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Fright night
Warrandyte High School’s production of The Addams Family is sure to 
be a scream when it opens later this month, so get your tickets for the 

musical before they sell out. The production is on Thursday August 27 at 
6.30pm, Friday August 28 at 7.30pm, Saturday August 29 at 1.30pm and 
7.30pm. Tickets start from $12. Visit www.warrandytehigh.vic.edu.au or 

call 9844 2749 to book. Picture: STEPHEN REYNOLDS
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ear Gran. I am a 
struggling Warran-
dyte artist. How do 
I get more people to 
buy my paintings?  

WM, Brackenbury St.
You’re an artist, you’re sup-

posed to be struggling. If you 
want to move out of your 
garret into a mansion in Oak-
land Drive then try something 
useful like stock-broking or 
soliciting. Perhaps you need 
to be more selective with your 
subject matter – Madonna and 
child seems to have stood the 
test of time along with flow-
er arrangements and naked 
women. Warrandyte is also a 
very good place for gum trees 
and still life, of which numer-
ous examples can be seen in 
the course of the Research 
Road roadworks.  

Dear Gran. We want to get 
our Alice a puppy for her 
fifth birthday. What breed 
would you recommend? 
GSP, Tills Drive

Personally I have always 
wanted to get a Great Dane 
and call it Hamlet, but Alice 
would have difficulty patting 
it for another five or six years. 
Greyhounds are smaller but 
hard to keep up with when 
taken for a run. Chihuahua’s 
are less demanding in this 
regard – a daily turn round 
the front doormat is ample. 
Sausage dogs are useful if you 
can train them to lie in front of 
draughty doors and Jack Rus-
sell’s are an excellent choice 
if you were thinking of calling 
it Jack or Russell. Labradors 
will eat most things includ-
ing tennis balls, shoes, rugs, 

animal faeces and TV remote 
controls while Beagles are lia-
ble to embarrass you in front 
of guests by dragging your 
private stash into the middle 
of the lounge room floor. 

Dear Gran. Do you believe 
in gay marriage? 
FB, Koornong Cres.

If you mean gay as in cheer-
ful and bright, no. Put two 
wolf spiders in the same bed-
room and one of them’s going 
to end up legless. Marriage is 
much the same. When I met 
Leonard I thought the sun 
shone out of his arse, but 
when the sun went down all I 
was left with was an arse. Yes 
we had a honeymoon period 
and I admit a honeymoon is a 
bad time to have one, but in 
the end I was relieved when 
he took off with that floozie 
from Croydon – I wonder how 
she liked him pissing in her 
shower. If you mean gay as 
in same sex it don’t make no 
nevermind to me. 

Dear Gran. The other day 
I was baking a cake for my 
younger sister who was com-

ing over to celebrate her 
birthday with us, but when 
I took it out of the oven it 
hadn’t risen. I rushed out to 
Cheesecake Heaven only to 
come back and find my sister 
kissing my husband. What 
should I have done?
WS, Poppy’s Court

If you didn’t use self-raising 
flour or baking powder there’s 
nothing much you could have 
done. If you’re sure you added 
the rising agent you may have 
had the oven on too low and 
could try popping it back for 
another 15 minutes at the 
correct temperature. As a last 
resort you could just cut it 
into little cubes and ice them 
and act as though nothing had 
happened.

Dear Gran. How come the 
clothes at Target are so much 
cheaper? 
JB, Fossicker’s Way

The only thing wrong with 
clothes from Target is other 
people who know they’re from 
Target. For my money you 
can’t go past the Op Shop, 
and the fact we have two in 

Warrandyte puts you in the 
box seat when it comes to 
haggling. Simply take the leop-
ard print peplum dress with 
the beaded neckline to the 
Lions counter and tell them 
Rotary has the same thing for 
$5 less. I picked up a lovely 
pair of slacks for Neville the 
other day and got another $2 
off for the stains. 

Dear Gran. I object to hav-
ing to negotiate a minefield 
of droppings every time I 
walk along the river. Carry-
ing plastic bags should be 
compulsory. 
AM, Webb Street

Look I don’t know whether 
it’s better to preserve the stuff 
in plastic or just let it rot away 
by itself, but I doubt a little 
bit of poochie poo is going 
to kill anyone. Only the other 
day I got caught short myself 
half way between the loo at 
the bridge and the one down 
at Stiggants, but a quick pop 
into the bushes and no-one 
was any the wiser. 

Dear Gran. Your column 
would be so much nicer 
without your regrettable 
propensity for vulgarity. As 
my mother would say, real 
ladies do not swear. 
PC, Whipstick Gully

I quite agree that a civil and 
eloquent exchange of ideas 
makes for more edifying com-
munication when dealing with 
anyone exhibiting a passable 
degree of intelligence and an 
elementary grasp of the En-
glish language. Unfortunately 
these people are rare. And 
when I’m confronted by yet 
another witless dropkick who 
thinks it’s their job to tell me 
what I should and shouldn’t 
do I prefer candour. So up 
yours and your mother’s!
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your own pace. Motivation, dietary advice, 

friendship & fun!
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Trotting out some wisdom
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A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 27km from 
Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, 
in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon 
established its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. 
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young 
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb 
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte 
has been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

AUGUST 
Kurdish  
Kilims

living with
The Trotts

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH
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Flood of concerns
By MICHELLE PINI
DESPITE three years of negotiations 
with ratepayers, Manningham coun-
cil officers appear determined to en-
force their original and controversial 
“special charge scheme” for flood 
mitigation in Melbourne Hill Road.

After residents objected in force to 
the scheme, which was devised to 
address flooding in four properties in 
2011, a dedicated rep panel was set 
up by council to investigate alterna-
tive options. 

Among other issues, the panel 
criticised the scheme’s exorbitant 
cost to householders, as well as its 
lack of environmental consideration 
for the ecological sensitivity of the 
catchment.

At the request of the rep panel, 
Manningham council eventually ap-
pointed an independent consulting 
firm to produce a report for flood 
mitigation in the catchment. 

However, spokesperson for the 
rep panel Daniel Drew told the Diary 
he believed engineers “manipulated 
the options in the report to reflect 
preconceived outcomes” and that 
the process was “engineered by en-
gineers” from the beginning.

Mr Drew, who is also a profes-
sional environment consultant, 
said: “Council’s justification for the 
drainage scheme is to provide flood 
protection to a handful of houses in 
the lower section of Melbourne Hill 
Road – houses that were somehow 
given planning and building approval 
by this same council, which is now 
seeking to erase their responsibility 
in allowing such houses to be built.

“Additionally, a substantial contrib-
utor to the floodwater is the uncon-
trolled flow of council water through 
the catchment and the underlying 
responsibility of council to install 
infrastructure required to manage 
such flows … without impacting on 
the threatened houses – which were 
permitted to be built in the flood 
zone.” 

Mr Drew also told the Diary it is 
“on record in a number of meetings” 
that ratepayers are only legally 
required to contribute to flood 
mitigation costs for what is termed 
“One-in-Five-Year” rainfall events. 
The solution proposed by council, to 
which residents would be required to 
contribute, however, is designed for 
a “One-in-100-Year” event.

According to residents, one of the 
difficulties of the brief given to the 

consulting firm is they were asked to 
compare and gauge the alternatives 
with the “benchmark” provided in the 
original council model. This did not 
allow for an original and independent 
assessment of the task at hand, but 
rather an appraisal of the effective-
ness of the existing scheme.

The issue currently plaguing Mel-
bourne Hill Road is likely to become 
a widespread one within Warrandyte, 
and Manningham as a whole, as coun-
cils are forced to deal with escalating 
extreme weather events caused by 
climate change. The Melbourne 
Hill Rd residents are of the opinion 
it seems Manningham council en-
gineers are happy to come up with 
“special charge schemes” rather than 
address long-term effective environ-
mental solutions.

The official statement from the 
rep panel, word for word, supplied 
to the Diary:

The Melbourne Hill Catchment 
Community Representative Panel 
unanimously rejects the report from 
BMT WBM entitled:

“Melbourne Hill Road Drainage 
Scheme Assessment – Community 
Report”

The report is rejected because:
•  The Rep Panel has strong reser-

vations about the independence and 
therefore the integrity of the report:

•  The consultant agreed on 5 Febru-
ary 2015 to provide a written declara-
tion of independence to the Rep Panel.  
No such statement has been received

•  The consultant agreed to provide 
draft reports to the Rep Panel (together 
with all supporting raw data) at the 
same time as such information was 
provided to council.  Both the consul-
tants and Council are in breach of this 
agreement as all information relating 
to the consultant’s work has been 

provided only after prior approval by 
Council officers.

•  The report contains statements that 
the Rep Panel believe to be factually 
incorrect:

•  “The entire catchment contributes 
to the flooding issues experienced in 
the catchment” is a patently untrue 
statement and we believe its inclu-
sion is solely to support justifying a 
special charges scheme for the entire 
catchment.

•  The Rep Panel has reason to 
question some of the flood modelling 
and has been given no opportunity to 
discuss these issues or obtain clarifi-
cation before the report was released.

•  The report fails to quantify the 
significant contribution to flooding in 
the catchment from water which origi-
nates from Council-controlled areas or 
Council assets

•  The report fails to include a base-
line estimate of minimum cost required 
to upgrade existing drainage infrastruc-
ture to manage a 1 in 5 year ARI.

•  The report implies that the Rep 
Panel endorsed the 4 options mod-
elled, whereas 

•  Scheme 1 has never been accepted 
or endorsed by the Rep Panel

•  Scheme 5 as modelled was not 
agreed to by the Rep Panel

•  The report fails to record how each 
of the houses that are subject to flood-
ing were permitted to be built without 
adequate flood protection

•  The report fails to offer any pro-
posals for site-specific flood-protection 
measures for any of the flood-threat-
ened houses, in the absence of a 
Scheme 1 project.

•  The Rep Panel believes the tone 
of the report to be biased towards 
Council’s intention to enforce a Special 
Charges Scheme onto MHRC ratepay-
ers and section 5.10 is a thinly veiled 
attempt to intimidate the community 
into acceptance of such a Scheme that 
would maximize their contribution.

•  The MHRC community unanimous-
ly objects to the imposition of a Special 
Charges Scheme and nowhere in the 
report is this noted.

•  During the period of the study, 
numerous delays have occurred as 
the consultants and/or Council failed 
to meet their own deadlines.  Provision 

of information to the Rep Panel was 
always late and invariably insufficient 
time was allowed by Council for Rep 
Panel assessment with no consid-
eration given for submissions after 
Council-imposed deadlines.

•  The Rep Panel believes that the 
report has been unduly influenced 
by the views of Council officers and 
does not adequately reflect the input 
from either the Rep Panel or the wider 
MHRC community

The MHRC Community Representa-
tive Panel is resolute in its rejection of 
the report and the apparent collusive 
relationship with Council officers.  We 
are prepared to refer this matter to a 
higher Investigative Authority.

The Way Forward
Council officers have stated that the 

MHRC community would be required 
to contribute to the cost of upgrading 
the drainage infrastructure to manage 
a 1 in 5 year ARI.  Further upgrades 
required to manage a 1 in 100 year 
ARI would be fully funded by Council.

The significant inputs of water from 
Council-controlled assets (Wildflower 
reserve, Upper MHR reserve and the 
Leber Street drain), are solely the 
responsibility of Council and all in-
frastructure required to conduct such 
water through the catchment must be 
paid for by council alone.

The Melbourne Hill Catchment Com-
munity Representative Panel therefore 
demands:

•  An independent baseline costing 
of the minimum upgrades to existing 
MHRC drainage infrastructure to man-
age a 1 in 5 year ARI in the absence of 
water originating from Council assets.

Suggested Drainage Scheme Imple-
mentation:

•  A drainage scheme to manage the 
water from Council-controlled assets 
be implemented to manage a 1 in 100 
year ARI.  Construction to be staged 
and in consultation with affected prop-
erty owners such that costs to Council 
be spread over a number of years.

•  The staged approach to include 
the diversion of water down Houghton 
Road.

Melbourne Hill Road Community 
Reference Panel (10 August 2015)

NOTE: Due to deadline restric-
tions for this edition of the Diary, 
residents and Manningham City 
Council will be given every oppor-
tunity to respond in a comprehen-
sive follow-up article in the next 
edition of the Diary and online.

By SCOTT PODMORE
AS reported on the Diary website last 
week, Warrandyte residents turned 
out in force at a Manningham City 
Council meeting in opposition to 
the construction of the proposed 
petrol station near the roundabout 
in Yarra Street.

The meeting was attended by the 
three Mullum Mullum ward council-
lors, mayor Cr Paul McLeish, Cr Meg 
Downie and Cr Sophie Galbally, and 
Cr Dot Haynes.

That’s not the only opposition 
the applicant is up against as the 
Warrandyte Community Association, 
the Andersons Creek Catchment 
Areas Landcare Group, Manningham 
council and other locals have put 

forward concerns or made it clear 
they oppose the application.

Dick Davies presented on behalf 
of the WCA, and Grant Waldram and 
Maurice Burley on behalf of the War-
randyte Character Protection Group. 
Several residents also presented a 
case against what they believe to be 
“inappropriate development”.

Residents made a case suggest-
ing the development would be a 
first in what is supposed to be a 
Neighbourhood Residential Zone, 
that it would completely marr the 
“Gateway to Warrandyte” aspect 
at the roundabout; that it could 
not be considered part of the West 
End complex; that disturbance as a 
result of all night access would be 

a problem; that bushfire and water 
contamination risks were exacerbat-
ed, and other concerns. WCA called 
on council to strongly oppose the 
appeal to VCAT with legal counsel 
and expert witnesses, of which they 
have agreed. Council is a party of the 
hearing and will be represented by 
Maddocks Lawyers.

The developer declined to attend 
the submitters meeting and has 
appealed directly to VCAT.

Robyn Gillespie, president of the 
Andersons Creek Catchment Area 
Landcare Group (ACCA), says she 
has serious worries regarding the 
building of a service station on the 
floodplain.

“The major concern is spillage of 

oil and petrol into the creek from 
the site,” Robyn told the Diary. 
“Spillage presents a great threat to 
the plant and animal life of the creek 
and its banks. Among the animals 
threatened are platypus which have 
been seen in Andersons Creek just 
downstream of the proposed site in 
the past couple of months. An oil or 
petrol spill, even slight, presents a 
threat to these animals.”

The plans involve dumping fill into 
the area and building a retaining 
wall so that the risk of flooding is 
mitigated. 

“The effect of this is that the ecol-
ogy of the creek is altered,” Robyn 
says. 

“In heavy rain events instead of the 

water flowing across the flood plain 
it is confined in the creek. This will 
increase the flow in the creek leading 
to further erosion of the creek bank. 

“In addition the increase flow 
makes it harder for fish to swim 
upstream, other animals to maintain 
their place in the stream and plants 
to stay anchored to the banks.”

The VCAT hearing is on October 19 
and will last five days. At the request 
of the WCA, VCAT has ordered the 
proponent to produce new plans by 
August 14 allowing all parties two 
months to review the new plans 
before the hearing.

The WCA submission can be read 
online at www.warrandytediary.
com.au 

Council agrees 
to ‘no engine 
breaks’ sign
for truck drivers
FOLLOWING representations 
from a group of North 
Warrandyte residents, Nillumbik 
council has done a survey 
of heavy traffic on Research-
Warrandyte Rd and agreed to 
the placement of advisory signs 
asking heavy vehicles not to 
use engine brakes in residential 
areas. 

These will be placed at the top 
of the steep hill leading down to 
Stony Creek Rd and the Boulevard.

One will be placed at a distance 
beyond Camelot Close on the 
Warrandyte-bound side, the oth-
er near Charlotte Court on the 
Research-bound side. 

Council has passed the approval 
back to Vic Roads, who will erect 
the signs in coming weeks.

- DAVID HOGG

Sad news as IGA 
butcher passes
THE Diary is very sad to report 
the passing on Saturday of Damian 
Bird, the Quinton’s IGA butcher who 
was as hit by a car before being 
run over by a second vehicle on 
Jumping Creek Road in Warrandyte 
on June 24.

Mr Bird, in his 30s, was a much-
loved employee at our local IGA.

The supermarket’s owner Julie 
Quinton told the Diary the news of 
his passing was “heartbreaking”. 

“Very, very sad and we can’t begin 
to imagine his family’s pain. We will 
be doing a memorial piece on our 
Quinton’s IGA Facebook page.”

On the night of the accident Mr 
Bird had suffered serious head and 
chest injuries, including a collapsed 
lung. An off-duty intensive care 
flight paramedic arrived at the 
scene shortly after and he started 
treating the man before an ambu-
lance arrived. He was flown by air 
ambulance to The Alfred Hostpital 
in a critical condition. Ever since 
the accident he had been in a coma.

The Diary offers our deepest 
condolences to Mr Bird’s family 
and friends and work colleagues at 
Quinton’s IGA.

Servo site fight as WCA, council and locals object

The Diary wishes to formally note that the views, beliefs and opinions in this article are not 
the Diary’s or those of any employee or writer associated with the Diary. This newspaper 
remains independent and is offering residents the platform in which to voice their concerns; 
a platform Manningham City Council and its representatives have and will be offered.
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Keen up for
grabs but
not for Co-op
By VAL POLLEY and  
SCOTT PODMORE

THE 1ha block of land in Keen Ave-
nue being auctioned this Saturday 
(August 15) has been the talk of 
the town and the gently undulating 
property has a price guide of more 
than $1.6 million. 

The Keen Ave property has street 
frontage on three sides, including 
Yarra Street, and adjoins a reserve.

Since an auction notice went up 
there has been a flurry of inquiries to 
the Warrandyte Community Retire-
ment Housing Cooperative (WCRHC) 
about the possibility of retirement 
housing being built there. This land 
was one of several blocks of land 
first looked at by WCRHC in 2007-
2008 when the Co-op was formed 
with the aim of stemming the tide of 
older residents leaving Warrandyte 
when they could no longer manage 
their houses and large blocks of land. 

In 2008 the land was owned by Mrs 
Pamela Dorkin (nee Keen) who was 
living in South Africa. The Keens 
were a long established Warrandyte 
family who were involved with many 
community groups and projects 
in the early-mid 1900s. When ap-
proached by letter she expressed 
interest in the project, but it was 
early days and the Co-op’s resources 
were insufficient for any meaningful 
negotiation at that time. 

WCRHC instead later purchased 
another block of land owned by a 
local resident who was keen to see 
retirement housing in the town. 
Together with the aid of a generous 
local benefactor, the Co-op built 
Creekside in Warrandyte, a prize-
winning development of five lovely 
villas on the banks of the Andersons 
Creek in Harris Gully Road. It has 
proved most successful providing 
comfortable retirement living and 
community support for its residents.

Fast forward to the present day and 
the WCRHC has been negotiating for 
some months with other residents 
who are supportive of their land 
being used for retirement housing 
for Warrandyte residents. 

The Co-op is in the throes of finan-
cial and planning issues in relation 
to this new project. However, as 
the Keen Ave land has long been 
thought of by many as a possible 
retirement village site, following 
the recent announcement of sale an 
evaluation of the suitability of the 
land for a WCRHC retirement village 
was made.  Ultimately it was con-
cluded that it does not fit the board's 
criteria as well as the other property 
under consideration for a number 
of reasons. WCRHC is a small, local, 
not-for-profit organisation that is 
very proud of its achievements so 
far and looks towards its next project 
with enthusiasm. It would certainly 
welcome more participation by com-
munity-minded residents keen to see 
small pockets of retirement housing 
located in the township. 

The property will be auctioned by 
at 11am on Saturday.

Your Warrandyte IT specialist
BACKUP  WIRELESS SET-UP  NETWORKS  CLOUD INTEGRATOR  SMALL BUSINESS  MAC & WINDOWS

Bora Seker
info@bnsolutions.net.au 

0438 072 895

AS reported on the Diary Facebook 
page last month, Quinton’s IGA was 
broken into and cigarettes were 
stolen between 4.45am and 5.10am 
on July 29.

According to police the offenders 
cut through security fencing and 
placed a playground slide, taken 
from Anderson's Creek Primary 
School nearby, and placed it next to 
the building to reach the roof. They 
then entered Quinton's IGA via the 
roof and caused a lot of damage to 
structure and wiring in the process.

A large amount of cigarettes were 
stolen (possibly worth $20,000). 
Given the multiple locations and 
time involved in the burglary, police 
believe it is quite likely these people 
have been seen by someone who 
may be able to provide a description 
of them or the car they used to get 
away. Please contact local Police or 
Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000

Also reported earlier last month on 
our website, at 6.40am on Saturday 
July 4 Warrandyte’s Ruby Tuesday 
jewellery store in Melbourne Hill Rd 
was broken into. Three offenders 
wearing head torches smashed their 
way into the store and stole a large 
amount of jewellery before driving 
away in a small dark hatch vehicle. 

Police are looking for anyone who 
may have seen these people at the 
store, the hatch, or who may have 
knowledge of who committed the 
offence.

