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“I love deadlines. I like the whooshing sound  
as they fly by”

— Douglas Adams

GOLDFIELDS
PLAZA

No 481, December 2014   ❂  For the community, by the community       Editorial & Advertising: 9844 0555   Email: info@warrandytediary.com.au

Chapman Gardner
B U I L D E R S

Jason Graf
Registered Building Practitioner

0418 654 555
Office: 9728 8477  Fax: 9728 8422

jason.graf@chapmangardner.com.au
www.chapmangardnerbuilders.com.au

Established 1977

SUPERSOIL
GARDEN CENTRE

✆ 9844 3329
1 Mahoneys Crt, Warrandyte

OPEN 6 DAYS
Mon–Fri 7am–5pm
Saturday 8am–5pm

BUSH MULCH 
$25m3

INSIDE

l A Royal victory in 
our amazing first ever  
Cook-up. See all the  
winners on P18-19

l Sarah hangs up  
her Warrandyte  
Community Bank 
chairman boots. P8

l Warrandyte Festival  
drinks boy to a win at 
the ARIAS. This bloke 
is a lucky ‘Duk’. P22

Merry Christmas
Anderson’s Creek Primary School Grade Sixers Jordan, Tayah, Alicia C, Roxy and 

Alicia H get into the Christmas spirit at the school’s annual Christmas  
carols night. The Warrandyte Diary wishes all our readers a Merry Christmas 

and a safe and happy new year! The Diary returns in February.
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Christmas goes pear-shaped
living with
The Trotts

The Warrandyte Diary was established in 1970 as a small local newsletter. Although it has 
developed over the years, it has retained its strong community character, being produced 
mostly by volunteers with only one aim: to serve its community. Financed solely through 
advertising, it guards its not-for-profit, non-commercial status and its independent voice. The 
Diary carries a strong editorial bias towards the people, environment and character of the 
place it serves. Its monthly circulation is 4000 copies and it is available in Warrandyte, North 
Warrandyte, South Warrandyte, Park Orchards, Wonga Park, Warranwood, North Ringwood, 
Kangaroo Ground and Research. 

EDITOR: Scott Podmore, 9844 0555
PUBLISHER: Warrandyte Diary Pty Ltd   
(ACN 006 886 826 ABN 74 422 669 097)  
as trustee for the Warrandyte Arts and Education Trust
POSTAL ADDRESS: P.O. Box 209, Warrandyte 3113
ADVERTISING & ACCOUNTS: Briony Bottarelli, 9844 0555
DIARY OFFICE: Community Centre, 168-178 Yarra Street, Warrandyte, 9844 0555
EMAIL ADDRESS: info@warrandytediary.com.au
EMAIL SPORT: (Michael Di Petta) mikey_dipetta@hotmail.com
WEBSITE: www.warrandytediary.com.au
FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/warrandytediary
PRODUCTION: Rachel Schroeder
PRINTING: Streamline Press Pty Ltd, 155 Johnston Street, Fitzroy
Published on or about the second Tuesday of each month (except January).

ADVERTISING RATES
$6.70 a column centimetre. One col width: 40mm. Two col width: 84mm.  
Full Page 260x360mm, $840 colour plus GST $924, $693 b&w plus GST $762. 
Half Page 260x175mm $556 colour plus GST $612, $462 b&w plus GST $508. 
Quarter Page 129x175mm vertical or 260x85mm horizontal, $304 colour plus 
GST $335, $252 b&w plus GST $277. $84 front page “ears”. Preferred posi-
tions: Page 1 100%, Page 2 30%, Page 3 20%, other nominated pages 10%. 
Mini-ads: $10 for five lines (30 characters per line), then $1 each additional 
line. Mini-ads pre-paid unless otherwise arranged.

Readers are advised that the Warrandyte Diary accepts no responsibility for financial, health 
or other claims published in advertising in this newspaper. Responsibility for election and 
referendum comment in this issue is accepted by Scott Podmore.

HOURS 
Tues–Sat: 11am–5pm

Sundays: 12noon–5pm

OUR NEWSPAPER

NEXT ISSUE
Next issue of the Diary will be published on Tuesday, February 10, 2015. Advertising 
and editorial copy closes Friday, January 30, 2015.

A SPECIAL PLACE
Warrandyte (approximate population 8000) is situated on the Yarra River, some 27km from 
Melbourne. For countless ages a well-stocked hunting ground of the Wurundjeri people, 
in 1851 Warrandyte became the site of the first official gold discovery in Victoria. It soon 
established its character as a small, self-sustaining community set in a beautiful river valley. 
Around 1900 the miners, orchardists and tradespeople were joined by a number of young 
painters who were founding the Australian nationalist arts tradition. Now a commuter suburb 
of Melbourne, the natural beauty, community spirit and sense of independence of Warrandyte 
has been largely retained. This newspaper is the voice and true expression of that spirit.

OVER THE HILLS By JOCK MACNEISH

“…I texted her, please, Carol, 
no more birds! The council 
have had complaints about 
the noise and I’m going to be 
in the Diary tomorrow. Only 
instead of Diary I typed Dairy 
and next morning eight strap-
ping farm girls turn up with 
buckets and stools to help 
with the milking!

“I said, Carol, I’m lactose 
intolerant, I can’t be party to 
this sort of thing any more, 
but all she hears is party and 
before you can say Frosty 
the Snowman we’re up to our 
necks in dancing girls and 
lord-only-knows-who leaping 
all over the place to more 
pipers and drummers than the 
Edinburgh Tattoo! 

“I was desperate! I said, Car-
ol, I loved the birds, the party 
was a hoot and the milkmaids 
had us line dancing till the 
cows came home, but I can’t 
help thinking that somehow 
it’s all gone a bit pear-shaped. 
I wonder if our relationship 
is going too fast. Could we 
maybe slow things down a bit?

“Well, do you think that 
didn’t put the cat among the 
turtle doves!”

Just then there was a knock 
on the door. Neville opened it 
and a group of children from 
Anderson’s Creek Primary 
School started singing “On 
the twelfth day of Christmas 
my true love gave to me...” 
and wondered why the man 
slammed the door in their 
faces.

ALAN CORNELL

was flat out building an aviary 
for the 10 little bird-brains 
here already. So the next day 
she gave me a ring...”

“Bl ink in ’  phone never 
stopped!” sneered Gran.

“…maybe five rings, and 
says while you’re at it can you 
dig a bit of a pond because I’ve 
got some geese for you. So I 
dug a pond, a nice big one, 
in what used to be the rose 
garden...”

“Not big enough!” said Gran. 
“Six goose bums have barely 
hit the water when a skyfull of 
swans start dive bombing the 
thing. Pretty soon the geese 
are laying all round the garden 
and the swans have taken over 
the pond, the bath and there’s 
a cygnet doing laps of the bowl 
in the loo!”

“So romantic,” cooed Cin-
namon.

“Romantic my arse,” said 
Gran. “Day after that she sent 
chooks. Three prissy little 
madams going clerk, clerk, 
clerk all over the place.”

“They were French,” said 
Neville.

“Chicken shit is chicken 
shit,” said Gran. “I was still 
cleaning it up next morning 
when the canaries arrived.”

“Calling birds.”
“Call ’em what you like, 

there were more birds in our 
living room than a Hitchcock 
thriller.”

“So what did you do?” asked 
Jasper.

“I sent Carol a note and 
begged her to give me a 
break,” said Neville. “Told her I 

H Y  d i d 
S c r o o g e 
buy every-
one birds 
for Christ-

mas?” asked Jasper. “Because 
they were going cheap!”

Everybody moaned – it was 
a Christmas Cracker joke after 
all – but Neville moaned the 
loudest, like he was in genu-
ine pain.

“Ghost of girlfriends past,” 
sighed Gran. 

“Carol Culpepper,” moaned 
Neville.

“Worked in a pet shop,” said 
Gran. “Mad as a snake. Like all 
his girlfriends.”

“Thanks very much!” said 
Narelle.

“Sent him a budgie for 
Christmas,” went on Gran.

“How did she wrap it?” asked 
Jasper.

“It wasn’t a budgie,” said 
Neville, “it was a partridge.” 

“Whatever,” said Gran. 
“Sounded like a postie bike go-
ing up Melbourne Hill Road.”

“What a lovely present!” said 
Cinnamon. “I do hope you told 
her you liked it.”

“Of course I did,” said Nev-
ille. “I was most enthusiastic.”

“Big mistake,” said Gran. “A 
pigeon arrived next day.”

“Turtle dove,” said Neville. 
“Two of them.”

CFA
CFA Regional  
Headquarters 

8739 1300

FIRE NUMBERS
Warrandyte  

CFA 
9844 3375

North Warrandyte 
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9722 1463

FIRE AND EMERGENCY:  000
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Brian Spurrell FCPA (local resident) and associate  
Hien Hoang CPA guarantee personalised attention 

to all accounting/tax requirements and business advice.

We will visit you.

Personalised Taxation & 
Accounting Services Pty Ltd
Certified Practising Accountants

PO Box 143, Warrandyte, 3113   
T:  9844 2409 or 0412 011 946 
E:  info@ptasaccountants.com.au

“We are the accountants who care”

We wish you all compliments of the season
If you are buying a new car or other asset,  
speak to us before you purchase to ensure 
appropriate taxation planning is in place.

DEAD, DANGEROUS & LARGE TREE SPECIALIST
tree removals – tree pruning & surgery 

stump removal – storm damage – prompt reliable service 
free quotes and advice – 24 hour service

fully insured – experienced climber

BEN  0417 364 178 – Qualified arborist
Your local service provider for 15 years 

so that this great community partner-
ship work can flourish even further.”

Aaron Farr, in his address as in-
coming chairman, told the audience 
he has “some very large footsteps to 
follow” and in doing so looks forward 
to embarking on his new role.

“In continuing the role of chair-
man I look forward to leading our 
community bank in building on the 
foundations set in place,” Aaron said.

“With continued and ongoing 
growth, the Warrandyte Community 
Bank will be well placed to contribute 
more financially to the community 
into the future.”

Also in attendance were the bank’s 

Not your everyday bank
Warrandyte Community Bank notches up $1.7m in community grants

By DEANNE DICKSON
SHAREHOLDERS and representatives 
from organisations in Warrandyte 
and surrounds filled the Mechanics 
Institute Hall last month for the 
Warrandyte Community Bank’s 
annual general meeting and official 
announcements of grants and schol-
arships.

A total of $377,000 was allocated 
to almost 70 groups to go towards 
projects, community programs and 
infrastructure within the commu-
nity. Warrandyte Community Bank 
has now returned an incredible $1.7 
million in grants and sponsorships 
since its inception in 2003. 

With an upbeat energy in the room 
there was a strong sense of grati-
tude expressed to outgoing chair 
Sarah Wrigley. Many of the grants 
and sponsorship recipients thanked 
Sarah for the years of dedication and 
commitment she had made to the 
program and the bank itself.

One very happy recipient was War-
randyte High School, which received 
$25,000. In a joint submission with 
the Lions Club of Warrandyte, the 
school had sought funding to asphalt 
the car park behind the school bas-
ketball stadium.

Dr Stephen Parkin, principal of War-
randyte High School, thanked Sarah 
for her “significant contributions to 
the Warrandyte community and to 
the learning experiences of students 
at Warrandyte High School”. 

Other major projects to receive a 
community grant or sponsorship 
included funding to acquire an 
inflatable rescue boat for Manning-
ham SES.  Greg Mitchell, controller 
of Manningham Unit SES said it was 
a “great privilege” working with our 
community bank on the project.

“The understanding and support 
given by Sarah and Mark (Challen, 
bank manager) to our unit to help us 
replace a very old rescue boat was 
outstanding,” Greg said.

“Because of the Warrandyte Com-
munity Bank’s efforts and dedication 
to the community, I was honoured 
to collect a cheque at the AGM to 
purchase a new rescue boat that will 
support our local community and the 
larger Victorian community for many 
years to come.”

Manningham SES provides rescue 
services for a large part of the Yarra 
River from Wonga Park to Dight’s 
Falls and requires two rescue boats 
on the water in any situation.

Also in attendance was Manning-
ham Community Health’s Jenny 
Jackson, who said Manningham 
Community Health Services was 
thrilled to partner with Warrandyte 
Community Bank to support the 
mental wellbeing of young people in 
the greater Warrandyte area. 

“As CEO of the not-for-profit health 
service, I am constantly delighted to 
see the wonderful work of our local 
Bendigo Bank branches in bringing 
all members of the community to-
gether in such a meaningful way for 
the benefit of the whole community,” 
Jenny said. “Being present at the 
AGM was yet another opportunity 
to observe genuine community part-
nership and I urge all Manningham 
community residents to support 
their local Bendigo Bank branches 

scholarship recipients, Gabrielle 
Mitchell (2013), Mitchell Dawson 
(2014), Nik Henkes (2014) and Joshua 
McMullen (2014). 

Josh said the scholarship had 
helped him immensely with tertiary 
studies.

“It took off a lot of stress normally 
associated with the beginning of a 
year at university with purchasing 
textbooks and other supplies, and 
helped me cruise on in to my year 
of study with a positive attitude,” 
Josh said.

“It’s not your everyday bank!”

SARAH SAYS FAREWELL, Page 8

Hands up who loves Warrandyte Community Bank: Staff, directors and grant recipients at Warrandyte Community Bank’s AGM

Warrandyte Community Bank’s Mark Challen and outgoing chairman Sarah 
Wrigley present Manningham SES representatives Gary Birkett and Greg 
Mitchell with a cheque.

positioned in the courtyard of the 
Goldfields Shopping Centre and, 
abracadabra, it’s suddenly there! 
The Lions were happy to assist 
and Sam Mechkaroff recently 
helped with the Giving Tree and 
decorations.

Monica Luttick got into the spirit 
of things and jumped into the 
sleigh with Nieta for a Diary photo 
opportunity.

The process is easy – simply 
pop in and grab a tag from the 

tree, fill out the details, buy a 
gift for a child less fortunate and 
return it to the White Owl Café. 
The cut off date is December 20. 
The gifts are then passed on to 
Warrandyte Housing and Support 
Service who put together hampers 
for those in need this Christmas.

“I really hope parents can get 
their kids involved, too, and teach 
them that Christmas is about 
giving as much as it is about 
receiving,” Nieta told the Diary.

A giving tree for those in need
WARRANDYTE’S 
community is no 
doubt a thoughtful 
one – just look at 
results from recent 
fundraisers such 
as the Fireball and 
the Stevensons 
Appeal for proof of 
that – and now a 
local has teamed 
with the local Lions 
to create a new 
concept for the 
festive season.

Nieta Manser 
recently 
approached 
Warrandyte Lions 
about the idea 
of a Christmas 
Giving Tree 
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The same night thieves also 
smashed a window of a café in 
Park Road in Park Orchards where 
an iPhone, bottles of alcohol and a 
small amount of cash was stolen.

In the early hours of Monday No-
vember 29 a fish and chips shop in 
Wonga Park was targeted by thieves 
who gained entry to the premises by 
smashing an aluminium door with a 
fire hydrant cover. It is possible the 
offenders were disturbed as nothing 
was stolen.

Some time between November 22 
and 23, thieves gained entry to a 
house in Flannery Court, Warran-
dyte, by forcing a door of a locked 
garage. A large amount of water 
skiing equipment was stolen.

Anyone with information relat-
ing to these burglaries is asked to 
contact the Manningham CIU on 
8841 3945, or information can be 
provided anonymously to Crime 
Stoppers on 1800 333 000.

 

In last month’s Diary, Detective 
Senior Sargent Matt Volk asked 
residents to ensure their cars are 
locked, all items of value are re-
moved and that nothing of value is 
left on display. 

Unfortunately for several resi-
dents this warning still isn’t getting 
through and as a result, unlocked 
cars continue to be targeted by 
thieves. 

The best approach to dealing with 
crime is to prevent it in the first 
place, and he again reminds resi-
dents that crime prevention starts 
with you.

With Christmas holidays fast ap-
proaching, now is the time to make 
sure you take responsibility for 
security of your cars, houses and 
any other property to minimise your 
chances of being a victim of crime. 

If you see anything or anyone who 
appears suspicious by their presence 
or behaviour call police on 000 at any 
time of the day or night. Police will 
do their best to attend at the first 
available opportunity to respond to 
your report. 

Both marked and unmarked police 
vehicles regularly patrol local areas 
but police can’t do it alone. Detective 
Sargent Volk reminds residents that 
with the local community working 
effectively with police, we can all do 
our best to ensure that Warrandyte 
and surrounding suburbs remain 
such great places to live.

ON the evening of Sunday Novem-
ber 2 an offender entered a house 
through an unlocked door in Homan 
Court, South Warrandyte, and stole 
a significant amount of jewellery. The 
occupants of the house were not at 
home at the time.

 

Sometime overnight between 
November 7 and 8, jewellery and 
a hand bag was stolen from two 
unlocked vehicles parked at a prop-
erty in Toppings Road, Wonga Park.  
A third vehicle in the driveway, 
which was locked, was not targeted. 

 

At about 4.45pm on Friday No-
vember 7, a 17-year-old male stole a 
bottle of vodka from the Wonga Park 
Cellars on Yarra Road. He was con-
fronted by the shopkeeper outside 
the store and with the assistance 
of members of the public who were 
nearby, the male was held until 
police arrived and arrested him. He 
has been charged with theft and will 
appear at the Ringwood Children’s 
Court in early December.

 

Sometime between November 7 
to 11, entry was gained to a house 
in Betton Crescent in Warrandyte 
where a laptop computer and pass-
port were stolen. In the process of 
moving out of the property, it is pos-
sible the house was left unlocked 
by the owner.

 

Some time around November 10, 
a resident in Melbourne Hill Road 
left her car unlocked in the drive-
way of her property.  An offender 
has opened the unlocked car and 
stolen a bag containing hairdressing 
equipment.

 

Overnight on Sunday November 
16 a fire hydrant cover was thrown 
through the window of a café in 
Jumping Creek Road, Wonga Park, 
to gain entry. A small amount of 
cash was stolen.

The cafe was targeted a second 
time, overnight in the early hours of 
Friday November 26, when, again, 
a fire hydrant cover was used to 
break in. On this second occasion 
nothing was taken.

Play it safe and be 
cautious over Christmas

RUTH BIRCH

By MICHELLE PINI
A VACANT lot in Yarra Street was the 
topic of conversation among resi-
dents recently when the 1053 square 
metre block was advertised on 
realestate.com.au by Mason White 
McDougall Hurstbridge as “ideal for 
a townhouse/unit development”.

The lot, which went under the 
hammer on the day of the Victorian 
state election, was passed in but sold 
for $499,000.

Agent Ian Mason told the Diary the 

returned about one-third of the price 
increase ($420,000) to ratepayers 
through lower waste charges. That 
equates to a reduction of about $9 to 
each household already passed on.

Mr Carbone said council was  
assessing the remaining cost savings 
on council budgets following the 
withdrawal of the carbon tax from 
July 1 2014. 

“It is anticipated that the identified 
balance of savings will be returned 
by a one-off reduction in the 2015/16 
rate rise and that ratepayers will 
see this through their 2015/16 rates 
notice,” Mr Carbone said.

The best laid plans
real estate company had received 
advice from a planning expert that 
building units on the site was a pos-
sibility, but stressed that this would 
be subject to council approval.

“All the planning restrictions were 
clearly stipulated prior to auctioning 
the property,” Mr Mason said.

According to Manningham coun-
cil, the site at 280 Yarra St is zoned 
“Neighbourhood Residential” and 
has only one title. It is protected by 
five planning instruments including 

Design and Development Overlay 3, 
environmental significance, flooding, 
heritage and bushfire management 
overlays. It cannot be subdivided 
further under current zoning regula-
tions, which stipulate a minimum of 
1000 square metres per title. 

The vacant lot is next door to 
two townhouses, each with smaller 
frontages, but these structures, al-
though recently built, are on existing 
separate titles subdivided around 
the turn of the 20th century – before 

current restrictions came into effect. 
It is believed the subdivision of 

these lots may be attributed to his-
torical plans for a railway line to run 
through Brackenbury Street (at the 
rear of the properties). In 1882, the 
railway ended up going to Croydon 
instead but was still known as War-
randyte Station for many years. 

Warrandyte mining expert Peter 
Hanson said Warrandyte Historical 
Society photos show groups of peo-
ple, believing the Yarra River to be 

close by, descending from the train at 
Croydon carrying fishing rods.

As travellers then faced an addi-
tional 10km horse and coach ride to 
Warrandyte, the station was renamed 
Croydon Station in 1884 finally end-
ing confusion.

Mr Mason said the new owner’s 
plans for the site were “unclear” 
although advice from both a plan-
ning consultant and Manningham 
council had been sought before the 
purchase.

MANNINGHAM council will return 
carbon tax savings to ratepayers 
through their 2015/16 rates notice 
following the Federal Government’s 
recent withdrawal of the carbon tax.

Manningham council chief execu-
tive Joe Carbone said an additional 
$1.21 million was raised to offset the 
forecast cost of the carbon tax on 
council services and infrastructure 
as part of the 2012/13 annual budget. 

“This increase was the equivalent 
of a 1.56 per cent increase in rates 
and charges, or an average of $27 for 
each property.”

However, since 2012 council has 

Carbon tax savings for residents

By MICHELLE PINI
LIBERAL MP Ryan Smith has re-
tained his seat for a third term, 
despite a 5.6% swing to Labor, as 
Warrandyte continues to remain 
one of the strongest Liberal seats 
in the state.

A long-established Liberal 
stronghold, the seat’s boundaries 
were recently re-configured to 
exclude most of its Maroondah 
component and incorporate North 
Warrandyte and Wonga Park 
as well as parts of Donvale and 
Doncaster, increasing the Liberal 
margin by three per cent.

It is the first time all of Warran-
dyte has been in one electorate 
and makes it the only metropoli-
tan electorate to cross the Yarra 
River. 

Labor’s Steven Kent received 
30% of the primary vote, with 
the young Greens representative 
Richard Cranston achieving 10 
per cent.

“I’m very proud to be elected 
for a third time especially given 
the new areas where I didn’t have 
much presence,” Mr Smith told 
the Diary.

He admitted it was harder work-
ing in opposition, but added, “I 
want to reward the community’s 
faith in me and it (the party’s loss) 
won’t be detrimental to my com-
mitment to the community.”

The former environment and 
youth affairs minister said he 
planned to continue to work 
for his electorate in opposition, 
advocating for key pre-election 
promises including improvements 
to Wonga Park, Warrandyte and 
Donvale schools, the scout hall re-
development and bike connection 
upgrades.

Libs out, but Smith holds on



5 Warrandyte Diary December 2014



6 Warrandyte Diary December 2014

tor, but could no longer expect that 
we would be able to get that talent 
for free. Even so, he’s doing it for a 
modest sum compared with other 
editors around the country.

We are still a non-profit organi-
sation and we still scrape through 
with our extra expenses, so naturally 
more advertising is required to pay 
for contractors and skeleton staff to 
run the Diary. 

Some readers may not be happy 
with more ads, but they are all for 
local businesses, health services and 
productions. 

And, more importantly, our editori-
als are still excellent and substantial, 
keeping our community informed of 
local events, council issues, police 
matters, what’s happening in our 
schools, what’s on and of course that 
thing that is so important to so many 
Australian’s – sport.

With a bigger paper, combined with 
the Internet, Facebook and a website, 
places like our local RSL are manag-
ing to get more people to come along 

By MICHELLE PINI
THE Fireball has been and gone 
and in what can only be described 
as a monumental first effort, 
the tally from the fundraiser is 
$57,000. 

The terrific result comes just as 
Warrandyte residents put their 
fire plans in place with the bush-
fire season underway in what 
experts predict will be a very hot 
and dry summer. 

The Fireball, dedicated to rais-
ing money to assist the three 
Warrandyte CFA stations, will go 
towards a new shared fire-tanker. 

 “It was a fantastic result from a 
supportive, committed and ded-
icated community – thank you,” 
South Warrandyte CFA captain 
Greg Kennedy said.

North Warrandyte’s captain 
Mick Keating said: “The Fireball 
proves that the community spirit 
in Warrandyte is alive and well. 
That’s a lot of barbeques we don’t 
have to do now!”

And Warrandyte’s CFA captain 
Adrian Mullens described the 
night as “phenomenal” and “fault-
less”, telling the Diary: “I don’t 
think people realise the amount 
of work that went into that one 
night. The community needs to 
recognise the committee for their 
amazing commitment.”

The Fireball committee intends 
to work with governments at all 
levels to gain further financial 
support to assist the important 
work of Warrandyte’s CFA sta-
tions, taking the Fireball’s commu-
nity result to the table as a start-
ing point for additional backing. A 
commitment to continue to work 
to achieve greater support from 
state government coffers has so 
far been received from State MP 
Ryan Smith.

The Fireball committee intends 
to continue raising funds for the 
Warrandyte CFA stations and dis-
cussions are under way to deter-
mine future events.

Community 
spirit 
firing in 
Warrandyte

Advertising, the lifeblood for the Diary – and your business
and enjoy their monthly bands, many 
of these being made up of local tal-
ent, and hopefully they are acquiring 
some new members along the way. 
Restaurants like the Grand Hotel are 
getting more customers through the 
doors, Fletchers real estate openly 
tell us they are thrilled with the in-
stant results they’ve achieved thanks 
to the regular back page ad. 

