
1 Warrandyte Diary February 2015

peter gardiner LLB

general legal practitioner
40 years in legal practice

office 1, 2 colin avenue telephone 9844 1111
warrandyte fax 9844 1792
(adjacent to goldfields) peter@pgardiner.com

“Wanting to be someone else is a waste of  
the person you are.”

— Kurt Cobain

GOLDFIELDS
PLAZA

No 482, February 2015 ❂ For the community, by the community      Editorial & Advertising: 9844 0555 Email: info@warrandytediary.com.au

Chapman Gardner
B U I L D E R S

Jason Graf
Registered Building Practitioner

0418 654 555
Office: 9728 8477 Fax: 9728 8422

jason.graf@chapmangardner.com.au
www.chapmangardnerbuilders.com.au

Established 1977

SUPERSOIL
GARDEN CENTRE

✆ 9844 3329
1 Mahoneys Crt, Warrandyte

OPEN 6 DAYS
Mon–Fri 7am–5pm
Saturday 8am–5pm

BUSH MULCH 
$28m3

INSIDE

l Holy smoke!  
Park Orchards  
smouldering? P7

l The Queen’s grand 
entrance in Warrandyte 
North P8

l 50 reasons to visit 
beautiful Warrandyte 
P20-21

l Green Machine  
ignites the soccer 
pitch P37

Chooks & Chicks
after chooks. There’s a free-range craze sweeping 
Warrandyte, find out more in our new section 
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“Wilde Hilde” the Polish chicken from North 
Warrandyte gives her pet human Mikaia a heads 
up about the ins and outs of the art of looking 
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Daring to speak in tongs
living with
The Trotts

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. Although it has 
developed over the years, it has retained its strong community character, being produced 
mostly by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through 
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The 
Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character of the 
place it serves. Its monthly circulation is 4000 copies and it is available in Warrandyte, North 
Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, 
Kangaroo Ground and Research. 

EDITOR: Scott Podmore, 9844 0555
PUBLISHER: Warrandyte Diary Pty Ltd  
(ACN 006 886 826 ABN 74 422 669 097)  
as trustee for the Warrandyte Arts and Education Trust
POSTAL ADDRESS: P.O. Box 209, Warrandyte 3113
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DIARY OFFICE: Community Centre, 168-178 Yarra Street, Warrandyte, 9844 0555
EMAIL ADDRESS: info@warrandytediary.com.au
EMAIL SPORT: (Michael Di Petta) mikey_dipetta@hotmail.com
WEBSITE: www.warrandytediary.com.au
FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/warrandytediary
PRODUCTION: Rachel Schroeder
PRINTING: Streamline Press Pty Ltd, 155 Johnston Street, Fitzroy
Published on or about the second Tuesday of each month (except January).

ADVERTISING RATES
$6.70 a column centimetre. One col width: 40mm. Two col width: 84mm.  
Full Page 260x360mm, $840 colour plus GST $924, $693 b&w plus GST $762. 
Half Page 260x175mm $556 colour plus GST $612, $462 b&w plus GST $508. 
Quarter Page 129x175mm vertical or 260x85mm horizontal, $304 colour plus 
GST $335, $252 b&w plus GST $277. $84 front page “ears”. Preferred posi-
tions: Page 1 100%, Page 2 30%, Page 3 20%, other nominated pages 10%. 
Mini-ads: $10 for five lines (30 characters per line), then $1 each additional 
line. Mini-ads pre-paid unless otherwise arranged.

Readers are advised that the Warrandyte Diary accepts no responsibility for financial, health 
or other claims published in advertising in this newspaper. Responsibility for election and 
referendum comment in this issue is accepted by Scott Podmore.

HOURS 
Tues–Sat: 11am–5pm

Sundays: 12noon–5pm

OUR NEWSPAPER

NEXT ISSUE
Next issue of the Diary will be published on Wednesday, March 10, 2015. Advertising 
and editorial copy closes Friday, February 27, 2015.

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 27km from 
Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, 
in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon 
established its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. 
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young 
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb 
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte 
has been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

“Push the button. At the 
front there. Till the little green 
light comes on.”

“But-ton?” repeated barbie 
doll, who had helplessness 
down to a T.

“Oui,” tried Neville. “Pushez 
la button.” 

He could have been speaking 
French for all she knew.

So Neville knelt in front of 
the barbecue and held the 
button in ’til he got the green 
light.

“Voila!” cried the girl, turning 
to Narelle. “It must be wonder-
ful to ’ave a man ’oo is being 
’andy all ze time!” 

“Yes,” said Narelle. “It must 
be.”

But there was no stopping 
Neville. He was a gas bottle 
half full sort of guy. Flipping 
Cosette’s sausages, straight-
ening out the bendy ones, 
showing the sort of Paul Ho-
gan hospitality that put this 
country on the tourist map. 

Then just as he was won-
dering whether to wear his 
apron to Guv House, a familiar 
voice burst his fantasy like a 
pricked snag.

“Stuff your international 
relations Nev, what about the 
order for Australia!”

And that was when Neville 
realised that his little green 
light had gone out. 

“Can I poosh your but-ton?” 
asked Cosette.

“You just eat your sausage!” 
snapped Narelle.

ALAN CORNELL

Man! Can you ’elp me pleez!” 
Cosette from Les Mis could 

not have been more plaintive.
Barbecue Man! That’s who 

he was. Licensed to grill! Hero 
of the hotplate! Turning up the 
heat, raising the steaks and 
other cooking puns I can’t 
think of just at the moment. 

And here was a mademoi-
selle in distress! Neville Trott 
OA. It had a gas ring to it.

“My ’ot-plate ’as gone cold!” 
“I know just how you feel 

ducks,” muttered Gran.
But Barbecue Man was all 

over it like flies on an egg 
salad. His spatula pointed 
to the problem. “Your light’s 
gone out.”

“Comment?” said the girl. 

brushed with butter, garlic, 
lemon pepper and coriander. 
Lemon potato wedges. The 
plate was chockers. 

In stark contrast to the little 
French backpacker whose 
four lonely sausages lay cold 
and pink in the middle of the 
next hotplate.

“You’d think a race descend-
ed from Joan of Arc would 
know their way round a cook-
up, wouldn’t you,” observed 
Gran.

Meanwhile, Neville was toss-
ing onions like a man on fire, 
impervious to smoke and 
second degree burns, when 
a small voice came wafting 
through the haze.

“‘Allo Meester Barbecue 

HE air was hot and 
filled with smoke, 
a sentence guaran-
teed to strike dread 
into the heart of any 

Warrandytian.
But here, at the community 

barbecue in the Bella Vista 
Caravan Park, it was all just 
part of the ambience, as the 
smell of burning fat, VB and 
Mortein mingled with the waft 
of eau-de-toilet block from the 
adjacent amenities.

It was Australia Day, and as 
every Australian knows the 
only way to celebrate it is 
by bunging a banger on the 
barbie. 

Narelle and Gran sat at the 
camp table sharing a cask 
of Aldi’s best, Cinnamon and 
Jasper had their noses in 
their iPads, while Neville did 
the Australia Day honours at 
the hotplate, for Neville was a 
barbecue maestro, a charcoal 
Masterchef who dreamed that 
next year he might join Dick 
Davies and Sir Prince Philip 
and be recognised for services 
to barbecuing. 

To use a barbecueing term, 
Neville was in his element. 
Wielding his tongs like Barry 
McKimm in front of an orches-
tra, making beautiful music 
out of raw meat.

Field mushrooms stuffed 
with bacon, breadcrumbs, 
fetta, and salsa. Lobster tails 
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Brian Spurrell FCPA (local resident) and associate  
Hien Hoang CPA guarantee personalised attention 

to all accounting/tax requirements and business advice.

We will visit you.

Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd
Certified Practising Accountants

PO Box 143, Warrandyte, 3113  
T: 9844 2409 or 0412 011 946 
E: info@ptasaccountants.com.au

“We are the accountants who care”

Are you paying too much tax? 
Need a tax planning health check – 

Consult us now
We welcome business and personal tax enquiries.

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery 

stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service 
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service

fully insured – experienced climber

BEN 0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years 

Diar y readers travelling along  
Research Warrandyte Road recent-
ly may have noticed the sudden  
appearance of a new road sign on the 
corner of Somers Road.

The purpose of the newly erected 
sign, however, is a mystery, since 
it is folded and locked down with 
a padlock. A spokesperson for  
VicRoads told the Diary that the sign 
had been installed for “emergency 
purposes”, the nature of which will 
soon be revealed. 

“We are certainly keen to tell the 
community what these signs are 
for,” he said.

And so are we, so watch this space.

By MICHELLE PINI
POTENTIAL fire hazards, in-
creased power costs and the 
question of insurance cover of 
proposed sewage services are 
issues that may not have been ad-
equately addressed according to 
North Warrandyte residents.

Concerns include the possible 
impact to residents’ house insur-
ance policies of conducting elec-
trical works without Certificates 
of Electrical Safety being issued, 
and the likelihood of power faults 
and lengthy repair periods due to 
the location of pressurised water 

pipes in the same trenches as pow-
er cables.

As well, the increased likelihood 
of power ‘shedding’ due to the ex-
tra load on power infrastructure 
in hotter weather, combined with 
flammable gases produced by 
these types of holding tanks, may 
create a greater fire risk. 

Any damage could be attribut-
ed to a private utility and would 
therefore also impact insurance 
claims.

There is also the question of 
additional costs associated with 
operating the pumps as power use 

is not being monitored.
Yarra Valley Water spokesperson 

Mon Gan advised in a media state-
ment that Certificates of Electrical 
Safety would be issued and “the 
risk of a methane build-up in the 
pressure sewer unit is extremely 
low”.

According to the manager for 
Sewage Growth Projects, units 
“are pumped out regularly during 
normal operations”. 

Mr Gan also said the electrical 
cable and sewer line would be lo-
cated in separate trenches.

YVW estimates the cost of pow-

er to run each system at about 
$40 per annum, but this will be 
difficult to determine given the 
absence of a measuring device; 
householders are responsible for 
these costs.

Residents are also concerned 
about escalating charges that 
may be incurred if regular main-
tenance is not conducted, but Mr 
Gan says the systems have been 
designed to require no mainte-
nance under normal operation. 
“Maintenance work will occur on 
an ‘as needed’ basis per proper-
ty,” he said. 

Sewage systems a possible fire hazard Mystery road sign

the group of Bradleys Lane residents 
to start informing neighbours about 
the issue and gauging support for a 
unified pest control plan.

It’s estimated about 80 percent of 
residents in Osborne Rd, Hamilton 
Rd and Koornong Cres were involved 
in the Osborne Peninsula Landcare 
Group program.

Ann Penrose, who is part of the 
Osborne Peninsula Landcare Group, 
says the high number of households 
involved made the program success-
ful at reducing rabbit numbers.

“We have baited every year, usually 
around February or March,” Mrs 
Penrose said.

“For the first three years we baited 

plan to launch their own rabbit-bait-
ing programs along the Yarra River 
and through the state park.

Janice says while Melbourne Wa-
ter and Parks Victoria support the 
plan, they cannot provide financial 
assistance.

The Diary understands residents 
would have a greater chance of 
drastically reducing the rabbit pop-
ulation around Bradleys Lane if they 
start their program around the same 
time that Melbourne Water and Parks 
Victoria commence their rabbit con-
trol program this year.

A rabbit baiting program involving 
the Osborne Peninsula Landcare 
Group about four years ago inspired 

By BRIANNA PIAZZA
 

BRADLEYS Lane residents have 
launched a campaign to rid their 
street of rabbits, saying they are 
destroying gardens, causing erosion 
along the banks of the Yarra River 
and competing with native wildlife 
for food and habitat.

A group of residents have held 
a meeting with Nillumbik council 
hoping to mobilise local support 
for a pest controller to come out in 
March or April to bait the rabbits 
with Pindone, a poison commonly 
used to control rabbits in Victoria.

Their proposed baiting program 
would require around 20 days, with 
the poison generally taking six to 10 
days to work, affecting the rabbits’ 
livers and causing them to die from 
internal bleeding.

One of the residents leading the 
campaign, Janice Davies, says 20 
people in her street have expressed 
their concerns about the damage 
caused by rabbits.

“Over the last year we have noticed 
a lot more rabbit droppings across 
our property,” Mrs Davies said.

“I also planted a whole lot of native 
grass one day and I thought I’d put 
barriers around them in the morning 
but by the time I went out the next 
morning the rabbits had already 
eaten the grass down to ground level.

“This campaign is about getting as 
many people in the street involved as 
possible. We’re taking people’s con-
cerns on board and we’re finding out 
how to do it without harming pets.”

Another Bradleys Lane resident, 
Paul Fitzsimons, noticed rabbit num-
bers increasing when they started 
destroying his garden last year.

“We plant native vegetation to at-
tract wildlife so when rabbits come 
along and eat it all, it’s very costly 
and very frustrating,” Paul said.

Mrs Davies says Nillumbik council 
has offered to pay for half of the 
associated costs for hiring a pest 
controller, bringing the cost to $60 
per household.

Nillumbik mayor Helen Coleman 
says council regularly offers sub-
sidies when residents form a local 
rabbit action group.

However, the Diary didn’t receive 
confirmation that council would 
provide assistance for Bradleys Lane 
residents at the time of publication.

The anti-rabbit proposal comes as 
Melbourne Water and Parks Victoria 

Rabbits on the hop
sponsibility to keep their properties 
clear of rabbits.”

Nationally, rabbits are estimated 
to cost more than $200 million a 
year in control measures and lost 
productivity, and as Bradleys Lane 
resident Cameron Bailey knows, 
rabbits can affect one neighbour but 
not the next.

“I’ve only seen one rabbit on my 
property in the two and a half years 
that I’ve been living here,” Cameron 
said.

“They’re not a problem on our 
property but I would probably sup-
port the plan because we’re all for 
removing non-native wildlife.”

Some have expressed reservations 
about the plan.

“I’d be happy to get on board if 
there’s enough residents on board 
and it’s likely to be effective,” Paul 
Fitzsimons said. 

“In the meantime, we’ve taken our 
own immediate steps to address 
the measure. Since we put in fences 
everything has been fine and our 
chocolate lilies are starting to come 
up again but if you fence all of your 
property then there’s the issue of 
limiting the movement of animals.” 

Others say rabbits are causing 
problems across Warrandyte, includ-
ing Mitchell Ave, Gold Memorial Rd, 
West End Rd and along the Mullum 
Trail.

One Warrandyte resident comment-
ed on the Diary’s Facebook page that 
she rolled her ankle while playing 
cricket in her backyard in a rabbit 
hole that appeared overnight.

Elizabeth Wood, who lives in Stig-
gants St, says she has been baiting 
her property for years, yet rabbits 
are still eating away at her garden.

“I have been killing the rabbits but 
as I get rid of one lot a new lot move 
in,” Elizabeth said.

“The rabbits live in Stiggants Re-
serve and the church yard where 
there is an area of undergrowth. We 
have asked for it to be cleaned up to 
no avail at this stage.”

Campaigners hope baiting will 
begin in March or April, with Mrs 
Davies indicating the plan could still 
go ahead with 20 participants.

“Even with 20 residents we would 
still have a really good chance of re-
ducing the damage that rabbits are 
causing to vegetation around our 
street, but of course, the more peo-
ple involved the more success you’re 
likely to have,” she said.

the whole peninsula but eventually 
we managed to get the rabbit num-
bers down so low that we didn’t have 
to do all of the area.”

However, rabbits have few natural 
predators and with females known to 
have up to 14 babies per litter several 
times a year, Ann warns that rabbit 
populations can quickly become out 
of control.

“We have noticed there’s an in-
creasing number of rabbits recently 
and we can never eliminate rabbits 
– only control them. That’s where 
educating the community comes in,” 
Mrs Penrose said.

“Controlling rabbit populations is 
on-going and it’s the residents’ re-
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Kenilworth Avene, Wonga Park, had 
items stolen such as sunglasses and 
loose change. It is important to note 
that all three vehicles had been left 
unlocked by the owners. 
 

Between 10.30am and 2.30pm on 
Thursday January 29, the front 
door of a house was forced open in 
Jumping Creek Rd, Wonga Park, in 
the vicinity of the Yarra Rd intersec-
tion.  The owners were not at home 
at the time. A computer, mobile 
telephone, jewellery and a Giant 
brand bicycle were stolen.
 

Regular Police patrols are continuing 
in Warrandyte and surrounding sub-
urbs as part of Operation Firesetter. 
Operation Firesetter is a dedicated, 
high visibility bushfire arson pre-
vention and detection operation. 
The program focuses on high-risk 
bushfire arson locations and times, 
crime prevention activities and man-
agement and monitoring persons of 
interest. While January was a little 
cooler than normal, police and fire 
crews remind residents that the 
weather is heating up once again and 
high fire danger remains. If you see 
anyone acting suspiciously, especial-
ly in a bushfire prone area, please call 
000 immediately.

Between 8pm and midnight on Sat-
urday January 3, a 2002 Honda trail 
bike was stolen from a property on 
Brushy Park Road, Wonga Park.
At around the same time, a garage 
on an adjoining property was bro-
ken into. A car in the garage was 
searched but nothing appeared to 
be stolen.

Counterfeit $50 notes have been 
used to buy goods at three shops 
in Warrandyte over the past 
month. On two of those occasions, 
the notes were used by a caucasian 
female, approximately 175cm tall, 
wearing black leggings and a purple 
jacket. The latest batch of fake notes 
are slightly thicker than normal 
and can be torn, while official Aus-
tralian currency cannot. Please be 
on the lookout for the counterfeit 
notes and contact police as soon as 
you come across them. 
 

On Sunday January 25, three cars 
parked at two separate addresses in 

Bike stolen from Wonga Park

RUTH BIRCH

l A Multimedia page features 
beautiful photo galleries and videos.

l Links page provides important 
community, sports and other im-
portant associations and bodies in 
the Warrandyte community.

The Diary’s very own IT specialist 
highly recommended by us

Your Warrandyte IT specialist

BACKUP  WIRELESS SET-UP  NETWORKS  CLOUD INTEGRATOR  SMALL BUSINESS  MAC & WINDOWS

Bora Seker
 info@bnsolutions.net.au 0438 072 896

Calling all 
budding 
artists

Revamped Diary website
THE Warrandyte Diary has revamped 
its website to complement our strong 
social media presence and booming 
print edition.

“It’s great news for our readers and 
our local businesses who advertise,” 
editor Scott Podmore said.

“The Diary’s just walked into the 
21st Century and our new site takes 
it all to a whole new level – it’s mul-
tisensory in that there are videos 
(Diary TV), photo gallery slideshows, 
instantaneous news uploaded and 
pointed to from our Facebook and 
Instagram pages.”

Courtesy of a generous community 
grant from the Warrandyte Commu-
nity Bank, the Diary, the CNAV News-
paper of the Year, “shopped local” 
by engaging the services of Wayne 
Rankin Design and Cameron Boyle in 
giving our website – www.warrandyte 
diary.com.au – a total makeover.

A stunning new homepage and 
fantastic new features and sections 
means we’re officially “live” and can 
bring the news to you at any time of 
the day and incorporate such things 
as Diary TV (in which our brand new 
digital media team will roll out video 
reports), run gallery slideshows to 
show off more of the work of our 
talented team of photographers, 
run polls, an updated calendar of 
events, and continue to engage 
you with social media through our 
Facebook and Instagram accounts. 

There’s loads more:
l The ‘About’ page features a histo-

ry of our paper, our community and 
has profiles of the Diary team.

l Latest Stories page gives you 
the lowdown on the latest news and 
photos.

l Digital edition – two ways you 
can now read the Diary online! Either 
through the Issuu reader online, or 
still download as a PDF to read on 
your desktop, tablet or smartphone.

Check out all our latest stories 

and more at our new-look web-
site www.warrandytediary.com.au,  
follow us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/warrandytediary,  
Instagram #warrandytediary or track 
us down on YouTube.

THE concrete wall alongside the 
drive-through at the Grand Ho-
tel Warrandyte may be looking 
a bit bare at the moment, but it 
won’t be for much longer when 
a grand design appears there in 
the near future.

All budding artists in War-
randyte are invited to design a 
mural to be painted on the wall, 
with prizes offered to the best 
five designs and a major prize 
for the winning entry.

Entries for the competition 
will close on  March 10 and win-
ners will be announced on stage 
at the Warrandyte Festival on 
Saturday March 21.

See more details in the adver-
tisement on Page 28 and entry 
forms and conditions are avail-
able at www.warrandytediary.
com.au website and from www.
grandhotelwarrandyte.com.au 

Win
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in the Diary of stories of personal 
resilience from long-term residents.

Nillumbik and Manningham coun-
cils, the WCA, Warrandyte’s Market 
Committee and Warrandyte Neigh-
bourhood House all support the Be 
Ready campaign.

“Council has been proactive, in 
fact, two staff members from each 
council attend a three hour BRW 
meeting every month,” Linda said.

“I think it’s a solid commitment 
on their part. Relationships aren’t 
built overnight and shouldn’t just 
be issue-based. By having these 
round-table discussions we are 
working respectfully together on the 
serious problems Warrandyte faces 
during hotter months.”

Funding of the project has allowed 
the employment of a part-time proj-
ect manager, Kim Humphris, who is 
available for contact on Tuesday and 
Wednesday each week.

Linda said BRW would like to hear 
from any local seniors who would ap-
preciate being involved, or of some-
one they think would benefit from a 
weekly phone call during summer.

“We are hoping our evaluation of 
the trial will demonstrate benefits, 
with a view to repeating the activity 
next year and adding more volun-
teers and buddies,” Linda said.

“In the meantime, let’s all remem-
ber some simple advice from the 
Department of Health, Victoria, in 
handling heatwaves: to keep cool, 
drink plenty of water, stay out of the 
sun, and to look after yourself and 
others.”

For more information, or to take 
part in the Telephone Buddies trial, 
contact Kim Humphris on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays on 9844 5855 or 
email Linda at ljlawrie@bigpond.
net.au.

WARRANDYTE Community As-
sociation’s Dick Davies has been 
acknowledged for his contribution 
to the Warrandyte community 
with the Order of Australia medal 
bestowed on Australia Day. 

Dick is well known and respect-
ed within Warrandyte, where he 
has lived since the 1970s. He has 
been an active contributor to local 
community and environmental 
groups in that time and president 
or vice-president of the WCA since 
2002.

The familiar face of the WCA’s 
Be Ready Warrandyte project, 
Dick has worked tirelessly to raise 
local community awareness of and 
preparedness for bushfire.

A resounding cheer lingers in 
the hills of North Warrandyte and 
on behalf of the Warrandyte com-
munity the Diary says a hearty 
congratulations for your fantastic 
work and achievements.

Davies 
awarded  
an OAM

All smiles: Dick Davies with his 
team Jodi Clark and Kim Humphris.

Heatwave caution
By CHERIE MOSELEN
HEATWAVE. It’s a largely hidden 
emergency, with more people dying 
of heat-related illness in Australia 
than any other natural disaster. 

It can affect anybody and cause 
illnesses such as heat cramps, heat 
exhaustion and heat stroke, which 
may be fatal.

In urbanised areas, all of the gen-
eral heatwave advice applies, such 
as closing the blinds to reduce 
heat inside your home. However, in 
bushfire prone areas residents have 
added risks on certain days, which 
may mean choosing to leave blinds 
open to monitor their surrounds. 

So, what could a day in a heatwave 
in Warrandyte look like?

When heatwave and Code Red 
fire risk days coincide, Warrandyte 
residents may find that local med-
ical centres, pharmacy and shops 
are closed. 

Some medical centres and traders 
may also choose to close on days of 
Extreme Risk, and public transport 
and power supplies can be inter-
rupted during days of extreme heat. 
Residents may need to ask their 
doctor and pharmacy which days 
they will close, according to fire 
danger ratings.

Due to the impact of heatwave on 
older residents (who have to deal 
with the challenges of heat and bush-
fire) the Warrandyte Community 
Association’s Be Ready Warrandyte 
campaign (BRW) is looking to es-
tablish a volunteer support group 
as part of its six-week Telephone 
Buddies Trial.

The trial will commence on Febru-
ary 15 and conclude on March 29, 
and will partner volunteers with a 
“buddy” who will receive a weekly 
“wellbeing” phone call during the 

seniors, perhaps living alone or 
with mobility problems. The idea 
is to give a call once a week to 
talk about heat risks and general 
wellbeing during summer.”

Linda said the project aimed to 
promote awareness of heatwave 
among older residents and identify 
practical strategies to assist those 
who may need it. 

Initial work on the project has 
involved presentations to local 
public meetings, distribution of 
questionnaires and publication 

hottest months.
Heatwave project convenor and 

Warrandyte resident Linda Lawrie 
told the Diary she was hoping Tele-
phone Buddies will have a future 
after the trial period.

“It’s just a simple phone call once 
a week – but being prompted to 
plan ahead for these days is very 
important,” Linda said. “BRW will 
provide volunteers who know and 
love Warrandyte with a simple in-
duction, before partnering them with 
buddies who may be Warrandyte 

Remember to help a buddy in severe conditions
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TASTINGS EVERY FRIDAY  
from 5–8pm

We are a family business that prides itself on being one of the last true  
wine cellars constantly searching for the best products from family owned  

and produced boutique vineyards. 

We offer sensational wines from all over Australia, with a great collection  
of hard to find vintage wines, quality cleanskins, over 200 craft beers  

and Australian spirits. We actively source the best wines available which  
enables us to buy wine on its taste and value, not a reputation or brand name.

Unique Products, great deals, and wonderful customer service. 
We aim to please!

Come and open your eyes to a whole new wine experience!

Shops 3&4, 242 Yarra Street, Warrandyte  
9844 5590 warrandytecellars@bigpond.com 

www.warrandytecellars.com

TRADING Monday to Saturday 11am–8pm Sunday & Public Holidays 11am–6pm

Warrandyte Cellars

Bridge Arcade Shops OPEN 7 days 9844 5590

188 Yarra Street, Warrandyte (opposite the Bakery) Phone 9844 5778 
www.vanillaorchid.com.au

OPEN 
Tues to Sat, 5.30pm to 10pm
Sunday, 11am to 10pm
Dine In and Takeaway
Licensed and BYO (wine only)

Happy Valentine’s 
Day - share the love

Laab Het  
(spicy mushroom salad)
 
SERVES 2

Boil the water in a wok, add  
mushrooms and cook quickly until  
half cooked. Remove mushrooms  
from the water – place in a bowl.