On Friday July 17 police executed 
a search warrant on a house in Old 
Warrandyte Rd, North Ringwood, 
where they located an amount of 
cannabis and other illicit drugs. Two 

men were arrested and charged with 
drug and other related charges. 

If you have any information or ev-
idence of people who may be neigh-
bours involved in manufacturing or 
trafficking illicit drugs please contact 
Crime Stoppers with the information 
on 1800 333 000

Police have reported a growing 
number of houses in the eastern 
suburbs including Warrandyte and 
surrounds are being used to cultivate 
cannabis.

Typically these houses are rented 
and within a short amount of time 
they are converted into grow houses. 
Generally doors and windows are 

boarded up or covered with plastic 
on the inside so you cannot see in-
side the house. 

The people who rent the houses do 
not normally live in the house. After 
setting up the crop they visit the 
house weekly to check on it.

If a house near you is rented and 
the windows appear to be covered 
and if cars come and go sporadically 
but the residents never seem to keep 
regular hours or you rarely see the 
tenants who have supposedly moved 
in, report your suspicions to Crime 
Stoppers.  Don’t let the scourge of 
illicit drugs move into your neigh-
bourhood.

Anyone with any information on 
the above incidents is urged to call 
Warrandyte Police on 9844 3231 or 
Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000. Even 
the smallest clue can point investiga-
tors in the right direction so please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch.

IGA and Ruby Tuesday rolled by burglars

By LAURA DOGUET
EXCITING developments are in 
store for Warrandyte’s favourite 
supermarket Quinton’s IGA, from a 
new home delivery service to price 
match promises. 

The home delivery service is the 
most recent initiative of the store, 
brought to life by newly appointed 
store manager Dale Farrugia. 

Dale, son of store owner Julie Quin-
ton, has worked alongside his family 
at IGA for nearly 15 years. 

Since previously managing the 
fresh produce department, Dale has 
relished the opportunity of stepping 
up to the role of store manager.

For 18 months he has been busy 
researching and planning the ser-
vice to offer Warrandyte residents a 
reliable, secure and efficient way to 
do their shopping. 

“I went and actually saw another 
IGA which was doing home deliv-
eries, and I thought this is great 
opportunity for the business and 
also for the Warrandyte community,” 
Dale told the Diary.

The service is open to anyone and 
everyone in Warrandyte and sur-
rounds. Quinton’s home delivery will 
stand out among the rest as items 
will be priced as they are on the shelf 
(no additional surcharge) and orders 
over $150 will have no delivery fee. 

The service also uses a very secure 
payment system to offer locals peace 
of mind.

Dale told the Diary the service 
would be accessible online via the 
IGA website from any computer, 
smartphone or tablet. Also, there 
will be a Quinton’s IGA app available 
on the app store for those with an 
iPhone or iPad. An app for Android 
users is likely to become available 
later on. 

The final touches are being applied 
to the operating system of the digital 
service. If all goes to plan, home de-
liveries should be underway in about 

six weeks, so stay tuned.
Another incentive to shop local 

is Quinton’s IGA’s ‘price match 
promise’. 

IGA supermarkets all over Victoria 
are matching the prices of leading 
brands in major supermarket chains. 

“Price Match will come as welcome 
news to Warrandyte residents who 
want to support their independent 
grocers but have previously found 
it more expensive to do so,” owner 
Julie Quinton said. 

“Not only does this initiative pro-
vide savings to shoppers’ hip pock-
ets but when you shop independent 
you also support your local com-
munity.”

For every IGA Signature product, 

two cents of the sale will go towards 
the IGA community chest – a pro-
gram that raises funds to support 
local community organisations or 
charities. Quinton’s IGA also sup-
ports local community groups and 
organisations through its indepen-
dent rewards program. 

When asked what’s next for the 
supermarket, Dale said he had big as-
pirations for the future of the store. 

He hopes to make the grocery 
shopping experience less of a chore 
and turn it into something people 
want to do, rather than have to do.

 “I want the customer service to 
be absolutely paramount,” he said.

 “But I also want to give custom-
ers a good value offer – I want the 

fresh departments to be better than 
they’ve ever been and I want the 
prices to be more competitive.”

Since his transition to store man-
ager, Dale has found more of an op-
portunity to make pivotal changes to 
the operations of the supermarket. 
Consequently, Julie has been able 
to take a step back as Dale assumes 
more authority.

“She was doing everything, over-
seeing all the finances of the busi-
ness and all the running costs,” he 
said. 

“But now that I’m taking the reins 
has taken a lot of pressure off her.”

For updates on the home delivery 
service: www.quintonsiga.com.au

Dale takes reins
at Quinton’s IGA
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By CHERIE MOSELEN
MENTORSHIP was the main fare at 
a special dinner last month for 22 
students who met with a group of 
Warrandyte women to share stories 
about the world of work and career 
pathways.

Hosted by Warrandyte’s Neighbour-
hood House and funded through the 
Department of Human Services, the 
Inspiring Young Women Dinner is the 
organisation’s second youth mentor-
ing event, following on the success of 
its inaugural dinner in 2014.

The evening focused around local 
business and experienced women 
connecting young people to their 
community, sharing knowledge and 
inspiring them with a can-do attitude.

Neighbourhood House Manager 
Emma Edmonds said the event 
was important in light of a sharp 
increase in youth unemployment in 
Melbourne. (In the two years to 2014 
there had been a 48.1% increase in 
youth unemployment in the outer 
eastern suburbs, according to the 
Brotherhood of St Lawrence.)

“In an ideal world we would run 
this program for both young women 
and young men, as it is a challenge 
for many young people, transitioning 
from education to the workforce,” 
Emma said. “However, as a small 
community organisation with limited 
resources, we need to focus where 
there is most need and inequality.”

In Australia generally, young wom-
en have a greater level of underem-
ployment than young men. They 
also begin their careers on lower 
wages and this inequity continues 
throughout their lives with women 
earning 18.8% less on average than 
males performing the same jobs, 
according to Australian Bureau of 
Statistics figures released recently. 

Emma explained rising female un-
deremployment led to a lack of choic-
es for young women and pointed to 
other possible negative outcomes. 

“Whilst there is no single cause 
of domestic violence, female un-
employment has been identified 
as one of the risk factors leading 
to increases in domestic violence 
against women,” said Emma. “Access 
to employment has a profound effect 
on a young women’s ability to be in 

control of her life and fully partici-
pate in society.”

Several years ago, a University of 
Queensland education forum on par-
ticipation in the workforce identified 
gender barriers for young women 
and suggested a number of steps 
to overcome them. These included 
school-based programs creating 
links with local employers, non-gov-
ernment associations, individual 
women, and the wider community.

Most young women attending the 
mentoring event (aged 16-17 years) 
were selected from Warrandyte High 
School. Several also came from the 
broader community, including three 
from Onemda, an institution in Don-
caster that provides support options 
to adults with intellectual disability.

Mentors included yoga teachers 
and youth workers, midwives and 
mechanics. All were keen to offer tips 
to students from their own work/life 
experiences.

Community Health Nurse midwife, 
Karin Stanzel, told the Diary the 
event was “a great idea that should 
be offered to all schools because 
it was valuable for girls to meet 
women from different professional 
backgrounds”.

She explained students were not 
able to do work experience in the 
nursing profession, so have a lim-
ited idea of what being a midwife is 
really like. 

“At least if students get a chance 
to talk to a midwife they can get a 
better idea of midwifery as a career, 
then think about whether they might 
be suited to it,” Karin said.

In between meal courses (cooked 
and served by VET students at 
Eltham College’s Swiper’s Gully 
restaurant) key motivational speak-
ers shared their wisdom. 

Julie Quinton of Quinton’s IGA 
spoke of how she had “survived and 
thrived” in the face of a devastating 
family event and encouraged the 
young women to “get some work 
experience”, even if voluntary.

“Don’t worry if doors close,” Julie 
said. “Eventually, one will open. Just 
choose a direction and keep moving.” 

Similar words of self-determination 
came from a stirring speech by CFA 
representative/volunteer Renee 

Road 
worker 
with 
heart of 
gold
By LARA MCKINLEY

WE see them out on the roads at 
North Warrandyte – the crews of 
workers who are part of a $25 million 
Yarra Valley Water sewerage project.

The Diary took time out for a chat 
with one of the workers, Steve Harris, 
and found out a pretty interesting 
story.

“I’m half-retired. When I retire, it 
sounds very righteous, but I’m going 
to do humanitarian work, in Bougain-
ville, Papua New Guinea. Well, I’m 
doing it now, but I am going to do 
more if it. I get medical supplies and 
sporting equipment to local people.

Steve said there was $40,000 worth 
of gear which reached PNG last year 
and “it goes straight to the villagers”.

“I’ll go back again before Christmas, 
see what they need and get it all 

gifted,” he said. 
So, why does he do it?
“They were our allies in the war, 

and that’s something I feel we don’t 
respect any longer; politics and min-
ing have got in the way,” he said. “I’m 
mean, two percent of the population 
die up there of malaria; it’s a prevent-
able disease. I’m not afraid up there. I 
believe you attract what you put out. 
I’m deemed a good whitey, I guess 
people see me as a good guy. 

“Look. I’m just nobody, but I can 
make a few phone calls and get things 
done. There’s a satisfaction that goes 
with it. Actually, I rarely talk about 
it. Most of my friends think I’m an 
idiot. But not my family. The kids 
thing it’s great.”

Girl power guidance
Inspiring women showing our girls the way

Inspiring young women: (above) Mentor and Art Therapist Karin Mead shares her work experiences with students 
from Warrandyte High. (Below) Youth Group leader Maddison Vernon and Warrandyte travel agent Carolyn Allen.

Bisscheroux. Likewise, artist and 
sceneographer Jeminah Alli Reidy 
urged the girls to “find your passion 
and stick at it.” 

Warrandyte High School student 
Elaine Burdett (Year 10) told the 
Diary she enjoyed talking “one-on-
one” with the mentors.

“It was inspiring to hear different 
experiences,” said Elaine. “And to 
hear the women talk about not giv-
ing up and the importance of being 
happy in your work.”

Year 10 student Andi Fidock said 
she was “grateful the women chose 
to give up their time to help with 
our futures”.

“I think most of the girls would 
have enjoyed the dinner and learned 
something,” Andi said. “I learned 
that you don’t have to be a certain 
type to get somewhere and be hap-
py in a job, but you do have to try.”
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LIVE MUSICFUNCTIONS

 
LIVE SPORTS

110 yarra st, warrandyte     t (03) 9844 3202     info@grandhotelwarrandyte.com.au     www.grandhotelwarrandyte.com.au

It’s time to start thinking about Christmas 
events. Dates are already starting to fill for work 
functions, family get togethers and social club 

events. Let us do the hard work for you.  
Call us to arrange a personal tour.

Country rock band ‘Ruckus’ will be playing  
at the Grand on Friday 31st July. Having played 
all over the country, including the Tamworth 
Country Music Festival, these guys sure know 

how to put on a great show.

 Don’t forget, we boast the biggest screens  
in town for you to view all of the live sports 

action every weekend. Come down with your 
mates for a meal and a cold beverage  

to catch all the action.
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Layedback 
Tours

Travel to Burma with specialists
Small group tours  

Dec ‘15; Mar Jun, Sep ‘16

Info session 28th August
Warrandyte Mechanics’  
Institute Hall at 7.45pm

RSVP to
layedbacktours@gmail.com

0439 311 428

By CHERIE MOSELEN
DIARY cartoonist Jock Macneish is 
a gifted artist. 

His Warrandyte Festival logos, su-
perbly drawn to capture the iconic 
presence of the Yarra River within 
each theme’s graphic, have been a 
hallmark here for almost 40 years. He 
also paints an exquisite watercolour. 

However, it was Jock’s brilliance 
as a cartoonist that lit up audi-
ence members at a presentation by 
Warrandyte Historical Society last 
month. 

Illustrated by just 30 of almost 2000 
cartoons he has drawn for the Diary 
since it’s first edition, Jock’s talk cov-
ered the local paper, the community, 
the role of Warrandyte Historical 
Society “and a bunch of other stuff”. 

His keen impressions of “this won-
derful community” filled the hall 
at North Warrandyte with laughter 
and earned a nod from many who 
recognised themselves in more than 
one cartoon. While his observations 
carried with them a thought-provok-
ing message about care and identity, 
two concepts Jock believes make 
Warrandyte a great place to live. 

“Communities are the things we do 
and the things we share because we 
care for people and for the good of 
the place,” Jock said. “Warrandyte is 
a fortunate location, populated by a 
fortunate people who have what is 
known as a ‘care surplus’.

“Although we think of Warrandyte 
as the ‘home of the artist’, in fact 
it would be more accurate to de-
scribe the Warrandyte house as the 
‘unfinished symphony’,” he joked. 
“Probably a result of homeowners 
spending far too much time at com-
munity working bees.”

About identity, Jock said: 
“Warrandyte Historical Society 

does an excellent job of letting us 
know who we were and Warrandyte 
Diary is, and has been, an ideal way 
of finding out who we are. As to who 
we are becoming…”

“Tomorrow belongs to that happy 
band of mumbling, awkward, slightly 
smelly bunch of teenagers you’ll 
find slouching about in school play-
grounds and skate parks,” he said. 
“I can’t understand much of what 
they are saying, but I do know that 
by growing up in Warrandyte they 
are acquiring an identity, which will 
serve them well throughout their 
lives. And they’re absorbing a ca-
pacity to care for people and place 
which is second to none.”

Although he’s “never really thought 
of himself as a cartoonist” because 
he “does so many other things” (like 
being an architect, author, artist 
and illustrator who spent 20 years 
working in media broadcasting and 
another 20 years as an independent 
communications consultant), Jock 
told the Diary he has “drawn car-

toons for a living”. 
From 1969-70, Jock was the daily 

pocket cartoonist at short-lived Mel-
bourne evening newspaper Newsday, 
alongside feature cartoonist Michael 
Leunig of today’s Age. 

He was also the cartoonist for Pap-
ua New Guinea’s national newspaper 
the Post Courier, from 1973-75.

Outwardly, cartoons about War-
randyte, about anything, might look 
easy to create, but are they? I asked 
Jock to draw me a picture.

“The powerful thing about car-
toons is that visually they are all 
about recognition, but cognitively 
they are about revelation. Cartoon-
ists try to reveal aspects of the 
human condition and express those 
in a form of visual shorthand – a 
cartoon,” he explained. 

“They ‘see’ what’s going on in the 
slightly more obscure world of hu-
man behaviour, the subtle inter-rela-
tionships between people and place 
that make up, say, the Warrandyte 
community.” 

“Anyone living here can recognise 
Warrandyte at a glance, but actual-
ly ‘seeing’ is much more difficult. 
Seeing Warrandyte’s shapes and 
textures, its colours and its shadows 
is what artists do.”

(No, Jock. Seriously. I meant draw 
me a picture.) 

While visual communication is 
undoubtedly Jock’s strong suit, the 
talented artist’s parting words were 
equally insightful. 

“It’s been a privilege, having been 
part of recording ‘what happened’ to 
Warrandyte over the past 46 years,” 
he said. “It’s taught me how to better 
care for people and for the good of 
the place. It’s shaped my identity.” 

Archived copies of the Diary 
(featuring all Jock’s cartoons since 
1970) are held at the Diary office 
and the Warrandyte Historical So-
ciety. For more information contact 
whs.secretary@hotkey.net.au

Too funny for words
A cartoonist’s insight into living in Warrandyte

Check out our video of Jock 
and his cartoons at  
www.warrandytediary.com.au
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Myki reader not working

Big stink
Dear Diary,
Some dog owners are disgusting 
I'm over them leaving their poo 
in plastic bags on the river path. 
It's time to keep all dogs on a 
lead all the way along the path 
too because here are too many 
innocent eyed dog owners walk-
ing ahead of their dogs not notic-
ing them pooing behind them.

Disgusted (name and address 
withheld)

Cheers to traffic workers

From the editor
Hi guys and girls, we did ask Manningham council whether there 
were plans to change parking restrictions and director of assets 
and engineering Leigh Harrison said: “Yes we are consulting with 
the local traders about the appropriateness of some signage and 
subject to the outcome of this consultation, there could be some 
changes to extend the duration of parking from 1 to 2P and ter-
minate the restrictions at 6pm between Monday and Friday each 
week.” Hope that helps. 
- Scott P (editor)

An expensive dinner

Braking 
essential
Dear editor,
Residents complaining about noisy 
trucks should be pleased that those 
trucks do not plough through their 
front door.

Truck drivers know how to drive 
their trucks using gears to prevent 
their brakes becoming overheated 
and useless.

Warrandyte roads place great de-
mand on gears and brakes, brakes 
failing downhill on a truck spell 
disaster.

Overheated brakes are as good as 
no brakes.

John, Warrandyte.

Retain our 
charm
Dear editor,
Warrandyte is unique and it seems 
to me really important to retain 
that. A large or showy service sta-
tion would change the bush/river 
environment that we came here 
for and that many visitors come 
to enjoy. The artistic sense for the 
environment is unusual so close to 
the city. Let's not lose it.

Also, we need to simplify traffic 
along Yarra  Rd. There are service 
stations nearby.

Elsa Martin, North Warrandyte.

Dear editor,
Oh dear, 40 years ago Warrandyte 
was such a peaceful village, and 
that is why I moved into the town-
ship, on Yarra Street, near the rec-
reation reserve.

But now there seems to be no end 
to the problems.  That’s not actual-
ly true: there are two ends.  

One is at the bridge, and the oth-
er is at the roundabout at the end 
of Harris Gully Road.  Both ends 
are getting worse.

At the bridge over the Yarra, 
traffic from South Warrandyte 
crossing the bridge has right of 
way over traffic coming to the 
bridge through the township (see 
diagram).  During peak hours, more 
than 60 per cent of the traffic from 
South Warrandyte turns right, hold-
ing up the township traffic which 
then gradually builds up into a 
queue sometimes stretching all the 
way back to the Harris Gully round-
about. Traffic down Harris Gully 
Road is increasing, and because 
that traffic has right of way on 
that roundabout over traffic going 
towards the bridge, there may well 
be a time (only a couple of years 
away) when the traffic moving 
through Warrandyte comes to a 
standstill at that roundabout too.  
I am sure of this, for I have lived 
close to that roundabout for the 
last 40 years, and have watched it 
happen from time to time already.  
I could hardly believe it when I 
learned that someone wanted to 
build a petrol station there. 

 What was even more surprising 
was that a representative of the 
developer actually suggested that 
traffic problems did not matter; 
that motorists always seem to find 
an alternative route around prob-

lems of this kind.  Well, they hav-
en’t for the last 30 years and that’s 
for sure.  We in Warrandyte know 
it.  Manningham council knows it.  
VicRoads knows it as well. No one 
has found a solution.

Some of us dream of a second 
bridge over the Yarra, in the hope 
that it would alleviate our traffic 
jams in peak hours.  Perhaps it 
would, but the options are not very 
great.  The real problem is that 
on the northern side of the river, 
roads are not suitable for heavy 
traffic, especially those close to the 
river.  That means that if a second 
bridge were put across the river, ei-
ther upstream or downstream from 
the current bridge, there would 
need to be major road work on the 
northern side.  I can think of three 
places where such a second bridge 
could perhaps be built across the 
Yarra, but they all have that same 
problem.  One would be upstream 
at Jumping Creek Road, about a 
kilometre from the roundabout on 
the Ringwood-Warrandyte Rd.  That 
bridge would link up with a spur 
on the northern side (which could 
be a problem), and run up the 
spur to join the Kangaroo Ground 
Road.  Such a route would reduce 
the amount of traffic turning right 
onto the bridge at Warrandyte and 
free up a little the traffic moving 
through Warrandyte. Of course the 
local residents would not be very 
happy about it.

A second possibility would be to 
cross the river downstream near 
the Warrandyte High School.  That 
option would perhaps also have 
problems on the northern bank 
but could, with a lot of road work, 
join up with Research-Warrandyte 
Road.  A nearby third possibility 

would be to cross just west of the 
power lines across the Yarra, with 
similar problems.  Either of the 
downstream options would reduce 
the traffic turning left across the 
bridge to North Warrandyte and 
Kangaroo Ground, and so make the 
traffic jam less in Warrandyte. How-
ever, to turn Warrandyte back into 
a village would require a bridge 
and a bypass. That could mean 
goodbye to Gold Memorial Road.

As for changing the current 
bridge across the Yarra, or the 
approaches to it, I can see no ad-
vantage.  The critical issue seems 
to me to be the roundabout, and 
the right of way that traffic from 
South Warrandyte has over the 
traffic through Warrandyte. That 
would be the same however wide 
the bridge was made, Traffic lights 
would need three changes, one 

for each road entering the inter-
section, with corresponding long 
delays for each of them. That could 
be part of a larger plan but is un-
likely to work on its own. 

I am no road engineer or planner, 
but I can see that there are lots of 
problems about building a second 
bridge to the northern side of the 
Yarra.  However if you are such an 
engineer or planner don’t be afraid 
to tell me what the solution could 
be.  I would be delighted to learn 
what it is, especially if it is actually 
implemented.