Businesses now benefit in the Diary 
in so many more ways when it comes 
to value, too – an editor who embrac-
es business stories (not advertorials, 
as such), Facebook plugs, video and 
more to come with events like The 
Great Warrandyte Cook-up. 

So, advertising is a necessity. It not 
only helps our businesses get their 
branding and messages out there, 
but it is what keeps our paper going. 
And, it is very important, very nec-
essary, and much appreciated when 
our advertisers pay us promptly.

On behalf of our editor and the 
Diary team, happy reading one and 
all and a happy New Year.

THE Country Fire Authority has de-
clared an early “fire danger period” 
for Warrandyte and surrounds, an-
nouncing the fire restrictions period 
would begin at 1am on December 8 
(today), more than a month earlier 
than last fire season.

Manningham council chief exec-
utive Joe Carbone said the CFA an-
nouncement had been prompted by 
drier than normal conditions.

“Council has been encouraging 
residents to clean up their properties 
for the upcoming fire season and 
those with council permits planning 
to burn off prior to the fire danger 
period are encouraged to exercise 
vigilance and ensure they comply 
with all conditions,” he said.

“Alternatively, council is again 
offering residents living in bushfire 
prone areas the opportunity to dis-
pose of their garden waste free of 
charge,” he said

Manningham council’s annual 
Green Waste Program is available 
to households in Wonga Park, War-
randyte, Park Orchards, South War-
randyte and parts of Donvale and 
Templestowe.

Residents can redeem their garden 
waste vouchers at Manningham’s 
Garden Waste Recycle Centre, locat-
ed on the corner of Blackburn and 

Fire season called early

Top job: Lance Ward, Fireball MC.

Hickman and Brianna Piazza. 
Karly recently moved on and we 

have now welcomed Michael Di Petta 
to the team as he begins his univer-
sity course for sports journalism.

Advertising is a necessity for the 
Diary, as it is what pays for the print-
ing, the designer Rachel Schroeder 
and me for administration. 

The paper has always scraped 
through each month and when 
requiring any new equipment of 
significant cost, a trustee has been 
tapped on the shoulder for a loan, 
or the local Lions or Rotary have.

To keep our wonderful paper going 
and to allow Cliff to retire, things had 
to change. Modern technology had 
to be kept up with and new sections 
and design introduced in order to 
attract younger generations to read 
and contribute to the Diary. We now 
have Facebook and are in the process 
of setting up a new website, thanks 
to a grant from the Warrandyte Com-
munity Bank. 

We also had to acquire a new edi-

By BRIONY BOTTARELLI
FOR 43 years the Warrandyte Diary 
had the very good fortune to have 
a voluntary editor in Cliff Green 
backed up by sports editor Lee 
Tindale. The long-term contributors 
to the Diary – Jock Macneish, Alan 
Cornell, Robert White, Jeremy Lof-
tus-Hills, Val Polley, Roger Kibell, 
Marilyn Moore, Stephen Reynolds, 
Paul Williams, Karen Throssell and 
Linda Rogan – have all forwarded 
articles on history, humour, nature, 
the arts, theatre reviews, sport and 
life’s general ups and downs.

In recent years they have been add-
ed to with contributions from writers 
including Cherie Moselen, Michelle 
Pini, photographers and several 
contributors for the sports section. 
All have given their time freely. 

For 15 years Rae Danks carried out 
the administration and advertising 
for the Diary, one of the few paid 
employees back then. We have also 
had several cadets over the years, 
the more recent of these being Karly 

water pipes in the same trenches as 
power cables.

As well, the increased likelihood 
of power ‘shedding’ due to the 
extra load on power infrastructure 
in hotter weather, combined with 
flammable gases produced by these 
types of holding tanks, may create a 
greater fire risk. Any damage could 
be attributed to a private utility and 
would therefore also impact insur-
ance claims. There is also the ques-
tion of additional costs associated 
with operating the pumps as power 

By MICHELLE PINI
POTENTIAL fire hazards, increased 
power costs and the question of 
insurance cover of proposed sewage 
services are issues that may not have 
been adequately addressed accord-
ing to North Warrandyte residents.

Concerns include the possible im-
pact to house insurance policies of 
conducting electrical works without 
Certificates of Electrical Safety being 
issued, and the likelihood of power 
faults and lengthy repair periods 
due to the location of pressurised 

use is not being monitored.
Yarra Valley Water spokesperson 

Mon Gan advised in a media state-
ment that Certificates of Electrical 
Safety would be issued and “the risk 
of a methane build-up in the pressure 
sewer unit is extremely low”.

According to the manager for 
Sewage Growth Projects, units “are 
pumped out regularly during normal 
operations”. Mr Gan also said the 
electrical cable and sewer line would 
be located in separate trenches.

YVW estimates the cost of power 

to run each system at about $40 per 
annum, but this will be difficult to 
determine given the absence of a 
measuring device; householders are 
responsible for these costs.

Residents are also concerned 
about escalating charges that may 
be incurred if regular maintenance 
is not conducted, but Mr Gan says 
the systems have been designed to 
require no maintenance under nor-
mal operation. “Maintenance work 
will occur on an ‘as needed’ basis 
per property,” he said.

 

Sewage systems a possible fire hazard

to enjoy. On Saturday, December 
20 Santa will visit Wonga Park from 
12pm. On Sunday, December 21 he 
will visit Warrandyte from 8.30am, 
South Warrandyte from 9.30am and 
North Warrandyte from 10am.

Manningham Civic Centre at 699 
Doncaster Rd, with a maximum of 
four vouchers for each household.

MEANWHILE on a lighter note, San-
ta is coming with the CFA around the 
streets later this month for the kids 

Websters roads, Templestowe.
The Green Waste vouchers can be 

redeemed between 9am and 3pm on 
Sundays for November 30, December 
7 and December 14 only.

Vouchers are available from the 
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By CHERIE MOSELEN
IT has become almost commonplace 
in the Diary to see pictures of War-
randyte Community Bank board’s 
Sarah Wrigley holding an over-sized 
cardboard cheque at the forefront of 
a group of smiling grant recipients.

What isn’t ordinary, are the means 
by which those photo opportunities 
have arisen.

For the past 10 years, Sarah has 
been a leading voice on the Warran-
dyte Community Bank (WCB) board, 
which upholds a community-inspired 
approach to profit sharing.

She will step down from the board 
(the last eight years as chair) at the 
end of December this year. Her pres-
ence will be missed.

When the hardworking business-
woman joined the organisation it was 
still a relatively new branch; it hadn’t 
made a profit, hadn’t paid a dividend 
and had only given back about $5,000 
in sponsorships. 

Under her guidance, $1.7 million in 
grants and sponsorships and over 
$0.5 million in dividends have been 
administered. 

“The original board did an amazing 
job under John Provan to get the 
branch up and running - it was a 
huge step into the unknown,” Sarah 
told the Diary. “I’m just glad I could 
carry a torch for a while.”

In the WCB branch, Bendigo Bank 
provides banking services while the 
board is responsible for OH&S, gov-
ernance and putting profits back into 
the community. 

The board takes its job of engag-
ing with the community seriously, 
returning a solid 80% of profits to 
the township.

A desire to give back voluntarily 
prompted Sarah to accept an invita-
tion to join the board from Val Polley, 
who was stepping down.

“I agreed because my son was 
starting kindergarten and I thought 
I would have more time,” Sarah 
said, tongue-in-cheek. (She was, and 
still is, running a successful market 
research business.) “I didn’t think 
it would last for 10 years though. 
Thanks Val!” 

Quick to laugh, but highly focused 
and determined, Sarah grew up and 
went to university in NZ’s Waikato 
district where she accomplished a 
Bachelor of Management Studies 
majoring in Marketing, Internation-
al Management and a support in 
Finance.

However, the seed to grow a head 
for business was probably planted 
well before then.  (Her grandmothers 
both had business careers: one ran 
a brass foundry and the other was a 
warehouse manager for an import/
export company in the 1950’s.) 

Sarah’s wish to champion a sup-
portive link between business and 
community increased the more she 
learned about the Community Bank 
model. 

Strengthened by the combination 
of her drive and skill set, WCB has 
been instrumental in several import-
ant community outcomes.

“It was a real buzz helping get 

Bank gig leaves Sarah smiling

Enthusiastic about WCB’s involve-
ment with the Warrandyte Reserve 
Pavilion upgrade, Sarah explained 
the bank has become a connector 
between different local groups, often 
the lynchpin between local and state 
Government.

“Working with the netball commit-
tee initially, and liaising with local 
and state government to get manage-
ment plans and money on the table 

was a long journey, but so exciting to 
see it come to fruition.”

However, Sarah cites the board’s 
decision to offer academic schol-
arships and a Youth Arts Award in 
Warrandyte as the idea she is most 
pleased to have nurtured.  

“To see the difference these schol-
arships have made to the recipients 
has brought tears to my eyes. Phon-
ing the parent(s) to let them know of 

their child’s success - this is probably 
the most emotional and rewarding 
project for me,” she said.

“To think our talented youth are 
able to inspire others at the top of 
their game to mentor them – people 
like Peter Hitchiner and Sir Jon Trim-
mer – it is very special that the bank 
can provide this connection through 
the Youth Arts Award.”

Sarah acknowledged Warrandyte 
Community Bank has a way to go in 
Park Orchards and Wonga Park, but 
said it has “entrenched itself in the 
Warrandyte community”. 

Former Bendigo Bank regional man-
ager Michael Petering commented 
on her significant role within the 
organisation: 

“There are few people I know that 
have had far reaching impact like 
Sarah Wrigley. Sarah’s dedication to 
Warrandyte and surrounding com-
munities through her work with War-
randyte Community Bank, initially as 
a director and more recently as the 
chair, is a testament to the person 
and character of a truly wonderful 
community member.” 

Not only has Sarah made a wonder-
ful contribution to the local commu-
nity but has also been a leader across 
the Bendigo Bank national network 
of community bank branches, often 
being sought out by Bendigo Bank 
executive for her thoughts and 
opinions on the current and future 
state of the Community Bank model. I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Sarah for her remarkable con-
tribution to the local community and 
dedication to the Community Bank 
model and for providing inspiration 
to many of us along the way.

Sarah has been comprehensively 
involved with Bendigo Bank’s 15-
year review of the Community Bank 
model, Project Horizon.

“We’ve been looking at the next 15 
years and what this might look like. It 
made me realise how successful our 
board has been, but also how much 
more is possible,” she said, 

Although stepping down from 
this one, boards are still on Sarah’s 
horizon. 

She has sat on the Royal Botanic 
Gardens board for several years 
and has been a passionate member 
of Australian based organisation 
Woman On Boards for almost four.

However, her immediate outlook is 
to family and a project of her own.

“With my son starting year 8 next 
year, there’s a lot of support I need 
to give and it’s really important that 
I do. I’m also, finally, going to get 
around to that book that is writing 
itself in my head,” she said.

“One of the first things I noticed 
when I arrived in Australia from 
New Zealand (seems such a small 
distance) was the marked difference 
regarding attitudes to women in 
business,” said Sarah, who wants to 
write about the strength of women.

“When I first went to university 
in New Zealand, I came across the 
concept of feminism. Up until then 
I had never realised women were 
not equal!” 

the community retirement housing 
cooperative project up and running 
in Harris Gully Rd, something War-
randyte had been trying to do for 30 
years,” Sarah said. “I was just thrilled 
to be involved at the beginning.” 
(The money WCB put into the project 
helped significantly and the majority 
of people involved in turning the 
necessary bureaucratic wheels were 
mostly ex-bank board.)

True leader: Sarah Wrigley has overseen many initiatives as chairman of the Warrandyte Community Bank.
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CYRIL By PAUL WILLIAMS
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Clyde’s Conundrum
Methuselah from Oakland Drive is old and 
must will his fortune to one of his two sons. 
He makes a proposition. His two sons will 
ride their camels at Warrandyte Festival, and 
whichever camel crosses the finish line last will 
win the fortune for its owner. During the race, 
the two brothers wander aimlessly, neither 
willing to cross the finish line. In desperation, 
they ask Jock Macneish for advice. He tells 
them something; then the brothers leap onto 
the camels and charge toward the finish line. 
What did wise man Jock say?   

Solution next issue.

Halls for Hire
Uniting Church Hall ...............................9844 3547
Anglican Church Hall ............................9844 2193 
Mechanics Hall ................................ 0408 443 368

T R U E W O O D
C O N S T R U C T I O N S

Design
Construct ion
Susta inable

Paul Jenkins  0418 387 119
EMAIL paul@truewood.com.au    

www.truewood.com.au

YOUR COMPLETE BUILDING AND DESIGN SERVICE

Need help?
Onsite Computer Repairs for Home and Business 

Experienced Technicians

We come to you
Phone 1300 264 552

Shoes catering for Newborns to Teens  
Fitting Service Provided

SOFT SOLES 
SCHOOL SHOES (PRIMARY & SECONDARY)

SEASONAL (SANDALS & BOOTS)
RUNNERS

STREETWEAR

Range of Streetwear, Runners and Thongs  
available in adults sizes

Shop 18 in the Arcade
North Ringwood Shopping Centre
Cnr Warrandyte & Oban Roads 
North Ringwood     Ph: 9876 4718
www.youthfulsoles.com.au

gerous situation. If we widen 
the bridge to 3 lanes, or 4 or 5 
or as many as you like we still 
only have the rest of the road 
network to get cars onto and 
off the bridge. All the roads 
in and out of Warrandyte are 
single lane and would not 
only require large amounts of 
construction work to widen 
but in many places it would 
be almost impossible. So we 
widen the bridge or as many 
have argued for, we build an 
additional crossing, there is 
still nowhere for the cars to 
go, you have all seen the traf-
fic along Yarra street on any 
given day.

If you look at the news foot-
age of recent fires around 
Craigieburn and Epping you 
would have seen gridlocked 
traffic as residents tried to flee 
the approaching fire. There is 
no bridge in this area to blame 
and many of these roads are 
dual lane which lead to other 
dual lane roads and even 
freeways but they are unable 
to cope with the amount of 
vehicles all wanting to go the 
same way at the same time. 
The people stuck in this traffic 
whilst frustrated and stressed, 
have generally managed to get 
out of the area of immediate 
risk and are now just stuck in 
traffic. In Warrandyte vehicles 
will be stuck on roads in the 
path of the fire front possibly 
surrounded by spot fires with 
nowhere to go. This places the 
occupants of those vehicles 
at greater risk with a higher 
likelihood of injury or even 
worse, death. 

The traffic issues I have 
touched on assume that ev-
erything is flowing well, I 
haven’t even added the al-

Dear editor,
Can the Diary please do 

a piece on road safety in 
Warrandyte?! Particularly in 
regards to the overtaking of 
buses in Yarra Street – specif-
ically out the front of Warran-
dyte Neighbourhood House? 

I exit Mitchell Avenue turn-
ing left (there’s a no right turn 
at the end of the street) on 
a daily basis and whenever 
there is a bus at the bus stop 
there never fails to be a car 
on the wrong side of the road 
overtaking into a blind corner 
and over a single continuous 
white line (which is illegal). 
This morning I almost ran into 
three cars doing it!

It’s my one bug bear and I’ve 
had a chat to the local police 
but there’s not much interest 
there. 

It’d be nice to see drivers 
exercise some patience as I’m 
sure there’ll be a lovely smash 
there soon and I’m surprised 
there hasn’t been already. I 
know the decision to push out 
some of the bus stops defied 
logic but sadly it looks like 
they’re here to stay.

Katrina Hackett
Warrandyte

Dear sir,
Thank you for an interesting, 

well-researched and timely 
article ‘Watch out for snakes’ 
in the November issue. We are 
already starting to see the first 
snakes of the season.

The article contained ex-
cellent photographs to help 
identify the snake, but unfor-
tunately no photograph of 
the eastern brown. It would 
be really good to have a pho-
tograph of the eastern brown 
alongside the lowland copper-
head, and some advice on how 
to tell the two apart. I can’t 
pick the difference, they both 
seem to be brown with a light-
er underbelly and small head.

And please, if your readers 
see one, don’t kill it.  Clap your 
hands and jump up and down 
and it will run away, usually 
not to be seen again.  They are 
beautiful creatures.

Yours sincerely,
David Hogg 

Research Rd, Warrandyte

Ed: Thanks for the letter, 
David (aka “Hoggy”), the 
snakes certainly are about. 
We did actually have a pho-
to of the eastern brown, it 
was the main image in the 
article with our local snake 
expert Raymond Hoser hold-
ing them. Admittedly, we 
should have been clear with 
that by writing a caption.

dear diary
Letters on local topics are welcome. 
They may be edited for reasons of 
style, length or legality.

Snakes ‘alike’

Traffic chaos

Perplexing truth about our bridge

portunities within Manhattan.
The award has also enabled 

me to purchase a website 
through The Stevenson Ap-
peal to globally exhibit my 
choreographic work. I am 
so proud to be supporting 
this worthy local cause, and 
believe, as Sarah does, that 
investing in the Warrandyte 
community is what it’s all 
about.

Loughlan Prior

MORE LETTERS P10

Dear sir,
As someone who has spent 

their whole life living in War-
randyte, I have grown up with 
all that this beautiful town 
has to offer, the river, wild-
life, the sense of community, 
open space and the “Bushfire 
Risk”. As part of living in this 
environment it is necessary to 
have a respect for the danger 
that fire presents to us all 
every year. 

Over recent years I have be-
come perplexed with people’s 
thoughts about the bridge and 
why it is the single biggest 
problem for everyone if there 
is a fire in the area. I don’t see 
the bridge as the issue and 
thought that now is as good 
as any to have my say. 

While it is easy to lay the 
blame for traffic issues on the 
bridge, it is only one part of 
the road network that takes 
the ever-increasing amounts 
of traffic daily through our 
town. As anyone who lives 
north of the river knows at 
particular times of the day 
there is a queue of traffic along 
both Research & Kangaroo 
Ground roads as people head 
to work or take the kids to 
school. The manners at the 
intersection are always good 
and while there is a slight 
delay everyone proceeds over 
the bridge and off to their 
destination with  minimal dis-
ruption. The issues of through 
traffic and whether or not a 
road that joins the Northern 
Ring Road and Eastern Free-
way would reduce this are for 
another time, my reason for 
writing is the “Bushfire Issue”.

I think we would all agree 
that Warrandyte is a perfect 
storm when it comes to fire, 
we have the topography and 
the bushland that we all love 
mixed with houses full of peo-
ple. There is no way that our 
roads can handle everyone 
trying to leave at the same 
time, in the case of a fire the 
additional stress and panic 
would add to an already dan-

most certain eventuality that 
there will be a car accident or 
accidents as people flee the 
area. This creates just more 
gridlock and traffic flow issues 
on our already overburdened 
road, which in turn adds to the 
congestion. 

We will never be able to 
have a road network in War-
randyte that will allow ev-
eryone to leave at the same 
time. Despite the best efforts 
of emergency services the 
roads, even with a widened 
bridge or additional crossings 
are just not up to the task of 
emergency evacuation. This 
leaves us with only one option 
as far as fire goes, for dealing 
with the road network, “leave 
early” before a fire starts and 
it doesn’t matter if you are 
slightly delayed as you wait 
for a break in the traffic to get 
out of your street, get stuck 
behind a bus, cross the bridge 
or whatever else slows you 
down. There is no stress, no 
immediate threat and every-
one is safe (from fire anyway). 
If you are at home then you 
need to seriously consider 
whether you are able to get 
out safely or if you should 
initiate your plan “B”. 

The cynic in me thinks that 
a number of people are using 
the “Fire Issue” as a cover for 
a widened bridge for every-
day commuting. Remember a 
wider bridge will need a new 
road infrastructure to support 
it. Careful consideration needs 
to be applied and we need to 
ask “are we just moving the 
issue to the next bottleneck, 
if so when do we stop?” There 
is no silver bullet for our traf-
fic issues and we all need to 
understand the limits of the 
road network in and around 
Warrandyte and carefully 
think through our fire plans 
with this in mind.

In closing I wish everyone a 
merry Christmas and a safe 
and fire free summer this fire 
season.

Troy Lowther, resident

has changed my career in a 
huge way. I have a lot to thank 
Sarah for.

I am now able to travel to 
New York to attend the pre-
miere of my short dance film, 
Memory House, which has 
been accepted by The Film 
Society of Lincoln Center to 
feature in the 43rd Dance 
on Camera Festival, 2015. 
Whilst in residence I will un-
dergo a period of personal 
development through artistic 
exchange and networking op-

I HAD the pleasure of meeting 
Sarah Wrigley through the 
Warrandyte Youth Arts award 
last year when I applied as an 
emerging choreographer.

I remember the day I found 
out that I had been chosen as 
the recipient of the award; Sar-
ah was almost as excited as I 
was, to deliver the news to me 
in person. She even hosted the 
award ceremony at her house!

I am tremendously grateful 
to the Warrandyte Community 
Bank – the Youth Arts Award 

A heartfelt letter of thanks to Sarah Wrigley
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Letter to the editor,
The Warrandyte Post Office is on 

private land and the body corporate 
is responsible for maintaining its 
footpaths, not Manningham council.

However, Manningham council sent 
a letter to the Warrandyte Post Office 
notifying them that they required 
a permit if they wanted to have an 
A-Frame Advertising Board on dis-
play; subsequently we became aware 
of concerns surrounding the safety of 
the footpath outside the Post Office 
on Melbourne Hill Road.

A permit for a standard A-Frame 
Advertising Board costs $100 and is 
a legal requirement on public land 
or on private land that is used as a 
public thoroughfare.

On receipt of council’s letter, a 
post office employee called council 
to explain that the A-Frame Adver-
tising Board was covering part of a 
damaged footpath.

A member of our Local Laws team 
was sent to inspect the area and 
found the sign had been placed on 
the footpath to discourage people 
from using the garden bed as a 
walkway. The garden bed gradually 
drops from one level to another and 
is less than one metre away from a 
set of stairs that connects the levels.

The Local Laws officer had a brief 
conversation with a male post office 
employee and explained that an 
informal footpath had been created 
through a garden bed and that if 
people used the stairs, which was 
designed to link the two areas, then 
there was no safety issue.

The Local Laws officer never spoke 
to the woman who is quoted in the 
Diary article saying that the council 
officer said “if people fall flat on their 
face then that’s their problem”.

Manningham City Council

Post office footpath issue
close to being resolved

Bridge problem is ongoing
Dear Sir,
Who in Warrandyte isn’t incon-

venienced by kilometre long traffic 
jams either side of our one bridge 
every work day (school holidays 
excepted)? This problem is only 
going to get worse!

It is ludicrous that in 2014 there 
is only one bridge across the Yarra 
between Eltham and Yarra Glen. No 
wonder that we now have traffic 
congestion. Melbourne’s planners 
have let us down in this regard and 
I can’t see any easy solution.

However, I think it is time the War-
randyte community considered 

the benefits that would come from a 
series of footbridges over the Yarra 
and a connecting path. These ben-
efits would surely include: reduced 
road congestion, more places to go 
walking, fitter people, increased busi-
ness for our local shops and maybe 
alternative exit routes in the event 
of a bushfire.

I envisage a path that follows the 
river valley downstream, without 
any major Warrandyte-style hills, 
connecting to the Main Yarra Trail 
near the Mullum Mullum Creek con-
fluence. Along the way, footbridges 
would connect the sub-communities 

of North Warrandyte allowing peo-
ple to walk or cycle to the shops, 
bus or just get some exercise. Kids 
could cycle to school. Recreational 
(trail-riding) cyclists would make 
Warrandyte a destination for coffee.

The location of these footbridges 
and route of this path would, of 
course, have to be carefully con-
sidered to minimise environmental, 
engineering and social issues, but I 
believe it is time we reviewed the 
way we move around this town.

Ken MacMahon
Bradleys Lane, Warrandyte

Picture courtesy Warrandyte Historical Society

Dear Sir,
I write to confirm our discussions 

in regard to maintenance issues 
required to the footpath and paved 
area in front of the Warrandyte Post 
Office at 100 Melbourne Hill Rd, 
Warrandyte.

As we discussed, the planning 
permit issued for this development 
provided “the developer shall at his 
cost transfer to Council those public 
footpath areas which are contained 
on-site to the satisfaction of the Re-
sponsible Authority”.

Subsequent to that requirement, 
we prepared a ‘Plan for Transfer 
Purposes’ and ‘Transfer of Land’ 
documentation which was signed 
and forwarded to Manningham City 
Council for execution and sealing so 
it could be lodged at the Titles Office.

A Title search has revealed that 
this transfer of land has ‘not been 
effected’ on our Title.

It would appear that the Council 
did not attend to the necessary ex-
ecution and sealing of the Transfer 
of Land document and therefore 
was not subsequently lodged at the 
Titles Office.

We further confirm that the foot-
path works done in front of 100 Mel-
bourne Hill Rd were actually carried 
out by Manningham City Council 
obviously on the understanding that 
they were the owners of the land.

In order to address this matter, we 
have engaged our surveyors and 
legal representatives to update the 
‘Plan of Transfer Purposes’ and pre-
pare a new ‘Transfer of Land’ which 
will in due course be forwarded to 
Manningham City Council for exe-
cution and sealing and subsequent 
lodgement with the Titles Office.

Yours faithfully,
P.D.J.Rush & M.A.Holt

East Kew

In response to the article ‘Watch your step at Post Office’ published in the 
Warrandyte Diary last month, Manningham council has responded with a  
letter. It’s published in full. The landlords of the property have also respond-
ed. Hopefully the dangerous area in question will be fixed in the near future.
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From his refuge in the Yarra, Ken 
watched as fire jumped the river 
below the single lane bridge.