Mix the palm sugar, soy and lime  
juice – pour over mushrooms and  
add shallot, mint, coriander, saw  
tooth coriander and spring onions.

Add the chilli powder and rice  
powder and mix well before serving  
on to a plate. 

On the side of the salad, place some 
chunks of white cabbage, snake beans 
and cucumber.

INGREDIENTS

2 cups mixed mushrooms
3 tbsp palm sugar syrup
2 tbsp soy sauce
2 limes juiced
3 shallot (sliced)
¼ cup mint (torn)
¼ cup coriander (chopped)
5 leaves saw tooth coriander
2 tbsp spring onion sliced
2 tbsp ground toasted rice
1 tbsp dried chilli (crushed)
150 gm cabbage
½ cucumber
3 snake beans
500 ml water

SHOULD there be a total cat curfew 
in Warrandyte?

That is the question Warrandyte 
Community Association member 
Carole Lush is asking in a poll on 
the WCA website www.warrandyte.
org.au 

The ‘Yes/No’ poll asks the question: 
Should there be a cat curfew ‘At all 
times’ or ‘From dusk to dawn’?

It also includes an option to com-
ment.

Nillumbik Shire Council has an or-
der under the Domestic Animals Act 
1994 that requires cat owners to keep 
their pets securely confined between 
the curfew times of 7.30pm and 6am.

Although there is no curfew in place 
in Manningham, council strongly 
recommends cats be confined to 
owners’ properties.

“Research has shown that wander-
ing cats are a threat to wildlife and 
that cats kept indoors most of the 
time are healthier, safer and happier 
pets, and live much longer than cats 
that are allowed to roam,” Carol said.

 “I believe a total cat curfew will 
help ensure cat owners take respon-
sibility for containing their cats to 
their own property at all times, and 
to prevent them wandering into 
neighbours premises or in our War-
randyte State Park.

“That is now the policy of Yarra 
Ranges Council which was adopted 
after a community consultation 
process which identified majority 
support.”

the others adjoining the grass area 
near the basketball stadium are for 
clothes only (not hard waste such 
as old televisions and computers)

Vandals have also applied graffiti 
to the men’s toilets that have to be 
repainted. 

Residents can report illegally 
dumped litter to the Manningham 
Litter Watch hotline, 1800 NO LIT-
TER (1800 665 488) by noting the 
location, date, time and if possible, 
the car registration of the offender. 

Rubbish dumping causes problems

Who let the 
cats out?

EPA called to investigate
By MICHELLE PINI
VICTORIA’S Environment Protection 
Authority (EPA) followed up a re-
quest from local CFA officers to inves-
tigate the cause of spontaneous fire 
eruptions in Park Orchards recently. 

CFA crews were called to Stintons 
Reserve twice in six weeks to attend 
to fire incidents that appear to have 
been ignited by “self-combusting 
material”.

 “We asked the EPA to inspect the 
site to determine the cause of the 
eruptions, as our fire investigation 
team were satisfied they were not de-
liberately lit,” South Warrandyte CFA 
captain Greg Kennedy told the Diary. 

The fires ignited at the reserve’s 
fenced-off greyhound slipping track. 
The reserve is above the original 
site of the Park Orchards tip, which 
closed in the early 1990s. 

The track has been free of fire 
incidents since its inception about 
12 years ago. 

Mr Kennedy stressed it was purely 
a precautionary measure. 

“I felt a bit uneasy given the history 
of the reserve and the fact that it 
happened twice in a matter of six 
weeks,” he said. 

An EPA spokesperson said they 
had attended the site along with 
Manningham council officers and de-
termined the cause of the outbreaks 

to be naturally occurring decomposi-
tion. He advised that they eliminated 
“the possibility of a sub-surface fire”.

“The fire was caused by a mixture 
of decomposing organic matter (saw-
dust in this case), generating enough 
heat to ignite the sawdust,” he said.

The fires caused concern about 
methane leaks among Park Or-
chards residents, as reported on 
3AW’s Rumour File program. That 
was understandable given what 
happened at a Cranbourne landfill 
several years ago. A methane issue 
resulted in a class action against the 
City of Casey and the EPA that saw 

residents awarded $23.5 million in 
compensation.

Many such domestic waste dumps 
(including Stintons Reserve) were 
closed over before the introduction 
of more stringent regulations in 2004, 
requiring all landfills to be lined to 
provide leak protection. 

The EPA subsequently reviewed 
metropolitan landfills, putting coun-
cils on notice to clean up sites where 
pollution of land or groundwater 
posed a potential risk to human 
health.

In 2013, the environmental watch-
dog issued a pollution abatement 
notice to Manningham council. The 
EPA issued the warning after con-
ducting a compliance inspection at 
Stintons Reserve to assess manage-
ment of contaminants leaking from 
the closed landfill. 

The notice, which was later amend-
ed to allow additional time for the 
works to be completed, stated: 
“Water sampling results and an 
assessment of the pipe integrity 
shows leachate from the landfill is 
contaminating the surface water 
piped beneath the landfill and the 
surrounding ground.” 

It also stipulated: “… that this 
non-compliance, or likely non-com-
pliance, must be remedied.”

Manningham council’s director of 

assets and engineering Leigh Harri-
son said the landfill had been rehabil-
itated in accordance with applicable 
standards at that time. 

He confirmed that council had 
been “progressively upgrading” 
management of the site over the past 
12 months “to accord with current 
standards”. 

Mr Harrison said: “The present sit-
uation offers no threat to the health 
of those persons using the oval, BMX 
facility or the slipping track. The 
works will simply result in a renewed, 
and improved, leachate management 
system.”

With regard to recent fire activity 
at the site, Mr Harrison was adamant 
there was “no evidence of any issue 
with methane generation from the 
landfill contributing to these issues”.

The EPA pollution abatement no-
tice stipulates that all relevant works 
must be completed by May 31 2015.

The arrival of warmer weather has 
also triggered community fears of 
recurring spontaneous fire activity 
at the slipping track. 

Manningham council advised: 
“Council has spoken to the club and 
suggested that the track surface, 
which becomes compacted, be 
‘turned over’ on a semi regular basis 
throughout the year and especially 
the summer months.”

rubbish at charity op shops face 
a $295 on the spot fine, and if the 
material being dumped is consid-
ered dangerous the offender can be 
referred to the Magistrate’s Court.

At Goldfields, cameras are now in 
place to catch out illegal dumping 
of rubbish that has been described 
as an “unprecedented amount over 
the past two months” around the 
recycling bins area. The green bins 
are for local traders only, the Visy bin 
is for paper and cardboard only, and 

monthly rent for the Warrandyte 
Housing Support Services and dona-
tions to emergency relief including 
bushfire and flood appeals.” 

People wishing to donate high 
quality items are encouraged to do 
so during store trading hours to en-
sure the items are not stolen, ruined 
or spoiled by the weather.

The two Warrandyte Donvale Rota-
ry operated op shops are open from 
10am until 5pm, seven days a week.

People caught illegally dumping 

CHARITY opportunity shops op-
erated by the Warrandyte Donvale 
Rotary Club continue to be the 
target of illegal rubbish dumpers in 
Warrandyte as well as Goldfields car 
park toilets and charity bins. 

Store manager Judith Lightfoot said 
illegal dumping was a problem for 
years and disposing of it comes at 
a cost to the community’s neediest.

“The sale proceeds from operat-
ing the op shops help fund Rotary 
Club projects, including paying the 
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THE Queen of the Shire has well 
and truly arrived at Kangaroo 
Ground-Warrandyte Rd in War-
randyte North to much fanfare 
recently.

Local sculptor Deborah Halp-
ern’s latest work has created a 
lot of interest around town and 
on Facebook. It complements 
past works Angel, which visitors 
to Birrarung Marr would well 
know, and Ophelia, which stands 
outside the Southgate complex at 
Southbank.

Halpern, who has been creating 
sculptures for more than three de-
cades, said Ophelia was the cous-
in of Angel and The Queen of the 
Shire was the next in the series.

Standing over four and a half 

Hello, your majesty

By KIM HUMPHRIS
WARRANDYTE High School students 
have made graphic cartoon videos 
urging residents to prepare bushfire 
plans and their efforts will lead to 
further training with members of the 
Australian Cartoonists Association 
(ACA).

“The Year 11 project in media 
studies aimed to encourage school 
students to engage their friends and 
families in bushfire preparedness 
as part of the Be Ready Warrandyte 
campaign,” said Lesley Ryall, project 
manager of the Be Ready Warrandyte 

campaign and high school parent.
“Students adopted Be Ready War-

randyte as a client, responded to a 
brief and produced the videos as 
part of their VCE studies.”

The result is a series of animations 
with a strong message about fire 
planning, particularly for young 
people and families. 

Be Ready Warrandyte will screen 
them on its ‘Fire’ website, and 
they will be showcased at the Park 
Orchards Farmers Market and the 
Warrandyte Festival.

The work has struck a chord 

High school’s bushfire videos
send a strong message

with some of Warrandyte’s creative 
community, including Warrandyte 
cartoonist and local identity Jock 
Macneish, who has arranged for the 
students, Hugh Prescott, Jules Jones 
and Connor Vernon and their inter-
active digital media teacher Claire 
Bloom to participate in workshops 
with members of the ACA to develop 
their talent and hone their skills.

Some of the video animations 
can be seen on warrandyte.org.au/ 
be-ready/leave-early-videos-by-vce-
students-from-warrandyte-high-
school

and respected local artist with an 
acclaimed global reputation in the 
arts community. 

Halpern has a strong artistic 
connection to the Warrandyte 
area as her parents were founding 
members of Potters Cottage – a 
group of local ceramicists who 
were influential in the develop-
ment of ceramics in Australia.

Her most famous work is the 
10-metre high Angel, commis-
sioned by the National Gallery of 
Victoria in collaboration with the 
Australian Bicentennial Authority. 
It now resides on the banks of the 
Yarra, beside Federation Square 
in Birrarung Marr. Halpern is rep-
resented by Mossgreen Gallery, 
visit www.mossgreen.com.au

metres tall, the impressive  
sculpture embodies the creative 
spirit of Nillumbik as well as the 
inspirational qualities of the land-
scape.

The blues represent the Yarra 
River that flows to the north of its 
location and the greens and yel-
lows represent the landscape that 
has inspired generations to live 
and work within the shire.

Queen of the Shire is a symbol 
of all that is artistic, creative, 
inspirational and beautiful in 
Nillumbik. Halpern was commis-
sioned by Nillumbik council to 
create the work, after designing 
The Spirit of Nillumbik at Eltham 
Square with Malcolm Laura-
nce. She is a highly recognised 

Royal treat: The Queen of the 
Shire is installed as sculptor 
Deborah Halpern looks on.
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CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS
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Clyde’s 
Conundrum
The bistro at the Grand Hotel now has a 
magnificent mural depicting the hotel and 
main street 100 years ago. Once in that 
period, a traveller rode into Warrandyte 
on Monday, stayed at the hotel for two 
consecutive nights, and then rode out of 
town on Monday. How can this be? 

Solution next issue.

Halls for Hire
Uniting Church Hall ...............................9844 3547
Anglican Church Hall ............................9844 2193 
Mechanics Hall ................................ 0408 443 368

T R U E W O O D
C O N S T R U C T I O N S

Design
Construct ion
Susta inable

Paul Jenkins 0418 387 119
EMAIL paul@truewood.com.au  

www.truewood.com.au

YOUR COMPLETE BUILDING AND DESIGN SERVICE

COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC REPAIRS

Economical Repairs to:
 TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi, Computers, Telephones,  
 Electronic Equipment, Appliances
Computers: Laptops & Desktops Telephones:
 Repairs, Advice, Cleanup Moves, New Batteries 
 Virus Removal, Wi-Fi Extra Phone Sockets 
 Broadband Installation ACA Licensed Cabler

DAVID HOGG 9844 2360

ELECTRICIAN
▲ Domestic  
▲ Commercial
▲ Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979
NO JOB TOO SMALL

REC no. 6161

bradley curtis

Release your stress
Improve your well being

Calm your mind in serene 
surroundings

Classes for adults & children

BHAVA YOGA & DANCE CENTRE 
5a West End Rd, Warrandyte

9844 1128
bhavacentre@gmail.com

Yoga, Meditation & 
Creative Dance

CHAUFFEURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely, in style and comfort. 
Airport transfers, parties, weddings. 
city and suburb to suburb. Up to 6 
passengers and luggage. Call Clive 
for bookings 0412 556 801.
SAFE AND SOUND PET CARE 
We care for your pet when you 
cannot be there. Honest, reliable 
and professional care in your own 
home. Phone Norma 0409 137 246.
MOSAIC STAINED GLASS 
Beautiful panels for doors and 
windows; natural themes and small 
panels a specialty. Free quotes. 
Shan 9712 0024.
MOBILE WOOD SPLITTING 
SERVICE Ring Terry 0409 411 943  
or leave a message on 9722 2592.

WANT A MINI AD? The cheapest 
way to reach the Warrandyte com- 
munity. $10 for 5 lines (30 characters 
per line), then $1 each additional 
line, prepaid. Phone 9844 0555.

MOSAIC CLASSES in Warrandyte. 
Make what you like. Includes some 
materials and all equipment. Two 
hour classes over a period of 10 
weeks. Cost $100 Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, 4-6pm. Contact 
Carolyn on 9844 1637.
VCE MATHS Tutoring available from 
experienced VCE mathematics 
teacher. Reasonable rates. Call 
David on 9844 5727 for more info.
FEET FIRST Live music, dance 
meditation. Didge, drums, cello, 
guitar, voice and harp. Cost $15. 
Kids welcome and free. Sunday 
Feb 8, 22. Sunday Mar 8, 10.30-
12.30pm, Warrandyte Community 
Centre, 168 Yarra St. 0431 932 789.
AUTHORISED CELEBRANT: 70 
years young. 3000 weddings. Still 
going strong. John Byrne 9844 
2155, 0418 995 189.
SHAPES BOBCAT Call 9844 2117 
or 0410 402 046.

DIARY MINI ADS

Cherry Manders 
Colourist

Introductory Drawing  
& Painting Classes  
commencing February

Phone  
9844 3895  
0437 352 761

— NOTICE —

Expressions of Interest
The Warrandyte Mechanics Institute and Arts  
Association (WMIAA) has been fostering the arts 
in Warrandyte for over 60 years, including support 
for drama, music, painting pottery and craft. As 
part of a review of its activities, we are seeking 
expressions of interest from individuals or groups 
who may be interested in becoming involved or 
affiliated with the WMIAA, or in making use of the 

hall for artistic pursuits. 

For more details, please contact the WMIAA  
president by email at: davidtyn@gmail.com

Warrandyte Mechanics Institute  
& Arts Association

A little French flair for the Pottery Expo Dinner
Dinner and Music $30

No BYO. Wine and beer available.

Buy tickets from www.trybooking.com/GPBJ

Mechanics Hall 

Yarra St, Warrandyte

Saturday, Feb 21

7pm–10.30pm
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undertook in helping the com-
munity of Warrandyte,” David 
said. “There are a number of 
community groups using the 
church during the week for 
meetings, birthday parties and 
community events. The provi-
sion of a defibrillator allows us 
to have confidence should the 
need ever arise. 

“Thank you Rotary.” 
The defibrillator is but one of 

many local projects the Rotary 
Club has supported including 

There are also some older houses 
in Warrandyte that may have septic 
systems that only treat toilet waste 
and not ‘grey water’ from the shower 
or laundry.

Mr Penrose says it’s important 
that such houses are connected to 
the sewer because that water could 
be flowing straight into stormwater 
drains and polluting the river.

“If someone lives on a sizeable 
piece of land, properly maintains 
both their septic tank and the ab-
sorption areas on their property, and 
those areas are more than 50 metres 
from any gully, then their waste wa-
ter is unlikely to be polluting our wa-
terways. In that case there wouldn’t 
be an environmental reason for them 
to connect to the sewer,” he said.

erways, then connecting to the sewer 
would be the more environmentally 
friendly option.

By law, the treated waste water 
from a household’s septic tank must 
stay on the property. 

Although treated waste water is 
cleaner than dirty toilet water, it can 
still be harmful to the ecology and 
pose a public health risk, with the 
problem becoming worse in winter 
when the soil is wet and therefore 
less able to absorb the treated waste 
water from septic tanks.

As a result, treated waste water 
can make its way to the Yarra River, 
including from properties further 
away if they’re located close to 
smaller rivers or gullies which flow 
into the Yarra.

septic tanks. He moved the line of his 
septic tank to install a swimming pool 
at his home a couple of years ago.

“Within a year after doing that I lost 
eight eucalypts on my land. They 
were really well-established, too, 
they had been there for decades,” 
Robert said.

“The drought probably didn’t help 
either and there isn’t much you can 
really do about it. It’s just that people 
may not realise if they connect to the 
sewer and they have plants on their 
property that use the treated water 
released into the ground from their 
septic system, then those plants 
may die.”

However, if a person’s septic tank is 
poorly managed, isn’t treating waste 
water effectively or is leaking into riv-

provides extra water to plants and 
trees in his backyard, proving to 
be especially useful during the 
summer months.

“One of the benefits of having a 
septic tank that’s managed prop-
erly is that it provides water to the 
environment,” North Warrandyte 
resident and retired riverkeeper for 
the Yarra Riverkeepers Mr Penrose 
said.

“With ours, the liquid that comes 
out of the septic tank is treated and 
it’s used to water the garden. I have 
no doubt that some plants on my 
property have become dependent 
on it.”

North Warrandyte plumber Rob-
ert McKellar says trees can thrive 
on water from properly functioning 

By BRIANNA PIAZZA
WATER pollution is one of the rea-
sons why the Yarra River is some-
times unsafe for swimming and it 
harms the animals that live in and 
rely on the river for food. 

Poorly maintained septic tanks 
around the Warrandyte area are one 
of the culprits of water pollution in 
the Yarra, with waste water from 
households able to spread diseases, 
promote weed growth and damage 
native plants.

Many people who are unable to 
manage or don’t service their sep-
tic tanks regularly are choosing to 
connect to a sewer in Warrandyte as 
part of Yarra Valley Water’s Sewerage 
Backlog Program.

However, residents could also 
unknowingly have a negative effect 
on the environment by choosing to 
connect to the sewer.

Ian Penrose decided not to connect 
to the sewer because his septic tank 

Pollution problem
Is your septic tank properly maintained?

AN everyday gridlock and emergency 
exit will be eased by the installation 
of webcam road traffic cameras 
on the northern roads leading into 
Warrandyte.

“VicRoads have inspected the prob-
able sites for both the cameras. It is 
anticipated that both cameras will be 
double fixed cameras with the ability 
to view both up and down the road,” 
Be Ready Warrandyte’s deputy chair 
Warwick Leeson said.

“They are considering two sites for 
installing cameras: Research Warran-
dyte Road adjacent to the pull off 
to the area at 214 (Between Browns 
La and Banning Rd), and Kangaroo 
Ground Warrandyte Road, adjacent 
to about 61 Kangaroo Ground War-
randyte Road (Between Dingley Dell 
and Osborne roads). 

“People will be able to view the 
webcams on the Warrandyte Com-
munity Association website and 
decide whether their trip is worth it 
or whether to re-route.

“This has been a project instigated 
by long time Osborne Rd resident, 
Cameron Boyle, with assistance 
from the WCA Be Ready Warrandyte 
campaign.

By KIM HUMPHRIS
BE Ready Warrandyte has launched 
‘What’s the Plan?’, a set of interactive 
fire planning templates to help resi-
dents improve their existing plan or 
prepare a new one.

Prominently displayed on the War-
randyte Community Association’s 
Fire website, four alternative sample 
plans will help people who are living 
with children, living alone, living with 
pets or living with children and pets. 
Visit warrandyte.org.au/be-ready/
sample-fire-plan

“After last year’s dreadful fire, most 
people in Warrandyte realise that 
they need a plan, but some just don’t 
know how to go about it,” said Dick 
Davies, chair of the WCA Be Ready 
Warrandyte campaign.

“These new templates are targeted 
for specific situations and are inter-
active: they enables people to tick off 
boxes easily online then print their 
hard copy for reference or store it 
as a PDF.”

The sample information has been 
endorsed by the CFA.

“Suggestions for inclusion at a later 
date are specific templates for elder-
ly residents and those living with a 
disability.”

Mr Davies said new plans would 
soon be followed by a fully interac-
tive app version.

The What’s Your Plan templates 
are supported by a grant from the 
Warrandyte Community Bank.

Public 
transport 
changes
By DAVID HOGG 
WARRANDYTE residents who use 
buses and trains will find a mixed 
bag of higher and lower fares in 
the changes that took effect from 
January 1. 

For travel within zone 2, there has 
been a small fare increase up from 
$2.48 to $2.60 for a two-hour trip 
and up from $4.96 to $5.20 for all 
day. However, the winners are those 
who use our excellent 906 bus to 
travel into the city, as zone 1+2 fares 
have now been pegged at the zone 1 
rate. These commuters will enjoy a 
reduced fare previously $6.06 now 
down to $3.76 for a two-hour trip and 
down from $12.12 to $7.52 for all day.

Concession card holders pay half 
of these new rates, and seniors re-
ceive free travel at weekends. So if 
you’re doing a local trip you’ll pay 
slightly more; if you’re going into 
the city you’ll pay much less. Similar 
adjustments apply to those frequent 
travellers who use myki pass rather 
than myki money.

Tram trips made entirely within the 
city CBD grid are now completely 
free. This is the area bounded by 
Flinders, Spring, LaTrobe and Dock-
lands, and also the area bounded 
by LaTrobe, William, Elizabeth and 
Victoria. If you’ve driven into the city 
and wish to avail yourself of this free 
tram travel do NOT touch on your 
myki or you’ll be charged a two-hour 
zone 1 fare.

The days of an extended two-hour 
trip are now over: a two-hour period 
is exactly that. From August last year 
the period starts from the moment 
you touch on, not as previously from 
the start of the next hour.

Transdev who operate the Smart 
Bus services for Public Transport 
Victoria have proposed a major 
shake-up for these services to take 
effect from April 2015. As yet these 
are still in the discussion phase and 
not yet set in concrete. The good 
news for Warrandyte commuters is 
that there are no major proposed 
changes to the 906 Warrandyte to 
City route other than possibly re-
duced services at off-peak times. The 
bad news is for those who use the 
current 901 Frankston to Melbourne 
Airport service via the Pines to get 
to Melbourne Airport. The proposal 
is that the 901 operates between the 
Pines and Frankston only, and a new 
912 service operates from Doncaster 
Shoppingtown to the Airport. 

Also the 902 Chelsea to Airport 
West via Eltham station is to be split 
in two; the 902 will run from Chelsea 
to Doncaster Shoppingtown and a 
new 911 service will operate from 
Box Hill station to Airport West.

The Diary will keep you up-to-date 
with these changes as and when they 
are announced.

What’s your 
fire plan?

Warrandyte
webcams

Rotary steps forward

LATE last year, Tony Mooney 
of the Warrandyte/Donvale 
Rotary Club presented a de-
fibrillator to Warrandyte Com-
munity Church leaders David 
and Cliff Dawson.

Pastor David Molineux, who 
was unable to attend the 
service on that day, said the 
church was thrilled to receive 
the defibrillator.

“We are thankful for the 
great work that the Warran-
dyte Donvale Rotary Club 

the CFA, Warrandyte Housing 
Support Services, Warrandyte 
and Doncare Food Banks, 
Warrandyte Neighbourhood 
House, student presentations 
to local schools and the Man-
ningham Business Excellence 
Awards to name a few. 

The Rotary Club meets ev-
ery Tuesday night at 6.30pm. 
Visitors and new members are 
welcome. Inquiries 9879 9093 
or visit www.warrandyte 
donvalerotary.com 
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dear diary
Letters on local topics are welcome. 
They may be edited for reasons of 
style, length or legality.

Donvale Football Club who col-
lected donations from its members, 
replaced all of Tom’s lost footy gear 
and acquired clothing from Bonds 
and doonas and pillows from Pacific 
Dunlop.

FC Bulleen Lions who replaced all 
of Jacqui’s soccer gear.

Yarra Valley Grammar School in 
East Ringwood who gave us a gift 
card and replaced all the lost uni-
forms of Kieran, Jacqui and Tom.

Campion Books who replaced all 
the lost books of Kieran, Jacqui and 
Tom.

The Salvation Army who gave us a 
relief funding.

The Warrandyte Lion’s Club Op 
Shop on Yarra St who offered us 
anything we needed from their shop.

And then there are the numerous 
individual efforts, of which there are 
too many to site. So a big acknowl-
edgement and heartfelt appreciation 
goes out to them as well.

We feel remiss to not have publicly 
acknowledged these people earlier, 
but life is only now starting to have 
any semblance of normality.

Thank you so much.

Brian, Susan, Julia, Kieran,  
Jacqui and Tom Robertson

Dear Diary,
I notice the posters all through ours 

and surrounding suburbs stating, 
“We support rail for Doncaster.”

Are you kidding? I want to oppose it 
vehemently. Do not the public know 
it is the drug artery of Melbourne? 
Do you want the users and pushers 
stepping into Doncaster for opportu-
nistic casing of the area for theft to 
maintain their evil habit? You go sit 
on any rail station if you doubt this 
and watch e.g. Croydon, Lilydale etc.

When we chose to move to this 
area one stipulation was no rail = no 
sneakers hanging on power lines = 
DRUG PICK UP SPOTS/NO GRAFFITI 
or minimal/less vandalism. Yes the 
drugs are here but undesirable unem-
ployed are not. Our bus services are 
fine and others drive. PLEASE no rail.

Margo Mitchell

Heartfelt thanks to the community

Rail plan: 
Are you 
kidding?

Philip Webb Real Estate in Don-
caster who gave us a sizeable cash 
donation.

in Warrandyte, who gave us a free 
meal for six, every week for three 
months.

Dear editor,
On February 9 last year, our home 

and everything we owned at 3 Gla-
mis Street was totally destroyed 
in the Warrandyte bushfire. While 
this was a devastating event for our 
family, there were positives to be 
drawn. And one of the most moving 
and heartening consequences of the 
fire was the outpouring of support 
from people we knew, as well as 
those that we didn’t. We would like 
to take this opportunity to publicly 
thank everyone who helped us, and 
in particular:

Sam Mechkaroff, who is a member 
of the Warrandyte Lion’s Club. We 
met Sam for the first time the day 
after the fire when we returned to 
inspect the site. He came to offer 
his condolences and in the ensuing 
conversation offered us his house 
to live in for the three weeks he 
was going to be away. This was 
particularly helpful as it caused as 
little disruption to our children’s 
school routine as possible, which 
was important as two of them are 
doing their year 12 VCE. And it also 
gave us time to absorb all that had 
happened without having the addi-
tional worry of finding a place to stay 
in the short term.