So far, my comments have been 
from the point of view perhaps 
of any one living in or passing 
through Warrandyte, and having to 
get home for tea after work.  But I 
do have a personal perspective as 
well.  It’s bad enough now getting 
into or out of my property in Yarra 

St near Harris Gully Road during 
peak hours.  Build a petrol station 
at the roundabout at that intersec-
tion and it will be so much harder, 
and  more dangerous for me and 
my neighbours. By the way, in a 
year or two, a petrol station there 
could be effectively closed to traf-
fic between 5pm and 7pm on week-
days. Better to close it before it is 
built than to lose by closing it later.

 As far as access to petrol and 
groceries are concerned, I’m happy 
enough. If I’m travelling Lilydale 
way I fill up at South Warrandyte. If 
I’m travelling south, north or west I 
fill up at the Pines. And if shopping 
then I prefer Quinton’s IGA to 7/11 
any day.

I see little chance of the traffic 
problems in Warrandyte during 
peak hours becoming better rather 
than worse. Warrandyte has been 
seeking a solution for at least 30 
years: traffic through Warrandyte 
has been seeking an alternative 
route for at least 30 years: and we 
are unlikely to find them during the 
next 30 years. If Manningham or Vi-
cRoads do have a solution in mind, 
please put it on the table; or better 
still, get it done.

Meanwhile, if you are going to 
have a heart attack or a house fire 
just make sure its not on a weekday 
between 5pm and 7pm. And if any 
developer thinks this is not a fair 
opinion, please just solve these 
matters rather than make them 
worse.

Regards, Ron Garrett

The ageing pains of a village
You’re the voice dear diary

Letters to the Diary on local topics 
are welcome. All letters —including 
emails—must include the writer’s full 
name, address and phone number, 
even if not intended for publication. 
Letters may be edited for reasons 
of style, length or legality. Letters 
can be posted to: Warrandyte Diary, 
PO Box 209, Warrandyte Vic 3113. 
They can be emailed to:  editor@
warrandytediary.com.au; or left at the 
Diary at 168-178 Yarra St.

Val, you are 
spot on 
Dear Diary,
Val Polley, you are spot on that 
the cause of the traffic issue is 
likely to be non-local traffic and is 
unlikely to be resolved with local 
solutions such as bridge upgrades 
or road realignment. Having said 
that we don't know for sure.

Hopefully once Vic Roads' data 
comes in we'll know if it's local 
or transit traffic causing  the 
gridlock . If it's local traffic then 
local upgrades are likely to help. 
If it's transit traffic that's the issue 
then local upgrades are likely to 
do nothing other than encourage 
more cars (and trucks) to transit 
Warrandyte as they seek the path 
of least resistance across the river.

I am worried that if we push for 
short term local upgrades, traffic 
gridlock will continue until the 
missing Ring Road link is finally 
built, but by which time War-
randyte will be blighted forever 
having become little more than a 
roadway.

Michael Bethune

Dear Sir,
In your article “Community to 
Blame” in the July edition of the Di-
ary it is good to see someone speak-
ing up for progress. Thanks.

I hope it's read by residents as a 
"careful what you wish for" wake 
up. The "anti-everything brigade" in 
Warrandyte has long got under my 
skin. I've lived here for close to 35 
years, so I've seen a fair bit of it. 

I was here when there was a crap-
py little woodyard at the Goldfields 
Plaza site. Boy, how did that build-
ing get over the line? Out of keeping 
with the area ... loss of amenity... 
same old arguments trotted out.

When reported, it's words like 
"Warrandyte residents furious". 
Well, no, just a select group. More 
accurately: "Some Warrandyte res-

idents furious". It may be 50 to 100 
people out of a population of 8000 
residents. Of course, some develop-
ments aren't suitable and I'm thank-
ful these don't get the go-ahead.

When I spoke up for having a 
petrol station at the old Shell site, a 
WCA person told me in a phone call 
they were opposed to having one 
at that location, but there was the 
possibility of having one at 1 Yarra 
St, which would be a better loca-
tion.  Now that that's on the cards, 
there are howls of protest. Again!  
Ha. Is that dented, uneven rusty 
corrugated iron boundary fence 
"heritage-listed"?

Each time some development 
is stopped, we end up looking at 
the same old derelict eyesores for 
another 10 years and businesses 

complaining that they can't earn a 
living in Warrandyte. The old Shell 
site still looks like a petrol station, 
without being a petrol station.  I'm 
thinking most Warrandyte residents 
have cars, in fact, a lot of big ones 
(4WDs)! It's fine to muck up some-
one else's suburb with servos ... as 
long as it's not our own.

I'm starting to wonder if the War-
randyte Community Association 
represents the feeling of the ma-
jority of Warrandyte residents, or 
do they go with what they think is 
"good for Warrandyte"?

Your article eloquently puts the 
idea of people too easily "jumping 
on the protest bandwagon". It mir-
rors exactly what I have been feel-
ing over the years.

Anthony Sochacki, Warrandyte

Dear editor,
I was somewhat dismayed to dis-
cover that I had received a parking 
fine on the night of Friday, 3rd July 
whilst attending a dinner at Vanilla 
Orchid Restaurant.

I was parked across the road 
in Main Street in what is now 
a one-hour parking zone. I can 
understand that this is the case 
during the day.  However, at night a 
one-hour parking zone in this area 
should finish at 6pm. Mostly city 
and inner city parking is free after 
6.30pm. I see this purely as revenue 
raising for Manningham Council 
and not to the benefit of restaurant 
traders in Warrandyte.  

Kind regards, Julia

Recently a number of patrons of 
Warrandyte Theatre Company pro-
ductions seem to have been booked 
for parking in Yarra Street between 
8pm and 11pm in areas where it 
is marked as “one hour” parking. 
While I am supportive of such a 
parking restriction during the day, 
I am not sure why the restrictions 
apply for 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week.

Surely there is no great demand 
for parking in these hours? Might 
it not be feasible to add that the 
one-hour restriction applies only to 
hours between 8:30am and 5:30pm, 
with unrestricted parking outside of 
those times?

David Tynan, President, WMIAA

My full appreciation goes out to 
the company, the workers, and the 
traffic controllers who are working 
on the North Warrandyte Sewer-
age Project.  Every night I found 
everything along the road cleaned 

up,  And with the great difficulty of 
the traffic along the many winding 
roads the Traffic Controllers are 
polite and considerate in ensuring 
the least interruption to daily life.

Well done, Agnes Stuyfbergen

Speaking up for progress

Dear Diary,
We enjoy the service from Warran-
dyte to the city, but we have re-
cently on two occasions found that 
the bus Myki reader is not working.  
The drivers acknowledge that the 

system is not working.
It is lovely to get a free ride, but 

I wonder are we being set up for a 
cut back in services as our trip is 
not being recorded?

Colin Hall, Warrandyte.
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Council works 
with committee 
on licensing and 
eco issues
By SCOTT PODMORE
FUTURE changes to the War-
randyte Community Market 
include more environmental 
works planned next month, 
drainage solutions being im-
plemented and the reduction 
of stalls, possibly up to 40.

Manningham City Council 
has held three meetings with 
the market committee over 
the past five months with the 
aim of tightening up licensing 
requirements and planned 
repair work to improve the 
environment and sustainabil-
ity of the Warrandyte River 
Reserve.

Manningham council’s di-
rector of community pro-
grams Chris Potter says there 
are two main focus points 
from the discussions: “Firstly, 
there’s a requirement from 
State Government to have a 
licensed agreement to run the 
market and that agreement 
comes with a whole raft of 
agreements around risk man-
agement plans, traffic manage-
ment plans, food safety, food 
hygiene, waste management 
and so on. 

“That ensure’s the market 
committee has a proper set-
up, governance and correct 
reporting structures. All of 
those things that perhaps ha-
ven’t been addressed before, 
in a formal sense, that need 
to be there for a licensed 
agreement for the Department 
of Environment, Land, Water 
and Planning. 

“The committee has built up 
to about seven members now 
and if there are gaps in those 
requirements for a licensed 
agreement we’re happy to 
help them work through that.

“The other focus point is 
working through the environ-
mental footprint, addressing 
the environmental factors, 
which include the protection 
of trees.”

Previous works were done 
along the river at Stiggants 
Reserve in 2006 and in March 
this year when fencing was 

placed near the riverbank and 
rocks were placed to protect 
trees.

Manningham council’s Co-
ordinator of Landscape and 
Leisure Paul Goodison said 
council had received feedback 
from the community about 
the sustainability of the mar-
ket and the long-term impact 
it was having on the site. 

“That led us to do an ar-
borist’s report – main issues 
being the vehicle movement 
going through and the com-
paction you get with people 
and vehicles going through 
there was having a detrimen-
tal effect on some trees,” he 
said.

“There were four trees spe-
cifically that would potentially 
be having some serious issues 
if we didn’t address it quickly, 
so that was some of the work 
we did back in March when 
we put some rocks and logs 
around certain trees to pro-
tect those trees and not have 
stalls under those trees. 

“Now we’re planning to go 
back in in September to pro-
tect some of the other trees 
that are at less risk, with the 
work to be done after the Sep-

tember market and before the 
October one. It’s going to be 
similar to what was done last 
time and will result in vegeta-
tion coming back. Of course, 
when it’s initially done it looks 
quite raw but, once you get 
the compaction off that, it will 
come back.”

Council is also looking at 
some aspects of drainage in 
the area. 

“It’s not just a matter of 
reducing the footprint and 
controlling cars – we’ve had 
an ongoing issue with cars 
driving into the bushland in 
some areas where they set up 
– but we’re also looking at giv-
ing some areas some stability 
underneath with some agi-line 
so that it’s better wearing and 
also some drainage works at 
the bottom of Stiggants Street 
where the water comes down 
the street and floods where 
some of the stalls go,” Mr 
Goodison said. 

“Just minor works to that 
particular area that is retained 
for the market to make it 
more functional and avoid 
people slipping and sliding 
everywhere.”

Long-time Warrandyte Mar-

ket committee secretary Mar-
gory Lapworth says meetings 
with council have been pro-
ductive and while works to 
ensure the sustainability of 
the environment are warrant-
ed, she says the committee 
has some concerns and hopes 
all will be sorted through the 
negotiation process.

“Yes, we’ve been having 
meetings with Manningham 
council and they have been 
keeping communication going 
about their plans. We’re work-
ing with them,” Mrs Lapworth 
told the Diary.

“Of course, there are four 
things we really don’t want 
to happen out of all this. One, 
(hopefully) the unlikely event 
that the Warrandyte Commu-
nity Market is finished up. 

“Two, that the works take 
a lot longer than what is 
proposed. 

“Three, the reduction of 
market stalls results in some 
long-time favourites having 
to leave. 

“And four, car parking is-
sues aren’t resolved. Time 
will tell, but we’ll work along 
with council in an attempt to 
ensure none of that happens.”

Cheers to traffic workers

CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS
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Clyde’s 
Conundrum
Julie from Webb St celebrated her 
birthday. Two days later her older  
twin brother, Tim, celebrated his.  
How is this possible?

S H A P E S  B O B C AT  C a l l 
9844 2117 or 0410 402 046. 

HOUSE PAINTING Call your 
local painter. No job too small.
Seniors discount available. Clint’s 
Progressive Painting Service 
9844 4969 or 0424731830.

PORT DOUGLAS 2 bedroom, 
se l f  conta ined,  beachs ide 
appartment for rent. A/C & ceiling 
fans. Heated pool/spa. 2 mins 
wlak from Four Mile Beach. 
Call Kerrie 0409 359 240.

MOBILE WOOD SPLITTING 
SERVICE Ring Terry 0409 411 943  
or leave a message on 9722 2592.

D I G I T A L  M A R K E T I N G 
M E L B O U R N E  B a s e d  i n 
Warrandyte. Websites, email 
marketing, digital strategy & social 
media Call Kieren 0422 954 956. 

WARBOTANICALS NATURAL 
SKINCARE Is now being home 
delivered. Call Mel Kimberley  
(local distributor) 0438 021 272 
or warbotanicals@hotmail.com

WANT A MINI AD? 9844 0555.

VCE MATHS Tutoring available from 
experienced VCE mathematics 
teacher. Reasonable rates. Call 
David on 9844 5727 for more info.

SAFE AND SOUND PET CARE 
We care for your pet when you 
cannot be there. Honest, reliable 
and professional care in your own 
home. Phone Norma 0409 137 246.

AUTHORISED CELEBRANT: 70 
years young. 3000 weddings. Still 
going strong. John Byrne 9844 
2155, 0418 995 189.

MOSAIC STAINED GLASS 
Beautiful panels for doors and 
windows; natural themes and small 
panels a specialty. Free quotes. 
Shan 9712 0024.

CHAUFFEURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely in stye & comfort. 
Airport transfer, parties, weddings. 
City & subrub to suburb. Up to 6 
passengers & luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801.

IRONING Basket overflowing? 
Reliable quick service shirt  
s p e c i a l i s t .  N o n - s m o k e r. 
F ree  p ick -up  &  de l i ve ry.  
Call Judy  0488 738 458.

DIARY MINI ADS

ELECTRICIAN
▲ Domestic  
▲ Commercial
▲ Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979
NO JOB TOO SMALL

REC no. 6161

bradley curtis

Release your stress
Improve your well being

Calm your mind in serene 
surroundings

Classes for adults & children

BHAVA YOGA & DANCE CENTRE 
5a West End Rd, Warrandyte

9844 1128
bhavacentre@gmail.com

Yoga, Meditation & 
Creative Dance

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

A BIT OF WARRANDYTE 
BY THE SEA!

Available all year
‘WYTALIBA’ 

Mudbrick Cottage  
at Aireys Inlet

Set on two acres of bush and  
cottage garden it has three bedrooms  

(two queen beds, two singles),  
a fully equipped kitchen, open fire, 
courtyard with bbq. 15 min walk  

(three minute drive) to beach,  
general store and close to bush walks  

in the Angahook State Forest. 
Available Jan/Feb and all school 
holidays. Minimum two night stay. 

Call Karen on 0425 609 789  
for bookings and inquiries

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490  
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L  W O R K  G U A R A N T E E D

painting & 
decorating

Andrew John
Managing Director

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au

w: fourwallspainting.com.au

DIETITIAN  
At Warrandyte Consulting rooms

Lisa Mc Glashan APD is now 
available for appointments 

Saturdays 9am-12pm
Diabetes, Weight Management, 

Irritable Bowel Syndrome, Inflammatory Bowel Disease, 
Coeliac Disease

FOR ENQUIRIES/APPOINTMENTS  

0432 026 579 | lisamcglashanapd@gmail.com

system is not working.
It is lovely to get a free ride, but 

I wonder are we being set up for a 
cut back in services as our trip is 
not being recorded?

Colin Hall, Warrandyte.

Solution next issue.

Market moves
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There are no streetlights out 
here and there is no breeze 
this afternoon. We’ve moved 
the cars for the burn-off. 
They’re burning along the 
perimeter, metres either side 
of the fence. The burns will 
run like a moat around the 
property, a dead zone, a black 
line.1 

There are a couple of big 
trees that might fall across 
the driveway if they go up, 
but they shouldn’t go up, 
it’s a routine burning. The 
fires are small, controlled. 
We’ve moved the cars just 
in case. Raced them past the 
beginnings of the burning to 
the end of the long muddy 
driveway that is slipperiest 
just before Spring. 

We should walk back quickly, 
better to slip in the light than 
in the dark. The sun is setting 
on the back of your neck, 

burning above your collar, 
holding itself above the 
horizon with all of its weight 
on your shoulders. 

You stop for the first crack. 
We turn and sit in the mud 
half-way up the rise of the 
driveway. The sun loses its 
grip on you and starts to fall.

The second crack brings 
the darkness, the fallen sun 
explodes from the guts of 
the big tree. Orange blows 
apart its insides. It howls as it 
begins to tip. 

The third crack makes us 
deaf. Silently, a tree like a 
skyscraper is ripped from the 
horizon. The big tree’s fall 
forces its way through the 
mud and into our heels. We 
shake with the whole earth as 
the last of the sunset runs like 
blood onto the driveway. A 
dead zone, a black line.



10 Warrandyte Diary August 2015 August 2015 Warrandyte Diary 11

Joie de Vivre
Floral Heroes Show Off Their Joy Of Living

Local Artist, Shani Alexander-Perry is sharing her joie de vivre in a series of 
paintings that celebrate life through an explosion of colour and vibrancy in 
gorgeous flowers that flaunt their sassy, glamorous and bodacious essence.

Open Studio Saturday August 22nd @ 7.30 pm then daily 10-4 until Fri 28th
PARKING: Courtesy Shuttle Bus runs between 7.30 – Midnight  from the JUMP INN CAFE near cnr of Yarra & Jumping Creek Rds

Jumping Creek Studio
19 Jumping Creek Rd Wonga Park

W: alexander-perry.com 
FB: alexanderperrycolourmyworld

GETTING across the message that 
every hour a woman in Australia dies 
of heart disease, so every day 24 lives 
will be lost, is a top priority for Dr 
Linda Worrall-Carter who has formed 
non-profit organisation, Her Heart.

With a background in nursing, 
teaching and research, the Warran-
dyte resident has become an expert 
in women’s heart health and is a 
leading authority in Australia on 
cardiovascular disease in women.

CHERIE MOSELEN spoke with Dr 
Worrall-Carter about her big new 
endeavour.

Cherie M: I understand you gave 
up a professorial role at St Vincent’s 
Hospital to start this new organi-
sation?

Dr Worrall-Carter: Yes, it was a big 
decision for me, but I felt I really 
needed to do it. Most people don’t 
realise heart disease is the single 
biggest killer of women in Australia. 
I’ve carried out research in this field 
for almost 15 years and have learnt 
women mostly believe two things: 
that breast cancer is more likely 
to kill them than heart disease and 
that men need to worry more about 
heart problems than women. I want 
to change these misconceptions 
and provide resources for women 
to reduce their risks, because heart 
disease actually kills more women in 
Australia than all cancers combined. 
But the good news is, 80% of heart 
disease in women is preventable.

Why then, are so many women 
dying from it?

Heart disease is simply not on 
women’s radar. I’ve published exten-
sively and spoken at forums about 
this silent killer for years and it’s 
become clear to me - we don’t need 
more research but strong national 
campaigns to raise better awareness.

Women are still shamefully un-
der-represented in research studies 
and poorer treatment outcomes 
make them 38% more likely to die in 
the year following a cardiac event.

I have a family history of heart dis-
ease and I’m a mum of two teenage 
daughters, so I’ve been urging my 
own family to be proactive about 
their risk. But when a friend said, “it’s 
all well and good that you have this 
knowledge, but most women don't”, 
I realised more could be done. 

That’s why I started Her Heart. 
What are Her Heart’s objectives?
Her Heart aims to offer educational 

VICTORIAN premiers Daniel An-
drews, Member for Eltham Vicki 
Ward and MP Anthony Carbines 
made a special visit to The Austin 
Hospital on July 22 and visited 
Warrandyte’s Gerard Stevenson.

Twelve months ago Gerard 
suffered an unimaginable fall and 
has been left a quadriplegic with 
a tracheostomy. Since then there 
have been some heartwarming 
fundraising efforts for The Ste-
venson Appeal, which has helped 
the family purchase Visual and 
Voice Controlled software and 
equipment, a customised wheel-
chair and renovation to the home 
so that Gerard can go home for 
day visits.

“We were thrilled to welcome 
them all to Gerard's room and 
Gerard was even more thrilled to 
show them all of his technology 
both for work and all of the bits 
that are keeping him breathing 
and mobile in his chair,” Sue 
said on The Stevenson Appeal 
Facebook page.

To donate to The Stevenson 
Appeal and keep tabs on Gerard’s 
progress visit http://bcreat2.wix.
com/stevenson-appeal 

Premier visits 
Gerard at The
Austin hospital

Warrandyte 
doctor opens  
her heart

programs, activities and events, 
also to advocate for national action 
on women and heart disease. It will 
reach out to women using social 
media and selected print, radio and 
television media.

Nothing like it currently exists in 
Australia – an organisation solely 
focused on raising awareness of the 
prevalence, risk factors and symp-
toms of heart disease in women. 

Today, more than 90% of women 
in Australia have at least one risk 
factor for heart disease, as many as 
50% have two or more. Meanwhile, 
it’s estimated the number of women 
over 65 in Australia will more than 
double in the next decade, so wom-
en need this information now more 
than ever.

Pink ribbons are the hallmark 
we associate with breast cancer 
advocacy. How will we know its 
Her Heart?

Around the world, the universal co-
lour for Heart Disease is red and the 
logos often (but not always) include 
hearts. Our branding supports both 
and has a beautiful red heart. We 
support the international Go Red for 
Women campaign (also supported 

by The Heart Foundation), which is 
known by its red dress.

How will you fund the organisa-
tion?

Through my professional and 
research collaborations, I’ve de-
veloped extensive international 
links and affiliations, so I anticipate 
sourcing a variety of funding by way 
of government submissions and 
philanthropic avenues.