“I was sitting next to Mrs Stringer 
and her children, Jack, Jill and Bud-
dy, when their weatherboard house 
(on the Melbourne side of the RSA 
war memorial) caught fire,” recalled 
Ken. “It was so sad, Mrs Stringer 
crying as her home burnt down in 
front of her.”

He watched as fire raged through 
Tresize’s paddock where it caught 
and demolished the Tresize home-
stead. Flames swept up the hill near 
the Mechanics Institute. On the 
riverside, the wooden bakery was 
under threat. 

Buildings were randomly spared or 
destroyed as the wind 
abruptly changed; 
the hall survived, the 
Catholic Church in 
Brackenbury Street 
was consumed. 

One person died in 
Warrandyte, but re-
ports indicate there 
were no serious injuries to those 
who sheltered in the Yarra. About 
100 houses were lost.

The following day, Melbourne 
newspaper The Argus reported:

“With a blistering wind that reached 
a velocity of 70 miles an hour at times, 
and a record temperature of 114 deg. 
in the city and as high as 120 deg. in 
the country, Friday January 13 was the 
most appalling fire day in the history 
of Victoria.”

About 575,000 hectares of reserved 
forest and 780,000 hectares of forest-
ed Crown land were burnt and whole 
townships were destroyed across the 
state. Overall, 71 people died.

Ken described the fight by War-
randyte’s voluntary fire brigade as 
“courageous”. 

“I believe the town’s baker, Jim 
Walsh, was the lieutenant,” said Ken. 
“The men had an old iron water tank 
on the back of the Till’s trade body 
orchard truck, a dozen or so knap-
sack pumps and some canvas fire 

By CHERIE MOSELEN
NOT once, but twice, Ken Donald 
has stood with family among the 
blackened ruins of his burnt out 
Warrandyte home.

A long-time resident, the retired 
sales manager was only seven when 
a bushfire ripped through Victoria 
on January 13 in 1939, destroying 
his parents’ house on Sloan’s Hill 
(Warrandyte-Research Road).

“It was school holidays. I was at 
home and remember that day so 
clearly,” Ken told the Diary.

“Mum rang Dad from a neighbour’s 
phone at lunchtime – he was at work 
in Collingwood – and asked him to 
come home. There was plenty of 
smoke around by then.”

An only child, Ken recalled his 
Dad returning on their BSA motor-
bike-with-sidecar to find five gallons 
of kerosene on the back porch, left 
by Moore’s store as part of the usual 
Friday grocery run. 

“My mother asked Charlie Moore to 
take the goods back,” said Ken, “but 
he told her ‘it may as well burn here 
as the shop’ and went on with deliv-
eries, despite the worsening smoke.” 

“Mum jumped into the sidecar with 
some boxes and a suitcase. I was 
trying to get our kelpie dog in as well. 
He’d never been in a vehicle and he 
wouldn’t come. And he wouldn’t go 
past the gate either because he’d 
been taught not to follow,” Ken said. 
“I was frantic, calling him, ‘Ted, Ted, 
come on boy!’”

Eventually Ted obliged, following 
on to the river where Ken and his 
mother spent the afternoon. His fa-
ther, like all able-bodied men in the 
town, left to fight the fire.

“Dad dropped us off near the old 
wooden bridge (concrete now) and 
we sat in the water for hours with 
other women and children, huddled 
under wet blankets,” said Ken.

“The noise was incredibly loud. 
When a bushfire roars through euca-
lyptus, treetops don’t just burn, they 
explode, and it sounds like thunder. 
Poor Ted was trembling.”

Fire strikes twice, but Ken holds on
beaters. There was no mains water 
in those days, only tanks, and they 
were low.”

Later that night, exhausted, the 
Donalds crowded in with several 
other homeless families above the 
Folk Art tearooms as guests of the 
Robertsons.

“Jack Cahill gave us the news that 
our house was gone and I remember 
being teary then. 1938 had been a 
great Christmas. Dad was employed 
and Father Christmas had finally left 
some toys,” Ken said.

In one of many neighbourly acts 
of kindness, Jack (who would later 
captain the Warrandyte Rural Fire 
Brigade in the 1962 bushfires) took 
off his new belt with the big ‘J’ on the 

Jack Moore for the goods Charlie had 
delivered on the day of the fire. The 
deed seemed odd, but his parents 
felt strongly about it; the community 
looked after its own.

Ken’s mother explained, in the mid 
1930’s when his father was unem-
ployed and scratching a living from 
cutting firewood, she had gone to J. 
J. Moore and Sons to pay the grocery 
account. (The store also held the 
state savings bank agency.)  

She drew out £10, their entire 
savings, but Jack Moore wouldn’t 
take the money. He would wait until 
Ken’s father got regular employ-
ment before accepting settlement, a 
generosity Ken believes the Moores 
showed many families during the 

Depression years. 
“It was a sad day when fire de-

molished Moore’s store in later 
years,” Ken said. “Many locals 
felt the loss.”

Like others in the community, 
the family adjusted and daily life 
went on.

“Women carried their laundry 
in large kerosene tin buckets to the 
river to wash. I went back to school,” 
said Ken. “Most families must have 
stayed in Warrandyte after the fire 
because there were very few children 
missing in class.”

The Donalds moved into “Stony 
Brae” on Kangaroo Ground-Warran-
dyte Road later in 1939. (There were 
no street numbers on the gravel 
road; mail came via the Post Office.)

It was the first house that Ken 
had lived in with electricity. After 
kerosene lamps, the light seemed 
incredibly bright, so bright, he said, 
it “hurt” his eyes.

A tight knit community where “ev-
eryone knew everyone”, Ken recalled 
New Year’s Eve spent under the 
wooden bridge where, ironically, a 
few sticks of detonated gelignite took 
care of the entertainment!  

In the mid-1950s, when construc-
tion of the new concrete bridge was 
underway to replace the single lane 
access, the family relinquished 40 

feet off the front of their property. 
Built in the turn of the century, 

“Stony Brae” survived Black Friday in 
1939 and subsequent bushfires, but 
was completely destroyed this year.

On Sunday evening, October 5, 
Ken, who had been keeping bees as 
a hobby since the age of 12, shifted 
his hives to Pound Bend to get the 
benefit of yellow and grey box blos-
soming after a poor feeding season. 
Later that night, at his son Cameron’s 
house, he learned “Stony Brae” had 
caught fire.

Ken said he was “most thankful” for 
the efforts made by the fire fighters 
who confronted the blaze which au-
thorities later confirmed was caused 
by an electrical fault.

In the Diary’s October coverage of 
the incident, it incorrectly reported 
“…a local beekeeper had gone to his 
daughter’s house for dinner.”

With good-humour, Ken said the 
statement gave him a chuckle.

“It didn’t bother me,” he said. “I 
just thought friends might wonder 
where I had hidden a daughter all 
these years!”

An unassuming and resilient gentle-
man, Ken sees the fire as “a set-back” 
and wants to rebuild on the site that 
has been in his family for 75 years.

“I travelled overseas for work, but 
whenever I came back to the smell 
of eucalyptus and the sound of the 
Yarra tumbling over its rocks, I knew 
there was nowhere else I wanted to 
call home,” he said.

Currently living with his son, a 
champions motorcyclist, Ken said 
although grateful that friends have 
been in touch and locals have offered 
support, he would prefer, being a 
“private person”, to quietly get on 
with the rebuild himself. 

“The one thing I would like is for my 
phone number to retain the digits ‘54’ 
when reconnected,” said Ken.

“In the 1940s our phone number 
was ‘Warrandyte 54’ because calls 
came through a manual exchange 
then. For the sake of local history, I 
would like to keep that going.”

buckle and gave it to the young boy. 
“I had to cut it to make it fit, but I trea-

sured that belt for years,” said Ken.
Doctor Mary Thornton offered the 

family a one-room shack. 
Ken’s Dad pitched an army tent on 

her block at the corner of Kangaroo 
Ground and Osborne roads and the 
family lived there for a time, part 
of Warrandyte’s makeshift ‘tent 
town’. The family cat, found partially 
scorched (Ken’s mother put butter 
on his paws as there was no vet 
available) came too.

September brought with it news 
that England and Australia were at 
war with Germany.

“I was playing with my friend Jack 
Stringer, watching his father lay 
the foundations for their new brick 
home, when someone called in from 
the village and told us war had bro-
ken out,” Ken recalled. “Our world 
tumbled again but at least we were 
still all together.”

In due course, Ken’s family paid 

The noise was incredibly loud. 
When a bushfire roars through  

eucalyptus, treetops don’t just burn, 
they explode, and it sounds like  

thunder. Poor Ted was trembling.
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ganisation include leading a five-year 
campaign which saw both political 
parties agree to provide environmen-
tal flows to the river.

 In 2012 it also helped establish the 
Cleaner Yarra and Bay Taskforce that 
is working to reduce water pollution.

 “The government has often said 
we need to accept that we have a 
polluted river because we have a big 
city on it, but we don’t agree with 
that. We don’t accept having dirty 
air so why should we accept a dirty 
river system?” Ian said.

“We have a responsibility not just 
to ourselves but to our grandchil-
dren as well as the other species to 
protect the environment.” 

As Melbourne continues to grow, 
creating conflict between a growing 
and developing city and the pressure 
that places on the city’s waterways, 
Andrew Kelly will be taking over Ian’s 
role with the Riverkeepers.

The Kew resident, who is also a 
children’s book publisher, says he’s 
passionate about improving the 
health of the 240km Yarra River.

“We talk about fishable, swimma-
ble, drinkable riverways and that’s 
all we want,” Andrew said.

“Ian has done a fantastic job as riv-
erkeeper. He was the first riverkeeper 
and he put his stamp on it and it’s 
a fantastic opportunity to take on 
everything that Ian has created.”

Andrew also welcomed residents 
with information and stories about 
the river to get in contact with him 
by calling 0408 850 810 or email-
ing yarra@ecotope.com.au.

Riverkeeper Ian Penrose calls it a day

By BRIANNA PIAZZA
WARRANDYTE horse riders are urg-
ing dog owners to abide by on leash 
areas along the Warrandyte River 
Trail following aggressive attacks 
on horses.

Those who ride their horses and 
ponies along the scenic trail believe 
most dog owners are cautious and 
friendly, but say a small percentage 
of dog owners are putting riders and 
horses at risk of injury by not doing 
the right thing.

“Most dogs are fine but usually the 
most aggressive dogs have never 
seen a horse before,” Warrandyte 
rider Jane Sutherland said.

“Then there are owners who don’t 
abide by the on leash area signs.

“A couple of weeks ago my horse 
was chased by two dogs off lead. 
They tried to bite my horse’s leg and 
my friend, who was riding my horse 
at the time, asked the owner of the 
dogs to put them on lead because it 
wasn’t an off lead area.

“So off the lady went but then she 
came back the other way with the 
dogs off lead again and they attacked 
my horse again.”

In another recent incident along 
the trail a dog tried to bite a pony’s 
throat and another horse’s back legs, 
landing the owner a $2500 vet bill.

Jane estimates 50 riders use the 
trail each week.

However, horses won’t be able to 
use the trail for much longer.

Manningham council chief exec-
utive Joe Carbone says the War-
randyte River Trail is expected to 
be closed to horses in a year when 
another horse trail is complete.

“Council is working on an alternate 
horse trail along Gold Memorial Rd 
through Warrandyte State Park and 
ending at Ringwood-Warrandyte Rd,” 
Mr Carbone said.

“This route will be along quiet local 
roads and horse trails through the 
state park with horse and rider safety 
a priority.”

Removing horses from the War-
randyte River Trail was a recom-
mendation of Council’s Warrandyte 
River Reserve Management Plant, 
following two dog attacks on horses 
in 2012.

However, Lauren, 19, and Eliza, 16, 
have been riding their horses along 
the trail since they were eight years 
old and say it would be upsetting 

By BRIANNA PIAZZA
YARRA Riverkeeper Ian Penrose 
is retiring after almost a decade 
of working to protect Melbourne’s 
much-treasured Yarra River.

Ever since Ian moved to Warran-
dyte 10 years ago, he has been in-
volved with the Yarra Riverkeepers 
Association, a not-for-profit group 
which educates Melburnians about 
the Yarra River, monitors its health 
and advocates for changes to im-
prove the river’s health.

“I was always involved with the 
environmental movement, including 
when I was at university, but it was 
coming to Warrandyte and living 
beside the river which encouraged 
me to go to a public meeting about 
the Yarra,” Ian said.

“It was that meeting which set up 
the Riverkeepers Association – all 
this happened within the first few 
months of moving to Warrandyte.”

Since forming with a committee 
of about a dozen people, the Yarra 
Riverskeepers now have around 200 
paying members and an even larger 
network of 1000 academics, environ-
mentalists, government workers, me-
dia and other organisations involved 
with the river.

“The measure of success isn’t how 
big we are, it’s about what we’re able 
to do for the river,” he said.

“Our size is only just a tool, the 
louder our voice is the more people 
will listen.”

Some of the Riverkeepers’ high-
lights over the nine years that Ian 
has been the public face of the or-

if they could no longer bring their 
horses along the trail to exercise and 
swim in the river.

“It would be a major loss for the 
whole community, not just us,” 
Lauren said.

“Most people like seeing horses 
down here, kids especially. Horses 
have been a part of this town for 
so long so it would be really, really 
sad if that gets taken away from us,” 
Lauren said.

 Jane says many trails around 
Warrandyte Park have already been 
closed to horses, mostly due to en-
vironmental reasons.

She says the closure of a small trail 
near Tindals Rd, which many riders 
rode along to get to pony club, is just 
one example of how riders are being 
forced onto roads with potentially 
life threatening consequences for 
horses, riders and motorists. 

“A couple of months ago a group 
of kids were riding back from pony 
club along the side of Tindals Rd and 
there was a guy on a motorbike flying 
up Tindals Rd,” Jane said. 

“A  girl, who was 12 years old, put 
her hand up to ask him to slow down 
but instead he deliberately sped up, 
went as close to her as he could and 
the horse freaked. She fell off and 
the horse was running up Tindals Rd 
without a rider.

 “Thankfully there were no inju-
ries but those sort of idiotic things 
happen often unfortunately. Surely 
these people wouldn’t put their own 
animals or their children in that sort 
of danger, so why would they do it to 
somebody else?”

Keep dogs on a leash

Down by the riverside: Laura, Jane 
and Eliza.

A top man for the job: retiring Riverkeeper Ian Penrose.
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Santa is coming 
with the CFA CFA

WONGA PARK 
Saturday 20 December

from 12pm

WARRANDYTE
Sunday 21 December

from 8.30am

SOUTH WARRANDYTE
Sunday 21 December

from 9.30am

NORTH 
WARRANDYTE

Sunday 21 December
from 10am

Proudly sponsored by 
Warrandyte Community Bank

Website not getting 
you results?
Local SEO Consultant 

John Wright can help you fast.

9844 5999
john@seoconsultingmelbourne.com
www.seoconsultingmelbourne.com
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from one to four months before you 
will actually change. By then, the 
prices may have changed again. 
This is a volatile market. It may also 
be worth researching whether your 
prospective new supplier’s customer 
service desk speaks a language you 
understand.

Some retailers may lock you into 
a two or three year contract. This is 
not a problem as the fees for breaking 
the contract are small, usually in the 
range of $20 to $40.  

Tips for non-solar users:
If your retailer is one of those in the 

bottom half of the table, or if your bill 
is considerably higher than in the 
table, ring them and tell them you’re 
considering changing supplier. Ask if 
you’re on their best plan and suggest 
that they offer you a better deal. 
They may well do this.

Your retailer may give you a slightly 
bigger discount if you elect to pay 
automatically by credit card or direct 

“momentous” achievement.
“We didn’t think that we would 

actually win our category of Profes-
sional Services let alone Business of 
the Year. We feel extremely humble,” 
she said.

“The process of entering the 
awards not only highlighted a lot of 
areas that we want to improve on 
but how far we have come since we 
started.”

H2Pro started 14 years ago and is 
known for giving back to the com-
munity.

This year it has donated to various 
local fundraisers, organised educa-
tional presentations about bathroom 
trends and kitchen design, and has 
supported Melbourne-based chari-
ty Who Gives A Crap.

As part of the Who Gives A 
Crap campaign, H2Pro’s plumbers 
leave a free specially marked toilet 

H2Pro crew take out the big one

Reduce your electricity costs

debit, or if you elect to receive your 
bills by email, or if you are an RACV 
member.

If you are a concession card hold-
er, tell your retailer and you’ll get a 
useful government rebate.

If your washing machine, clothes 
dryer or dishwasher has a “delayed 
start” function, consider running it 
after midnight or before 7am during 
the week.

If you have a pool pump, put it on 
a timer and operate it at night for 
filtering.

Do not be persuaded to change to a 
“Flexible Pricing” tariff in which you 
have three rates - Peak, Shoulder and 
Off-peak - with some seasonal varia-
tions and differences at the weekend, 
unless you have really researched 
your usage. I have yet found an 
instance where “Flexible Pricing” 
would be cheaper than “Peak/Off-
Peak” in a residential situation.

Think very carefully before you 
consider putting in solar panels; 
you’ve missed the boat. They’re pay-
ing you 6.2 cents for the electricity 
you sell them and charging you 18c 
at night and 30c or more during the 
day to buy it. It will cost you $6000 
to $10,000 for a 4kW system installed, 
and you’ll be saving some $400 to 
$600 per year in bills at current rates 
with no guarantee of future pricing, 
making a 10 to 18-year payback 
period.

For concession card holders, there 
are two Victorian government con-
cessions that apply. These have both 
been quietly watered down in the 
past 18 months.  The “Annual Elec-
tricity Concession” now gives you 
17.5% discount off the consumption 
and service components of your bill 
after discounts have been applied 
and any solar credits deducted, 
and excluding the first $171.60 (the 
Carbon Price Threshold) of billing in 
any year. The “Service to Property 
Concession” is only good for grey 
nomads or those who are away from 
their property for most of a billing 

WARRANDYTE has again trumped all 
other suburbs in Manningham after 
H2Pro Plumbing was named Business 
of the Year at the Manningham Busi-
ness Excellence Awards last month.

The victory follows hot on the 
heels of Quinton’s IGA claiming the 
title last year.

Twenty-five businesses were nom-
inated for this year’s Manningham 
Excellence Awards, with categories 
including hospitality, innovation, 
retail and professional services.

The awards recognise and cele-
brate businesses that have intro-
duced a new process or improved 
an idea, method, technology, process 
or application resulting in improved 
business profitability and or social 
benefit.

H2Pro’s Tristan Wise, who does a 
lot of the behind the scenes work 
for the business, says winning was a 

kWh per year.  Using this, and making 
various assumptions… that you have 
no solar panels, you are on the peak/
off-peak tariff, no concession, have 
overnight electric hot water heating, 
maximum discounts and consume 
2558 kWh per year peak, and 4059 
kWh off-peak, then as at December 
2014 your annual total electricity 
bill would be with each retailer as 
indicated in the table below left.

Looking at this table, you may 
consider changing retailers; but 
there are pitfalls. Even though our 
meters are no longer “read” by 
a meter reader, Ausnet Services 
(previously SP-Ausnet) still use a 
notional “date of next meter reading” 
at three-monthly intervals, and your 
change of retailer does not take effect 
until the next quarterly date. 

Add to this a couple of weeks for 
paperwork to progress through the 
system, and a further 10-day cool-
ing-off period, and it can be anything 

NOTICED the hike in electricity bills 
and the confusing world of solar? The 
Diary’s DAVID HOGG offers a com-
prehensive analysis of the current 
state of play and proves there are 
ways you can save and reduce your 
bills.   

A COUPLE of years ago, Warrandy-
teCAN conducted a major initiative 
to attempt to get an electricity retail-
er to provide competitive pricing for 
Warrandyte residents.

Alas, the task was too difficult and 
has become even more so since then, 
with new retailers springing up and 
a price war that is centred around 
how big a discount they’ll give you 
rather than on the bottom-line price 
you’ll pay. 

The discount means nothing un-
less you know the price. The newer 
retailers tend to come in with low 
prices to corner the market, then 
raise them considerably during or 
after the first year. At that same 
time they introduce a new product 
that is still competitive, but leaving 
their existing customers stuck on the 
old and now-expensive product. So, 
last year’s bargain is not necessarily 
this year’s continuing good price.   
As with car and house insurance, 
it really pays to shop around every 
year.  Few can be bothered to do this.

Perhaps the biggest killer in your 
electricity bill is the so-called ser-
vice or supply charge which can 
vary between retailers from $1 to 
$1.50 per day, which means you can 
be paying over $500 a year before 
you’ve consumed any electricity at 
all. The other charges relate to the 
electricity you actually use. 

Most Warrandyte residents will by 
now have smart meters. These are 
now read online and are available 
for you to read online through the 
portal at myhomeenergy.com.au.  
The best tariff, which hopefully most 
readers are on, is the “Time of Use” 
also known as “Peak/Off-Peak” tariff.  

This provides for peak time elec-
tricity at anywhere between 25 and 
45 cents per kilowatt hour, and off-
peak rates from 12 to 20 cents.  The 
peak tariff applies between 7am and 
11pm AEST weekdays only, so your 
weekend electricity is at a much 
cheaper rate. Note, however, that 
your meter does not know Daylight 
Saving, so currently the cheap rate 
runs from midnight to 8am. 

Nearly all retailers offer a discount, 
but again beware: with some retail-
ers the discount applies only to the 
consumption but not to the service 
charge, whereas with others it ap-
plies to the whole bill. Most retailers 
give the discount off the bill in ques-
tion, but a few treat it as a discount 
for prompt payment and apply it to 
the next bill.  With the latter, you’ll 
find it difficult to get the last discount 
back if you change retailers. 

I have developed a spreadsheet 
with the latest tariffs, discounts and 
billing methods for each supplier 
and it is interesting to note the dif-
ferences in prices.  The government 
website energymadeeasy.gov.au 
suggests that the average yearly con-
sumption of electricity by a family of 
four people in postcode 3113 is 6617 

roll at each client’s house, along 
with information about the lack of 
sanitation and clean water in devel-
oping countries, with the hope that 
people will also choose to support 
the cause.

Tristan says she’s proud of how far 
the business has come since it was 
first established in 2000 and hopes 
H2Pro’s win inspires other small 
businesses around Warrandyte to 
enter next year’s awards.

“At H2Pro we are a merry band of 
three, Tony, director/plumber, John 
another star plumber, and myself 
behind the scenes,” she said.

“For most of the year, we are on 
call 24/7 and it’s hard work. We don’t 
have office space and we work from 
a small desk in our lounge room. So 
to be recognised and acknowledged 
for all of this really is thrilling and 
very rewarding.”

  USERS WITH NO SOLAR

RETAILER $ PA

Energy Aust 1,585 

Power Direct 1,591 

Simply 1,604 

Origin – eSaver 1,616 

AGL 1,625 

Red 1,628 

Lumo 1,687 

Momentum 1,738 

Powershop 1,767 

Click – Platinum 1,783 

Dodo 1,784 

Alinta 1,812 

Diamond 1,922 

USERS WITH SOLAR 4KW    YEARLY BILL IN $

 PFIT TFIT FIT

RETAILER Pre-2012 2012 Post-2012

Red -1,104  128 1,066

Power Direct -1,027  198 1,066

Origin - eSaver -1,009  216 1,084

Powershop -1,005  220 1,158

Lumo -981  244 1,112

Energy Aust -965  260 1,128

AGL -949  276 1,214

Diamond -861  364 1,239

Simply -827  398 1,056

Momentum -714  511 1,169

Dodo -699  526 1,184

Alinta -495  730 1,388

Click - Shine -486  696 1,304

period, and pegs the service charge 
for that bill to be no more than the 
consumption charge.

Now we’ll look at the rates for 
those with solar panels, and here is 
a right old muddle.  Those people 
with foresight who installed their 
panels before 2012 receive the 
premium feed-in tariff (PFIT) for 
electricity they export to the grid at 
the rate of 60c per kWh guaranteed 
until November 1, 2024.  Those who 
installed panels in 2012 receive the 
transitional feed-in tariff (TFIT) at 
25c per kWh until the end of 2016.  
Those who installed after 2012 would 
have benefitted from the falling price 
of purchase and installation, but get 
bugger all for their electricity export, 
currently 8c per kWh (FIT) dropping 
to 6.2c from January 1 next year. 

Some retailers claim that they “top 
up” the government rates by an ex-
tra 6 to 10 cents, but often this is a 
smokescreen. The catch used to be 
that you get the promised discount 
off the whole bill, “not just the con-
sumption like other retailers but with 
us, madam, it’s off the whole bill so it 
includes the service charge as well”. 
Yes, but what he fails to tell you is 
that the “whole bill” also includes 
your solar credit which they’ll de-
duct before they apply the discount, 
so you’re not getting the implied 
benefits at all.   Recently they’ve 
changed tack. The latest scam is that 
the discount plan offered by some 
retailers (three at the current count) 
in advertisements does not apply to 
customers with solar power; they 
get a very reduced discount on their 
consumption or none at all. 

I have run the spreadsheet again 
for those with solar export. Again 
it makes various assumptions - that 
you own a 4kW solar system, it gen-
erates 5300kWh per year of which 
1800 is used in the home and 3500 
exported to the grid, you purchase 
1817 kWh peak and 3000 off-peak 
from your retailer, and other assump-
tions as before.  Then at January 
2015 your annual total electricity bill 
would be with each retailer in the 
table below right.