Keith Dimech, together with Gavin 
Yates, Chris Cox and Clayton Pearce, 
who organised a fundraiser down on 
Stiggants Reserve that raised $1500. 
This required a lot of time and effort 
on their parts and they did it even 
though they had full schedules.

Julie Quinton of Warrandyte’s IGA 
who sent us a survival pack the very 
next day after the fire. It contained 
essentials like toothbrushes, de-
odorant etc which, inexplicably, at 
that point in time, we were incapable 
of sourcing ourselves. This was only 
the beginning of her kindness and 
generosity, as she then provided us 
with a $2000 IGA credit.

Vanilla Orchid, the Thai restaurant 
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Please support the businesses that support your local club

Warrandyte Cricket Club
We would like to thank the following  

sponsors for their support in season 2014–2015

The Warrandyte Cricket Club would like to thank the above listed sponsors for their contribution  
towards the development of cricketers in the district. If you have not received a Business Directory  
for 2015, they are now available from the Warrandyte Post Office and Quinton’s IGA.

Alpha West Tiling 0430 105 830

Asho Builders 0419 567 107

Ben McLean Tree Services 0417 364 178

Brendan Quinn – Painter/Decorator 0411 022 341

Carter Real Estate 9870 6211

Chapman Gardner – Asbestos Removal 9728 8477

Chapman Gardner – Builders 9728 8477

Dental Art – Dr Tim Synnot 9876 4358

Dyte’s Plumbing Service 0408 547 949

Fletchers Real Estate 0421 736 592

Grand Hotel Warrandyte 9844 3202

H2Pro Plumbing 9844 1444

Homestead Bricklaying 0414 502 447

I. & S. Ransom – Electrical 0418 336 670

J. Mac Mechanical Pty Ltd 0429 119 824

John Roberts – Accountant 9844 2661 

Keep Smiling Dentures 9844 4321

Lavrin & Lawrence Orthodontics 9846 3811

Love Living Landscapes 0431 157 025

Quinton’s Supa IGA 9844 3089

Select Metal Roofing Pty Ltd 0411 267 490

The Bhava Centre 9844 1128

Warrandyte Consulting Rooms 9844 3766

Warrandyte Glass 0418 369 294

Warrandyte Osteopathy 9844 2465

Warrandyte Quality Meats 9844 1563

WHM Air Conditioning 0416 151 763

Bendigo Community Bank 9844 2233
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Warrandyte  
Consulting Rooms

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943

New doctors  
now taking new patients

 
Dr Olivia Rimington 

Dr Andrew Perrignon
Dr Libby Rochstein 

Dr Esther Ko 
Dr Paul Proimos

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients

OPEN 
Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm

Saturday – 9am to 12pm

Remedial Massage Therapy and Osteopathy are claimable 
on your health fund through our Hicaps system.

Call us! on 9844 5781

Special Offer!
Join us for quality small  
group classes on the Pilates 
Reformer equipment.

Bring a friend and your  
introductory session  
is FREE when you  
both purchase  
ten sessions to get  
started.

Pilates
Massage Therapy

Osteopathy
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Coinciding with the Warrandyte 
event, there will be an exhibition of 
French and Australian ceramics at 
Manningham Art Gallery.

In 2013, Jane was one of seven 
guest artists from Victoria who ran 
workshops and exhibited their art at 
a pottery market in Dieulefit in the 
South East of France.

French artists from that market 
have been invited to Australia to 
participate alongside interstate 
artists, in a month-long exhibit that 
aims to highlight a cultural exchange 
between ceramic artists from the two 
countries.

The exhibition, aptly titled Encore, 
will run until Saturday March 14 and 
will be officially opened by Vicki Gri-
ma, artist and editor of the Journal of 
Australian Ceramics, on Wednesday 
February 11 from 6pm to 8pm. 

There will be a Soiree at the gallery 
on Thursday February 19, also from 
6pm to 8pm, where participants can 
mingle with the artists over a glass of 
wine as they discuss the inspiration 
behind their artistic practice.

“Pottery Expo at Warrandyte fea-
tures something for everybody - the 
family, the art enthusiast, the curious 
and the collector,” Jane said. 

“We will also be adding some 
French flair to our annual dinner this 
year, with music from La Mauvaise 
Reputation. Anybody who would like 
to come along for dinner and a little 
dancing is welcome.”

The Pottery Expo dinner will be 
held at the Warrandyte Mechanics 
Hall on Saturday February 21, from 
7pm to 10pm. Tickets cost $30. 
Please make bookings via: www.
trybooking.com/GPBJ. 

In the case of extreme weather 
warnings for the Warrandyte area on 
the day of the event, the expo will be 
relocated to an alternative park. The 
Pottery Expo will NOT be cancelled. 
Please check website for details: 
www.potteryexpo.com.

“In 1997, I worked in a pottery 
studio in Burgundy for two months 
where I met many French ceramic 
artists,” Jane said.

“I participated in potters’ markets 
held all over France in the most 
exquisite locations, and at each one 
I was asked about my own. When 
I confessed I didn’t have one, the 
artists were insistent: ‘But you MUST 
have a market!’

“Their comments inspired me, and 
later two French potters came out to 
Australia and helped me establish 
the first expo here in Warrandyte 
in 2001.” 

Jane said the French artwork is 
especially popular with visitors 
because it is of such high standard.

“In France, potters make a living 
from their work so they are in the 
studio every day, completely focused 
on their technique and style,” she 
said. “They produce extraordinary 
pieces.”

By CHERIE MOSELEN
EIGHT French and 50 of Australia’s 
finest ceramic artists will present 
contemporary and traditional ceram-
ics at the upcoming Pottery Expo at 
Warrandyte.

The annual pottery pageant will be 
held over the weekend of February 
21 and 22, between 10am to 5.30pm 
on the riverbank opposite the Grand 
Hotel Warrandyte.

An outdoor celebration, it will 
feature music from local bands the 
Teskey Brothers and Scrimshaw 
Four, pottery demonstrations and 
a large variety of ceramics includ-
ing: sculpture, functional domestic 
ware, porcelain, garden pieces and 
jewellery.

French food and fine coffee will be 
available.

Supported by Warrandyte Commu-
nity Bank, Warrandyte Lions Club 
and Manningham council’s small 
grants program, the event will also 
offer children’s activities. 

Council pottery classes will team 
up with Clayworks (who will provide 
the clay) to help visitors of all ages 
make a piece of pottery to take home.

During the past 15 years, Pottery 
Expo has featured international guest 
artists from New Zealand, China 
and India, with potters from France 
exhibiting several times.

Expo founder and organiser, War-
randyte studio potter Jane Anois, 
told the Diary she was thrilled to 
have such a large group of artists 
from France back again this year. 

We will also be  
adding some French 
flair to our annual 
dinner this year.

French return to pottery expo
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An inconvenient
Warrandyte Diary reporter 
MICHELLE PINI discovers 
the beekeeping game can 
be sticky business as she 
investigates the state of 

affairs with bees and honey 
in Warrandyte and surrounds

Hello honey
Honey is the only food …

l Containing natural preservatives 
l With an eternal shelf life 
l With every substance needed to sustain 

life, including enzymes, vitamins, minerals, 
and water

l Containing ‘pinocembrin’ - which im-
proves brain function 

Honey also …
l Has medicinal, therapeutic, nutritional 

and cosmetic value
l Is used for healing wounds and burns, 

acne, Fibromyalgia, menopause and is even 
thought to increase libido

l If placed over hot water, crystalized 
honey can return to its original consistency 

Honeybees …
l Have been around for millions of years
l Have a sense of smell so precise they are 

able to differentiate between floral varieties 
from metres away

l Communicate with one another by 
dancing
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AM standing as far away as 
possible while still being able 
to use the zoom on my camera. 
I ask beekeeper David Hopday 
if it is a safe enough distance.

“You should be right … as long as 
you can run,” he says, laughing.

After sticking an ungloved hand 
into a hive full of bees and around 
which bees are swarming (rather 
menacingly, I think), David decides I 
need a closer look. We are not wear-
ing facial protection, but he picks 
up one of the bee-covered boards 
from the colony, walks up to me and 
presents the part that is oozing with 
honey and says: “Stick your finger 
in there.”

“No, thank you,” I manage.
“Go on, it’s beautiful – nectar of the 

Gods,” he urges.
I hold my ground – impressed that 

I have gone this far without stimu-
lating those fear pheromones (about 
which he warned me earlier) that 
cause bees to sting. 

David is in his element and shares 
his knowledge of beekeeping with 
enthusiasm. He has several hives in 
Warrandyte and quite a few in sur-
rounding areas, and produces about 
three to four tonnes of honey a year. 
His label, Heavenly Honey, which 
he describes as “the nearest thing 
to Godliness”, is also Warrandyte’s 
biggest bee-keeping business.

The Rural Industries, Research and 
Development Corporation reports 
that annual honey production in 
Australia is between 20,000 and 
30,000 tonnes, of which about 4600 
is exported. Most of this is produced 
from native flora. 

Apiculture goes back to the pha-
raohs and still-edible honey has been 
found buried in Egyptian tombs.

Of course, honeybees don’t just 
make honey, they pollinate about 
90% of our edible crops and a third 

of the human diet. As well, many 
animals (including livestock) are 
dependent on bees for their food 
supply.

Today there is a worldwide bee 
shortage due to a phenomenon that 
causes bees to abandon their hives 
and die known as Colony Collapse 
Disorder (CCD). Australia has so 
far been spared, but many fear it is 
inevitable. 

The reasons for CCD are not 
straightforward. The top suspects 
include climate change, pests, dis-
eases, bacteria, herbicides, pesti-
cides and electromagnetic fields, as 
well as combinations of these.

A Harvard University study (among 
others) linked pesticides known as 
neonicotinoids (NNIs), particularly 
in combination with other chemi-
cals, to declining bee populations.

Closer to home, a representative of 
multinational biotechnology corpo-
ration Bayer visited The Beekeepers 
Club in East Doncaster last year and 
gave a presentation assuring mem-
bers that, when used correctly, NNIs 
are safe for bees.

Bayer and other pesticide produc-
ers point instead to the varroa mite 
– a parasite responsible for wide-
spread bee losses overseas – as the 
chief culprit affecting bee colonies. 

Environmentalists argue, however, 
that bees have evolved with pests 
over millions of years and it is pesti-
cides that lower the immune system 
of bees, enabling diseases and pests 
to take hold.

They say the varroa mite’s 1980s 
introduction into the United States 
predates that country’s dramatic 
bee declines, which only appeared 
in the past 10 years, and coincide 
with increased use of NNI pesticides. 

The European Commission has 
given considerable weight to the role 
of NNI pesticides in colony collapse 

disorder and approved a ban on their 
use in 2013. There is no ban on their 
use in Australia.

Several other studies indicate a 
correlation between the environmen-
tal impacts of electromagnetic radia-
tion and declining bee populations. 

One Swiss study found that when 
mobile phones were placed near 
hives, bees became lost and disori-
ented.

Ennio Torreson “has a couple of 
hives” in Warrandyte and likens the 
hobby to “crack cocaine”. 

“It’s a phenomenal and fascinating 
hobby and it’s addictive,” he admits.

Ennio, who is also a member of 
The Beekeepers Club, says “the bees 
seem to be coming back, but we’ve 
had two very bad seasons and many 
hives have been lost”.

Ennio believes that Australian 

apiarists “manage our bees better”, 
providing a longer growth season 
than in the United States. 

He explains: “On American almond 
plantations, bees forage constantly 
for about six weeks, pollinating the 
fields and when it’s done they die 
- it’s like us feasting only on steak 
every day.”

Post-doctoral fellow at the CSIRO 
Canberra Dr John Roberts is con-
ducting an Australia-wide pest and 
disease survey on honeybee pop-
ulations.

In his opinion, there is no single 
culprit for declining bee popula-
tions and “pests, disease, climate, 
chemicals and hive management all 
play a role”.

According to Dr Roberts: “The 
combined stress threshold of all 
these factors is too great overseas, 
but so far in Australia, available na-
tive flora provides a good basis for 
nutrition and better immune system 
functions.”

He believes precautions need to 
be in place to ensure the future 
health of Australian honeybees as 
well as indigenous and feral bee 
colonies. Dr Roberts cites “bee in-
dustry education, spraying regimes 
that take bees into account, greater 
investment in research and tighter 
regulatory procedures” as necessary 
preventative steps.

Celia Cornick runs Warranwood’s 
Biodynamic Community Garden, 
which produces fruit and vegetables 
for disadvantaged people. The cen-
tre also offers educational programs 
on gardening and beekeeping. 

There is an emphasis on sustain-
able, organic beekeeping methods 
and biodynamic principles for bee 
care.

“Biodynamics work with the 
rhythms and phases of the living 
earth to help it create naturally,” 

explains Celia. “We introduced bee 
hives for pollination and we have 
both conventional and ‘Top Bar’ 
hives.”

According to Celia, Top Bar hives 
mirror nature, as they are construct-
ed “the way bees naturally do it” in 
an oval shape, as opposed to conven-
tional, rectangular hives.

Her observation is that while the 
conventional hives can be temper-
amental and prone to illness, the 
oval-shaped hives “always produce”.

Celia feels strongly about our role 
in the future of honeybees: “It’s not 
fair or right to leave it up to the sci-
entists, we all have to take part and 
take responsibility for these issues.”

Back at David’s, he has given me a 
comprehensive tour of his Warran-
dyte hives and explains their com-
plexities and variable temperaments. 

In his spare time, he is also assist-
ing an RMIT University research 
project. The study delves into the 
healing benefits of honey nectar 
when herbal plants, known for their 
medicinal attributes, are utilised in 
the honey making process.

“The theory is that the healing 
qualities of certain plants, may be 
even better when they are used to 
produce honey nectar,” he explains.

The topic moves to the bee dance, 
or ‘Waggle’ dance – a figure-eight 
dance performed by foraging hon-
eybees to share information with the 
colony. David’s face lights up. 

“It’s phenomenal – we are very 
privileged to see it,” he says.

He goes to shake my hand and 
stops to wipe it on his protective 
jacket.

“It’s a sticky business.” 
In The Life of the Bee, Nobel 

prize-winner Maurice Maeterlinck 
wrote: “If the bee disappeared off 
the face of the earth, man would only 
have four years left to live.” 

truth about our bees
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Beth was described as “one 
of the most committed and 
determined volunteers at Nil-
lumbik Health” and someone 
“who will be sadly missed as 
she retired from her role at the 
end of last year”.

WARRANDYTE’S very own Claudia 
Wareham has recently returned from 
studying on scholarship at American 
Musical and Dramatic Academy 
(AMDA) in Hollywood and returns 
with her Dance Theatre degree 
and passion to share what she has 
learned in Tinseltown with friends 
in Australia. 

Claudia, now 21, began dancing 
and performing as a four-year-old at 
Nicole Brydon’s School of Dance in 
the Warrandyte Community Centre. 
She attended Anderson’s Creek Pri-
mary School and Warrandyte High 
School performing in their musicals 
and plays. 

She auditioned for AMDA in Mel-
bourne in 2012 and decided to make 
the big move to Hollywood at eigh-
teen years old to follow her dreams 
of a professional career in dance 
and acting. 

The world-renowned college and 
conservatory of the performing arts 
AMDA offers two-year conservatory 
programs or four-year bachelor 
of fine arts degree programs. The 
school has two campuses, New 
York and Los Angeles, which allows 
students to spread their time across 
both while studying acting, musical 
theatre and dance. AMDA holds 
auditions all over the US and inter-
nationally. You can follow on their 
website when the next Australian 
auditions will be held. 

Claudia says: “Its so important to 
make connections within the indus-
try as that is one of the main ways 

my health and I have made 
great friendships, especially 
with co-leaders Di Hey and 
Bev Blake, who I would like 
to thank along with Nillumbik 
council,” Beth said.

At the award ceremony, 

By CHERIE MOSELEN
WARRANDYTE resident and 
Probus member Beth Galla-
gher has been recognised as 
the Senior Citizen of the Year 
at Nillumbik’s 2015 Australia 
Day Awards. 

A desire to help others in-
spired her work as a volunteer 
group leader with the warm 
water exercise group at the 
Eltham Leisure Centre, a role 
she has embraced for the past 
20 years.

“I was especially proud and 
honoured to be given this 
award on Australia Day,” Beth 
told the Diary. 

“And I am thankful to whoev-
er it was who nominated me 
for the award.”

Passionate about helping to 
improve the health of her com-
munity, Beth described her 
involvement as a long-stand-
ing volunteer with Nillumbik 
Health as “enjoyable”.

“It’s been very beneficial to 

Elisabeth Gallagher is Nillumbik’s 
Senior Citizen of the Year

Nillumbik’s Senior Citizen of the Year Beth Elisabeth Gallagher 
has a heart for community service. 

to get work. It’s all about building 
relationships with the teachers and 
people you meet in the industry.”

After studying at AMDA, Claudia 
received a lot of work from her teach-
ers at the school including dancing 
in the SYTYCD choreographers 
showcase, performing in music vid-
eos for upcoming artists and making 
small TV show appearances. The 
teachers at AMDA are also working 
professionals. 

“One of my teachers was dancing 
for Miley Cyrus on tour and Lady 
Gaga at an awards show in New York 
on his days off,” Claudia said. 

Living in Hollywood has been a 
whole other life lesson Claudia says. 

“I left for college when I was 18 and 
had never lived without my parents, 
I was still struggling to cook pasta 
under their supervision. I moved into 

my studio dorm with two girls, one 
from Texas and one from Louisiana. 
We were all very young and fresh 
to the big glamorous Hollywood. It 
is very easy to get distracted from 
your goals with Hollywood luring you 
to promises that look good but you 
know are bad for you.

“One day my roommate and I were 
feeling adventurous so we hiked up 
to the Hollywood sign, jumped the 
fence and touched the Letter H.”

Claudia says she never wants to 
stop learning. She has been accepted 
after auditioning into another school 
in South Melbourne, Film and TV 
Studio International, which special-
ises on working only for film and TV 
accepting only 16 students into the 
program. 

She will be starting the course next 
month.

“I love learning,” Claudia says. “I 
once heard, ‘If you are the smartest 
person in the room, you’re in the 
wrong room’. That resonated with 
me a lot.” 

Claudia plans to be working inter-
nationally as her career unfolds in 
the entertainment industry. Dancing 
at AMDA led her to the acting side 
of the industry which she admits to 
loving equally, or sometimes more 
than dancing.

“I recommend anyone to follow 
their dreams and continue training, 
you can never have enough informa-
tion on the things you love, and you 
never know what other roads may 
appear in front of you,” she says.

Warrandyte to Hollywood
Keep your eye on our Claudia

Rising star: Claudia Wareham
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ity artists to follow, like: The Winter 
Suns, Scrimshaw Four and Rat & 
Co. If you want to funk up your 
Saturday night, don’t miss talented 
Melbourne-based band Jakubi, (se-
riously good). Sunday acts include 
Lisa Upsom, Hunting Season, Wish-
ful, Solicitors, Mother, Davidson 
Brothers and the ever-popular Nud-
ist Funk Orchestra.

The Riverbank Stage will feature 
an African drumming performance 
on Saturday and a guitar and uku-
lele set by Tristan Bird. (Both acts 
are later giving workshops at festi-
val marquee, Smart Arts Central.) 

On Sunday morning, families can 
delight in the pet parade, snake 
handler and crowd favourite Colin 
Boggars. The afternoon offers musi-

By CHERIE MOSELEN
NEXT month, Warrandyte’s annual 
village festival will be held across 
the weekend of March 20-22. 

Theme wise, Festival 2015 is flying 
under the banner “Smart Arts”. 
In recognition, organisers have 
chosen residents Cherry and Joff 
Manders as honorary parade mon-
archs.

Cherry Manders, (featured as 
the Diary’s Living Treasure last 
November) has lived and worked in 
Warrandyte as an artist for almost 
40 years. Cherry met husband Joff 
in 1978 when he was managing the 
pottery school at Potters Cottage 
where she was teaching sculpture. 

A successful studio artist, Cherry 
has been awarded art prizes that 
include the Victor Harbour Still 
Life Award, the Norma Bell Portrait 
Prize and the McCubbin Award. 

The festival monarchs lead off the 
Grand Parade, which starts at 11am 
on Saturday March 21 and winds its 
way from the Community Centre in 
Yarra Street to Stiggants Reserve. 
(For more info, email parade@war-
randytefestival.org. Parade applica-
tions are available online.)

This festival we will see plenty of 
arty-farty activities but the usual 
up-tempo attractions are on offer. 
You can battle in a billy cart, brave 
a water slide, ride a camel and 
still have time to catch a couple of 
tunes with a cuppa, or a coldie!

As usual, school bands and vari-
ety groups start the Main Stage en-
tertainment on Saturday, with qual-

cal variety with Triple J Unearthed 
High Acts: The Essentials, Jaron 
Natoli, The FIBB’s, Benny Boi, Kid 
Sidney, Des Chio and Culliver.

A weekend of first-class entertain-
ment, but let’s not forget the event 
that uncorks it all: the heroic Battle 
of the Bands! 

It’s a big Friday night out for 
those who love to get around the 
sound of dueling guitars. The gutsi-
est gig in town starts at 6pm on the 
Main Stage at Stiggants Reserve, 
Friday March 20. (A reminder: ad-
mission is free and water, soft drink 
and hot food will be available for 
purchase. However, you will need 
to come prepared with money as 
there are no ATMs located on site.)

Once again the Festival Duck Race 

will pit plastic duck against plastic 
duck, as they fight for the glory of 
first paddler past the post. 

Decorated Ducks returns to the 
list of events this year, where fes-
tival ducks compete for the title of 
Best Dressed. Local schools and 
kindergartens will be selling ducks 
for $2 each in the weeks leading 
up to the festival. Children are in-
vited to decorate their ducks with 
as much pizzazz as possible, but 
organisers ask they be mindful of 
securing decorations to prevent 
them coming off in the river.

Festival-goers can cast their vote 
for the dandiest duck in the Top 
Tent, Upper Reserve. Will Darth 
Vader Duck storm home with the 
trophy? You be the judge!

So hard to choose, but here are 
some top-notch festival moments 
from recent years:

Billy cart Banana Boat’s front end 
catching too much daylight in a 
speed-gone-wrong moment (which 
ended safely, thankfully)

Bozo the Clown - aka Festival Phil 
Ashfield - falling behind while mak-
ing balloon animals for a posse of 
five-year olds high on sugar. (They 
mobbed him; he went down, fight-
ing for dignity in spite of the wig…)

Seeing those oil-stained blokes 
with their stationary steam engines 
framed against a backdrop that 
includes the Yarra, a campfire and a 
string of camels: simply iconic. 

And a certain blue diesel tractor, 
chugging along in the parade as the 
Warrandyte Diary Official Delivery 
Vehicle, (spot the favouritism!)

It’s a tiny bit crazy. A ton of fun. 
And a celebration that you just 
can’t miss.

To find out more about Warran-
dyte’s biggest weekend, visit the 
website: www.warrandytefestival.
org

For a full program and to keep 
up with all things festival, be sure 
to read next month’s Warrandyte 
Diary.

Festival for smart-artists

FILMING for new Aussie movie 
Downriver was primarily done 
in Warrandyte in the lead up to 
Christmas, close to the river and 
Crystal Brook Caravan Park in 
Doncaster East, as locals may 
have noticed a few familiar faces, 
actors and crew wandering about 
town.

The mystery thriller is directed 
by Grant Scicluna and features a 
cast including Reef Ireland, Kerry 
Fox, Robert Taylor, Thom Green, 
Charles Grounds, Lester Ellis Jr 
and Helen Morse.

On a quest to find the missing 
body of the boy he drowned, a 
fearless teenage killer defies pa-
role by returning to extract the 
truth from his dangerous best 
friend who witnessed the crime.

“To look literally into the face of 
what he did sets James on a path 
of spiritual freedom because he 
has done one right thing by the 
mother of his victim,” director Sci-
cluna told the Diary, who said the 
cast and crew had really enjoyed 
their time in Warrandyte.

“This story comes from a desire 
to tell morally complex drama.” 

The director explained that 
Downriver brings an audience to 
unsettling places.

“We desire something good for 
someone who has done something 
so wrong. It is this transcendence 
however, with all its complexity, 
which makes Downriver worth 
doing. I believe there’s an audi-
ence hungry for strong, emotion-
al, complex material.”

Film stars in 
Warrandyte
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50 great reasons to visit Warrandyte
By LAURA DOGUET and  
SCOTT PODMORE 

O ONE knows Warrandyte 
like the locals and, sadly, a 
dated and inaccurate guide by 
those not in the know about 
Warrandyte as a travel desti-

nation was posted on another large news 
outlet’s sister publications’ websites last 
month.

The recycled story was more than 11 
years old, it promoted venues that no 
longer exist and came up with some false 
info about our beautiful town. Conse-
quently, we took it upon ourselves and 
the community to set the record straight. 
In doing so, we’ve spun a negative on its 
head and come up with a positive, local-
ly recommended travel guide. We put the 
call out to our people on our Facebook 
page requesting suggestions for the best 
accommodation, food, coffee, walks, 
swimming spots, and anything else 
visitors to Warrandyte and surrounds 
should know about. 

Of course, Warrandyte has so much to 
offer that if we made a comprehensive 
list of all locations we might fill an entire 
newspaper. So, for the purpose of this 
spread, we have limited our count to 50 
great places, based on the recommenda-
tions offered online by our loyal follow-
ing. Quite simply, it’s a handy little guide 
for visitors – and locals – so we thank 
you for taking part. 

As one Facebook friend said, Warran-
dyte is full of “great bushwalks, bike 
tracks, swimming holes and good damn 
people.” Together in collaboration with 
those good damn people, here’s a taste 
of Warrandyte from those in the know.