In 2014, I was invited to act as a 
program leader for the World Heart 
Federation and Congress of Cardi-
ology with over 8000 delegates and 
have since been collaborating with 
Professor Noel Bairey-Merz and her 
ambassador Barbara Streisand from 
the US, who have a strong Women 
and Heart Disease campaign. All 
these connections will be extremely 
helpful as the organisation moves 
forward.

What steps have you taken so far, 
in getting your message out there?

A Her Heart website was the ob-
vious place to start (with links 
to other social media platforms), 
because women are strong social 
media users. 

However, people tend to suffer 

from information overload these 
days, so I’ve taken care in making 
the site accessible. Rather than 
heavy, medical language, it’s filled 
with easy-to-read articles, videos 
and user-friendly tools to calculate 
risk factors. 

Most importantly, it focuses on just 
three key messages around women 
and heart disease: Know the signs 
and your risk. Change your lifestyle, 
if needed. Maintain your wellbeing.

Google analytics showed that 
people from 50 countries accessed 
the website in the first three weeks 
and in 25 of those countries, visi-
tors spent more than four minutes 
exploring its content. I’m told that’s 
really good going for a new website, 
so I’m thrilled!

If you could say one thing to em-
phasise your message about women 
and heart disease, it would be…?

On the website, I talk about how 
important it is to connect, recharge 
and unplug. Women tend to leave 
themselves last. Unfortunately, that 
can be fatal. So, I would say: spend 
some time prioritising ‘me’.

For more information, visit the     
website: www.herheart.org.au

Dr Linda Worrall-Carter: Getting to the heart of an important health issue

FORMER Warrandytian Josh 
Laing married his sweetheart 
Bree Hitches in Bali in June in 
front of almost 80 guests includ-
ing about 13 from Warrandyte, ac-
cording to proud mum Jan Laing.

Josh was born and raised in 
Warrandyte. He went to Warran-
dyte Kindergarten in Taroona 
Avenue, Anderson’s Creek Prima-
ry School and Warrandyte High 
School. 

Josh is a Partner at Rundles 
Chartered Accountants in Mel-
bourne and Bree is fundraising 
manager at North Melbourne 
Football Club. The couple lives in 
Richmond. The day after the wed-
ding the newly weds had a recov-
ery day at Old Man Canggu.  

The Warrandyte group pictured 
at the wedding (below right): La-
rissa Youlle (Aumann) and Adam 

Youlle, Daniel Bullen and Hayley 
Bullen (Davis), Lucas Dyring, Josh 
Laing, Liam Riley and Tim Ham-
ilton. Also pictured (top right) is 
Josh with his groomsmen Liam 
and Brett Yarwood with the girls.

Bree organised the wedding 
through a friend who manages 
the Cocoon restaurant in Semin-
yak Bali. The wedding was held at 
Seseh Beach Villas which is on the 
west coast of the island, north of 
Canggu.

“We chose Bali because we love 
it and have shared memories in 
Bali,” Bree said. 

“We wanted a 'destination' 
wedding and wanted to celebrate 
our commitment to one another, 
while having our friends and 
family enjoy an amazing holiday 
together. Bali is our home away 
from home.”

Josh and Bree tie the knot in Bali
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CoCoa Moon aMeriCan theMe
3 course deal $35pp 

From 7pm Friday 28th and Saturday 29th August
entree
Crab cakes 

House made, served with crackers, greens and dipping  sauce
Buffalo wings 

Spicy baked chicken wings

Main CoUrSe
Jambalaya 

With chicken and chorizo, a Louisiana Creole dish with rice chicken and chorizo
BBQ pork ribs 

Slow cooked pork ribs, with a house made bourbon BBQ sauce served with slaw 
and potato salad

New Orleans BBQ shrimp 
Shelled shrimps (prawns) cooked in a rich butter, lemon, Worcestershire sauce, 

served with steamed rice

DeSSert
Home made apple pie

Baked New York cheese

9844 5081

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit 
Licence 237879.  S48450-2 (263627_v8) (29/07/2015)

My Place, My Community 
Exhibition.
Tuesday 18 August, 7.00pm, Warrandyte Grand Hotel. 
An exhibition of photographic entries for the Calendar Photo 
Competition held by the Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch. 
RSVP: Contact Dee Dickson by 14 August, 2015 
Phone: 0414 505 533 Email: deannedickson@bigpond.com

bendigobank.com.au

Warrandyte Community Bank® Branch

188 Yarra St, Warrandyte  
(opposite the Bakery) 

9 84 4  5 7 7 8 
vanillaorchid.com.au

Open 
Tues to Sat  5.30pm - 10pm

Sunday  11am - 10pm
Dine In & Takeaway

We love to cook for you!
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By SCOTT PODMORE
WARRANDYTE is renowned for its 
creative types and now the War-
randyte Diary is calling all aspiring 
writers, young and old, to enter 
The Cliffy, a new short story com-
petition to be held annually.

The Cliffy aims to celebrate and 
honour the contribution to Aus-
tralian writing made by Cliff Green 
(OAM, inset) and to promote the 
skill of writing and the pleasure of 
reading in the community.

The competition is open to every-
one and will be judged by a panel 
representing the Warrandyte Diary 
and the Warrandyte Library.

The entries can be submitted by 
email as a word document and are 
to be strictly limited to 1000 words. 
There will be no restrictions on 
subject, however, the entry must 
be suitable for un-edited publica-
tion in the Warrandyte Diary and on 
the Diary website.

The competition is advertised 
(below) and was officially opened 
at the start of this month and will 
close by 5pm on November 30.

The winner will be announced 
at the Warrandyte Festival Grand 
Read event next year (March) and 
the winner will be given the oppor-
tunity to present the material at 
the event.

Successful entries will be pub-
lished in the Warrandyte Diary and 
the winner will receive prizes in 
the form of book tokens from major 
bookshops.

The value of the tokens is yet to 
be determined but expected to be 
about $250.

Of course, in addition to the to-
kens, the winner will be officially 
presented with The Cliffy figurine.

By DEANNE DICKSON
CHERYL Meikle joined the Warran-
dyte Community Bank team late 
last year and has recently been 
promoted to the role of customer 
relationship manager. 

Cheryl has worked in banking 
and finance for 30 years with ex-
perience in corporate and institu-
tional banking, business banking, 
lending and retail banking at 
various levels including branch 
and state management. 

A passionate supporter of the 
community bank model, Cheryl 
is excited to get down to work 
and support our local community.

“We understand community ob-
jectives and work towards build-
ing long-term sustainability for the 
whole community,” Cheryl said.

Since its inception 12 years ago, 
Warrandyte Community Bank has 
provided more than $1.7 million to 
local groups and projects.

Cheryl is committed to the 
bank’s unique approach as it gen-
erates value and prosperity for all. 

“I love that moment when the 
penny drops, when a customer 
gets that they can make a differ-
ence to their community simply 
by banking with us,” she said.

 “Whether it’s a home loan, 
personal loan, credit card, invest-
ment, insurance, financial plan-
ning or business solution we have 
the relevant product for everyone. 
The more support from our cus-
tomers and wider community, the 
more money we can distribute to 
worthwhile causes.”

Cheryl is keen to ensure banking 
is kept simple and has a great 
understanding of customer satis-
faction. She urges locals in War-
randyte and surrounding commu-
nities to pop into the branch and 
meet with her to discuss all their 
banking needs. Call 9844 2233.

All for the 
community

Calling all writers, 
The Cliffy is here
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S e v e n  A w a r d  C at e g o r i e s

DOWNLOAD YOUR 
APPLICATION 
FORM NOW 
m a n n i n g h a m b e a . c o m . a u

I T ’ S  M O R E  T H A N  J U S T  A N  A W A R D 
The Manningham Business Excellence Awards provide a platform for businesses of all shapes and sizes to showcase 
themselves, highlight their strengths and celebrate their points of difference that make them stand out from the crowd in an 
increasingly competitive environment.

The Manningham Business Excellence Awards are open to businesses registered in the City of Manningham – tradesmen, 
landscapers, bakers, retail merchants, real estate and property developers and more – in fact any business that can demonstrate 
signifi cant achievement in areas of innovation, technology, economic impact within the municipality or community commitment.

FIND US ON   f &     •  Phone 03 9840 9338
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Full Time EMPLOYEE 6 

and over
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and under
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and under
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SERVICES
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SERVICES

PERSONAL
SERVICES

Principal Sponsors Award Sponsors Event Sponsor Media Sponsors

Nominate Your Business Today
CASH & PRIZES VALUED OVER $25,000

By SAMMI TAYLOR
SHANI Alexander hopes there’s room 
for one more artist in Warrandyte. 

Shani is opening her home studio 
to the public this month, showcasing 
the past 12 months of her work. The 
exhibition, Joie De Vivre, is a French 
phrase that means “the joy of living”. 

She hopes to convey the joy of 
living through dozens of painted 
florals. Her studio is brimming with 
colourful canvases: peonies, roses 
and orchids in all their beauty, vi-
vacity and vulnerability.

“For me, the flowers are a meta-
phor for life,” Shani says. “They’re a 
metaphor for the joy of being alive 
and the beauty of the stages of life.”

Her favourite, an image of a wilting 
rose, is called The Alpha Goddess, 
a phrase she uses to describe mid-
dle-aged women.

“There’s beauty in age,” she says, 
pointing out women and flowers 
share many qualities,.

“You don’t hide your silver hair any 
more, or your wrinkles. We’re still 

beautiful and we’ve still got a long 
way to go.”

Shani revisited her first love of 
painting after leaving the helm of a 
corporate business and undertaking 
a “tree change” from Melbourne’s 
inner city to the bushy fringes of 

Warrandyte. She hopes her exhi-
bition will give other women, like 
herself, permission to follow their 
own creative passions.

“I want to give women permission 
to have a new chapter and to cel-
ebrate that stage of life,” she told 
the Diary.

As for the exhibition, she wants 
to make a colourful debut into the 
Warrandyte arts scene.

“I hope that it’s got the wow factor. I 
hope that I’ve got something to offer 
Warrandyte,” Shani says. “I just want 
[people] to come and raise their 
spirits, be around colour and vitality 
and connect with each other.”

Joie de Vivre: Floral Heroes Show 
Off Their Joy of Living will be 
held at Jumping Creek Studio, 19 
Jumping Creek Road, Wonga Park, 
on Saturday August 22 at 7.30pm.

Floral flare: Shani Alexander’s 
Joie de Vivre exhibition will 
showcase her beautiful art. 

Photos: Lydia Phelan

WARRANDYTE artist, Denise 
Keele-bedford has returned from 
China and is exhibiting with 
fellow artist Liliana Barbieri in 
the seventh exhibition  of the Nv 
Yishu (female art) Series ‘Thread’ 
exhibitions, engaging links, con-
nections and interwoven ideas. 

The Series exhibitions alternate 
between China and Melbourne.

The collection of art is being 
exhibited in the Long Gallery, 
Monsalvat, 7 Hillcrest Avenue, 
Eltham, until September 6. 

For more information call 9439 
7712 or visit www.montsalvant.
com.au. Gallery open 9am to 5pm 
daily.

Denise returns for Thread exhibitions

Shani’s colourful debut 
with a French twist 
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Olivigna…your great Italian escape 

WINERY� OLIVE GROVE� RESTAURANT� MASTERCLASSES� ENOTECA� 54-56 BRUMBYS RD STH WARRANDYTE� (03) 9844 4676 OLIVIGNA.COM.AU	  

SEVERAL Warrandyte businesses have put up their 
hand and nominated for this year’s Manningham 
Business Excellence Awards.

A nomination workshop will be held for the Man-
ningham Business Excellence Awards on Tuesday 
September 8 from 9.30am-11am at the Manningham 
Function Centre. 

This year marks the third Manningham Business Ex-
cellence Awards, a joint initiative of the four Rotary 
Clubs in Manningham; Doncaster East, Templestowe 
Village and Warrandyte Community Bank branches; 
Manningham Business and the Manningham Busi-
ness Network.

The awards provide a platform for business owners 
to not only celebrate their success but to undertake 
a more detailed analysis of their business strengths 

and identify potential areas for improvement. 
Event manager for the awards Liz Small says they 

are a great way for businesses to review their activity 
and an opportunity for businesses to look at their 
operations in a much deeper, analytical sense.

Nominations close at 5pm on October 2 and the 
Manningham Business Excellence Awards Gala 
Ceremony will be held at the Manningham Function 
Centre from 6pm to 10pm on Thursday November 12.  

Businesses operating within Manningham or 
servicing suburbs within the municipality are 
encouraged to nominate for the 2015 Manningham 
Business Excellence Awards. For more information 
on the nomination process and to make bookings, 
visit www.manninghambea.com.au. 

Expo 
time

Manningham Business Excellence Awards

By SCOTT PODMORE
THE inaugural Greater Warrandyte 
Business Expo is all set for take-off 
on Wednesday August 19 with a full 
house of 30 exhibitors and a full 
day of informative presentations 
scheduled.

A Small Business Festival Victoria 
featured event, the expo is aimed to 
provide a boost for business and the 
local economy, and is the brainchild 
of The Woo, a marketing and project 
management company owned by lo-
cals Bambi Gordon and Greg Rowell.

“It’s a full day of information and 
inspiration for the owners and op-
erators of micro, small and medium 
size businesses from Hurstbridge to 
Park Orchards, Donvale to Kangaroo 
Ground, Eltham to Warranwood,” 
Bambi told the Diary. “In other 
words, the business community of 
Manningham and Nillumbik.”

To be held at the Warrandyte Com-
munity Church, 57 Yarra St, the expo 
will comprise 30 exhibitors – all who 
provide products and services to the 
local business community – together 
with more than 20 business devel-
opment seminars on topics such 
as cash flow, search engine optimi-
sation, business planning, life/work 
balance and marketing. Presenters 
include Morgan Gries, the Bendi-
go Bank’s small business banking 
manager, Geoff Brown, the Victorian 
Small Business commissioner, and 
successful businesswoman Clare 
Fountain from Sorted4Life.

A first for Warrandyte, Bambi told 
the Diary it’s a great opportunity 
for businesses and locals to come 
together.

“There is a vibrant and robust 
range of businesses accross the 
region, some of who are represent-
ed by the Warrandyte Business 
Association, and the Manningham 

and Nillumbik Business Networks, 
but until now there hasn’t been an 
opportunity for all of them to come 
together,” she said.

“The event aims to provide an 
opportunity for local businesses 
to network – together with access 
to business development seminars 
to give them quality information 
they can immediately apply to their 
business.”

The Woo has put on many expos 
throughout regional Australia over 
the years and Bambi says the best 
take-away from these events is “mo-
tivation”. 

“Business people get to learn from 
others, they get to meet people face 
to face who perhaps they have only 
connected to online, and importantly 
they find out that they are not alone; 
that many people are going through 
the same challenges as them,” she 
said. 

“The impact from the event con-
tinues on for many months with lots 
of new business being done. It helps 
the individual, of course, but it also 
has an impact on the local economy.
The Greater Warrandyte Business 
Expo opens at 9am on August 19 and 
will run all day.  It is free to attend, 
but you must register before the 
event at www.warrandytebusiness 
expo.com.au 

The event can be put on at no 
charge due to the generous support 
of major sponsor Warrandyte Com-
munity Bank Branch, Bendigo Bank; 
together with support sponsors 
Manningham Business, Enterprise 
Nillumbik, Curlew Creative and 
Thinking Printing.

The complete program is on the 
expo website, together with free 
online registration and a list of all 
exhibitors.  Please visit www.warran 
dytebusinessexpo.com.au

Morgan Gries, Clare Fountain and Geoff Brown will present at the expo.

Winners: Tony and Tristan Welsh of H2-Pro Plumbing, second and third from right, scored the big one last year.



16 Warrandyte Diary August 2015

By LAURA DOGUET
YOU may have seen or heard a mob 
of revving motorcycles in central 
Warrandyte early one Saturday morn-
ing. No need for alarm, it wasn’t the 
start of a new bikie gang, but rather 
the set and cast of Sean James’s new 
film, O’Grady.

Sean – the 23-year-old filmmaker 
and brother to world champion 
snowboarder Scotty James – is the 
writer and director of the produc-
tion. Sean and his uni mates/crew 
members have been busy creating 
the film for the final year of their 
Bachelor of Film and Television at 
Swinburne University.

On July 25, Sean, his crew and a 
whole gang of bikies were filming 
on location at the Grand Hotel War-
randyte.

The short film revolves around 
the young prospect Jed, played by 
Sean’s older brother Tim James, who 
is forced to face cruel initiation tests 
in order to join the gang. Little does 
he know, the final and ultimate “test 
of loyalty” is an elaborate prank at 
his expense. 

“It’s a comedy, I write a lot of com-
edy. I write for actors in mind cause 
when you’re young you can’t really 
write for these huge productions,” 
Sean said. 

Sean and his crew have fully funded 
the film themselves: “I’ve spent pret-
ty much everything I own on this film 
and so has everyone else.”

Sean said that he owes a lot of his 
success as a filmmaker and comedic 
writer to his brother Tim. 

Tim has been extremely motivating 
and inspiring to Sean and the pair 
regularly collaborate on projects. 
Sean told the Diary he essentially 
wrote this film for Tim and it was a 
dream to have him star in it. 

“Because we’ve already got the 
chemistry, which is really important, 
between the two of us we’re able to 
craft these characters to make them 
funny. So we just do that at the dinner 
table, or out at the car.” 

Sean was fortunate enough to get 
his script in front of Australian actor, 
Andy McPhee, who has starred in a 
number of shows including Sons of 
Anarchy, Underbelly and Slow West. 

“I met up with him and I was like, 
‘Listen man, I’d love to offer you a 
role’. And he was, ‘Yeah, it’s cool’,” 
Sean told the Diary, almost still in a 
state of disbelief. “It’s kind of grown 
from this little seed into this huge 
tree.”

McPhee plays the president of the 
motorcycle gang, Miners of War-
randyte. The crew took the risk of 
bringing the shoot forward in order 
to have him on board. Unfortunately 
that meant Sean’s producer was un-
able to be present at the shoot, but 
they deemed it would be worthwhile 
overall. 

Sean advocated the importance of 
writing what you know with actors 
and resources in mind. Warrandyte 
therefore seemed like the obvious 
place to shoot.  

“Warrandyte is just an incredible 
place and we have such amazing 
people here. I can’t imagine shooting 
anywhere else. 

“I kind of write what I know and 
what you know is where you come 
from.”

Making a film about bikies does 
have its risks. When refining the 
script, Sean said  he needed to be 
conscious of how he represented 
motorcycle gangs.

“Writing a film about a bikie gang is 
quite intimidating because you don’t 
want to offend the clubs, or Victoria 
Police,” he said. “That was the last 
thing I wanted to do. I just want to 
entertain people.”

“I don’t necessarily have first-hand 
experience with motorcycle clubs, 
but I’m using it as an avenue of 
comedy.”

Although Sean will only complete 
his course this year, he is no stranger 
to the film industry. Sean has been 
fortunate enough to work overseas 

Bikies on set for
Sean’s new film

on some large-scale feature films. 
“The first gig I ever got was a per-

sonal assistant on a feature film for 
a very well-known actor. I was only 
18 and knew nothing about film and 
television.” Sean told the Diary. “I 
just kept working on all these films 
and now I have quite a few feature 
films under my belt.

“I haven’t really done the directing 
gig before but I’ve been very lucky 
that I’ve seen a lot of big dogs do it. 
I feel like now even though I’m 23 I’ve 
seen enough to know how to do it 
and how to do it successfully.” 

Sean remains level-headed and 
hopes to establish himself as a writ-
er/director on his home turf. He was 
the least bit boastful about who he 
had worked with as he endeavours 
to find success from his own self-pro-
duced content. 

“I’d just prefer to let my work speak 
for itself,” Sean said. 

The film O’Grady is a big step for 
Sean as it could act as a gateway 
to the industry. While he has spent 
many years with a camera in hand, 
this film has demanded the most 
time, effort and professional con-
duct.

“I’ve never really directed some-
thing of this scale before, but I do a 
lot of work with my younger brother 
Scott, so I’ve been filming him for 
years.” 

Sean said he also has his dad to 

thank for helping him find his pas-
sion. Together they would always go 
to the movies and he would expose 
Sean to all the classics and legendary 
filmmakers. 

“My dad has been the driving force 
behind it when I think about it now. 
He always had the ability to push us 
to our passions.”

Sean has his priorities set straight 
when it comes to his goals for film-
making.

“I think the most important thing 
for filmmakers nowadays is not to 
make something pretty, it’s to iden-
tify yourself with an audience,” Sean 
explained.

“I want to entertain people and I 
want to make something that people 
want to watch again, because in this 
day and age that is probably the 
most important thing.”

Sean is overwhelmed by the sup-
port he has received so far and he 
hopes that O’Grady will resonate 
with viewers when complete. 

“I would like to thank the Warran-
dyte community, cast, crew, friends 
and family, but most importantly 
mum, dad, Bec, Tim and Scotty for 
all their support.”

