be seen as the 
female equivalent to the men’s TAC 
Cup.

With the AFL committed to forming 
a women’s league, Emily is a terrific 
example of someone exploring the 
new pathways available for talented 
young females in football. 

Karina
national
champion
ADVENTURE sports top gun Karina 
Vitiritti claimed a women’s title 
in the 2015 National Cyclo-Cross 
Championships at Essendon Fields 
in early August.

“Yep, I was pretty happy with that,” 
modest Karina told the Diary, after 
we had to track her down to find out 
the great news.

“Cyclo-Cross is bike racing and you 
ride a Cyclo-Cross bike which is a 
cross between a mountain bike and 
roadie,” Karina said. 

“The circuit is 3km and girls race 
for 40 minutes and you see how 
many laps you can do in that time. 
It's all on dirt with tight corners, 
obstacles, mud, steps, pinchy climbs 
that you need to run your bike up, 
and things like that.”

Picture: CON CHRONIS

By TRICIA BARRETT
IT’S a finals frenzy at Warrandyte 
Tennis Club with a remarkable 
amount of teams having played or 
scheduled to play in grand finals 
over the weekend before the Diary 
went to print.

Section six ladies of Warrandyte 
have already secured victory in their 
grand final against Wellington in the 
MEMRLTA competition, winning 
four sets to two and 45 games to 31. 
The winning team consisted of Peta 
Young, Nicole Hogan, Di Dempsey, 
Anita Dinon, Sandy Ranson and 
Maaike Naude. 

Five juniors teams had grand finals 
over the weekend and all seven 
Warrandyte junior teams finished 
in the top four in their respective 
sections. Unfortunately, two teams 
were defeated in the semi finals along 
the way.

For the first time in many years, the 
finals will require the use of both the 
Taroona Avenue and Colman Park 
facilities, which is by no means a nui-
sance according to Junior Convenor 
Tony Honeyborne.

"Having to spread the finals over 
two venues is a nice problem to have. 

I am very proud of the way players 
approached their tennis through-
out the season, it’s great to see the 
improvement in their maturity and 
skills as the weeks progressed,” 
Tony said. 

Tennis finals are a reflection on 
the club as a whole and Warrandyte 
Tennis Club has attracted record 
numbers for junior competition 
with grades ranging from Section 1 
down to modified serving comps for 
beginners. 

The summer tennis season gets 
underway in early October and reg-
istrations are already looking very 
healthy.

In a veiled reference to some re-
cent adverse headlines in national 
newspapers, Honeyborne has urged 
parents who are considering sport-
ing options for their kids not to be 
swayed from tennis because of ac-
tions committed by serial offenders 
from Australia.

Those interested in trying tennis 
for the first time, or who just want an-
other chance to have a hit, need only 
attend a special WTC tennis event as 
part of the Seniors Festival Program 
on Sunday October 11 at 10am.

Sizzling form: Emily Sharpe

Finals galore at Warrandyte tennis

Eye on the ball: Ryan Rota in action at the Warrandyte tennis courts.

Juniors fall short

Onya coach: Under 11s player Max Bell and Travis Reddaway (below right) captured in a tender moment after the Grand Final while the Bloods give it their 
best during the game (above). Warrandyte Under 12s big man Tom Jackson won the Yarra Junior Football League Under 12s best and fairest award for his 
division. He’s pictured below with dad Chris (left) and coach James Yoffa. Pictures: SALLYANNE HARTNELL and SCOTT PODMORE
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