STAY THE NIGHT
Accommodation isn’t in ample supply 

in Warrandyte, but that’s not to say there 
aren’t some great options. Our friends 
on Facebook suggested the perfectly 
central Warrandyte Goldfields Bed and 
Breakfast, opposite the Yarra River and 
within walking distance to many great 
shops and restaurants. Amid a typical 
Warrandyte bushland setting, Warran-
dyte Goldfields B&B is fully self-con-
tained and has earned itself a four star 
RACV rating. Alternatively, Crystal Brook 
Tourist Park is another excellent option 
for those looking for something a bit 
more versatile and spacious. Whether 
you’re keen to camp, caravan or reside 
in a deluxe creek-side villa, Crystal Brook 
Tourist Park caters for all your needs 
and desires – minus the expensive price 
tag! And it’s on the fringe of Warrandyte 
in Doncaster East on Warrandyte-Heidel-
berg Road opposite Beasley’s Nursery.

Another recommendation that might 
come as a surprise is travel website, 
Airbnb.com. Airbnb is a trusted online 
marketplace for accommodation, al-
lowing users to list, discover and book 
unique stays across the globe. Simply 
type ‘Warrandyte’ into the search bar to 
find at least five fantastic options as local 
residents open their doors for short or 
long-term accommodation. 

See more at: 
warrandytebandb.websyte.com.au
cbtp.com.au
airbnb.com.au

PARTY TIME
Although Warrandyte is not usually 

pinned as party central, the entertain-
ment our town offers still makes for a 
great night out. The obvious choice, 
as suggested by many of our Facebook 
friends, would have to be The Grand Ho-
tel. Friday nights at The Grand never dis-
appoint and the venue makes for the per-
fect location to catch up with friends and 
grab a drink. Our much-loved pub cares 
for its customers and even provides a 
courtesy bus which will drive you home 
on those nights that you’ve had a few too 
many. There’s plenty of fun on Saturdays 
and Sundays, too, and the tucker is first 
rate and there’s a TAB facility for those 
who like a beer and a punt.

If you’re looking for something a little 
more theatrical, The Warrandyte Theatre 
Company has got you covered and many 
locals say the standard is up there with 
the best around. The WTC has been 
operating and entertaining for over 50 
years, with its annual show The Follies 

being a highlight for many. The creative 
individuals behind The Follies never fail 
to make their audience smile as they 
perform comedic skits, singing and danc-
ing. The Follies takes place over three 
weekends throughout March and April, 
coinciding with the Warrandyte Festival. 
Of course, the WTC offers more theat-
rical fun as the year goes on, including 
the One Act Plays in June/July, the Youth 
Theatre’s Play in September and the 
Main Play in November. 

Don’t forget the good old Warrandyte 
RSL, a favourite for many thanks to its 
laid back atmosphere up high on the hill 
in Brackenbury St. A beaut spot for a 
game of pool, a drink and a barbecue on 
the balcony, it’s also a top live entertain-
ment venue the entire family can enjoy 
with acts on every second Friday night 
and the last Sunday of every month. 
Keep your eye on the Diary for who’s 
playing in coming months.

See more at:
grandhotelwarrandyte.com.au
warrandytehallarts.asn.au/theatre

And on Facebook...
Warrandyte RSL
 

BEST FOR FOOD 
There is no denying that Warrandyte 

offers a feast for all the senses, especial-
ly your tastebuds. From excellent rustic 
bakeries to exquisite fine dining, War-
randyte has something to satisfy your 
hunger for every occasion when it comes 
to food.

Start the day the right way with an 
amazing breakfast at one of the top picks 
from our Facebook friends. The Stone-
house Café Restaurant captures the es-
sence of Warrandyte as it overlooks the 
banks of the Yarra River. Source a table 
in the sun on their atmospheric balcony 
and enjoy the company of multiple feath-
ered friends (visitors to town will love 
this). 

Great light lunch/afternoon tea options 
are available at the family friendly The 
Bakery Warrandyte. With a variety of 
baked treats, delicious bread and gour-
met pies to choose from, The Bakery 
Warrandyte offers something for every-
one. Kids can amuse themselves on the 
playground or even by feeding the ducks 
by the river with small bags of food, pro-
vided by the bakery itself. 

Alternatively, Now and Not Yet offers its 
own unique style and vibe, as customers 
are mesmerised by luthier Ruben work-
ing away in the conjoining guitar studio. 
Watch guitars and ukuleles come to life 
as you enjoy your hearty breakfast. 

Looking for great quality food but rath-
er eat it in your own home? Our friends 
on Facebook deemed that Warrandyte’s 
Thai, Vanilla Orchid is one of the best 
places for take-away, offering the “au-
thentic taste of Thailand in your own 
backyard”. Indian Affair, Ming’s Chinese 
and West End Fish & Chips are also high-
ly praised as excellent take-away options 
for their incredible flavours, outstanding 
quality and snappy service. 

Alternatively, a sit-down dinner at a 

restaurant may be more tailored to your 
needs. Not to worry, Warrandyte’s got 
your back there, too. The Warrandyte Re-
treat and Red Fox Restaurant are family 
favourites, guaranteeing something for 
everyone at affordable prices. However, 
you might be looking for something a bit 
more ‘upper-class’ for that nerve-racking 
first date or romantic anniversary dinner. 
Altair certainly rates as one of Warran-
dyte’s best fine-dining establishments, 
as does South Warrandyte’s outstanding 
Italian-style winery, Olivigna.

 
See more at:

stonehouserestaurant.com.au
vanillaorchid.com.au
indianaffairrestaurant.net
redfoxrestaurant.com.au
altairrestaurant.com.au
olivigna.com.au

And on Facebook...
Now and Not Yet Cafe
Warrandyte Retreat Cafe Bistro Bar

BEST FOR COFFEE
When it comes to coffee, Warrandyte 

leaves you spoilt for choice. Whether 
you prefer to sit down and sip or grab 
one as you go, our array of coffee choic-
es is outstanding. Several Facebook 
friends deemed Cocoa Moon as king of 
coffee and complemented by beautiful 
light meals, Belgium chocolates and 
magical macaroons. Also, charming 
Roundabout Café is seen as a must-do 
venue for coffee in Warrandyte, with 
lovely homemade treats to accompany 

your beverage. The Warrandyte Café also 
deserves a mention, having earned a 
position in the Coffee Army’s renowned 
100 best coffees of Melbourne in 2012. 
Take your dog, cat, goat or horse along 
and enjoy the beautiful surroundings and 
rustic feel. Furthermore, The River View 
Café is a favourite among tradies and 
others in the southern section of town 
for its early morning openings, and The 
White Owl is also recommended for great 
coffee and friendly service right next to 
Quinton’s IGA. 

See more at:
warrandytecafe.com.au

And on Facebook...
Roundabout Cafe
River View Cafe
The White Owl
Cocoa Moon Cafe
 
GREAT WALKS & BIKE TRAILS
When surrounded by the beautiful 

bushland and scenic views that Warran-
dyte has to offer, the desire to go for a 
walk or bike ride is almost second na-
ture. Additionally, the hill-filled and vast 
landscape of our town also makes for 
great exercise. So where do you start?

The tranquil walk along the Yarra River 
is probably the most loved and frequent-
ly used track that Warrandyte contains. 
Another family-friendly track is the sce-
nic and isolated Main Yarra Trail, where 
you can begin your journey from Beas-
ley’s Teahouse and ride or walk your way 
towards the city.

For keen mountain bike riders howev-
er, the fire trails of fourth hill present 
a greater challenge, in particular ‘Web 
street wall’ and ‘Gut buster.’ The ride out 
to the Old Dairy from Jumping Creek is 
also a favourite of many. 

See more at:
bicyclenetwork.com.au/general/
better-conditions/2649

GALLERIES & PLACES OF INTEREST
Warrandyte is famous for its rich histo-

ry of gold mining, indigenous roots and 
influential art culture. Thus, our town 
has many attractions and places of inter-
est that truly make it a special place to 
live and visit. For those with an interest 
in Warrandyte’s history, it is imperative 
that you visit the Warrandyte Historical 
Society – a small gallery that aims to pre-
serve and celebrate the town’s past. Fol-
low your historical lesson with a venture 
down Whipstick Gully, the home to the 
gold mines in their original form. Whilst 
you’re at it, be sure to be on the lookout 
for the distinctive Warrandyte listening 
poles. With a push of a button, listeners 
are taken back in time through story and 
song. 

In addition, Warrandyte’s Secondhand 
Bookshop, Yarra Cottage Books, offers a 
unique, cultural experience as it show-
cases rare texts and first editions of 
books – what you might find will surprise 
you.

If arts and crafts are what you seek, 
check out LAM Creative Collective – a 

community-minded gallery that exhibits 
local art of all shapes and forms. Similar-
ly, the Stonehouse Gallery is another hot 
spot for quality local art, with a particu-
lar focus on fine ceramics. 

To turn your attention towards your 
stomach (you’re welcome), many of our 
Facebook friends decided that the iconic 
Warrandyte Berry Farm was the perfect 
place to grab fresh strawberries, milk-
shakes and homemade ice cream. Along 
similar lines, Warrandyte Lollies and 
Treats also deserves a mention, featur-
ing an incredibly diverse range of sweet 
treats and ice cream. It’s amazing how 
much goodness can be squeezed into 
one tiny shop! 

Of course, we can’t have a Warrandyte 
and surrounds travel guide without men-
tioning the Information Warrandyte in 
Yarra Street to find out so much more on 
what to do and where to go.

See more at:
home.vicnet.net.au/~whsoc
parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/

warrandyte-state-park/things-to-do/
fourth-hill-whipstick-gully

yarracottagebooks.com.au
womo.com.au/reviews/Warrandyte 

-Berry-Farm-Warrandyte-South
warrandytelolliesandtreats.com.au
informationwarrandyte.org.au

And on Facebook...
LAM Creative Collective

FISHING & SWIMMING
Swimming, fishing and kayaking are the 

ideal outdoor recreational activities in 
Warrandyte, given that the Yarra River 
is practically on our doorstep. The trick 
is to know the best spots to do so to en-
sure your safety. In terms of swimming, 
Pound Bend is a location loved by locals 
who enjoy a splash. Don’t forget your 
inflatable tyre and picnic – why not make 
a day of it?

Great fishing spots on the other hand 
require a bit of insider info. Try your 
luck at the end of Alexander Rd as there 
are plenty of good spots along the river 
there. Alternatively, you might find suc-
cess along the river behind Stiggants 
Reserve, or behind the bakery where the 
rapids are. If you’re lucky, you can catch 
Macquarie Perch, Murray Cod, eels and 
carp – sometimes sized 60-70cm believe 
it or not! Be careful to remember your 
crocs (not the reptile variety) or water 
shoes though, as rocks in these areas 
can be sharp. 

See more at:
parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/

warrandyte-state-park/things-to-do/
pound-bend-reserve

ONCE A YEAR
Warrandyte’s annual festivities pres-

ent the perfect opportunity for locals 
to unite and for visitors to get a taste 
for our town’s contagious community 
spirit. To get the ball rolling, the annual 
Warrandyte Pottery Expo celebrates and 
exhibits the best pottery and craft from 
the greatest Australian and international 

ceramic artists. The expo takes place on 
the last weekend of February along the 
banks of the Yarra River. 

Arguably the biggest event of the year, 
the Warrandyte Festival in March, is 
always a hit and arguably the best com-
munity festival in Australia. Don’t miss 
the extravagant parade on Yarra Street, 
the much-loved duck race along the river 
and the tension-filled billy cart derby. 
Not to mention great quality stalls and 
excellent live, local music all weekend 
long. 

See more at:
potteryexpo.com/Warrandyte/ 

index-wdyte.htm
warrandytefestival.org

DAY TRIPS WITHIN HALF AN HOUR
Warrandyte is central enough that a 

multitude of great day trips to nearby 
suburbs are reachable within half an 
hour. In fact, Melbourne’s CBD itself is 
only 40 minutes away straight down the 
Eastern Freeway. 

For a more local adventure, however, 
take a drive to Eltham which is only 
10 minutes northwest of Warrandyte. 
Check out the Eltham War Memorial 
Park, which commemorates Australians 
involved in conflict. It is certainly worth 
a visit to grasp a bit of history, pay your 
respects and admire the superb views. 
Along similar lines, Montsalvat of Eltham 
is a beautiful artist colony where you can 
take a walk through the scenic gardens, 
capture some photographs of historic 
buildings and follow up with lunch at 
their own café/restaurant. 

For a slightly different vibe, a fun night 
out can be had at Wellers in Kangaroo 
Ground – only 10 minutes north of War-
randyte. A great place to meet friends, 
have a drink, dine and listen to quality 
live music. 

A trip out to the Yarra Valley is also a 
must, landing right on the half hour mark 
from Warrandyte. Whether you’re a wine 
enthusiast or a chocoholic, the Yarra 
Valley has something for everyone. The 
wine region is exceptional, with plenty of 
outstanding wineries waiting to be dis-
covered. The immensely popular Yarra 
Valley Chocolaterie and Ice-Creamery is 
also recommended, and serves as the 
ideal location for the kids. Not to forget 
other commendable nearby wineries, in-
cluding Rob Dolan Wines. Excellent food 
and exquisite wines – what more could 
you ask for?

See more at:
monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/

conflict/multiple/display/31221- 
eltham-war-memorial

montsalvat.com.au
dvr.com.au/index.php
wellers.com.au
wineriesyarravalley.com.au
yvci.com.au
robdolanwines.com.au

MARKETS
To the delight of avid market-goers, 

there is no shortage of vibrant, atmo-
spheric markets within the area. Natural-
ly, the crowd favourite of our Facebook 
community is naturally the one and only 
Warrandyte Market, which takes place on 
the first Saturday of every month. Check 
it out for amazing local produce, arts and 
crafts, plant life, homewares and excel-
lent food and drink.

When the Warrandyte Market isn’t on, 
there are still plenty of options nearby 
including the monthly Park Orchards 
Farmers Market on the third Saturday 
each month. Popping up every Satur-
day, the St Andrews Market is certainly 
worth a visit for its cool, hippy vibes and 
unique buys.

See more at:
warrandytemarket.com.au
standrewsmarket.com.au/cms
parkorchardsfarmersmarket.com

Thank you to the following people who 
made suggestions as well as those who 
contributed anonymously:

Ashlee Hughes, Cara Harwood, Karin 
Walford, John Luttick, Angela Davies, 
Debbie Hodgson, Peta Ann Dibb, Grant 
Egan, Kaz Meady, Danae Barnes, David 
Schwarzer, Peter and Mel McMullen and 
Wendy Snowball.
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By CHERIE MOSELEN
WARRANDYTE Community Garden 
installed a welcome addition to its 
glasshouse recently an automatic 
misting system. 

The new sprinkler was made pos-
sible by a grant from Warrandyte 
Community Bank, whose former 
chair Sarah Wrigley carried out 
a ceremonial “turning-on” at the 
community garden’s end-of-year 
barbecue in December.

A spokesperson for the garden said: 
“Not needing to water every day 
means we will now be able to use the 
glasshouse properly.”

A community garden has flourished 
in Warrandyte for almost 17 years, 
the living legacy of retired local 
police sergeant Keith Walker, who 
had the idea of developing a vacant 
paddock at the bottom of Police 
Street into a shared resource for local 
gardeners.

Warrandyte resident and noted 
landscape designer Bev Hanson 
drew up a design of about 25 garden 
beds, drainage lines, a shed, and 
large gazebo.

Many local hands, including: CFA 
volunteers, tradesmen, service 
clubs, councillors and knowledge-
able gardeners like David Watson, 
helped bring “Plods Plot” to fruition.

Initially, a ballot was held to allo-
cate garden beds. Today, there’s a 
waiting list that regularly turns over, 
maintained by an informal group of 
gardeners that still includes original 
plot holders.

The garden works under a “co-op-
erative spirit” whereby people share 
the care of other garden beds when 
needed. Communal areas are planted 
out for beautification with flowers 
and fruit trees, with plot holders 
sharing the common produce.

Plot holders pay a joining fee of $20 
and an annual subscription of $10. A 
working bee is held once a month.

Visit the Warrandyte Community 
Garden website at warrandytegarden.
wordpress.com for tips on organic 
planting, recipes and more. To apply 
for a plot, please contact Barbara 
Quinert on 9844 4544.

By DEBI SLINGER
“YOU must never run out of eggs,” is 
the common response when people 
know you have chickens.

However, for many Warrandytians, 
it’s not about the eggs. There are so 
many delightful reasons for having 
chickens, with eggs being a bonus.

Adjoining neighbours Adata and 
John share several chickens between 
their homes with a mobile coop 
made from the frame of an old barbe-
que, a shipping box and pallets. The 
result is a cleverly designed home for 
Scarlet, Darling, Lucy, Beautiful Girl, 
Belina and Bob that for the past two 
years has been moved from home to 
home on a roster basis.

If one family is away on a holiday, 
the other family is able to care for 
them.

“When you rent, it’s hard to ask 
a landlord for permission to build 
a permanent structure,” says John. 
“This way we can have chickens and 
share them with our friends.”

Emil, Marcel, Nell and Natalia all 
help with caring for the chickens, 
including collecting the eggs, putting 
them away at night and topping up 
the water, especially on hot days.

“They all have different tempera-
ments and personalities,” says Agata. 
“They are curious and adventurous 
and a little cheeky sometimes by 
trying to get into the vegie garden.”

Mother of two, Natalie, from North 
Warrandyte has converted an old 
cubby into a sweet little home safe 
from foxes for her Rhode Island 
Reds - Poeey, Twinkles, Sparkles 
and My Chicken. Laying well means 
they often have more eggs than they 
need and either swap the eggs for 
other produce with friends or give 
them away. 

Natalie and husband Ben’s aim is 
to upgrade the coop by designing a 
way for them to eat more grass which 
improves their Omega 6 balance.

“Having chickens is calming. You 
start pottering and realise you are 
part of the circle of life and recon-
necting with the fundamentals of 
living,” says Natalie.

Lynda not only has chickens but 
a number of charismatic ducks, the 
boss of the roost being Barry. They 
all live together in the Taj Mahal of 
coops that has been added to and 

By MICHELLE PINI
MANNINGHAM residents are eligible 
for a new solar power scheme insti-
gated by not-for-profit organisation 
Positive Charge.

The incentive represents savings 
for residents and is a bulk-buy solar 
panel purchase.

Offered for about six to weeks from 
late February, the program will be 
rolled out by Manningham Council.

Cr Sophy Galbally told the Diary: 
“I will be one of Manningham’s res-
idents signing up for this, as all the 
screening for a reputable provider 
has been done. I will be simultane-
ously reducing my monthly power 
bill and my carbon emissions.”

Warrandyte Community Bank will 
also assist interested residents to 
obtain a “green” unsecured loan. 

“For those keen to solar up, but 
unable to afford to do so, the Warran-
dyte Bank loan can be geared to pay 
for your solar for no more than the 
amount you will be saving at today’s 
energy costs,” Cr Galbally said.

For more information contact 
Positive Charge on 9385 8555 or 
Cr Sophy Galbally on 0409 417 369. 

Warrandyte 
prepares to 
solar up

Sarah Wrigley turns on the automat-
ic misting system at the Warrandyte 
Community Garden.

How does 
my garden 
grow? 

Lucky, clucky and
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All tucked up high, as day turns to dusk 
My feathers preened and glossy 
I’m sitting in Position 2 tonight, thanks to 
oh ‘Miss bossy’ 
 
The baby chicks were running around 
they’re as scatty as can be 
and I was feeling solemn 
and needed some egg time 
privacy 
 
So when a chick ran past me 
I pecked it on the wing 
and well did that cause a ruckas 
oh my ... such a terrible thing! 
 
It’s usually fairly quiet 
here in the Lorimer Pen 
but lately with ‘the babies’ 
I’ve dropped rank to No.2 hen 
 
‘Miracle’ is our main man 
a handsome, feathery dude 
he struts around and guards us 
and calls us for our food. 
 
I love it when we’re ‘let out’ 
Free Range I’ve heard it said 
we bathe in dust and catch worms 
eat grass around the shed 
 
This happens everyday for us 
apparently we’re lucky 
but rumours around the hen house 
are that some chooks lives are yucky 
 

I’M finally home! Sure, I’ve rent-
ed, owned and renovated quite a 
few houses and flats in my time, 
but since moving to Warrandyte 
just over four years ago, I’ve final-
ly found my home.

For me, home is not just a roof 
over my head and the stuff I’ve 
accumulated to fill it – it’s a sense 
of place, an emotional connection 
to those things that allow me to 
breathe out and simply be.

Warrandyte is that place for me. 
That close connection with nature 
– the trees, the river, the undu-
lating landscape and the abun-
dant wildlife that regularly visits 
(including a cute echidna, blue 
tongue lizard my younger son has 
named Laser and a family of kan-
garoos) – all these are essential to 
my sense of home.

The house itself is a work in 
progress, that’s for sure. Built in 
the 1960s and randomly added to 
by various owners, it’s quirky to 
say the least. Interesting DIY has 
left its indelible mark – unusual 
wiring, half-finished painting, 
wire screens that have seen better 
days and doors that jam from time 
to time. 

And yet, I love living here. For 
someone like me who is passion-
ate about home and interior de-
sign, my home is perfect. I’ve got 
at least 20 years of projects in this 
house – so I’ll never be bored.

Over the Christmas period, I 
finally got around to painting 
our hallway, a dark and dismal 
space that has been irritating me 
since moving in. It was seriously 
unloved – dirty and discoloured 
paintwork (no amount of scrub-
bing could improve it), no person-
ality and generally … blah!

With the addition of strategical-
ly placed mirrors (to reflect the 
available light), light coloured 
paint, crisp white woodwork, 
some black and white framed 
family photos and some new rugs, 
it feels so much brighter – and is 
now a pleasant thoroughfare to 
the rest of the house.

It simply needed some loving, 
just like we do as human beings. 
After all, your home is an exten-
sion of yourself. Clearly, my home 
will need much more loving in the 
weeks, months and years to come, 
however the good news is, I’ve got 
plenty more to give.

Finally,
I’m back
home

The people who are supposed to love them 
lock them up in tiny beds 
feed them manufactured food 
and just want them for their eggs 
 
I can’t imagine such a life 
I don’t think it could be  
‘cos we have ourselves a person 
and she loves us being free 
 
So I sit here in the No.2 spot 
‘cos ‘Mauds’ is No.1 
favourite today because  
she’s become a mum 
 
Twelve little babies 
I suppose they are quite sweet 
chirping and flitting around 
getting under everyone’s feet 
 

Deborah Burnett is Warrandyte’s 
home design coach. For more info 
visit love-your-home.com.au 

DEBORAH BURNETT

The Lorimer Girls

Maud’s going to have to watch them 
the wedgetails know we’re here 
but Miracle’s on the lookout 
he freezes when they are near 
 
So as I sit in second spot 
perched above the brooding nests 
I ponder my life as I look around 
and I’m sure it’s quite the best 
 
As the last hen takes her position 
we are calling it a night  
Maud is gently cooing 
in case the babies get a fright 
 
Miracle glances around the hen house 
as the sun takes it’s final peep 
its now that the Lorimer Girls 
can all finally go to sleep 

a little bit plucky

improved over the years to accom-
modate the chickens and ducks as 
well as keep out the foxes. 

“I’d recommend digging well down 
into the ground with your wire, at 
least 500mm to keep them out and 
I’ve also concreted part of the coop 
floor to keep out the rats,” says 
Lynda. “Wasps aren’t too much of 
a problem if I avoid putting out too 
many food scraps.”

With both the chickens and ducks 
as good layers, Lynda used to sell her 
freerange eggs at work as they were 
in such demand – as Julie Quinton 
quickly discovered at our local IGA 
supermarket after banning caged hen 

eggs and stocking only freerange.
Currently, Daphne is broody and 

has been sitting on the duck eggs for 
a while, which will probably hatch in 

the next few days. In the meantime, 
5kg Barry is quite the stud with his 
harem of stunning white companions 
Daphne, Lulu and Lizzie.

On the side of a hill ,  facing 
north and overlooking the Yarra, 
lives an eclectic family of chick-
ens. Annette Lion has owned 
chickens and ducks for 14 years.

“Each duck has their own person-
ality,” says Annette, as a collection 
of Bantams, Light Sussex and Pom 
Pom Heads saunter free around the 
garden. With names like Carlotta, 
Bluebell and Nessie it’s easy to see 
why Annette’s daughters Luna and 
Mikaia enjoy having their chickens 

around. They are so tame, they’ll 
even sit on their heads.

We couldn’t find Speckles but she 
turned up later in the day, having 
been gone for 10 days. Annette found 
her sitting on 12 eggs!

It’s obvious that the bonuses of 
owning chickens is not just the eggs 
but showing children where food 
comes from, how to care for them, 
how they can produce great fertiliser 
for the garden and the sheer enter-
tainment of watching their antics.

If you’d like to share your own 
chicken stories, please tell us at the 
Diary by emailing info@warrandyte 
diary.com.au

VIDEO: See our chooks story on  
Diary TV at warrandytediary.com.au

By JEN RHODERICK

 

Pictures: LAURA DOGUET
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By SCOTT PODMORE
FEET First live music dance med-
itation has arrived in Warrandyte 
with locals Sam Menzies and Jeremy 
Collings putting on the regular events 
at Warrandyte Community Centre’s 
Victory Room on the second and 
fourth Sunday of each month.

The first event took place yesterday 
(Sunday) and the duo is looking for-
ward to word spreading and building 
numbers.

“Sam and I met at a mutual friend’s 
wedding toward the end of 2013 
and fell into music making together 
almost immediately,” Jeremy told the 
Diary. “The power went out at the 
wedding reception and as Sam and 
I both happened to have guitars in 
our cars we brought them out and 
had an impromptu jam session to 
provide the music.”

Sam moved to Warrandyte not 
long after and the duo realised that 
playing music for free dance events 
was a mutual passion.

“We both have diverse musical 
backgrounds, skills and a wide 
variety of facilitating/teaching ex-
periences that inform what we do. I 
really enjoy the way the differences 
in our musical and interpersonal skill 
sets complement each other in Feet 
First,” Jeremy said. 

“Humans have been dancing with 
the intention of enhancing personal 
well-being for thousands of years 
– from tribal people shaking off 
demons in dances that could last 
days to religious practices like the 
whirling dervishes.”

While there is plenty of exciting 
movement and dance-based events 
going on in Melbourne and surrounds 
at present, including 5Rhythms, No 
Lights No Lycra, and Dancing Ground 
Festival, among others, it is rare to 
find live music being provided.