Tips for solar users:
Most of the tips for non-solar users 

above apply.
If you are on the PFIT or TFIT, try 

to run as much as possible at night 
or weekends.  It’s better to export 
during the day and get paid 60c or 
25c and then buy it back at night 
at 18c. The reverse will apply when 
your tariff expires at the end of 2024 
or 2016 respectively; then you’ll be 
better using your solar to power the 
house during the day

If it’s not in the fine print, check 
whether they are giving you the 
promised discount on everything 
you buy from them, or whether they 
are deducting your export refund 
first.

Check that the discount you ex-
pected actually applies if you have 
solar.

Finally, remember that this is a rap-
idly changing market, and that prices 
and tips quoted here can be out of 
date very soon. It pays to compare 
prices annually.

Winners: H2Pro’s Tony and Tristan Wise with David Donahoo (centre).
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Warrandyte  
Consulting Rooms

2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte
9844 3766 – 9844 1943

New doctors  
now taking new patients

 
Dr Olivia Rimington 

Dr Andrew Perrignon
Dr Libby Rochstein 

Dr Esther Ko 
Dr Paul Proimos

Dr Gail Dixon continues to see her regular patients

OPEN 
Monday to Friday – 9am to 5.30/6pm

Saturday – 9am to 12pm
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By SCOTT PODMORE
LOCAL author and self-pub-
lisher Kirsty Metcalf has 
recently launched her sec-
ond children’s book I Can 
See Mermaids in a series 
inspired by her two young 
daughters. 

Book stores from Torquay 
to Lorne have offered a 
wave of support for the 
author’s book which fea-
tures beautifully illustrated 
mermaids that capture the 
imagination, questions and 
hearts of children and par-
ents, with a particular fo-
cus on our coastal beaches. 
The artwork has been done 
by Kirsty’s cousin and Aus-
tralian artist Brian Nash.

The book follows the 
story of a mother and her 
daughter, Ruby, as together 
they explore the underwa-
ter world looking for signs 
to “see” mermaids. 

 “I grew up on the sands 
of Jan Juc beach and still 
recall diving in and out of 
the waves pretending to be 

By CHERIE MOSELEN
THE Warrandyte Festival commit-
tee has chosen “Smart Arts” as its 
colourful theme for Festival 2015, to 
be held over the weekend of March 
20-22.

Again, the Battle of the Bands will 
kick off the Friday night entertain-
ment. 

Saturday morning is all about the 
Grand Parade. As usual, the main 
street will swell with fabulous pri-
mary school floats, (we all love those 
costumes, hand made by parents 
who have gingerly coaxed their inner 
artist out and strapped it to a sewing 
machine!)

Large marquee, Smart Arts Central, 
will host workshops from various 
acts performing on the Riverstage, 
including African drumming and a 
ukulele workshop, and provide a 
space for storytelling. 

Music – the cornerstone of Warran-
dyte Festival – will keep crowds en-
tertained throughout the weekend.

On Saturday, festival favourites The 
Teskey Brothers and Winter Suns are 
set to liven up the Main stage with 
their distinct sounds, while local 
singer Lisa Upson will tame the sav-
age beasts with her sublime vocals 
on Sunday.

Scrumptious food, boutique beer 
and plenty of action can be found 
with the likes of the annual billy cart 
derby, duck race and family bike ride.

The Diary will bring you more on 
Warrandyte’s biggest event of the 
year in following months.

Will we see Diary cartoonist Jock 
Macneish in a “curly” costume as 
a nod to the cartoonists among us? 
(Leunig lovers will get it.)

And who will take out the honour 
as festival monarch next year… A 
wicked writer? A prolific potter?  

Watch this space!

Kirsty’s book of mermaids

a mermaid. It’s beautiful to 
see my girls Rhianna and 
Kendrah so comfortable 
and free in the ocean,” says 
Kirsty, who was a member 
and Nipper of the Jan Juc 
Surf Club. She is thrilled 
that her eldest daughter is 
following her flipper by en-
rolling in her second year 
of Nippers program. 

As an author and mother, 
Kirsty says she is dedicated 
to validating a firm belief 
in our magical friends. This 
was her motivation and 

inspiration for writing the 
collection of “I Can See”  
storybooks for children.

“I’ve been passionately 
working on this project for 
almost six years,” Kirsty 
told the Diary.

“The vision to write 
I Can See for children 
was inspired by my own 
daughters’ curiosity for all 
things we cannot ‘see’. It is 
a collection of stories for 
children to remain open to 
their connection to nature, 
to spirit, to our dear ele-
mentals and to the possibil-
ity that when imagination 
is nurtured all doors, par-
ticularly the mind, remain 
open.”

Books are available at 
any Dymocks or Collins 
(may have to order), El-
tham Book Shop, Shekinah 
(Eltham) and Quirk Gifts 
and Lifestyle (Warrandyte) 
and Robinsons Bookshop 
(Greensborough) .

For more info visit  
www.icanseebooks.com.au

Smart Arts 
will paint 
the town in 
March

By CHERIE MOSELEN
OVER 100 people attended the 
launch of local author Mick Woi-
wod’s 23rd book, Wrath of the 
Myndie, at Edendale Farm on Oc-
tober 16.

MC and former Nillumbik mayor 
Warwick Leeson acknowledged 
co-sponsors The Andrew Ross 
Museum and Nillumbik Reconcili-
ation Group, and guests including 
Cr Helen Coleman, Nillumbik’s 
current mayor.

Singer and guitarist Robbie 
Greig performed the very mov-
ing Sorry Song, which included 
a translation of a Wurrundjeri 
lament, before Shadow Minister 
for Families and Payments and 
Disability Reform Jenny Macklin 
introduced the book.

Jenny Macklin acknowledged 
the Wurundjeri people before 
talking of the significance of 
Wrath of the Myndie in “contrib-
uting to a better understanding of 
what happened when white  
people came and settled on 
Wurundjeri land”.

Commenting on the book’s style, 
she commended Woiwod’s ability 
to “merge history with the use of 
storytelling to capture the imagi-
nation and take you back to that 
time”.

The local federal MP said she 
was pleased to have been asked to 
launch Wrath of the Myndie, giv-
en her good fortune at being the 
member for Jaga Jaga for almost 
20 years alongside her belief that 
“Jaga Jaga was the bravest char-
acter in the story”. 

A cautionary tale about a young 
Wurundjeri lad setting out to pre-
vent the 1840s sheep-station own-
ers from stealing away the last of 
his people’s hunting grounds, the 
book is a substantially enhanced, 
illustrated edition of Woiwod’s 
1997 historical novel, The Last 
Cry.

Mick Woiwod told an attentive 
audience the book “was not about 
guilt or sadness” but was writ-
ten to inform locals about Yarra 
Valley history and to “break the 
bias of records written from the 
settlers’ side”. 

He added: “In 16 years, settlers 
took Wurundjeri land and de-
stroyed their culture, but school 
books told me nothing of that 
growing up because Aboriginal 
people had been written out of 
the Australian story. My determi-
nation was to put them back in.” 

Because that job was “too big”, 
the author said he decided to fo-
cus on one language, telling the 
story from the Wurundjeri view-
point as people would have sat 
around their night fires.

A writer of history for the past 
25 years and patron of the Nillum-

Wrath of the Myndie launch

A significant book: The 
Honourable Jenny Macklin 

congratulates Mick  
Woiwod on the launch of 

Wrath of the Myndie.

bik Reconciliation Group, Mick 
Woiwod’s compilation Corander-
rk Database received a Victorian 
Community History award from 
the Royal Victorian Historical 
Society and Public Record Office 
Victoria in 2012.

Wrath of the Myndie can be 
purchased locally from Eltham 
Bookshop.
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Say hello to our cook-up royalty
By MICHELLE PINI
WITH a finale to rival those of Master-
chef and My Kitchen Rules, The Great 
Warrandyte Cook-up event showcased 
local culinary skills in true Warrandyte 
style and Sharon Royal was declared 
our major cook-up champion.

Guests were treated to samples of 
shortlisted recipes, expertly recreat-
ed by local caterer Nellie Tamburro 
and accompanied by Warrandyte’s 
award-winning Rob Dolan Wines.

Entertainment was provided by the 
tranquil acoustic sounds of the Cook-up 
Combo comprising Liam Rossney and 
Jock Macneish (the latter also acting 
as MC) and the colourful contributions 
of Cook-up patron Basil Fettuccine, an 
amazing coup given Signor Fettuccine’s 
international stature and achievements, 
which include instructing Jamie Oliver 
among other world-renowned chefs.

Choosing a winner was clearly a dif-
ficult and intricate task but the expert 
panel of chefs including Benjamin 
Cooper, Sasha Lewis and Sebastien Piel 
managed the task with aplomb, declar-
ing all the dishes of an extremely high 
standard and making special mention 
of the skill displayed in the junior cate-
gory before announcing the winner.

Camberwell Electrics in conjunction 
with Fisher & Paykel and Quinton’s 
Supa IGA were generous major spon-
sors of the Cook-up and provided 
the prizes, which were presented by 
Graeme Hawkesford (Camberwell Elec-
trics), Ken Anderson (F&P) and IGA’s 
Julie Quinton, ably assisted by Basil 
Fettuccine. 

Not content with simply providing fan-
tastic prizes, major sponsors Fisher & 
Paykel also put on a gourmet barbeque 
for the Warrandyte community show-
casing their DCS, “this is not a barbe-
que”, professional outdoor grill.

A cookbook featuring Cook-up recipe 
entries is planned for publication in 
early 2015 and will also include tips 
from the eminent judging panel; pro-
ceeds will go to Warrandyte Neighbor-
hood House.

Organisers are hoping to again secure 
the services of the amazing Signor Basil 
Fettuccine for the launch.

The 2014 Great Warrandyte Cook-
up Winner scored a Fisher & Paykel 
French Door Fridge, a Curtis Stone 
10-Piece Cookware Set, $500 Quinton’s 
Supa IGA voucher for a total value of 
$3500

Winner: Sharon Royal for her La Fa-
milia Real Paella recipe.

Category winners each received a 
Curtis Stone 10-Piece Cookware Set and 
$200 Quinton’s Supa IGA voucher for a 
total value of $700

Entrée winner: Karen Heath for her 
Thai Chicken Puddings

Sandwich winner: Amy Shaw for her 
Vegan Curried Tofu Sandwich

Dessert winner: Di Macneish for her 
Mango Tiramisu

Cake winner: Jenny Kelly for her 
Blueberry, Lemon and Almond Cake

Junior Category (kids under 12) each 

By SCOTT PODMORE
IT’S reasonable to question whether this 
West End Warrandyte restaurant should 
have the word “cat” in its title rather than 
“fox”, such is the multiple lives it has lost 
over a short period of years.

Rightly so, many locals have become 
a little bemused when it came to giving 
Red Fox Restaurant “yet another go”, but 
it seems the new team has settled in and 
are here to stay. The food quality certain-
ly suggests they are, so too the word of 
mouth filtering through by the locals who 
have been prepared to give it another go. 

New owner Guru (left) is pushing hard to 
promote, no question, having taken part 
in the recent Great Warrandyte Cook-up, 
offering specials on certain nights like all 
meals for $19.90 on Sundays, happy hour 
half-price drinks from 4pm-7pm Monday to 
Thursday, and his main man in the kitchen, 
Tristan, is passionately delivering up a 
menu he takes great pride in and for good 

reason. Get him talking about the food he’s 
serving up and his enthusiasm and belief 
in it are palpable.

Now, the Red Fox lads have made the 
bold call to deliver pizzas for free around 
Warrandyte in another bonus for local 
pizza lovers.

Whatever you think or hear about the 
various incarnations of Red Fox, you’re 
best advised to stick to an honest ap-
proach without prejudice – simply pop on 
in and try it for yourself.

I didn’t mess around with any stock 
standard safe choice for this review, so I 
challenged chef Tristan to one of the more 
elaborate dishes on the menu, the paella. 

And it didn’t take long for the ladies on 
the table across the room to say “I’ll have 

what he’s having,” after my oohs and ahs 
started rolling out once bogging in. 

Beautifully presented in a pan-style plate 
and a fresh, fluffy toasted white roll to mop 
up, the fusion of flavours well and truly 
hits the tastebuds where they like it. And 
it’s a sight for sore eyes – colourful, smells 
delectable and delivers for taste.

The paella is a generous serve, meticu-
lously stacked with first-rate presentation, 
perfectly cooked rice underneath blended 
with just the right herbs and veg, tasty 
prawns, sumptuous chorizo, calamari and 
six delicious mussels forming a ring on top. 
For the $20 mark, it’s a steal whether it be 
for lunch or dinner. In fact, the rest of the 
menu – whether it be pizza, pasta, duck, 
salads or desserts – are all well priced.

Décor has changed, too, for a more 
relaxed aesthetic. There’s a more simple, 
understated layout, lovely prints on the 
wall and friendly service in Red Fox’s bid 
to create an ambient atmosphere.

review

From pizzas to paella, there’s no more foxing around

received a Kambrook Milkshake Maker, 
Kambrook Popcorn Maker, Kambrook 
Ice-cream Maker and $100 Quinton’s 
Supa IGA voucher for a total value of 
$220.

Winners: Alannah Drijfhout, aged 12, 
for her Fusion Salmon Risotto and Beth-
any Harman, aged 10, for her Balloon 
Bowls with Chocolate Mousse.

Culinary champs (left to right, top to bottom): Basil Fettucine can’t resist a 
selfie opportunity with Julie Quinton; Alannah Drijfhout and Bethany Harman; 
Amy Shaw, Basil and Fisher & Paykel’s Ken Anderson; Camberwell Electrics’ 
Graeme Hawkesford, cake winner Jenny Kelly, Basil, Julie and Ken;  
Di Macneish refuses to reveal the secret ingredient to Basil; A Fisher & Paykel 
chef cooks up a storm on the F&P outdoor kitchen; caterer extraordinaire  
Nellie Tamburro; and our judges Ben Cooper, Sebastien Peel and Sasha Lewis.
Pictures: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Queen of the Cook-up: F&P’s Ken Anderson, Quinton’s IGA’s Julie Quinton, Basil Fettucine and Graeme Hawkesford congratulate major winner Sharon Royal.

Decision time: Our professional judges decide on our Great Warrandyte Cook-up champions.
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(opposite the Bakery)
188 Yarra Street, Warrandyte     Phone 9844 5778             www.vanillaorchid.com.au

Thanks to all our wonderful  
customers for your support during 
2014. Wishing you a holiday season 
with the right mix of fun and peace.

During the holiday season we are 
CLOSED on all Mondays as usual, 
plus the following: 24, 25 and 26 
December, Sunday 28 December 
closed for lunch, 31 December,  
1 and 2 January

OPEN 
Tuesday to Saturday, 5.30pm to 10pm
Sunday, 11am to 10pm
Dine In and Takeaway
Licensed and BYO (wine only)
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derful Acapella singers. That made 
the tears flow.

Our live auction items were very 
quickly dispensed – a 10kg block 
of Cadbury dairy milk chocolate, a 
bottle of 2007 Penfolds Grange and 
a quilt handmade by Gerard’s sister, 
Barb Ryan, especially for the auction 
with a dedication to her brother 
stitched on the reverse side.

By 9.30pm the evening was in full 
swing, formalities over, food and 
drinks flowing and party people on 
the dance floor. What an amazing 
group of musicians who came to-

on the violin.
“I’m really grateful for the implant 

because life without it would be sad, 
like black and white, no colour,” Isaac 
told the Diary.

As the first baby to receive a co-
chlear implant at the Melbourne 
Royal Children’s Hospital, Isaac has 
been credited with helping change 
some of the perceptions surrounding 
hearing impairment and deafness.

Earlier this year he travelled to 
Canberra where he gave a speech 
in front of the nation’s politicians 
about how his cochlear implant had 
transformed his life.

And after the New Year, Isaac will 
begin high school at Donvale Chris-
tian College.

“He will be one of the first profound-
ly deaf kids to go to a mainstream 
primary and secondary school, as 
far as we’re aware,” Mel said. 

“It’s a pretty big thing and we’re 
hoping the government will have 
a look at and see that the path we 
chose for Isaac works so they can 
then give other hearing impaired kids 
the same opportunities.”

Music to Isaac’s ears … and the 
Warrandyte community’s, too

Lionhearted locals chip in for one of our own

vidson, our MC, welcomed everyone, 
explained the order of the evening 
and the atmosphere was set. Love, 
laughter and every other emotion 
filled the room. And the great weath-
er just topped it all off.

At 8.15pm “Davo” called everyone 
into the main room and invited us 
all to turn to the mounted television 
screens. What followed was simply 
outstanding. A recorded thank you 
message from Gerard Stevenson him-
self, followed by the most beautiful 
rendition of To Make You Feel My 
Love by Lisa Upson and her won-

anticipation as to how much of 
an impact we would make on that 
target. We had an amazing team of 
helpers from midday on Saturday 
right through to after 1am on Sunday 
morning with the pack up. Food had 
been donated by so many, Quinton’s 
IGA had assisted with beverages, 
the Warrandyte Senior Citizens had 
loaned us their tables for the silent 
auction and Warren Gore had put 
together the most amazing band to 
entertain us all. We were set as 7pm 
arrived and the first of 330 tickets 
holders began turning up. Craig Da-

By DIANNE TRENFIELD
I HAVE organised countless confer-
ences, seminars and dinners over 
the years but none have given me 
as much joy as the one I helped put 
together on Saturday night. The 
Stevenson Appeal has been on the 
go now since early September when 
Jo Sheather, Deb Halpern, Belinda 
Martin and I discussed holding a 
fundraiser to raise money for Sue, 
Gerard, Max and Zac Stevenson fol-
lowing Gerard’s tragic accident at the 
end of August. 

Deb’s suggestion of $100,000 
seemed considerably far-fetched at 
first until we set the date, found a 
venue and put the word out on email, 
Facebook and around Warrandyte, 
including the Diary.

We had wonderful support from the 
Warrandyte Sports Club committee 
and the Warrandyte Cricket and 
Football Clubs in securing the new 
clubrooms, and our event was set for 
Saturday November 29. That’s when 
we realised there was a considerable 
amount of excitement for what we 
were about to do.

Belinda set about creating a web-
site with as much information about 
the appeal as we had on hand, 
together with a ticketing process 
allowing anybody to log on and pur-
chase tickets for the event. We also 
mentioned that if anybody had an 
item, voucher or service they would 
like to donate, it would be greatly 
appreciated.

What happened over the next six 
weeks was unbelievable. We had do-
nations flooding in from all over and 
once some of our items were valued, 
we decided to upload these higher 
priced items to an online auction 
site for the duration of the appeal. 
This proved to be an extremely 
worthwhile exercise with bidding 
on some of these items beginning 
almost straight away.

By the time the 29th had arrived, 
there was a definite buzz and much 

Letter from Sue Stevenson
To our wonderful Warrandyte com-

munity. Thank you.
It hardly seems enough for all that 

so many of you have done for us after 
Gerard’s horrific fall back in August. 
To everyone who has dropped off 
a meal, sent a message or prayer, 
smiled and nodded in IGA, donated 
points, auction items, money, attended 
the fundraiser, bought stuff and every 
other way you have showed your 
support, Gerard, Max, Zac and myself 
have been truly inspired and totally 
humbled by your generosity. 

A big thank you to Julie at Quinton’s 
IGA, Scott at the Diary, local business-
es and individuals who have donated 
items, Dianne Trenfield and Belinda 
Martin for organising such a sensa-
tional event and all of the fantastic 
volunteers, band members and party 
goers who attended last Saturday. 
Warrandyte knows how to party! We 
know we are not the only ones in our 
community going through a “rough 
time” and that makes everyone’s 
support even more special. Thank you 
so much to each and every one of you 
for being there for us.

Sue, Gerard, Max and  
Zac Stevenson

brothers.
His family says moving to Warran-

dyte has been one of the best things 
for Isaac because he gets to listen to 
the sounds of cockatoos, king par-
rots and rainbow lorikeets around 
their house every day.

Isaac is also doing extremely well in 
school at Ringwood North Primary, 
where his favourite subject is art.

A keen listener of music, he also 
plays the violin and the piano.

While it’s difficult for people with 
implants to perfectly mimic music, 
Isaac’s hearing has developed so well 
that he’s now starting to correct the 
sound as he plays sharps and flats 

passionate about educating deaf 
children and she made Mel promise 
that she would keep fighting for 
Isaac’s implant.

“After seeing Isaac’s audiogram she 
burst into tears and she told me ‘get 
him implanted, you get this child to 
speak, do it for me’,” Mel said.

“She was 97 when she passed away, 
about eight months after Isaac was 
implanted. She glowed when we took 
him over and she got to hear him 
speak. She died a happy woman.”

Isaac now hears normally with his 
implant and hearing aid, which even 
has a waterproof cover, allowing 
him to go swimming with his three 

scans to make sure he was the right 
candidate for it and they said no 
to start with. We had to appeal the 
decision.”

Mel successfully appealed the 
decision with the help of Professor 
Graeme Clark, the man responsible 
for the pioneering research and de-
velopment of the bionic ear.

His work has brought hearing to 
more than 200,000 people across 
the world.

Mel’s great aunt, Gwen, who coin-
cidentally had taught deaf children 
her entire life, also encouraged her 
to not give up.

Gwen lived in Warrandyte and was 

By BRIANNA PIAZZA
JUST as Warrandytians gear up for 
another festive season, the McMullen 
family has something extra to cheer 
about this Christmas.

For this one will be the 10th Christ-
mas that 12-year-old Isaac McMul-
len can hear the sound of tearing 
wrapping paper, can sing along to 
Christmas carols and listen to his 
family chatter over the dinner table.

Isaac is profoundly deaf and with-
out his hearing aid and cochlear im-
plant can only hear sounds as loud as 
a chainsaw or an aeroplane taking off.

“Isaac was first diagnosed on 
Christmas Eve 2002, so it went from 
being the worst Christmas ever, com-
pletely ruined, to just the happiest 
time when he was implanted, started 
speaking and could hear Christmas 
songs two years later,” his mother 
Mel told the Diary.

Mel first suspected Isaac was deaf 
after he slept peacefully through the 
loud noise of an industrial vacuum 
cleaner as a baby.

A worker at an early childhood 
centre told her she was just being 
paranoid, but after months of closely 
monitoring her son’s reactions as she 
intentionally dropped pots and pans 
around the house, she took Isaac in 
for an audiogram.

“After he was diagnosed, they told 
me Isaac could do oral deaf educa-
tion, which would allow him to still 
develop his speech and language, 
or signing. However, if we wanted 
him to do oral our time was running 
out because he’d have to know all 
sounds before he turned two years 
old,” Mel said.

His parents, determined for Isaac to 
have the same opportunities as every 
other child, had to fight long and hard 
to secure funding for his expensive 
implant, which costs thousands of 
dollars.

“We went through MRI and CAT 

gether to form this band for such a 
wonderful occasion.

By 11pm both the online and silent 
auctions were over. Davo made one 
last dash to create a frenzy amongst 
the bargain hunters – some thought 
they’d never made it out. But at the 
end of the day a substantial amount 
of money was raised to help the 
Stevensons thanks to the many who 
donated time, cash, items, vouchers 
and services.

A wonderful night and a worthy 
cause. I sincerely thank all of the 
incredible family, friends and, of 
course, the community of Warran-
dyte for making it happen.

The McMullens at home  
in Warrandyte last week.  
Inset: Isaac plays violin.

That’s what friends are for: Di Trenfield, Sue Stevenson and Belinda Martin. (Inset) Gerard’s recorded video thank you.
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By VAL POLLEY 
HAVE you been shopping recently and then 
found a Christmas tune is running round and 
round your brain and just won’t go away? 
After humming All I want for Christmas for 
hours (according to the songs the answer 
appears to be either you or two front teeth) 
it was time for some serious thought on the 
matter.

World peace and reversing climate change 
would be at the top of the list though Saint 
Nicholas (aka Santa Claus or Father Christ-
mas) might find that just a bit too hard at 
such short notice. Even sorting out the East-
West Link or the desal plant would have him 
scratching his beard in perplexity. 

Those problems certainly seem to have 
discombobulated our State politicians for 
what seems like years. Expecting the Christ-
mas saint to manage it in a short time frame 
would seem too big an ask. Turning closer to 
home seemed the wisest move. Surely there 
are some desirable items in Warrandyte that 
could be on the list with some certainty of 
Christmas delivery.  

It would be wonderful gift to have the prob-
lem of the rush hour traffic in the main road 
solved without changing Yarra Street and the 
centre of the township. It is still possible to 
see the original layout by renowned survey-
or, Clement Hodgkinson. It would be disas-
trous to lose that rural township feel.

Perhaps there could be a beautifully de-
signed footbridge to clip onto the current 
bridge so that pedestrians have safe access 
and traffic has more road space. Our ‘new’ 
bridge replaced the old wooden bridge in 
1955. The old bridge, much beloved by res-
idents, had served them for eight decades 
and survived both fire and flood. The ‘new’ 
bridge will celebrate its 60th year in 2015 so 
perhaps some tweaking is in order to cope 
with the ever increasing traffic. 

The best gift of all would be some inspired 
planning that would reroute traffic away from 
Warrandyte, build the missing link and join 
Eastlink to the Western Ring Road which 
would cater for through and heavy traffic 
especially B-doubles. Watching them trying 
to negotiate the bridge and roundabout is 
excruciating, using our rural roads is so 
inappropriate. Somehow though it seems im-
possible to imagine a solution is on the cards 
this Christmas.