He added: “Hopefully it makes peo-
ple laugh. Ideally that’s what we want 
to do at the end of the day.”

Stay tuned for details on where and 
when you can see O’Grady. You don’t 
want to miss it, Warrandytians.

THE Grand has brought back the old-fashioned meat tray raffle on a 
Friday night at 6pm much to the delight of locals.

“All proceeds go to a rotating charity every two months,” manager 
Peter Appleby said.

Tickets are $2 each or three for $5, and the first charity recipient 
was the Warrandyte Rotary Op Shop. 

“I expect them to receive around $1000,” Peter said.
“We are putting out an invitation to all local charities to apply to be 

the recipients of the proceeds every two months. They can do so by 
emailing : grandwarrandyte@bigpond.com.”

Pictured with Peter and a mighty meat tray are Judy Lightfoot and 
Lisa Ryan from Warrandyte Rotary Op Shop.

Meat tray back on at the Grand

Lights, camera action: Warrandyte director Sean James 
with famous actor Andy McPhee and the cast recently 
for the filming of O’Grady.
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SEND US YOUR PET PICS!

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to work out Warrandyte is a pet paradise. Everyone loves their pets. So we at the Diary put the call out for a 
new Pets in Paradise page and you answered the call! Here’s a selection from our second set of contributions, so be sure to send yours in 
for next month’s edition with PETS IN PARADISE in the subject line, a photo and brief blurb about your pet to info@warrandytediary.com.au

HEY 
EWE THERE,

WANT THIS AD SPACE?

CALL 9844 0555!
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Have you been to Warrandyte Osteopathy??

Here at Warrandyte Osteopathy we have over 13 years of clinical 
experience. We treat conditions such as:

Back Pain
Neck Pain
Headaches

Sporting injuries
Pain during and post- pregnancy

Hip, knee and ankle pain
Shoulder, elbow and wrist pain

We also treat all age groups, including new-born infants, children 
and the elderly. 

For your convenience we also have a clinic in Ringwood, located at 
35 Warrandyte Road, Ringwood, just near the freeway exit. 

Shop 2, 90-92 
Melbourne Hill Road

Warrandyte, 3113
(Next to Ruby Tuesday)

Proudly supporting the community for over 13 years
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Proudly supporting the community for over 13 years

Warrandyte  
Consulting Rooms

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943

New doctors  
now taking new patients

 
Dr Olivia Rimington 

Dr Andrew Perrignon
Dr Libby Rochstein 

Dr Esther Ko 
Dr Paul Proimos

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients

OPEN 
Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm

Saturday – 9am to 12pm
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in our kiln.”
Frustrated with the exploding clay, 

Marjorie asked the clay suppliers 
to make up some clay packs for the 
pottery school. 

“Now those packs are their biggest 
seller,” she says with pride.

“Our pottery classes are a lot of fun 
and we refer to the fire station as a 
‘parterie’ instead of a pottery. We 
celebrate birthdays, farewells, wel-
come home parties and the arrival of 
children, grandchildren, great-grand-
children, any old children,” Marjorie 
jokes. “We meet on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays and would welcome any 
newcomers.” 

Anyone interested in joining the 
pottery class can call Marjorie on 
9844 3206.

“Last week I bought a kiln for my 
grand-daughter,” she says. “She’s 
brilliant and will probably knock the 
socks off all of us when it comes to 
potting.” 

Marjorie has pottery at her home, 
too. Made from mud brick and timber 
it has a charming atmosphere and 
many of her finished pieces are on 
display. 

One piece stands out: a hand mod-
eled bird feeder finished off with an 
attractive blue glaze.

Marjorie’s husband Pi passed away 
in 2000. 

“It was dreadful because we were 
such soul mates,” said Marjorie. 

“He had leukemia and it was the 
most horrible time of my life, but I 
had a fantastic and supportive family 
so I guess that makes a difference.” 
Marjorie and Pi have three daugh-

ters, Sally, 63, Amanda, 61, and Cre-
ina, 59. She also has eight grandchil-
dren and eight great-grandchildren.

Marjorie recently visited Creina at 
Jericho in central west Queensland.

“They run a 150,000-acre cattle 
station called Rosedale. I have been 
going up there every year for over 
30 years. So altogether I have lived 
a year of my life at Rosedale.

Since Pi passed away, Marjorie has 
stayed on at Landfall.

“This house, land and garden are 
a way of lif,” she says. “I just love 
it, but sometimes I’m overwhelmed 
with the amount of work I have to 
do around such a big house. It’s like 
trying to empty the ocean with a 
teaspoon.”

Landfall has survived the firestorms 
that swept through our valley in 1939 
and 1962.

“We’ve also fought off two more 
bushfires since 1972,” Marjorie says. 
“And earlier in ’62, the flames licked 
at the corners of the house but Pi’s 
father Guy fought them off.

“Just imagine losing every bit of 
your life in a bushfire. It really makes 
me feel compassionate towards 
those unlucky enough to lose their 
homes.”

Marjorie explains her love affair 
with Warrandyte.

“I love the river and general ambi-
ence of the place. Every time I come 
down the Harris Gully hill, I feel a 
sudden joy; a feeling of being home. 
I remember coming home from Crete 
once, I thought I’ve been all over the 
world and I’ve never seen anything 
as beautiful as this.” 

Have you been to Warrandyte Osteopathy??

Here at Warrandyte Osteopathy we have over 13 years of clinical 
experience. We treat conditions such as:

Back Pain
Neck Pain
Headaches

Sporting injuries
Pain during and post- pregnancy
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35 Warrandyte Road, Ringwood, just near the freeway exit. 

Shop 2, 90-92 
Melbourne Hill Road

Warrandyte, 3113
(Next to Ruby Tuesday)

Proudly supporting the community for over 13 years

By RUTH BIRCH
A CLEVER new initiative has 
kicked off in Warrandyte, with 
Ray Miller (left) recently launch-
ing the new Warrandyte Lost 
Pets and Livestock Facebook 
group, which also covers the sur-
rounding areas of Templestowe, 
Research, Wonga Park, Park Or-
chards and Kangaroo Ground.  So 
far there are more than 240 mem-
bers and it’s growing fast.

After finding a lost and very 
distressed Border Collie dashing 
back and forth across Research 
Warrandyte Road, animal lover 
Ray was able to successfully re-
unite it with its owner through the 
Warrandyte Business and Com-
munity Network page. Being so 

popular, the page is flooded with 
comments and it is easy for posts 
to get lost, which is why Ray took 
it upon himself to create a page 
dedicated solely to reuniting us 
with our furry friends. 

While mostly an information 
sharing page, he also encourages 
everyone to be proactive in help-
ing distressed, lost or injured ani-
mals if they come across them, as 
well as sharing tips such as keep-
ing spare leads in the car and on 
how to approach the animals.

The page was an instant hit and 
had over 200 likes within the first 
three days and continues to grow 
steadily with 100% of lost pets re-
united with their owners so far. 

Ray also runs a Pug and Pugalier 

meet up at Aranga Reserve in 
Donvale on the first Sunday of the 
month, but of course all fur babies 
of any breed are welcome.

 In August there were over 100 
dogs at the park with about 15 
forming the meet up, including 
his beloved Pugalier Max and new 
addition, little Maya. In the warm-
er weather the group can see 
up to two dozen dogs attending 
the meet up which is becoming 
more popular each month and 
the group even host BBQ get to-
gethers. Everyone is encouraged 
to join the group and all are wel-
come to come along to the reserve 
to get together. The next meet up 
will be on Sunday September 6.

PETS IN PARADISE, Page 17

New Facebook page for lost pets

Words and main photo by  
BILL HUDSON-MCAULEY

ARJORIE Beecham has 
been running the War-
randyte Arts Association 
Pottery School for over 
55 years. 

“I can’t believe it’s been 
that long,” she says with a youthful 
grin that belies her 88 years. Her face 
lights up with passion and enthusi-
asm as she talks to the Diary about 
her life teaching Warrandytians the 
finer points of modelling clay, kilns 
and glazes.

Marjorie moved to Warrandyte in 
1972 with her husband Pi [Henry] 
Beecham. They purchased Landfall, 
a rather imposing house built on 
the top of the hill in Castle Road. 
It was a house Pi knew well for his 
father had owned Landfall many 
years earlier before selling it to artist 
Ernest Buckmaster. Henry was no 
stranger to Warrandyte because he 
had roamed around his father’s farm 
in Osborne Road as a child. Marjorie 
was already connected here, too, 
because she had been running the 
WAA pottery school before they 
moved into Landfall. 

Before moving to Warrandyte, Pi 
and Marjorie lived at Westerfolds 
(now Westerfolds Park) when it was 
still a dairy farm. Pi was a well-known 
timber merchant running his own 
company, H. Beecham and Co.

Marjorie had become a potter 
and ceramics teacher almost by 
accident. In 1946 she left school and 
studied to become an occupational 
therapy technical assistant and 
art was part of her course at RMIT. 
After her studies she scored a job 
at Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital 
and became one of the first civilians 
to work there helping rehabilitate 
soldiers from WWII.

Her new bosses said she would be 
in charge of the pottery shop. 

“I went home in tears,” Marjorie 
remembers. “I knew nothing about 
running a pottery shop, but I learned 
to love it. The situation was an 
unexpected bonus and became the 
beginning of my whole life, really. It 
channeled me into a lifelong love of 
pottery and creativity, but I had to 
learn by my own mistakes. 

“The only problem was the pottery 
shop was right next to the hospital 
morgue and that was a bit strange,” 
she adds, laughing.

“I first became involved with the 
WAA pottery school in 1957 when it 
was situated in the old bakery. Two 
years later I was asked to run the 
school and we’ve been going ever 
since. We finally moved into the old 
stone built fire station in Mitchell Av-
enue in 1980. Ever since then we’ve 
been able to stay independent and 
pay our own way.”

Marjorie remembers the early days 
at the bakery well. 

“We used to travel up to the gravel 
pits at Kangaroo Ground and, wear-
ing our gumboots, we’d climb down 
the side of the pits and collect our 
own terracotta clay. But it was too 
unreliable and we blew a lot of it up 

Pottering about in Warrandyte
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The only place to stay in  
a cabin, in a caravan or  
for a camping experience
n Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover  
 ‘al fresco’ area
n Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)
n We host local birthday parties!
n Cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends
n Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!

182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 3637 Email info@cbtp.com.au

Sri Lanka seems very 
much to be flavour of the 
month, is it worth a visit?
Judy – Kangaroo Ground

Judy, Sri Lanka is coming 
into its own as a tourist 
destination. I love the 
Central Highlands, the 
picturesque landscape 
and cool climate of Sri 

Lanka’s tea plantations. 
My absolute favourite place to stay 
here are the Tea Trails bungalows, 
a series of refurbished tea planters 
bungalows set on Dilmah tea planta-
tions. Think high tea, butler service, 
day walks with a packed lunch of 
smoked salmon sandwiches, tea-in-
spired cocktails, lavish Sri Lankan 
breakfasts. And if you need to elevate 
the experience even further you can 
charter a sea-plane to land on nearby 
Castlereigh reservoir.
I also love the cobbled streets of 
Galle Fort, one of the best-preserved 
colonial-era cities in South East Asia.  
I love to meander through Galle’s 
narrow streets, relaxing in its cafes 
and shopping at its boutiques. You 
can stay at a restored colonial-era 
bungalow inside Galle Fort itself.
The chance to spot a leopard can’t 
be left off a Sri Lanka itinerary and 
a jeep safari to Yala National Park 
on the south coast is a must. The 
scrubby vegetation of the park, 
especially in summer, creates ideal 
conditions for spotting elephants, 
crocodiles, sloth bears and about 
130 bird species. Staying at a tented 
camp near the park boundary further 
enhances an experience of Yala. You 
need a minimum of 10 days to see Sri 
Lanka – longer if you can manage it.
Travel tip
Eating like a local can be a real 
highlight. In Sri Lanka, one of the 
best ways to do this is to try one 
of the many curry and rice lunches 
offered at local restaurants. These 
meals are prepared fresh daily 
using local produce, unique dishes 
across the country The curry and 
rice lunch is usually available for a 
couple of hours in the middle of the 
day at a fixed price, in vegetarian 
and non-vegetarian options. Your 
chauffeur will know when and where 
to find the best of them.
Our travel expert Carolyn is the 
manager of Warrandyte Travel 
and Cruise. Email her at carolyn@
warrandytetravel.com.au

Flavour of the month

Diary goes global

Warrandyte travel agency wins national award
WARRANDYTE Travel and Cruise, a member 
of the Travellers Choice travel agency net-
work, is in celebration mode after Travellers 
Choice was named Australia’s Best Travel 
Agency Group at the prestigious 2015 Na-
tional Travel Industry Awards (NTIA).

Manager Carolyn Allen says the award – 
presented in Sydney last month during the 
travel industry’s biggest awards event – rec-
ognises Travellers Choice’s unique culture, 
the quality of its national travel agency net-
work and its members’ unrivalled focus on 

customer service.
“Warrandyte Travel and Cruise is im-

mensely proud to be part of Travellers 
Choice, a travel agency group that brings 
together Australia’s leading travel agents,” 
says Ms Allen. 

Now there’s a familiar face, it’s “Parky”! (right) Recently on a trip with the 
Crusader cricketers, Maxine Chapman and Ann Pascoe had the opportunity 
of catching up with globally renowned British presenter Michael Parkinson 
and ensured he was kept updated on all things Warrandyte in our beloved 
Diary.

Not to be outdone, Diary editor Scott Podmore made sure the locals read 
Australia’s best community newspaper in New York – the girls at Sylvia’s 

in Harlem got a kick out of our news pages while one woman couldn’t put 
the Diary down while on the New York subway.

Send your entries to info@warrandytediary.com.au with “Diary Goes 
Global” in the subject line with your name, address and a brief description 
of your photo.

The winner will score a weekend in a cabin at Crystal Brook Tourist Park for 
a weekend away “just around the corner”. For more visit www.cbtp.com.au.
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By SCOTT PODMORE
WARRANDYTE’S Stephanie Bubnich 
took part in a two-week study tour of 
the northern Philippines last month.

Syngenta Connections facilitates 
direct exchange programs that 
expose participants to different sys-
tems, crops, research and academic 
systems. Agriculture students from 
Australia are taking part in the two-
week study tour of the northern 
Philippines as part of the Syngenta 
Connections program.

Stephanie is undertaking a Pro-
duction Animal Health major at the 
University of Melbourne. 

“To have been selected for Syngen-
ta’s Connections program is a great 
honour,” Stephanie said. 

“I’ve enjoyed learning from the 
Australian participants and the Fili-
pino smallholder farmers. It’s great 
to come away with an understanding 
of the challenges and opportunities 
they face and know more about how 
their farming practices differ.

“This was such a great opportu-
nity to be exposed to elements of 
farming that I wouldn’t normally 
see and learn more about sustain-
able agriculture in such a different 
environment.”

Syngenta Connections supports 
local up-and-coming growers and 
agronomists while strengthening ties 
with farming communities through-
out the Asia-Pacific. 

The 20 agriculture students from 
Australia, the largest group to par-
ticipate in the Syngenta Connections 
program since its inception in 2010, 
underwent a rigorous selection pro-
cess to be chosen for the study tour, 
which ran from July 11 to 26.

According to Paul Luxton, Syn-
genta territory head Australasia, 
Australian agriculture has a sound 
future, with an impressive pool of 
students applying for a place on the 
Connections study tour.

“The high caliber of students who 
came through the selection process 

is positive to see,” Luxton said. 
“We’ve selected students who we 
believe will maximise the opportuni-
ty offered by Connections and give 
back to smallholder farmers and 
communities.”

During the two weeks the students 
learnt about the challenges local 
farmers face in the Philippines, while 
being exposed to rural development 
and smallholder farming. Students 
also learnt about the six commit-
ments that form Syngenta’s Good 
Growth Plan, an initiative aimed at 
addressing the critical challenges 
the world faces in feeding a growing 
population.

The students met with local digni-
taries, including the mayor of Cauay-
an City in Isabela, the second-largest 
province in the Philippines, and 
visited the Australian Embassy to 
learn more about the Australian gov-
ernment’s investment in agriculture 
and development in the Philippines.

The Connections program is imple-
mented in partnership with Rimfire 
Resources and their GradLink Pro-
gram in Australia. For more informa-
tion contact Kate White on 0418 254 
296. You can Follow #SynConn2015 
on Twitter and Facebook.

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:

• Cave temples and  frescoes at Sigiriya Rock Fortress
• Indulge with High Tea and champagne at Tea Trails’ luxury tea bungalows
• Look for leopards and sloth bears on a Jeep safari at Yala National Park
• Stroll along the ramparts of Galle Fort at sunset
• Relax above the Indian Ocean at the new Cape Welligama luxury resort
• Witness the baby elephants being fed at Pinnawela Elephant Orphanage  

From 

$6950 pp 

twin share

SRI LANKA IN STYLE
12 Day Private Tour Colombo, Sigiriya, Kandy, Tea Trails, Yala, Cape Welligama, Galle

Flavour of the month

Cool Connections
Warrandyte resident selected for international study tour to the Philippines

By SCOTT PODMORE
WARRANDYTE’S Adil Dart travelled 
to India last month for a very special 
reason.

Through a volunteer program in 
his university course, Adil decided 
to take the opportunity to visit his 
World Vision sponsor child, Rahul, 
in Raipur. 

After sponsoring him for three 
years and watching him grow 
through photos and reports, Adil 
said he was thrilled to meet him in 
person and discover the healthy and 
smiling young man he had become.

A highlight of the visit, Adil told 
the Diary, was seeing the family’s joy 
over a visitor from Australia making 
the effort to travel and meet Rahul. 

The community had come to greet 
him as he met with the family, local 
project workers and many locals 
from the area.

 The community even had a wel-
come poster made for the special 
day.

“I felt almost embarrassed by the 
welcome I received but I saw quickly 
that this was just the culture of the 
people and their genuine way of 

showing thanks,” Adil said.  
After working for World Vision Aus-

tralia as a promoter one Christmas, 
Adil took on the sponsorship of Ra-
hul. His parents had also sponsored 
children when he was growing up 
but he wanted to actively do some-
thing himself. 

The opportunity to travel to India 
and to see Rahul’s community and 
life there is something he will never 
forget.

Since returning to Australia, Adil 
reflects often on his time in India 
meeting Rahul and his family. He 

feels more connected to Rahul and 
when he writes letters can visualise 
the area where he lives and remem-
ber how the village is positively 
impacted by donations.

He says the greatest thing he learnt 
was something so small could make 
such a difference: his monthly dona-
tions could genuinely change lives. 

Adil encourages others to think 
outside of their own immediate 
community and look to how we can 
help those in need. 

Visit www.worldvision.com.au 

Darting over to India to meet Rahul
Out in the field: Stephanine Bubnich enjoyed her time in the Northern Phillippines.
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www.billanook.vic.edu.au
197 Cardigan Road, Mooroolbark                                   

An Independent, Co-educational School of the Uniting Church                                                                            
Educating children from Early Learning to Year 12

Next College Tour: Saturday 5 September, 10.30am

Billanook/Warrandyte bus extension
Now coming from Doncaster

Doncaster       Warrandyte       Billanook College

Billanook College

By CORRIN MUELLER 
LAST month Warrandyte again 
showed the overwhelming power 
and generosity of its community 
when more than 150 people came 
together to raise funds for a small 
not-for-profit English school in 
Cambodia.

The rural government schools 
of Cambodia do not offer their 
students the opportunity to learn 
English, an essential skill for chil-
dren who are striving to escape 
the cycle of poverty they are sub-
ject to every day. 

Partnering Against Poverty As-
sociation (PAPA), a small, Cambo-
dia-founded and run organisation, 
has dedicated itself to providing 
clean water, housing, hygiene 
facilities and English education to 
underprivileged Khmer families 
for almost 10 years. However, 
their scope remains small as a re-
sult of limited funding. 

Inspired by my time volunteer-
ing with this amazing organisation 
over the summer, I therefore set 
out to contribute to making these 
valuable schools sustainable for 
future generations of children.

I was their first teaching volun-
teer and they currently have no 
suitable living quarters to facili-
tate future volunteers, a crucial el-
ement to bringing in regular funds 
and experience. 

As a result of the overwhelming 
support of so many in the local 
community who generously do-
nated auction items, money and 
their time to this fantastic cause, 
the six rounds of trivia and silent 
auction ran very smoothly. Over-
all the trivia night, hosted in the 
Warrandyte Sports Club thanks to 
the Warrandyte Netball Club, was 
more successful than I had ever 
dared to hope for.

 It raised an astounding $4300, 
all of which will go directly to 

Some trivia fun for a Cambodian cause 

contribute to living facilities to en-
able volunteers at the school in Auto 
Ting Village, just outside of Siem 
Reap. 

Thank you everyone so much for 
your support leading up and on the 
night. PAPA and all those who will 
benefit in Cambodia are incredibly 
grateful to you all.