“We have a detailed plan or kind 
of set list going in to each event but 

THE Lambert family of Warrandyte 
– Claire and Tim and their children 
Alice, 14, and Joe, 12 – were the 
lucky winners of our Croydon Cin-
emas golden ticket entitling them 
to a free movie every day of the 
year in 2015.

And Team Lambert has been 
making the most of its good fortune 
so far heading to the cinemas only 
15 minutes away to watch Hunger 
Games, Alexander, Night at the 
Museum, Paddington, Penguins, Big 
Hero 6, Paper Planes, The Imitation 
Game, The Water Diviner and the 
Theory of Everything. 

“We love Croydon Cinemas be-
cause the staff are friendly, the 
cinemas are small so you never 
have a bad seat, it is affordable, it is 
always clean and comfortable and 
we like to support a local business 
owned by local people,” Claire told 
the Diary.

By BRIANNA PIAZZA
BECOMING a parent is one of life’s 
most rewarding experiences but as 
most mothers and fathers know, it 
isn’t without its challenges.

Parents now have another useful 
tool at their fingertips – an ebook 
that aims to make parenting a little 
bit easier.

Warrandyte High School parent 
Maureen Doyle, from Eltham, has 
released 101 Great Websites For 
Motherhood, which contains a list 
of handy websites and apps for new 
and up-and-coming mothers.

She hopes her guide will help 
women navigate through one of life’s 
most challenging and rewarding 
experiences.

“There is so much out there and 
most of it you will discover on a ‘need 
to know’ basis,” Maureen said.

“My little summaries allow a mum 
or mum-to-be to have a flick through 
when she gets a minute and get an 
idea of what might appeal to her 
and what she thinks might come in 
handy.” 

Maureen says she spent hours 
pouring over 1000 websites, deciding 
to include the most informative and 
helpful ones that related to topics 
such as preparing for pregnancy, 
health and fitness, shopping, educa-
tion, food, cyber safety and prepar-
ing teenagers for young adulthood.

Her own experience as a mother 
also helped her compile the list, 
drawing on what she wished she had 
known when she had her first child 
and what information she found help-
ful by the time she had her second.

“When I was pregnant with my first 
child in 1997 there was no such thing 
as the Internet and I had a non-sleep-
er to deal with,” she said.

“Trying to find help and support 
was a nightmare. It was very iso-
lating.” 

 “By the time my daughter came 
along five years later a whole new 
world had opened up, there was 
literally help at your fingertips.”

With the internet proving to be a 
great source of answers to the many 
questions mothers have, Maureen 

THE latest craze sweeping Mel-
bourne is coming to Warrandyte 
and you can finally dance like no 
one is watching. It’s a chance to 
have fun and get fit but without 
“the lycra and lights”.

Two former dance students, Alice 
Glenn and Heidi Barrett, came up 
with the idea of NLNL while look-
ing for a space where they could 
completely let go and shake out 
the stresses of the week – without 
trying to mould their bodies to 
conform to what a dancer “should” 
look like. NLNL commenced in a 
church hall in Fitzroy in the winter 
darkness of 2009 with just the glow 
of heaters as light. Since then, they 
haven’t looked back.

Head to the Warrandyte Me-
chanics Hall, Cnr. Yarra Street and 
Mitchell Ave, between 7pm-8pm 
this Wednesday (February 11) for 
a small cost of $5 and try out No 
Lights, No Lycra. 

“Come along and feel the energy 
and joy of those around you while 
being free to dance completely as 
yourself,” the organisers say.

Contact Meg Wilson on 0410 560 
683 for further information or visit 
nolightsnolycra.com

By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
DIARY reporter Brianna Piaz-
za and I (above) recently had 
the privilege – compliments of 
leading man Thomas Lacey, yet 
another locally grown talent – of 
attending the opening night of 
Strictly Ballroom the Musical.

This wonderful Baz Luhrmann 
production was a real hoot. It 
was full of dance, song and co-
lour, along with the usual Aussie 
send up of themselves and the 
things they do. The highlights 
for both Brianna and I were 
when Thomas danced alone 
with mirrors as his props and 
the Spanish dancing with a bit of 
‘Carmen’ thrown in.

After the show, the audience 
and production team headed 
off to the Sofitel. The entire 
mezzanine floor was decorated 
in Chinese lanterns and stream-
ers in every imaginable colour 
and the food was amazing. The 
‘Who’s, who’ of Melbourne were 
there – looking around the faces 
was a bit like reading ‘Where’s 
Wally’, as you recognised various 
people.

Baz Luhrmann and his wife 
Catherine Martin addressed the 
gathering, followed by John Paul 
Young singing Love is in the Air. 
Of course, it just wouldn’t be 
Strictly Ballroom without him. 

We left shortly after, but no 
doubt many partied on into the 
early hours. I highly recommend 
this production for a great night 
out. The talent was amazing. 

Visit www.strictlyballroom 
themusical.com

Two B’s in a 
ballroom blitz

No Lights,  
No Lycra,
no worries

Starry night: Thomas and his  
lovely mum.

observe and respond musically to 
where the energy in the group is go-
ing throughout the dance,” Sam said.

Jeremy added: “I believe there’s 
something very special that happens 
when the music is being created in 
the room, in the moment; it’s a joyful, 
invigorating and ultimately relaxing 
journey for the dancers (and us!).

“We call it a dance meditation 
because we hope to set up the op-
portunity for you to observe your 
thoughts, movements, and emotions 
without judgement as you ‘drop in’ 
and start to let go of your self-talk 
and inhibitions.”

There is no wrong or right way to go 
about it, the duo explains, and they 
provide support at the beginning 
of the dance for people new to the 
practice.

“As a participant I think of it as a 
real gift to yourself – releasing phys-
ical stress, shaking loose any knots 
and blocks, becoming more aware 
of your body and emotions, often 
getting clarity on things happening 
in your life and also developing warm 
connections with the other dancers 
from the shared experience,” Jeremy 
says.

“Basically, it’s a fun way to work 
out with heaps of added bonuses.”

 Feet First Live Music Dance Med-
itation: dynamic tribal rhythms, 
funk grooves, and sound-scapes 
to move, connect, release, laugh, 
breathe + sweat to! Didge – Drums 
– Cello – Guitar – Voice – Harp and 
more. Sunday February 22, March 
8, 10.30am to 12.30pm at Warran-
dyte Community Centre (168 Yarra 
St, above the library). No dance 
experience necessary. Cost: $15 
(kids welcome and are free). What 
to bring: comfortable clothes and 
your dancing feet! More info: Sam 
Menzies 0431 932 789 or email  
feet1stdance@gmail.com

Visit www.feet1stdance.com

Dancing on the feeling

On the same wavelength: Jeremy 
Collings and Sam Menzies.

A handy resource for motherhood

also wants other mothers to know it’s 
equally important to rely on family 
and friends when in need of advice.

“Motherhood will always be a bit of 

Lamberts score the golden ticket at Croydon Cinemas

a struggle and – try as you might –
things won’t always work out the way 
you want them to,” Maureen said. 

“There will always be the next 

phase, in a child’s life, and in yours, 
to deal with and while the Internet is 
a great aid, human connection is the 
greatest support of all and if you feel 
you need help, you should never feel 
afraid to ask for it.”

 101 Great Websites & Apps For 
Motherhood is available as an  
ebook in the iBooks store for $3.99 
and on Amazon for $4.90.
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Largest Artshow  
in NE Melbourne

The Rotary Warrandyte Artshow is run in conjunction with the Warrandyte Festival.  
This attracts thousands of visitors to our unique tourist centre from all parts of Victoria.

20-22 March 2015
PRIZES: Total prize pool $4400 with prizes to be awarded to 23 artists.  

We feature a non-acquisitive First Prize of $1250, Second Prize of $750, Third Prize of 
$250. Best Small Painting $250, plus nine Highly Commended prizes of $100 each.

EASY TO ENTER: Entries Close Wednesday 4th March
Go to www.warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au and fill in entry form on screen or  
copy entry form from website and post to PO Box 31, Doncaster East VIC 3109

Chairman Tony 0419 352 644
artshow@warrandytedonvalerotary.org.au
VENUE: Warrandyte Community Church

57 Yarra Street, Warrandyte

barbeque, giving mum only three 
days notice. And there was no dish-
washer in those days,” she laughs.

Her parents served what she terms 
“dumbed down Russian food” at end-
less parties and, in her teens, Sasha 
even conducted cooking classes for 
neighbouring housewives. 

Having first studied law, she “bailed 
out after a couple of years – I hated 
it”. And, after a stint working for a 
patent attorney, she married and 
moved to Bairnsdale. 

“There was bugger all to do so we 
threw lots of Russian dinner parties 
and served eggs topped with lump-
fish ‘caviar’, borscht, meat-filled 
pancakes, stuffed peppers, and Pas-
cha – a traditional Easter dessert – all 
washed down with lots of Vodka.”

Frieda Ezard, a librarian, was open-
ing a café and Sasha volunteered to 
do dishes. 

Frieda put her hat on as maître d’ 
and asked her to make cakes; she 
also gave Sasha a copy of French 
pastry chef Gaston Lenôtre’s “very 
technical cake book” and never 
looked back. 

She and Frieda made a great team, 
offering a small but innovative menu 
and building a strong following.

She shares an anecdote about a 
diner who walked in wearing a trench 
coat, sunglasses and beret, and 
carrying a bag – unusual for men in 
those days. 

“We were convinced it was [restau-
rant critic] Stephen Downes so we 
danced around and fawned over this 
guy for hours. At the end of his meal, 
he said he had come up to work as 
the chef at the [nearby] Paynesville 
Hotel Motel Boatel Airotel – they had 
a runway,” she laughs. “Much later, 
I met Stephen Downes and told him 
the story. He looked at me with a 
deadpan expression and said, ‘I don’t 
own a beret’.”

After her marriage broke up, Sasha 

A ‘continental’ powerhouse
By MICHELLE PINI
WARRANDYTE’S Sasha Lewis owns 
and operates Fitzroy’s cult-status 
Babka Bakery Café together with 
son Niko. 

Sasha has lived with her current 
partner Peter in North Warrandyte 
since 1983.

 “Warrandyte is such a visually 
beautiful place to live. We have a 
view on the side of a hill – so every-
thing you see belongs to you,” she 
says. “And walking around the river 
with your dog, everyone says hello 
– it’s a great place to be.”

The Great Warrandyte Cook-up 
judge has headed up three iconic eat-
eries, but says her start in the food 
industry “happened by chance”. 

Born in Germany, Sasha was the 
only child of Russian parents. They 
were displaced persons after the 
war, “along with millions of others”, 
and moved to Australia when she 
was six.

Sasha recalls, “Australia had an ac-
tive program to increase the labour 
force and we (along with many other 
families) lived in a migrant camp in 
Bathurst.”

A housing shortage meant that 
when they were able to move out of 
the camp, the family rented accom-
modation fashioned from car pack-
ing crates “in someone’s backyard 
in Footscray”. 

Her father, an engineer, was entre-
preneurial and eventually started a 
successful plastics factory, moving 
the family to Cheltenham, where 
they were referred to as ‘continen-
tals’.

“It was a street full of Anglos and 
we were viewed as a bit exotic,” she 
explains. 

Sasha attributes her love of food 
to her parents. 

“They were busy entertainers. 
Dad was a gourmet and would think 
nothing of inviting 20 people for a 

came back to Melbourne (Frieda 
had already moved there) and she 
and Frieda decided to start Fitzsim-
mons, making modern European 
food “before anyone ever thought 
of it” in the city’s legal precinct. 
Sasha says: “In those days, Mel-
bourne County court judges toured 
Gippsland and they were very good 
customers in Bairnsdale. They heard 
about Fitzsimmons and we were full 
from Day 1.”

The powerhouse duo did not rest 
on their laurels, however, and in 
1993, along with Sasha’s son Niko 
– a qualified baker, trained under 
French master baker and pastry 
chef Louis Vaussenat – they opened 
Babka, serving artisan breads, cakes 
and pastries and inventive, Russian 
inspired café food.

“We had no staff and we did ev-
erything – it was exhausting,” says 
Sasha.

Babka (Russian for cake) is now 
a Melbourne institution, serving 
hordes of people, happy to wait 
patiently for tables, and employing 
three bakers and four cooks. 

According to Sasha: “Niko has an 
instinctive understanding of the 
baking process and is an unrelenting 
quality control officer.”

 Sasha runs front-of-house and the 
“organisational side of things”.

Although Frieda retired after three 
years, they have remained close 
friends.

Agreeing to share a recipe with our 
readers, Sasha, who doesn’t mince 
words says: “It sounds like a suck-up 
but the Diary is one of the best things 
about Warrandyte. 

“It embraces the beauty of Warran-
dyte – it’s a chronicle of a village. I 
bring it with me to work and send 
it to my [other] son in Canada – it’s 
fantastic.”

She adds: “I also have an amazing 
almond coffee cake recipe …”

“We use this dough with gay aban-
don at home – it’s so simple to make 
and keeps well in the fridge,” says 
Sasha. 

Ingredients
1 kg Laucke Euro Flour (or other 

best quality strong flour such as 
Italian Tipo 00)

1 dessertspoon salt
40g fresh compressed yeast (avail-

able from bakeries)
750ml tepid water
Big glug virgin olive oil 

Dissolve yeast in tepid water and 
add olive oil.

Place flour and salt in a separate 
bowl; add liquid mixture and mix with 
dough hook approx 5 minutes.

The dough needs to be quite sticky; 
leave to prove for about an hour.

When ready to use, belt it down and 
divide into approx four pieces.

Roll out on a board dusted with 
semolina flour.

Unused dough may be placed 
loosely in a plastic bag and refriger-
ated for up to 3 days. 

 

Bonus recipe... Sasha’s home pizza dough
(makes about four large pizzas)
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Par Lungan in Bario, 
Borneo, where the War-
randyte crew did their 
community project of help 
building a dam for the vil-
lage’s local river.

Keep sending your Diary 
Goes Global photos in to 
info@warrandytediary.
com.au with a brief de-
scription of your travel 
adventures and full names 

Diary goes global ... send us your travel photos

and be in the running to 
win the annual prize of a 
weekend stay in a luxury 
cabin at Crystal Brook 
Tourist Park, a home away 
from home not far from 
your home! Visit www.
cbtp.com.au for more info 
about the park which is 
the perfect location for 
family and friends wanting 
somewhere to stay nearby.

OUR annual Diary Goes 
Global competition is back 
and we have more rippers, 
including Warrandyte’s 
Jan and Brian Spurrell 
who did the Upper Trail at 
Iguazu Falls in Argentina 
(above) reading the Diary 
which Jan says they “car-
ried everywhere on our 
travels to Antarctica and 
South America”. 

Also, our globally re-
nowned RAW Runners 
Janette Murray-Wakelin 
and Alan Murray sent us 
this beauty (left) in front 
of Buddha in Hong Kong 
before the couple talked at 
the first Chinese Raw Veg-
an Festival last year.

Taylor Padfield and the 
Warrandyte High School 
gang of 19 students and 
two teachers also managed 
to get a snap with the 
Diary during their World 
Challenge trip last year, 
backpacking around Ma-
laysia and Borneo. This 
photo (above right) was 
taken in a village called 

Hi Carolyn, I’ve always 
wanted to visit Africa but 
not sure exactly how to 
go about it? (John, War-
randyte).

My first bit of advice is 
– just go! It is so amaz-
ing. I have clients who 
have travelled all over 
the world, but this is the 

one place that stands out for them.
Many people talk about Africa as 

a single destination, or erroneously, 
think it is a country. Africa is the 
second largest continent made up 
of 54 countries. Imagine how many 
different languages, customs, cul-
tures, people, sights and wonderful 
experiences that await? 

Due to the logistics of creating a 
well balanced African holiday you 
need to speak to a travel agent. 
Certain countries are best visited 
at particular times of the year, such 
as Kenya and Tanzania, especially if 
witnessing the wildebeest migration 
is on your bucket list.

Africa doesn’t have to be an ex-
pensive destination. There is a 
wonderful array of options available 
from budget multi country overland 
camping trips to luxury lodge stays. 
South African packages are great 
value for money due to the strong 
Australian dollar against the South 
African Rand. 

There are four questions you need 
answered in order for a specialist to 
tailor make the perfect African safari:

1. What is your budget and how 
many people are travelling?

2. How long do you want to go for?        
3. What time of year can you go?
4. Do you have any African bucket 

list items?
Travel Tip
It is best to look at Africa as a 

repeat destination instead of try-
ing to do it all in one big trip. It is 
nice to experience the wonderful 
scenery and enjoy the hospitality 
of the locals without  being rushed.  
South Africa is a great place to start 
your African odyssey as it is not too 
dissimilar to Australia, but different 
by having fantastic game reserve 
areas like Kruger National Park and 
Madikwe Game Reserve where you 
can see the Big 5.

Our travel expert Carolyn is the 
manager of Warrandyte Travel 
and Cruise. Email her at carolyn@
warrandytetravel.com.au

Out of Africa
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The only place to stay in  
a cabin, in a caravan or  
for a camping experience
n Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover  
 ‘al fresco’ area

n Pets OK (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)

n We host local birthday parties!

n Cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends

n Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!

182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 3637 Email info@cbtp.com.au

cooking classes given by the chefs, 
participate in meditation or yoga 
with a yoga master, have a massage, 
swim in the sea, cycle or relax by 
the pool, a beautifully relaxing way 
to finish our holiday.

India is a vibrant and complicated 
country that provided us with many 

After a two night stay in Mumbai, 
we transferred to Lake Vembanad 
where we had an overnight stay on 
board a houseboat on the canals and 
byways of the backwaters of Kerala. 
At Marari Beach we stayed for three 
nights at a holiday resort – here 
we had the opportunity to attend 

we went on a guided walking tour 
through the countryside, walking 
from one small village to the next, 
about seven kilometres. 

This was a great way to experience 
life in rural areas and small villages 
and to interact with the people living 
there.

E recently returned 
from a 20-day trip to 
India. Our travel was 
very professionally 
organised for us by 

Warrandyte Travel and Cruise using 
the travel company, India Unbound. 
Before leaving we experienced some 
trepidation about travelling to a 
country which we thought could 
be very challenging, but we soon 
discovered that our fears were un-
founded. 

The colour and bustling life that 
represents India was highlighted 
on our first day in a rickshaw ride 
through the narrow streets and lanes 
of Old Delhi. The streets are bursting 
with life. The colourful clothing of 
locals, the stalls selling saris, fabrics, 
jewellery, the aroma of spice, fruit, 
nuts and confectionary stalls, cows 
wandering the streets, vehicle and 
tuk-tuk horns sounding constantly, 
people touting for business, good 
humoured banter between neigh-
bours and the shambolic electric 
wiring all combined to provide an 
overwhelming experience. 

In the Hindu holy city of Varanasi, 
located on the Ganges, we took a 
boat ride to view the sacred ceremo-
ny of Ganga Aarti. During this trip we 
also viewed cremations taking place 
on the ghats on the river bank. Vara-
nasi is one of the world’s oldest living 
cities and we enjoyed an intriguing 
walking tour of the ancient bazaars 
and alleys. 

From Varanasi we flew to Khaju-
raho to visit the renowned ancient 
temples. The eastern temples are 
reminiscent of Angkor Wat in Cam-
bodia although, unlike Angkor Wat, 
the theme of many of the sculptures 
on the temples is erotica. 

When travelling to Agra by train, we 
found that we were the only foreign-
ers in the carriage, some of the pas-
sengers, particularly the children, 
found us quite a curiosity. The next 
morning, at dawn, we visited the Taj 
Mahal. It is magnificent. 

We were driven through the state of 
Rajasthan staying at Jaipur, Deogarh 
and Udaipur, our accommodation 
was very varied, we stayed in the for-
mer home of a noble family, a Raja’s 
palace and a modern luxury hotel. 

While travelling through the coun-
tryside we were amazed by our driv-
er’s ability to manoeuvre through the 
crazy traffic. 

Various types of vehicles, overload-
ed motor bikes, bicycles, pedestrians 
and animals all competed for space 
on the road. 

On one bridge a number of cows 
were sitting on the road in a zig-zag 
pattern, it felt like we were compet-
ing in a slalom event as we weaved 
our way around them. Near Udaipur, 

Journey into India’s diversity
Michael and Jan Meehan 
are the Diary’s guest 
Warrandytian travel writers 
this month after their 
fantastic experience in India

contrasting experiences. On two oc-
casions we were asked by locals if we 
would mind having our photos taken 
with them; we doubt that these pic-
tures improved their photo albums. 

Our visit to India has given us a 
much better understanding of its 
beauty and complexity. 
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Diary bites with Basil Fettucine

ICE-CREAM, YOU SCREAM,  
WE ALL SCREAM
Warrandyte Lollies & Treats have 
added authentic Italian Gelati to their 
delectable range of treats. There are 
exotic flavours such as pomegranate 
and salted caramel. Yum! Gourmet ice 
cream from Ben & Jerry’s and Mini 
Melts are also available. And it must be 
catching on! The White Owl Café has 
recently introduced a beaut ice-cream 
range with chocolate, strawberry ge-
lato, lemon gelato, rainbow, mint choc 
chip, rock salt caramel and vanilla. The 
Warrandyte Café has also installed a 
Fanta Icy Whirl machine with raspberry 
and orange flavours.

WARRANDYTE CELLARS
A new wine store has opened in Yarra 
Street called Warrandyte Cellars. The 
store at Shop 3, 242 Yarra Street, fo-
cuses on family-owned, estate grown 
and single vineyard Australian and im-
ported wines and ranges 150 boutique 
beers – not a Vic Bitter in sight. Check 
out their regular Friday night wine tast-
ings. Phone 9844 5590.

Karen Heath’s amazing Thai Chicken Puddings took out the entrée category at The Great Warrandyte Cook-up. 
Due to technical reasons, however, Karen’s photo was accidentally left out of our last issue. 
Karen is pictured here accepting her prize from Fisher & Paykel’s Ken Anderson.
She won a Curtis stone ten-piece cookware set from Fisher & Paykel and $200 Quinton’s Supa IGA voucher – a 

total prize of $700. Well done Karen Heath!
Stay tuned for information next month about our Great Warrandyte Cook-up cook book.

GREEK COMES TO THE ’DYTE
A new restaurant called Cyrus has 
opened in South Warrandyte next 
to the Coles servo. The sign on 456 
Ringwood–Warrandyte Road reads: 
“authentic Persian and Greek charcoal 
cuisine”. For bookings phone 9844 
4366. The new owner George, who 
runs the restaurant with wife Ulla, says 
“My passion for food started from the 
age of 14 when I was introduced to the 
family restaurant in Persia. During the 
mid-80s my wife and I were based in 
Greece, where we learnt the Greek  
cuisine whilst working in different 
Greek restaurants.”

ORGANIC GOODNESS DELIVERED
Did you know Warrandyte has its very 
own organic company called Organic 
Origins? Based in South Warrandyte 
the company is an online business 
and delivers all over Melbourne. But 
there’s a bonus for Warrandytians – 
they deliver free to those who live in 
Warrandyte, selling everything except 
meat. Visit their website at  
www.organicorigins.com.au

And another winner …

The White Owl



29 Warrandyte Diary February 2015

yard, but actually turned out to 
be the neighbour’s pets. Luckily 
his understanding neighbour 
shares his interest in native wild-
life and was pretty forgiving in 
the circumstances. Another time 
he and Madeline got the fright of 
their life when in the middle of 
the night they woke up to a noisy 
intruder, which turned out to be 
Monty the python knocking things 
off a bookshelf after escaping 

MAINLY Music at St. Stephen’s An-
glican church in Stiggants Street, 
Warrandyte, began last Thursday 
February 5 at 10am. 

The program is a fun-filled music 
and dance session, followed by 
morning tea for children and their 
carergivers. For further information 
email ststephenswarrandyte@gmail.
com or call 0423 093 967 or check our 
www.ststephenswarrandyte.org.au

Music Together has also started at 
Warrandyte Uniting Church in Taroo-
na Avenue on Wednesday mornings 
during school terms, commencing 
9.30am. The church’s professional 
music therapist creates a fun atmo-
sphere with activity instruments, 
bubbles and more.

The first session is free, so come 
along and see. Morning tea for all. 
For more information contact Robyn 
on 0438 804 381.

Local churches present music 
programs for pre-school children

By RUTH BIRCH
PASSING Xavier Morello in the 
street, you might find yourself 
doing a double take. Dubbed War-
randyte’s very own Steve Irwin, 
in the past month alone he has ap-
peared on the Today show as well 
as the national news.

If you’re unsure what all of the 
fuss is about, Xavier and his wife 
Madeline, self-confessed “crazy 
animal people”, run Wildlife Xpo-
sure, an Australian native animal 
education program from their 
North Warrandyte home. 

The Morello menagerie is host 
to a whopping 150 creatures of 50 
different species, from Alba the 
beautiful white barn owl to poi-
sonous octopi, a posse of possums, 
a range of reptiles, invertebrates, 
fish and bugs, Buddy the potty 
mouthed parrot (the language 
picked up in his old home, of 
course) and the two family din-
goes, Cinder and Khan. Luckily 
the home spans two stories, with 
the bottom floor dedicated to the 
animals, with tanks, terrariums 
and ponds from floor to ceiling.

Growing up around all these 
animal friends sounds like a kid’s 
paradise, but at just 15 months, 
their son Jacques has a little while 
to go before he realises just how 
lucky he is. Wandering past py-
thons and crocs doesn’t seem to 
phase him, it’s just a fact of life, 
and like any other kid, his favour-
ite is still man’s best friend. 

Xavier, whose passion for crit-
ters was sparked at a young age 
when he was given a blue tongue 
as a pet, began observing native 
fauna as a hobby, later complet-
ing studies in photography and 
wildlife handling, which saw him 
move into the eco-tourism indus-
try. Over 12 years he has worked 
in some envious roles such as dive 
guide, curator and zookeeper and 
public wildlife demonstrator. He 
has even worked in television, ap-
pearing in an Australian wildlife 
series. 

The job sees him delivering in-
teractive workshops in schools, 
kinders, festivals, corporate gigs 
like the Grand Prix, and even in 
aged homes, where the residents 
have commented on how much 
they appreciate the interruption 
of their daily routine. While get-
ting out and meeting people to 
share his interest and respect for 
wildlife sounds like a dream job, 
like anything there is a downside. 

Holidays more than three days 
long are virtually impossible, 
while days off are spent cleaning 
out cages and emptying tanks, and 
the initial excitement of feeding 
time has well and truly worn off. 