Perhaps Saint Nicholas would find it easier 
to expedite some outstanding planning is-
sues. There’s the service station at the Harris 
Gully roundabout site for one. Whatever 
the decision, some residents are going to 
be disappointed as some oppose and some 
support the proposal. If only he could just 
ensure that if there has to be service station 
anywhere in Warrandyte it will be in a sym-
pathetic design and of small township scale 
rather than the generic, boring suburban 
style with incredible methalithic signage pro-
posed thus far. 

There’s also the Melbourne Hill drainage 
scheme that’s been argued over and even-
tually decided on but where nothing yet 
appears to have happened. Perhaps the best 
thing we can hope for is the Saint can en-
sure there is no repeat of the Christmas Day 
storm that caused the initial flooding in 2011.

One item that could perhaps be delivered 
is finalising the bike track to connect War-
randyte to the Melbourne-wide bike trail net-
work at Beasley’s. Two sections have been 
completed but there are two to go. It would 
appear funding and agreements between 
bureaucracies need to be forthcoming and 
then the bike track can be completed. What 
a great gift that would be to cyclists every-
where. Not competing with traffic would be a 
major improvement and hopefully encourage 
more connections to and from Warrandyte.

On reviewing the list, traffic, bridge, service 
station, drainage scheme, bike track, howev-
er, it all seems rather parochial. It’s worth go-
ing back and putting world peace and revers-
ing climate change at the top of the list. They 
are such major issues facing our world.  
While it all seems so impossible, well Christ-
mas is a time when surely our Saint could 
produce a miracle or two. Even some really 
strong moves towards either of those goals 
would be so welcome. A long-awaited en-
couraging hand in this from our policy mak-
ers and politicians would be well supported. 
Peace is a part of every Christmas wish. It 
would be wonderful to make it happen.

So it’s over to Saint Nicholas (as well as 
politicians, policy makers, corporate giants 
etc) to see what can be done. We can wish 
for miracles but there’s is much we and 
mankind must do if we are to have a safe, 
peaceful, sustainable, harmonious world. 
Meantime while we wait for those gifts to be 
delivered, have a safe and happy Christmas 
time with friends and family. It will soon be 
a brand new year and who knows what that 
may bring…? 

the track and it was creeping up the charts,” 
Ben explained.

“After SXSW we went to New York to have 
follow up meetings with the labels and we were 
taken aback at the tricks they would pull to try 
and woo you. A highlight was walking into one 
of the offices where they had projected the 
guys’ press shots onto the wall and were play-
ing the High music video as loud as they could.

“A few weeks later a record label wanted to 
meet with us again to try and get the ball rolling 
so they flew us back to New York to introduce 
us to the whole team.”

By SCOTT PODMORE
WARRANDYTE’S Ben Dennis’s career goes 
from strength to strength after claiming an 
ARIA recently.

With his band Peking Duk featuring Nicole 
Millar, the team won Best Dance Release for 
their song High.

The Canberra duo’s song peaked at No.5 on 
the ARIA singles charts this year and has been 
certified platinum two times over.

“To cap off a huge year with winning an ARIA 
was something else,” Ben told the Diary. “I 
never ever thought I would go from being the 
guy handing out bottled water to artists at 
the Warrandyte Festival to managing an ARIA 
award winning act.”

Ben said attending the ARIAs was an unfor-
gettable experience.

“The nerves were certainly kicking in walking 
into the auditorium and it was so, so intense. A 
heap of our mates were up for the same award 
so it was pretty tough competition. When we 
won I was so unbelievably stoked as it’s anoth-
er dream come true and another goal achieved.

“I think I might have jumped over two rows 
to hug everyone that is involved in team Pe-
king Duk.”

Ben started work with Konkrete Agency in 
early 2012 doing mostly administration tasks 
and one day “asked the boss (Jon) if I could 
have an act or two to book”.

One of those acts just happened to be Peking 
Duk.

“So it all began from there, I wanted to help 
build them and the whole management thing 
progressed naturally,” Ben said.

“I helped with a lot of their directions with 
their image/artistically and things like that. 
We had our first big track The Way You Are in 
late 2012, which was added to high rotation on 
Triple J that meant we could start hitting up the 
bigger festivals for shows such as Falls Festival. 
From there on we kept developing the guys’ 
sound so it would appeal to a wider audience. 

“Then over the next year I began to focus 
more and more on managing when things got 
really hectic.”

In late 2013 Ben started his own management 
company Myriad Management and signed an 
official management deal with the Peking Duk 
duo. From there they travelled to SXSW in 
Austin, Texas, in March this year where they 
started creating a buzz in the music industry.

“By chance I met a few record label scouts 
from some major American record labels. They 
were all taking an interest in the guys as High 
was picking up a bit of steam back in our home 
country. All major radio stations had added 

All I want for 
Christmas is…

main goal in life is to keep her house clean and 
in so doing has probably inadvertently cleaned 
away any evidence of her husband’s activities. 
He is acquitted, and life goes on.

The nice man maintaining the local park is 
next. Children attracted to his kindness. The 
penny drops as the audience realises with 
horror, what this nice man is really all about.

The lady living out her last days in a nursing 
home concludes the show. She is told she 
will receive a telegram when she turns 100, 
reminding her of another telegram from long 
ago, advising of the death of a young man in 
the Great War, who, if things had been different, 
may have spent his life with her. It was humor-
ous in a tragic way and Noelene had us both 
laughing and crying.

The acting and directing in all three plays 
was extraordinary. Each actor alone on stage 
for 30 to 40 minutes, keeping us mesmerized 
the entire time. Every time I think the WTC 
has reached its peak, along comes something 
more amazing.

BRIONY BOTTARELLI

A few months later Peking Duk signed a 
record deal with RCA Records which covers 
the planet (label home to artists like Justin 
Timberlake, Santana and Britney Spears among 
others). After the big win, did Ben and the 
Peking Duk crew celebrate? You bet.

“The after parties were great too until we 
ended up being stuck in a lift at the Intercon-
tinental Hotel for over an hour,” Ben said. “It 
was a pretty crazy time with 10 other drunk 
music industry people in there, too. Luckily 
the hotel offered us a small bottle of water for 
our troubles.”

Ben hits a High at the ARIAS

many previous productions, as Violet, nearing 
her 100th birthday in a nursing home. I rolled 
about with mirth as she told of the daily life in 
the home, struggling to find the right words 
through her mild dementia. This play would 
have been hilarious to those with loved ones 
in aged care. Then tears of sadness rolled down 
my face as she recalled the last night with her 
boyfriend before he went away to die in the 
war, and her inherited taboos which rendered 
her unable to undress. A brilliant performance. 

Congratulations to the wonderful performers 
and their clever directors, Simone, Alastair and 
David. Thank you WTC.

DAVID HOGG

An amazing and insightful job
IT is hard to comprehend that Alan Bennett, 

who had worked alongside Dudley Moore and 
Peter Cook, could also show us amazing, in-
sightful and such a caring play written about a 
side of life most of us have never experienced.

First up is a woman who, initially at least, is 
unaware she is married to a serial killer. Her 

IN a courageous move, Warrandyte Theatre 
Company elected to stage three of Alan 
Bennett’s Talking Heads dramatic mono-
logues, which are confronting and not for the 
faint-hearted.

Outside Dog opened the evening. A creditable 
performance by Naomi Oosting as Marjory 
complete with a northern English accent. She 
told the tale of her growing suspicions as po-
lice homed in on and eventually arrested her 
slaughterhouse-worker husband, Stuart, as a 
mass murderer. I felt sad as she recalled the 
norms of the time, where sex was something 
that many women suffered rather than enjoyed, 
and where the woman was subservient in the 
home. And what future for Marjory, having to 
continue living with her now-acquitted hus-
band and his terrible dog, knowing (as wives 
and mothers do) that her husband was guilty 
after all?

Playing Sandwiches followed: again, cleverly 
acted by Tony Clayton. He portrayed an ini-
tially likeable park ranger, Wilfred Paterson 
but known as Hargreaves. As his daily routine 
gets him increasingly more involved with a 
little girl and his superiors are trying to find 
his previous employment record he is arrested 
as a paedophile. At first I think this is some 
misunderstanding, but as the play progresses 
I realise that he is, in fact, very evil. Tony car-
ries off well the difficult dramatic final scene 
which sees him in prison having been injured, 
and trying to confront the demons in his brain.

These first two monologues I found clever, 
challenging and thought-provoking, but not 
entirely enjoyable.

The evening concluded with Waiting for the 
Telegram, and WTC had kept the best for the 
last. It starred Noelene Cooper, a stalwart of 

Talking Heads not for faint-hearted

Quality performance: Noelene Cooper in Waiting for the Telegram. Picture: STEPHEN REYNOLDS

Breakout year: Peking Duk and manager Ben Dennis had great success at this year’s ARIAs.
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are having a hard 
time living and 
don’t have very 
much money and 
little food to eat.

Because I’m in 
Year 6 and going 
into Year 7 in 2015, 
my new year’s 
resolution would 
be to just try and 
finish all the homework as quick as I 
can, to remember my new timetable 
and where all my new classrooms are 
located.

Dick Davies  
(Warrandyte 
Community 
Association pres-
ident)

I think every-
one should have 
‘Happy Socks’ for 
Xmas and resolve 
to have a ‘Happy 
Socks New Year!’

Sarah Wrigley  
(outgoing chairman of the  
Warrandyte Community Bank board)

This probably 
sounds very trite, 
but I don’t actually 
want anything 
material for Christ-
mas. It’s been a 
very busy year 
on a number of 
fronts and probably 
what I am looking 
forward to most is 
just being able to relax and not think 
about work. I have my parents coming 
over for Christmas from New Zealand, 
and that will be very special as it’s 
the first time in 28 years! (Mum has 
always been working and has just re-
tired – like my grandmother did in her 
mid-70s too). Health and happiness 
are my two big things at the moment – 
for everyone!

I am so looking forward to hanging 
up my Community Bank boots! Ten 
years is a long time, I’ve handed out 
a lot of big cheques in that time, and 
it’s been an incredibly rewarding ex-
perience. I don’t usually go in for new 
year resolutions – seems a bit like 
procrastinating to me! If you want to 
do something, do it now. If something 
bothers you, challenge it. If something 
needs changing, make it happen. I do 
have two goals for 2015 though – start 
writing my book and get my son more 
settled and happy.I am not sure which 
will be the harder!

Julie Quinton  
(Quinton’s IGA owner)  

I have the same 
wish for this 
Christmas as I do 
every Christmas – 
The greatest joy I 
can ever have for 
Christmas is to be 
surrounded by my 
beautiful family. 
I love Christmas. 
It is my favourite 
time of year. I always receive so much 
pleasure from giving – I don’t particu-
larly like receiving. So when they ask 
me what I want I always say “to be 
surrounded by my family”. All I have 
asked for are updated family photos 
of my family for my home because 
seeing their faces brings me so much 
happiness.

My New Year’s resolution is the same 
one it has been for the past seven 
years – lose weight and get fit!

Mai Lim   
(Warrandyte Pri-
mary School)

 I would like 
my gecko eggs 
to hatch because 
they were sup-
posed to hatch in 
two weeks’ time 
but they haven’t 

Grace Hordern, the beautiful 
young harpist who had the audi-
ence in awe last year will return 
for an encore performance, joined 
on cello by Joel Molyneux, the son 
of Pastor David of the Warrandyte 
Community Church.

Our Warrandyte choir, the Bell-
bird Singers, will lead the singing of 
the traditional carols, accompanied 
by the 40-piece Eltham Concert 
Band. Kevin O’Mara and the War-
randyte Primary Bush Band will 
open the program, with choirs from 
Kangaroo Ground and Anderson’s 
Creek primary schools also fea-
tured during the program.

Come early with your picnic tea, 
or food and drinks can be bought 
on the night. Pre-event entertain-
ment will be provided from 7.30pm. 
Glo-sticks and candles will be  
available for purchase and dona-
tions will be accepted during  
the performance for the annual 
Christmas Bowl Appeal.

If the program is postponed due 
to bad weather, it will be held at 
the Anderson’s Creek Primary 
School Performing Arts Centre, 
Drysdale Rd, with parking at  
the football oval. Contact  
Warrandyte Community  
Church: 9844 4148.

THE combined churches of Warran-
dyte and Park Orchards will pres-
ent the Warrandyte Community 
Carols by Candlelight at Stiggants 
Reserve on Saturday December 20 
at 8pm.

The special guest artist this 
year is Judd Field, fresh from an 
Australian tour with the Madden 
Brothers. He also sings with the 
Melbourne Gospel Choir and is a 
regular featured artist at Carols 
by Candlelight at the Sidney Myer 
Music Bowl. 

He will be joined by our local ten-
or, Raymond Khong, who will sing 
some popular Christmas pieces, 
accompanied by his wife May Gavin 
on the piano. Ray has sung with the 
Australian Opera and the Victorian 
State Opera, and has thrilled the 
crowds at the carols over the past 
few years with his powerful rendi-
tions of inspiring songs.

Cindy van der Ree will also return 
to the Stiggants stage to delight the 
crowd with her silky smooth jazz 
vocals. She is an accomplished per-
former, singer and songwriter. After 
the release of her second album 
Some Kind of Beautiful, Cindy has 
settled well into the jazz genre and 
is a highly sought after vocalist and 
entertainer. 

Christmas carols by 
Candlelight returns

how to meditate. I’ve made a prelimi-
nary start by learning the word “Om” 
which I believe will be useful. I think if 
I can achieve a deep state of medita-
tive tranquillity, the time spent in pris-
on may pass more easily. How many 
years do you get for selling small 
children to people smugglers?

Peter Appleby  
(Grand Hotel Warrandyte manager) 

What I would like 
for Christmas is to 
enjoy watching the 
Warrandyte com-
munity enjoying 
themselves at the 
Grand on Christ-
mas Eve. It is our 
favourite night of 
the year and gives 
me great happiness 
to see everybody having fun.

My New Year’s resolution is for the 
Grand Hotel to continue to provide to 
our wonderful customers and staff a 
safe and happy place to work and play! 

Grace Carty  
(Warrandyte High School student)

For Christmas I 
would love tickets 
to one of my 
favourite band’s 
concerts and to 
see my boyfriend.

My New Year’s 
resolution is to be 
more active and 
fit along with eat-
ing more healthy 

and staying happy and positive.

Josephine Preston  
(Anderson’s Creek Primary School 
Grade Sixer, soon to be Year 7)

For Christmas I would love to meet 
One Direction because they are my 
idols. It would be amazing to meet 
them because they always make me 
smile. I also want to do a fundraiser 
to raise money to give to families who 

hatched yet. I want to give my cousins 
a really good present that they would 
like. I also would love a puppy so my 
dog Lucky can play with a new friend.

My goal for next year is to do more 
painting at home because it’s some-
thing fun that I like to do and you can 
be creative and do what you want 
with it. My other goal is to make my 
dog more fit. I want to take Lucky to 
the park at least once every week and 
throw the ball with him.

Francesca Longfield  
(the lolly lady, Warrandyte Lollies  
& Treats)

I adore anything 
for the garden. - 
even free-range 
chookens!

For a New Year’s 
resolution this year 
I have hinted for 
a veggie garden. 
I have a great 
handyman husband 
who can whip up the Taj Mahal out of 
recycled fence palings! So, from hum-
ble seedlings, I plan to have the dinner 
plates loaded nightly.

Scott Podmore  
(Diary editor)

For Christmas 
all I want to see 
is the smile on 
my children’s 
faces when they 
open presents 
and enjoy the 
beautiful, peace-
ful vibe Warran-

dyte brings at this festive time of year. 
I’d also love to see Warrandytians 
contribute to the Giving Tree in the 
Goldfields courtyard near The White 
Owl for the less privileged.

My New Year’s resolution is to  
simply love and laugh, look after  
myself better and produce  
more great editions of  
the Warrandyte Diary.

C
HRISTMAS is suddenly here 
and 2014 comes to a close 
as Warrandytians prepare for 
summer and a brand new year. 
The Diary’s Lucie Royal found 

plenty of locals in the festive spirit 
and rounded up some well-known 
Warrandyte identities, teenagers and 
children asking what they want for 
Christmas this year and their New Year 
resolutions.

Stephen Bell  
(Warrandyte 
Football Club pres-
ident)

Easy, for Christ-
mas I want a 
premiership at the 
Warrandyte Foot-
ball Club and one 
also for the Rich-
mond Football Club 
so I’ll have to wait 
for my Christmas presents.

My New Year’s resolution is not to 
get so stressed watching football so 
the hair will stop falling out.

Jock Macneish  
(local legend, Diary cartoonist, local 

personality)
What I’d like for 

Christmas is to 
be just a little bit 
smarter and to 
be able to think a 
little bit quicker, 
when the clan all 
get together over 
the Christmas 
break. Because 

it’s always me who ends up taking the 
four grandkids to the movies. All the 
other adults mysteriously have some-
thing else already organised, sorry 
about that … I’m not sure how many 
more Diaries of a Wimpy Kid I can 
take. And all that wriggling, giggling, 
sugar-fuelled exuberance takes a terri-
ble toll on my patience.

My New Year’s resolution is to learn 

Sweet sounds: The Bellbird Singers

Christmas wish-list and 
New Year’s resolutions
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The only place to stay in  
a cabin, in a caravan or  
for a camping experience
n  Pool, BBQs, Camp Kitchen, Games Room & undercover  
     ‘al fresco’ area

n  Pets OK  (with pet friendly cabins in addition to sites)

n  We host local birthday parties!

n  Cost effective accommodation for visiting family or friends

n  Try before you buy – don’t buy a tent, come and try ours!

182 Heidelberg–Warrandyte Rd, Warrandyte
Phone 9844 3637    Email info@cbtp.com.au

Hi Carolyn, when it 
comes to making holi-
day plans over summer, 
do you have any tips for 
being prepared? 

Jane, Wonga Park

DEFINITELY, Jane, here’s a 
breakdown of my check-
list, so feel free to write 
any of these down.

Keep an eye on foreign currency 
exchange rates and purchase a cash 
passport when currency is strong. 
Make sure you have obtained any 
required vaccinations or visas. Re-
member that your passport must 
have at least six months validity from 
the date of your return to Australia.

Arrange care for your pets and gar-
den. Also, prepare your property as 
best you can for possible fire danger 
days. Don’t forget to let the neigh-
bours know you will be away. Share 
your itinerary and contact numbers 
with them as well as your family. 

Arrange payments of any bills 
falling due, suspend the paper or 
any other regular deliveries. Don’t 
forget to return library loans or any 
DVD rentals. Have your mail held at 
the post office or ask a neighbour to 
collect it for you. 

Also, advise your bank you will 
be overseas. That way they won’t 
block your credit card when foreign 
currency transactions appear.

Practise packing your bag, then 
repack, and repack again, removing 
unnecessary items and making way 
for some serious souvenir shopping.

Check in online, check weather 
forecasts and finalise your airport 
transfer. If you are planning on leav-
ing your car at the airport, you can 
save some money by pre-booking 
your parking online. Alternatively, 
check the public transport links or 
pre book a cab.

With regards to things at home, 
set your email to auto response and 
record voicemail messages for your 
phone. Turn off the hot water, heat-
ing and cooling systems. Turn off and 
unplug all unnecessary appliances 
at the plug – not only for safety but 
you will be doing your bit for the 
environment.

Our travel expert, Carolyn Allen is 
manager of Warrandyte Travel and 
Cruise. Contact her on Carolyn@
warrandytetravel.com.au

How to survive 
the long haul 

By MICHAEL DI PETTA
“WHITE boys on Grand Street? Since 
when?”

That was my unceremonious wel-
come upon arrival at the Sara D 
Roosevelt Park public basketball 
courts, legendary among the ballers 
who reside in New York’s lower east 
side. I’m nervous, aware that I’m 
most likely about to be shown up 
something chronic.

My newfound friend Brad and I look 
at each other, nod and stride forward 
to the gathering of African American 
youths, and as confidently as we can 
muster, say “Who’s got next?”

Let me back up. 
On my recent travels to the United 

States, nothing excited me more 
than the possibility of visiting the 
undisputed mecca of basketball, New 
York City. To a fan and (admittedly 
average) player of the game like 
myself, the streets of New York are 
one giant playground.

And so, in addition to partaking 
in the traditional tourist activities, 
I set aside a day to explore and 
discover the true heart and soul of 
the city, through the world of street 
basketball. 

After visiting Rucker Park, the 
home of the Harlem Globetrotters, I 
worked up the courage to make my 
first and most likely only appearance 

By CHERIE MOSELEN 
WE decided to explore Vancouver, 
Canada’s city of cyclists, before 
crossing the border into the US.

This is a metropolis that ticks along 
to the click of multiple gear changes. 

Its bike-mad inhabitants carve up 
their city, digesting kilometres that 
would make me gag! But it’s this 
energy that shapes Vancouver’s 
enthusiastic vibe.

Mike joined the chain gang, cycling 
around the seawall, a stunning 22km 
path that border’s Vancouver’s wa-
terfront. I walked along it, taking pho-
tos of seaplanes and rusty freighters, 
which embossed the skyline.

We took the 20-minute ferry ride to 
Granville Island. 

This relaxed haven for buskers and 
beer drinkers (an acoustic rendition 
of Classical Gas was much improved 
by my pub ‘tasting map’ of local 
beer) is typical of North America - 
awash with friendly Canadians who 
can’t do enough for you. Though, 
even here the lycra lovers persisted.

Maybe it was the sight of all those 
bikes, but we decided to kick it up 
a gear and drive 90 minutes north 
to BC’s popular alpine playground, 
Whistler Blackcomb. 

Think Whistler, and what comes to 
mind is snow, skiing, Winter Olym-
pics even.

I had always fancied a visit. Not to 

On the lookout 
This month’s guest travel writers are Diary regulars, mother and son Cherie Moselen and 
Michael Di Petta. One half of a family of four, they recently spent a month holidaying in 
Canada and the United States. It’s obvious their stories took them on different paths, but it 
would seem both went for a walk on the wild side...

can be like trying to find a sultana in 
a sea of grass. Do a bear viewing and 
ecology tour in a 4WD with an expe-
rienced guide. Or, you can approach 
them on foot.

(A little education: black bears 
are omnivores, which is why oc-
casionally they can be seen eating 
grass on golf courses. Still, like most 
meat-eaters, their teeth are designed 
for tearing. It stuns me how many 
Canadian emergency rooms are met 
with tourists who have learned that 
lesson the hard way!)

I chose the evening tour with five 
other bear hopefuls. 

It was cold 5000 feet up once the 
sun went down. 

There were plenty of oohs and ahs: 
me, witnessing the majesty of tur-
quoise lakes rimmed with wildflow-
ers, the two women from California 
who forgot their jackets.

Half an hour in, our guide Kathy 
spied some movement in the scrub. 
A mother and two cubs!

“Browny”, the 20-year-old female, 
was well known on the tour because 
this population of black bears has 
been studied for over two decades.

in the NYC street game, down at Sara 
D Roosevelt Park on Grand Street in 
Manhattan.

I’m fully aware I don’t belong 
here. If you thought skydiving was 
heart-stopping, guess again. Try 
walking onto court as the lone, 
skinny white guy in front of over 60 
young African Americans, who, upon 
first glance, vividly embody every 
stereotype you’ve seen in any hip/
hop music video.

After a couple of minutes of shoot-
ing practice, to my overwhelming 
relief and utter amazement, another 
young white male makes his way 
down over to my end of the court. 
Judging by the reactions of the 
Grand Street regulars, this may be 
the first time this phenomenon has 
ever occurred.

Unsurprisingly, we struck up a 
quick friendship. 

He told me his name was Brad, 
that he had just moved up from 
California and that he was keen to 
see how his game would stack up in 
the Big Apple.

A game finishes up on the court 
beside us, my jumper is feeling 
smooth, and we decide that this is 
our time to step forward and try to 
be “picked up”.

Back to where we left off, and a 
19-year-old kid named Demarco, who 

...while white boy’s 

ski – put me on skis and I become a 
threat to myself – nor was I seeking 
the thrill of super-fast zip lining, 
bungy jumping, or thrashing around 
on ATVs. (Read teenage sons with 
big smiles!) 

What really interested me were the 
locals: a community of black bears. 

From April to May, about 50 resi-
dent bears leave their mountain dens 

to forage for carrion and fruit like 
huckleberries (which look like blue-
berries but taste like plums), over 
a five to six month feeding period.

There are generally three ways to 
observe them. 

Take a gondola ride peak to peak 
and try to pick out their lumpy 
shapes through the mountain hem-
lock below – though reportedly this 
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WOW, talk about spreading the news. 
Edda Courtney recently had a trip to Everest Base Camp which 

was guided by Warrandyte’s Steve Bell. “The trip took us about 10 
days or so to reach base camp at an altitude of just under 5400m, 
so the paper made the journey with us the whole way,” Edda told 
the Diary. “Just let me tell you that it wasn’t so easy either as we 
(mainly me actually) battled altitude sickness. But we all got there 
in the end. We also made it a little higher to reach another peak 
called Kala Patar and took photos there with Everest in the back-
ground.” 

But wait, there’s more.
Mighty Mal Parsons also did us proud by taking the Diary all the 

way to Antarctica! (middle) And Robin Atkinson, Denise Farran 
and Jane Annois got all Frenchy on a Zeste French Tours experi-
ence in the Loire Valley with Diary in hand (below).