Pictures: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Loads of fun for a cause: The commu-
nity came together recently for a trivia 
night which raised funds for a small 
school in Camodia.  
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WARRANDYTE Scouts have been 
busy again raising funds to help fund 
their trip to Jamboree 2016, this time 
they’ve been seen at the Warrandyte 
Community Market raising money 
to help leaders and Scouts get to 
Jamboree 2016. 

Each month the Scouts have been 
running a market stall that has in-
cluded a lucky dip, chocolate coin 
tossing competition and a raffle.

The Scouts have also supported Li-
ons at the market with their monthly 
food stall. Tasks such as chopping 
onions, whipping cream and cooking 

sausages have all been part of their 
repertoire.

The August market proved to be 
a little wet but that didn't stop our 
Scouts pitching in and laying down 
sawdust so visitors to the market 
didn't have to squelch around in 
the mud.

Other interesting activities at 
Scouts have been boat building, 
watching CFA training drills and 
earning several achievement badg-
es (some of which are required to 
attend Jamboree).

Don’t forget the Warrandyte Scouts’ 

major fundraising event on August 28 
at the Grand Hotel Warrandyte from 
7pm to 9pm.

Call My Wine Bluff is a hugely 
entertaining show pitting the wits, 
wine knowledge and intuition of the 
audience against the bluffing exper-
tise of the wine judging panel. You 
taste the wine and you decide who is 
lying. Call My Wine Bluff is a civilised 
evening where you get to taste six 
special wines and two experts will 
tell you where they came from and 
why they are special.

Only one tells the truth and you 

decide which judge is telling the 
best story.

Join in as an individual or form a 
team. Come on your own or with 
friends. 

Team tables of eight created on 
the night. 

The winning table collects the 
prize.Call My Wine Blugg tickets 
are $40, which includes entry, wine 
tasting and nibbles. All proceeds go 
to the Warrandyte Scouts Jamboree 
fundraising. Visit www.eventbrite.
com/e/call-my-bluff-the-game-tick-
ets-17961358908 

POSTCARDS AT OLIVIGNA 
THE Olivigna team was thrilled to 
return to the small screen recently 
when they again were featured on 
Channel 9 television show Postcards.
The segment featured host Brodie 
Harper who headed to the Al Dente 
Cooking School in the Yarra Valley 
as well as Olivigna, our gem of the 
south that has a winery, olive grove 
and restaurant in South Warrandyte.
Brodie popped indoors to La Sala 
restaurant for her Italian cooking les-
sons with head chef Colin Swalwell 
in her mission to learn how to whip 
up some authentic Italian dishes. The 
head chef put together a rustic style 
Italian dish called Brodetto, which 
he says is a cross between a soup 
and a stew.  Throw in some beautiful 
house-made Olivigna sourdough to 
accompany the dish and it’s a simple, 
scrummy match made in heaven. 
To check out the segment visit http://
bit.ly/1IiSSVj and to find the recipe 
for the Brodetto visit olivigna.com.au/
brodetto-recipe

SHANE ACES AWARDS
Shane McDonell from Warrandyte 
has won another AMIC (Australian 
Meat Industry Council) award for 
small goods. A Melbourne ‘A’ for his 
Pepperoni Kabana – and he’s not Ital-
ian or German – and a Melbourne ‘A’ 
for his bacon.
He is now in the process of spicing 
things up for Best in Victoria.

MORE MAGIC AT COCOA
ALWAYS one to keep reinventing the 
wheel, Cocoa Moon has done it again 
with two exciting new innovations in 
recent times including a new Inter-
national Breakfast menu and freshly 
squeezed juices.
The international menus includes 
such interesting combinations as a 
Tunisian chakchouka (poached eggs 
in spiced tomato and pepper ragout 
served on thick cut toast), French 
crepes, Spanish churros, Mexican 
huevos rancheros, an English brekky 
(yep, with a black pudding), Ameri-
can breakfast burger and an Aussie 
big brekky. 
The new juices and smoothie options 
include such delights as Lean Green 
(banana, mango, pineapple, kale, 
spinach and ice), a Ginger Green, 
Watermelon raspberry cleanser and 
Morning Rise.

RETREAT ALL THE RAGE
The Retreat has new owners and so-
cial media is running hot with rave re-
views. Some of the highlights beyond 
the main menu includes superb cof-
fee, freshly made muffins and live en-
tertainment. There’s an afternoon tea 
(or coffee) special and scones for $6, 
healthy children’s lunch boxes, and is 
open for brekky on the weekend.

with Basil Fettucine

Scouts out in force at the market

WARRANDYTE High School Year 
10 students Harry Bebbington and 
Tom Downie have been named na-
tional finalists in the Eureka Science 
Awards for their short video clip 
Gravity Sucks.

That means the pair have been 
invited to Sydney on August 26 for 
the awards ceremony and lunch 
reception with the Sleek Geeks, Dr 
Karl and Adam Spencer. 

Dave Davies is the driving force 
behind the contest. Teacher Claire 
Bloom offers some technical support 
but “Dave is the science man – I don’t 
know anything about Einstein’s the-
ory!” says Claire, joking.

Dave was head of the school’s 
science department for many years 
and retired about three years ago. 

“However, he pops into Warran-
dyte High School four days a week 

on a voluntary basis and helps the 
students and staff in many ways – tu-
tors kids, mentors teachers, coaches 
sport, organises the staffroom, at-
tends excursions, general handyman 
and more,” Claire says. 

“We have entered Eureka each year 
since 2007, making it to the finals 
once when we came third in 2011, so 
it’s been a long time between drinks, 
to put it colloquially.”

Claire says Tom is a very dedicated 
VET Digital Media student and most 
of the editing effects were his. Har-
ry is a great actor and full of many 
zany ideas.

 
Find the link to Gravity Sucks at: 

https://youtu.be/sIcnKUsvYo0 and 
updated on Eureka website: http://
australianmuseum.net.au/2015-
sleek-geeks-eureka-prize

Harry and Tom’s excellent adventure

WARRANDYTE Primary School 
students have been studying 
the significant events and peo-
ple in Colonial Australia, teach-
ers report to the Diary.

As part of their studies, the 
students took part in a day 
called Tent City. The students 
set up tents, dug for gold, made 
cups of tea and damper on the 
open fire and generally lived like 
miners on the goldfields. 

Throughout the day, the stu-
dents also acted out significant 
events and stories such as: Eu-
reka Stockade – Peter Lalor ver-
sus Governor Hotham; Crossing 
the Blue Mountains – Blaxland, 
Wentworth and Lawson versus 
the Indigenous people;  The 

Squatters – John Macarthur ver-
sus the Indigenous people and 
the Government; The Gold Rush 
in Warrandyte – Louis Michel 
and The Burning of Bentley’s 
Hotel – The Miners versus Bent-
ley and his cronies;  The Black 
Line – Governor Arthur versus 
the Indigenous people; The Suf-
fragette Movement – Vida Gold-
stein versus Parliament;  Aus-
tralia’s first “pop star” - Dame 
Nellie Melba versus the English;  
and A writer for the people – 
Henry Lawson.

Students also went for a walk 
through the Warrandyte State 
Park to look at the disused gold-
mines and Memorial Cairn.

Pictures supplied.

ANDERSON’S Creek Primary School celebrated the commencement of its 
transition program (Bridges) for the new 2016 Foundation (Prep) year.

A fun time was had by all as the children created lion masks inspired by 
the book The Lion in the Night by Pamela Allen.

Foundation co-ordinator Anna Verga believes the Bridges program is a key 
part of transition into school life.

“It is important for our new students that their introduction into school is 
an enjoyable and positive experience,” Anna said.

“Through the Bridges program, children experience a range of activities 

such as art, literacy, numeracy, music and physical education.”
The children get to make new friends so they will have familiar faces when 

the new school year begins. 
The program gently eases kinder children into this new and exciting ed-

ucational environment. It allows them to familiarise themselves with staff 
and school facilities.

Vacancies are still available for Group 2 commencing every Friday from 
August 21 to September 15.

For more information contact the school office on 9844 2757.

Bridges begins at Anderson’s Creek Primary School

Tent City for Warrandyte Primary School



24 Warrandyte Diary August 2015

grant mcgregor

love
landscapes

0431 157 025 • 9844 3424
maca.mcgregor@bigpond.com

garden design  
& maintenance
landscaping
sustainable solutions
fully insured

Dr Stuart Turner (B.V.Sc.) 
& Associates

Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill &  
Houghton Rds, Warrandyte

Consultation by Appointment 
Phone 9844 3071
NEW WEEKEND HOURS 

SATURDAY 8–4 SUNDAY 10–12

TOM KERKHOF 

T E L E V I S I O N
Servicing the area for 40 years

 DIGITAL Televisions,  
Stereo Systems, DVDs,  

Digital Set Top Box Systems, 
New Digital Television  

Set-ups

Phone 9844 3970
Mobile 0408 175 274
27 Mitchell Ave, Warrandyte

All types of  
glass, glazing,  

mirrors, shower 
screens

WARRANDYTE 
✷✷ GLASS ✷✷

Terry Ryan
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Halls for Hire
Uniting Church Hall ...............................9844 3547
Anglican Church Hall ............................9844 2193 
Mechanics Hall ................................ 0408 443 368

0 4 8 8  9 9 4  6 6 9
2birdsandabarrow@gmail.com

two birds
and a barrow
G A R D E N I N G

specialising in natural Australian gardens

It 
is 
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al 
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Specialising in Restoration of Classic Bikes & Cars

Randal Gibson
0416 164 421 20 Rudolf Crt
randal@relive.net.au Ringwood North

Are y
ou  

ready for
 

Spring?

HE Europeans di-
vide the year into 
four seasons, the 
Aborigines have 
anything from six to 

12, depending on the region of 
Australia, but I reckon we have 
only one.

Forget the meteorological 
variations, it's the constant 
palette of problems that ac-
company these weather chang-
es that are more significant. In 
fact, the year is just one long 
catalogue of difficulties.

Spring is heralded as a time 
of beauty, rebirth and more 
temperate weather. Evidently 
it's a time to restore our Vita-
min D after months of darkness 
and hibernation. A time, for a 
young man's fancy to turn to 
the Grand Finals and for his 
sweetheart's to turn to the 
possibility of some love talk 
that doesn't include ACLs, 
coaches and re-runs of the lost 
goal opportunities. 

But more than all of that, 
Spring is plagued by rampant 
weed growth, gardening and 
not-too-subtle suggestions 
that it would, now, be a won-
derful time for picnics in the 
far flung reaches of the state. 
But towering over all of the 
aspects of Spring is the doozy 
of them all … hay fever!

Spring is when I begin to 
glare at the Plane trees that 
line our local streets, knowing 
that before long I will have 
streaming eyes, a snotty nose 
and a foul disposition. As the 
Plane trees release their seed 
bombs I dose myself up with 
antihistamines, get in my box-
es of Kleenex and bunker down 
until I dare to venture out on a 

day with no wind; no mean feat 
in Melbourne. 

Just when I begin to come 
good and stop looking like 
something from a B-grade 
horror film, summer arrives 
and with it come a host of new 
difficulties.

"I think we definitely need 
the air conditioner on today!"

"I don't think it will be that 
bad, really."

"Don't be ridiculous. They 
say it's going to be in the 
thirties today. Just because 
you don't feel the heat doesn't 
mean ...."  And then the elec-

tricity bill arrives.
Summer is the time when all 

catastrophes converge. Christ-
mas, with its never-ending 
socialising, present-giving and 
compulsory jollity. Christmas 
Day with the Cargo Cult men-
tality, excess, waste and indi-
gestion. Boxing Day with the 
conflicting calls of the cricket, 
visits to relatives, repairing 
broken toys and packing then 
heading off to crowd the high-
ways along with the rest of the 
city's laboratory rats.

Having “got away from it all 
to have a great holiday break”, 
there are the inevitable insect 
bites, sunburn, out-of-hours 
trips to almost-graduated med-
ical practitioners, salmonella 
poisonings and sibling squab-
bles. The car has a puncture 
on the way home, in 40-degree 
heat and the spare is at the bot-
tom of a container load of dirty 
washing, broken toys, spilling 
cartons of half empty food 
packets and the only relaxed 
creature in the car: the dog.

So, to summarise, summer 
is when we have the dreaded 
financial amalgam of school 
fees and equipment, holidays, 
holiday treats, rates, and end-
less entertaining costs. The 
garden is in constant need of 
watering, the water tank runs 
dry, we are in imminent threat 
of being annihilated by bush 
fire and you can only watch, 
on TV, men playing sport or 
re-runs of Midsomer Murders 
and the 1850s series of QI.

As we dribble back to work 
and school, relieved to be in a 
normal routine, free from the 
need to be pleasant to each 
other, the weather softens 

in sympathy. In England, au-
tumn may be all about “mists 
and mellow fruitfulness”, but 
where I live it's all about prun-
ing, preparing for winter and 
raking; endless raking!

At the front of my place is 
the airport terminal for our 
Plane trees. It is like a terminal 
suffering an industrial go-slow 
campaign. It would be accept-
able if they dropped all their 
leaves over a week or two but 
no, it takes a few months and 
that means a few months of 
raking. 

At the back is a Chinese elm 
that is in competition. By the 
end of autumn, many Sulo bin 
loads of leaves head off for re-
cycling. I then collapse, waiting 
for winter to sidle up.

Winter, of course, means lad-
ders. After the first torrential 
downpour you realise that you 
may have raked all the leaves 
on the ground but you have 
forgotten those in your house 
gutters; those leaves that are 
now blocking the downpipes 
leaving the overflow to cas-
cade down the inside walls, 
creating the need to repair 
and repaint. The repairing and 
repainting made more difficult 
by the broken leg you got fall-
ing from the ladder.

Winter is a time for the SADs. 
We are home inside, with huge 
gas bills, hoping futilely for bet-
ter times but deep down you 
just know those seed bombs 
are lurking, malevolently, on 
the trees outside.

Oh, the SADs? It's real. Look 
it up on Mr Google, unless, 
of course, your computer's 
stuffed. Typical winter!

ROGER KIBELL

Beware the seed bombs and 
catastrophes of warmer weather

“Summer is 
the time when 
all catastro-
phes converge. 
Christmas, with 
its never-end-
ing socialising, 
present-giving 
and compulsory 
jollity. Christmas 
Day with the Car-
go Cult mentali-
ty, excess, waste 
and indigestion.”

kibbled

By MARILYN MOORE
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MANY locals believe Warran-
dyte is a special place because 
the railway failed to reach 
our valley. This was not for 
lack of trying. Many issues of 
our local paper (The Evelyn 
Observer, published in Kan-
garoo Ground) carried news 
of the campaign for a railway 
to Warrandyte,

Most of the noise came 
from a small group of local 
businessmen warning against 
the place turning into a ghost 
town as the gold was running 
out. But all the noise was in 
vain. 

The rumours gathered force 
when the narrow gauge line 
from Moe to Walhalla was 
closed as a result of their gold 
running out. All that lovely 
rolling stock, those beautiful 
little locomotives and mile 
upon mile of narrow gauge 
steel track would be available 
to run up the Yarra Valley from 
Heidelberg to Yarra Glen via 
Warrandyte. 

Pub talk was that the new 
line would follow – more or 
less – the contour taken by 
Brackenbury Street, (our stop-
and-go street) with trestle 
bridges crossing Whipstick 
Gully and the other gullies and 
creeks, with a tunnel through 
Melbourne Hill. Wishful think-
ing placed the railway station 
behind the Grand Hotel with 
sidings at South Warrandyte 
and Wonga Park. Quite a sce-
nic journey.

A railway was built, extend-
ing the main line from Ring-
wood to Lilydale, with a sta-
tion on this line labelled “War-
randyte”. For a little while 
that is, until the signs were 
replaced with ones reading 
“Croydon”. Meanwhile, a new 
narrow gauge line was built 
through the Dandenongs, 
from Upper Ferntree Gully to 

Gembrook. The railway never 
came to Warrandyte. 

But the railway did come to 
the charming English village 
of Haddenham in Bucking-
hamshire where my great 
grandfather George Green had 
been busy buying up land.

Unemployed and penniless, 
sometime in the 1860s, George 
Green had walked to London, 
where he obtained work as a 
builder. He prospered, thanks 
largely to the volume of con-
tracts he secured from the 
railway companies.

George had inside knowl-
edge. Pub talk was that the 
promised railway was a mod-
est branch line. Unbeknown 
to the locals, the railway was 
to be a main line from London 

to Birmingham. 
Over the years, George had 

been quietly buying up land 
in the path of the planned 
railway. The new line began 
construction, George devel-
oped the land along the way, 
building houses and develop-
ing estates.  

Years later, in the mid-1920s, 
my family had struck a hous-
ing crisis. My great grandfa-
ther had recently died and 
his considerable estate had 
been distributed among the 
next generation. Times were 
tough. My father approached 
his father and asked him for a 
loan so he could buy a house. 
He was refused. This was the 
culmination of years of bad 
relations between them. 

My father determined that 
he would take his family 
and migrate to Australia. My 
grandfather, distressed at 
the possibility of losing three 
grandchildren, reneged and 

offered my father the deeds 
to a house. No loan. A gift. 
My father stubbornly refused 
his offer.

My mother told us this sto-
ry when my father wasn’t 
around. I always imagined 
the house that was offered 
was one of a row of modest 
workmen’s cottages at Rom-
sey, downriver from London.

On our first visit to England, 
I was determined to test my 
father’s stories. I asked Row-
land Green, one of my father’s 
cousins.

“That’s true. That house 
is here in Haddenham. I can 
take you to it.” He did. Hatfield 
House, a small Georgian man-
sion in its own grounds, with 
an observatory in the roof, 
built for a scientifically in-
clined retired clergyman. The 
railway line was not visible 
through the extensive garden. 
But we distinctly heard the 
whistle of a train.

CLIFF GREEN

Lost in translation

You’re in safe hands
PAUL J. GILLING

REBECCA VAN DER JAGT 
B.Sc, B.AppSc, Grad Dip Manip Therapy MAPA

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre 
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566

Member of Manipulative Physiotherapists Association of Australia

Warrandyte Health

MUSCLE MANIPULATION CLINIC
A unique style of muscular corrections are done by realigning 
muscles, tendons & ligaments – this manipulation simply works!

Suite 3, 35-37 Drysdale Road, Warrandyte  9844 5495
Checkout our reviews on Facebook

AUSTRALIAN TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SOCIETY MEMBER 25371

Need help?
Onsite Computer Repairs for Home and Business 

Experienced Technicians

We come to you
Phone 1300 264 552

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
 •  Taxation Return Preparation
 •  Electronic Lodgement Service
 •  Accounting & Business Consultants

THINGS you can’t live with-
out. Is it my imagination or 
are they breeding like rab-
bits? Either that or I’ve come 
down with a mega-dose of 
the editing bug, which is 
entirely possible as I find 
myself correcting even road 
signs. My latest favourite of 
these is Prescribed materials 
prohibited beyond this point. 
One presumes they mean 
Proscribed! 

A random selection from 
recent days produced the fol-
lowing list for your enjoyment:
•  Expiration dates. They’re 
popping up everywhere. 
Online credit card payment 
forms are extremely fond of 
them, but I’ve also seen a few 
on food packaging. Amusing at 
first, but now simply puzzling. 
How can so many people not 
know that “expiration” means 
to breathe out? The term 
they are looking for is simply 
“expiry date”. I’m hoping that 
somebody will soon wake up 
to this gross error-gone-viral, 

but not holding my breath.
•  Caffein shampoo. “German 
engineering for your hair.” 
What? Although I give this ad 
full marks for the punchiness 
of its message, I have abso-
lutely no idea what it means. 
•  Perfume whose main claim 
to fame is the fact that it 
comes in a silk pouch that 
features a design inspired by 
the Flora scarf created by a 
fashion house for Grace Kelly. 
No less. Wow! Notice that they 
aren’t actually admitting they 
copied the scarf design. In any 
case, I’d have thought that 
people would be more inter-
ested in the perfume.
•  “Essence of Kangaroo”. 
$98 a pop. The sealed box is 
about a hand-span wide and a 
couple of inches thick. Abso-
lutely no indication of what’s 
inside, or what you do with it, 
or what it’s actually made of. 
It’s almost worth buying just 
to find out!
•  Bee Venom Body Soufflé, 
with 24-carat gold. The word 
“unbelievable” seems heav-
ily over-used these days, 
mostly by sports commenta-
tors, but I’m having trouble 
coming up with a suitable 
alternative. Bee venom! Body 
Soufflé! 24-carat-gold! It re-

minds me of one of those 
“Government-speak” tables 
drawn up by Don Watson, with 
columns of unrelated words 
that you combine to produce 
meaningless official-sounding 
mumbo-jumbo. 
•  Legology’s Daily Lift for 
Legs. It looks like some sort of 
cream that’s “… a quick slim 
swimsuit fix”. Apparently it 
brings shape and comfort to 
heavy legs. No! 
•  Frown-line patches “that 
re-educate the skin”, giving 
a smoother, younger appear-
ance. 
•  Dr Lipp’s original Nipple 
Balm for lips. Yes folks, it’s 
100% lanolin. Obviously some-
body thought that the name 
“Dr Lipp’s Nipple Balm” had 
more of a ring to it. It’s cer-
tainly got more of a price tag.
•  Chakra bracelet that “pro-
motes intelligence, awareness 
and thoughtfulness”. Right. I’ll 
have a few dozen of those. As 
many as I can fit on one arm!
Some of the more outra-
geous-sounding items might 
actually have some legitimacy. 
I had a string of smart remarks 
up my sleeve about this next 
one, but after consulting Dr 
Google I’ve decided to bite 
my tongue.  