But for all the hard work in-
volved it is clear that both Xavier 
and Madeline love what they do 
and wouldn’t change it for the 
world, and such an unusual living 
arrangement has brought with 
it some interesting stories. The 
best one to come out of Xavier 
and Madeline’s zoo was the time 
he accidentally “rescued” seven 
turtles he thought were trying to 
find a watercourse via his back-

Who’s who in the Warrandyte zoo

from his enclosure and slithering 
through the house. It’s obvious 
that Xavier’s life’s work is more 
than just a job. In his own words, 
his aim is to share his passion and 
experiences with others and ex-
pose them to wildlife to inspire a 
better understanding and respect 
for the environment around us. 
He encourages people to get out 
there, explore, experience and 
truly value our living world.

Say hello to 
Warrandyte’s 
very own 
Steve Irwin

www.warrandytediary.com.au

Check out our new-look website

Xavier Morello with his pet python.
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The naked truth about ‘the procedure’
kiddies’ dressing gowns. Just 
as I was beginning to wish 
that I was on a 10-hour stop-
over, the anaesthetist arrived, 
asked me whether the an-
aesthetic worked last time, 
cracked a few lame jokes, 
promised that I wouldn’t feel 
a thing and just to be sure, 
asked me a lot of the same 
questions. After he left, I 
sat, numb, convinced that I 
wouldn’t need an anaesthetic.

The procedure, when it did 
happen was a bit of an anti-cli-
max. Before he began, I was 
asked, again, what procedure 
I was having and they didn’t 
seem at all amused when I 
asked what options they were 
offering. They checked my 
tags and got me into position 
and administered the light 
anaesthetic. 

I awoke in the recovery area 
to a smiling nurse who asked 
me how I was feeling. It was a 
bit like being woken at three in 
the morning, after two hours 
of restless sleep, for the in-
flight breakfast. 

After sandwiches, fruit juice 
and coffee I waited until all the 
machinery was beeping ap-
propriately and then I dressed 
and waited and waited and 
waited for the specialist to 
come out to see me. I’d been 
given a photo of my diseased 
oesophagus. It was taken 
using a different spectrum 
of light so it looked like I was 
about to die.

Eventually, he arrived and 
we joked about my terror. 
Thereafter, Herself collected 
me. 

After that, I am looking for-
ward to a 12-hour stopover. 

ROGER KIBELL

ANY of you will 
know what a six-
hour stopover at 
an international 
airport feels like. 

After nine or 10 hours, you 
drag yourself from the inside 
of a flying, steel suppository 
and stumble into an imperson-
al barn furnished with rows 
of lounge chairs. There you 
sit until you can move to the 
next row of lounge chairs until 
you are security searched, yet 
again, before staggering on to 
the plane for another 10 hours 
of self-imposed inactivity. 
Romantic or exotic it is not.

It was déjà vu the other day 
when I had a gastroscopy.

To fly overseas you need a 
passport, pay a king’s ransom 
for the tickets, go through 
innumerable security checks 
and wait and wait and wait. 
To have a gastroscopy, you 
need to pay to see a GP, get 
a referral from your doctor, 
pay to see a specialist, fill in 
pages of information for the 
hospital, contact your health 
insurer to find that “there will 
be an excess to pay”, get to 
the hospital and go through 
all the information again, wait, 
get changed, wait, have the 
procedure, and then wait.

Choosing clothes for a flight 
is always problematic. Chang-
ing out of your clothes for “the 
procedure” is no better.

“Take off everything except 
your undies, put on the gown 
with the opening behind you, 
don’t tie the tabs, take off 
your shoes, put on the blue 
Chux slippers and then put 
on the dressing gown. Put all 
your clothes in the paper bag, 
come outside and sit down. 
And we’ll be with you in a 

you are made to wear for the 
“op”. For some arcane reason, 
the dressing gowns must have 
been misdirected from the 
children’s ward because they 
reached no further than my 
knees and the waist tie was 
just under my arm pits. 

Nothing to do to pass the 
time but read one of their 
magazines. These are usually 
no better than the rubbish 
you get in the pocket in front 
of your plane seat. It is not by 
chance that the in-flight mag-
azine sits next to the vomit 
bag! At the hospital, you just 
get into learning which celeb 
has anorexia, which princess 
keeps her figure eating only 
royal jelly and which Neander-
thal rugby giant has a rocky 
marriage before you are called 
to “just check” your details. 

You are tagged on wrist and 
ankle, are asked all the same 
question you have answered 
on the form you sent them a 
week ago. Then, you go back 
to wait with the rest of the 
patients.

“It’s now!”, you think until 
the theatre nurse calls your 
name and repeats the same 
set of questions. Then comes 
your specialist who worrying-
ly asks you, “And what pro-
cedure are you in for today?” 
along with many of the same 
questions his theatre nurse 
asked.

By this time, understand-
ably, we were running 40 
minutes late. One of the “blue” 
ladies cheerfully informed me 
that the anaesthetist would 
be along to “see you soon”. 
At this I could see why those 
around me had given up the 
will to live and were dozing, 
mouths open as wide as their 

“You just get 
into learning 
which celeb has 
anorexia, which 
princess keeps 
her figure eating 
only royal jelly 
and which  
Neanderthal 
rugby giant  
has a rocky  
marriage  
before you are 
called...”

kibbled

moment.”
That last sentence is always 

the giveaway. That and the 
fact that there were another 
six, white terry towelling, 
dressing gown-clad patients 
in various stages of sleep or 
mummification, waiting, like 
me, in 1960s lounge chairs. 
Just as clothes in an airline 
seat always feel uncomfort-
able, so too is the clobber 

PORT 
DOUGLAS

BEAUTIFUL PORT 
“Shout Yourself to a Holiday”
APARTMENT – POOL – RESORT

HOLIDAY BOOKINGS NOW  
OPEN FOR 2015

2BR fully self contained 2 min 
walk to famous 4 mile beach, 

short walk to Macrossan 
Street shops and world class 

restaurants. 
CONTACT OWNER DIRECTLY:

0409 359 240

grant mcgregor

love
landscapes

0431 157 025 • 9844 3424
maca.mcgregor@bigpond.com

garden design  
& maintenance
landscaping
sustainable solutions
fully insured

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

A BIT OF WARRANDYTE 
BY THE SEA!

Available again after 2 years  
(sorry to all those who have missed it)

WYTALIBA 
Mudbrick Cottage  

at Aireys Inlet
Set on two acres of bush and  

cottage garden it has three bedrooms  
(2 queen beds, two singles),  

a fully equipped kitchen, open fire, 
courtyard with bbq. 15 min walk  

(3 min drive) to beach, general store  
and close to bush walks in the 

Angahook State Forest. 
Available Jan/Feb and all school 
holidays. Minimum 2 night stay. 

Phone Karen on 0425 609 789  
for bookings and enquiries

Need help?
Onsite Computer Repairs for Home and Business 

Experienced Technicians

We come to you
Phone 1300 264 552

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490  
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L  W O R K  G U A R A N T E E D

DIARY ADVERTISING DEADLINE 
COPY CLOSES LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH

Warrandyte 
Community Market

Under the gum trees,  
on Stiggants Reserve,  
Yarra Street, Warrandyte 

First Saturday of each month  
– except January, 9am–1pm.

Ample parking. Light refreshments available.
Enquiries: 9844 4495

Like us on 
Facebook 
Five for Friday, videos,  
funnies, news updates on  
The Great Warrandyte  
Cook-up, and lots more

www.facebook.com/warrandytediary
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All types of  
glass, glazing,  

mirrors, shower 
screens

WARRANDYTE 
✷✷ GLASS ✷✷

Terry Ryan
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Dr Stuart Turner (B.V.Sc.) 
& Associates

Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill &  
Houghton Rds, Warrandyte

Consultation by Appointment 
Phone 9844 3071
NEW WEEKEND HOURS 

SATURDAY 8–4 SUNDAY 10–12

TOM KERKHOF 

T E L E V I S I O N
Servicing the area for 40 years

 DIGITAL Televisions,  
Stereo Systems, DVDs,  

Digital Set Top Box Systems, 
New Digital Television  

Set-ups

Phone 9844 3970
Mobile 0408 175 274
27 Mitchell Ave, Warrandyte

our place
By MARILYN MOORE

It transpired that the stun-
ning little snow-covered hous-
es pictured on the cover of my 
glossy magazine were missing 
a vital feature. Windows. What 
good are mere holes in the 
wall during the dark blizzards 
of a deep northern winter? 
A cottage must at least look 
cosy.

My resident expert knew 
exactly what to do about 
windows. “You need to cut 
out the cavities and fill them 
with crushed ‘glass’ before 
you cook it.”

OK. I’d already failed Gin-
gerbread Housemaking 101 
by not having any powdered 
ginger in my pantry. That little 
discovery gave the artistic 
team a nasty moment or two. 
God knows, there was a truck-
load of everything else in 
there. But no ginger! So I wore 
my fingers to the bone peeling 
and grating fresh ginger for 
the pastry. 

Like most culinary experi-
ments, the result was going 
to be either mouth-watering 
or inedible. I had no idea how 
much grated ginger to use, 
so I used lots. (You can never 
have too much ginger.) As 
it turned out, the extra fibre 
gave the gingerbread a lovely 

earthy texture – rather like 
a cross between mud-bricks 
and home-made paper – and 
the flavour was knock-your-
socks-off gingeriferous. Yay! 
The Warrandyte influence 
was turning out better than 
expected.

But now I needed crushed 
‘glass’. What the …? I raked 
through the pantry for the 
umpteenth time. Fortunately 
somebody had bought a tin 
of Castlemaine Rock. Perfect! 
Our little gingerbread cottage 
would be tasty, if nothing else.

I wish I could show you a 
photo. Despite being consider-
ably more difficult to assemble 
than the recipe suggested 
– two pairs of hands are a 
minimum requirement, and it 
helps to have a third pair on 
hand to provide fast-drying 
cement (sticky dark toffee) 
at a moment’s notice – our 
cottage ended up being quite 
delightful. 

Even the pastry scraps had 
been used to good effect: a 
large moose grazed happily 

Gingerbread mission with spirit
HRISTMAS was rath-
er memorable. With 
the bairns home 
together – for the 
first time in living 

memory – we had nearly 24 
hours of family life as we once 
knew it. Several dozen friends 
and relatives dropped by and 
it was almost like the olden 
days, with the pool full of 
kids splashing about and the 
barbecue sizzling away. 

My big achievement during 
the Yuletide festivities was 
the manufacture of an only 
slightly wonky gingerbread 
house. From scratch. I’d nev-
er made one before, and this 
was my big chance to learn, 
as our son’s Norwegian girl-
friend was born into the art.

Somewhat to my surprise, 
she immediately found fault 
with my elegant Donna Hay 
recipe. “But you don’t cook 
the gingerbread first!” She 
was adamant about this. “You 
cut out the house before you 
cook the pieces.”

But I couldn’t see how the 
pieces would fit together as 
neatly. Wouldn’t the dough 
run a bit and change shape 
while it was in the oven?

“Yes, but you can trim it if 
you need to.”

in the garden, and around the 
cottage a little forest of snowy 
fir trees sparkled in Christ-
massy splendour. The shingle 
roof was dusted with snow; 
a thicker coating blanketed 
chimney, sills and eaves. Snow 
had banked up, too, against 
the front wall – although the 
front path had been swept 
clear around the open door – 
and its little honey-coloured 
windows glowed in the gather-
ing twilight. We couldn’t take 
our eyes off it.

Gosh, I’d forgotten what fun 
it was to sit around and make 
things with the kids. Sadly, 
their time at home went all 
too quickly. Two trips to Tul-
lamarine later, the house felt 
suddenly empty. In one sense, 
anyway.

Coincidentally, a friend’s 
Christmas letter reminded 
me of Germaine Greer’s writ-
ing on the subject of women 
who’ve worked their lives 
around family and who now 
find their children far away, 
‘filling sturdy lives in which 
the mothers have little part’. 
It was a piercingly accurate 
piece of work, but I especially 
liked the bit about ‘… storing 
(or clearing out) left-behind 
detritus …’!

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
 •  Taxation Return Preparation
 •  Electronic Lodgement Service
 •  Accounting & Business Consultants

steep ladder stood in as a 
companionway and two more 
bike wheels were transformed 
into paddlewheels. 

I recruited a crew from the 
neighbourhood kids and we 
steamed the mighty river 
from the mountains to the sea, 
battling floods and fires and 
bushrangers.

My taste for Murray River 
water was far from sated, 
so when, decades later, the 
one-teacher primary school at 
Torrumbarry on the Murray, 
some 15 miles downstream 
from Echuca was declared 
vacant, I applied and gained 
the position.

My years on the Murray 
were among my happiest, and 
out of them grew a 40-minute 
children’s film, an educational 
documentary and my River-
boat Bill series of children’s 
books.

A new career now required 
a move closer to Melbourne. 
We crossed the bridge and 
headed off down Yarra Street 
for our exploratory look at 
Warrandyte: the Mechanics 
Institute, the picturesque 
shops, the tree-lined street, 
and above all, tantalising 
glimpses of the Yarra River. 
We were home.

CLIFF GREEN

er to Mildura. I awoke at dawn, 
and from my upper bunk 
watched entranced as the sun 
arose, through the silhouette 
of a row of spindly gum trees, 
etched black against the early 
morning sky. We crossed the 
Murray later that morning 
and I marveled as the wide 
brown river rolled majestical-
ly through the Mallee towards 
South Australia on its way to 
the sea.

We travelled up and down 
the river on several occasions 
during that holiday, smelling 
the smoke and the oil-soaked 
steam, marveling at the great 
paddle-wheels churning the 
green water, admiring the 
deckhand as he leapt with 
the coil of rope from deck to 
wharf, envying the captain as 
he swung the big wheel in the 
wheelhouse, identifying with 
the oil-soaked engineer as he 
threw logs into the leaping 
flames in the firebox, pulling 
levers and twisting valves, fol-
lowing directions telegraphed 
from the wheelhouse above. 

So impressed was I with life 
on the Murray, that when we 
reached home I spent the next 
weeks turning the woodpile 
beside our house into a full-
blown paddle-steamer. 

An old bicycle wheel became 
the steering wheel and planks 
and logs became decks, a 

N late November and 
early December 1934, 
the Yarra River at War-
randyte rose to its high-
est recorded level, lifting 

to beyond a metre above the 
decking of the old wooden 
bridge. Homes, orchards and 
shops were inundated.

I was born in December 1934 
at the Queen Victoria Hospital 
in Melbourne. The Yarra River 
did not touch my life until 
several decades later. 

My first river was the Marib-
yrnong. Not the polluted, 
sluggish stream that then 
flowed through Footscray, 
but the near-pristine river 
that twisted its way across 
the Keilor plain, its passage 
marked by the River Redgums 
and Yellow Box trees that 
lined its banks, emerging into 
the edge of suburbia beyond 
the open paddocks, outback 
from North Sunshine. 

Unbeknown to our parents 
we walked there. I was a small 
boy at the time, battling to 
keep up with the big kids. It 
seemed a very long way. Final-
ly we reached our destination: 
a high, elevated railway bridge 
that crossed the river as it cut 
through its gorge, away down 
below. 

Beneath the bridge hung a 
narrow pedestrian walkway, 
perilously close to the dual 

Tale of three rivers

railway tracks above. This 
was our ultimate objective, 
to cross the walkway while 
a train thundered above. 
I was terrified. But no-one 
“squibbed”. 

Goods trains were frequent, 
as the bridge was on a direct 
line to the north. Occasionally 
one of these interminably long 
trains was hauled by “Heavy 
Harry”, one of the world’s 
largest railway engines, built 
at the Newport Railway Work-
shops. 

Some were loaded with 
tanks, Bren gun carriers, field 
artillery, wingless fighter 
planes; all the hardware of 
conflict, for World War II was 
its height and Australia was 
under dire threat. 

We crouched on the walkway 
as trains thundered overhead, 
deafened by the noise, scald-
ed by steam, singed by flying 
cinders, longing for – and 
dreading – the moment when 
the engine would sound its 
whistle. And it always did.

My first introduction to the 
Murray River came via a rail-
way train, the overnight sleep-

painting & 
decorating

Andrew John
Managing Director

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

p: 0412 765 210
e: andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au

w: fourwallspainting.com.au

Care about your  
environment?

Naturally!
Why not think  

about joining your 
local environment  

group?

FRIENDS OF  
WARRANDYTE  
STATE PARK

Artur Muchow 0415 383 328



32 Warrandyte Diary February 2015

artyfacts

Acupuncture 
Warrandyte

82 Yarra Street 0402 087 693 www.tcmwarrandyte.com

ACUPUNCTURE – HERBAL MEDICINE – TRADITIONAL CUPPING  
REMEDIAL MASSAGE – THAI MASSAGE – REFLEXOLOGY – TUINA

Sam Dudgeon
B.Hlth Sc (Acu) Dip RM. TTM. REF, 
Member ATMS, AHPRA

You’re in safe hands
PAUL J. GILLING

REBECCA VAN DER JAGT 
B.Sc, B.AppSc, Grad Dip Manip Therapy MAPA

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre 
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte 9844 1566

Member of Manipulative Physiotherapists Association of Australia

PILATES 
Uniting Church, Cnr Taroona Ave & Westend Rd, Warrandyte

BOOK NOW Starts January 27 
Tuesday & Thursday 6.30-7.30pm – Friday 10.30am 

BYO mat, drink bottle and hand towel
Improve posture, balance, flexibility, core strength 

Improve health, confidence and decrease back pain

Pelvic Floor Safe Exercises – Level 2 Pilates Instructor – Personal Training 
30 yrs Nursing Experience – Suitable for All Ages – Mature Adults Welcome

Bookings: Dee 0425 747 819, info@deetermination.com.au 
www.deeterminationfitness.com.au

Warrandyte Health

com or call 0423 093 967, or 
check out www.ststephens 
warrandyte.org.au

Market Stall
St Stephen’s market stall will 
now be held in the church 
grounds. We sell homemade 
chutney, jams, wooden toys 
and knickknacks. We also 
offer low cost car parking for 
market goers. The parking 
fee can be deducted from any 
purchase at the stall. Free 
gift with every purchase on 
February 7.

Pancakes
The Warrandyte Uniting 
Church will hold a pancake 
stall outside Quinton’s IGA on 
Saturday February 21. Money 
raised will go to the Uniting 
Church Share Appeal to help 
needy people.

Short Film
A screening of the finalists for 
The Young at Heart Awards. 
Best new Australian short 
films staring seasoned actors, 
60 plus. Attendees can vote 
for the Peoples Choice Award. 
Monday March 16, 1.30pm at 
the Senior Citizens Centre, 
3 Taroona Ave, Warrandyte. 
Tickets $10, Seniors $8. Re-
freshments provided. For 
tickets contact Gloria Holding 
9844 1454 or Joy Braybrook 
9844 3663.

New at WNH
Coming in Term 1 at the 
Warrandyte Neighbourhood 
House. Auslan (Sign language). 
Have you always wanted to 
learn sign language? During 
this six week course you will 
learn how to express you 
thoughts and meanings using 
a combination of hand shapes, 
facial expressions, orientation 
and movement of hand, arms 
and body, to communicate to 
those in our community who 
are deaf. Starts Monday Feb 9, 

7-8.30pm. Cost $108.

Digital Photography. You will 
learn how to use various 
functions on yur own digital or 
compact camera to produce 
professional looking photos 
across all genres. Suitable for 
beginner or experienced pho-
tographers. Must bring your 
own camera. Starts Monday 
February 9, 10.30am-12.30pm, 
six sessions for $144.

Movement Therapy. Gentle 
movement class with Tai-Chi 
and Qigong involving slow 
movement, balance and med-
itation. Suitable for those 
recovering from illness, injury, 
chronic fatigue, anxiety and 
depression. Starts Wednesday 
February 11, 9.30-10.30am. 
Cost $72, first class free. Seven 
classes in total.

Bookings for all the above can 
be made on 9844 1839 or info@
wnh.org.au.

U3A Courses
9am-12pm. Commencing Feb-
ruary 2 until April 2. Over 30 
courses available in exercise, 
music, arts, humanities, crafts 
and computers. Call into our 
office at Norwood Park, 125A 
Warrandyte Rd, Ringwood or 
phone 9879 2677 for further 
information.

Back to School
South Warrandye school. 
Catch up with friends at Col-
man Park Reserve, South 
Warrandyte on Sunday March 
1, 12noon–5pm. BBQ, and pho-
to displays. Bring along some 
memorabilia and afternoon 
tea. Further information, con-
tact Helen Fitzgerald on 0400 
041 544.

Family reunion
Descendants of Elfred and 
John Jones and Edwin Hol-
loway. Warrandyte Cafe, 61 
Yarra St, Warrandyte. Satur-

day February 28 at 6-8.30pm. 
Come along and share your 
stories. Contact Helen Fitz-
gerald for more information. 
0400 041 544.

Local Nursery
Have you visited your lo-
cal nursery? Come along on 
Thursdays between 9.30am 
and 12.30pm, or the first Sat-
urday of each month from 
9am-1pm and the first Sunday 
of each month from 2-4pm. 
Purchase all your local native 
plants.

Creative Circle
Budding artists, crafters, po-
ets, knitters, water colourists, 
writers or anyone with a cre-
ative passion, come along to 
the Warrandyte Library for a 
chat and share your work and 
enjoy the creative pursuits of 
others. First Thursday of the 
month, 2-3.30pm. 168 Yarra St, 
Warrandyte. 9895 4250.

Tertiary Award
Sixth annual Stonehouse Gal-
lery Tertiary Ceramic Student 
Encouragement Award. Two 
students from universities 
and TAFE are selected to par-
ticipate in this award which 
is aimed at giving potters of 
the future an opportunity to 
exhibit and have their work 
recognized. Anna Mass, direc-
tor of the Skepsi Gallery, will 
adjudicate, with awards given 
by the Stonehouse and three 
sponsors. Sunday February 8 
-28. Stonehouse Gallery open 
daily 10am-5pm. 9844 3629

Cherry Manders
For those who missed out 
on Cherry Manders studio 
sale, The Colours of 2014, the 
works can still be viewed by 
appointment. 0437 352 761 or 
9844 3895.

Publicise your coming events. 
Items for Buzz about Town are 
welcome. Include full details of 
date, place and time and post to: 
Warrandyte Diary, PO Box 209, 
Warrandyte Vic 3113; or email 
briony@warrandytediary.com.au

RSL offers second night of music
The RSL Bands by the Bridge 
live music sessions are add-
ing the second Friday of the 
month to the calendar. Kicks 
off on Friday February 13 from 
7.30-10.30pm with Riffmasters, 
followed on Sunday February 
22, 4-8pm, with Threezacrowd. 
Friday March 13, Rodeo 
Clowns. BYO food platter 
welcome. Band donation ap-
preciated. Inquiries: 9844 3567 
after 4pm weekdays. RSL Club, 
113 Brackenbury St (enter 
from Mitchell Ave)

Grand gigs
Commencing 8.30pm. Elec-
tric Intent, Friday Febru-
ary 13. Long Gone Daddys, 
Friday February 20. Peter 
Grant, Friday February 27. 
Threezacrowd, Friday March 
6. Peter Grant, Friday March 
13. Also, every Thursday night 
from 8pm, Harry Healy will be 
playing in the public bar.

Carols
A large crowd attended the 
carols in December and $1212 
was raised for the Christmas 
Bowl Appeal. The Warrandyte 
and Park Orchards churches 
wish to thank the community 
for their support.

Pottery Expo
The French are back on the 
riverbank in Warrandyte. Feb-
ruary Saturday 21 and Sunday 
22. Eight French and 50 of Aus-
tralia’s finest ceramic artists, 
present, contemporary and 
traditional ceramics. Encore!! 
February 11-14 at Manning-
ham Art Gallery, MC2, 687 
Doncaster Rd, Doncaster. Soi-
ree, Thursday Feb 19, 6-8pm.

Church Services
Anglican (0423 093 967) and 
Community (9844 4148) 
churches – 10am. Uniting 
(9844 0674) church - 10.15am. 
Park Orchards Cathol ic 
Church (9876 1509) – 10.30am. 
Warrandyte Catholic Church 
every second Sunday 5pm. 

Seeds Kids Church at St. Ste-
phen’s, Stiggants St, Warran-
dyte, commences on Sunday 
March 8 at 10am. Craft activi-
ties, songs, games and stories. 
For more information email 
ststephenswarrandyte@gmail.

January metamorphosis:
City shell sloughed off:
suits, ties, little black dresses, tights 
abandoned. because 
underneath glum uniforms
waiting to emerge 
are summer butterflies – 
Pink and red and green and orange – 
Summer dresses, shorts, shirts spread
their wings. Thongs slap happily. 

But unlike butterflies
who emerge energised, gorgeous
full of flighty excitement,
we emulate the lovely Slow Loris –
slow down, slow melt , slow food
fold, flop, drape, sleep
in and on beaches, lounges, decks
with our Xmas books, holiday movies 
and endless repeats 
of Q I.

We can smell the roses
or resolve to smell the roses, or at least 
watch them, but all the time rose-
blindness 
lurks in a corner of our minds. 
The work corner. It’s still there… 
despite all that Slow Loris waft
it’s there, poised, always there. 
Gone are the days of ‘cover the 
typewriter and lock the drawer.’
Those days of real rest.

Limbo month, world on hold
or upside down.
Quiet coastal towns become 
swarming casinos, bulging 
with fat flesh, shiny purses, tiny shops
chock full of singlets, thongs 
all filling up massive fridges
huge bellies, huge need 
lots of stuff.

Normally bustling inland towns, 
suburbs, empty:
vacated, vacant, vacuous, 
vegging out,
hiding maybe, or sleeping,
in or on couches, beside 
telly drone dead or drunk.
Where is all that panting traffic,
weary schoolkids at bus-stops
heads down, tapping? 

Local haunts shut
shunning shocked patrons
no coffee, library, gym
no friends – all on the beach 
with the plumber, mechanic
fridge repair man
all of whom you need of course 
in January when even the machines
slow down, sleep 
or die.

Pretending to be Slow Loris
Now it’s always with them
Insidious little pocketful. 
Beaches, cafes, walking trails 
all full of Holiday Pretenders 
with work blinking and bleeping
insistently flashing, demanding,
reminding them of their real lives
bustling away in their
bags, briefcases, back packs
pockets.