Keep them coming over summer, folks.

for bears 
Spellbound, the five of us inched 

slowly out of the SUV. We stuck hard 
to the front bumper, listening care-
fully while Kathy talked bear biology. 

Bears are short sighted and due to 
regular resort maintenance, Browny 
was used to this strange composite 
of vehicles with humans seeming 
glued to their outsides. 

At one point, she stood on her hind 
legs and looked our way, sniffing the 
air. Upright, an adult bear is especial-
ly imposing.

As Kathy reeled off Browny’s im-
pressive CV – she can smell food a 
kilometre away and easily outpace 
a human, in fact a bear can outrun 
a racehorse over short distances – I 
began to appreciate the healthy dis-
tance between us. 

Watching her cubs, a marvellous 
blend of fur and fierce play, was all 
the better for seeing them uncaged. 
(I have a grim memory of crying 
once at the sight of a young bear in 
a cramped circus ring.)

Would I recommend bumping 
around a mountain for hours with the 
windows down on the odds of having 
an audience with the three bears? 

Indeed, it was worth every cent of 
the tour price. 

But, warming up later with a cup 
of Goldilocks hot chocolate - not too 
milky, not too sweet – now that was 
priceless.

has rights to the next game, answers 
our question of “Who’s got next?” He 
smirks, but does assign Brad and I 
to a team with three others to play 
against his own crew.

It’s five on five, first to 21 points. 
As the crowd of over 60 black youths 
gather, presumably to laugh at the 
white boys, I realise, somewhat 
belatedly, that there is no longer 
anywhere to hide.

Ball game is on and I make a couple 

of shots myself. However, I get cocky, 
and go to the hoop against a much 
more athletic opponent who blocks 
my shot. Hard. 

The howls of laughter in my general 
direction from the natives on the 
bench will live long in my memory.

But during our next possession, the 
unimaginable happens. I turn the ta-
bles. One on one with my opponent, 
I cross him up, causing him to fall 
over as I go to the basket and score. 

bringin’ heat on Grand Street
This causes a vocal explosion from 

the ever-growing crowd of young 
New Yorkers on the sidelines, who 
start jumping out of their seats and 
yelling out, “White boy bringin’ heat”.

Never in my life has there been a 
sweeter moment.

The game goes on, and our rag tag 
team is somehow keeping pace, with 
the scores at 14-all. Playing defence 
now, I manage to steal the ball from 
Demarco himself. Again, it creates 
uproar in the crowd, who start un-
realistically comparing Brad and I to 
various white NBA players.

The rest of the game passes like 
a whirlwind and we eventually fall 
21-19. I didn’t care about the result. 
I was just proud to be able to hold 
my own.

Shaking hands with the opposition, 
Demarco comes up, slaps me on the 
back and says, “You play good D for a 
white boy, and you always welcome 
down here.” 

And with that, the true power of 
street basketball dawned on me. 
Once we stepped on court, despite 
the initial surprises, we were all 
just basketball players, teammates 
working together.

For 45 minutes they were my broth-
ers, and somehow, against the odds, 
this white boy managed to jump just 
a little bit.

Diary goes global...
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Falling for an age-old problem
we were both amazed and 
delighted to hear from our 
local bookseller that Arthur 
Ransome’s Swallows and  
Amazons series are also con-
stant sellers.

“The kids can borrow these 
or we can read them to them,” 
I was informed. “And at $50 
for the six, they’re a bargain!”

I suggested we check out 
Young and Jackson’s as a 
possible lunch venue before 
we took the train home. It 
was as inflexible as the rest. 
We could pay $32 a head 
for the “express lunch’ in 
the upstairs posher section, 
but again, we would need to 
collect the money  “to make 
it easier for us”.

As we walked to the train 
station we felt a little sub-
dued. Public transport to 
the venue was a doddle but 
lunch! It seems we were go-
ing to have to either collect 
money before the outing or 
go through the nightmare, on 
the day, of collecting money, 
people not having the correct 
money, not having change to 
give people who didn’t have 
the right money or people 
making addition and subtrac-
tion errors leaving us with the 
shortfall to cover.

On the train we decided to 
pre-collect the lunch money. 
Then Herself rummaged in her 
bag and then started reading, 
Five Go To Smuggler’s Top. She 
offered me one to read but 
the thought of a man of my 
years being seen reading Enid 
Blyton on a train was almost 
worse than being seen on a 
coach, wearing a badge, going 
on ‘an outing’.

 ROGER KIBELL

ERSELF and I were 
on a mission. We 
belong to a Pro-
bus club and had 
agreed to organise 

the monthly outings. Choos-
ing the outing venue is not 
so difficult but then comes 
‘transport’ and ‘the meal’.

A few years ago, neither Her-
self nor I (not ‘myself’!) could 
have imagined ourselves sit-
ting in a coach with a lot of 
other old people, all wearing 
name tags, going on ‘an out-
ing’. To be seen going on an 
‘outing’, in a bus/coach with a 
lot of other older people, was 
code for the horrified thought, 
“My God, he’s getting past it! I 
can never see us doing that!”  
It’s a bit like ‘the fall’.

When you are younger and 
assumed to be in control of 
your faculties, you just ‘fall 
over’. You trip because of too 
much exuberance or because 
you just make a miscalcu-
lation. When you get older, 
you ‘have a fall’ and that’s 
an entirely different thing 
altogether. As soon as the 
phrase, “Poor old X has had a 
fall!” is uttered, it is inevitably 
followed by raised eyebrows 
and a knowing, “Oh dear.” Not 
the casual, “Oh dear, that’s 
a bummer. I hope s/he gets 
better soon,” but the more sin-
ister “Oh dear!” Immediately 
everyone checks their smart 
phone diary to check wheth-
er X’s obviously imminent 
funeral might clash with their 
regular HRT appointment or 
their base jump booking.

So leaving the shuddering 
horror of the situation to one 
side, let me proceed.

Hire transport tends to come 
in two sizes, the 24-seater, ad-

as you know, at our ages, we 
have a lot of ‘falls’.

Then there are the outings 
we can get to by public trans-
port. This means we have to 
‘do a recce’ beforehand to 
check the timing, the ease of 
access and where we might 
have lunch.

Now you’d think cafes and 
quasi restaurants would go 
out of their way to attract 
cashed up oldies on an outing. 
They have no trouble setting 
aside seating and tables and in 
some cases providing a fixed 
price meal but as soon as you 
ask, “Can we have separate 
billing?” so many of them 
throw up their hands in hor-
ror and complain that it’s too 
difficult. Strange, because our 
Dine Out and Lunch groups 
find restaurants that manage 
quite well and have received 
return business as a result. So 
we trudged from one venue 
to another, desperate to find 
somewhere that wanted our 
custom.

We eventually found our-
selves in Federation Square 
and as it was Saturday, the 
second hand book sellers 
were set up in the food hall 
area. Herself trawled the ta-
bles looking for titles we 
probably threw out when we 
shifted a few years ago. In 
the meantime, I was ordering 
lunch and checking out the 
cafes as potential lunch sites.

“I’ve found these!” she cried. 
I walked over to be somewhat 
amazed that what she had 
‘discovered’ were six titles 
from Enid Blyton’s Famous 
Five series. It seems that our 
Enid has had somewhat of a 
resurrection. Our grandkids 
are devouring her books and 

“To be seen on 
an ‘outing’, in a 
bus/coach with 
a lot of other 
older people, 
was code for 
the horrified 
thought, ‘My 
God, he’s get-
ting past it! I 
can never see 
us doing that!”

kibbled

equate but a bit like crossing 
the Himalayas in a billycart, 
or the 48-seater coach, the 
more comfortable and more 
expensive, stretch hearse 
alternative. Before hiring the 
48-seater, for an outing in a 
month or two’s time, you need 
to be sure you can get the 48 
participants with at least 10 
on the waiting list because, 

Acupuncture 
Warrandyte

82 Yarra Street   0402 087 693   www.tcmwarrandyte.com

ACUPUNCTURE – HERBAL MEDICINE – TRADITIONAL CUPPING  
REMEDIAL MASSAGE – THAI MASSAGE – REFLEXOLOGY – TUINA

Sam Dudgeon
B.Hlth Sc (Acu) Dip RM. TTM. REF, 
Member ATMS, AHPRA

E F F I C I E N T  &  A F F O R D A B L E

Airport Transfers
L O W  C A R B O N  E F F I C I E N T  H Y B R I D S

For bookings  
please call or text

0400 102 210
Cameron Guymer

0408 348 180
44 Yarra Street, Warrandyte.  Phone 9844 3280

You’re in safe hands
PAUL J. GILLING

REBECCA VAN DER JAGT 
B.Sc, B.AppSc, Grad Dip Manip Therapy MAPA

Warrandyte Physiotherapy Centre 
2 Trezise Street, Warrandyte  9844 1566

Member of Manipulative Physiotherapists Association of Australia

PILATES 
Uniting Church, Cnr Taroona Ave & Westend Rd, Warrandyte

Tuesday & Thursday  6.30pm 
Friday 10.30am

Improve posture, balance, flexibility, strength 
Improve health, confidence and decrease back pain

Pelvic Floor First Member – Level 2 Pilates Instructor – Personal Trainer 
30 yrs Nursing experience – Suitable for All Ages – Mature Adults Welcome

Bookings: Dee 0425 747 819, info@deetermination.com.au 
www.deeterminationfitness.com.au

Warrandyte Health



27 Warrandyte Diary December 2014

Tina Fersterer MAPS
Child and Family 

Psychologist in Warrandyte
0404 657 473

Specialising in:
• Assessment & Counselling
• Positive Behaviour Support
• Autism Spectrum Disorders
• ADHD
• Mental Health
• Learning Disabilities
• School funding applications
• Medicare rebates available

PORT 
DOUGLAS

BEAUTIFUL PORT 
“Shout Yourself to a Holiday”
APARTMENT – POOL – RESORT

HOLIDAY BOOKINGS NOW  
OPEN FOR 2015

2BR fully self contained 2 min 
walk to famous 4 mile beach, 

short walk to Macrossan 
Street shops and world class 

restaurants. 
CONTACT OWNER DIRECTLY:

0409 359 240

All types of  
glass, glazing,  

mirrors, shower 
screens

WARRANDYTE  
✷✷ GLASS ✷✷

Terry Ryan
9879 0373 

or
Mobile: 0418 369 294

Dr Stuart Turner (B.V.Sc.) 
& Associates

Lwr Cnr Melbourne Hill &  
Houghton Rds, Warrandyte

Consultation by Appointment 
Phone 9844 3071
NEW WEEKEND HOURS 

SATURDAY 8–4   SUNDAY 10–12

grant mcgregor

love
landscapes

0431 157 025 • 9844 3424
maca.mcgregor@bigpond.com

garden design  
& maintenance
landscaping
sustainable solutions
fully insured

Functional products with 
artistic qualities – hand 

rails, screens, gates, house 
hardware, handmade to 

your design or mine

0418 357 282
NEIL CARTER

Carter Art
Artistry in Iron

A BIT OF WARRANDYTE 
BY THE SEA!

Available again after 2 years  
(sorry to all those who have missed it)

WYTALIBA 
Mudbrick Cottage  

at Aireys Inlet
Set on two acres of bush and  

cottage garden it has three bedrooms  
(2 queen beds, two singles),  

a fully equipped kitchen, open fire, 
courtyard with bbq. 15 min walk  

(3 min drive) to beach, general store  
and close to bush walks in the 

Angahook State Forest. 
Available Jan/Feb and all school 
holidays. Minimum 2 night stay. 

Phone Karen on 0425 609 789  
for bookings and enquiries

TOM KERKHOF 

T E L E V I S I O N
Servicing the area for 40 years

 DIGITAL Televisions,  
Stereo Systems, DVDs,  

Digital Set Top Box Systems, 
New Digital Television  

Set-ups

Phone 9844 3970
Mobile 0408 175 274
27 Mitchell Ave, Warrandyte

our place
By MARILYN MOORE

“I slept in because I was 
out all night on a platypus 
survey.” An excuse to be used 
only sparingly, admittedly, but 
one of undeniable originality. 

“I slept in because Mum’s 
car was being repaired and 
we had to get the bus home.” 
That took some explaining. In 
those days there was no bus 
along Research Road after 7 
p.m. so after a late finish at 
school we ended up having to 
walk several kilometres from 
the bridge. I seem to recall 
a black moonless night, too 
dark to see roadside puddles. 
By the time we’d trudged up 
the last hill it was very late 
and we were wet through 
with squelching shoes. I did 
consider hiring a car, but do-
ing without seemed so much 
more adventurous. And it 
was educational. I can vouch 
for that. 

“One of our budgies started 
attacking the other budgies. 
We had to get another aviary 
so we could separate them. 
It took ages to catch her, and 
there was blood and feathers 
everywhere. I had to go and 
put a clean shirt on.” I remem-

ber some amusement at work 
as well when I phoned in late 
with that story. 

“We got snowed in and 
missed our flight home.” En-
tirely true, Your Honour. On 
the last morning of a long 
weekend getaway, we awoke 
to find our car covered by a 
foot of snow and the only road 
out impassable. It took hours 
for the snowplough to get 
through. I didn’t realise that 
nobody at work had believed 
me until I took my photo al-
bum along a couple of weeks 
later. “Oh, you really DID get 
snowed in!” they exclaimed, 
looking amazed. I was a bit 
miffed by that. We seem to 
have excuses enough through 
natural causes – I can’t recall 
ever having to invent one.

“We had to find the baby 
Tawny Frogmouth and put it 
in a safe place.” It had fallen 
out of its nest. The parents 
fed it and looked after it at 

Better ‘very’ late than never
ATE again! It’s always 
been a bit of a run-
ning theme at our 
place, despite my 
best efforts.

When our kids started high 
school they discovered that 
there was a Late Book in the 
Head’s antechamber. All en-
tries had to be signed off by 
an appropriate adult. Their 
school was located far from 
here, and excuses that were 
standard fare in Warrandyte 
were decidedly novel in sub-
urbia. My eye ran down the 
page of preceding entries. 
“Dentist … headache … op-
tometrist … dentist …”

We soon changed that. 
 “A tree fell across our drive, 

and we had to wait for some-
body to come with a chain-
saw,” was a reason for missing 
the school bus on more than 
one occasion. I suppose I 
could’ve phoned somebody 
to ferry the kids to the bus 
stop but we were invariably 
cutting it fine and of course 
we didn’t find the fallen tree 
until we were leaving. No, we 
were just late. Sometimes 
very late. 

night, but we couldn’t leave 
it flapping helplessly on the 
ground during the day or the 
neighbour’s cats would have 
made short work of it. As it 
got stronger over succeeding 
weeks, the little beggar got 
harder and harder to find.

“We were in Queensland 
competing in Nationals and 
the beaches got shut down for 
two days because of sharks. 
After that everything was 
running behind schedule …” 
Well that was all over the TV 
news, with spectacular aerial 
footage of packs of sharks 
hunting a thick black cloud 
of sardine-like tiddlers along 
the shoreline. Nobody could 
argue with that. 

But the excuse that I’ve had 
to use most frequently over 
recent years – an excuse that 
everybody understands, even 
those unfortunate enough 
to be buried in the wilds of 
suburbia – has just struck 
again. “My computer won’t 
work – Windows keeps crash-
ing! Damn!’

It’s obviously time to go 
right to the top for help.

“Dear Santa …”

SHOP 5, 35-37 DRYSDALE ROAD, WARRANDYTE
9844 2661 A/H 9844 2540 

JOHN ROBERTS
and Associates

Certified Practising Accountants

TAXATION AND ACCOUNTING
 •  Taxation Return Preparation
 •  Electronic Lodgement Service
 •  Accounting & Business Consultants

ELECTRICIAN
▲  Domestic  
▲  Commercial
▲  Industrial and Air-
conditioning Installation 
and Maintenance all areas

Phone 9844 2135 
Mobile 0418 333 979
NO JOB TOO SMALL

REC no. 6161

bradley curtis

Release your stress
Improve your well being

Calm your mind in serene 
surroundings

Classes for adults & children

BHAVA YOGA & DANCE CENTRE 
5a West End Rd, Warrandyte

9844 1128
bhavacentre@gmail.com

Yoga, Meditation & 
Creative Dance

SHOP LOCALLY  
TH IS  CHRISTMAS 

dialogue on the blackboard, 
titling it Christmas at Boggy 
Creek.

This time we could craft the 
characters to the children 
who would be playing them. 
(The Grade 4 girl who was 
the village postmistress who 
opened everyone’s mail, actu-
ally became a real postal clerk 
and remained so through her 
working life.)

We incorporated several 
bush ballads with lyrics 
tweaked to fit our story. The 
plot explained how it was dis-
covered that Santa Claus was 
not visiting Boggy Creek that 
year – so something must be 
done. Skulduggery was discov-
ered, but justice prevailed, the 
local bushranger turned from 
villain into hero and the ‘real’ 
Santa Claus appeared on stage 
with his bulging bag and pro-
ceeded to hand out presents 
– purchased by the Mothers’ 
Club – to every school child 
and preschooler in the hall.

We knew it would be a hard 
act to follow; but by the follow-
ing February the teacher had 
moved on and the school had 
been closed due to diminish-
ing enrolment. A neighbouring 
farmer bought the limestone 
ridge, and demolished school 
and residence. The site has 
long since reverted to wheat 
crops.

Footnote: A writer friend, 
who viewed the performance, 
suggested I send the script 
to the ABC. So I did what 
I thought was a creditable 
radio version and posted 
it off. It came back in due 
course, suggesting the work 
was mainly visual. Could I 
rewrite it for TV? This 40- 
minute version went to air the 
following Christmas with a 
fine professional cast, marking 
the beginning of my future 
new career. 

CLIFF GREEN

school – Bunyip Bluegum, Sid 
Sawnoff and the rest of them 
– and began rehearsals.

All seemed to be going well, 
but by the time we were ap-
proaching performance I re-
alised the Grade 5 girl cast as 
Bunyip Bluegum was not cop-
ing with Bunyip’s convoluted 
dialogue. At the last minute 
I made a drastic decision. I 
would have to play Bunyip 
Bluegum! So I donned the 
magical koala ears – crafted by 
a skilled parent from rabbit fur 
and wire – and gave it a run. 
Problem: I didn’t know the 
lines! So we built a cardboard 
gum tree and hid the original 
Grade 5 girl inside as ‘prompt’.

The performance was a wild 
success. The combination of 
me with rabbit skin ears and 
the Grade 5 girl bellowing the 
lines ahead of me from inside 
the tree, with me following 
limply behind, brought the 
house (or rather the corrugat-
ed iron hall) down.

The following year we had 
to eclipse our previous effort. 
So we decided to write our 
own play – and we’d make 
it a musical! Once again we 
constructed the story and 

UR first proper 
home after  we 
marr ied was a 
tiny, pock-marked, 
white ant-riddled 

cottage, perched on an im-
penetrable limestone ridge 
on the edge of the Mallee, 
known officially as the Head 
Teacher’s Residence.

Attached to this shaky 
old structure was the single 
schoolroom. It was here we 
enjoyed our first years of 
teaching, at State School No. 
4041 Wheatlands.

As the end of that first year 
approached, we were remind-
ed, on a fairly regular basis: 
“We’d better start practicin’ 
for our school concert.” We 
were told the concert consist-
ed mainly of carols and “some 
other stuff”.

A local young pianist of 
some talent provided the 
music. She had taken it upon 
herself to teach the children 
some beautiful Australian 
Christmas carols. We followed 
this up with some bush bal-
lads. We decided to extend the 
Australian content.

We had toyed with the idea 
of performing a little play. 

Christmas on the edge
We searched the shelves of 
the educational bookseller 
in Bendigo but found nothing 
suitable: all too ‘English’ or 
too ‘soppy’ for these down-to-
earth Mallee kids.

I had been reading The Magic 
Pudding to the whole school 
– all eight of them. (You try 
holding the interest of kids 
from Prep to Grade 6 with 
the one book.) The book was 
highly successful – perhaps 
we could do a dramatisation 
of The Pudding?

Being a published author by 
this time and recognising my 
moral responsibility, I wrote to 
Norman Lindsay seeking his 
permission. I included a num-
ber of children’s drawings of 
his characters with the letter 
and received a charming re-
sponse, granting permission.  

We built the script on the 
blackboard with the kids all 
collaborating, cast the play 
from the steps and stairs that 
was the total enrolment of the 
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out of the inbox
By BRIONY BOTTARELLI

Publicise your coming events. 
Items for Out of the Inbox are 
welcome. Include full details 
of date, place and time and 
post to: Warrandyte Diary, 
PO Box 209, Warrandyte Vic 
3113 or emailed to: briony@
warrandytediary.com.au.

and body, to communicate to 
those in our community who 
are deaf. Starts Monday, Feb-
ruary 9, 7-8.30pm. Cost $108.

Tai Chi & Qigong
Gentle movement class with 
Tai-Chi and Qigong involving 
slow movement, balance and 
meditation. Suitable for those 
recovering from illness, injury, 
chronic fatigue, anxiety and 
depression. Starts Wednesday 
Feb 11, 9.30-10.30am. Cost $72, 
first class free. Seven classes 
in total. Bookings for all the 
above can be made on 9844 
1839 or info@wnh.org.au.

Photography
You will learn how to use var-
ious functions on your own 
digital or compact camera to 
produce professional looking 
photos across all genres. 
Suitable for beginners or ex-
perienced photographers. 
Must bring your own camera. 
Starts Monday Feb 9, 10.30am-
12.30pm, six sessions for $144.

Pottery expo
On the riverbank in Warran-
dyte. February 21 and 22. 
The French are back! Eight 
French and 50 of Australia’s 
finest ceramic artists, present, 
contemporary and traditional 
ceramics. Encore! February 
11-14 at Manningham Art Gal-
lery, MC2, 687 Doncaster Rd, 
Doncaster. Soiree Thursday 
February 19, 6-8pm.

Church Christmas services

LOCAL churches will be hold-
ing their Christmas services 
as follows: Anglican – Christ-
mas Eve family service at 
5pm, Communion service at 
11pm. Christmas Day service 
at 9.30am. Contact 9844 2193. 
Uniting – Christmas Eve fam-
ily service at 7.30pm. Com-
munion service at 11.30pm 
and Christmas Day service 
at 9am. Contact: 9844 0674. 
Community – Christmas Eve 
service at 7pm. Christmas Day 
service at 9am. Contact 9844 
4148. Catholic – Christmas 
Eve family service at 6pm at 
Park Orchards. 9pm mass at 
Warrandyte. Christmas Day 
9am mass at Park Orchards. 
Contact 9876 1509.

Grand gigs
Commencing 8. 30pm. Electric 
Intent, Friday December 12, 
Threezacrowd, Friday Decem-
ber 19.  Also, every Thursday 
night from 8pm, Harry Healy 
from ‘The Voice’ will be play-
ing in the Public Bar.

Garden
Warrandyte Community Gar-
den currently has one spare 
plot available. If you are inter-
ested, please contact Barbara 
on 9844 4544.

Nursery
Have you visited your lo-
cal nursery? Come along on 
Thursdays between 9.30am 
and 12.30pm, or the first Sat-
urday of each month from 
9am-1pm and the first Sunday 
of each month from 2-4pm. 
Purchase all your local native.

painting & 
decorating

Andrew John
Managing Director

Member of Master Painters Association No. 3993
Ring or Email for a No Obligation Free Quote

p:  0412 765 210
e:  andrewjohn75@optusnet.com.au

w:  fourwallspainting.com.au

Spring is finally here and the grass  
has started growing again!

Now is a great time to review the vegetation management  
on your property. Star Contracting Services can assist you, providing 

quality mowing/slashing contracting.

OUR SPECIALISED SERVICE COVERS:
H Steep and hilly terrain maintenance H Acreage lawn/paddock mowing 

H Fuel reduction and fire breaks to manage your bushfire risk 
Based in Warrandyte we cover all of Melbourne and its outer boundaries.

Call Jason 0425 786 462

Gift vouchers 

available

COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC REPAIRS

Economical Repairs to:
 TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi, Computers, Telephones,  
 Electronic Equipment, Appliances
Computers: Laptops & Desktops Telephones:
 Repairs, Advice, Cleanup Moves, New Batteries 
 Virus Removal, Wi-Fi Extra Phone Sockets 
 Broadband Installation ACA Licensed Cabler

DAVID HOGG   9844 2360

• Re-roofing & New Roofs • Gutterguard & Leaks
• Gutters & Downpipes • Rainwater Tanks
• Skylights & Whirlybirds • Insulation

9844 3619 – 0411 267 490  
selectmetalroof@optusnet.com.au 
www.selectmetalroofing.com.au

A L L  W O R K  G U A R A N T E E D

SHAPES BOBCAT Call 9844 2117 
or 0410 402 046.
SAFE AND SOUND PET CARE 
We care for your pet when you 
cannot be there. Honest, reliable 
and professional care in your own 
home. Phone Norma 0409 137 246.
MOSAIC STAINED GLASS 
Beautiful panels for doors and 
windows; natural themes and small 
panels a specialty. Free quotes. 
Shan 9712 0024.
WANT A MINI AD? The cheapest 
way to send your message to the 
Warrandyte community. $10 for 5 
lines (30 characters per line), then 
$1 each additional line, prepaid. 
Phone 9844 0555.