•  A dish brush whose antibac-
terial bristles have the added 
bonus of silver ions. Accord-
ing to my recent research, it 
seems that products coated 
with “silver ions” yield a re-
duction in bacteria of around 
80% after 15 minutes and 99% 
after two hours. I won’t go into 
the technicalities of what con-
stitutes “silver ions”, but if by 
“bacteria” they’re including 
the little blighters responsi-
ble for gastro, they might be 
on to something. A couple of 
years ago we went on a bike 
ride with about 1200 other 
people, and at one point more 
than half the group had come 
down with severe gastro. The 
rapid spread of the bug was 
blamed on the communal 
dishwashing brushes at the 
camp sink. If only they’d used 
brushes with silver ions! Since 
then, I’ve always taken my 
own brush.

You can tell I’ve been spend-
ing too much time lately sit-
ting about in waiting rooms, 
skimming through magazines. 
Maybe I’ll go and grab an 
espresso and a bite to eat, so 
long as I can find something 
on the menu that hasn’t got 
misplaced apostrophes in it!

our place
By MARILYN MOORE

Hear that whistle blow
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By JILL DIXON
FRIENDS of the Earth (FoE), the 
world’s largest grassroots environ-
mental organisation, is challenging 
us to take the test, for a week from 
August 31 and see how easy it really 
is to halve our personal contribution 
to greenhouse gasses. 

WarrandtyeCAN has set up a team 
and wants you to be part of it.  

You choose five of nine nominated 
challenges and set up your specific 
“Green Pledge” at a special web-
site, nominating the Warrandyte 

team.  Do it now.  The website www.
thegreenpledge.net is stacked with 
information on why and how you 
can make a difference. The week’s 
challenges include things like “veg-
out”, put your bank on notice (to not 
invest in non-renewables), jumpers 
not heaters, two-minute showers, no 
car usage and many more choices.  
If you set up your Pledge now you’ll 
encourage others and help build 
momentum for the challenge.

Wayne Rankin of WarrandyteCAN 
said: “CAN see’s the Green Pledge 

as a way to encourage people to un-
derstand that the solutions to world-
wide problems lie in the actions and 
choices of individuals.”

WarrandyteCAN will cast the net 
wide, reaching out to all our local 
communities to participate, espe-
cially secondary students. Posters, 
e-news and Facebook (Warrandyte-
CAN) will provide information and 
encouragement.  

Participants can ask friends and 
family to inspire them to success by 
donating at your profile page.  Funds 

raised will support FoE’s myriad of 
fantastic environmental projects, 
such as Quit Coal, coal seam gas and 
renewables. 

More information on Warrandyte-
CAN: Wayne Rankin, 0418 394 494 or 
9844 4438 or Jill Dixon, 0404 024 449 
or 9844 3872. Visit www.facebook.
com/warrandytecan

More information on Friends of 
the Earth: Eric Hornung, The Green 
Pledge Partnerships Team 0423 011 
017, eric.hornung@foe.org.au or visit 
www.thegreenpledge.net

SEVERAL community groups are 
holding annual general meetings in 
coming weeks.

Information Warrandyte will be 
holding its AGM at the Warrandyte 
Community Centre, 168 Yarra Street, 
on Tuesday September 8 at 7.30pm. 
Supper on conclusion. All welcome. 
RSVP by Tuesday September 1 to 
9844 3082.

Warrandyte Senior Citizens is hold-
ing its AGM on Thursday September 
10 at 10.30am in the Senior Citizens 
Centre in Taroona Avenue. All mem-
bers encouraged to go along. Refresh-
ments served on conclusion.

Warrandyte Neighbourhood House 
will be holding its AGM on Thursday 
September 3 at 1pm. All current and 
prospective members are invited. 
Phone 9844 1839 for further details.

RSL gigs
THE Warrandyte RSL presents the 
Detonators on Sunday August 30, 
4pm-6pm.  BYO food platter welcome.  
Sausage sizzle from 6pm. Band dona-
tion appreciated. Inquiries:  9844 3567 
after 4pm weekdays. RSL Club rooms, 
113 Brackenbury Street (enter from 
Mitchell Avenue).

U3A on the move
U3A is moving premises. The group 
will become part of the Parkwood 
Community Hub, 35-39 Tortice Drive, 
Ringwood North. Ample parking. Cen-
tre can be accessed by Bus 364 from 
Ringwood Station. A large range of 
classes available. Enquiries weekdays 
between 9am and Noon. Phone 9876 
2925 or email: u3arwood@gmail.com 
for more information.

No Lights, No Lycra!
‘DANCE like no one is watching’. 
Every Wednesday night 7-8pm in the 
Mechanics Hall. $5 entry.

Grand gigs
Commencing 8. 30pm.  Long Gone 

Daddy ‘s Band, Friday August 21. Elec-
tric Intent, Friday August 28. Ruckus, 
Friday September 4. Kristie & Pete, 
Friday September 11. Long Gone Dad-

dy’s Band, Friday September 18. Also, 
every Thursday night from 8pm Harry 
Healy will be playing in the Public Bar.

Community choir
A NEW community choir is starting 
in Eltham. Wednesday evenings 
8pm-9.15pm at St Margaret’s Mud 
Brick Hall, 79-81 Pitt Street, Eltham. 
Cost $7. No auditions. Choir leader, 
Shaun Islip. For more information 
contact John Winkett on 9439 1793, 
johnwinkett@swiftdsl.com.au or 
www.opendoorsingsers.org.au 

FOWSP 
HAVE you visited your local nursery 
Friends Of Warrandyte State Park? 
Come along on Thursdays between 
9.30am and 12.30pm, or the first Sat-
urday of each month from 9am-1pm 
and the first Sunday of each month 
from 2-4pm. Purchase all your local 
natives.

Cricket directory
IF you don’t already have an entry on 
the Warrandyte Cricket Club business 
directory, but would like to for 2016, 
please call 9844 3924 by August 16. 

Thread
ENGAGING links, connections and 
interwoven ideas. July 23 till Sep-
tember 6. Long Gallery Montsalavat, 
7 Hillcrest Avenue, Eltham. 9439 7712 
or email arts@montsalvat.com.au. 
Gallery hours, daily 9am-5pm.

Joie de Vivre
OPEN studio on Saturday August 22, 
at 7.30pm, then daily from 10am-4pm, 
until Friday August 28. Local artist 
Shani Alexander-Perry celebrates 
life through an explosion of colour in 
paintings of gorgeous flowers. Jump-
ing Creek Studio, 19 Jumping Creek 
Road, Wonga Park.

Need to know
This page is provided to publicise 
community events. Ensure you tell 
us: what it is; when it is; where it 
is; is there a cost? Include a phone 
number for enquiries.

Can you cut your CO2 emissions?

artyfacts

Annual general meetings galore

DeBorah BUrnett
0408 027 781

love-your-home.com.au

What is a home?
IS a home simply a roof over your 
head or is it something more? At 
its most basic, a home is a shelter 
from the elements, four walls and 
a roof, a front door, windows that 
fit, running water, heating and elec-
tricity.

So, with that sorted, what do we 
mean by home? Most people when 
asked say that home means sanc-
tuary, a place to relax and simply 
be themselves and importantly, a 
place where their loved ones are.  

It’s interesting that our sense of 
home seems to have very little to 
do with the furniture we choose, 
the colour schemes or the latest 
trends in homewares.  Sure, all of 
these elements can create spaces 
in which we can feel great comfort 
and a sense of well-being, but at its 
most fundamental, home is about 
the emotional connection we have 
with where we live.

When we don’t have that connec-
tion, we can experience a sense of 
emotional homelessness, no matter 
how opulent (or otherwise) our 
dwelling might be. I’ve certainly 
experienced this on several occa-
sions when, for reasons of necessi-
ty or circumstance, I’ve found my-
self in houses, flats or in one case a 
country where I simply didn’t have 
that emotional sense of home.

Being able to make choices about 
where and how we live is essential 
to our sense of wellbeing. Think 
about it.  Like me, you may have 
lived in a rental where the landlord 
has dictated whether or not you 
can hang pictures or paint walls.

Similarly, you may have had to 
move to a location where you just 
didn’t want to be and, no matter 
how gorgeous your house or flat, 
you simply didn’t ‘feel at home’ 
and perhaps felt unsettled and 
longing to be somewhere else.

Homes, like our lives, often re-
quire compromise however some-
times we may feel we are compro-
mising too much. The good news is 
that it is possible to create a sense 
of home wherever you are.  The 
trick is to connect with what home 
means for you, then find creative 
ways of including aspects of this 
in your home. For me, it’s the need 
for green/nature, so wherever I’ve 
lived, I’ve always had loads of pot 
plants inside and more recently, 
dried palm seed fronds and seed 
pods as decorative ‘art’.

Taking some time to connect in 
with your ‘emotional home’ and 
reflecting on what makes you hap-
py in a space is a great starting 
point to creating your home. In 
fact, when you do this, you really 
can’t go wrong – no matter where 
you live.

Acoustic Collective
THE Warrandyte Mechanics In-
stitute Hall & Arts Association 
(WMIAA) is seeking expressions 
of interest from writers and play-
ers of original acoustic music to 
be part of a Warrandyte Acoustic 
Collective. 

The group is looking for the 
gathering of like minds, fostering 
of talent and a place to show your 
wares. This collective would op-
erate under the WMIAA banner 
and be part of the community that 
shares the hall. 

The aim is to meet once a 
month, meet, play, compose and 
have fun. If you are interested in 
being part of this collective con-
tact Daryll Mitchell - 0423 088 217 
or renascent10@gmail.com

We’d heard about this place
Heard of its hugeness
Miles and miles of empty

Sparse and flat and red, 
A sky full of light
So bright it hurts

A wide black dome of night
Nothing but stars 
Rippling with hope

This place so old there are still
Wild creatures so strange 
They’re like children’s fantasies –

Fins, and flippers, bills and spikes
Even one with a baby pocket 
and bounds with its tail

The whole country, with fewer people 
Than one of our cities! 
Plenty of room for us

They are good people
reserved, more brawn 
than brain, but no airs and graces…
 
Everyone equal, they distrust authority—
No military coups there!
They believe in fair go mate 

Looking out for the under-dog—that’s us!
She’ll be right here 
And so will we!

Worth all those bullying blue months
In the sea’s wild claws. Worth leaving all 
that’s warm and loving, and home…

They think we’re the people we’re running 
from
We disturb their comfortable lives
They famously fear the dark

  ***
He could not be persuaded  
I want the devil I know, and I’ve heard
All that space is desert

Their hearts, their heads just as empty
And those thousands of stars— the wrong 
ones
Mocking the distance, the difference

They kick the under-dogs chase them off
Send them starving to Somewhere Else
‘Or they’ll breed and take over…’

I’d rather face bombs and prison here
Than their fair-go ‘Centres’ out in the desert
I’d rather my own enemies, than all their hate

They don’t want us there
There are car stickers  which tell us
‘F--- off we’re full’

They think we’re the people we’re running from
We disturb their comfortable lives
They famously fear the dark

  ***
He’s old, Papa, afraid of change
Even if it’s good or better
Than bad: even if it means no more bombs, 

Soldiers on corners, the white dust of rubble 
Water cut off for hours each day
And that constant fear of the midnight 
knock…

He’s become too cynical–
Sees the worst of everything
His fears defy logic:

A huge rich land:  the Fair Go land
Good life for us under-dogs..
Would they turn us away, fleeing war and 
death?

They think we’re the people we’re running 
from
We disturb their comfortable lives
They famously fear the dark

KAREN THROSSELL

Thinking about 
Nirvana
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By LAUREN MUELLER
THE Friends of Warrandyte State 
Park (FOWSP) is a volunteer-based 
group that understands the impor-
tance of growing indigenous plants in 
our gardens. We can’t underestimate 
the group’s value to the community.

The nursery grows plants indige-
nous to the area not only to conserve 
these important species but also to 
try and encourage people to plant 
them in their own gardens. Too 
often we see garden runaways such 
as Pittosporum and Agapanthus 
invading the territory of beautiful 
native orchids, Eucalypts and other 
natural splendours. 

‘Friends’ groups such as our War-
randyte team are of such value to 
the priceless bushland in our area. 

They never get tired of pulling 
weeds and planting important in-
digenous plants around the park. 
The habitat created and improved 
by FOWSP will continue to house all 
types of native creatures from phas-
cogales and sugar gliders to powerful 
owls. Even the native bees are taken 
good care of.

Linda Rogan, an active member of 
FOWSP, reflects upon her time volun-
teering and believes she has “found 
a wonderful supportive community 
of people from various backgrounds, 
including enthusiastic youngsters 
as well as us elders, all with the 

common goal of supporting the State 
Park, the rangers and the local flora 
and fauna”.  She says “FOWSP is now 
an important part of my active life”. 

Linda joined FOWSP with the in-
tention of “learning more about our 
indigenous flora and to do something 
positive for our local natural envi-
ronment” and ended up becoming 
the newsletter editor and finding 
herself immersed in learning about 
the state park.

FOWSP has had many successes 
around the park including creating 
a wetland frog habitat near the nurs-
ery and revegetating many disturbed 
areas.

From my own personal experience 
it is so rewarding being part of this 
team. Every time I go out with them 
I feel like I have given something 
back to the environment and an area, 
which I enjoy visiting often. 

As a great bonus the people are 
amazing and so much fun to be 
around and the morning tea is always 
astounding.

The state parks in Warrandyte are 
an integral piece in a much larger 
puzzle. 

The importance of it being looked 
after for rare and endangered plants 
and animals and also for the enjoy-
ment of you all in Warrandyte is 
greater than I can describe in this 
article. You’ll have to go out into 
the park, enjoy the company of the 
wallabies and feel the change in the 
air to appreciate its true significance.

The nursery is open to the public 
and to anybody who wishes to volun-
teer on Thursdays from 9.30am until 
12.30pm and on the first weekend of 
every month when the Warrandyte 
Community Market is on. 

For more info visit fowsp.org.au

True ‘friends’ of our state park

By JOAN BROADBERRY
MORE than 30 years ago while hiking 
at Wilson's Promontory with school 
students, a fellow teacher asked me 
to look out for a bird with a bright red 
rump as he was colour blind. 

Later on he showed me a picture 
of his quarry, a Beautiful Firetail in 
the first field guide I had ever seen. 
I did not realise then, but it was a 
life-changing moment. I started to get 
hooked on bird watching. The first 
bird I identified (without binoculars) 
was a Yellow-rumped Thornbill in a 
camping ground near Ballarat.

I had a Readers Digest Complete 
Book of Australian Birds in hand, 
large and very heavy but a wonderful 
reference because of its photograph-
ic plates and lively, readable text. I 
was given a small pair of binoculars 
as a Christmas present and my bird 
watching leapt ahead. Binoculars 
are essential. Very little trumps that 
heart-stopping moment when a bird 
slips into sharp focus. It doesn't have 
to be a Lyrebird or Bowerbird. The 
plumage of common species like 
Rosellas, Fairy Wrens or Black Ducks 
still takes my breath away.   

Bird watching began to take over 

my life. On holidays, while others 
in the family were sleeping, I was up 
early, lurking around caravan parks, 
river banks or botanical gardens, 
checking out the birdlife. On a flight 
to Cairns there was room in my lug-
gage for the weighty Readers Digest 
bird book. I started to record what I 
had seen, sometimes puzzling over 
hard-to-identify species for years. 
There were mistakes but that is part 
of learning.

I joined the Bird Observer's Club. 
Their newsletters were filled with 
accounts of walks, camps and trip re-
ports. I read each issue from cover to 
cover, participated in their activities 
and met many like-minded people. 

My story is not unusual. Bird 
watching is becoming a common 
pastime and a bushland suburb 
like Warrandyte is the ideal place to 
indulge it. Like any hobby it can be 
practised at many levels. It can be 
as simple as keeping a backyard bird 
list or enjoying watching birds drink-
ing and bathing at a strategically 
placed bird bath. Or it can become a 
magnificent obsession, providing an 
excuse to visit remote and exciting 
places all around Australia.  

What is there about birding that 
gives it such power and pleasure? 
There are many answers, but here 
is mine. Bird watching partners per-
fectly with exploration and travel. A 
set of binoculars and a field guide 
will add extra enjoyment to a walk 
along the Yarra, a weekend away or 
a trip around Australia.

Watching birds brings extraordi-
nary highs.

 The memory and joy of every 
first sighting of a species remains 
with me forever. The challenge, the 
quest, the unexpected and the fact 
that nothing can be guaranteed, are 
part of its “edge”. 

In this digital age, photography has 
become another wonderful addition 
to birding. The image reproduced 
here of a Silvereye, captures the bird 
watching me as I watch it.

Compared with when I started, be-
ginner birdwatchers these days have 
it all. There is an extensive range of 
binoculars and field guides to choose 
from. Birding apps for phones or 
tablets even include recordings of 
calls. Tremendous tools, but a note 
of caution. Continually playing calls 
to attract birds can disrupt their 

territorial and breeding behaviour.
BirdLife Australia is now the or-

ganisation that links birdwatchers 
together. 

It also provides many opportuni-
ties to get involved in research and 
conservation. 

Unhappily, with the degradation 
of their habitat, we cannot take it 
for granted that birds will always 
be there to watch. Recently I saw a 

poster picturing a child asking, "Dad, 
what is a Kookaburra?" It shocked 
me, but the reality is that many com-
mon species are in decline.

It is no longer enough to just take 
from the bird world, we must give 
back. Every effort possible is need-
ed, from birders and non-birders 
alike, to protect and care for the 
natural environment on which birds 
(and us) depend completely.

Dad, what is a Kookaburra?

DeBorah BUrnett



28 Warrandyte Diary August 2015

By NICOLE HOWARD
WARRANDYTE Venom ended the 
season with a massive weekend just 
passed, with both the women and 
men’s youth league sides competing 
in Big V finals for a mixed bag. 

The boys team took home an inau-
gural championship for the Venom 
Youth Men, but unfortunately, 
though playing brilliantly, the girls 
just fell short but have done them-
selves, the club and the community 
proud with great displays of talent, 
sportsmanship and mateship.

The huge crowd at Warrandyte 
Sports Complex on Saturday night 
witnessed not only a terrific game of 
high-spirited basketball, but also a 
historic win for the Venom. The first 
title for the men’s side of the pro-
gram was a landmark victory for the 
15 players involved in the 2015 team 
and also a reflection on the entire 
junior boys program at Warrandyte 
that feeds the Big V element. 

Playing the talented Mornington 
Breakers, it was always set to be a 
physical affair. The young Venom 
team was ruthless with its attack 
on the basketball and hunger for 
the contest. In a tightly contested 
match with many ebbs and flows, 
the Venom claimed victory 79-70 
after 40 gruelling minutes. 

In a terrific team performance 
certain individuals also stamped 
their authority on the game: Justin 
Ronan-Black finished with 19 points, 
Nick Spicer had 15 and there were 
three other players registering dou-
ble-digit scores. 

The defensive efforts and overall 
court attack by Callum Langmaid 
landed him grand final MVP recogni-
tion, having racked up eight assists 
and five steals. 

The club and community can 

look forward to seeing the first 
Big V Men’s championship banner 
unveiled at the Warrandyte Sports 
Complex in the coming weeks.

After limited sleep after the ex-
citement of Saturday night’s game, 
the Warrandyte Venom faithful then 
made the journey to Broadmeadows 
stadium on Sunday to support the 
Youth League Women.

The team was out to conquer title 
favourites Hume City Broncos on 
their home floor, a tough ask given 
the Broncos finished the campaign 
with a 20-1 season record. 

The Broncos came out early and 
notched a handy double-digit lead, 
but the typical Venom competitive-
ness kicked in to make it clear they 
were up to the task. The game was 
a physical and strategic affair and 
both sides were relentless with ball 
pressure. 

The Venom players fought admi-
rably to reduce the deficit to single 
figures but were unable to break the 
Broncos down, eventually falling 
60-46.

Venom’s Simone Caruana finished 
the game on 14 points and eight re-
bounds, while Maddie Taylor added 
10 points and seven boards. There 
were a number of other contribu-
tors in the spirited defeat and the 
Venom women certainly took it to 
their opposition to finish a terrific 
campaign. 

Another wonderful year for War-
randyte in the Big V competition 
will be commemorated with two 
big celebratory occasions in the 
coming weeks. 

Sunday August 23 from 3pm to 
6pm the Venom Big V Awards 
function will be held at the Grand 
Hotel Warrandyte with everyone 
welcome. 