A pocketful of meetings, agendas
memos, discussion papers,
risk assessments, quotes, appraisals
training schedules, performance 
reviews,
Quality Control, Best Practice…
Sardine trams, coffee on the run,
high heels and stockings
black, black, black.
All twitching in that corner, 
chafing at slow January.

KAREN THROSSELL
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nature
Words and Photos 
by LINDA ROGAN

They also exude a chemical in wax 
form to protect their eggs.

Finally, the CSIROnewsblog 2012 
stated: “Our researchers have re-
cently found the genes that give 
the chemical its anti-microbial and 
anti-cancer properties, and were able 
to replicate the synthesis in the lab. 

“This may one day lead to the 
development of new anti-biotic and 
anti-cancer related products.”

I have to wonder whether funding 
has allowed them to follow up on 

ators, that they are not palatable and 
may even be poisonous. In fact they 
do produce the toxic alkaloids that 
are also produced by ladybeetles 
for defence. This may explain what I 
smelled when I approached closely. 

Plagued by solider beetles

this research in the present political 
climate. 

I haven’t found anything more 
about the research but have found 
a string of 141 comments on the 
blog where people expressed their 
concern about “infestations” in their 
gardens. 

These seem to last up to eight 
weeks but generally less. Sadly some 
people think the thing to do is spray 
them with pesticides, ignoring the 
harm this may do to other creatures. 

However, in cases where some action 
is needed due to the inconvenience 
of having so many insects weighing 
down their garden plants, some 
gardeners have had success at con-
trolling the beetles with a homemade 
solution of phosphate free dishwash-
ing liquid. 

But in most cases, it is just a 
matter of time before they mate 
and disperse having caused far less 
harm than would come from use of 
pesticides. 

T was New Year’s Day, Peter 
and I kept an eye out for cy-
clists as we turned a bend on 
a rough track alongside the 
Yarra River. Something black 

appeared to be coating stems and 
trunks of the shrubs up to head 
height and blackened the ground in 
between. Was it a massive outbreak 
of sooty mould? The infestation 
stretched for 20 metres in every 
direction. 

A bitter smell reached my nos-
trils as I approached and the black 
resolved into a seething mass of 
gun-metal green and orange beetles. 
As they moved I could see the soft 
yellow-orange bodies under their 
hardened forewings. Not hundreds, 
nor thousands of them, there must 
have been hundreds of thousands. 
The largest aggregation I had seen. 
I recognised these as a species of 
plague soldier beetles or green sol-
dier beetles. 

The following day was going to be 
hot and we travelled to Lake Moun-
tain hoping for cooler weather and 
a walk. At the summit, 1433m above 
sea level, the air was full of plague 
soldier beetles. Many had landed on 
flowers where they appeared to be 
supping on the nectar. Some settled 
on my hand where they appeared 
to taste the salty moisture on my 
skin. Some were also observed to be 
mating. So they are not just a lowland 
inhabitant.

Near the end of January, I chose 
a mild day to revisit the site of the 
riverside mob. At first I thought 
they were gone but found a much 
smaller, still dense congregation, 
now extending only about 2m or 3m 
and staying fairly low to the ground. 
A large percent of these were mating 
so I surmised this may be the reason 
for them to collect.

Earlier in the month, several people 
had told me of similar experiences 
along the Yarra and in North Warran-
dyte and I wanted to learn something 
more about these perplexing insects.

That meant going beyond my own 
observations. Wildlife of Melbourne 
revealed that these were mating 
swarms, which concurred with the 
activity I had observed. It mentioned 
that they may also feed on nectar, 
pollen and soft-bodied invertebrates 
and that the larvae are soil-dwelling 
predators of soft-bodied inverte-
brates; so are likely beneficial. From 
a Guide to the Beetles of Australia, I 
learned that their bright yellow or-
ange bodies indicate, to other pred-

Schoolyard scholars

Because of Warrandyte Prima-
ry’s 30-year continued involve-
ment with the association, the 
Rats of Tobruk donated $30,000 
to the school in 2012 to establish 
a patriotic fund. The trust allows 
the school to select one student 
each year “who by reason of 
scholastic ability and promise” 
receives a $1000 scholarship.

The lucky winner in 2014 was 
Lara, who displayed all the qual-
ities the school regarded as wor-
thy for the award.

Meanwhile, Eva was the proud 
winner of the Rats of Tobruk es-
say writing competition. After an 
excursion to the Tobruk House 
earlier in the year, all students were 
allowed an opportunity to write 
an essay on the Rats of Tobruk 
and their involvement in WWII. 
Reg Lawrence, the secretary of 
the Rats of Tobruk Association, 
found judging difficult, selecting Eva 
amongst four others as the overall 
winner. Victors also received $100 in 
recognition of their writing.

By MICHAEL DI PETTA
WHO says you can’t be young and 
wise these days? Certainly not the 
teachers, and pupils, of Warrandyte 
Primary School. In 2014, the school 
recognised the efforts of three young 
Year 6 girls, and each received vary-
ing awards and scholarships for their 
participation in competitions and 
the school environment.

Amelie was the winner of the 
William Everard award, while Lara 
received the Rats of Tobruk schol-
arship, commendations that the 
school has recently begun awarding 
its students. Externally, Eva won first 
prize in the Rats of Tobruk essay 
writing competition.

The William Everard Award, es-
tablished this year by his daughter 
Betty Lynch, recognises students 
who enjoy learning, display potential 
leadership skills and are community 
minded. Betty requested that the 
school grant an award in the memory 
of her late father, who worked on be-
half of Warrandyte Primary in 1924.

After his election to parliament 
in the Evelyn electoral division, 
William lobbied for improvements 
to the school. In recognition of this, 
Betty donated $25,000 to establish a 
student trust. This year, Amelie was 
the recipient of $200 to assist in her 
further education.

Winners: Secretary of the Rats of Tobruk Association Reg Lawrence with 
Eva (above) and scholarship winners Amelie and Lara (right).
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ECENTLY I photo-
graphed my nephew 
Sam jumping from a 
giant rock into the river. 
But this is no ordinary 

rock, it’s Warrandyte’s famous 
diving rock and the picture is an 
evocative reminder of the fun my 
generation had leaping and diving 
off this rock into the inviting water 
of the river over 50 years ago.

The rock hasn’t changed much 
during the past half-century; it’s 
still standing proud in the fore-
ground of my image, mute and un-
moved, just as I remembered it.

Behind it is a backdrop of river 
and gum trees, forever beautiful in 
the morning light. It’s little wonder 
that the Heidelberg impressionists 
chose to capture the natural beauty 
of our riverscape with their brush-
es and oils.

If rocks could talk I guess that this 
one would have some fascinating 
stories to tell about our history 
of gold fever, bushfires and war. 
Of passion and pain and joy and 
love. It could tell us past secrets 
of the many lovers who walked 
hand in hand along the river track, 
stopping beside the rock for their 
first clandestine kiss. (Don’t worry 
readers, your secrets are safe, the 
reliable rock has remained staunch 
and silent and will continue to do 
so).

I reflected that my father had 
probably jumped off that rock too 
and also my grandfather, great 
grandfather and great-great grand-
father. They had all known the 
diving rock well, for my family has 
lived in this town for more than 165 
years.

My great-great grandfather 
William Masterton came to War-
randyte during the gold rush of 
the 1890s. He set up his home on 
Scotchman’s Hill and was busy run-
ning his gold mine and store as well 
as being a handy stonemason and 
keen cricketer. 

His daughter Catherine mar-
ried my great grandfather James 
McAuley, an Irishman who had 
emigrated all the way from County 
Tyrone. One of their twin boys was 
my grandfather Sam McAuley. He 
married Eva Belzer and they set 
up their orchard and stable on a 
block of land opposite the primary 
school.

Life was different from modern 
times in those days. My grand-
parents reared livestock, baked 
their own bread and established 
a market garden for their dinner 
table. There was no electricity for 
cooking, heating or light. It was a 
time when people made their own 
music at special events such as 
births, weddings and wakes. My 
grandfather played the concertina 
and people danced and sang by the 
light of flickering hurricane lamps 
and candles. 

They had six children, Evelyn, 
Gertrude, Jack, Bill, Lillian and my 
father Ralph the youngest. All the 
members of my father’s generation 
have passed away now.

The family suffered many set-
backs over the years, losing their 
home in the devastating Black Fri-
day bushfires of 1939. Three years 
later, during WWII, my uncle Bill 
was shot dead as he led his troops 
across a beach in what was then 
New Guinea. 

My father Ralph came home from 
WWII after serving in the Middle 
East and New Guinea. He met and 
married my mother Patricia and 
built our family home from field-
stone gathered in nearby hills and 
transported back to the building 
site on a horse drawn dray. In due 
course, my sister Sue and I and 
brother James were born and we 
grew up running gloriously free in 
the river valley. 

Our departed treasure
Words and main picture  
by BILL MCAULEY

Our cousins Helen, Norma and Di-
ane Whitehead and Elaine, Rod and 
Bruce McAuley were all educated 
in the stone schoolhouse that was 
built by our great-great grandfather 
William Masterton.

During the ‘60s the winter rain 
turned the river into a muddy tor-
rent that coursed through the val-
ley. Rising above the yellow-brown 
river, the rain- misted hills were 
mostly capped with grey leaden 
skies. Winter months were cold, 
wet and depressing, the dullness 
broken only by local football 
matches, which were the absolute 
highlight.

In summer the ever-dwindling riv-
er ran through forests of tinder dry 
gum trees that shimmered in the 

oppressive heat. Wattle trees were 
laden with bright yellow blossom 
and the sharp scent of eucalyptus 
hung in the hot January air. 

And the diving rock was always 
there.

The river was always the focal 
point of our young lives. We met 
by the river, swam together by the 
river and learned to drink and fight 
by the river. And with a trembling 
heart, when I was still as innocent 
as an angel, I had my first kiss by 
the river.

So much has happened in the 
world since my ancestors first sat 
by the diving rock. The American 
Civil War, the Boer War, Gallipoli, 
WWII, Vietnam and the World Trade 
Center attack. The first motor vehi-

cle, the Wright Brothers’ first flight, 
Federation in Australia, the Great 
Depression, the splitting of the 
atom, man walking on the moon, 
the Beatles, the discovery of pen-
icillin, quantum physics and more 
recently the computer and iPhone.

I would like to dedicate this col-
umn to the past members of my 
family who have spent their living 
years in Warrandyte. May our de-
parted treasure rest in peace. The 
river has always been important 
to us and has somehow helped 
to bring the generations together. 
When my daughter Eva was a little 
girl I walked hand in hand with her 
along the riverbank every Sunday 
morning, just sharing the vibe of 
such a peaceful place. 

Exactly one year to the day after 
my father Ralph died, my sister 
Sue and brother Jamie brought his 
ashes down to the river. With us 
was Jamie’s new baby Sam, who 
was born five days after Ralph had 
passed away and was the grandson 
he never met.

That morning we tipped his ashes 
into the running water near the 
cliffs and in a matter of seconds 
they became one with the main 
body of the water that was rushing 
past us. It was a symbolic act of 
connection and letting go. For me 
the grief of my father’s passing 
was instantly assuaged when his 
ashes dissipated into the swirling 
brown water of the Yarra and began 
their long and winding journey to 
the sea. The sorrow of grief disap-
peared in an instant.

Next week I am bringing my 
granddaughter Mila for a swim in 
the river, a celebratory baptism so 
to speak. I wonder if she will feel 
the connection as I had done, when 
I was her age. She will be the sev-
enth consecutive generation of my 
bloodline to immerse herself in the 
river at Warrandyte. We might even 
go for a dip next to the diving rock, 
if it’s still there.
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some years ago. This has many 
marked passages and is inscribed 
Corporal N. Gunn, Stanrain, Novem-
ber 1916. Little is known of the his-
tory of this book or this soldier (he 
may be an older enlisted man from 
near Ballarat who suffered gunshot 
wounds in France). However, it is 
known that testaments and gospels 
such as these were often given to 
the departing men, either by patri-
otic societies or their families to 
accompany them in the field.

A “housewife” was a very im-
portant item in the soldier’s kit. 
It contained needles, wool and 
thread and enabled him to keep his 
socks repaired (most important) 
and his uniform in good order, an 
essential in the field. The rolled 
kit on display belonged to Private 
Frank Lowe who grew up in North 
Warrandyte. It was gifted to the 
Society by Millie Lee, one of Frank’s 
grandchildren.

A miner and musician, Frank 
Lowe was well known in the dis-

Memories of our war history
By VAL POLLEY

EMORABILIA – those 
small items that hold 
significant memories 
or associations with 
events or people. We 

all have them; often tucked away 
and sometimes forgotten. We may 
rarely give them much thought but 
then, if an occasion arises, hunt 
them out and often find renewed 
meaning in them.

Memorabilia forms a small but 
vital part of the current exhibit at 
the Warrandyte museum and high-
lights the significant place these 
small items can hold. The occasion 
of the centenary of World War I was 
deemed so significant a meaningful 
commemoration was planned by 
the Warrandyte Historical Society. 
An exhibit with a Hall of Honour 
and Warrandyte wartime parlour 
has been set up to honour the men 
who served and also give some 
idea of how life was for those who 
lived in Warrandyte at that time.

However, it is the display case in 
the parlour that is of special inter-
est because it highlights the signif-
icance of small, cherished objects. 
That such items are still treasured 
a century later says a lot about 
their significance. All objects have 
been loaned by Society members 
and behind every item is a story. 
Those stories add to, and person-
alise, the larger story of the war.

There is a small Union Flag. This 
was found amongst others that 
came back from the war. It shows 
signs of wear and tear but is intact 
if somewhat creased and marked. 
The World War I troops fought un-
der three flags: the British Union 
Flag, the Federal Flag (Blue Ensign) 
and the Civil flag (Red Ensign) 
and all are on display in the muse-
um. However, the best indication 
of how the soldiers themselves 
thought of the flags is in the dis-
plays at the Australian War Memo-
rial, where the red ensigns outnum-
ber the blue ensigns in the World 
War I period by about 10 to 1.

Flags can also be seen in the em-
broidered postcards. These beau-
tifully crafted items were hand em-
broidered by the women of France 
and Belgium (hence the sometimes 
odd spelling) to be sold to the 
troops. They often featured flags 
or flowers and contained messages 
and greetings. They were greatly 
treasured by the men who often 
kept them unwritten as souvenirs 
for their girlfriends and family. 

A small red-covered testament 
was gifted to the historical society 

trict. He and his wife Amelia (nee 
Speers) lived in a house ‘Talune’ 
on the site that later became the 
White House at the Warrandyte 
Recreation Reserve. Frank enlist-
ed as an older married man and 
served firstly at Gallipoli and then 
in France. He suffered an injury to 
his arm and was admitted to hos-
pital in France in 1917 returning to 
Australia for treatment of neuritis 
in his right arm before resuming 
his family and community life. 
Many of his descendents still live in 
and around Warrandyte. They are 
proud of his service history and his 
role in the Great War.

NE of Warrandyte’s oldest 
dynasties has come to an 
end after the passing of 
Lawrie Sloan on January 
31. Aged 76, he was the 

last of his generation to reside here 
since his brother Terry passed away 
in 2011. 

The Sloan family has been part of 
local history since the 1850s when 
Lawrie’s great-great grandfather 
James came to live in Warrandyte 
after emigrating from Ireland. 

 Quietly spoken, Laurie was an 
immensely popular man and will be 
greatly missed. He was born with 
Red and White blood in his veins 
and was an absolute stalwart of his 
beloved Warrandyte Football Club. 
His passion for the club showed in 
his face whenever he talked about 
his 65-year association with the WFC. 

The football experience began for 
Lawrie in 1950 when he donned a 
white shirt and ran boundary for 
the local team when he was only 11. 
Three years later he pulled on the red 
and white jumper and began playing 
with the Seconds. 

A true Blood to his last breath

Lawrie was only a skinny kid then 
and got belted around a bit when he 
played up against the fully grown 
men.

He retired from the field at the 
end of the ’63 season and joined 
the committee the very next year. 
It was a very political situation in 
those days and quite a few players 
left the club. Lawrie worked hard to 
resolve the issues and the previously 
disgruntled players returned to the 
fold and re-united into a mighty local 
team winning the 1966 Grand Final. 
The celebrations in the clubrooms 
that night were legendary and well 
remembered. The players and sup-
porters danced joyfully in a giant 
circle with their arms around each 
other and sang the club song well 
into the early hours. 

After nine years on the commit-

tee, Lawrie took over as president 
in 1973, a position he retained 
for a record 11 years. Lawrie told 
The Diary last year that his most 
important contribution to the club 
was introducing the junior football 
competition.

‘The best thing for me was starting 
off the junior football club,” he said. 
“We started the Under 13s in 1974 
and the Under 9s and Under 11s in 
1975. 

Lawrie shared his life and love of 
the footy club with his long time 
partner of 43 years Rose Jackson. 
They have both been great servants 
to the club and Lawrie was very 
proud of the awards that Rose and 
he had won. 

Sadly, Rose passed away two years 
ago after a long battle with breast 
cancer. 

“She was a bloody big fighter,” 
said Lawrie when interviewed by 
the Diary last year, fighting back his 
emotions. 

“They put her in a nursing home 
and she fought the cancer for over 
five years. I miss her, bloody oath I 

Lawrie Sloan (1938- 2015) 

obituary

do, I used to bawl my eyes out at the 
start, don’t worry about that.” 

Lawrie battled a life threatening kid-
ney disease over the past few years 
and attended dialysis session three 
times per week at Box Hill Hospital 

where he finally passed away after 
complications set in after a series of 
operations for his diabetes.

Lawrie Sloan will be remembered 
as a humble man with a real heart. 

We will miss you. 

Words and Pictures by  
BILL MCAULEY

A silk fringed scarf or mat was 
brought back from Egypt by Lieu-
tenant Les Painter of Wonga Park 
(father of local resident Judy Green 
and featured in a recent Diary 
article). After enlisting, Les firstly 
went to Egypt where the Australian 
troops were undergoing training. 
They climbed the pyramids and 
rode camels and visited markets 
where items such as the scarf 
were being sold. Les went on to 
fight, firstly at Gallipoli and then in 
France on the Western Front. Les 
served with distinction and was 
awarded the Military Medal for 
bravery in the field. He married an 
English girl and returned to Victo-
ria and family life. 

The ANZAC medal was issued 
in 1967 to surviving members of 
the Australian Defence Force who 
served on the Gallipoli Peninsula 
during the period from April 1915 
to final evacuation in January 1916. 
The one on display was issued to 
A. Rotherham, father of Ted Rother-
ham, late of Tills Drive. The family 
has a proud war history; with mem-
bers serving in both World Wars as 
Ted served in World War II.

A number of small badges on 
display belong to Margaret Kelly. 
Badges or buttons like these were 
used throughout the war to raise 
funds for specific reasons such 
as the Comfort Funds and Poppy 
Day or; to commemorate specific 
campaigns or regiments. They were 
colourful, inexpensive and extreme-
ly popular.

The napkin ring was brought back 

to Australia by the father of long-
time local resident Shelagh Morton. 
He served throughout the war, from 
Gallipoli to Northern France. This is 
an interesting example of what has 
become known as trench art where 
fragments of metal are turned into 
objects for decoration or use. This 
napkin ring features a shape of the 
Gallipoli Peninsula with the name 
Gallipoli inscribed on it.

The horse bit was gifted by Jo-
anne Rotherham, a previous res-
ident. Her family has featured in 
many past festival parades either 
riding horses or driving a horse-
drawn carriage. This is an Austra-
lian Light Horse bit. The successful 
Battle of Beersheba in 1917 with 
mounted attacks by the Australian 
Light Horse and other mounted 
regiments remains one of the most 
iconic images of the war. 

This eclectic group of items help 
us gain a more personal view of 
the war. These objects, whether of 
monetary value or not, are never-
theless treasured for their associ-
ation and history. Whether part of 
the soldiers’ kit or the medals they 
won or the articles they bought as 
souvenirs or keepsakes for their 
families back home, they have 
been kept over decades. These 
particular items contribute to our 
deeper understanding of that time 
of war. But they also illustrate how 
memorabilia – those small and 
sometimes seemingly insignificant 
items we collect - can nevertheless 
contribute to the whole. So value 
your memorabilia –one day it may 
be significant in ways unseen now.

Warrandyte Historical Society’s 
exhibition War & Warrandyte 
1914-18 is currently showing at 
its museum at 111 Yarra St. Open 
Sat/Sun 2-5pm during summer. 
Support for the exhibit has been 
provided by the Victorian Govern-
ment and the Victorian Veterans 
Council. 

An exhibit... has been set up to  
honour the men who served and also 
give some idea of how life was for those 
who lived in Warrandyte at that time.
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Ross, if you look in any 
magazine or watch any of 
the TV commercials, you 
will see so many diets 
promising to help you 

lose several kilos in as little as a 
week. If you are struggling to lose 
weight, these fad diets can be very 
tempting, but most of them definitely 
are not worth trying. Here are a few 
reasons.

Weight gain
When you try a fad diet, you will 

likely lose a few kilos in a matter of 
days due to a very restricted diet. 
Unfortunately, most of the weight 
is just water weight. Once you stop 
the diet and resume normal lifestyle, 
chances are that you will gain the 
weight back – with a few extra kilos!

Altered metabolism
Fad diets have negative effects on 

your metabolism that may result in 
prolonged weight loss efforts over a 
period of time. Diets such as these 
promote unnecessary restrictions on 
particular food groups (for example, 
carbs) which are an important part 
of our diet and are required for many 
processes within the body. This can 
result in nutritional deficiencies, 
which can causes any number of 
health issues. Due to the often low-
ered metabolism, your weight loss 
efforts will not be as effective as if 
you were to consume a well-balanced 
and wholesome diet. 

Muscle loss
The nutritional deficiencies that fad 

diets can also lead to include health 
conditions like muscle loss. Muscle 
loss is an effect of fad diets because 
most diets are very low in calories. 
If your body isn’t getting enough 
calories it will look for other ways 
to get energy, one of these ways is 
by digesting your muscles. This is 
actually detrimental to weight loss 
because muscles help you burn more 
calories even when you are at rest.

Here’s the big tip. One of the most 
effective ways to lose weight and 
keep it off is not exactly easy or quick 
but by making long-term changes to 
your lifestyle, such as regular exer-
cise and a healthier diet. There’s a 
much better chance of the weight 
staying off, too.

Hi Mark, I am looking to 
lose a few kilos and have 
heard a lot about fad di-
ets. What’s your opinion, 
do you recommend any 
and are there any side 

effects? (Ross, Warrandyte).

Forget the  
fad diets

Ask Mark
Health & fitness advice

THE PINES

screen at WTC and there was plenty 
of fun on-court action at WTC during 
the afternoon. Keep it in mind for 
next year; the club would love for 
locals to join them. 

With Australian Open proceedings 
now over, it’s back to business 
and WTC invite you and your fam-
ily, friends and neighbours to 
the free community Open Day on 
Sunday March 1 from 9am-12pm.  
Held at the Taroona Avenue courts, 
the day is open for all ages and abil-
ities and will feature fun activities 
such as hot shots, social play, cardio 
tennis, mini-nets, targets and barbe-
cue with bar facilities. 

Visit warrandytetennisclub.org.au

the Warrandyte Tennis Club cardio 
mums also went on court at the 
Australian Open, giving cardio ten-
nis worldwide exposure. The cardio 
group, led by coach and WTC pres-
ident Michael Holloway, opened up 
the night session on Margaret Court 
Arena on Day 4 of the Australian 
Open. The ladies demonstrated their 
cardio tennis skills not only for the 
crowd, but also an international audi-
ence. Jacqui Thompson was even for-
tunate enough to toss the coin for the 
Bouchard v Bertens singles match.  
Away from centre court, with the bar, 
barbecue and table tennis between 
games, locals enjoyed watching the 
exciting AO men’s final on the big 

THE Warrandyte Tennis Club Hot 
Shot tennis players were the stars 
of the show on Day 9 of the 2015 
Australian Open. 

Opening up the day’s play on 
Court 3 with a Hot Shots red ball 
demonstration, there were 20 kids 
out on court rallying under the 
watchful eye of club coach Craig 
Haslam. For everyone, especially the 
children, it was a special moment. 
“This is a once in a lifetime experi-
ence for the kids and their families. 
To be on court at one of the four 
Grand Slam events is certainly a 
money can’t buy experience,” Craig 
reflected.

Not to be outdone by their kids, 

WTC’s Hot Shots are Australian Open stars

“I’ve always dreamt of doing a vic-
tory lap and it happened at world 
champs. I was sitting at the top and 
said to my brother, ‘If I win before 
I’m on the podium can you tell me 
before I go?’ So I was sitting there and 
trying to block out all the noise and 
Tim came up to me and he did this 
thing (signaled No.1) to me.

“And I just jumped out of my seat 
and gave him a hug and I said to my 
coach, ‘I’ve always dreamt of doing 
a victory lap but I never thought 
it would actually happen’. He said, 
‘Hey, do whatever you want!’ So I 
just did one air on the half-pipe and 
jumped out onto the deck and went 
down and gave everyone a big high 

yourself down because it can have 
an impact on you mentally. 

“So it was a case of settling down 
and getting the job done, and hope-
fully be standing on top later and it 
all worked out for me fortunately. It 
clicked.”

With his loyal best front, Ghost 
the Husky, Scotty caught up with 
the Diary on the river behind the 
Warrandyte Bakery on Sunday, and 
the born and bred Warrandytian de-
scribed the moment when he knew 
he’d bagged the title as a “crazy 
experience that was exhilarating”.

“To be honest, I didn’t really know 
what to do with myself,” he says, 
laughing. 

By SCOTT PODMORE
WARRANDYTE’S dual Olympian 
snowboarder Scotty James has final-
ly cracked a world title at the tender 
age of 20 after winning the World 
Championship Snowboard Halfpipe 
at the FIS Freestyle Skiing and Snow-
boarding championship in Austria.

“It was a pretty amazing experience 
to win,” Scotty told the Diary on Sun-
day. “It’s super, actually, obviously 
something I’ve wanted to do from 
a very young age. One of the really 
cool things about it is that snow-
boarding’s a very individual sport, 
so I’m obviously out there doing it 
for myself but when you’re out there 
for the world champs you’re also out 
there doing it for Australia as well. 
There really was a great camaraderie 
between us in the team all week and 
then just to win it made me feel very 
patriotic.”