AUTHORISED CELEBRANT: 70 
years young. 3000 weddings. Still 
going strong. John Byrne 9844 
2155, 0418 995 189.
CHAUFFEURED TRANSFERS 
Arrive safely, in style and comfort. 
Airport transfers, Parties, Weddings. 
City and Suburb to Suburb. Up to 
6 passengers & luggage. Call 
Clive for bookings 0412 556 801.
PHILLIP ISLAND Cape Woolamai 
3 bedroom Townhouse (sleeps 6). 
Fully self contained. Close to surf 
and safety beaches. Phone owner 
0433 572 355.
MOBILE WOOD SPLITTING 
SERVICE Ring Terry 0409 411 943  
or leave a message on 9722 2592

DIARY MINI ADS

Celebrating 25 years as Warrandyte’s No.1 community pharmacy. New look Chemmart! Chris 
and Alex and the team would like to thank everyone for their support.

artyfacts
Cherry Manders
For those who missed out on 
Cherry Manders studio sale, 
“The Colours of 2014”, the 
works can still be viewed by 
appointment. 0437 352 761 or 
9844 3895.

Stonehouse
Discover ‘One out of the Box’ 
special exhibition showing 
from November 9 to Decem-
ber 25. Open daily at 103 Yarra 
St, Warrandyte. 

Birthday girl: Shirley Rotherham is turning 80

Like us on Facebook 
Five for Friday, videos,  
funnies, news updates, 
sports reports, giveaways  
and lots more

www.facebook.com/warrandytediary

Sign language
Coming in Term 1, 2015, at the 
Warrandyte Neighbourhood 
House. Auslan (Sign language). 
Have you always wanted to 
learn sign language? During 
this six week course you will 
learn how to express your 
thoughts and meanings using 
a combination of hand shapes, 
facial expressions, orientation 
and movement of hand, arms 
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nature
Words and Photos 
by LINDA ROGAN

brown and white spider. 
“This is a female” Mitch exclaims. 

Her photo is in the middle of the 
image above.  “And here’s a male,” 
Mitch calls. This time striking pat-
terns of black and white, and blue 
and red, reveal the presence of an-
other jumping spider. This colourful 
spider, on the right above, appears 
slim with the flaps on his abdomen 
folded down. Imagine the appear-
ance if he raises his abdomen and 
spreads the colourful flaps? The fe-
male is gone and the flaps stay down. 
This species is Maratus volans from 
the Latin volare “to fly”. 

When identified in the 1800s it was 
thought that the flaps on the abdo-
men were raised to aid in gliding, 
so “to fly”. 

Observation shows that the flaps 
raise and extend during courting, 
not unlike a peacock. Most male 
peacocks aren’t too fussy and will 

the day off from his native plant 
nursery to be our guide. Raised near 
Briagolong, he knows the foothills of 
this area intimately.

Travelling along Freestone Creek 
Track, beyond the bitumen, we stop 
at an unmarked campsite amongst 
the eucalypts where ground story 
plants are sparse. Mitch says: “Just 
sit still and watch amongst the litter.” 
Sometimes he sits for hours on hot 
days, watching orchids for pollinat-
ing insects and sees spiders on the 
ground as well. Soon he calls out, 
“Here’s one.” 

Just a stick, I think, until a lump 
moves and becomes a plump mottled 

EACOCK spiders are sensa-
tional but they are 3mm to 
5mm long. So come along 
on a peacock hunt. Images 
above will show you what 

to look for. On the left are two views 
of a peacock or flying spider that 
I took in Langwarrin Reserve. Tea 
trees in the firebreak are mown so 
often that they grow like ground 
covers, here I was searching for or-
chids and insects. From an 8mm tea 
tree fruit, four round eyes stared up 
over fluffy white palps - I had found 
my first Victorian peacock spider. 

His brilliant blue and purple abdo-
men had a single yellow spot. Mitch, 
our guide for the spider hunt, told 
me this was an unnamed species, 
first photographed in Canberra and 
already known at Langwarrin. 

With Mitch, on a hot November Day 
in Gippsland, we search for more 
peacock spiders. Mitch has taken 

On the hunt for peacock spiders
display for a female of any related 
species. For a special treat, google 
“Dancing peacock spiders” to see 
Jurgen Otto’s wonderful videos of 
several species.

After lunch we proceed up the track 
searching for additional species of 
peacock spiders. We stay at track-
side; Mitch hunts the stony hillside. I 
have found and lost one spider. Mitch 
calls out, “I have one here.” Although 
less colourful than the previous “fly-
ing” spider, this one looks as if he is 
painted for Corroboree and has been 
recently named M. plumosus, for its 
abdominal plumes.

As this one seems determined to 
get away, we move the spider to 
centre track and lay on the ground 
to get close for photos; Mitch herds 
the spider back whenever it attempts 
to escape. It may be an hour before 
I realise my joints are aching and 
the stones pushing through my 

kneepads. 
“Shall we move on,” our guide asks. 

“There’s one more stop.”
Sometimes the best is last, al-

though I’m nearly too exhausted for 
photos. Mitch finds another male and 
a female nearby. When moved into 
sight of the female, the male imme-
diately begins to display. He spreads 
abdominal plumes and flashes blue 
thighs while he dances around the 
stick. We are so enthralled and I take 
a few photos.

The time is late. Mitch takes both 
spiders home to take better photos. 
He will reward them with flies and 
termites then return them to their 
home. You can see his photos on 
BowerBird by following the link bow-
erbird.org.au/observations/23156  

What a great day! Now, let’s find 
some peacock spiders near War-
randyte, but please, if you do, let 
me know.

FOWSP’s new education centre opens

passed away, suggesting that 
FOWSP should do something to 
increase the professional appear-
ance of the nursery and better 
present our educational materials. 

That started the ball rolling, 
looking at the overall needs of the 
nursery, its part time staff and its 
large workforce of volunteers and 
its educative role in the commu-
nity. It became clear that FOWSP 
required a place to keep its seed 
store and resources secure from 
rats and the weather and the con-
cept for the education centre was 
hatched.

The building was constructed by 
the students at Holmesglen TAFE 
and with roof removed, transport-
ed down the narrow Pound Bend 
Road on the tray of a large truck. 
Here FOWSP volunteers put the 
roof on, painted the inside and 
equipped the house with neces-
sities to keep our seeds dry and 
safe and house our library, and 
make life easier for FOWSP staff 
and volunteers.

“But most importantly we want 
the building to be an education 
centre for (learning about) indige-
nous flora and fauna,” said Artur. 

Committee member Gray Ardern 
pointed out: “It is important to 
recognise that a good proportion 
of the funds used in the construc-
tion, transport, completion and 
fitting-out of the building came 
from the sale of the book Discov-
er Warrandyte. This book was 
published by FOWSP in 1992, 
and its sales put FOWSP on the 
sound financial footing which has 
enabled us to go ahead with this 
building project all these years 
later. We remember with gratitude 
the work of those early members 
of FOWSP.” 

Val Polley also said: “It is gratify-
ing to see how far FOWSP and the 
nursery have come in 32 years. 
May this building seed equal prog-
ress over the next 30 years.”

By LINDA ROGAN
THE sun shone on the Friends of 
Warrandyte State Park (FOWSP) 
on Sunday November 23 when the 
FOWSP Education and Resource 
Centre was officially opened. 

FOWSP secretary Artur Muchow 
welcomed the happy crowd that 
included representatives from An-
dersons Creek Landcare, Jumping 
Creek Landcare, Osborne Penin-
sula Landcare, Friends of Wester-
folds Park, Yarra River Keepers   
and The Warrandyte Community 
Association.

He thanked Sarah and Bianca 
who provided lovely background 
music for the event. 

“This is a big project for FOWSP. 
We are very grateful to a small 
group of members who have had 
the expertise and commitment 
to bring this building to comple-
tion,” Artur said.

He then introduced Val Polley, a 
founding member of Warrandyte 
Environment League and FOWSP, 
who graciously presided over the 
unveiling of the plaque and open-
ing of the centre. Her environ-
mental credentials include work-
ing a decade for National Parks 
Services and as a consultant in 
environmental planning, and she 
is the secretary of the Warrandyte 
Historical Society. 

Val has recently authored and 
published a book “Wonderful 
Warrandyte A Portrait” which 
received a commendation at the 
Royal Historical Society of Victo-
ria and a Public Office Community 
History award for small publica-
tions.

“I feel very privileged to open 
your new Education Centre. Lis-
tening into all the achievements 
of the past year was quite inspira-
tional,” Val said.

“You should all be very pleased 
with the outcome of your work; 
the new centre, the expanded 
nursery, the obvious respect in 
which the group is held. Well 
done to all.”

 She then unveiled the unique 
pottery plaque that was created 
by Gray Ardern, son of Warran-
dyte potter Elsa Ardern.

It had been five years since the 
committee received a letter from 
its elder statesman Ray Clarke, 
in his 90s then and since sadly 

Here’s to the next 30 years: 
Artur Muchow and  

Val Polley in front of  
the plaque at the front of  

the education centre.

Some of the guests enjoying afternoon tea.  Bianca and Sarah provide background music.
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letterboxes in a high position to ac-
commodate Bill who was sitting up 
on his horse Silver. We replied, ‘No 
mate, he rode a horse!’

Things changed for Robin in 1959 
when he was involved in a serious 
motor accident. He was a passenger 
in a car that hit a tree alongside the 
Ringwood-Warrandyte Road. The 
accident affected Robin’s ability 
to concentrate and he changed his 
employment as a result of it.

 Robin said: “I never really remem-
bered anything about the accident. 
No memory of it at all.”

Robin worked for 40 years at the 
Board of Works and then spent the 
last 10 years of his working life at 
Warrandyte Cemetery as a general 
hand and gravedigger. Lainey worked 
as a nurse and also at a Ringwood 
doctor’s surgery early in the mar-
riage but later worked in childcare.

Rob at 73 and Lainey, 68, are both 
retired now but keep themselves 

On school days Robin had a fool-
proof way of knowing if he was run-
ning late for school or not. 

“If I heard Barry Able riding his 
horse across the old wooden bridge, 
I’d know it was 8.30am,” Robin said. 
“He was as regular as clockwork 
and the horse’s hooves made such 
a racket on the wooden roadway. 
Warrandyte was so quiet in those 
days. At night you could hear the old 
waterwheel on the river squeaking as 
the wheel turned with the current.”

Unfortunately the picturesque 
waterwheel that was situated above 
the swimming hole opposite the pub 
is long gone now.

Robin smiles as he talks about the 
old days and tells the Diary a story 
about Bill McCulloch who was the 
last mounted postman in Victoria. 

“When the new postie took over 
Bill’s route he asked us if the previ-
ous postman was 10 feet tall because 
local residents had placed their 

the deliveries. We used to deliver 
as far as Christmas Hills in the van 
and I had to run in with the meat 
and collect the orders. Some of the 
customers used to invite us in for a 
cup of tea or something to eat. 

“I remember one big bearded fella 
who wore shearer’s pants and a 
flannel top. He must have been a 
trooper back in the day because he 
told us that he was on duty the day 
they brought the Kellys in.”

Robin was the first registered scout 
of the newly formed Warrandyte 
Scout Troop. 

“Our first meetings were held on 
the riverbank behind Ken Gedge’s 
chemist shop,” Robin said. “On dark 
nights we met under a Tilly lamp 
fastened to a tree. Eventually we all 
bucked in and built the scout hall in 
the early ’50s.”

Later, Robin was able to give 
something back and worked as a cub 
leader for 20 years.

Words and pictures  
by BILL MCAULEY

HEN Robin and Lainey 
Horkings sat down 
with a city bank man-
ager to apply for a 
loan to build their 

house, the manager asked incredu-
lously, “Who’d want to live at War-
randyte?”

The young couple weren’t deterred 
by his cynical remark and replied 
enthusiastically: “We do, we want to 
live at Warrandyte.”

They bought their block of land 
in Webb Street back in the days of 
pounds, shillings and pence for only 
£1250. (It seemed like a fortune then.)  
Their house was finished just before 
they were married in 1968 and they 
have lived there happily for the past 
46 years raising a brood of three 
children along the way, Bruce now 
41, Erin 39 and Jeffrey 35. 

“Although the kids live in different 
parts of Australia, we are still in 
weekly contact and are very close,” 
Lainey said proudly.

“And the kids are close with each 
other as well, our six-year-old grand-
daughter Myah lives in Queensland 
but she rings us every week with lots 
of questions for Grandpa.”

When Robin came to live in Warran-
dyte in 1953 he was only 12. 

“It was rather an eye opener com-
ing from a big city school in Auburn 
South,” Robin remembers. “We had 
four grades in one classroom and a 
playground that stretched from the 
pine plantation to Fourth Hill Tun-
nel. At lunchtime we used to fish for 
yabbies in the dam next to Lil White-
head’s house opposite the school.

“My classmates were Bruce McAu-
ley, Barry Able, Darryl Pike, (the 
policeman’s son) Irene Hendry, Lor-
raine Norman and Barbara Schnei-
der.

“Things were different back then,” 
he continues. “To get a milk delivery 
you’d leave a billycan with your 
order and some money in it hanging 
off a tree in Mitchell Ave. Along came 
the milkman Tiger Flowers with his 
horse and cart and he’d bail out the 
milk from a churn into your billycan 
and take the money.”

Robin says with a smile “the place 
was dominated by artists and potters 
in those days”.

“They were a bohemian crowd, but 
you couldn’t hold that against them,” 
Robin said. “I worked a couple of 
seasons at the butchers when I was 
still at school. My job was to link the 
sausages but the interesting part was 

Robin banks on a winner

ers ranging in different colours in 
a season when they are a beautiful 
representation of how perfect our 
natural environment is. 

The other side of what I’ve learnt 
is how the parks are often poorly 
regarded, with some people neigh-
bouring the parks dumping their 
garden weeds over the fence which 
then spread and become noxious 
throughout the park as well as peo-
ple cutting down trees and clearing 
bushland for unofficial bike trails.

Our parks are so special and signifi-
cant not only for us but for numerous 
indigenous species including many 
threatened and endangered species 
such as the dunnart and particular 
orchids. 

It’s our responsibility to look after 
these parks, so go out and enjoy 
them and you will appreciate just 
how beautiful they are.

By LAUREN MUELLER
VER the past five months 
I was given the privilege 
to work with the Middle 
Yarra (Warrandyte) Parks 
Victoria team.

Every Monday we worked pre-
dominantly with the Environment 
Land and Water Group in the state 
park that the team manages from 
Kinglake down to the Mullum Mullum 
in Donvale. 

We have been planting indigenous 
species, weeding pest species, fixing 
fences and more in addition to learn-
ing a great deal about the variety of 
flora and fauna in our state parks. 
It was such a privilege to work with 
such knowledgeable people and get 
firsthand experience in the field. I’ve 
taken a great deal from this experi-
ence and I’ve come to appreciate our 
parks even more than before. 

Chances are many people in War-
randyte may not even know about 
the various parks we have surround-
ing our town. If you haven’t yet 
visited the parks and spent some 
time appreciating them, I guarantee 
you will not be disappointed. At this 
time of year they are full of wildflow-

It’s time to appreciate our beautiful state parks

busy. Rob is still very fit and takes 
his dog Indie on long walks every 
morning right up to Eagles Nest at 
the top of Webb Street.

“And there’s always wood to split 
and grass to cut,” he says. 

Lainey is heavily involved as a 
volunteer with Mainly Music at St 
Stephen’s hall and does patchwork 
on Thursdays.

Robin fondly reflects on his life in 
Webb Street. 

“Everything’s been good here. 
There’s something about Warrandyte 
that gets into you and you can’t get it 
out of your system,” he said. 

“Where else can you walk five 
minutes up the road and see walla-
bies, kangaroos and echidnas. Also 
parrots, wrens, kookaburras and 
currawongs.

“I think that bank manager got it 
wrong back in 1967. Warrandyte is a 
great place to live,” said Robin with 
a triumphant grin.

Warrandyte through and through: Robin and Lainey Horkings on their wedding day (inset) and Robin walks his dog Indie in Warrandyte.
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Peter Pan and the gang were brought to life at 
Warrandyte Primary School’s annual production 
last month and our roving photographer GARETH 
DICKSON was there to capture it on camera.

Hooked on a great show

The performance took place at the George Wood 
Centre in Ringwood and by all reports the eve-
ning was a great success. Warrandyte Primary 
School wishes everyone a Merry Christmas.

By NATALIE MANSER
OVER the past couple of weeks I 
have had the pleasure of visiting 
China on behalf of Dr Parkin and 
Warrandyte High School to estab-
lish a Sister School relationship 
with a school in Suzhou City.

The trip was undertaken together 
with 12 principals from Victorian 
schools and was almost entirely 
funded by the Chinese Govern-
ment. It was very capably overseen 
by representatives of the interna-
tional division of the DEECD.

Xinghai Experimental Middle 
School is located in Jiangsu Prov-
ince on the east coast of China. It is 
a very small province that includes 
the provincial capital Nanjing and 
the world-renowned modern city of 
Shanghai. 

Jiangsu Province (population 80 
million) has the best academic re-
sults in China, and as China sits on 
the top of OECD PISA test rankings 
for maths, reading and science, the 
students in this province are some 
of the highest performing in the 
world.

Suzhou city is home to 13 million 
people and Xinghai Middle School 
is located in the new and very 
modern Suzhou Industrial Park. 
The school is considered a small 
to medium sized school with 2500 
students from Year 7-12. There are 
14 classes of Year 7 students (48 in 
a class). 

I was fortunate enough to ob-
serve several classes and was very 
impressed by a showcase of the 
students work.

The school started in 2000 and 
is now very well resourced with 
a well-deserved reputation as a 
school of academic excellence in 
the province. As with all schools in 
China, Xinghai has a strong focus 
on maths, Chinese and English lan-
guage as their core subjects. They 
do offer science, other languages, 
sport and some creative arts cours-
es, although this is an area they are 
keen to develop further.

The school’s in Jiangsu Province 
pride themselves on their strong 
focus on globalisation in education. 
They actively seek connections 
with school communities in other 
countries for cultural exchange, 
to build educational knowledge 
and learn how to improve their 
practice. 

There are many potential future 
opportunities for exchanges of this 
nature between our two schools. 
I had the opportunity to discuss 
these possibilities with Ms Chen, 
the principal of Xinghai, before 
signing the initial sister school 
memorandum of understanding.

The next phase of this exciting 
development is to consult widely 
within our school community to 
identify programs and activities 
that would be mutually beneficial, 
practical and manageable for con-
sideration in 2015.

Thank you to all those who assist-
ed me prepare and undertake this 
valuable trip.

Sister School for 
Warrandyte High

FAMILIES from Anderson’s 
Creek Primary School have 
been invited to donate Christ-
mas decorations for the pine 
tree next to the flag pole.

This tree was first planted 
through an initiative by a past 
teacher, John Crabb, from a 
seed of a Lone Pine tree in 
remembrance of those who 
fought at Gallipoli.

The lone pine tree is a living 
memorial of those who fa-
mously fought for our country 
on the Gallipoli Peninsula.

Regardless of what species 
the Lone Pine was, its symbol-
ic importance as a represen-
tation of our nation’s tenacity 
and fortitude remains. Lest we 
forget.

In other school news, a night 
of Christmas carols, dance 
and other performances along 
with market stalls was held 
for students, family and teach-
ers on Friday.

ACPS decorates Lone Pine Tribute Tree for Christmas
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By BRIANNA PIAZZA
ACH month Warrandyte 
market-goers are treated 
to the powerful sound of 
Mia Hamilton’s voice as she 
plays the piano.

Singing a range of tunes, including 
today’s big names such Lana del 
Rey and Bruno Mars to 1960s soul 
legends like Sam Cooke, the 14-year-
old is extremely humble about her 
musical gift.

Yet the talented Warrandyte resi-
dent has been busking by the Yarra 
at the market each month for about 
a year, often stopping strangers in 
their tracks.

“It’s really encouraging that people 
are so supportive, it’s really nice,” 
Mia said.

“Even if they don’t put in money, 
it’s just really nice to see people 
smiling and enjoying the music. It’s 
really fulfilling.”

Mia’s also starting to take her music 
to the stage, performing at the Young 
Guns Music Festival this month.

It’s one of Australia’s leading music 
events for musicians under 18.

Mia was offered a spot in the 
festival lineup after a stunning per-
formance of six songs on the Youth 
Stage at the Rotary Eltham Town 
Festival in November.

Her teacher from Eltham College, 
where Mia attends on a music schol-
arship, sent a recording of Mia’s per-
formance to one of the Young Guns 
Music Festival organisers, who was 
so impressed with Mia’s voice that 
she asked her to perform.

It seems that Mia was always des-
tined to sing, coming from a family 
where her parents are musicians, her 
younger brother plays the drums and 
even the dog starts howling when 
somebody takes out the harmonica.

“I was taking Mia up to her room for 
her afternoon nap when she was a 
bit over one year old and she started 
singing ‘you are my sunshine my only 
sunshine’ from a commercial on TV 
at that time,” Judi said.

“She’d always sing along to the 
music on TV but when she sang this 
to me it really freaked me out!”

Since shocking her mum as a tiny 

When Mia goes to market
...everyone stops in their tracks and listens up

baby, Mia’s love for singing has 
continued to grow, with her taking 
up singing and piano lessons from 
a young age.

She’s also a jazz and hip hop 
dancer.

While she learns classical and 
jazz music on piano she also draws 
inspiration from artists such as Sia 
and Lana del Rey, who has a similar 

voice range as Mia.
Mia has even started writing her 

own music.
“A lot of different people influence 

the styles I like to sing,” Mia said. 
“I look up to most of the really 

good musicians and especially the 
ones that haven’t been overnight 
successes - they’ve worked really 
hard for a long time and that’s the 

way I’d want to do it.
“When you go on a show like The X 

Factor and become known overnight 
the success comes as quickly as it 
goes. Some of them have done really 
well but despite being talented a lot 
of them have been really forgettable.”

While she has years before she de-
cides on a career path, Mia definitely 
sees music as part of her future.

“At the moment I’m just going to 
keep taking it one day at a time and 
see what opportunities arise,” Mia 
said.

“I’ll keep improving, working at 
perfecting my piano and singing and 
I’ll see where it goes from there. I just 
don’t want to jump into anything too 
quickly or start something I’m not 
ready to do.”

Familiar faces of the Warrandyte Community Market

Photos: STEPHEN REYNOLDS
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Darren Johnson 41 retired, Reece 
Thomas 40 retired, Ron Little 41 
retired, Ian Weeks 40 retired, Peter 
Goetz 36, Tim Rule 4/3 (Round 4).

Legends B (Over 50s, sixth, 1-3): 
Paul Foley 42 retired, Marty Smith 
40 retired (Round 3); Barry Wil-
liams 40 retired, Lachlan McMahon 
30 (Round 4).

At time of publication, the com-
bined Christmas Party and Junior 
T20 intra-club was creating much 
excitement (December 13). Then 
there’s a break before hostilities re-
sume on January 10 for the seniors, 
January 18 for the Veterans, and 
January 23-24 for the juniors. 

Best wishes for Christmas and the 
New Year to all Diary readers.

U16-2 (second, two wins including 
one outright – no losses): Adam 
Johnson 30no (Round 3), Mike Gib-
bons 53no, Adam Johnson 59, Mark 
Baker 3/8 and 4/11 (Round 4). 

U16-1 T20 team won its first game 
with Adam Johnson scoring 60no. 

U14-3 (fifth, one win and one 
washout): Jackson Braunthal 56 re-
tired, Jack Spicer 38 (Round 4).  

U12-3 (equal fourth, 2-2): Jack 
Harrington 3/21, including at hat-
trick (Round 4). 

The Over 40s are rolling along, 
but the Over 50s are struggling for 
numbers. 

Masters Division 4 (Over 40s, 
equal second, 3-1): Andrew Walker 
38, Mark Bourke 3/29 (Round 3); 

Fourth XI (F Grade, sixth, 3-4): 
Tom Woodward 3/20 (Round 6).  

Fifth XI (J Grade, sixth, 1-6): Matt 
Cowan 3/20 (Round 5).  After suc-
cessive forfeits from Rounds 6 to 8, 
the team was withdrawn. 

Saxon Sports 20/20 Group 2 play-
ing on Tuesday nights – the team 
lost its first two games. Steve Lind-
say 65 and 3/14, Josh Barrett 48 
(Round 1); Josh Barrett 58 (Round 
2).  

Junior co-ordinator Matt Fasan 
was disappointed that the U16 and 
U14 sides were regraded down 
after two games, and expected 
them to do very well in the lower 
grades. The results from both 
teams since have proven him right.  

Lindsay 4/37, Sam Beagley 4/40 
(Round 4).

Second XI (A Grade, equal fourth, 
4-3): Brett Careedy 76 no, Lucas 
Williams 4/10 (Round 6); Paul Milne 
57 no, David Mock 5/35, Jacob 
Janssen 4/62 (Round 7). 

Third XI (D Grade, equal fourth, 
4-3): Matt Sharrock 4/16 (Round 
5), Tim Rule 68 and 3/37 (Round 
6), Sean McMahon 58, Tom Chris-
field 3/6 (Round 7).  Round 5 saw 
a remarkable fightback. Chasing 
Montrose’s score of 97, the Hawks 
were 5/13, and then struggled to 
9/45 before a last-wicket partner-
ship of 58 (Richard Cutler 32, Jake 
Sammartino 30 no) saw the boys 
home.

By CLAIRE JONES
THE good weather is upon us and it’s 
time to pull out those running shoes 
and get in training, and what better 
event to train for than the annual Run 
Warrandyte.