By RYAN HOIBERG
LAST season was a big year for the 
Warrandyte Cricket Club with change 
yielding the ultimate prize of a First 
XI premiership. The 2015/16 cam-
paign will aim see the club build on 
this and produce its greatest level of 
participation since it’s heyday in the 
late 1970s and early 1980s.

The club will be offering the chance 
to play cricket for all ages, from tod-
dlers to geriatrics and potentially 
even the first women’s team since 
the golden era. Already announced 
and confirmed by the club are six 
senior teams, including the First X1 
side playing in the top grade.

Also locked in is a Milo In2Cricket 
program for future cricketers aged 
five to 10, seven junior sides com-
prising  U10s, U12s, U14s, U16s and 
three junior T20 sides. Four veterans 

sides, two over 40s teams and teams 
in the over 50s and 60s brackets 
will play and, of course, there is the 
possibility of a women’s team back 
in Warrandyte for the first time since 
the 1980s.

New club president Greg Warren is 
optimistic about the season ahead.

“There’s lot of excitement and 
enthusiasm around the place, as 
everyone is setting themselves for 
another successful season both on 
and off the field,” Warren said. “We 
have a strong cricket leadership team 
that will again be led by Jake Sherriff 
(WCC coach) and Chris Barry (First 
XI and club captain) with a good mix 
of young and experienced captains.”

“Also, I’m really pleased that Camer-
on Day has take on the role as chair-
man of selectors and will not only 
provide a wise old head regarding 

team selection, but also act as a men-
tor for our young leadership group 
to ensure development plans are in 
place for all our young cricketers.”

Coach Sherriff has been busy in 
the off-season and is well prepared 
with pre-season training having com-
menced in early August. After a long 
absence, Sherriff can hardly hide his 
excitement about being back in the 
Trollope Shield. 

“We had a lot of success last year 
across all grades, but we now must 
focus on taking the next step,” Sher-
riff said with a beaming grin.

Anyone interested in playing for 
WCC contact: Seniors Greg Warren 
(0412 368078), Juniors Chris Jackson 
(0419 362 740), Milo in2 Cricket Steve 
Pascoe (0431 170 963), Veterans John 
Ryan (0479 007 464), and Women’s 
Jenny Chapman (0438 587 135). 

Bloods cricketers set for another big year

Bloods’ leaders: Chris Barry (Captain First XI), Cameron Day (chairman of 
selectors, Graham Rees (captain Fifths), coach Jake Sheriff, Stuart Smead 
(captain Thirds), Luke Warren (captain Seconds), Dylan Burns (captain 
Fifths), Ayrton Dehmel (vice-captain Firsts and fielding coach).

By ED MUNKS
THE Victorian State Cross Country 
Championships were held last 
weekend at Westerfolds Park in 
Templestowe with our locals put-
ting in a strong showing.

U14 girl participant Abbey Cald-
well continued her strong summer 
season form winning the state 
championship title and the gold 
medal in a terrific 3000m race. 

Teammate Joanna O’Connell 
also ran strongly to earn a sev-
enth placing.

In other age group results, Harri-
ette Glover and Emma McQueeney 
placed 15th and 30th respectively 
in the 2000m U12s event. 

Meanwhile, Alice Glover ran 
39th in the U10s 2000m event and 
a special mention must be given 
to Olivia O’Connell who placed 
59th on her return after a badly 
broken leg.

In the U9s 1500m, Chloe Wool-
lard ran a fantastic 22nd, Jasmine 
Sidebottom came 27th and Kate 
McQueeney placed 38th with their 
young team securing a 10th place 
finish in the Teams section to 
round out a fantastic day of com-
petition.

The Summer Little Athletics 
season will begin in October, 
however, coaching director Peter 
Sharpe will commence pre-season 
training on Monday August 17 
from 4.30pm to 5.30pm. Sessions 
will continue each Monday and 
Wednesday at the Tom Kelly 
Track at Rieshieks Reserve.

East Doncaster Little Athletics 
will be holding their registration 
day on September 12 between 
10am and Noon at the Tom Kelly 
Track. Sessions are open for chil-
dren of all ages and abilities be-
tween five and 16, and interested 
youngsters are urged to have a go. 

State champ: U14 winner Abbey 
Caldwell.

Abbey 
claims gold 
in 300m

Golden girl: Abbey Caldwell (centre)

Venom glory 
as Youth Men 
claim title

Born to fly: Under 16s Venom dynamo Jake Deacon heads to the ring. Inset: 
The victorious Venom Youth Men’s team. Main picture: GARETH DICKSON
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This voucher entitles the holder to:
Aqua-Pure Water Filtration System 

AP9100+ Supplied and Installed
Details: Undersink filter system for mixer taps.  The sanitary 

quick change cartridges ensure an easier cleaner, virtually spill-
free change out.  Reduces sediment, taste / odour, chlorine and 

bacteria.  This system fits neatly in an under sink cupboard out of 
sight.  Filters all cold water supplied to main mixer tap. 

Includes installation by H2Pro Plumbing.

To redeem please contact
H2-PRO on 0411 516 539

Voucher is valid till 29/11/2015

Aqua-Pure Water Filtration System AP9100+

www.h2-proplumbing.com.au
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Junior
Warrandyte Junior Football Club 

would like to thank all of our 
sponsors for their fantastic support 

in 2015

. . . it’s all about the kids
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New Cat® E Series Excavators
The leader of your fl eet needs to deliver and 

with E Series innovation, you can expect more 
than ever before. Optional factory installed 

Cat® Grade Control is ready to increase 
effi ciency and accuracy. Plus, with an effi cient 

U.S. EPA Tier 4 Interim engine and a range of 
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demand more with Cat E Series. 
Visit australia.cat.com/ESeries
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Bloods cricketers set for another big year

By MICHAEL DI PETTA
IN three years, Casey Lee-Handley 
has gone from amateur bodybuilder 
to the world’s best after winning the 
International Natural Bodybuilding 
Australia World Championship event 
held in Dubai on June 13.

For the Warrandyte local the 
achievement was something in-
credibly special, coming out on top 
against 25 other girls. It was the first 
time the event has been held in the 
Middle East.

“I’ve accomplished what I wanted 
to do and I’ve reached my goal: I’ve 
taken out an overall world title,” 
Casey told the Diary. “It really is 
true - you never stop chasing your 
dream and always envision what 
you want. Anything’s possible if you 
just believe.”

Coming off her success at the 
Southern Cross National Champi-
onships earlier this year, not even 
Casey could have predicted such a 
strong showing in Dubai, but good 
preparation was certainly a key fac-
tor for her performance.

“After Southern Cross, I managed 
my diet and gym structure going in 
to Dubai. We flew over a week early 
into extreme heat, it was 40-degrees 
every day, which made it tough for 
competitors to bring their best game. 
I found a great food place and that 
helped me settle in,” Casey said.

Despite her excellent preparation, 
there were a couple of snags which 
threatened to negatively influence 
Casey’s campaign, but these were 
taken care of with minimum fuss.

“There were a couple of hitches 
in the registration, there were over 
400 competitors and I was meant to 
register between 2pm and 6pm, but 
because of urine and blood tests I 
didn’t get registered until 10pm at 
night. But they handled everything 
pretty well. Then when I went to put 
my tan on back at the hotel, we had 
a crisis and it wouldn’t go on. Luckily 
I had a can of Bondi spray tan, which 
we used to get a base tan I could 
work with,” Casey said.

The next morning Casey brought 
her best performance to win.

“We were back up at 6am the next 
morning to do hair and makeup 
and then we headed to the venue 
at 10am. The venue was amazing, 
we had a really good crowd, a lot 
of curious locals and a lot of local 
competitors as well. 

“Once you are up on stage, you 

stand in a relaxed posed position 
and then you’re asked to do quarter 
turns. You’re judged on symmetry, 
aesthetics, overall look, bikini and 
tan and muscularity. Everything’s got 
to look in proportion to everything 
else. Quite a few Aussie competitors 
went over for it and it was brilliant 
being on stage with your fellow Auss-
ies,” Casey says.

The event was a terrific success not 
only for Casey, but also for the host 
nation Dubai which did a stellar job 
as the Middle East’s first host nation 
of such a competition.

“One of the only reasons the Dubai 
local authorities were prepared to 
host the show was because it was an 
INBA event, which means it’s all-nat-
ural. I think it’s a fantastic country, 
it was a great culture, and they did 
a great job,” Casey says.

There is no let up in the coming 
months for Casey, who has recently 
secured a new location to restart her 
PT training business and also must 
maintain her condition for Natural 
Olympia in Las Vegas at the end of 
the year.

“The most exciting thing is getting 
my business back up and running 
because I used to do that in Sydney. 
I secured a new place to run PT 
training from, in Hammers Gym, Nun-
awading. Now with more knowledge 
under my belt I want to take more 
amateur competitors along for the 
ride and help them achieve their 
goals,” Casey says.

Thankfully, the preparation for 
Natural Olympia, considered the 
holy grail of competitions for natu-
ral bodybuilders, will be much less 
stressful as Casey is already in solid 
shape for the event.

“It’s a 16-week prep, but it’s prob-
ably not as hard now that I’m at a 
desirable weight because I’ve kept 
my conditioning from Dubai. Still, 
my diet is restricted, obviously fats 
and sugars I have to avoid, but I do 
get a bit more of a variety. I get my 
kangaroo from Shane at Warrandyte 
meats who packages it for me, and I 
can have other things like chicken, 
fish, sweet potato, rice and others. 
People always say “she just eats 
chicken and broccoli” but I don’t, I 
eat all sorts!,” Casey explains.

Those interested in learning from a 
world champ, and a terrific teacher, 
ought to go on the Hammers website 
or email Casey at caseyleehandley@
live.com.au for more information.

Casey captures world title
New face for 
Warrandyte 
Tennis Club
By TRICIA BARRETT
WARRANDYTE Tennis is de-
lighted to welcome new club 
president Steven Miles and 
also extends a sincere thank 
you to former president Mi-
chael Holloway. 

Holloway’s efforts and time 
devoted to the club over the 
past year have been nothing 
short of stellar in what has 
been a terrific season for the 
club. 

The association also thanks  
Iain Murray, who has gone 
above and beyond the call of 
duty over the past four years. 
Iain has reliably supplied 
equipment, muscle and sound 
advice in his role in maintain-
ing the club’s beautiful club-
house and grounds.

Social tennis and more seri-
ous competition tennis is on 
every day/night at WTC for 
all ages and all levels, includ-
ing Hot Shots competition so 
children can learn the game 
of tennis while using specially 
designed modified balls.  

FAST4 Gala day was held on 
August 6 in conjunction with 
Tennis Victoria.  FAST4 has 
been a hit with adults wanting 
a fun fitness regime within 60-
90 minutes. 

 Please see warrandyteten-
nisclub.org.au for more infor-
mation. 

 Social memberships are also 
popular, you can have a hit 
any time, maybe with family 
and friends. 
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By FRANS BROUWER

FOOTBALL remains a focus for many 
during the dark recesses of winter, 
but cricket has not been completely 
forgotten. Two development squads 
of South Warrandyte Hawks 18 to 
25-year-olds have been toiling away 
at Saxon Sports in Lilydale since 
June 17.

Other club members are spending 

Monday nights in fitness sessions 
under the direction of Paul Foley 
and a junior development squad has 
also begun training.  Furthermore, 
the players and coaches also got 
together at the clubrooms on July 
31 to discuss the upcoming season 
(and to mark the midpoint of the 
Ashes series). 

As reported several times last 
season, the club lost about a dozen 

players through injury, either for 
the whole season or large parts of 
it. Eventually the club had to with-
draw its Fifth XI side due to these 
setbacks. 

Judging by numbers at training so 
early this pre-season, there is little 
danger of this particular lightning 
striking twice.

Junior registration sessions will 
be held on Friday August 21 from 

5.30pm to 7pm and Saturday August 
22 from 10am to Noon.

The long-standing Colman Park 
change room project may also be 
moving in the right direction. As this 
article went to press, Scott Brasher 
(the club’s liaison with Manningham 
council and co-tenant the Sharks 
Junior Football Club) attended a 
meeting with councillors and council 
officers and advised that a decision 

on the successful tenderer and the 
preferred option (change rooms 
at rear or front of the existing clu-
brooms) is close.  

Although works are expected to 
cause disruption to the club’s ac-
tivities during most of the cricket 
season, this is a small price to pay 
for improved access, larger rooms 
and toilets, and the ability to hide 
the players while they are changing.

South Warrandyte Hawks prepare for season 2015/16 

Triple flag tilt
By MICHAEL DI PETTA and 
SCOTT PODMORE
IT was smiles all round down at 
Warrandyte Reserve on Saturday as 
Gareth Hitchman became the sec-
ond Warrandyte player in as many 
seasons to kick 100 goals. In other 
news, the seniors ran rampant over 
third-placed Coldstream the same 
day and the club is sitting pretty for 
a tilt at a triple treat of flags if they’re 
good enough in the seniors, seconds 
and thirds. 

Hitchman’s dominance leading 
the forward line for the Warrandyte 
Reserves was on display in front of 
an excited crowd and he didn’t let 
the Blood’s faithful down in slotting 
four in the first term. 

With the game under control, and 
Hitchman needing six to complete 
the ton, fans were waiting for one 
moment and Warrandyte Reserve 
erupted like the MCG when Hitchman 
put through his 100th of the season 
in the third quarter. A typical bag of 
10 for the star forward paved the way 
for a comfortable Reserves win over 
Coldstream. 

With celebrations out of the way, 
the stage was set for a crucial match 
between the seniors and a chance 
for the Bloods to exact revenge after 
being downed by the Cougars by less 
than a kick earlier in the season. In 
their second-last home and away 
game for the season, the seniors won 
by a whopping 85 to lock in their 
position on top of the ladder.

A sluggish start for Warrandyte let 
Coldstream gain the ascendency, 
booting two majors to put the Bloods 
under early pressure. However, War-
randyte’s intent to be physical and 
take control became evident midway 
through the first term.

A terrific mix of physical play and 
finesse emerged, led by youngster 
Ben Richardson who set up two first 
quarter goals by lowering his eyes 
and showing composure beyond 
his years. St Kilda coach Alan Rich-
ardson, father of young Ben, was 
in attendance to watch the Bloods 
stamp their authority on the contest 
and a 13-point lead was established 
by quarter time.

From that point on it was one-way 
traffic with Warrandyte never look-
ing back. The strong nature of play 
continued as Warrandyte was clearly 

out to prove a point, displayed best 
by Hamish Hosking’s goal of the 
year contender, throwing a stiff arm 
before unloading from 50 to bag a 
second quarter major. 

Coldstream never recovered from 
Warrandyte’s second quarter on-
slaught and eventually fell 6.3.39 to 
Warrandyte’s 19.10.124.

The victory was the third in a row 
for Warrandyte for the day, high-
lighting the genuine possibility that 
all three Warrandyte teams could all 
challenge for premiership glory. With 
both the Under 19s and the Reserves 
winning their Round 17 fixtures by 
over 100 points, the sides sit in third 
and second place respectively.

The Under 19s have the opportu-
nity to move into second place with 
a win over Surrey Park this weekend 
and cement a home final fixture. 
Meanwhile, the Reserves have an op-
portunity to move into top position 
with a win next week provided league 
leader Forest Hill lose.

The seniors have claimed pole po-
sition by eight points ahead of Forest 
Hill and are favourites to claim the 
flag. Better still, there are some key 
players to return for finals including 
exciting speedsters Chad Gauci, 
Arthur Lamaris and James Appelby 
who have kicked 50 goals between 
them this season. 

Bloods on a roll: Ruckman David Hand goes up for a ruck duel. Inset: Gareth Hitchman is chaired off.
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By MICHAEL DI PETTA and  
SCOTT PODMORE
WARRANDYTE and Park Orchards 
football clubs have have witnessed 
a deluge of AFL stars coming out to 
rub shoulders with the Bloods and 
Sharks in the past month.

The Junior Bloods had the privilege 
of hosting a three-time premiership 
footballer at their training session on 
Wednesday July 8 last month when 
Hawthorn Football Club star and 
former captain Sam Mitchell came 
to Warrandyte Reserve to teach our 
up and coming footy stars a thing or 
two (pictured above with the lads, 
photo courtesy of Jenny Trewella). 

An eastern suburbs junior foot-
baller in his younger years, for Sam 
it was a chance to come back and 
reflect.

“I actually played my junior footy 
down at Mooroolbark before I start-
ed playing for the Eastern Rangers, 
and coming back down to a junior 
footy club in the area it kind of takes 
you back to those early days training 
under the lights, seeing all the boys, 
and you just remember your junior 
footy days,” Mitchell said.

“For us as footballers, coming 
down and giving back to the com-
munity, especially a club as friendly 
and welcoming as Warrandyte is a 
good way for us to help.” 

After a brief introduction, it was all 
systems go with a tackle and hand-
ball drill with Sam throwing himself 
into the action to best demonstrate 
techniques which can aid young 
footballers.

“These days with the way footy is 
played, it’s better to hold the ball 
in and force a stoppage if you can’t 
give out a good handball. Also, 
when you are handballing, it’s really 
important to weight your handballs 
so they aren’t coming in too quick,” 
Mitchell said.

Next up was a drill to test how well 
the young footballers could transi-
tion the football from the backline 
to forward line without defenders 
influencing the play.

Rather predictably, the kids were 
a little over eager but by the end of 
the drill  improvements were made. 

For everyone who attended, it 
was terrific to see the kids enjoying 
themselves so wholeheartedly, an 
element that is crucial in junior foot-
ball, according to Mitchell.

“The most important thing when 
you’re a junior player is just to 
make sure you are really enjoying 
your footy, having a good time and 
playing the game properly. For those 
who have the dream of playing pro-
fessionally, the best thing for kids 
to do is to make themselves the 
best at something. If you’re not a 
great kick, make yourself the fittest 
player, or make sure you’ve got the 
best hands. That’s what people look 
for, players who stand out because 
they are better then the rest in one 

Stars are shining out in the east

area,” Mitchell says.
After the session finished, there 

was time for a little question and 
answer time, in which the kids learnt 
some of the lesser-known details of 
Mitchell’s career and junior football 
life. 

Cameron Ling was revealed as 
the toughest opponent the Hawk 
had ever faced and the kids learnt 
valuable information on footballers 
diets, training regimes and even the 
mental realisation the road to the 
AFL is longer than it seems.

“When I was a kid, I kind of just 
assumed that I would play in the AFL 
once I started making representative 
teams,” Mitchell recalls.

“But there was one day that I re-
member it all kind of hit me that it 
wasn’t so easy. 

We were sitting in the change 
rooms after an Eastern Rangers ses-
sion, with a lot of other young kids, 
and the coach told us that only one 
or two of us would go on to actually 
make the AFL. 

I think then I realised I had to work 
harder then the rest.”

The training session ended with 
all the kids having learnt how to 
improve their craft, as well as better 
understanding the nature and pro-
fessionalism it takes to be a genuine 
AFL superstar. 

Having impressed the Warrandyte 
juniors, Mitchell himself was also 
pleasantly surprised with the quality 
of Warrandyte football.

“I really like the EFL football com-
munity, there are some great clubs, 
some great rivalries and a lot of the 
clubs are really closely connected 
with the actual communities, their 
heart and soul.

 Here at Warrandyte, there’s a really 
good feel around the club and the 
community,” Mitchell said.

Certainly, Sam Mitchell’s appear-
ance at Warrandyte is one that will 
live long in the memory of those who 
had the privilege to attend.

 ANOTHER Hawk champ, Ben Strat-
ton, decided he’d make his way out 
to Warrandyte to catch up with our 
young Auskickers after Richmond 
had beaten his team only the night 
before (above).

“Auskick is alive and well in 
Warrandyte,” Auskick co-ordinator 
Dave Greenstreet told the Diary.  

THE Warrandyte Football Club held 
an official sponsors and presidents 
luncheon last month and welcomed 
Essendon footballer Michael Hurley 
as a guest speaker. He’s pictured 
here (top left) with dapper looking 
stand-in treasurer and former Bloods 
sharp-shooter Andrew “Bucky” 
Rogers, who led the charge in a day 
the club had it’s season’s greatest 
takings for a home game. Some say 
Bucky was that keen to look good 
for the occasion and his duty that 
he borrowed old Digger Ben Jones’s 
jacket for the day.

Former Carlton legend Jimmy Buck-
ley also rolled up to the club a week 
later to do a talk and enjoy a few reds 
while he was at it. He’s pictured here 
with our last surviving Digger Ben 
Jones and club stalwart John Ryan 
(centre left). 

And Saints coach Alan Richardson 
popped down to take the Bloods for 
training last month, made all the 
more special because his son Ben 
Richardson who made his debut 
for Warrandyte seniors recently 
(far left).

THE home of the Sharks, Domeney 
Reserve, also came alive last month 
when some Magpies – Collingwood 
Football Club’s Travis Cloke, Ty-
son Goldsack and young gun Matt 
Scharenberg – swooped in to hang 
out with the youngsters and sign 
some autographs (near below left). 
Picture supplied by Narelle Haas.
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