Scotty is the second Aussie man 
to win the title in the half-pipe after 
nailing 91.50 points in his first run of 
the final. He says he was in tip-top 
shape going into the championships, 
despite being nervous.

“It’s a rollercoaster of emotions you 
go through when you’re competing 
at that level, so you obviously think 
about what they’re going to do,” 
Scotty says.

“But at the end of the day I just had 
to worry about what I was doing. I’d 
talked to my coach and we talked 
about having the same game plan 
that I had for qualification. I was 
definitely nervous, and knowing I 
could potentially come away with the 
win meant you have to sort of calm 

Beam me up Scotty
five. 

“I think it’s really cool when people 
come out and cheer us on, so for me 
to give the spectators a high five 
was easy.”

Scotty says although he’s based 
in Colorado and often travelling 
the globe, he says Warrandyte will 
always be home.

“What is there not to love about 
Warrandyte, I’ve lived here my whole 
life, so 20 years now,” Scotty told 
the Diary.

“It’s an amazing little spot and ev-
ery time I get a chance I tell people 
that. One thing I really love about 
it is that it has a very good family 
orientated feel about it – obviously 
I’ve lived here my whole life with my 
family – and being right here on the 
river it’s just an awesome spot.

“It’s so easy to wake up in the morn-
ing and whip down my street, go grab 
a great breakfast and enjoy the place, 
and I don’t plan on leaving any time 
soon, so you’ve got to deal with me 
a bit longer Warrandyte.”

Scotty is kicking back at home in 
Warrandyte this week before heading 
to Japan.

“I’ll head to Japan and get some 
snowboarding in, get some photos,” 
he says. “That really is a culture I 
want to check out. Then there’s the 
US Open coming up at the start of 
March. After that I’ll either come 
back here for F1 or stay over there 
and do this new event called Red Bull 
Double Pipe in Aspen. 

“My calendar is all over the shop 
at the moment,” he says laughing.

Visit www.scottyjames.com.au

Chillin’ at home: World champ 
Scotty james with his husky, 
Ghost. Photo: Lawrence Phelan
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By CLAIRE JONES 
REGISTRATIONS are now open for 
Warrandyte’s favourite fun run, 
Run Warrandyte, held at War-
randyte Reserve at 8am Sunday 
March 1. Thanks to the continued 
support of the Warrandyte Com-
munity Bank and other business 
sponsors, Run Warrandyte is on 
again – and (hopefully) at a time 
when the weather is more condu-
cive to running.

The local community is urged 
to come and join in the fun with 
several event distances for the 
whole family, including the kids 
Under 8s oval dash, supported 
by Crystal Brook Tourist Park. 
The shorter runs include a 2.25 
km run/walk supported by Quin-
ton’s SUPA IGA and a 4km run/
walk supported by Ruby Tuesday 
Jewellery. For the long distance 
lovers, Harding Swift Caravan 
Services are supporting an 8km 
event, while Warran Glen Gar-
den, Gifts, Café are putting their 
name behind the 12km run. Those 
interested can register online at 
www.warrandytesports.com.au 
before February 26 to receive the 
early bird discount, or on the day 
at Warrandyte Reserve, Taroona 
Ave, Warrandyte from 7am.

By MICHAEL DI PETTA
THE Warrandyte sporting communi-
ty is well and truly on a roll following 
a stellar 2014 that saw rising sports 
stars in multiple team and individual 
sports, but it’s time to mark down an-
other name in the form of a budding 
young soccer player – Shelby Green.

Following a standout season play-
ing in the Victorian Women’s Premier 
League for Booroondara, Shelby is 
hot property. Securing the Reserves 
team MVP, Shelby has now earned 
selection for the Girls Victorian NTC 
Under 17s team.

Often playing against adult women, 
this remarkable achievement by the 
14-year-old is made all the more 
impressive when one considers she 
has only played three full seasons 
of football.

“It’s just been great what she’s been 
able to achieve so far,” her father 
David Green says. “She’s had a lot of 
great help along the way, which has 
been fantastic because Shelby is a 
little bit behind the eight ball playing 
against girls who have been playing 
for 10 or so years or more.

“The learning curve hasn’t just 
been evident for her, we aren’t a 
soccer family, so we’ve had to learn 
about it and it’s been really interest-
ing for us to take on advice and learn 
the game.”

Ironically enough, the whirlwind 
journey for Shelby and her family 
– who includes dad David, moth-
er Mary and siblings Marcus and 
Ruby – all began as a result of her 
participation playing basketball for 
Warrandyte Venom.

“Soccer was never her sport, she 
was always a basketball player. But 
three years ago, she and her friends 
put an indoor soccer team together 
as a way of keeping fit,” David said. 
“It turned out she really developed 
a love for it and she was seen at an 
indoor game by someone from Man-
ningham F.C. who invited her to play 
for their girls team.”

From there began a meteoric rise 
in which Shelby’s game developed 
quicker then anybody dared expect. 
With an exceptional mix of size, 
speed and strength for her age, she 
became a powerful presence in her 
division, prompting her promotion 
into the Manningham boys team, via 
special dispensation from the FFV. 

However, that level of play proved 
no more of a challenge for the gifted 
youngster. After being noticed by a 
scout at a school football game for 
the Ivanhoe seniors, Shelby com-
pleted a move to Boroondara in the 
Victorian Women’s Premier League 
and made her debut at just 13.

the Pound Bend area. She is keen to 
recruit new members to the group, 
with a focus on those experiencing 
levels of memory loss or dementia.  
Joint research completed by Alz-
heimer’s Victoria and the Heart 
Foundation, which Jan was in-
volved in, demonstrated that walk-
ing holds multiple benefits for 
people suffering from dementia.  

Nothing like a good walk in Warrandyte

Meet the Green machine

ers conducts sessions every Mon-
day morning in Warrandyte and 
surrounding suburbs, including 
Eltham and Templestowe. Five-year 
leader Brendon Carter has decided 
to move on and the club has wel-
comed a new spearhead, Jan Davies. 
Jan, a Warrandyte resident and 
avid Warrandyte walker for more 
than 40 years, walks regularly in 

By MICHAEL DI PETTA 
WHO among us Warrandytians 
needs a little more exercise in their 
lives? Anyone looking to work off 
that Christmas holidays belly, or 
genuinely be a little more active 
and healthy, have the opportunity 
to join the Warrandyte Walkers. 
A free weekly Heart Foundation 
walking group, Warrandyte walk-

A chance to socialise and partici-
pate in larger groups, prevention of 
muscle weakness and mobility prob-
lems, and reduction of stress and 
anxiety are a handful of the poten-
tial benefits a walk a week can have. 
Anybody requiring more informa-
tion or those who are keen to get 
started can contact Jan on 0414 
223 790.

Get ready  
for the run

Despite being the youngest player 
in the division in 2014, Shelby was 
by no means out of her depth. Due 
to her intense work ethic, she carved 
out a position in the senior side by 
season’s end, even playing in finals, 
after some sterling reserves perfor-
mances.

“I think my strengths on the pitch 

are my decision making and speed, 
but most of all I think it’s my hunger, 
I want to work and be the best out 
there,” Shelby says.

“I know I’ve got to get my skill up, 
I feel like I have good strength and 
athleticism. But because I’m playing 
right wing, or sometimes on the left, 
I’ve got to do some work on my one-

on-one skills.”
After making the difficult decision 

to leave Boroondara for the NTC 
squad, a rigorous process which 
saw over 150 girls trial over a three 
month period, Shelby is in the 
perfect position to hone those said 
skills. Further benefits of playing for 
the NTC squad include eligibility for 

selection into the various Matildas 
teams, the national side for women’s 
football.

“They expect a lot more of you at 
NTC, they want you to work on these 
things by yourself, but also offer you 
really great support,” Shelby said. 
“The coaches are always giving me 
specific things to work on and it’s a 
great place to be, all the players want 
to be there and there is no mucking 
around.” 

However, the NTC coaching staff 
are not the only mentors Shelby 
has had, as she pays credit to many 
individuals who have had a hand in 
furthering her abilities.

“Rachael Quigley, who plays Wom-
en’s League for Melbourne Victory, 
helps me out one-on-one, Mark Gi-
uliani who was my first ever coach 
is responsible for getting me inter-
ested and he’s still interested in my 
game. Other people I can’t leave out 
are Andrew Holmes, Alex Gummer, 
Graeme Smith, Allen Roodhouse, Fil 
Simao and Ashleigh Brown.”

With all these people at her back, 
the sky truly is the limit for Shelby, 
who ultimately aims to play for the 
Matildas with a dream to jet off to 
America via a college scholarship to 
further develop her game. No doubt 
there is a long way to go, but the 
young and gutsy winger may well 
have the game to take Australian 
football by storm.

“I’d love to play like Cristiano Ron-
aldo, he’s a superstar, but I’d have to 
get my skills up first. But right now 
I just love playing against people 
better then me, having to lift to their 
level and learning from them.”

Rising star: Shelby Green 
is going ahead in leaps and 
bounds with the round ball.
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Cleaves, Ayton Dehmel and Chris 
Barry. With centuries scored this 
season by both Cleaves and Barry, 
it’s great to see the boys getting 
reward for time spent every Tues-
day and Thursday in the nets. The 
Second XI continues to experience 
a tough season, with a constantly 
changing structure disallowing 
the squad to find form. With 
two wins from their nine games, 
Warrandyte will go into the final 
month of competition looking 
to maintain its spot in the Steve 
Pascoe Shield for season 2015/16. 
Displaying the fluid nature of the 
game, Warrandyte has had 24 
players this season play at Second 
XI. With only two players having 
played in every game, Warran-

print were against Kilsyth, who sat 
second – a half game ahead of the 
Hawks and Lilydale, who were half a 
game back in fifth.

For the Second XI, playing A Grade 
things look solid, sitting second, 
with an 8-4 record including two 
outright wins. Cam Head with 102no 
and Brett Careedy (59) batted well in 
Round 8, while David Mock 5/11 and 
3/26 and Jacob Janssen 4/9 used the 
ball effectively. Additional notable 
performances include Kale Batten 
making 51no, and bowlers Thomas 
4/28, Mock 4/43 in Round 9, and a 
half century from Josh Exley (53) in 
Round 10. Head (49) and Milne (44) 
with the bat, and Janssen 5/12 and 
2/20, Thomas 2/1 and 4/39 with the 
ball were influential in Round 12. 
Remaining matches are to be played 
against Wantirna (fifth) and Croydon 
Ranges (sixth).

The Third XI is sitting fourth with a 
record of 7-5 in D grade and things ar-
en’t looking too shabby. Liam James 
(40) and Troy Donis 4/13 played 
well in Round 9, while Tim Rule (47) 
and Jakeb Cullen (44) did the job in 
Round 11.

By FRANS BROUWER
As anticipated in the December 
Diary, players are slowly returning 
from injury and overseas trips. As 
a result, the Firsts were able to win 
three of their past five matches, the 
Second XI four out of five (including 
two outright wins), and the Third XI 
three out of five. 

Unfortunately for the club, the 
Fourths won just two out of five and, 
for the first time in at least four seasons 
will almost certainly not play finals. 

The First XI (Wilkins) sits fourth on 
the ladder, with six wins and three 
losses.  Highlights during December 
and January include Nikoda Brooking 
taking a brilliant 3/28 on debut, and 
stunning innings from Steve Garrett 
(63), Josh Barrett (46) and Steve 
Lindsay (41) in Round 6. 

Tom Hall was the talking point in 
Round 7, taking 4/7, while Lindsay 
(56), and Liam Thomas, 5/11 dom-
inated Round 8. In the following 
round, Lindsay notched 99, con-
tinuing his exceptional form, while 
Garrett, with 38 and 5/42, chipped in 
admirably. Remaining matches are to 
be played before the Diary went to 

Solid innings from Jack Hall (62) 
and Rob Cutler (44) were notable 
in Round 12. The games left to be 
played are against Ainslie Park 
(sixth) and North Ringwood (sec-
ond). Fifth-placed Eastfield is a game 
and percentage behind and plays the 
top two teams.

Lastly, for the Fourth XI playing F 
Grade, finals look to be out of reach. 
Sitting sixth, with a record of 5-7, 
they are two games plus a substantial 
percentage behind fourth. Andrew 
Walker made a solid 51 in Round 8, 
Darren Johnson impressed with 152 
in Round 9. Most recently, Hartrup 
blasted 107no and Matt Falkingham 
took 4/43 with the ball in Round 12. 
Remaining matches are scheduled 
against North Ringwood (third) and 
Warranwood (seventh). 

As mentioned in the last report, 
junior co-ordinator Matt Fasan was 
disappointed that two teams were 
demoted after grading games. Since 
then, both teams have won every 
game.

U16-2 sit first, with five wins, in-
cluding one outright, no losses and 
one bye. Adam Johnson (83), Mike 

dyte hopes to finish the season off 
with increased stability.

The silver lining of the season 
will be the continued opportunity 
to develop young talent. Young 
skipper Luke Warren has being 
rewarded for his faith in Tim and 
Mark Baker, future leader candi-
dates within the club.

Notable highlights have been 
from stalwart Dale Landers, in-
cluding a brilliant 117 not out 
in the first one-day match of the 
year. Meanwhile, the Third XI 
continues its strong season and 
looks to have secured its position 
in the finals via strong form with 
the ball. Cameron Day’s men 
have tough competition and a 
top two position will be vital for 

South Warrandyte Hawks bouncing back

Bloods in top position

Gibbons (73), James Fasan (43no) 
all made knocks in Round 5, while 
Mark Baker (46), Max Lowther (66), 
Fasan (65), Darcy Church (98 no) and 
Gibbons (62 no) all did the business 
in Round 6.

U14-3 also sit first with five wins, 
no losses and one washout. Declan 
Mulqueen and Jordan Milne made 
68no and 39no respectively in Round 
5, while Jackson Braunthal (59no) 
and Nick Walker 5/18 were the stars 
of Round 6. 

The U12-3 currently sit fifth with a 
record of 4-4. Three Hawks juniors 
were also selected for RDCA repre-
sentative sides, in a great display of 
the club’s talent.

Mark Baker was picked for the U16 
Beitzel Shield (Turf), while Jordan 
Milne earned selection for the U12 
Keith Mitchell Shield.

Nick Walker, who won Player of the 
Carnival as voted by umpires, made 
the U14 Des Nolan Cup side.

The Veterans experienced a slight-
ly strange predicament in Round 
5. As both teams were playing 
Wonga Park at home, the clubs 
agreed to play a double-header at 

Colman Park with the O40s getting 
up early to start at 9am, and the 
O50s delaying their start to 1.30pm.  
The clubs hope next season’s fix-
tures will allow both matches to be 
played simultaneously on Wonga 
Park’s two grounds. 

In Masters Division 4, the Over 40s 
sit equal first while the Over 50s sit 
sixth in Legends B.

On the social side of things, the 
combined Christmas Party and Ju-
nior T20 intra-club on December 13 
was once again an outstanding suc-
cess. At time of writing, Trivia Night 
on February 7 was eagerly awaited. 

Planning is underway for a Spon-
sors’ Lunch on February 21, followed 
by a fundraiser for the Community 
Fund, established after much hard 
work by club stalwart Paul Foley.

Finally, past and present local iden-
tities, including relatives of the late 
John Colman after whom the club’s 
headquarters are named, are busy 
planning a Back to South Warrandyte 
function for Sunday March 1 at Col-
man Park. The historical societies of 
Warrandyte and Ringwood will set 
up displays inside the rooms.

By RYAN HOIBERG
WARRANDYTE’S First XI side has 
continued its dominant season 
with an 8-1 record, giving the side 
a three game gap on top of the Bill 
Wilkins Cup. Warrandyte headed 
into the Christmas break with 
strong momentum and the Bloods 
have continued their winning 
ways, including victories in both 
one-day games. 

Warrandyte has historically 
been very strong with the ball, 
fielding an excellent crop of 
bowlers over the past few de-
cades. However, it has been War-
randyte’s steady batting line up 
standing up this season, allowing 
the bowlers to attack the opposi-
tion. 

Most noticeable right now is the 
form of player-coach Jake Sher-
riff. Sherriff has taken on the role 
as coach of the senior team and is 
clearly leading by example. Aver-
aging 37 with the bat, including 
two half centuries, he has also 
taken 42 wickets with the new 
ball. Highlighted by the Victorian 
Cricket Academy for his recent 
form, Sherriff took 10 wickets 
across two innings including a 
9/34 against Croydon Ranges, 
and remarkably followed that up 
a few weeks later with overall 
figures of 11/72 against Chirnside 
Park. Unsurprisingly, Warrandyte 
won both matches outright and 
while it has been a team effort, 
Sherriff deserves strong recog-
nition for his contributions. War-
randyte has also enjoyed strong 
offerings with the bat from Justin 

the team’s chance of glory. War-
randyte has been very happy to 
see Day return to form, who has 
currently scored the most runs 
for the season. Mitchell Canham, 
John Prangley, David Molyneux 
and Chris Jackson have provided 
additional contributions. Some of 
these older heads have displayed 
solid all-round ability, including 
a 5/20 and 70 for Canham in the 
most recent two-day game at East-
field. Warrandyte can credit its 
strong position to the form of the 
bowlers, with Prangley pitching 
in another 18 wickets already this 
season and Jackson with 12.

The Fourth XI is entrenched in 
a tough position battle, sitting 
right on the border of the Ann 
Pascoe Shield. They will rely on 
the experienced heads of Nathan 
Croft and Brett Kline who hold 
more records than seemingly pos-
sible at the club. Croft and Kline 
continue to ignore father times 
calls, constantly delivering in a 
team made up of seasoned players 
and juniors being introduced to a 
higher level of the game. 

Skipper Dylan Burns has been 
intelligent, finding wickets and 
runs from different sources, with-
out failing to ensure he has had 
plenty of the ball himself. Burns 
has shuffled his batting line-up, 
and will hope that his strong team 
will fight out the games heading 
into March. 

The Fifth XI has had a mixed 
year with four wins from 10 
games, but continue to develop 
a strong pool of players for the 

higher grades. Warrandyte must 
credit a mixture of veterans who 
have occasionally stepped in to 
support the team, but have had 
some great performances from 
skipper Andrew Thomas, Greg 
Warren, Graham Rees and Peter 
Hanson. 

Warrandyte faced Montrose in 
the RDCA Saxon Sports 20/20 
semi-final on February 3 after 
this cricket report was filed to 
compete for a spot in the grand 
final. Warrandyte had lost only 
one of its six games in the shorter 
format and had found a real flair 
for the game, with the young team 
constantly posting high scores. 
Young stars Aryton Dehmel, Jake 
Sherriff, Chris Barry and Daniel 
Barry played every game of the 
short season, with Dehmel’s 178 
runs topping the league average, 
including 11 sixes and 17 fours. 

In addition to the convention-
al matches it has been playing, 
Warrandyte hosted an inaugural 
six-a-side competition in late Jan-
uary at the Warrandyte Cricket 
Ground. This internal tournament 
was another great step forward 
for the club bringing together the 
junior, senior and veteran squads 
to ensure the close knit communi-
ty continues to grow stronger. 

This tournament had mates 
against mates, with two members 
from each respective side playing 
alongside each other. With six 
internal teams playing, it was a 
fantastic day of cricket with plen-
ty of friendly competition over 
Australia Day weekend.

Top effort: Dave Mooney has played 300 games.
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By TAYLOR PADFIELD                                                                                                                           
WITH just a couple of months un-
til footy season is underway, the 
Warrandyte Junior Football Club is 
keenly awaiting the season opener 
on April 12.

The coaches for Warrandyte Junior 
Football Club include: Mark Papez 
for the Under 10s, Travis Reddaway 
for the U11s, and James Yoffa will 
head the U12s. Owen Humphris takes 
charge of the U13s, Aidan Boyd the 
U14s and Eugene Hansen leads the 
U15s. Former AFL footballer Mark 
Trewella is the coach for the U17s 
Colts, who have already commenced 
their pre-season training for the year.

The coaches for the Under 8s and 
Under 9s will be appointed closer to 
the season’s start. 

The club officially launches its 
pre-season training on February 22 
with the annual team-building day at 
the Challenge Valley Obstacle Course 
at Clifford Park in Wonga Park. The 
course consists of 24 obstacles 
stretched out along a one-kilometre 
track through dense bush. 

Players will need to demonstrate 
teamwork, strength and agility to 
overcome the obstacles and haz-
ardous mud, while coaches will be 
pushing the teams to improve upon 
last year’s time. 

Extremely successful last year, the 
team-building day again aims to form 
bonds and help acquaint players 
with their teammates. 

There have also been some chang-
es mandated by the AFL to the junior 
football leagues. 

In previous years there has been 
one age group known as “Tack-
ers”, which consisted of children 
under the age of nine. This format 
has been altered. Tackers have 
now been divided into two age 
groups: Under 8s and Under 9s.  
While Tackers previously played on 
a full sized ground with teams made 
up of 18 players similar to a standard 
AFL game, new ground and team 
sizes will be implemented. 

U8s and U9s will now play on a 
smaller sized ground, and the outfits 
will have 12 and 15 players per side 
respectively. The outcome of these 
games will still be focusing on par-
ticipation with no official scoring. 
The policy in U10s has also been 
amended, no longer recording a 
match score. 

With an exciting and promising 
year ahead, the president of the War-
randyte Junior Football Club, Greg 
Swedosh, says he is looking forward 
to a revamped environment.

“Having spent the last year’s 
pre-season training with containers 
as makeshift club rooms, it is great 
to be entering 2015 with a great 
new completed facility,” Greg says. 
“It will allow for our teams to have 
a much smoother build up to the 
season. Coaches won’t need to 
fossick through the cricket gear to 
find the equipment they need for 
their sessions and players will have 
somewhere to get changed.” 

“While we made do last season, 
there was a good amount of disrup-
tion in preparation,” Greg explains.

“This season the club will be look-
ing to focus a lot more on both coach 
and player development. Level 3 AFL 
coach Brian Cartwright, who is also 
the high performance coach at the 
Northern Knights TAC Cup team, will 
be putting together some training 
sessions for our coaches. For our 
players, the club is kicking off the 
season by subsidising a preseason 
program with our partners Dynamic 
Footy Skills.

“This will be a great way for the 
boys to get back into the footy sea-
son. And of course we have our of-
ficial season launch at Clifford Park, 
where the boys will be reunited with 
their teammates and will be working 
together as a team to complete the 
Challenge Valley Obstacle Course.” 

Last but not least, the club wants 
to see fresh bodies ahead of the 
season’s beginning. “We’d love to 
see some new faces down at the club 
this season, so we welcome players 
in any of the age groups to come on 
down to WJFC for a game of football.” 

Visit www.warrandytejfc.org

Junior Bloods 
ready to roll in 
season 2015

By BRIGITTE EASTON                                                                                                           
PARK Orchards BMX Club recent-
ly hosted Round 5 of BMX Victo-
ria’s Track Attack Series where 
nearly 400 riders took part in six 
grueling race meets over a period 
of nine days. Many local riders 
placed well on the day. The club 
is now making preparations for 
the next major open event Clash 
of the Titans, to be held on March 
7-8. Spectators are welcome. Go to 
popbmx.com.au for more details.

Photo: IAN ‘Dugga’ MCLEAN

WARRANDYTE swimmer Matt 
Gilling finished off 2014 on a  
fantastic note when he won the  
Anglesea 2.5km Rock2Ramp 
Ocean Swim held on December 
30.

Winning the Porthole Cup was a 
sweet victory for Matt after finish-
ing in second place the previous 
year. He also completed the 1.2km 
swim finishing in fourth place 
which was an outstanding effort.                                         

The Rock2Ramp is a major fund-
raising event for the Anglesea 
Surf Lifesaving Club with the most 
recent swim being the 20th annu-
al event with races held in several 
categories.

The event was held in challeng-
ing conditions with 1-1.2m waves 
at the start line with a decent 
swell rounding the point giving 
swimmers some grief on the back 
leg. These conditions were a sig-
nificant improvement from earlier 
in the day where the adverse con-
ditions caused delays in setting 
the race course resulting in a 30 
minute delay in race start times.

The Porthole cup is offered in 
an effort to raise awareness of 
prostate cancer with prizes being 
presented to the first threes place-
getters of the men’s and women’s 
2.5km events by James Garland 
CEO of the Australian Prostrate 
Cancer Research Organisation 
(visit www.prostratecancer 
research.org.au)

Riders 
making 
tracks 

Winner: Matt Gilling. Photo: emma 
@ paper rose photography.

Matt 
claims
Porthole 
cup

Venom power 
is on display

day will run from 10am–4pm with 
the two males sides playing in the 
morning and the two female sides in 
the afternoon. 

There will be a barbecue, face 
painting and opportunities to meet 
players and buy season member-
ships for entry to Big V home games 
for the 2015 season.

game for the Youth Boys going into 
the upcoming Big V season. 

This Sunday (February 15) will 
be a huge day for the club with the 
inaugural Big V Family Day. 

This acts as a great chance for the 
Warrandyte community to come out 
and see all four teams in action on 
the one day. Entry is free and the 

By NICOLE HOWARD
THE New Year welcomes a full sched-
ule for all concerned at Warrandyte 
Basketball.

The largest junior tournament 
in the southern hemisphere, the 
Eltham Dandenong Tournament, 
was held across the Australia Day 
weekend with 26 Warrandyte teams 
entered. This tournament is espe-
cially key in providing a weekend 
of development after the relaxation 
over the summer holidays. All teams 
performed well with eight teams 
reaching semi finals and four sides 
progressing to grand finals. 

Out of these four grand finalists, 
there were two eventual champion-
ship wins by the Under 20 girls and 
the Under 10 girls. The Under 10 
group was entered as a development 
side made up of Under 8 and Under 
10 Redbacks players, and these 
young girls were able to display how 
bright the future is for Warrandyte 
Basketball.

Additionally, the club has plenty on 
at the Warrandyte Sports Complex 
in the coming weeks. This Sunday 
gone and next Sunday the stadium 
will play host to the first games for 
the 2015 Big V sides.

Yesterday the ‘Eastside Mitsubishi’ 
Venom Youth League Men welcomed 
the Australian Goannas Deaf Team 
for a match. It served as an ex-
cellent warm up for the Goannas, 
preparing for major international 
competitions, and as a pre-season 

Pocket rocket patrol: The Venom junior girls were on fire. Pictures: Gareth Dickson

On the drive: Jade Grybas storms down the court for Venom.
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