Thanks to the continued support 
of the Warrandyte Community Bank 
and other business sponsors, Run 
Warrandyte will be back again bigger 
than ever in 2015 and to try to beat 
the heat the run has been moved 
back to Sunday March 1.

Once again funds will be raised for 
the local sporting clubs – Warrandyte 
Junior Football Club, Warrandyte 
Football Club, Warrandyte Netball 
Club and Warrandyte Cricket Club.

It’s a great opportunity to get the 
whole family involved with different 
distances to choose from. These 
include the challenging 12km run 
supported by Warran Glen Garden 
Centre and Café, the 8km run sup-
ported by Hardings Swift Caravan 
Services, the popular 4km run/walk 
supported by Ruby Tuesday Jewel-
lery, the 2.25km run/walk supported 
by Quinton’s Supa IGA and the kids 
Oval Dash supported by Crystal 
Brook Tourist Park. 

There will also be plenty of local 
businesses providing their services 
and support on the day.

For more information includ-
ing details on how to enter visit  
www.warrandytesports.com.au

RESULTS:
First XI
Round 1: Warrandyte 9/307 (Dehmel 89, Barry 
50, Sherriff 46) d Montrose 223 (Holland 
4/63, Dehmel 2/32, Sherriff 2/49). Round 2: 
Warrandyte dec 8/316 (Barry 102, Sherriff 63, 
Mooney 50) d Lilydale 9/216 (Dehmel 4/32, Killey 
3/25)
Round 3: Warrandyte 174 (Dehmel 64) lost 
to South Warrandyte 5/177 (Sherriff 4/50). 
Round 4: Warrandyte 315 (Cleaves 114, Mooney 
58no, Dehmel 51) d Kilsyth 186 (Holland 5/35, 
Sherriff 3/57).
Second XI
Round 1: Warrandyte 195 (Cleaves 50, Styles 
46)  lost to Scorseby/Ferndale 334 (Cleaves 5/83, 
Baker 2/48). Round 2: Warrandyte 165 (Lander 
29, Bowyer 29) d Norwood 150 (Gaffney 6/42, 
Cleaves 2/28). Round 3: Warrandyte 264 (Bowyer 
98, Cleaves 62, Lander 50) lost to Ainslie Park 
5/265 (Gaffney 3/51).
Round 4: Warrandyte 123 (Ison 39) lost to Kilsyth 
8/288 (Baker 3/55, Gaffney 2/80). 
Third XI
Round 1: Warrandyte 7/132 (Day 25) d Eastfield 
8/122 (Warr 2/13, Lockie 2/27). Round 2: 
Warrandyte 6/163 (Day 59, Lander 51) d South 
Warrandyte 6/151 (Lockie 2/23). Round 3: 
Warrandyte 8/146 (Day 49) lost to Ainslie Park 
75 (Poole 3/7, Warr 2/9). Round 4: Warrandyte 
6/145 (Weatherley 47) lost to North Ringwood 
7/157 (Smead 2/20, Gidley 2/29). Round 5: 
Warrandyte 9/118 (Poole 27) lost to North 
Ringwood (Lockie 2/8). Round 6: Warrandyte 
7/127 (Ison 37) d Kilsyth 122 (Stafford 3/34). 
Round 7: Warrandyte 9/255 (Canham 78, Poole 
51) d Kilsyth 246 (Prangley 4/47).
Fourth XI 
Round 1: Warrandyte 5/157 (Croft 48) lost 
to East Ringwood 7/171 (Gidley 4/20). Round 2: 
Warrandyte 131 (Croft 47, Kline 41) d Lilydale 
3/142 (Gidley 2/19). Round 3: Warrandyte 6/103 
(Croft 18) d South Croydon 9/102 (Philpott 
3/20). Round 4:  Warrandyte 9/134 (Croft 47, El 
Moussalli 37) lost to Wonga Park 7/199 (Burns 
2/21, Closs 2/23). Round 5: Warrandyte 6/163 
(Molyneux 72) lost to North Ringwood 3/200 
(Bowen 1/11). Round 6: Warrandyte 5/180 
(Molyneux 96) d Wonga Park 9/175 (Molyneux 
2/36). Round 7: Warrandyte 144 (Burns 36no, 
Kline 35) d North Ringwood 114 (Closs 5/14)
Fifth XI
Round 1: Warrandyte 5/205 d Croydon Ranges 
8/178. Round 2: Warrandyte 8/123 lost to Kilsyth 
6/151. Round 3: Warrandyte 7/192 lost to 
Ainslie Park 3/199. Round 4: Warrandyte bye. 
Round 5: Warrandyte 8/171 (Hanson 50) d 
South Warrandyte 151 (Lawson 3/33). Round 6: 
Warrandyte 3/168 (Rees 51) lost to Heathmont 
Baptists 4/185 (Dongan 2/17). Round 7: 
Warrandyte won by forfeit.

Lockie and John Prangley, Day has 
already top-scored three times.

Warrandyte’s Fourth XI has relied 
again on Nathan Croft who has been 
solid for young Dylan Burns in his 
first year as skipper. Burns will rely 
on a mixture of youth and experience 
throughout the season with stars 
such as Molyneux, Closs and Gidley.

Warrandyte’s Fifth XI have had a 
bumpy start to their reincarnated 
life and will be looking to continue 
to blood some of Warrandyte’s stron-
gest young talent to complement 
some lively veterans.

Finally, the entire Warrandyte 
Cricket Club family was in shock at 
the start of Round 5 with the sad 
news of Phillip Hughes’s death. All 
players wore black arm bands, held 
a minute’s silence and drew #408 on 
the Warrandyte Cricket Ground in 
the latest round. The thoughts of the 
community are with the Hughes and 
Abbott families.

and Sherriff showing great support 
with three. 

Warrandyte’s Second XI has started 
the season poorly with only skipper 
Cleaves proving a consistent worth 
across the first four games and 
gained a promotion for it. Warran-
dyte gained its first win in Round 2 
thanks to some incredible bowling by 
young gun Mitchell Gaffney, who had 
the ball talking all day and ensured 
Warrandyte was able to defend a 
miserly 165.

Simon Bowyer has provided the 
other highlight of the season with 
a blistering 98 against Kilsyth in 
Round 3. 

Warrandyte Third XI has started 
the season with a mixed bag under 
new skipper Cameron Day. Day re-
turns to the squad after captaining 
the Second XI squad to a premier-
ship, and will be a strong point of re-
liance across the developing squad. 
Supported aptly by Steve Warr, Steve 

By RYAN HOIBERG
WARRANDYTE Cricket Club has 
started the 2014-15 season with a 
strong start to the season, currently 
sitting third in the Bill Wilkins Cup, 
with only four points separating 
them from the rest.

With new facilities there is a great 
vibe down at the club, with a de-
termined, youthful leadership crew 
pushing the club forward. Under new 
skipper Chris Barry, Warrandyte’s 
First XI has taken three early scalps 
from a possible four. Highlighting this 
run of form, Warrandyte currently 
leads the competition with runs 
scored for, led by Aryton Dehmel 
currently averaging 55 and Barry 
averaging 50 for the season. 

Warrandyte started the season 
with aplomb, cracking Montrose’s 
bowlers all around the field for 307 
in the first innings, with Barry lead-
ing from the front with a strong half 
century. However, Dehmel shook 
the cobwebs off with an impres-
sive 89 and 2/32 from his quick off 
spinners. The fast men started the 
game quickly though, with new club 
legend Campbell Holland starting his 
wicket count for the year with four 
well-earned scalps.

Warrandyte backed it up the fol-
lowing week against Lilydale, where 
a Barry 102 and Jake Sherriff (63) 
combined to save Warrandyte from 
a shaky start. David Mooney stepped 
in to put some cream on the cake 
for the Bloods with a quickfire 50. 
Dehmel again returned with the 
ball, taking four early wickets to pin 
Lilydale back and ensure they were 
never on track against Warrandyte.

Warrandyte suffered its first defeat 
of the year against the South War-
randyte Hawks but bounced back 
against Kilsyth.

Warrandyte made the surprise 
move of promoting new Second XI 
skipper Justin Cleaves after some 
early season form to face Kilsyth at 
home and the move paid off for the 
selection committee. Cleaves be-
came the first player to raise his bat 
at the new WCG, supported again by 
a solid Mooney and Dehmel. 

Warrandyte easily defended the 
total the following week, with Hol-
land storming in with five wickets 

Battle-scarred South Warrandyte soldiers on

Bloods start with a burst

By FRANS BROUWER
DESPITE a mounting injury list, 
Schoolies and players on overseas 
trips, the top three South Warran-
dyte teams have still won more 
games than they have lost, and the 
Fourth XI is also still faring well. 

Only the Fifths have been strug-
gling, but many players are in high-
er grades due to lack of players. 
It is a matter of playing through 
to Christmas and then welcoming 
more than a dozen players back!

I’ll cut to the chase:
First XI (Wilkins) is equal sec-

ond on the ladder, 3 wins and 1 
loss. Highlights during November: 
Steve Lindsay 71, Tom Hall 4/34 
(Round 3); Sean Humphrey 52, 

Annual run 
returns  
in March

Paying their  
respects: the  
Warrandyte Junior 
Cricket Club  
players take a 
minute silence for 
Australian crick-
eter Phil Hughes 
who died recently.
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Hey Mark, I can’t escape 
eating a gigantic yummy 
feast on Christmas day – 
any tips on how to soften 
the blow to my body in a 
health and fitness sense?
(Greg, North Warrandyte)

Festive feasts
How can I win?

Ask Mark
Health & fitness advice

THE PINES

Healthy eating can be 
hard at any time of year, 
Greg,  but  Christmas 
brings a whole new set 
of challenges. There are 

Christmas parties, end-of-year work 
functions, family gatherings, not to 
mention Christmas pudding! But seri-
ously, if you can’t let loose a little on 
one day of the year, when can you?

But let’s think about it logically. 
Here are seven of the best tips I can 
offer that may help if you don’t want 
to carry too big a guilt trip.

One. Eat a healthy breakfast.
Two. Drink plenty of water so you 

stay well-hydrated, not to mention it 
will make you feel more full and not 
eat as much.

Three. Go for a morning exercise 
session (as you guys say on your 
Facebook page, blatant plug for an 
advertiser – Jetts is open 24/7!)

Four. Limit alcohol throughout the 
day. Do you really need to down three 
over lunch? Just have one during the 
day and have a couple more later 
that night.

Five. Stay active. Maybe a family 
cricket match, or family walk after 
a big feast. Let’s face it, there are 
plenty of beautiful bush/river walks 
around Warrandyte.

Six. Watch your portion-size and 
think about healthy snacks through-
out the day to satisfy hunger pangs.

Seven. Enjoy the yummy treats. 
Moderation is the key!

Christmas is meant to be a fun and 
enjoyable time of year, and by follow-
ing these simple recommendations, 
you can be sure to stay on top of your 
health during this festive season. 

players.
Although the main goal at Youth 

League level is to develop our 
athletes in readiness to move to 
senior basketball, our coaches 
will place a big emphasis on de-
veloping fundamentals in doing 
the little things to enable them 
to adapt to higher levels for the 
future.  These teams will also be 
hungry to win. 

It is an exciting time for the club 
with so many talented junior play-
ers progressing through the ranks 
and this is backed up by the huge 
turnout at tryouts, which shows 
strength within the club and for 
those not selected this time we 
have no doubt we will see many 
faces back pushing for selection in 
the coming years. 

Basketball in full swing
By CRAIG DAVIDSON
WARRANDYTE Basketball has 
been busy with all competitions 
and levels of basketball in full 
swing as we move through anoth-
er season and another year of rep 
ball.

The Redbacks have been hotly 
contesting matches every Satur-
day, while the Venom sides are 
participating in VJBL grading and 
some additional tournaments, the 
Sunday night comp is operating 
full tilt, Wednesday night Grey-
burn Cup competition is in the 
finals process, the Venom USA 
trip has departed, and all four 
Big V sides are in the middle of 
an intense pre-season. A welcome 
addition has been the offering of 
skills sessions for Under 12 and 
14 Venom players for a four-week 
period heading into the Christmas 
break.

These sessions run by director 
of coaching, Nicole Howard, 
have been well received and are 
facilitating young and aspiring 
Warrandyte basketball players in 
extending their knowledge and 
ability. These four week block ses-
sions will be again offered in the 
New Year and will include some 
Redbacks specific sessions.

SOUTHERN PENINSULA
The 28th Southern Peninsula Ju-

nior Basketball Tournament was 
held on the weekend of November 
22 and 23 and Warrandyte was 
well represented.

Among the many teams com-
peting were Warrandyte Venom’s 
newly formed 18.1 Girls. It was an 
extremely productive weekend 
under the guidance of coach Da-
vid Blyth, according to club offi-
cials, with the girls finishing third 
in Division 1.

BIG V EXCITEMENT
Big V Season 2015 can’t come 

soon enough for the Venom young 
guns who have been selected to 
represent Warrandyte as mem-
bers of the Youth League 1 Women 
(YL1W) and Youth League 2 Men 
(YL2M).

With head coach Beau Bentley 
at the helm for his second season 
with the Youth Men’s team, he 
and his newly appointed coaching 
staff of Phil Noone and Bill Nico-
laidis have put together what they 
believe will be a squad that can 
push for a finals birth in 2015.

After a finals finish last season 
that left the YL1W just short of an-
other shot at the title, Warrandyte 
Venom has farewelled 2014 coach 
Damian Clarke. Recently the club 
welcomed Angela Heigh to the po-
sition of head coach and she will 
be assisted by Kellie Taylor.

Angela, having coached VJBL 
sides for Warrandyte Venom over 
the past few years, is very aware 
of the talent of many of the Venom 
juniors.  She is now witnessing 
first hand, through tryouts and 
training, that there is a lot to like 
about these young developing 

NICOLE HOWARD, Warrandyte Basketball’s director of coaching and 
player development manager, will be the assistant coach for the  
Under 14 Girls Victoria metropolitan side. The team has been  
selected for the Southern Cross Challenge round-robin tournament 
that will see the team compete over four days in January against 
sides from ACT, WA, SA and NSW metro. Nicole told the Diary: “I was 
very excited to have received an invitation to participate in a state 
level tournament and work with some very talented players across 
Vic Metro. I am also thrilled that Warrandyte will have a represen-
tative in state level competition and look forward to sharing what I 
learn with our dedicated Redbacks and Venom coaches.”

There is no anti Venom
Especially when Nicole’s coaching!
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By TRISH BARRETT
WE know so many of you love 
to watch the Australian Open 
and especially the finals, so 
join us at Warrandyte Tennis 
Club for the men’s final on the 
big screen on Sunday February 
1 at Taroona Avenue courts.

There will be fun social activ-
ities for all ages on the courts 
from 4pm, grab a snag from 
the barbecue, drinks at the bar, 
catch up with friends and enjoy 
the drama of watching the final 
live. 

See warrandytetennisclub.
org.au for more information.

Also, look out for the WTC 
Hot Shots and Cardio Tennis 
stars on court at the Australian 
Open in January.

On Tuesday January 27 the 
WTC Hot Shot stars will be on 
Rod Laver Arena demonstrat-
ing their tennis skills before 
the women’s singles quarter fi-
nals. This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity for the children to 
be on court at a huge interna-
tional event. 

Then on Thursday January 
22 the WTC Cardio Tennis par-
ticipants will be on Margaret 
Court Arena demonstrating 
Cardio Tennis to a packed 
house prior to the men’s night 
session.

Joining from Silvan are former club 
captain Mark Cullen and midfielder 
Kane Shore, both premiership play-
ers last season. Cullen, a former 
Vermont player with over 250 games 
and seven flags under his belt, will 
join the coaching unit, as will Shore.

Cullen, a proven leader and moti-
vator, will add invaluable experience 
and should be a good leader for the 
young players to follow. In the long 
term, plans are in motion to allow 
Cullen to act as successor to head 
coach Michael Tout when the time 
is right.

In order to address the retirement 
of club forward Michael Morello, the 
Bloods have drafted Vermont’s Ash 
Froud, a five flag player with over 
200 games for the club. Froud will 
partner Luke Dunn, which on paper 
will likely be the division’s most 
lethal attack.

Furthermore, to increase the 
Bloods’ outside speed and general 
pace, Warrandyte has pulled off 
a tremendous coup in bringing in 
Chad Gauchi and Trent Skorsis, 
who both have family residing near 
Warrandyte. 

Joining the Bloods from Essen-
don’s District League Division 1 club 
Airport West, the boys are in their 
mid-20s and will add a touch of class 
and a lot of pace to the Warrandyte 
line-up.

Trio drafted
MEANWHILE, three local boys, who 

all played together at Warrandyte as 
Under 11s, have been selected in the 
AFL National and Rookie drafts.

Christian Petracca, adjudged by 
many to be the nation’s premium 
young player, was selected No.2 
overall by the Melbourne Demons. 

Jason Castagna and Reece Mcken-
zie, who played countless seasons to-
gether down at Warrandyte Reserve, 
will play for the Tigers. 

Mckenzie was forced to endure 
a nervous wait, but was rewarded 
when his name was called out as 
pick 77, recognised as a tall with elite 
hands and short sprint speed.

Despite missing out on selection 
in the regular pool, Castagna wasn’t 
overlooked in the rookie draft, where 
the Tigers snapped him up at a bar-
gain with pick 27.

For Carlos Castagna, Jason’s father, 
the selection represents the reward 
for years of sacrifice his son has 
made, as well as a reflection on War-
randyte football.

“I’m so proud of him. The one 
thing we always said about Jason is 
if someone worked hard, he’d work 
twice as hard. He’d come home from 
training, and be straight in the gym. 
Wouldn’t eat fish and chips, doesn’t 
drink, and this has been from three 
or four years back. He’s been mak-
ing sacrifices all this time, and he 
deserves his chance,” Carlos says. 
“He’s just super proud to say he’s 
from Warrandyte. When people ask 
him which club he’s from, he doesn’t 
say Marcellin, Northern Knights, or 
Vic Metro. He says Warrandyte. His 
best memories are there, he played 
tackers all the way up to Colts, and 
he played with Reece and Christian 
in the Under 11s.”

For Petracca, it’s a different story. 
Unlike the other two selected War-
randytians, the pressure will be on 
him to star straight away, something 
his brother, Julian, is well aware of.

“To be recognised as the second 
best player in the country is a huge 
honour, not just for him, but also for 
the family. For us, it’s just a relief he’s 
finally made it to the big time and can 
get into it,” Julian says.

“On his first session on Monday, 
he was thrown straight into the 
deep end, and all the young blokes 
got slogged a bit, the media’s been 
on their back. Some of the senior 
players have said it was one of the 
toughest three pre-season workouts 
that they’ve ever done, the club are 
happy with the players efforts, so I 
think it’s been blown out of propor-
tion a little bit.

For all three now, the goal is to 
begin making the step up from junior 
to AFL level, and before too long, the 
Warrandyte community could have 
three new stars to cheer for on the 
big stage.

medley event.
The U16s were the star performers 

of the day when Nicole Reynolds, 
Emily Sharpe and Ben Macri won 
two gold medals each in the mixed 
sex 4x100 and 4x200m races with 
Nicole then getting a silver medal in 
the mixed age 800m medley.

The Victorian State Relay Champi-
onships will be held in December at 
the Lakeside stadium where these 
young athletes are training hard and 
will be striving to win their events.

In the normal weekly club com-
pletion, U11 athlete Grace Boyd has 
performed strongly in the triple jump 
where she is currently in eighth place 
with a 6.1m jump, Emily Stavropou-
los has having a good debut season 
and currently has the fourth best 

randyte.  The committee has been 
negotiating with Parks Victoria 
and MP Ryan Smith to get work 
underway for the use of mountain 
bike riding in our area. 

Parks Victoria have been very 
open to Warrndyte Mountain Bike 
Club’s approach with the goal to 
formalise the already established 
tracks of Candlebark and Tikalara 

STUDENTS at Tandivale Equestrian 
Centre have been working all year 
on honing their riding and horseman-
ship skills and will get to showcase 
their talents at the much anticipated 
end of year Gymkhana on Saturday 
December 20.

With riding classes, showjumping 
and mounted games on the schedule, 
the last few lessons of term provide 
students with some final practice 
opportunities.

Spectators are welcome for the af-
ternoon session starting from about 
1pm to watch mounted games and a 
fancy dress parade.

Tandivale Equestrian Centre also 
runs a school holiday program for 
children seven years old and older 
with or without riding experience. 

For more information and a book-
ing form visit www.tandivale.com

Riders 
prepare for 
Gymkhana

Athletes shine in relay championships

Blooding new players

Australian
Open at WTC

Craig Haslam and runner-up  
Tully Greve with WTC president 
Michael Holloway last month.

Winners: Thyme on the Terrace 
owner Elmo congratulates last 
month’s winners Matthew Quick 
and Ramiro Lluna.

Bloods: Ash Froud, Mark Cullen, Chad Gauci,  Kane Shore and Trent Skorsis.

By ED MUNKS
WARRANDYTE athletes starred at the 
Eastern Metropolitan Region Relay 
competition held at the Tom Kelly 
Track in Doncaster recently.

In some great results for the club, 
the Under 9 teams of Ellisha Bett and 
Chloe Woollard won a silver medal 
in the mixed sex 4x100, Chloe then 
teamed with Sienna Bett to win a gold 
medal in the 800m medley event. 

The U10s saw Alice Glover and 
Abigail Millar make three finals with 
a best result for them of fourth place 
in the mixed sex 4x100m event. The 
U12s saw Nick Sharpe run a strong 
400m leg of the 800m medley final 
and just missed a medal for a fourth 
placing while the girls team of Harri-
ette Glover and Ashlyn Krakouer 
made three finals with their best 
being a silver medal in the 800m 
medley.

In the older age group the Boys U14 
saw “Bullet” Ben Munks make three 
finals where he won a bronze medal 
in the 4x200m event, the U15 and 
U16 local boys Ben Macri (400m) and 
Mervyn Tan (100m) teamed with Nick 
Scala and Clement Chan to win the 
gold medal in the tough and highly 
competitive mixed age 800m medley 
race, and Mervyn then went onto win 
another gold medal in the U15 boys 

high jump with a leap of 1.18m. 
In the highly competitive boys 

section, Jack Drijfhout has steadily 
improved with the ninth best 400m 
time of the year of 1.30mins and is 
having a terrific battle with Patrick 
Ward who currently sits in 11th pace 
with a 1.49.

 U12 girl Chloe Lee is a consistent 
performer in all the events and 
currently has the fifth best javelin 
throw with a 10.81m, Dedre’ van 
Zyl has the fifth best 200m time of 
38.06sec. In the boys competition 
Matthew Mills is 13th in the discus 
with a 13.89m throw, Christopher 
Rakuscek is fourth overall with a PB 
of 2.48mins in the 800m. In the U13s 
newcomer Joel McAndrew is third 
in the 1500m with a 6.27 and Owen 
Kelly, the Anderson’s Creek Primary 
School captain, is sixth in the triple 
jump with a 4.94m jump while elder 
sister Eilish Kelly is sitting in fourth 
place in the U16s triple jump with a 
strong 8.11m leap.

East Doncaster Little Athletics 
Club is proudly sponsored by the 
Warrandyte Community Bank and 
the parents of our little champs. For 
more information please contact 
Margaret Kelly on 0447 693 561 or 
coaching and education director 
Peter Sharpe on 0413 777 107.

Mountain bikers are up and away
THE Warrandyte Mountain Bike 
Club had its first official social 
ride on November 9 and what 
a launch it was with a fantastic 
turn out, bright and early on 
a Sunday morning with every-
one collecting their brand new 
bright green and black club 
jerseys.  

There were bare chests every-
where in the Beasley’s Nursery 
car park as T-shirts and older 
cycling jerseys were swapped 
to become a sea of green and 
black, ready to ride off into the 
mist of Tikalara and Candlebark 
parks.

While some of the main players 
of the club led out their groups, 
the somewhat injured execu-
tive committee stayed back to 
attempt to put together the new 
club barbecue, which will also 
be available to club members to 
loan out.  

Upon their return, there were 
sausages and eggs in bread fly-
ing everywhere for the famished 
crew.  Then there was some fun 
for the little kids, watching them 
attempting not to drop their eggs 
in the egg and spoon race.  Lolly 
bags were handed out for their 
sugar intake for the day and all 
finished with a sense of satisfac-
tion from the committee.

There has been some track de-
velopment in and around War-

along with further development 
of tracks in the unused land 
areas of Tikalara.  For mountain 
bikers and walkers this is a great 
start.   

Cycling is the new golf and 
more and more people are get-
ting on their bikes and enjoying 
the bush and the beauty of our 
country areas. 

Pictures: NARELLE HAAS

By MICHAEL DI PETTA
IT’S all systems go at Warrandyte 
Football Club after the traditional 
post season rest and recovery.

Pre-season started with a flurry of 
action from the Bloods recruitment 
team, who have enticed five new 
players to aid the Warrandyte cru-
sade in 2015.

According to club president Ste-
phen Bell, the players were hand-
picked in order to address key 
weaknesses that played a major role 
in the Bloods’ 2014 finals exit.

“Our aim over the recruiting period 
was to inject experience and speed 
into the team. We learnt from the 
2014 finals series that these two 
factors were the missing ingredients 
to winning a premiership,” Bell said.

“With the new boys we are bringing 
in, we think we have achieved these 
recruiting goals.”

With the pedigree of the players 
first rate, the Bloods faithful should 
be excited – no doubt they will know 
the names and faces before the sea-
son begins.
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